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the Weekly

By Jim Myers
WJ Washington Correspondent

Washington, D.C.—President Donald 
Trump put Vice President Mike Pence in 
charge of leading his administration’s task 
force on the coronavirus outbreak, as crit-
icism of the government’s response so far 
continues to rise along with concerns over 
the economic fallout.

“We are very, very ready for this,” 
Trump said during a televised press con-
ference, continuing to play down the 
possibility the United States will see its 
numbers of infections grow much larg-
er than what the president termed as the 
“original 15.”

“I don’t think it is inevitable.”
He also spoke of the $2.5 billion his 

administration has requested from Con-
gress, adding he is willing to accept more 
from lawmakers who insist a better-fund-
ed response will be necessary.

Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) has proposed $8.5 bil-
lion in emergency funding for the various 
agencies that will be involved.

“Congress must act swiftly to confront 
the threat of this global health crisis,” 
Schumer said.

Trump and House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi (D-Calif.) exchanged negative com-
ments through the press; he described 
her as “incompetent” and she described 
his administration’s response to the out-
break as “chaotic.”

Pelosi said the House will advance a 
“strong, strategic” funding package that 
addresses the scale and seriousness of the 
public health crisis.

During the press conference, Trump 
was asked several questions about the eco-
nomic impact, specifically about the hit the 
stock market has taken in recent days.

He acknowledged certain sectors such 
as the travel industry will be impacted.

Even though he pushes the idea of a 
short-lived health crisis, Trump suggested 
Americans should remain flexible on their 
travel plans for the summer.

Infrastructure Package

Despite continuing impeachment fall-
out and a truncated election-year sched-
ule, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi contin-
ues to talk up the possibility of a major 
infrastructure package.

“Infrastructure has not been a parti-
san issue,” the California Democrat said 
at a Houston, Texas, press conference 
she and local lawmakers held to promote 
the U.S. trade agreement with Mexi-
co and Canada and the role the Port of 
Houston plays in trade.

Pelosi spoke of how major improve-
ments to the Houston harbor could serve 
as a model to the rest of the country on 
how to take advantage of what is going on 

See WASHINGTON  PAGe 4

Arcosa Reports ‘Positive Demand’ For Barge Products 
The outlook is bright for leading 

barge-maker Arcosa as it reported on 
February 26 that fourth-quarter 2019 
revenues increased 19 percent to $446.9 
million, with demand for barges anchor-
ing the strong results.

Net income for the fourth quarter was 
44 cents per common share. Net income 
for 2019 was $113.3 million, vs. $75.7 mil-
lion for the prior December. 

Commenting on 2019 performance, 
Antonio Carrillo, president and CEO, 
said, “Full year results reflected contin-
ued progress on our Stage One priori-

ties and demonstrated solid execution 
from our operating teams. Specifically, 
we expanded our construction products 
business with acquisitions that provide 
platforms for future growth, substantial-
ly improved our energy equipment mar-
gins through lean manufacturing initia-
tives and capitalized on the barge market 
recovery with revenue growth that more 
than offset softness in rail components.”

“Additionally, we continued to operate 
effectively with a flat organizational struc-
ture and drove considerably higher free 
cash flow for the year as we seek to build 

a ‘cash culture’ across Arcosa.”
Fourth quarter revenues increased 

56 percent to $102.2 million, benefit-
ting from higher volumes in the compa-
ny’s legacy businesses and the December 
2018 acquisition of ACG Materials.

Barge Revenues Up 114 Percent

During the fourth quarter, revenues 
in the barge business increased 114 per-
cent compared to the prior period, con-
tributing to a full-year increase of 73 per-
cent, as the business successfully ramped 

See ARCOSA  PAGe 20
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Coast Guard Orders Four Bouchard Tows Tied Up
By Capt. Richard Eberhardt

Citing problems with manning and 
available onboard fuel, the Coast Guard 
issued Captain of the Port (COTP) Or-
ders in four ports to Bouchard Transpor-
tation Company of Melville, N.Y. A Coast 
Guard spokesman called the situation 
“unprecedented.”

The orders required several of Boucha-
rd’s articulated tug-barge (ATB) units to be 
moored at a safe berth if adequate man-
ning and fuel levels are not maintained. 

Affected vessels include three ATB’s 
in New York, two on the Mississippi Riv-
er below New Orleans, two anchored in 
the Gulf of Mexico off Sabine Pass, Texas, 
and one in Corpus Christi. 

The company reportedly is financially 
strapped. Lt. John Edwards, a public affairs 
officer at Coast Guard Eighth District in 
New Orleans, said Bouchard has “suspend-
ed all operational and maintenance opera-
tions,” at least for vessels in the Eighth Dis-
trict including coastal Louisiana and Texas.

Crews of the Bouchard units com-
plained that they have not been paid 
since January 1. One captain told The 
Waterways Journal that Bouchard prom-
ised to pay back wages “by the end of the 
month [February] or shortly thereafter.”

Captains at Bouchard often arrange 
crew changes, and one said he “could not 
advise crews at home to come back to 
work if they had second jobs at home and 
were getting paid.”

See BOUCHARD  PAGe 16

Dredging Front-And-Center At Trade Conference
By Frank McCormack

The Mississippi Valley Trade & Transport Council and The 
Coal Institute held the annual World Trade & Transport Confer-
ence February 20 at the Omni Royal Orleans hotel in New Or-
leans’ historic French Quarter. 

From the start, dredging on the Lower Mississippi River was 
front-and-center at the conference.

Michelle Kornick, operations manager for the New Or-
leans Engineer District, was part of a river operations and in-
frastructure panel at the conference. Kornick admitted that 
an important—and often challenging—component of dredg-
ing on the river is the availability of dredges to conduct the 
channel maintenance work.

“There’s more than one piece of the puzzle here, and we do 
have a severe problem with getting dredges to do the work,” 
she said.

Kornick also highlighted an exciting project in the pipe-
line for the district: the deepening of the Lower Mississippi 
River channel to 50 feet. The deepening project will receive 
about $85 million in this year’s Corps Work Plan, and about 
$45 million for the project is in the president’s 2021 bud-
get proposal. Those funds, combined with cost-share dollars 
from the state of Louisiana, will mean the Mississippi River 
Ship Channel should reach 50 feet from Baton Rouge, La., 
to the Gulf of Mexico within the next couple of years. Lay-
ing out a general timeline for the project, Kornick said the 
first step will be a project partnership agreement between the 
Corps and the state of Louisiana.

“That is scheduled—a rough schedule—to happen in May,” 
Kornick said. “Once that is done and we get the cost-share fund-
ing, we can start dredging the deeper channel. We’ll start at

See DReDGING  PAGe 12

Crew Safe After Towing Vessel Burns On Lower
By Frank McCormack

The U.S. Coast Guard has confirmed 
that the mv. City of Cleveland caught fire 
at about 4:15 p.m. February 26 near Mile 
349 on the Lower Mississippi River, south 
of Natchez, Miss. The vessel was travel-
ing upriver with 15 loaded dry cargo barg-
es and three empties when it caught fire.

The crew aboard the City of Cleve-
land made it safely off the vessel, with 
other towboats in the area responding to 
the fire. The incident remains under in-
vestigation, but a Coast Guard spokesper-
son noted the vessel’s engineroom was in-
volved in the fire. The City of Cleveland’s 
crew battled the blaze, as did the mv. Su-
san K. Good Samaritan vessels pushed 
the City of Cleveland to the left descend-
ing bank, according to the Coast Guard

“The vessel was pushed in by the mv. 

Susan K and mv. Jackson Platte,” said Al-
exandria Preston, with Coast Guard Dis-
trict 8 External Affairs. “The mv. Big J.O. 
later relieved the Susan K.”

The Coast Guard said there was no re-
ported pollution and no damage beyond 
the City of Cleveland.

The City of Cleveland is part of Rose-
dale, Miss.-based Jantran’s fleet. Jantran 
is the river towing division of Bruce Oak-
ley Inc.

Leslie Jenkins, director of human re-
sources for Jantran, said the company 
was, first and foremost, thankful that the 
City of Cleveland’s crew was safe and ac-
counted for. She also expressed heart-
felt thanks to the vessels that responded 
when the call for assistance went out from 
the City of Cleveland.

See BURNS  PAGe 14
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with the Panama Canal.
“If you want trade, you have to just 

build your harbors to accommodate it,” 
she said.

When pressed about her confidence 
on getting an infrastructure package 
though the Republican-controlled Sen-
ate with her party’s focus on climate, Pe-
losi suggested both chambers of Congress 
could move forward with their own bills 
and then go to conference.

“I think it’s something that we can do,” 
she said.

Pelosi’s comments track with those 
from other key players on infrastructure 
in the House and Senate who have said 
they are moving ahead with their differ-
ent legislative vehicles despite key differ-
ences, including the lack of consensus on 
how broad such a measure should be and 
how it should be funded.

AAPA Apprentice Grant

The U.S. Department of Labor (US-
DOL) awarded American Association of 
Port Authorities (AAPA) a $5.8 million 
apprentice grant to help close the skills 
gap in the transportation and maritime 
industry.

“We’re thrilled,” AAPA President and 
CEO Chris Connor said.

“Ultimately, by serving as the grant ad-
ministrator, it positions AAPA as a lead-
ing authority in the area of apprentice-
ship and workforce development. It will 
also help expand our reach and leader-
ship within the broader maritime com-
munity regarding professional develop-
ment and training.”

Connor noted that America’s ports 
and the logistics industry service provid-
ers that move cargo and passengers to 
and from ports face tremendous changes 
due to factors such as supply chain digi-

talization, artificial intelligence, automa-
tion, cybersecurity advances and other 
technology “disruptors.”

“As part of our grant application, we 
were able to assemble a national team of 
10 employers, three institutions of higher 
education, three industry associations and 
one workforce intermediary,” he said.

“We’re confident the team we’ve as-
sembled will enable AAPA to implement 
a proposed plan to register more than 
5,000 apprentices nationwide, utilizing 
the nearly $6 million in USDOL funds 
requested through the proposal.”

According to the agency, nearly $100 
million in grants went to 28 pubic-private 
apprenticeship partnerships through the 
Apprenticeship: Closing the Skills Gap 
program.

Levee Safety Program

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
announced availability of its draft agen-
cy guidance for its Levee Safety Program 
and is seeking feedback from non-feder-
al levee sponsors, tribes, federal agencies 
and others interested in the document.

Entitled Engineer Circular 1165-2-
218, the guidance is to consolidate and 
formalize policies and procedures of the 
Levee Safety Program whose intent is to 
understand, monitor and manage flood 
risk associated with levees over time, pro-
vide a framework to sustain long-term 
benefits, and adapt activities and actions 
based on the dynamic nature of flood risk.

Published as temporary guidance, 
the circular is scheduled to expire two 
years after the date of publication, pro-
viding the Corps time to learn through 
implementation experience, identi-
fy clarifications or additional resources 
required, and to work with partners in 
implementing the program. After two 
years, it is to be either revised, rescind-
ed, or converted to an Engineer Regu-
lation that will not expire.

The Corps will be hosting two public 
webinars and five public meetings to pro-
vide an overview of the draft circular and 
directions on how to provide comments.

Information about the webinars and 
public meetings can be found at the US-
ACE Civil Works Levee Safety Program 
website (www.usace.army.mil/Missions/
CivilWorks/Levee-Safety-Program/).

Comments must be submitted by 
April 27.

For additional information, contact 
Tammy Conforti at 202-761-4649.

CTAC Nominations

The Coast Guard is seeking applica-
tions to serve on the National Chemical 
Transportation Safety Advisory Commit-
tee to advise the secretary of Homeland 
Security on the safe and secure marine 
transportation of hazardous materials.

Applications should be received by 
April 24.

For additional information, contact 
Lt. Jessica Anderson at 202-372-1419.

Fishing Safety Committee

The Coast Guard is requesting appli-
cations to serve on the National Com-
mercial Fishing Safety Advisory Commit-
tee to advise the secretary of Homeland 
Security.

Applications should be received by 
April 21.

For additional information, contact 
Jonathan Wendland at 202-372-1245.

Coronavirus Hits Global Shipping
The coronavirus (or COVID-19, its official name) spreading 

around the world from its epicenter in Wuhan, China, wasn’t 
even on anyone’s radar just a few weeks ago. 

It now looks as if it will become the latest “black swan” to neg-
atively affect the global economy and shipping, including inland 
shipping. (The term was invented by options trader and eco-
nomics author Nassim Taleb to denote unpredictable, unique 
outlier events that have a large impact.) It comes on the heels of 
two recent black swans that also dinged shipping: the tariff wars, 
and last year’s unprecedented floods. (That last one may qualify 
as a “gray swan,” since flooding could return this year.)

