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have three sib-
lings, and we 
all kind of had 
to urge them 
to take it seri-
ously.”

She’s hav-
ing a similar 
running argu-
ment with her 
1 5 - y e a r - o l d 
son, a real-life 
variation of the 
hypothetical 
ethics debates 
she’s used to 
engag ing  in 

with students.
“Teenagers feel invin-

cible,” she said. “What 
I’ve been trying to impress 
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CORONAVIRUS FEARS

Families, friends, neighbors clash over what’s safe

and philosophy professor at 
Rutgers-Camden. “They’re 
Catholic, and they were 
weighing whether or not to 
go to church on Sunday. I 

By Samantha Melamed
The Philadelphia Inquirer

PHILADELPHIA _Justis 
Freeman, 23, is taking the 
threat of the coronavirus, 
and calls for social dis-
tancing to stem its spread, 
seriously _ working from 
home, staying indoors, try-
ing to limit any in-person 
contacts.

There’s just one problem. 
Freeman has roommates.

“I have asked them to 
stop inviting friends over 
as frequently, but that hasn’t 
changed much,” he lament-
ed in an email Monday. 
“Their attitudes about ev-
erything have been too lax 
in my view, because they 
aren’t worried about getting 
sick because of their age.”

That same civil war is be-
ing waged within families, 
friend groups, and neigh-
borhoods across the region, 
as people clash over what’s 
“safe” during a pandemic 
unlike anything else in their 
lifetimes. The battles are 
playing out during pleading 
phone calls to aging parents, 
vitriolic tweetstorms, and 
fiery family group chats. 
One side is armed with a 
bottomless supply of sta-
tistics, frightening news 
stories, and personal pleas 
from those most at risk; the 
other with skepticism and 
an understandable desire to 
maintain some normalcy.

“My husband is being 
a real dumba _ about this 
whole thing,” said a Mont-
gomery County woman in 
her 50s, who did not want 
to be named to avoid further 
marital strife. “He’s like, 
‘Flights are really cheap!’ ... 
He’s seeing it as a snow day, 
and that’s really not what’s 
happening here.”

As Philadelphia an-
nounced the closures of 
nonessential businesses on 
Monday, many residents 
were left pleading with 
their aging parents, both 
locally and out-of-town, to 
put away the golf clubs and 
suspend their regular bridge 
games.

“My parents just emailed 
us that they went out to 
dinner over the weekend 

and they’re 80 _ and my 
father is in the high-risk 
category because he’s dia-
betic,” said Margaret Betz, 
51, a Swarthmore resident 
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But it was the birth of 
her daughter E.J. 34 years 
ago, that truly ignited Fin-
gerett’s passion for sewing. 
“I got into it big time,” she 
said, recalling how she 
used to sew toys, dresses, 
dolls, quilts and more. 
She even hand-crafted a 
chuppah, a canopy under 
which a Jewish bride and 
groom stand under during 
their marriage ceremony, 
when one of her children 
got married.

Approximately five years 
ago, Fingerett sewed a bass 
case for one of her fellow 
musicians in the Babes. 

She researched 
the project on-
line before em-
barking on it 
and came upon 
the works of 
T h e  C r a f t y 
Gemini. 

“I don’t do a 
thing without 
watching one 
of her You-
Tube videos,” 

said Fingerett.
The bass case proved 

pivotal to her current proj-
ect of sewing medical 
masks because one of the 
two cases she made was 
created out of vinyl. That’s 

to sew. I made a skirt for 
my first official job inter-
view,” she said, laughing. 
A fledgling musician at the 

time, Fingerett needed a 
more professional wardrobe 
for her Office Assistant 
interviews than the one she 
wore for gigs but couldn’t 
afford to buy it. So, with her 
roommate’s assistance, she 
created it herself.

By Tami Kamin Meyer

Sally Fingerett, 65, the 
only original member re-
maining in the popular folk 
group, ‘The Four Bitchin’ 
Babes,’ said she couldn’t 
sit by idly and do nothing 
while the massive CO-
VID-19 outbreak led to a 
shortage of medical masks 
both locally and nationally. 

The fact that her son 
Aaron is an oncology RN 
for a Columbus medical 
practice focused on cancer 
was one factor in her deci-
sion to spend hours creating 
masks for people. The other 
is that Fingerett “just 
wanted to help.”

As a child grow-
ing up in Chicago, 
Fingerett, of Bex-
ley, witnessed her 
grandmother toil as 
a successful seam-
stress for menswear 
manufacturer Hart 
Schaffner  Marx 
for 30 years. Her 
brother also owned a store 
in Chicago where he sold 
leather coats he made.

In 1976, Fingerett was 
living with her first post-
college roommate in The 
Windy City, and that wom-
an owned a sewing ma-
chine. “She taught me how 

LOCAL SONGSTRESS HELPS

From a Gibson to a Singer to fight COVID-19

Sally Fingerett
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MARINE WORRY AT 94?

World War II survivors and the pandemic
in World War II were us 
guys who went overseas, 
although everyone here 
sacrificed and rationed,” 
he continued. “With the 
coronavirus we will see 
death here.”

Gould is determined for 
now to go about his life 

as best he can with a few 
more prayers thrown in for 
good measure. He says he’s 
among the lucky, well-pro-
tected ones, thanks to the 
caring residents and staff 
at the CC Young retirement 
community. The complex, 
just northwest of White 
Rock Lake, is the home of 
about 400 residents.