At first, global stock markets didn’t respond to the news of 
the rapidly spreading virus. Reported mortality rates are suppos-
edly 2.7 percent, higher than the .05 percent mortality of the flu 
according to the Centers for Disease Control, although flu has 
infected and killed more people so far this season. Many ques-
tion Chinese official figures, though. 

As new cases emerged in Italy, South Korea and Iran, con-
tainment efforts came into question and global health authori-
ties began to raise the possibility of a global pandemic, stock 
markets have reacted strongly. President Donald Trump ap-
pointed Vice President Mike Pence as a coronavirus “czar” to 
coordinate efforts. Although the U.S. itself hasn’t been as di-
rectly affected as other countries, we are still learning about the 
transmission and incubation of the virus. 

Global shipping has been especially sensitive to the threat 
posed by the virus. Quarantine measures inside China itself 

have shut factories and halted or frozen supply chains across the 
globe. Shippers are scrambling to reroute and are considering 
relocating future operations outside China. Smaller shippers are 
especially hard-hit. 

The Capesize Index, which tracks shipping freight costs for 
the largest carriers of dry bulk commodities, fell into negative 
territory for the first time since its founding in 1999. The head 
of investor relations at Euronav, one of the world’s biggest tanker 
companies, said, “Coronavirus is having a large disruptive effect 
on the marketplace and our business.” Rates for supertankers 
have reportedly dropped to $23,000 per day from $140,000 per 
day a month earlier. 

One company that tracks container shipments said that as 
many as two million TEU’s may have been idled worldwide. The 
Port of Los Angeles reports that a quarter of container ship-
ments from China have been canceled so far. Those impacts 
dwarf the effects of the U.S.-China trade dispute.

There will undoubtedly be impacts to the barging industry, 
but at this point it’s hard to say what they will be. The inland 
barge industry is downstream of the blue-water shipping indica-
tors and isn’t directly affected by all of them.

 A lot will depend on what happens in the next few weeks 
and months. Observers are closely watching infection figures. If 
the infection spread remains linear, a global pandemic may still 
be avoided. If global efforts to contain the virus seem to be tak-
ing effect and the restrained economic forces are able to bounce 
back, shipping could recover.
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St. Paul District Pool 6 DMMP Focuses On Beneficial Use
By Anna Townshend

On February 4, the St. Paul Engineer 
District released its draft Environmental 
Assessment for its proposed dredged ma-
terial management plan (DMMP) in Pool 
6, a 14.4-mile stretch of the Upper Mis-
sissippi River from Lock and Dam 5A in 
Fountain City, Wis., to Lock and Dam 6 
in Trempealeau, Wis.

The DMMP is a long-term plan for 
managing the material from mainte-
nance dredging along the 9-foot naviga-
tion channel. Previously, the district has 
managed its dredged material under the 
Channel Maintenance Management Plan 
(CMMP), completed in 1996. After the 
Corps was questioned about its dredging 
practices and its lack of long-term plan 
in the 1970s, it instituted the GREAT I 
study, completed in 1980, which became 
the basis for the CMMP, the first set of 
long-term dredged material placement 
plans and designated placement sites.

“We’ve been using that as a living 
document,” said Steve Tapp, St. Paul 
District channels and harbors chief. “So 
if we have changes at the sites, we meet 
with the partners and endorse changes 
to the plan.”

As far back as 2014, the district was 
seeing increased flows and sediment in the 
river, and fewer places to put the dredged 
material. The St. Paul District is unique 
among Corps districts in that it places all of 
its dredged material upland. None of the 
material goes to open-water sites, and the 
clean sand is ripe for beneficial use proj-
ects. The Corps used upland properties 
to place sediment, which were all owned 
by private parties or local government. 
The site owners either had a use for the 
dredged material or the means to sell it.

In 2013, the Corps lost access to one 
of its three upland placement sites, the 
Winona Commercial Harbor site, where 
the Corps placed about 50,000 cubic 
yards annually. The owner of the Homer 
West site also told the Corps that space 
there was limited, where the Corps had 
been placing about 50,000 cubic yards of 
sediment each year. This left capacity for 
only about 20,000 cubic yards at its third 
Winona Harbor site.

This need for upland placement sites 
initiated the new DMMP process to find 
other long-term sites with greater capac-
ity. “With all the recent increase in flows 
and sedimentation, we started seeing a 
big uptick in dredging volumes in Pool 
6,” Tapp said.

Rising Water And Sediment Loads

As far back as 2014, river levels were 
rising, and sediment numbers were in-
creasing, but the last few years, those in-
creases have jumped dramatically. The 
district shattered records last year for 
the sheer volume of water that flowed 
through the system. In 2019, Lock 10, 
the southernmost dam in the district, saw 
25.4 trillion gallons of water. The record 
previous to that, in 1993, was 19.2 trillion 
gallons.

At Winona, average flows recently 
have increased each year. From 1940 to 

1980, the average annual flow was 29,000 
cubic feet per second (cfs.). From 1981 
to 2018, it was 37,000 cfs. In 2017, it was 
48,000, in 2018, 51,000; and in 2019, 
69,000.

“With all the extra water coming into 
the system, it’s bringing sediment with it,” 
Tapp said. Changes in climate and local 
land use have also affected the sediment 
load, he said.

Last year, the St. Paul District dredged 
about 1.1 million cubic yards of sediment, 
slightly above the average. Tapp said the 
district is estimating, based on surveys of 
the river this year, that between 1.4 and 
1.6 million cubic yards of sediment re-
mains in the river from last year due to 
equipment and time restraints.

“We dredged shallower and narrower 
in most of the areas we did dredge, just to 
ensure that we were able to get to all of 
the locations that did need our attention. 
We refer to that practice as dredging pi-
lot channels. The intent is that we go back 
at a later date and clean them up better. 
We hope to do that in 2020, but the river 
needs to cooperate, and the forecast for 
flooding doesn’t look good,” Tapp said. 
The upcoming spring is predicted to be 
worse than last year for high water.

“Our plan right now is to start dredg-
ing early again,” Tapp said. The Corps 
mechanical dredge Wade will begin work 
in April, and the cutterhead dredge Goetz 
will start in mid to late April.

Starting the dredging early depends 

somewhat on the flow of the river, and 
dredging on high water can be done, 
but it’s not as efficient. “If the water is 
too high, sediment is moving around too 
much,” Tapp said. “But if we wait until 
water levels come back to normal, we’ll 
have problems everywhere.” 

DMMP And Beneficial Use

Even if the Corps can remove all the 
increased sediment, it still faces challeng-
es in placing all that material, and the 
new DMMP has set forth a plan for new 
upland sites. The Corps hosted a pub-
lic meeting on February 11 in Winona, 
Minn., and the comment period will re-
main open through March 9.

DMMP planning is based on securing 
dredged material storage capacity for the 
next 20 years. According to the draft plan, 
Pool 6 is expected to produce 1.25 million 
cubic yards of dredged material over that 
period. Given this pool’s extensive use of 
beneficial use over the last 30 years, the 
Corps wanted the new DMMP to con-
tinue that practice. The study also iden-
tified sites for more traditional placement 
methods, if beneficial use methods could 
not meet the capacity needed.

In 2018, the Corps purchased the 
Homer West site, where it plans to im-
prove access in and out of the site with 
railroad and new turn lanes to improve 
safety for trucks. Once the site is estab-
lished, Tapp said, the Corps wants to 
open it up for free material. “We’ll try to 

market it, but we don’t try to sell it,” Tapp 
said. “Our main objective is getting rid of 
the sand.”

To figure out how much capacity was 
needed, the plan set a target minimum, 
based on the largest annual amount of 
dredged material possible, estimated 
from historic dredging records. The high-
est single dredging season in Pool 6 was 
134,400 cubic yards in 2014, a year with 
significant flooding. Adding 33,600 cubic 
yards for contingency results in a target 
minimum annual capacity of 168,000 cu-
bic yards.

This is a fairly small amount, com-
pared to other pools, which is what makes 
management completely by beneficial 
use possible in Pool 6.

Then, the Corps identified possible 
placement sites, 30 total, which would be 
used in one of three ways—open beneficial 
use, where dredged sand would be stock-
piled and removed as needed by private 
or local entities; permanent placement, 
where material would not be moved, such 
as mining pits; and one-time beneficial 
use, where dredged material is used for a 
special purpose, such as construction fill, 
or for creating or enhancing islands. 

Nine sites were identified for further 
investigation and differentiated into three 
tiers. Tier I sites had both the lowest unit 
cost, plus met the target minimum capac-
ity. These sites include two existing sites 
used for beneficial use at Winona Har-

See ST. PAUL DISTRICT  PAGe 9

—photo courtesy of St. Paul Engineer District
Dredged material unloading operation at a placement site in Pool 6. 
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Missouri River Projects Lead To Growth
By Shelley Byrne

An extended period of high winter wa-
ter levels along the Missouri River has 
meant more business for companies using 
the waterway, but it also has led to accelera-
tion of upgrades at the Port of Kansas City.

“When we reopened the port in 2015, 
the estimated life of the original moor-
ing infrastructure was seven to 10 years,” 
said Richard Grenville, vice president of 
multimodal logistics for the Port of Kan-
sas City. “However, from 2017 to pres-
ent, we have experienced higher and 
more robust releases from the upstream 
reservoirs. Normal releases provide a 
9-foot-by-300-foot channel with a read-
ing at the KC gauge of 10 feet. For the 
past three years, the gauge has not been 
below 15 feet. This has caused the old 
structures to deteriorate as barges were 
tied at higher levels, putting greater 
strain on the structures at the mud line 
and causing some to fail.”

As a result, the port has replaced four 
of its mooring dolphins. Originally, the 
port planned to replace the structures in 
phases, starting with two, but it expanded 
the initial project to replace four of them 
in a $700,000 project with Massman Con-
struction of Overland Park, Kan.

“The mooring project was approved 
last spring, but water levels until De-
cember were too high to start the proj-
ect,” Grenville said. “Acceptable levels 
were not achieved until December. The 
project was started in mid-December and

See mISSOURI RIVeR  PAGe 8

—photo courtesy of Port of Kansas City
Since the Port of Kansas City reopened in 2015, it has seen double-digit growth in tonnage of cargo passing through 
it and recently completed a major project with Massman Construction to replace four mooring dolphins. High water 
levels along the Missouri River and mild weather have led to shippers taking advantage of water transportation during 
an extended season. Other ports have also reopened.
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completed in February.”
That’s highly unusual for the Missouri, 

where the normal season routinely ends 
after November. Higher than normal re-
leases from the Gavins Point reservoir, 
coupled with mild weather, have made it 
possible for shippers to continue to take 
advantage of water transportation on the 
Missouri. Grenville noted that it also af-
fected tow sizes last year, however. Nor-
mal tow size is six to eight barges, but it 
was reduced to four to six last year.

John Scharmer, Massman’s project en-
gineer overseeing the job, said the new 
mooring dolphins are of the tripod vari-
ety, steel pilings with welded steel on top, 
filled with sand.

“The new dolphins will serve as replace-
ments to the damaged ones; however, the 
alternative design will provide a more du-
rable structure capable of handling barge 
loading and debris impact,” he said.

The new mooring dolphins were in-
stalled both upstream and downstream of 
the port and provide multiple points for 
tying off and fleeting barges that have just 
been loaded or are next to be loaded. It’s 
easier than running lines to the bank to se-
cure the barges and especially helpful for 
common cargoes at the port, which include 
fertilizer, scrap metal and coal slag, he said.

Tonnage Growth

The Port of Kansas City has seen dou-
ble-digit growth in tonnage since reopen-
ing, Grenville said.

“In 2015, we handled 13,000 tons, and 
this year, despite the fact that St. Louis 
was closed to navigation for nine weeks, 
we handled more than 100,000 tons,” 
Grenville said, referring to the port’s 2019 
numbers. “Kansas City has been a freight 
hub for many years and now has a viable 
navigable waterway and is a true multi-
modal freight hub.”

He added that it’s not just the Port of 
Kansas City that has come online in re-

cent years. Ports and terminals are also 
open for business now in St. Joseph, Mo.; 
Lexington, Mo.; Omaha, Neb.; Nebraska 
City, Neb.; and Walcott, Kan.

The Port of Kansas City is also involved 
in developing other projects along the riv-
er, including Berkley Riverfront, an 85-
acre development and park site down riv-
er. Additionally, Union Berkley Riverfront 
opened in 2018, featuring 410 apartment 
units. It is the largest single-phase multi-
family development project in the entire 
Kansas City metropolitan area. The same 
year, Bar K opened. It is a fully staffed, 
professionally maintained dog park featur-
ing a restaurant and bar. Membership was 
at capacity even before it opened.

“To turn this previously undeveloped 
land into a mixed-use world-class part of 
our city, we focused on investment and 
environmental revitalization over the 
span of 30 years,” said Jon Stephens, Port 
of Kansas City president and chief execu-
tive officer. “Our vision for the riverfront 
includes a diverse, walkable community 

that is an extension of downtown.”
When complete, the 55-acre river-

front will feature more than 65 million 
square feet of mixed-use office, residen-
tial and retail space, what Stephens and 
others are calling Kansas City’s front yard. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
continues to improve the Missouri Riv-
er’s navigation channel, and the reliabil-
ity for navigation improves year after year, 
Grenville said.

“The growth and demand at the Port 
of Kansas City will result in significant im-
provements in years to come,” Stephens 
said. “The goal is to consistently be one of 
the fastest growing and innovative ports 
in the Midwest.”

Grenville added, “Having to reopen a 
70-year-old facility has its challenges, es-
pecially where decaying infrastructure is 
concerned. Our capital plan for the next 10 
years is over $30 million and includes a new 
dock, rail car conveying system, improved 
storm water retention storage dome struc-
ture and repaving the terminal.” 

WEDA Environmental Excellence Awards Criteria Updated 
Each year, the Western Dredging As-

sociation (WEDA) presents Environ-
mental Excellence Awards to outstanding 
projects at its annual WEDA Environ-
mental Summit and Exposition. In 2020, 
the awards will be announced on June 
10, during the WEDA Luncheon at the 
WEDA Dredging Summit and Exposi-
tion being from June 9–12 in Houston, 
Texas.

Three Environmental Excellence 

Awards will be given, one for each of the 
following categories:

• Dredging for Navigation (pur-
pose is to create or maintain navigation 
channels).

• Environmental Dredging (pur-
pose is environmental enhancement, e.g., 
remediation or wetland creation).

• Mitigation or Adaptation to 
Climate Change. This category includes 
dredging or marine construction projects 

that exemplify and implement the World 
Organization of Dredging Associations 
(WODA) Statement on Mitigation and 
Adaptation to Climate Change.

The criteria for the award was re-
vised in January. Projects can now be re-
submitted if they were not selected for 
the WEDA Environmental Excellence 
Award in the previous two years. Also, at-
tendance is expected and presentation of 
a technical paper by project representa-

tives is encouraged at the WEDA June 
2020 Houston Dredging Summit.

The 2020 application process and cri-
teria for the awards can be viewed on 
the Environmental Awards page of the 
Dredging Summit & Expo website, www.
dredging-expo.com/env-award

Applications should be submitted by 
March 27 in PDF format to Craig Vogt, 
chair of WEDA’s Environmental Com-
mission, at Craig@CraigVogt.com.
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St. Paul District
(CONTINUeD fROm PAGe 5)

bor and Homer West. Winona Harbor is 
owned by the city of Winona. The Corps 
has a real estate agreement through De-
cember 2021 to place material there, with 
an annual capacity at 20,000 cubic yards. 
The Corps owns the Homer West site, 
which is located downstream of Winona 
and has a capacity of 109,000 cubic yards.

Tier I also includes three sites, one at 
Homer East, and two expansion projects 
at Winona Harbor. The two Homer sites 
will take the majority of the dredged ma-
terial for the next 20 years. Dredged ma-
terial placed at the site would be available 
to the public for free. The clean sand is 
typically used for general construction fill, 
winter road maintenance or landscaping.

The Winona Harbor site has been in 
use since 1975, and the new DMMP in-
cludes two expansions, one small (1 acre) 
and one large (8 acres) for upland place-
ment downstream of the existing site.

In the event that dredging sediment 

or beneficial use trends change, the plan 
also identifies one open beneficial use site 
(Tier 2) with a very high cost at Port Au-
thority Business Park, a collection of va-
cant lots located on the southeast side 
of Winona. Dredged material at this site 
would be used beneficially by the city.

Finally, three Tier 3 sites provide op-
portunities for permanent placement at 
mining pits—the Yeadke Pit, Highway 43 
Pit and Winona Sand and Gravel Airport 
Pit. They could relieve pressure at open 
beneficial use sites, but would come at a 
high cost.

Final DMMP

After the public review period dead-
line in March, the project team will re-
view comments. Barring any major chang-
es from the review period, any comments 
and minor changes will be addressed in 
the report within a few weeks to a few 
months, Tapp said. From there, the draft 
goes to the River Resources Forum, which 
includes Corps partners on the river, such 
as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the 

Omaha Engineer District Awards $37 Million Levee Repair Contract 

U.S. Coast Guard and EPA. 
“We let them review it and get an en-

dorsement from them. It’s not a permit, 
but giving their support of the docu-
ment,” Tapp said.

From there, the plan will go to the di-
vision office in Vicksburg, where Corps 
leadership will take at least a month for 
review. Tapp said the final DMMP for 
Pool 6 could be approved by mid to late 
summer.

The St. Paul District is also redoing 
DMMPs for Pools 2, 4 and 5. Pool 5 is 

complete. The Findings of No Significant 
Impact (FONSI) was signed on February 
10. For Pool 2, the public comment pe-
riod closed January 8. Reviews are ongo-
ing and will move to partner agency and 
divisional office reviews soon, with antici-
pated completion in May. For Pool 4, the 
Corps team is updating the report based 
on comments from the public review, and 
the revised draft will go out for another 
round of public comments this summer. 
The Corps anticipates that report will be 
completed this fall or winter.

The U.S. Omaha Engineer District an-
nounced February 15 that it has awarded 
a $37.4 million construction contract to 
Weston Solutions of Chester, Pa. The con-
tract “keeps the team on track for closing 
the final breach on the L-550 levee system 
before March 1,” the district said.

This contract is the second final repair 
contract to be awarded for the Missouri 
River Left Bank Levee Systems, which 

will allow the Corps to begin repairing 
the levee system to its congressionally au-
thorized level, in turn restoring the flood 
risk management benefits provided by 
the levee system. The contract also uti-
lizes a portion of the recently established 
$1 billion in contract capacity the Omaha 
District put in place following the March 
2019 flooding.

“The team has been working around the 

clock to repair the L-550 levee system. Hav-
ing this contract in place will allow the team 
to continue these efforts moving forward, 
as we understand how important these 
Missouri River levee systems are to the lo-
cal communities and the nation as a whole,” 
said Rachel Shrader, the project manager 
for the L-550 Levee Repair Project.

Missouri River Levee System L-536 is 
the next levee system in line to have a fi-

nal repair contract in place, with the con-
tracting process already underway.

There are more than 500 miles of le-
vees on the Missouri, Platte and Elkhorn 
rivers, and tributaries that experienced 
significant flood damage since March 
2019. Due to the magnitude of damage 
along these levees, repair of the levee sys-
tem efforts will take an extended period 
of time to complete, the district said.
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DSC Dredge Hosts Annual Dredge Operators Training Course
By Frank McCormack

Reserve, La.-based DSC Dredge 
held its annual dredge operators train-
ing course February 5 at the Omni Royal 
Orleans in New Orleans’ historic French 
Quarter. Known as the “Dreducation 
Class,” the one-day event is designed 
to educate and equip newcomers to the 
dredging industry on how to be more pro-
ductive and operate more efficiently.

Charles Johnson, DSC Dredge’s di-
rector of sales, led the event, which is de-
signed to be industry-specific rather than 
brand-specific. The Dreducation Class 
covered topics ranging from the opera-
tion of centrifugal pumps and how to read 
gauges and pump curves to dredge pump 
efficiency; types of excavators; pipeline 
sizes, velocity, friction and production; 
booster pumping; water and slurry; proj-
ect planning; and dredging techniques.

“The importance of the class is to af-
ford dredge operators a better understand-
ing of the basics of how a cutter suction 
dredge is designed and functions,” John-
son said, “such as the excavation system, 
the transport system, slurry characteristics, 
pipeline velocity versus turbulence, how to 
read a pump curve and factors that affect 
the overall dredging efficiency.”

Johnson said this year’s class drew 
26 attendees. This is the 16th year DSC 
Dredge has conducted the Dreducation 
Class and the 12th year the training course 
has been held at the Omni Royal Orleans.

New to the agenda this year was an 
introduction to DSC Dredge’s new cut-

ter suction dredge design, called the 
“Sharkuda.” The new class of dredge is 
a “wide format swinging ladder dredge” 
and features a “spud glider system” that 
allows the unit to move while continuing 
to dredge.

“The Sharkuda makes a cut approxi-
mately 7 percent wider than a conven-
tional dredge of the same class,” Johnson 
said. “Coupled with its patented automat-

ed glider spud carriages, the design re-
sults in an increase in dredge efficiency, 
over a conventional dredge of the same 
class, of over 20 percent.”

DSC Dredge offers the Dreducation 
Class annually in New Orleans between 
mid-February and mid-June. Plans are al-
ready underway for the 2021 installment. 
The company will showcase its Sharku-
da dredge design at the upcoming CON-

EXPO-CON/AGG 2020, an international 
construction trade show set for Las Vegas 
March 10–14.

DSC Dredge also offers its dredge 
operators training course on location for 
both new DSC dredge purchasers and 
companies seeking further training, re-
gardless of the dredge manufacturer. 
More information is available on dsc-
dredge.com.

Participants of DSC Dredge’s 2020 “Dreducation Class” gather for a photo. Pictured from DSC Dredge are Charles 
Johnson (left), director of sales for DSC Dredge, and William Wetta (right), DSC’s senior vice president and chief 
technology officer.
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Southwest Pass. That will be simplest to 
do. We’re already very close to the 50-
foot depth at Southwest Pass, because 
we’ve had some gauge adjustments 
lately. … Then in the next couple years 
we’ll be working from Baton Rouge to 
New Orleans.”

Team Sport

Later during the panel, Sean Duffy, 
executive director of the Big River Coali-
tion and moderator of the panel, outlined 
what it took to achieve approval and fund-
ing for the deepening project. He made it 
clear the effort required Louisiana’s con-
gressional delegation, maritime indus-
try representatives, partners at the Corps 
and state officials all pulling in the same 
direction.

“Waterways management is a team 
sport,” Duffy said.

Duffy also praised the partnership 
between the Corps, the state and indus-
try that’s made it possible to beneficial-

ly use material dredged from Southwest 
Pass to rebuild Louisiana’s Birdfoot Del-
ta, which is critical to maintain the river’s 
channels as it nears the Gulf. The effort, 
Duffy said, is without match in the realm 
of coastal restoration.

“The largest wetlands restoration proj-
ect in the world is happening below Ven-
ice,” Duffy said. “Ten thousand acres in 
right at 10 years. The deepening will add 
another 1,200 to 1,500 acres.”

Duffy said that work to restore the 
Birdfoot Delta has a twofold effect.

“This area is critical,” he said. “And 
yeah, I’m not delusional. When we re-
build that coast, it helps protect that 
channel, and that’s very important to what 
we do.”

Duffy recognized the river pilots espe-
cially for supporting the effort and work-
ing together to safely navigate ships past 
the cutterhead dredge often at work near 
Head of Passes at river Mile zero.

High Water

Also part of the river operations and 
infrastructure panel were Suzanne Van 

Cooten, hydrologist in charge with the 
Lower Mississippi River Forecast Cen-
ter, and Tim Osborn, regional naviga-
tion manager with the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration’s Office 
of Coast Survey. Van Cooten overviewed 
the historic 2019 high water season, call-
ing the five-year period between 2015 
and 2019 the wettest on record. Osborn 
sounded off on the recent trends of high-
er rain totals, longer high water seasons 
and extended dense fog seasons, propos-
ing that the navigation industry and gov-
ernment agencies view those trends as 
the “new normal.”

“At that point, with that kind of new 
normal being firmly established in our 
minds, let’s then think about what we do 
with over $2 billion of economic com-
merce going on every day on the Missis-
sippi River and to the port,” he said.

Rounding out the operations and in-
frastructure panel were Capt. Will Wat-
son, deputy sector commander of Coast 
Guard Sector New Orleans, and Capt. 
Michael Miller, president of the Associ-
ated Branch Pilots.