Like many other senior 
citizen communities, CC 
Young just  suspended 
many activities and put 
stringent restrictions in 
place, including specifying 
who can come and go and 
requiring that necessary 
visitors have their temper-
ature checked and answer 
screening questions from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Gould said the residents 
he’s talked with feel far 
from trapped they are 
grateful. “If there’s a good 
place to be at a time like 
this, it’s here,” he said. 
CC Young is a place where 
residents pull together and 
care about each other even 
if communication becomes 
limited to calls, email and 
Skype

Gould said the week-
end conversations at his 
retirement campus sound 
a lot like those proba-
bly happening in homes 
throughout North Texas: 
Do we leave for already 
scheduled appointments in 
public places? Do we go to 
the dining hall?

As for those lines at the 
grocery store? Gould, who 
still drives the mile to Al-
di’s once a week for milk 
and fresh fruit, shrugged 

no greater obligation than 
to limit our exposure to 
others, most especially the 
longtimers among us.

Yet never was there more 
a time when North Texans 
needed the commonsense 
wisdom of Gould and 
the many others like him 
those beloved el-
ders who have 
had the privilege 
of living through 
decades of ups 
and downs and 
gaining the per-
spective of the 
long view.

The i r  words 
and experience 
are testament to 
the  t ru th  that , 
as dire as things 
might look today, 
we will be OK. 
Gould, who has 
seen the world 
turned over by 
both by the Nazis 
and 9/11, says, 
“When you live 
a long time, you 
learn to keep it 
simple.”

His advice for 
the rest of us: “Take it 
easy, pray for each other 
and look after your neigh-
bors, even if you don’t 
know them that well espe-
cially those who are lonely 
or really fragile.”

Gould is a glass-half-full 
kind of guy who likes to 
keep the mood light, but 
he understands that the 
coronavirus is no laughing 
matter. His comparison to 
the 1940s is stark: “We 
are at war right now with 
something that affects all 
of our lives.”

“The ones most affected 

off doing much about that: 
“I’ll either stand in line or 
go back later.”

Gould said he and his 
friends are most worried 
about local senior citizens 
who live without support 
networks and are now 
feeling fear and isola-

tion. “If you are an 
older person living 
alone, where you 
have to worry with 
utilities or tripping 
over rugs, those 
are the vulnerable 
people.”

Living like that, 
he said, “would be 
the pits right now. 
You wouldn’t have 
the kind of relation-
ship we have here.” 
A t  C C  Yo u n g , 
“people share the 
good times and the 
bad times, so we’ll 
make i t  through 
this.”

Gould and his 
late wife, Jeanne, 
moved into the re-
tirement commu-
nity after living in 
Dallas for about 

50 years. He worked for 
the American Heart As-
sociation; she was a dental 
hygienist who for more 
than two decades volun-
teered at CC Young’s hair 
salon.

When they decided the 
time had come to leave 
their longtime Lake High-
lands home six years ago, 
moving to the White Rock 
retirement campus was the 
obvious next step.

Losing his wife of “68 
great years” to a stroke and 
heart attack in September 
shook Gould, but not his 
faith. Their relationship, 
he said, was built on a 
sound footing of Christian 
faith, and the church was 
always the steadying force 
in their lives.

Even in the face of his 
wife’s sudden decline and 
death, Gould was con-
stantly and consistently re-
minding others of the need 
to have faith in difficult 
times. “Every single time 
we talked, we always end-
ed with a prayer,” recalled 
Andy Stoker, senior pastor 
of First United Method-
ist Church. “And when I 
said ‘amen,’ he would say, 
‘Now, I’m going to pray 
for you.’”

Stoker, who has known 
Gould for about a decade, 
said that each time he 
serves the 94-year-old 
communion, especially 
since he walks to the front 
of the church alone since 
Jeanne’s death, they both 
cry. “I happen to have the 
sacraments, and he’s giv-
ing me back faith. We are 

See MARINE, page 10

John Gould, 94, 
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Take a step back into the 50’s

(740) 964-0056
Sun.-Mon 7am-2pm, Tues.- Sat. 7am-8pm

NUTCRACKER 50’S FAMILY DINER
63 East Broad St. (SR 16 & 310), Pataskala

Our customers and employee’s 
safety are very important to 

us therefore we will are closed 
until the shelter order has been 

removed. We look forward to 
when you can dine with us 

again and our thoughts and 
prayers are with those families 
who are suffering in this time. 
Lastly, we want to thank those 

frontline workers who 
continue to put others 
ahead of themselves.

Despite the coronavirus 
creeping all around us, 
the World War II Marine-
turned-piano-tuner gra-
ciously invited me to visit 
with him Saturday morn-
ing inside his retirement-
community apartment on 

By Sharon Grigsby
The Dallas Morning 

News

DALLAS _ Social dis-
tancing and 94-year-old 
John Gould do not go 
together.

the edge of White Rock 
Lake.

As much as I wanted to 
see his family photos and 
hear him play his trumpet, 
I knew it was safer to 
stick to a phone interview. 
Right now each of us has 
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participate in a pet-food 
assistance program through 
Henry’s Helping Paws, co-
founded last year by State 
Sen. Andy Dinniman and 
the Pennsylvania Veterinary 
Foundation.

“We were the pilot pro-
gram,” said Julie Gaudan, 
executive director of the 
Phoenixville Area Senior 
Center, where Henry’s 
Helping Paws helps about 
20 low-income seniors feed 
their pets.

On a recent day, Sam’s 
Hope volunteers Pat Vertli-
eb and Diane Suzuki (along 
with their dogs) joined Ia-
quinto at the Sam’s Hope 
Warminster facility to por-
tion out allotments of cat 
and dog food. Any kibble 
that hit the ground was im-
mediately gobbled up by 
Spike, Vertlieb’s Chihua-
hua-pug mix.