Later in the program, Ken Eriksen, 
senior vice president with IHS Markit, 
moderated a trade and transport panel 
that featured Sal Latrico, CEO of Amer-
ican Patriot Holdings LLC (APH); Mike 
Steenhoek, executive director of the Soy 
Transportation Coalition; Alexis Max-
well, research director for Green Mar-
kets, who spoke on fertilizer; Carl War-
ren, director of port development for 
CSX Transportation; and Paul Rohde, 
vice president for the Midwest Region 
of Waterways Council Inc.

Steenhoek looked at the negative im-
pacts the United States’ trade war with 
China has had on the country’s farmers, 
comparing it to the impact a major league 
baseball stadium would have on business 
in its immediate vicinity. 

“I think you can argue, particularly 
in the year 2019, for the soybean indus-
try and a lot of U.S. agriculture, the major 
league baseball stadium moved, and that’s 
been very frustrating for us,” he said.

Steenhoek said the recently-an-
nounced Phase 1 trade agreement be-
tween the two countries has some 
promise, but there’s much left to be 
determined.

Container Plans

Latrico later outlined his compa-
ny’s plan for establishing a new model of 
transporting containerized cargoes on the 
Mississippi River. The company has part-
nered with the Plaquemines Port, Harbor 
& Terminal District and a host of smaller 
ports upriver. American Patriot Holdings’ 
vision is to build a container terminal near 
the mouth of the Mississippi River and, 
utilizing a newly-designed, fast-moving 
container vessel, transport containers to 
inland ports more efficiently than truck 
or rail transport.

Latrico said from Plaquemines to 
Memphis will be a seven-day round 
trip, with a round trip to St. Louis tak-
ing 10 days. A round trip to Kansas City 
will take 11 days. Other points of con-
nection, Latrico said, will include Dal-
las, Joliet, Ill., and Jefferson City, Mo. 
Latrico said the vessels will be able to 
travel 13 knots upriver. Latrico said 
economic modeling by APH indicates 
a potential 40 percent to 50 percent 
savings routing exports from St. Louis, 
Memphis or Arkansas overseas through 
Plaquemines, with a 25 percent to 50 
percent advantage for imports moving 
through Plaquemines to those same in-
land ports.

“Our operational startup date, what 
we’re looking at right now, is we’re pret-
ty close to finalizing some [memoran-
dums of understanding] that bring some 
bankable volume to the table,” Latrico 
said. “We’re hoping to go to shipyards this 
summer, and we look to be in operation in 
the third quarter of 2022.”

The conference also featured an eco-
nomic outlook and the awarding of a 
scholarship for a master of transportation 
student at the University of New Orleans. 
The conference concluded with a coal 
panel discussion looking at trends and 
forecasts for both steam coal and metal-
lurgical coal.

The date for the 2021 World Trade 
& Transport Conference, which is tied 
to the Carnival season, is already set. 
The conference will be held February 
10–11, 2021.
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Women Of WEDA Seeks New Members Corps Announces Work Under Disaster Relief Act

Dredging Safety Council Releases Pipeline Incident Prevention Guide
The Council for Dredging and Ma-

rine Construction Safety (CDMCS) re-
leased Pipeline Incident Prevention (PIP), 
a recommended best practices guide for 
safe dredging near underwater gas and 
hazardous liquid pipelines located in U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers federal naviga-
tion channels. 

In September of 2018, the CDMCS 
Pipeline Task Force (PTF) set to re-
duce underwater pipeline incidents dur-
ing dredging activities by delivering solu-
tions that support safe work practices and 
increase public awareness through inter-
agency public/private collaboration and 
information-sharing. This resource de-

livers on that promise with recommen-
dations fully vetted by all stakeholders: 
dredging contractors, pipeline operators, 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, the Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration, and vari-
ous state agencies.

Crewmembers and shoreside manage-
ment can benefit from the many follow-
ing topics: understanding pipelines and 
their operators, understanding dredges 
and their operators, notifying 811 One 
Call, obtaining accurate pipeline coor-
dinates and ownership information from 
the various federal and state databases, 

identifying pipeline leaks and knowing 
how to respond, effectively collaborat-
ing and communicating with all parties, 
ensuring pipeline avoidance, and imple-
menting advance planning three months 
prior to project start.

At the end of the guide, there is also a 
complete federal, regional and state reg-
ulatory agency point-of-contact list cov-
ering all states on the West Coast, Gulf 
Coast and East Coast from Florida to 
Massachusetts. Additionally, there is a 
PIP Hazard Mitigation Checklist that 
covers preventative steps prior to work-
ing near underwater pipelines and steps 
to take in the event of a pipeline leak.

The PIP and Hazard Mitiga-
tion Checklist are available for 
download at https://cdmcs.org/
underwater-pipeline-resource-center/

The PIP comes in two sizes (letter, 8.5 
by 11 inches, and pocket, 6.25 by 9.25 
inches), while the Hazard Mitigation 
Checklist is formatted for one size, 4.5 
by 11 inches. Both were designed to be 
double-sided. Non-members of the CD-
MCS, should review this link for book-
let creation directions. A limited number 
of hard copies will be provided to CD-
MCS members at upcoming CDMCS 
meetings.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
announced additional work that it will ac-
complish with funding provided in Public 
Law 116-20, the Additional Supplemen-
tal Appropriations Disaster Relief Act, 
2019, signed into law June 6, 2019. 

Among other things, Public Law 116-
20 provided $3.258 billion in five ap-
propriations accounts: Investigations; 
Construction; Mississippi River and Trib-
utaries; Operation and Maintenance; and 
Flood Control and Coastal Emergencies. 
Of that amount, $740 million was provid-
ed to build flood and storm damage re-
duction projects. 

The Corps will also use $35 million pro-
vided in the Investigations account to com-
plete flood and storm damage reduction 

studies in two states and three territories 
that will focus on the opportunities to re-
duce the overall flood risk facing the nation. 

The Corps will also use an estimat-
ed $281.5 million to construct two flood 
and storm damage reduction projects in 
North Carolina—Surf City and North 
Topsail Beach, N.C., and Carteret County 
(Bogue Banks), N.C. An additional $39.6 
million provided in the Construction ac-
count will be used to complete construc-
tion of the Princeville, N.C., flood and 
storm damage reduction project. 

The table listing the projects and stud-
ies receiving funding are posted at www.
usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/
Budget/ as “Supplemental Appropria-
tions for Disasters 2019.”

Women of WEDA (Western Dredging 
Association) represents a quickly growing 
membership group of WEDA all over the 
Western hemisphere. This group is de-
signed to give all WEDA members an op-
portunity to become a part of the Women 
of WEDA to have better access to a net-
work of similar professionals in the field 
of dredging, research institutes, univer-
sities, related industries, governmental 
authorities and consultants. Women of 
WEDA provides members opportunities 

to exchange ideas, gain business insights 
and expand networks within the sector.

During this year’s Dredging Summit & 
Expo in Houston, Texas, Women of WEDA 
members and newcomers will have numer-
ous opportunities to network with people 
representing the most prominent dredging 
organizations throughout the world. There 
will be two Women of WEDA events, a 
breakfast and a social hour. 

To become a member of Wom-
en of WEDA, visit www.west-
e r n d r e d g i n g . o r g / i n d e x . p h p /
weda-membership-application.

To receive the Women of WEDA 
newsletter, visit www.westerndredging.
org/index.php/events?eventId=62&contr
oller=event&task=individualRegister

Visit Us Online
WATERWAYSJ0URNAL.NET
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Lack Of Maintenance Program Cited In 2019 Collision 
By David Murray

The lack of an effective mainte-
nance program that might have detect-
ed a clutch system operating at only 40 
percent of efficiency was responsible for 
the February 13, 2019, collision between 
the Miss Dixie and a tow being pushed 
by the D. & R. Boney, according to a re-
cent finding of the National Transporta-
tion Safety Board. 

On that day, the twin-screw, 2,400 hp. 
Miss Dixie was downbound at Mile 104 of 
the Lower Mississippi River with a crew 
of four and a tow of five barges when it 
collided with the upbound towing vessel 
D. & R. Boney, which was pushing nine 
barges. Several barges broke loose from 
their tows and were gathered up by the 
respective crews. No injuries or pollution 
were reported; the cost of damages was 
reported at $294,530.

After the Miss Dixie passed under the 
Huey Long Bridge at 10 mph. and was ma-
neuvering around a sharp bend between 
Mile 105 and Mile 104, the current cre-
ated an eddy that pushed the vessel’s bow 
to starboard and dropped speed to 6 mph. 
The Miss Dixie was lined up to meet two 
oncoming tows, one pushed by the Mary 
Parker and the next by the D. & R. Boney. 

After passing the Mary Parker, the 
Miss Dixie’s captain noticed that the ves-
sel was not responding to his steering and 
propulsion commands. A deckhand no-
ticed smoke in the engineroom and re-
ported a fire in the area of the port clutch. 
The captain rang the general alarm and 
requested that the D. & R. Boney pass 
“port to port”; the latter’s captain re-
sponded that the two vessels would col-
lide if they attempted that maneuver and 
began to back at maximum astern. Mean-
while the Miss Dixie’s crew searched for 
the source of smoke but saw no fire; at no 
time did they report hearing any fire or 
smoke alarms.  

At 7:17 p.m., the Miss Dixie’s cap-
tain broadcast that he had lost an engine; 
about 30 second later, his lead barge col-
lided with the lead barge of the D. & R. 
Boney’s tow, breaking several wires and 
releasing several barges, which the crews 
regathered. 

After the incident, the crew deter-
mined that the port clutch was the source 
of the fire. A service representative in-
spected the part and concluded that it 
was operating at 40 percent of efficiency 
and had excessive wear.

The Miss Dixie, built in 1961, has been 

acquired by its then-operator six months 
prior to the incident. The owner told in-
vestigators he was not aware of the main-
tenance and inspection requirements for 
the part. “Without records to show any 
previous maintenance or inspections of 
the clutches aboard the Miss Dixie, the 
condition of the units before, or at the 
time of, the accident is unknown,” the 
NTSB reported.  

It concluded that the accident’s prob-
able cause was “the lack of an effective 
maintenance program aboard the Miss 
Dixie, resulting in excessive and unde-
tected wear of the port clutch, which com-
promised the vessel’s maneuverability.”

The Miss Dixie was involved with two 
other casualties in the weeks following 
the collision, including a crankcase explo-
sion that caused an engineroom fire. It was 
towed to shore, removed from active service 
on March 3, 2019, and was later scrapped. 

Burns
(CONTINUeD fROm PAGe 3)

“We’d like to extend our appreciation 
to the two companies that came alongside 
to assist us last night,” Jenkins said. 

Jenkins noted that the City of Cleve-
land was really in a remote part of the 
river.

“Those that came behind us didn’t 
hesitate,” she said.

The Susan K is part of the SCF fleet, 
while the Jackson Platte and Big J.O. are 
with Yazoo River Towing. 

NASA To Study 
Mississippi Delta 
Subsidence

The National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration announced February 20 
that it is launching a new program to use 
overflights to study the causes and possi-
ble remedies of the shrinking of the Mis-
sissippi River delta.

The project, dubbed Delta-X, project 
will mount two field campaigns, in April 
and the fall, and will focus on two areas: 
the Atchafalaya Basin, which has gained 
land, and northwest of Terrebonne Bay, 
which has lost land.

Beginning in April, the Delta-X team, 
led by principal investigator Marc Simard 
of NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in 
Pasadena, Calif., will collect data by air 
to better understand why some parts of 
the delta are sinking while others are not. 
Each campaign will consist of four over-
flights, collecting data at both high and 
low tides. Other teams will collect water 
samples by boat.

During each campaign, the team will 
fly over the region with three aircraft 
specially equipped with remote sensors. 
The sensors will measure how much wa-
ter flows through river channels and how 
much of it flows onto wetlands. They will 
detect the amount of sediment and where 
it gets deposited.

NASA said processing the data should 
take about 9 months, after which it will 
be available for model-building. “These 
models will empower local communities

See DeLTA  PAGe 15



sennebogen-na.com   704-347-4910

Port operators are up & running every day with  
SENNEBOGEN purpose-built material handlers.
• Diesel, electric and hybrid models
• Models from 44,000 to 750,000 lbs.
• Service and Parts Centers everywhere you need them
•  Customized boom & stick configurations
• Factory-trained technicians
•  OEM attachments for many applications

Whether You Are Rollin’ 
On The River Or Working 
By The Water...