“All orders are made spe-
cific to the needs of the cli-
ent and (the weight of) their 
animal,” said Vertlieb, and 
clients must accept the food 
that is offered _ requests for 
specific food brands cannot 
be accommodated.

Among the 25 Sam’s 
Hope volunteers are 18 
delivery people, including 
Leslie Woods.

“I’ve had a longstanding 

love of dogs, and (volun-
teering) is an extension 
of that,” said Woods, 62, 
who lives in Roxborough 
and has also volunteered at 
shelters and rescues. Every 
two months, she pops into 
her blue Chevy Cruise and 
delivers pet food to homes 
in the Tacony section of 
Philadelphia.

“I feel like, on some lev-
el, I’m preventing some 
animals from having to be 
surrendered,” Woods said. 
“That is the upside to me.”

During her January deliv-
ery to the home of retired 
jazz musician and author 
Eugene Rizzo, 79, Woods 

By Mari A. Schaefer
The Philadelphia Inquirer

PHILADELPHIA _ How 
much do elderly pet own-
ers love their animals? So 
much so that some of them, 
when they’re financially 
struggling, will set aside 
their own needs rather than 
allow their beloved pets to 
go without the basics.

“They won’t buy medica-
tions, they feed their (own) 
food to their pets,” said 
Marianne Iaquinto, founder 
of Sam’s Hope, a meals-
on-wheels-style nonprofit 
that delivers free pet food 
to low-income pet own-
ers so they won’t have to 
choose between feeding 
themselves and feeding 
their four-legged friends. 
The service is one of several 
in the Philadelphia area that 
seek to address an awful 
reality:

According to a 2015 study 
in the Open Journal of Ani-
mal Sciences, about 1.2 
million pets are surrendered 
each year, with about 73% 
either given to family or 
friends or relinquished to a 
shelter. About one-third of 
the pet owners with incomes 
less than $50,000 surveyed 
said access to free or low-
cost pet food would have 
helped keep the pet in the 
home. Another 40% said 
help with veterinary costs 
would’ve done the same.

The heartbreaking result 
is that too many much-
wanted animals are eutha-
nized _ and their owners are 
denied the companionship 
of a cherished companion. 
According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, owning a pet 
helps decrease feelings of 
loneliness and depression 
and can increase opportu-
nities for socialization and 

fitness.
So many of Sam’s Hope 

clients are “homebound and 
isolated,” said Iaquinto, 
who founded the agency 
in honor of her “once-in-
a-lifetime” dog, Saman-
tha, who died in 2012. The 
charity serves seniors in 
Bucks, Montgomery, and 
Philadelphia Counties who 
are in need of nutritional 
and veterinary assistance for 
their dogs and cats.

Located inside a former 
military facility in Warmin-
ster, the shelves in the non-
profit’s tiny office overflow 
with large bags of animal 
chow, treats, and for cats lit-
ter. Volunteers break down 
and repackage the goodies 
into smaller parcels, which 
are then distributed to area 
pet-food pantries, desig-
nated human-food cup-
boards, or a second Sam’s 
Hope location for pickup. 
For about 320 Sam’s Hope 
clients unable to travel, the 
charity will deliver the food 
directly. All told, last year 
more than 60,000 pounds 
of kibble and cans went to 
the needy.

Sam’s Hope provides 
each client a two-month 
supply of food. While it’s 
intended to supplement a 
pet’s diet, for some ani-
mals whose owners live on 
less than $1,000 per month 
it’s their only source of 
nutrition.

Clients of Sam’s Hope 
must be referred to the 
agency by a social-services 
agency. Frequent referrals 
come from the KleinLife 
community resource center 
in Northeast Philadelphia.

“The ones we work with 
are all homebound,” said 
KleinLife’s Ellen Rosenz-
weig, an in-home support 
program case manager. “We 
have people who are living 
for their animals. They rely 
on them for companionship 
and love.”

Other groups in the Del-
aware Valley also offer 
pet-food assistance to low-
income pet owners (though 
not all deliver), including 
the Providence Animal Cen-
ter in Media, founded in 
2010, which provides sup-
plies to the Loaves an Fishes 
Food Pantry in Prospect 
Park. And three senior cen-
ters in Phoenixville, West 
Chester, and Coatesville 

PET FOOD DELIVERY

Lifeline for seniors and their animal companions

was greeted by his dog Sim-
one, who spun around the 
living room in excitement. 
It wasn’t until Woods let the 
dog into the spacious back-
yard that the pup calmed 
down.

“That’s a good girl, that’s 
a good girl,” Rizzo said, as 
the 35-pound mutt flopped 
on her back for belly rubs.

Simone came into Rizzo’s 
life when a visiting nurse 
asked if he would adopt the 
dog, whose former owner 
was no longer able to care 
for her. The Sam’s Hope 
food delivery, Rizzo said, 
made it possible for him to 
answer “yes.”

Simone, who barks at 
any knock or outside noise, 
gives Rizzo a feeling of 
comfort in a rough neigh-
borhood, said Rizzo. But 
even more, she gives him 
companionship.

“I just like being around 
animals,” he said.

At Woods’ next stop, a 
rowhouse a few blocks 
away, a snack-obsessed 
Chihuahua named Tray was 
waiting at the door when 
Woods arrived.

“He is a very, very, very, 
good dog,” said Tray’s own-
er, Milton Young, 70, as he 
ripped open a new treat bag. 
“And he likes his snacks.”

Young, a retired meter 
reader for Philadelphia Gas 
Works, is diabetic. Without 
help from Sam’s Hope, he 
said, it would be hard for 
him to provide quality food 
to Tray. In the past, he was 
shopping at the dollar store 
and occasionally sharing his 
own food with Tray, which 
put his own health at risk.

“I don’t like to give him 
table scraps,” Young said.

(c)2020 The Philadelphia 
Inquirer

Visit The Philadelphia In-
quirer at www.inquirer.com

Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency, LLC.

Do you have chronic joint pain in any of these areas? 
NEWSFLASH

NOBODY LIKES YOUR SNORING
We can help. 
Call us to learn about non-CPAP alternatives.

Medicare Provider | In Network Provider for Multiple Insurances
1925 Hilliard Rome Road, Hilliard OH | 1-800-MORE SLEEP | marklevydds.com

1-800-MORE SLEEP | marklevydds.com

We can help. 
Call us to learn about non-CPAP alternatives.

Medicare Provider | In Network Provider for Multiple Insurances
1925 Hilliard Rome Road, Hilliard OH 

Milton Young sits with his dog, Tray, as Sam’s Hope 
volunteer Leslie Woods sits nearby.   (Monica Herndon/
The Philadelphia Inquierer)
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For many years a build-
ing stood at 66 South Third 
Street, opposite the site of 
the State Capital.   This 
building originated as the 
residence for Henry C. No-
ble and his wife and later 
became the modest-sized 
Vendome hotel.

A native of Lancaster, 
Henry C. Noble (1823-1870) 
was a lawyer and one of 
the most prominent men in 
Columbus from 1860 until 
his death.  He served for 
six years on the board of 
the Blind Asylum, was one 
of the commissioners for 
building the Franklin County 

Courthouse, was president 
of the Columbus & Xenia 
Railroad, and more.

The building that became 
the Vendome Hotel was 
built between 1862 and 
1869 as a residence for the 
Nobles.  They lived there 
until his death and her death 
in 1892.  Noble had no chil-
dren but many distant heirs.  
As a result of a law suite 
between heirs, the residence 
and an adjoining lot were 
sold at a sheriff’s auction 
in 1897 to William Huston.  

Within a few months Hus-
ton had converted the Noble 
residence into the Vendome 

Hotel.  Huston and his wife 
left Columbus in June 1903 
for a planned four-month 
automobile trip.  

Although it was reported 
that he sold the hotel before 
November 1903, that must 
have been in error.  The 
report of the sale said that 
the Hustons were preparing 
for extensive tour of Europe 
during the next year.  He 
proposed building an au-
tomobile which would be 
shipped across the Atlantic 
for a tour of France, Italy, 
Switzerland and Germany, 
“going south in the winter 
and north as summer as 
summer comes on.”

Frederick W. Schumach-
er, an officer of the Peruna 
Drug Co., purchased the 
hotel from Huston in 1907 
although the report of the 
sale said, without explain-
ing, “it will be several years 
before the property will 
come under the absolute 
control.”

In 1908, the Vendome, the 
nearby Y. M. C. A. building 

and a lot on the 
northeast corner 
of State and Third 
Streets were be-
ing looked at by 
the state of Ohio 
to fill their need 
for additional of-
fice space.  One 
plan called for a 
building on the 
vacant lot while 
another called 
fo r  acqui r ing 
the entire land 
from Capitol to 
State Street and 
from Third to La-
zelle Street and 
constructing a 
building on the land.  This 
would require razing both 
the Vendome and the Y. M. 
C. A. buildings, and other 
structures on the land.

In 1916 the state was still 
seeking to meet its space 
needs and was still looking 
at the 60-room Vendome, 
the Y. M. C. A. building and 
the aforementioned lot.

In 1918 it was reported 

The Vendome Hotel

that the Vendome had been 
purchased by the state.  This 
must not have materialized 
as in June 1918 the rapidly 
growing Y. W. C. A. pur-
chased the Vendome from 
Schumacher.  The Y. W. 
C. A. occupied the build-
ing in September 1918 and 
remained there until 1928.

The former Vendome Ho-
tel building then was pur-
chased by Arthur J. Peebles 
who razed it in 1932 to 
make way for a parking lot 
and service station.

One person with a long-
time connection to Colum-
bus hotels was John G. Dun.  
Dun served as cashier of the 

Neil House Ho-
tel from 1885 to 
1901, as general 
manager of the 
Hartman Hotel 
from its opening 
in 1902 to 1906, 
as manager of 
The Breakers 
hotel at Cedar 
Point for the 
1906  season 
and as manager 
of the Vendome 
from 1910 un-
til his death in 
April 1918. 

Dun’s death 
had an impact 
of the Colum-

bus Senators baseball team, 
which had been quartered at 
the Vendome during Spring 
training.  His death was the 
last of a string of deaths and 
illness by hotel residences 
and the team, while denying 
being superstitious, relo-
cated to the Southern Hotel.

The postcard view shown 
pictures the Vendome Hotel 
about 1910.

Richard Barrett is an 
historian and the author of 
many publications on local 
history. He can be contacted 
at 614-370-1513 or email to 
dick@rbarrett.us
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The debut of the Ford 
Mustang—named after the 
famed WWII P-51 Mustang 
fighter plane—took place at 
the New York World’s Fair 
on April 17, 1964. That 
same day, 22,000 people,  

undoubtedly fueled by ads 
on all three TV networks 
and in 2,900 newspapers, 
bolted to their local deal-
ers to secure a shiny new 
1964½ Mustang for them-
selves. The car became such 
an overnight hit that a New 
York diner posted a sign in 

its window that read OUR 
HOTCAKES ARE SELL-
ING LIKE MUSTANGS!