For the location of the dealer closest to 
you, go to sennebogen-na.com/dealers

Brandeis Machinery
Fort Wayne, IN 260-489-4551
Indianapolis, IN 317-872-8410
Corbin, KY 606-528-3700
Lexington, KY 859-259-3456
Louisville, KY 502-493-4380
Paducah, KY 270-444-8390
Stanville, KY 606-478-9201

Edward Ehrbar
Holbrook, NY 631-563-7600
Yonkers, NY 914-738-5100

Komatsu Northeast
South Plainfield, NJ 908-561-9000
Winslow Township, NJ 856-767-5900

Midlantic Machinery
Laurel, DE 302-715-5382
Bellefonte, PA 814-308-5660
Frackville, PA 570-874-6140
Harrisburg, PA 717-652-3190
Hatfield, PA 215-822-0145
Wilkes-Barre, PA 570-824-9891

Murphy Tractor
Gering, NE 308-436-2177
Grand Island, NE 308-381-0741
Lincoln, NE 402-467-1300
North Platte, NE 308-534-7020
Omaha, NE 402-894-1899
Cincinnati, OH 513-772-3232
Jackson, OH 740-688-4100
Vandalia, OH 937-898-4198
Greensburg, PA 724-837-4500
Harmony, PA 724-776-3636
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Obituary Notices
Charles F. 

“Chuck” Miller, 
71, of Paducah, 
Ky., died Decem-
ber 11, 2019, at 
his residence. He 
was a purchasing 
agent for several 
barge companies 
including MEM-
CO, AEP, ACBL 
and Agri-Trans. 
He also worked for Petter Supply as a 
salesman.

He grew up on the river and enjoyed 
boating and traveling. Miller and his wife, 
Marla, had season tickets for the St. Louis 
Rams and enjoyed tailgating at the games. 
They liked entertaining friends and fam-
ily at their home around the pool, grilling 
and cooking for everyone.

William John “Johnny” Bull Sr., 
77, died February 14 at the Baton Rouge 
General Hospital, after a battle with can-
cer. He worked for many years at Dredg-
ing Supply Company Inc., from which 
he retired in 2013. His brother-in-law, 
Thomas Wetta III, founded the firm, and 

his nephews, Bob 
and Bill Wetta, are 
currently presi-
dent/CEO and 
senior vice presi-
dent/chief tech-
nology officer, 
respectively.

“Our hearts are 
saddened by the 
loss of our uncle 
and a member of 
the dredging community,” said Bob Wet-
ta. “John Bull committed his entire life 
to our industry and for this we are grate-
ful. His love for his family and co-workers 
was evident through his actions every day 
of his life. Uncle Johnny will be greatly 
missed.”

Bill Wetta added, “John Bull’s vast 
experience in both the small and large 
dredge markets, as well as his civil en-
gineering knowledge, made him a go-to 
person for our engineering, automation 
and product support groups; he always 
made himself available and was fun to en-
gage with. He will be missed as a resource 
and as my favorite uncle!”

Miller Bull

To Place An Obituary In The WJ
The Waterways Journal will publish obituary information for anyone who was 

involved in the barge and towing industry and related industries. Obituaries are 
free, but are subject to editing according to WJ standards. Send the information 
to The Waterways Journal, 319 N. 4th St., Suite 650, St. Louis, Mo. 63102; email 
info@waterwaysjournal.net; or call us at 314-241-7354.

CONEXPO-CON/AGG Set For Las Vegas

Registration Opens For WEDA Dredging Summit
Registration is now open for WEDA’s 

Dredging Summit & Expo ‘20. The con-
ference will take place at the new Marri-
ott Marquis Hotel in downtown Houston, 
Texas, June 9–12. 

WEDA’s Dredging Summit & Expo ‘20 
includes three days of  presentations and 
focused panels, access to an Expo Hall fea-
turing more than 90 exhibitors and a com-
plete social program to facilitate interac-
tions with more than 500 attendees from 
all segments of the dredging industry.

WEDA is a not-for-profit professional 
association with a primary focus to pro-
vide value to its members, meeting at-
tendees, and the dredging industry in 
general. WEDA shares knowledge and 
information to benefit the dredging in-
dustry and protecting and/or restoring 
the environment.

Reduced rate registration ends April 
1. Online registration is available on WE-
DA’s dedicated conference website, www.
Dredging-Expo.com

Between March 10 and March 14, 
more than 2,000 makers of every kind of 
crane, material handler, mixer, excavator, 
crusher, loader, conveyor and other heavy 
equipment will be exhibiting and dem-
onstrating their products at CONEXPO-
CON/AGG in Las Vegas, Nevada.

North America’s largest construction 
trade show, CONEXPO-CON/AGG is 
organized by the Association of Equip-
ment Manufacturers (AEM) and held ev-
ery three years, always in Las Vegas. This 
massive event features the latest equip-
ment advances and newest technology 
applications in every aspect of construc-
tion—including marine construction. 

This year the event will occupy 2.6 
million square feet of exhibit space at the 
Las Vegas Convention Center, as well as 
another outdoor venue at the Las Vegas 
Festival Grounds. The event includes 150 
education sessions. 

Among the many CONEXPO-CON/
AGG exhibitors that serve the marine 
market are Cummins, Dam-It Dams, 
Liebherr, Manitowoc Cranes, Poseidon 
Barge Ltd. and more.

Delta
(CONTINUeD fROm PAGe 14)

and resource managers with the informa-
tion and prediction capabilities they need 
to make the necessary decisions to save 
and restore the delta,” said Simard.

Over the past 80 years, coastal Loui-
siana has lost an estimated 2,000 square 
miles of wetlands, an area about the size 
of the state of Delaware. It’s been esti-
mated that the coast loses the equivalent 
of a football field per day of land. 

More information on Delta-X can be 
found at https://deltax.jpl.nasa.gov/.
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Full Service Rental / Bareboat Rental
www.gcservices.com > Rental Tab

(337) 905-1170

No Licensed
Captain Required!

TRUCKABLE
TUGS

600 HP
Twin Screw
Truckable

Sleeping Quarters
4' Draft

350 HP
Twin Screw
Truckable
3.5' Draft

Bouchard
(CONTINUeD fROm PAGe 3)

“The Coast Guard does not intervene 
in labor [pay] disputes,” Edwards said. 
“Our primary concern is the safety of 
the crews and safe operation of the wa-
terways. The Coast Guard is concerned 
about proper provisions and water for the 
crews.”

In response to a request from The 
Waterways Journal, ABS confirmed that 
it stopped performing all classification/
certification work for Bouchard on Feb-
ruary 13.

Actions In New York

U.S. Coast Guard Sector New York 
marine inspectors boarded all vessels 
owned and operated by Bouchard in the 
Captain of the Port (COTP) zone on Jan-
uary 29.

Bouchard crews reported “critical op-
erational conditions such as low fuel and 
lube oil levels, potential stability concerns 
and unauthorized vessel-to-vessel fuel 
transfers.” Inspectors also heard crews 
talk of abandoning the vessels because 
they had not been paid.

Operating “with low fuel and lube oil 
reserves and no contingency plan to ad-
just for significant weather changes pos-
es a hazard to the port,” Capt. R.C. San-
sone, acting COTP for the Port of New 
York and New Jersey, wrote in issuing an 
initial order. 

That initial order gave all anchored 
Bouchard towing units in the port 24 
hours to submit a plan to moor at a safe 
berth or “restore safe operational status.”

After Bouchard complied, the initial 
order was rescinded the next day.

Then on February 13, the Coast 
Guard ordered three Bouchard ATBs 
to immediately move from anchorage in 
New York harbor to safe berths.

“As a result of recent safety checks, 
the Coast Guard has determined the op-
erational condition of these vessels poses 
a risk to safety of New York and New Jer-
sey waterways,” the order said.

“Specifically, Bouchard has been un-
able to consistently maintain safe fuel and 
manning levels aboard these vessels, and 
does not have adequate contingencies in 
place for emergency weather or other 
conditions requiring movement within 
the port,” a Coast Guard statement said. 

Vessels subject to the COTP or-
der were the Ellen Bouchard and barge 
B-262; Evening Star and B-250; and the 
Frederick Bouchard and B-260. 

Actions In New Orleans 

Edwards said there were concerns that 
unpaid crews onboard Bouchard vessels 
within the Eighth Coast Guard District 
had threatened to abandon their vessels, 
leaving the vessels with less than the re-
quired minimum manning requirements.

“Having crews abandon their vessels 
creates an unacceptable risk to pollution 
and maritime commerce,” Edwards said. 
“The Mississippi River is vital to com-
merce and if unmanned, a vessel could 
sink or break away from anchor, disrupt-
ing commerce.” 

In New Orleans, the Bouchard Girls 
and its barge, the B-295 were boarded 
the evening of February 14 and ordered 

to tie up at an Associated Terminals dock 
below New Orleans in Violet, La., near 
Mile 83 Above Head of Passes (AHP). 

Yellowfin Marine Services of Hou-
ma and Marquette Transportation were 
scheduled to conduct “dead ship” tows of 
the tug and barge units to a dock in Lee-
ville, La., on Bayou Lafourche above Port 
Fourchon, where residual cargo and slops 
will be removed from the tugs and barges.

Not all fuel and lube will be removed, 
Edwards explained, because “we want to 
make sure once the tugs are mechanically 
sound they can operate.”

A second Bouchard unit, the Don-
na J. Bouchard and its petroleum barge 
B-272, was anchored nearby at Nine Mile 
Anchorage. 

Both vessels on the Mississippi River 
were subject to Notices of Federal As-
sumption (NOFA) in which the Coast 
Guard is “federalizing,” or assuming re-
sponsibility for, the vessels. 

The NOFA was issued by Capt. Kristi 
Luttrell, Commander of Sector New Or-
leans, on February 14. After Bouchard 
appealed the COTP Orders, Capt. Lut-
trell rejected Bouchard’s appeal, Edwards 
said. 

The Bouchard Girls had a seizure or-
der enacted on December 27 from the 
U.S. Marshals, Edwards added. 

“This seizure was a result of a private 
entity that made a claim against the vessel 
through the Department of Justice and 
was not something the Coast Guard was 
involved in,” Edwards said.

Funding for the federal response 
comes from the Oil Spill Liability Trust 
Fund. 

Action In Texas
In addition, two Bouchard ATBs un-

der COTP orders are at anchor off Sa-
bine Pass: the Danielle Bouchard with 
the B-245 and the Kim Bouchard with 
the B-270. 

On February 9, Marine Safety Unit 
Port Arthur received notification that the 
master of the Danielle M. Bouchard and 
Barge B No. 245 “declared that the ves-
sels were critically unsafe.” 

The master’s allegation was the ”crew 
on board the Danielle M. Bouchard is un-
able to respond to an emergency because 
some crew members departed the vessel 
without replacements.”

Two crew members reportedly paid 
$1,100 to have a boat deliver them to 
shore. 

Captain of the Port Order 010-20, is-
sued by Capt. J.M. Twomey on February 
10, added the captain of the Danielle M. 
Bouchard “threatened to abandon post 
while at anchorage in violation of 33 CFR 
164.19.”

Similarly, Capt. Twomey issued a 
COTP Order 011-20 to the Kim Boucha-
rd and B-270, because crew threatened to 
abandon that vessel while also anchored 
offshore.

The COTP Orders required the ves-
sels to maintain adequate manning by 
the next day, February 11, or transit to 
a safe berth. Both vessels were required 
to maintain communication with Vessel 
Traffic Service (VTS) “until matters are 
resolved.” 

The Danielle Bouchard had a crew 
change February 20, but neither the off-
going nor on-coming crews have been 
paid since January 1. 

In Corpus Christi, the Barbara E. 
Bouchard with the B-240 is moored at the 
Martin Energy Service Dock on Harbor 
Island in Port Aransas. 

News reports from 3News on KIIITV, 
a local channel, said the crew has been on-
board and unpaid for more than 45 days, 
but the Coast Guard will not let them leave 
until properly relieved. It also said Martin 
Energy filed a lien against the vessel.

A crewman answering the vessel 
phone on February 22 said he could not 
talk to the media and would not confirm if 
there was a recent crew change.

A lawsuit seeking class-action status 
for back pay has been filed by New York 
attorney Paul Hofmann of Hofmann & 
Schweitzer on behalf of several Bouchard 
employees.