In 1959, after Ford’s Ed-
sel died a quiet death (the 
automaker had failed to ac-
curately gauge the potential 

market for such a vehicle), 
the company honchos were 
determined not to repeat 
such a costly blunder. By 
the early 1960s, a young 
Princeton-educated Ford 
executive named Lee Ia-
cocca had become the head 
of the product-development 

division and supervised a 
20-person market-research 
group with its eyes fixed on 
the prize. “We have experts 
who watch for every change 
in the customer’s pulse-
beat,” Iacocca explained, 
adding, “For a long time 
now, we have been aware 
that an unprecedented youth 
boom was in the making.”  

 It was obvious to Ia-
cocca that Ford needed to 
offer a “youth car”—some-
thing stylish yet afford-
able—aimed squarely at 
the upcoming generation 
that longed to own a car that 
was different from that of 
their parents. It was almost 

as if Baby Boomers were 
saying, “Please, we don’t 
want another ho-hum four-
door sedan. Give us some-
thing exciting! Something 
unique! Something for us!” 

Related statistics re-
vealed other important data 
to Iacocca. The number of 

Downsizing - Estates Sales 
Turning Assets into Cash 

Online auction services for estates, downsizing, divorce, bankruptcy, business closing 
or just thinning out your collection. 
We are the largest online auction company in Central Ohio with decades of combined 
experience. Our bidder base is twice that of our nearest competition. We have nearly 
20,000 bidders accessible at every auction.  
We have an experienced staff covering just about every area of expertise. For a larger 
estate auction, relocation or business closing we come to you, photograph and catalog 
the auction on location. We can pack and move your items to one of our warehouse 
locations. Fees can be deducted from the auction proceeds.  

www.capitalcityonlineauctions.com
406 Morrison Rd , Columbus Ohio 43213 • 614-732-1143

Capital City Online Auctions LLC

women drivers had soared 
53 percent between 1956 
and 1964, and recent college 
grads were now making 
46 percent of all new-car 
purchases. 

Iacocca’s team knew that 
their product must offer a 
sporty look, be an early type 
of “muscle car,” be appeal-
ing to women and, perhaps 
most important to Iacocca, 
be affordable. 

The Mustang’s style had 
been influenced by low-
slung British roadsters such 
as the MGB and the Sun-
beam Alpine, and Ford’s 
product offered a com-
parable elongated hood 
and a chopped rear deck. 

The Mustang could seat a 
family of four (okay, so it 
offered only a token back 
seat) and it was afford-
able, priced at $2,368 for 
the basic models. To lower 
costs, Mustangs were built 
on the same platform as 
Ford’s boring old Falcon, 
which lent its engine—and 
a host of other items—to 
the new vehicle. Customers 
could choose from a list of 
50 different—and seduc-
tive—options. 

Mustangs graced the 
covers of Newsweek and 
Time. Assembly plants ran 
24-hour shifts—and still 
couldn’t keep up with the 
demand. By 1966, 1 mil-

lion Mustangs had found 
their way into the garages 
of enchanted owners. Not 
since the 1928 Model A had 
Ford hammered such a sales 
home run. 

Yet for a long time, Iacoc-
ca kept silent about some-
thing: The Mustang couldn’t 
be too idiosyncratic. “The 
American public doesn’t 
[really want] a sports car,” he 
said. “It wants one that looks 
like a sports car.” 

Randal Hill is a retired 
E n g l i s h  t e a c h e r  a n d 
freelance writer who writes 
for nostalgic magazines 
and senior publications. 
wryterhill@msn.com

between April 4 and May 
16, 2020 were rescheduled 
until 2021. Their Columbus 
show, originally set for May 
16, has been reset for March 
5, 2021. Surf to www.six-
string.org for additional 
information. 

“My work takes me away 
from home but when I am 
home, I am sewing. And 
then to know the masks are 
needed and appreciated is 
just the icing on the cake,” 
she said.

Efforts such as Finger-
ett’s could not have come 
at a better time. That’s 
because on March 30, 
2020, Franklin County 
Emergency Management 
and Homeland Security 
announced it would ac-
cept home-sewn masks in 
addition to manufactured 
Personal Protective Equip-
ment. They will be accepted 
daily from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. at FCEM&HS, 5300 
Strawberry Farms Blvd., 
Columbus, according to 
Jeffrey J. Young, Director 
of Franklin County Emer-
gency Management and 
Homeland Security.  
  

-Tami Kamin Meyer is 
a Columbus attorney and 
writer who tweets as @girl-
withapen. She is the Social 
Media Chair of the Ameri-
can Society of Journalists 
and Authors.

invested upwards of 25 
hours to sew a large batch 
of masks earmarked for 
her son’s medical group. 
While the medical practice 
isn’t facing COVID-19, per 
se, medical masks are an 
imperative today.

Meanwhile, Fingerett said 
she was concerned whether 
her masks needed a filter 
in order to be useful in a 
hospital setting. To that end, 
she purchased two expen-
sive furnace filters which 
she intended to use to craft 
filters. After spending $50 
on the pair, she learned, the 
hard way, that any screen 
she made by hand would not 
render the mask compliant. 
They’re still useful in many 
situations, but not in the 
most medically dire. She 
has no plans to stop making 
the masks, noting, “I don’t 
think the shortage will end.”

Fingerett is also making 
masks for close friends 
with cancer, but the cre-
ations are not for sale. They 
are “gifts,” she said.

While the pervasive 
coronavirus virus led to the 
pressing need for medical 
masks in the first place, the 
illness is also why Fingerett 
happened to have free time 
to sew the masks. That’s 
because the numerous con-
certs she and her band-
mates were supposed to 
perform around the country 

a sticky material, explained 
Fingerett, and she thought 
she might be using it to 
make masks, too. 

“I found three tutorials 
how to make masks. The 
one I liked the best had 
no words, only video,” 
she said. The tutorial also 
used the metric system, so 
Fingerett had to recalculate 
it into Imperial units, the 
measuring system in the 
United States.

Her next step was to gath-
er material she had used 
to make drapes, quilts and 
other items of décor years 
ago. Her goal was to recycle 
the material for a good use 
rather than let it languish, 
unused, in a drawer.

Fingerett  giggled as 
she described some of 
the material she used to 
sew the masks. “My ma-
terial is very feminine, 
so it must put a smile on 
someone’s face seeing a 
doctor wearing a mask with 
strawberries on it. I take 
great pleasure doing this. 
It’s creative and fun,” she 
summed.

She estimated it takes her 
between 20-30 minutes to 
make one mask. Although 
she embarked on her mask 
making prior to Ohio go-
ing on lockdown March 
22, Fingerett estimated 
that since then, she has 

Iacocca’s little secret

MASKS, from page 1

By Randal C. Hill

Sixties
Flashback
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Circleville and operated its 
PEG cable channel CGTV 
under two administrations.

His broadcasting career 
allowed him to participate 
in many community ac-
tivities and leadership roles:  
Development groups un-
der the Pickaway County 
Commissioners, 4-H Advi-
sory Board and club advi-
sor, American Red Cross 
Board, past president of the 
Pickaway Area Chamber of 
Commerce, member of the 
Ted Lewis Museum 
and Scioto Society 
(Tecumseh) Board of 
Trustees, Circleville 
Jaycees and Elks, past 
president of Round-
town Players Theatre 
Group, being a judge 
many years for the 
VFW Voice of De-
mocracy Contest, 50-
year member of the 
Pleasant Valley Lodge 
#53, F&AM, OPOTA 
Certified Reserve Of-
ficer for the Pickaway 
County Sheriff, co-
emcee for Queen’s 
Contest during the 
Annual 4th of July  
Festival in Ashville.  
He is honored to have 
received the Friends 
of 4H Award and 
the Ashville Community 
Club Distinguished Service 
Award.

Embrey began his po-
litical career serving on the 
Pickaway Township Zon-
ing Board of Appeals and 
upon moving to Ashville 
was appointed to its zoning 
board.  He was appointed 
to fill an unexpired term of 
the village clerk/treasurer 
which was later changed 
to clerk/fiscal officer. Upon 
retirement he was appointed 
and then elected to village 
council where he continues 
to serve as Mayor protem 
and chair of the finance 
committee.

Community involvement 
has always been a constant 
in Embrey’s life. While 
his son and daughter were 
in school, he became in-
volved with Odyssey of 
the Mind, which empha-
sizes teamwork, creativity 
and problem-solving, and 
served as a judge for local, 
regional and state events. 
Also, he called Bingo for 
school fundraising.  

While a member of the 
Circleville Presbyterian 

Church he served as trust-
ee, deacon and elder on 
session, choir and was able 
to have the church pre-
pare the meal for several 
years for the Ohio Festival 
Queens and Courts visiting 
the Pumpkin Show.  He 
is very active in his new 
church home, Village Cha-
pel, where he participates 
in Village Table, a meal 
served to anyone who is 
hungry each Saturday eve-
ning; a member of choir for 
the Sunday early service; 
a facilitator for a Sunday 
school class; part of the 
team for Celebrating Se-
niors at a monthly luncheon 

with speakers, and a co-
leader for a Sunday evening 
home church group.

Continuing volunteer po-
sitions include president of 
Public Employees Retire-
ment (PERI), Chapter 41 
(OPERS Retirees), VP at 
Berger Hospital Foundation 
(now Wellness Founda-
tion of Pickaway County).  
The foundation recently 
completed a multi-million-
dollar campaign to fund 
changing rooms to private 

for better care and 
comfort.  Nelson 
and his wife of 42 
years, Mary, are for-
tunate that their two 
children and fami-
lies live in Central 
Ohio, so it is easy 
for get-togethers and 
enjoying their five 
grandchildren.  He 
and Mary look for-
ward to cruises and 
other travel plans.

The Hall of Fame 
is held at the Martin 
Janis Center in Co-
lumbus each May 
during Older Ameri-
cans Month.  How-
ever, due to the fluid 
situation of Corona-
virus, the upcoming 
2020 Hall of Fame 

recognition ceremony has 
been postponed to the fall.  
A date will be determined 
in the near future.  A special 
thank you goes to MediGold 
for serving as the program 
sponsor, Clossman Catering 
sponsored the entertain-
ment, and LifeCare Alli-
ance sponsored the bever-
ages.  The Central Ohio 
Area Agency on Aging – the 
Hall of Fame event host – is 
an agency that funds, devel-
ops, and delivers programs 
and services that help older 
adults and individuals with 
disabilities remain safe and 
independent at home and in 
the community.

by being the recipient of 
the nationally prestigious 
American Bar Association 
Silver Gavel Award for 
news reporting on an en-
vironmental issue.  Being 
a “small town” station, it 
became a training ground 
for many who continued in 
the profession and moved to 
larger markets.  Because of 
his broadcasting experience, 
he was appointed director of 
cable services for the City of 

Gahanna 
 125 N. Hamilton Rd. 

614.475.4626

Upper Arlington
2106 Tremont Rd.

614.488.3831

new! Lewis Center
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CENTRAL OHIO SENIOR CITIZENS HALL OF FAME

Excellence in Broadcasting and Service

Nelson Robert Embrey II

Nelson Robert Embrey II, 
one of 13 inductees of the 
2019 Central Ohio Senior 
Citizens Hall of Fame class, 
was honored at the annual 
recognition ceremony last 
May for tirelessly devoting 
more than 50 years of his 
time to Circleville and the 
Pickaway County commu-
nity, having served on many 
local committees and civic 
organizations.