Bouchard Responds

In responding to COTP orders in 
New York, Bouchard issued the following 
statement:

See BOUCHARD  PAGe 20



TO RESERVE ADVERTISING SPACE PLEASE CONTACT
Dee Dee Whittaker | deedee@wjinc.net | 270.519.5316

Zac Metcalf | zac@wjinc.net | 314.561.4701

TO SUBMIT NEWS RELATED TO OUR SPECIAL ISSUES PLEASE CONTACT
John Shoulberg | john@wjinc.net | 314.241.7354

WATERWAYS JOURNAL SPECIAL ISSUE —
MARCH 23 – VESSEL 
CONSTRUCTION & REPAIR
Our annual look at inland shipyards and repair facilities, highlighting 
new deliveries and future construction/repair needs. We will feature 
several new builds and repowering projects in this issue.

Ad material and space deadline is March 13.

APRIL 6 – 
FEATURED PORT/REGION

Ad material and space deadline is March 27.

WATERWAYS JOURNAL SPECIAL ISSUE —
APRIL 20 – INLAND PORTS & 
TERMINALS
A look at what’s new with river ports and terminals including funding 
challenges, new developments and more. The issue will feature 
products and services used by ports and terminals, including conveyor 
systems, storage solutions and material-handling equipment. 

Ad material and space deadline is April 10.

MAY 4 – 
INFRASTRUCTURE REPORT

Ad material and space deadline is April 24.

LOOK WHAT’S 
COMING AROUND 

THE BEND...
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DISTRIBUTORS OF STEEL PIPE FOR…

• Pipe Piling • Casing Pipe • Culvert & Drainage
• Spuds/Spud Wells • Dredge Lines • Dolphins

New and Used Steel Pipe
800-238-7473 • (314) 842-8604 • (314) 842-9064

Web site: www.crestwoodtubulars.com
E-mail: info@crestwoodtubulars.com

985-384-8200
www.centralboat.com

TUG, BARGE,  
DOCK SERVICES

CENTRAL BOAT RENTALS
DICKINSON BAYOU DOCK

DATREX Maxflow 
Mesh Vest

Comfort and Safety

Pilothouse  
1-800-40 PILOT

www.PilothouseCharts.com

 L
and material barges.

 

 Inland and ocean towing services. 

 Operating 2 inland tugs.
 

800.227.4348

The Barge PeopleSM

New Orleans   |   Norfolk   |   Houston
www.mcdonoughmarine.com

Meeting your daily 
  cargo challenges

Barges for Rent

ationwide.16
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Phone: (314) 561-4701 • DEADLINE WEDNESDAY NOON • Email: zac@wjinc.net
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   4 - Boats, Barges, Etc.: Wanted 
   5 - Miscellaneous For Sale
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   8 - Personals
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 12 - Business Opportunity
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ADVERTISING CLASSIFICATIONS

1-888-755-0080 MEMPHIS, TN

GRAPHITE
SHAFT PACKING

1730 Gilsinn Lane, 
Fenton, MO, 63026
Phone: 314-968-0001
800-394-6674
Fax: 314-968-0019
800-230-5377

FOR SALE
28,000 bbl

Notched Tank Barge

Controlled Water Systems Inc.
Complete Potable Water 

Treatment
Purification/Filtration

FDA Systems in Stock
731-645-3222

Southern Towing Company in Memphis, TN is accepting 
applications for Wheelhouse Personnel. MMC Master of Towing 
Vessels Req. Endorsements WR & GL/INL. Experience on UMR, 
LMR, ILR, OH preferred. 28/28 & 28/14 schedules available. 
Competitive Rates & Benefits. Health, Dental, Vision, LT/ST Dis-
ability, Life Ins, Matching 401k. Immediate Openings Available.

Apply online at WWW.SOUTHERNTOWING.NET

WANTED: CAPTAINS
PILOTS

VESSEL 
ENGINEERS 

Southern Towing Company in Memphis, TN is accepting 
applications for experienced, motivated, and safety-
oriented vessel engineers. Flexible schedule 28/28 or 
28/14. Competitive Rates & Benefits. Health, Dental, 
Vision, LT/ST Disability, Life Ins, Matching 401k. 
Immediate openings available. 

Apply online at WWW.SOUTHERNTOWING.NET

WANTED

Apply online at www.pbmat.com

IS HIRING A USCG LICENSED PILOT 
FOR OUR NASHVILLE, TN LOCATION

Valid Master of Towing Vessels with 
Western Rivers endorsements required

Competitive wages, Benefits and 401K

Commercial Port & Terminal
6615 Robertson Av., Nashville, TN 37209       

Dry Bulk - Inside/Outside
615-254-1956   615-514-1491         

www.pbmat.com

Crane Barge 35’ x 200’ with 50 ton  
American crane on it - $100,00.00

Deck Barge 32’ x 128’ with spud- $75,000.00
Contact: 412-384-6711 or info@blankwelding.com

EQUIPMENT 
FOR SALE

HELP WANTED—1
#1 SHORE TANKERMAN PROVIDER, TEAM 

SERVICES LLC seeks experienced and career 
minded professionals to work in MEMPHIS, 
CORPUS CHRISTI, Houston, Beaumont, Baton 
Rouge, New Orleans. Outstanding compensation 
provided to deliver the best in safety/environ-
mental, teamwork and customer service. Flexible 
schedules, guaranteed wages, bonuses, paid va-
cation, 100% company provided medical, and ST/
LT Disability, matching 401k and Profit Sharing. 
Forward resume to jobs@teamservicesllc.net.

A+ EXPERIENCED TANKERMEN NEEDED! 
PETRO-CHEM SERVICES, a young and grow-
ing shore tankerman company, has immediate 
opportunities in LA. and TX. We are in search of 
motivated professionals who will add value to our 
company in customer service, safety and opera-
tional integrity. Exceptional compensation/ben-
efits package that includes health, dental, vision, 
LT disability, matching retirement and paid vaca-
tion. Apply online at www.petro-chemservices.
com/careers

ALERT PILOT POSITIONS!! St. Jude & New 
Madrid Harbor Service is seeking USCG licensed 
pilots (Western Rivers with TWIC). We are a 
harbor service in Southeast Missouri. Schedule 
is 5-5-5. Competitive wages & full benefits. Call 
573-688-2214 or email at linda@stjudenewma-
dridharbor.com

BAYOU FLEET IN HAHNVILLE IS LOOKING 
FOR DECKHANDS - Top pay. Employer paid 
Health, dental, vision, disability, bonuses. Call 
Justin @ 985-783-6403

JEFFREY SAND COMPANY IS HIRING A 
USCG LICENSED PILOT FOR OUR CONWAY, 
AR LOCATION – Valid Master of Towing Vessels 
w/Western Rivers endorsements required. Com-
petitive wages, benefits and 401K. Apply online 
at www.jeffreysand.com. Email any questions to 
ken.bolton@jeffreysand.com

LOOKING FOR A FULL-TIME PILOT with a 
minimum of a 50-ton license to run the WATER 
TAXI’S in Moline, IL May through October. Con-
tact: alice@celebrationbelle.com

SHORE SIDE ENGINEER/ MECHANIC 
WANTED: Located in Memphis, TN. Competitive 
rates and benefits. Please forward resume to: 
Shore Side Engineer/ Mechanic P.O. Box 13363 
Memphis, TN 38113

SITUATIONS WANTED—2

TRIP PILOT FOR HIRE – Upper/Lower IL 
River. $1200/day. Call Capt. Don. 618-214-2882

SCHOOLS—2A

BECOME A MASTER MARINE SURVEYOR: 
Navtech/US Surveyors. Marine Surveyor course. 
Includes recreational, commercial, USCG fishing 
program, forms, guidelines, membership, and as-
sociations. 800-245-4425.

DAVIS MARINE TRAINING, INC. Towing Li-
cense preparation, Master or Steersman, ready 
to fit your schedule and budget. Upgrades and 
Engineer classes. USCG approved courses for 
Radar and Rules of the Road every other week. 
901-382-1772, www.davismarinetraining.com

INLAND LOGISTICS & MARINE INSTITUTE 
AT WKCTC: Offers Electronic Charting Software 
(ECS) course utilizing Rose Point software, teach-
ing Coast Guard required topics. Coast Guard ap-
proved online courses in Tankerman Tank Barge 
D/L and Maritime Security Awareness, 16 & 40- 
hour Fire Fighting classes. Also offering marine 
EMD, hydraulic, electrical, OSHA, and more. Call 
270-534-3893, charles.carter@kctcs.edu 

INLAND WATERWAYS ACADEMY - Deck-
hand, Tankerman, Steersman, Radar, Firefighting 
and more. Associates Degree in Maritime Tech-
nology Available. Serving the Upper Ohio River 
Region. Huntington, WV. 304-697-5616.

LOGISTICS & MARINE INSTI-
TUTE AT WKCTC: Online Associate in Applied 
Science Degree in Marine Technology with tracks 
in Wheelhouse Management, Marine Engineer-
ing, Marine Logistics Operations, and Marine Cu-
linary. Online courses in Tankerman Tank Barge 
D/L and Maritime Security Awareness. Rise above 
the crowd and establish yourself as a leader in the 
industry. Receive college credits for your Coast 
Guard License. Contact Ron Robbins (270) (270) 
534-3895, ronald.robbins@kctcs.edu
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ENGINEERS
Inland Marine Service, the premier inland towing management company 
serving the marine industry, currently has career opportunities for Engineers. 
These positions are responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of engines 
and equipment aboard the vessel.

ESSENTIAL DUTIES:

•  Performs regular maintenance on 
vessel engines.

•  Repairs faulty or failed equipment 
aboard the vessel.

•  Conducts transfers of fuel, lube oil, 
and bilge water in compliance with 
all USCG regulations.

•  Orders parts and engine room 
supplies with approval from Master 
of vessel or appropriate office 
personnel.

•  Performs transfers of fuel & bilge.

•  Maintains daily engine room logs 
and other required reports.

•  Acts as the Fire-Fighting Specialist 
which includes knowledge, 

maintenance, and operation of 
equipment (i.e. extinguishers, 
fire hoses, nozzles, fire pumps, 
automatic systems, etc.).

•  Performs other related engineering 
functions as required.

REQUIREMENTS

•  Valid TWIC

•  Knowledge of hydraulics, 
electronics, pneumatics, piping, 
sewer, steering, and engine turbos

•  DDE license, PIC, and experience 
with 4000HP vessel (EMD engine 
type) preferred

The company offers a competitive daily rate and benefits to include, medical/dental/vision/
life insurance/401k..

EOE    M/F/V/D

NEW CONSTRUCTION 
Mitsubishi S6R2 | 1600 H.P. TIER 3 

 
67’ 6” X 28’ | 29’ 10” Eye Level 

TIER 3 SUBCHAPTER M COMPLIANT 
Available 3rd Quarter 2020 for 

Bareboat Charter with PURCHASE OPTION 
Marine Chartering Associates LLC 
5718 Westheimer, Suite 1240 
Houston, TX 77057 

johnm@marinecharteringllc.com 
(713) 782-8070 
www.marinecharteringllc.com 
 

SAN JACINTO COLLEGE MARITIME CAM-
PUS: Earn an Associates of Applied Science in 
Maritime Transportation with 12 Coast Guard cer-
tificates and 2 at sea internships. Receive college 
credit for your Merchant Mariner Credential. Over 
70 USCG and STCW approved courses. Basic 
and Advance Fire Fighting courses offered every 
other week. Located in La Porte, Texas. Call 281-
459-5483, SanJacinto.Maritime@sjcd.edu

THE RIVER SCHOOL - Serving rivermen and 
inland mariners since 1972! Deck and engineer 
licenses, radar observer, tankerman, fire and wa-
ter safety courses. Travel classes in convenient 
locations. 800-238-7113. www.riverschool.com.

FLOATING EQPT. FOR SALE, ETC.—3
10K BBL TANK BARGES FOR LEASE: 1-W/

Vapor: 1964 Double Hull Jeffboat built, NEW 
COI, 195’ x 35’ x 12’6”, 4:71 GM diesel 
engine 1- W/O: 1965 Double Hull Jeffboat 

built, 195’ x 35’ x 12’6”, 6:71 GM diesel 
engine Contact: Chris Gonsoulin 850-255-5266 
www.mbbrokerage.net

BARGES FOR LEASE: 120x52x7 Crane 
Barge, 120x50x7 Crane Barges, 100x45x6 Crane 
Barges, Various Size Deck Barges, Call Paul 
Peoples, 270-313-2602, paul.peoples@yagerma-
terials.com

BARGE LEASING – 195 X 35 X 10 DECK 
BARGES: 731-885-5600, www.GlennDaulton.
com, info@GlennDaulton.com, Dan M. Frankum, 
Mickey Smith

BARGES FOR RENT: J.R. GRAY BARGE 
RENTALS 985-873-2923. Spud, deck, hopper, 
shale, sectional, floats.