Broadcasting seeds were 

planted early in Embrey 
while he attended high 
school  and worked at 
WHOK in Lancaster.   With 
a bachelor of arts degree 
in radio TV speech from 
The Ohio State University, 
Nelson moved to Circlev-
ille in 1964 with plans for 
him and his sister to start 
WNRE–FM and adding 
AM several years later.  The 
station was rewarded for its 
excellence in broadcasting 
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France Nuyen remains 
astonished not only by 
her successful Hollywood 
career, but by her very 
survival.

 Turning 80 last year, 
Nuyen is still beloved by 
Star Trek fans for her role 
of Elaan, the obnoxious 
princess Captain Kirk at-
tempts to tame in the third 
season episode “Elaan of 
Troyius.” But her journey 
to the 60s classic sci-fi se-
ries and Hollywood almost 
never happened.

 Born in France, she was 
abandoned by her father 
and still remembers the 
harrowing days growing up 
in her occupied homeland.

 “There were times we 
only had beans or lentils 
to eat which the merchants 
mixed with dirt so they 
would weigh more when 

we bought it,” she recalled 
from her home in Beverly 
Hills. “At the end of the 
war, my mother weighed 
only 38 kilos with eyes 
sunk into her face. To make 
matters worse, she looked 
Jewish so the Gestapo was 
always harassing her. It’s 
an absolute miracle I’m 
alive, much less became 
an actor.”

 As a teenager, Nuyen 
moved to New York with 
her mother and was work-
ing for a top modeling 
agency in the 50s when she 
was discovered and given a 
small role in 1958’s musi-
cal “South Pacific” playing 
a barefoot island girl.

 Joshua Logan, the film’s 
director, immediately went 
on to direct the Broadway 
production of “The World 
of Suzie Wong” and wanted 

Nick Thomas

Tinseltown
Talks
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ning a pay-
check  and 
the coveted 
C o n g r e s s 
b u c k l e s !  
No need to 
worry about 
bullets flying 
through the 
air--the guns 
are loaded 
w i t h  s p e -
cially made 
blanks filled 
with black 
powder. The 
black pow-
der burns an 
ember that, 
when fired, 
shoots and 
pops the bal-
loon.

In addition to the Main 

Match, there are also ad-

ditional classes—Rifle, 

Shotgun, and Cavalry.  

Imagine the thrill of drop-

ping the reins in order to 

lever and aim your long 

gun at targets at full run!  
The Cavalry class com-

bines historical re-enact-

ments and horsemanship, 

while paying tribute to the 

mounted soldiers of the 

Cavalry. Inspired by the 

great diversity of colorful 

military uniforms from, 

the Civil War (1861-1865) 
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COWBOY MOUNTED SHOOTING

Runnin & gunnin at Congress

by Mark Wright
Mid-Ohio Marauders

The sport of Cow-
boy Mounted Shooting 
began in 1994 and has 
spread like wildfire ever 
since. It is the fast-
est growing equestrian 
sport in the nation. And 
it is a featured event at 
the All American Quar-
ter Horse Congress for 
the eigth year.

On Sunday, Octo-
ber 27, 2019 spectators 
can enjoy the Cow-
boy Mounted Shooting 
events at the  Congress 
in the Celeste Center 
and Buckeye arenas, 
hosted by the Mid Ohio 
Marauders, a Cowboy 
Mounted Shooting 
Association from cen-
tral Ohio.

 Wha t  c an  you 
expect?  Cowboys, 
Cowgirls and their 
mounts shooting bal-
loon targets on horse-
back with their two 
.45 caliber single ac-
tion revolvers!  They 
are scored based on 
time and accuracy.  
Each competitor will 
run 4 different pat-
terns (out of  80+ pos-
sible patterns) , hop-
ing to finish fast and 
clean, in hopes of win-

Dan App still competing at 72

See COWBOY, page 8

Quarter Horse Congress 

open all month
COLUMBUS, OH - The All American Quarter 

Horse Congress returns October 1-27 as not only the 

largest single-breed horse show in the world, but as 

the largest event and convention in the Columbus area.

Over the years, the Ohio Expo Center hosts more 

than 650,000 visitors each October, including over 

7,500 horses. The three week show generates $409 

million for the central Ohio economy.

Over three weeks, more than 7,500 horses will show 

in hundreds of classes, ranging from barrel racing 

to cattle cutting, horse jumping, cowboy mounted 

shooting, reining, and pleasure classes. Competitors 

from across the country and internationally will 

gather to compete for more than $3 million in cash 

and prizes, including trophy saddles, sterling silver 

buckles, trucks, trailers and the coveted Don Bell 

bronze trophies. 
  Local equestrians, up-and-coming riders and world 

See CONGRESS, page 8

Mark Wright

Judy Foster winning in 2013
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France Nuyen’s 
Hollywood journey

Nuyen for the title role. It 
ran for over 500 perfor-
mances from 1958 to 1960 
and co-starred a young 
Canadian actor named Wil-
liam Shatner.

 “He was very profes-
sional and eager to make 
a career for himself,” she 
recalled. “I still only spoke 
French and just memorized 
my lines in English, so 
Shatner and I had very little 
communication off stage 
because his French was 
Canadian which was really 
a foreign language to me.” 

 Although she never 
worked  on  Broadway 
again, Nuyen appeared in 

numerous films and TV 
shows including with Shat-
ner again a decade later in 
Star Trek.