BARGES FOR SALE: 250’x 72’ ABS, 180’ x 54’ 
x 12’ ABS and 100’ x 54’ x 7’ spud barges, 110’ X 

ADDITIONAL CLASSIFIEDS
30’ Deck/ bin barges contact Terry Feehan at 504-
780-8100 www.mcdonoughmarine.com

BARGES/TUGS FOR RENT: Crane/Material 
Barges, Sectional Barges. Truckable tugs 300 to 
650 h.p. under 26’. Contact: Newt Marine Service 
563-557-1855

FOR CHARTER: 195’ x 35’, 120’ x 30’, 130’ x 
35’ Deck Barges. Contact Mark Bowling 270-577-
3013, Wayne Rigdon 270-577-3018 Or mark@
mbowlinginc.com

FOR RENT - 2 - 10K BBL Double Skin Tank 
Barges. Central Boat Rentals, Inc. 985-384-8200 
greg@centralboat.com

FOR SALE 15 OPEN HOPPERS -Jeffboat 
1996, 9 Boxes, 6 Rakes, 200’x35’x13’. Call 314-
561-4701 or e-mail zac@wjinc.net for more infor-
mation. 

FOR SALE: 2 – 200’ X 90’ X 15’ BOX BARG-
ES Heavily Built, Ballast System, Freshwater 
Only, Available with or without Winches. Contact 
Rick Sacoulas at rsacoulas@riversalvae.com

FOR SALE – M/V BOOMER: Built in 1957 by 
Loyd Mason, Rebuilt in 2011 by Canton Marine 
Towing Co., Dimensions: 50.66ft x 19.5ft x 5.5ft, 
Twin screw – powerd by Cummins 855 @ 730 HP, 
ZF Marine, Model ZFW325, red 2.933:1, Two (2) 
Kubota, model V3300 generators powering 30kW 
generators. Contact Goat Patterson at Osage 
Marine 314-421-3575 ext 1143 Goat.patterson@
osagemarine.com

NEW 195 x 35 x 10 HEAVY DECK BARGE 
FOR SALE – Call Paul Peoples, 270-313-2602, 
paul.peoples@yagermaterials.com

BOATS, BARGES, ETC. WANTED—4

WANTED – Used work barges, long reach ex-
cavator, hopper/deck barge, 1000HP twin screw 
boat, superior unloading conveyor. Call Delbert 
Meuth 270-860-9230 or Aaron Meuth 270-860-
3006

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE—5

25 MATERIAL HANDLERS FOR SALE: 
Fuchs, Sennebogen, Liebherr, Caterpillar, Multi-
Docker, etc. Contact Ivan Jacobs, 303-699-7766

DIESEL FUEL PURIFIERS – simply removes 
water and heavy dirt, Filterless-filter SkimOil Inc. 
(314) 579-9755, www.skimoil.com

FIBER LIFT BARGE TOPS FOR SALE at Mile 
437 LMR. Call 601-529-6796 or 769-203-1556

NEW AND USED PROPELLERS: Call for 
availability and pricing. Best prices and service. 
Various sizes, styles & metals. New and Recon-
ditioned. Johnny’s Propeller Shop, 985-384-6940

PROPELLERS - NEW & RECONDITIONED 
PAIRS: 48”, 72”, & 80” Stainless Steel -Call for 
Pricing: (812) 283-5603

USCG APPROVED MARINE PIPE & CABLE 
TRANSIT - Firestop Made in the USA. 410-963-
1160 https://www.stimarine.com/products/mpact

MISCELLANEOUS WANTED—6

BARGE PUMPS WANTED: Byron Jackson, 
Blackmer U.S., Goulds, Johnston, C/W gear. Con-
tact Duvic’s, P O Box 1237, Harvey, LA 70059. 
Phone 504-341-1654. Give complete details, 
model, serial number, G.P.M. head discharge 
size.

WE BUY PROPELLERS: Any material or con-
dition, 20” and up. Johnny’s Propeller Shop, 985-
384-6940

SERVICES—9

BILGE WATER FILTRATION – evaporators, 
oily separation, USCG approved, MSD’s. SkimOil 
Inc. (314) 579-9755, www.skimoil.com

DRY CARGO BARGE CLEANING, material 
transfer, 150-ton crane barge, Mile 437 LMR, call 
601-636-3255 or 601-634-1965

731.885.5600

DAULT    N
BARGE LEASING, SALES & MANAGEMENT

SUPPLYING DECK, CRANE, 
DOCK & FREIGHT BARGES 
FOR OVER 80 YEARS.

LEASE OR PURCHASE 
YOUR NEXT BARGE 
WITH DAULTON

Dan M. Frankum, President/CEO 
Mickey J. Smith, COO

www.GlennDaulton.comInfo@GlennDaulton.com
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Barge Construction & Repair
Dock Barges • Crane Barges

Deck Barges • Dry Docks
Ohio River Mile 752.6

PO Box 2000, Owensboro, KY 42302
Call: Paul Peoples
270-313-2602
paul.peoples@yagermaterials.com

With an expert sales team and a high traffic online presence, 

DREDGE CENTRAL’S BROKERAGE SERVICE 
is ideal to get dredging equipment off your hands and 

money in your pocket.

DREDGEANDPITTRADER.COM                      +1-615-859-3733

ARE YOU IN THE INLAND MARINE & GIWW BUSINESS?
We are the Marketplace to Supply Your Equipment, Staffing & Training!

•  Help Wanted
•  Schools 
•  Floating Equipment For Sale
•  Boats, Barges, Etc. For Sale

•  Miscellaneous For Sale
•  Misc. Wanted
•  Public Notices
•  Services
•  Real Estate
•  Business Opportunities

Contact Zac at (314) 561-4701 or zac@wjinc.net to place your classified today.

WANTED: EXPERIENCED 
WHEELHOUSE PERSONNEL
Apply at: maritimecareers-kirbycorp.icims.com/jobs

Bouchard
(CONTINUeD fROm PAGe 16)

“The past two years Bouchard has 
confronted tests the likes of which it has 
not faced in 100 years of history. Today’s 
Sector NY/NJ Captain of the Port Order 
on just eight of our fifty-one units is a fur-
ther financial hurdle.

“Financial struggles are trial enough, 
but they are worse when they affect or 
worry our employees. We are working 
with financial and technical advisors to 
address the challenges at every level of 
our business. 

“Our employees, those who have been 
with us for years, those new to us in this 
moment of extreme duress are vital, and 
their forbearance, more than we have a 
right to ask for. 

“Today’s COTP Order does not change 
our focus. Please know that we are work-
ing everyday with clients, creditors, and 
the authorities to put our house aright. 
We have a financial plan and a clear un-
derstanding of and commitment to all 
those who work with, support and rely 
upon us. 

“Thank you for the opportunity to 
address your important and painful 
question.”

Recent Problems

Bouchard Transportation‘s safety cul-
ture came under scrutiny during crew-
members’ testimony at a two-week Coast 
Guard hearing following the October 20, 

2017 explosion of the B-255 while it was 
hauling up its anchor, which killed two 
crewmen on the tank barge.

Testmony revealed before the explo-
sion the B-255 was in a shipyard. Prior to 
leaving the shipyard, a tug captain walked 
off the job rather than sail with the barge 
because he felt shipyard work was not 
completed and leaving the barge in an 
unsafe condition. 

A second captain expressed the same 
fears, but stayed only after the office re-
peatedly asked him to stay for the voyage, 
and assured him he would be relieved be-
fore the barge began working, according 
to the Coast Guard hearing testimony.

Another outcome of the explosion was 
the U.S. Department of Labor’s Occu-
pational Safety and Health Administra-
tion (OSHA) found that the company and 
three of its officers violated the whistle-
blower protection rules when it retaliat-
ed against a seaman who cooperated with 
a federal investigation into the explosion, 
reported the maritime blog gCaptain.

The whistleblower, a Bouchard em-
ployee, was a brother of one of the de-
ceased and claimed he was fired for coop-
erating with investigators. 

Under the Seaman’s Protection Act, 
reporting violations of maritime safety 
laws and regulations, cooperating with 
Coast Guard safety inspectors and pro-
viding information to the Coast Guard 
about facts related to any marine casualty 
resulting in death are protected activities, 
the article said.

The National Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB) investigation concluded 
the probable cause of the explosion was 
a lack of effective maintenance and safe-
ty management of the barge by Bouchard 
Transportation Company, the blog said. 
The NTSB also found fault with inspec-
tion oversight by the Coast Guard and 

American Bureau of Shipping (ABS).

Consequences of Violating COPT 
Orders

In the COTP Orders issued at Sabine 
Pass, the Coast Guard outlined possible 
fines for seamen leaving a vessel under-
manned in violation of the order. 

It includes a maximum civil penalty of 
$94,219 for each violation in addition to 
a Class D felony punishable by up to six 
years in prison with additional fines of up 
to $250,000 for individuals and $500,000 
for an organization. It can also result in a 
loss of mariner credentials.

“I would like to make it very clear that 
the Coast Guard is not pursuing vessel 
masters’ or the crews’ licenses for their 
inability to follow Captain of the Port Or-
ders,” Edwards said.

“We are understanding of this diffi-
cult situation that Bouchard Transporta-
tion Company has put them in and are in 
regular communication with the crews to 
ensure their safety through daily welfare 
checks,” he continued.

“We are grateful to the mariners who 
continue to stand their watches and are 
doing their best to weather this situation,” 
he said. 

“The Coast Guard recognizes that the 
crews of these ships are responsible mar-
iners who understand their responsibil-
ity to the waterways and, given this un-
precedented situation, the Coast Guard is 
interested in the crew’s safety more than 
penalties and fines,” Edwards concluded.

In a separate email to The Waterways 
Journal, Daniel Henry, a public affairs of-
ficer at Coast Guard Sector New York, 
also expressed a strong interest in the sit-
uation the mariners were facing.

“We have no interest in taking en-
forcement action against hard-working 
professional mariners that are trying to 
do the right thing in a very difficult situa-
tion.” Henry said.

“Our focus is ensuring the safety and 
security of the port,” Henry added. “As 
always, if a mariner feels their situation 
is unsafe, they should contact the Coast 
Guard immediately.”

Arcosa
(CONTINUeD fROm PAGe 3)

up to meet the ongoing market recovery. 
Approximately $15 million of barge rev-
enues shifted into January 2020, causing 
fourth quarter revenues to be below the 
company’s expectations.

Based on its current portfolio of busi-
nesses, the company said it expects full 
year 2020 revenues of $1.95 billion to 
$2.1 billion, which represents year-over-
year growth of 17 percent at the midpoint. 

Adjusted earnings before interest, tax-
es, depreciation and amortization (EBIT-
DA) is expected to range from $275 mil-
lion to $300 million, the company said, up 
19 percent at the midpoint, with approxi-
mately 55 percent of Adjusted EBITDA 
expected to be generated in the second 
half of the year, due primarily to the an-
ticipated delivery schedules for the com-
pany’s barge and wind tower businesses.

Commenting on the outlook for 2020, 

Carrillo noted, “Market conditions across 
our portfolio remain robust, with a few 
exceptions. … We are experiencing pos-
itive demand for our construction prod-
ucts, barges, and utility structures, which 
we expect to more than offset headwinds 
in our rail components business and low-
er pricing in our wind towers business.”

Strong Backlog

The barge business received orders 
for $83.9 million, representing a book to 
bill ratio of 0.8 on 30 percent higher se-
quential revenues. The orders, which are 
scheduled for delivery in 2020, included a 
mix of dry and liquid barges. For the sec-
ond consecutive quarter, the company re-
ceived a higher proportion of dry barge 
orders as lower steel prices encouraged 
replacement of older barges.

Barge backlog totaled $346.9 million 
at the end of December, up 50 percent 
compared to last year, with improved 
pricing levels. 
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• PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY •

Heavy Lift • Marine Salvage 
Wreck Removal • Diving 

Dredging • Marine Construction
Marine Ways up to 4,000 Tons

4900 Grand Avenue • Pittsburgh, PA 15225
412-264-0345 • 412-264-0152 (fax)

customerservice@riversalvage.com • www.riversalvage.com

OKIE MOORE DIVING  
& MARINE SALVAGE

Diving & Marine Salvage
“Anywhere—Anytime”

(573) 718-3146

C. Thomas Miller
Nicholas M. Holland

300 Broadway, Paducah, KY  42001
270-443-4516

MARITIME COUNSEL

24 Hours
(573) 483-2045

FAX: (573) 483-3150
P.O. Box 67

Bloomsdale, MO 63627
Dennis GeorgesPort of st. louis

& Paducah

www.riverdivingandsalvage.com

The Waterways Journal will be 
glad to list the city, date and place of 
your meeting in this column, provided 
it is of interest to the barge and towing 
industry or allied businesses, is national 
or regional in scope, and is received at 
least three weeks prior to the meeting 
date. Address your announcement to 
Forthcoming Events Editor.

March 3–5, 2020. Mississippi River 
Cities & Towns Initiative, 2020 Capitol 
Meeting, Washington, D.C. https://www.
mrcti.org/

March 9–11, 2020. National 
Waterways Conference, 2020 Legislative 
Summit, The Madison Washington D.C. 
http://waterways.org.

March 17–19, 2020. American 
Association of Port Authorities, Spring 
Conference, Grand Hyatt Hotel, 
Washington, D.C. http://aapa-ports.org.

March 24–26, 2020. Western 
Dredging Association, Midwest Chapter 
meeting, Hyatt Regency, Green Bay, 
Wis. www.westerndredging.org.

March 29–31, 2020. National 
Association of Marine Surveyors, 
NAMSGlobal National Conference, 
Higgins Hotel, New Orleans, La. Contact: 
Jennifer Yovan, 281-480-6267; www.
namsglobal.org/coming-namsglobal-
events.

April 20–22, 2020. Inland 
Rivers, Ports & Terminals Inc., annual 
conference, Little Rock Marriott, Little 
Rock, Ark. Contact: IRPT, 618-468-3010; 
email admin@irpt.net; www.irpt.net.

April 21–24, 2020. Greater New 
Orleans Barge Fleeting Association, 
38th River & Marine Industry Seminar, 
Hotel InterContinental, New Orleans, 
La. Contact: GNOBFA, P.O. Box 232, 

Hahnville, La. 70057; phone Alan Savoie 
985-783-6605; http://gnobfa.com.

May 13–15, 2020, Warrior-
Tombigbee Waterway Association, 
2020 Annual Meeting, Grand Hotel, 
Point Clear, Ala. Contact: Mary Beth 
Davis, WTWA, 250 N. Water St., 
Mobile, Ala. 36602; 251-431-9055, ext. 
2; http://warriortombigbee.com email 
warriortom@aol.com.

May 18–20, 2020. The Waterways 
Journal, 2020 Inland Marine Expo, The 
Dome @ America’s Center, St. Louis, 
Mo. www.inlandmarineexpo.com.

June 9–12, 2020. Western Dredging 
Association, Dredging Summit & Expo, 
Marriott Marquis, Houston, Texas. https://
dredging-expo.com.

August 12–13, 2020. Arkansas-
Oklahoma Port Operators Association, 
Membership Meeting and MKARNS 
Navigation Workshop, River Spirit Casino 
Resort, Tulsa, Okla. Contact: Kimbra 
Scott, kimbra@muskogeeport.com.

September 13–16, 2020. American 
Association of Port Authorities, 2020 
Annual Convention, Quebec City, 
Canada. http://aapa-ports.org.

September 23–25, 2020. National 
Waterways Conference, 2020 Annual 
Meeting, Houston, Texas. http://
waterways.org.

September 29–October 3, 2020.
Society of Naval Architects & Marine 
Architects, SNAME Maritime Convention 
2020, George R. Brown Convention 
Center, Houston, Texas. Contact: http://
sname.org.

December 15–17, 2020. Diversified 
Communications, International Workboat 
Show, Morial Convention Center, New 
Orleans, La. www.workboatshow.com.

BARGE GRAIN MOVEMENTS (1,000 tons)
 Week Ending 2-22-20 Week Ending 2-23-19
River/Lock Corn Wht. Soy. Other Total Corn Wht. Soy. Other Total
Miss./15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Miss./25 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Miss./MP 152 16 63 0 231 105 13 72 0 190
Miss./27 165 16 64 0 245 106 14 75 0 196
Ill./LaGrange 144 14 61 0 219 93 13 72 0 178
Ohio/Olmsted 54 0 44 0 98 71 2 43 0 115
Ark./1 0 34 20 0 54 0 37 42 0 79
Cumulative to date for Miss./27, Ohio/52 and Ark./1: 
Year  Corn  Wheat Soybeans Other grains Total
2020 1,854 219 1,963 6 4,042
2019 1,539 309 1,650 9 3,506
*Other grains include barley, sorghum and oats. Totals may not add due to rounding. 

Source: USDA, Agricultural Marketing Service, Transportation & Marketing 
Division/U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

SOUTHBOUND BARGE FREIGHT RATES
  Date M/SP MM Ill. R StL Cinc L. Ohio C/M
 Rate 2-18-20 --- --- 292 190 208 208 180
 (actual) 2-11-20 --- --- 296 192 210 210 184

 Rate February --- --- 298 203 213 213 192 
 (future) April 377 338 308 208 218 218 197

 $/Ton 2-18-20 --- --- 13.55 7.58 9.76 8.40 5.65
 $/Ton 2-11-20 --- --- 13.73 7.66 9.85 8.48 5.78

 Current week percentage change from same week:
  Last year --- --- -44 -57 -57 -58 -56
  3-yr. avg. --- --- -25 -37 -39 -39 -31
 
 Notes:  M/SP: Minneapolis/St. Paul   MM: Middle Mississippi  C/M: Cairo/Memphis
  Rate = percent of 1976 tariff benchmark index. 
  Source: Transportation and Marketing Programs/AMS/U.S. Department of Agriculture

Forthcoming Events

Rob’t. E. Lee
(CONTINUeD fROm PAGe 22)

mantling. The Washington Artillery gave 
the boat a 100-gun parting salute and the 
USS Canonicus also saluted the state-
ly sidewheeler as it steamed up the Mis-
sissippi, receiving tributes from other 
steamboats and ships in the harbor. Riv-
ermen at Memphis awaited the late night 
arrival of the boat with a huge bonfire as 
other vessels blew whistle salutes.

Upon arrival at Portland, the forecas-
tle cannon aboard the Lee was fired twice; 
the first shot to honor the boat’s birthplace 
across the river, New Albany, and the sec-
ond to mark the closing of the boat’s color-
ful career. After a brief time at Portland, 
the Lee was moved over to New Albany 
and dismantled, its hull taken to Memphis 
for use as a wharfboat. Much of the equip-
ment was taken to the Howard Shipyard at 
Jeffersonville for use in the second Rob’t. 
E. Lee, completed early that year. 

As an interesting aside, just be-
low Vicksburg, at Port Gibson, there is 
a symbol with few equals anywhere in 
the world. Here the First Presbyterian 
Church spire points a golden hand to the 
heavens. Often touted as the most photo-
graphed church in the state of Mississip-
pi, tourists still pause to focus their cam-
eras on the steeple of the 1859 edifice, 
which is open daily to visitors.

The beautiful church contains elegant 
stained glass windows and has been home 
to two pipe organs, manufactured by the 
firm of Henry Pilcher’s Sons at Louisville, 
Ky., the first instrument shipped down 
the river by steamboat to Bayou Pierre.

Port Gibson is currently mourning the 
recent passing of Mrs. H.N. Gage, a long-
time friend of this writer, who served as the 
church organist since 1946 and, until recent-
ly, was still playing each Sunday at age 99.

A large bell, weighing 2,032 pounds, still 
summons the faithful to services and strikes 

the passing hours for the historic town, 
which Gen. Ulysses S. Grant deemed “too 
beautiful to burn” as his troops marched 
through the South in 1863.

Especially of interest to river people 
is that three chandeliers from the cab-
in of the steamboat Robt. E. Lee adorn 
the church sanctuary. The brass fixtures, 
which feature the famous general astride 
his horse, Traveler, were a gift to the 
church from the William Parker family, 
who owned an interest in the boat and 
were members of the congregation.

A founder and prominent member of 
the church was Horatio Nelson Spencer, 
lawyer, plantation owner and president of 
the Port Gibson Bank. Mr. Spencer also 
was the great-great-great grandfather and 
namesake of Nelson “Spence” Spencer, cur-
rent publisher of The Waterways Journal.

The Howard Steamboat Museum 
owns a stateroom door, several pieces 
of silver and some ornate wooden cabin 
arches from the Lee.

—photo by Keith Norrington
One of three chandeliers from the Lee 
now in the sanctuary of the First Pres-
byterian Church at Port Gibson, Miss.
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The Renowned Rob’t. E. Lee This Week
(From back issues of the WJ)

TEN YEARS AGO, the 84-year-old 
sternwheeler Becky Thatcher sank 

at its Ohio River moorings at Neville 
Island, and was presumed a total loss; 
heavy-tow pilots warned of the dangers 
of placing an aggregate-transfer facility 
between Wilkinson Point and the Up-
per Baton Rouge Bridge; and Steiner 
Shipyard delivered the mv. Arne Chris-
tinsen to Southern Towing Company.

TWENTY YEARS AGO, Bol-
linger Shipyards agreed to build 

an 8,000 hp. twin-screw towboat for 
Riverway Company; Donald Sweeney, 
economist for the Corps of Engineers, 
accused the Corps’ top officials of ig-
noring its own studies to justify ex-
panding seven Mississippi River locks; 
and the northbound towboat Navigator 
sank after striking a submerged object 
at Lower Mississippi River Mile 865.7. 

THIRTY YEARS AGO, Consoli-
dated Grain & Barge Company 

of St. Louis, Mo., sold its barge line 
to Conagra Inc. of Omaha; the Illinois 
International Port moved its head-
quarters to Iroquois Landing on the 
Chicago lakefront; and Steve Keasler 
recounted his rise from plumber to 
owner of Charleston Marine Trans-
port Inc., Charleston, Tenn.

FORTY YEARS AGO, Chem-
Marine Corporation was formed, 

with offices in Houston and Baton 
Rouge; and National Waterways Con-
ference President Harry Cook warned 
that higher user charges would hurt 
Baton Rouge and New Orleans most.

FIFTY YEARS AGO, the res-
taurant boat Lt. Robert E. Lee 

arrived in St. Louis, Mo., from Green-
ville, Miss.; Warrior & Gulf Navigation 
Company earned a permit to operate as 
a contract carrier on the Arkansas-Ver-
digris river system; and R. H. Allan was 
named director of the Louisville and 
Jefferson County Riverport Authority. 

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO,  
the Memphis and Osceola packet 

Whisper ran aground about 20 miles 
above Memphis; the gasoline packet 
C.R. Hull was operating on the Sun-
flower River out of Vicksburg; and the 
Government Barge Line, which had 
been operating under the U.S. Rail-
road Administration, was transferred 
to the War Department.

—Keith Norrington collection
The famed steamer Rob’t. E. Lee below St. Louis on the morning of July 4, 1870, nearing its victorious conclusion of 
the race with the Natchez. This is the only known image taken during the race.

Painting of the Lee on the Lower Mississippi by George Searle (1831–1925) in 
the writer’s collection; gift of Miss Ruth Ferris.

By Keith Norrington
The Rob’t. E. Lee was built at New Al-

bany, Ind., in 1866, at what was known as 
the lower yard of Dewitt Hill. A wooden-
hulled sidewheeler measuring 285 feet in 
length by 46 feet in width, the boat car-
ried eight boilers. The engines had 40-
inch cylinders with a 10-foot stroke.

When locals noted the name of the 
famous Confederate leader being paint-
ed on the wheel boxes, it became neces-
sary to move the boat across the Ohio to 
the Kentucky shore. Capt. John W. Can-
non, the owner of the boat, had chosen 
the name owing to the fact that the river-
boat was to operate in the New Orleans–
Vicksburg trade.

The U.S. Steamboat inspectors signed 
the certificate and the boat departed for 
the South on October 7, 1866.

The Lee is most famous for its race 
with the steamer Natchez from New Or-
leans to St. Louis in 1870, when the boat 
set a record run of 3 days, 18 hours and 14 
minutes, a lengthy and sometimes contro-
versial saga in the annals of steamboating.

The Lee enjoyed a lively career with 
only one notable accident, occurring in 

the early morning hours of December 
22, 1870, when it collided with the side-
wheeler Potomac while passing Natchez. 
The Lee was so badly damaged that it was 
run out onto a sandbar in a sinking condi-
tion. Raised and repaired, the boat went 
back into operation, bringing a record 

cargo of 5,741 bales of cotton to New Or-
leans in 1874.

In April 1876, with several thousand 
persons thronging the levee, the Lee de-
parted New Orleans with 60 passengers 
aboard, en route to Portland, Ky., for dis-

See ROB’T. e. Lee  PAGe 21
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