 “Playing the spoiled 
alien princess was a role 
that had authority and rage 
– I was throwing knives 
around the set – quite 
different to other parts I 
had played and opened 
up a new range of acting 
emotions for me,” she ex-
plained. “I must have done 
a good job because I’ve met 
people who think I’m really 
that kind of person!”

 She says she especially 
admired the show’s cos-
tume designer, Bill Theiss.

 “He did miracles with a 
tiny budget making clothes 
out of plastic table place-
mats,” she recalled. “He cut 
them into squares and put 
glitter on one side so when 
they were clipped together 
it looked like metal. But 

they looked beautiful and 
expensive.”

 Later in life, Nuyen 
earned a degree in psy-
chology and worked with 
abused children, prisoners, 
and veterans.

 “It was a tremendous 
enrichment of my mind and 
heart to help people who 
were neglected by society,” 
she said, crediting her own 
early hardships for creating 
the desire to help others 

and shape the person she 
became.

 “I was born the day 
France declared war on 
Germany and that’s how I 
got my name,” she added. 
“The priest in my town 
baptized all the children 

born that day – boys and 
girls – ‘France.’ My name 
is my precious possession 
that symbolizes survival 
and the spiri t  of free-
dom.”

 
Nick Thomas teaches 

at Auburn University at 
Montgomery in Alabama 
and has written features, 
columns, and interviews for 
over 800 newspapers and 
magazines.

France Nuyen in the 1968 Star Trek episode, Elaan of 
Troyius - NBC 

William Shatner and France Nuyen in the 1968 Star 
Trek episode, Elaan of Troyius - NBC 
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upon him (is): The worst 
it will be for us is boring. 
For other people, it’s life-
threatening.”

Still, even for adults, the 
changing rules and rapidly 
spreading threat have made 
behavior that seemed rea-
sonable one day feel shock-
ingly reckless the next, said 
Rachel Ezekiel-Fishbein, 55.

The Elkins Park resi-
dent was taken aback when 
a friend reprimanded her 
for taking an unnecessary 
risk by inviting her friends 
over to share dinner outside 
around a fire.

“Even the email exchang-
es with friends are heated,” 
she said.

She’s been firing off texts 
to her son Adam, 21, who 
lives in Washington and 
desperately wants to stick to 
his routine of doing work at 
a neighborhood Starbucks. 
“I spotted a picture with him 
out on social media, and im-
mediately I lambasted him,” 
she said.

He went out again any-
way Monday, bringing his 
laptop to a mall food court 
_ a necessary mental-health 
field trip, he said. He tried 
to maintain a safe distance 
from others, and it felt safe.

“ I ’m a l r eady  be ing 
shamed by people because 
I went out this weekend,” 
he said. “I’m at the point 
where I don’t want to have 
the conversation anymore.”

Facebook groups have 
sprouted from nowhere like 
early-spring daffodils, with 
groups of allied individuals 
sharing information about 
flattening the curve and 
best practices for social 

distancing. The rules for 
one group read, in part, “No 
downplaying this as the flu.”

On a different group, 
Penn Wynne resident Erica 
Windisch, 38, shared im-
ages of fliers she and others 
had created to post around 
their neighborhood, to re-
mind those who aren’t ob-
sessing about the new rules 
of engagement.

“We noticed a lot of chil-
dren walking around with 
basketballs and in groups, 
and realized that the mes-
sage of social distancing 
wasn’t really spreading very 
well through the neighbor-
hood,” said Windisch, a 
software engineer whose 
two grade-school children 
were helping post fliers.

Not everyone on the re-
ceiving end of these mes-
sages is receptive.

“Now more than ever, 
I think the concerns are 
overblown,” Cheryl Ellis 
of Hatboro said by text 
message Monday, amid her 
still-busy work schedule. 
“Thankful to see cars on the 
road again today and busi-
ness continuing as usual.”

But for those with im-
mune deficiencies, there is 
the sense that their neigh-
bors’ negligence could be 
what kills them.

That includes Cambria 
Hooven, 35, of German-
town, who has an immune 
disorder that makes her 
extremely susceptible to 
infection. She’s had both 
chickenpox and scarlet fe-
ver twice _ and she fears 
the coronavirus could put 
her in grave danger. She 
has not left her home since 
Wednesday.

“People continue to not 
take this seriously,” she said. 
“Therefore the virus keeps 
spreading. For people like 
me watching this unfold, 
there is a lot of fear and anxi-
ety about when we will we 
ever be able to leave again.”

(c)2020 The Philadelphia 
Inquirer

Visit The Philadelphia In-
quirer at www.inquirer.com

Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency, LLC.
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By Théoden Janes
The Charlotte Observer

CHARLOTTE, N.C. _ 
Griffin Brody walks up 
the front steps of the little 
house off North Davidson 
Street, gently sets the three 
bags of groceries down on 
the doorstep, knocks twice, 
and retreats to his black 
Mercedes-Benz SUV.

“Someone reached out, 
said their elderly grandpar-
ent needed assistance. I 
was happy to offer that as-
sistance,” says Brody, 23, as 
he puts the vehicle in drive 
and pulls away from the 
curve, never looking back at 
the house. “I really haven’t 
taken any steps to verify the 
people that I’m delivering 
to, but if I don’t get paid 
back, it is what it is. I don’t 
think this is really the time 
to be worried (about that).”

What has been worrying 
him?

The current plight of the 
area’s older and retired, a 
population believed to be 
among the most at-risk as 
the global coronavirus pan-
demic starts to try to gain 
a foothold in and around 
Charlotte and a population 
that is struggling to decide 
how safe it is to venture out 
to a crowded grocery store.

So last Thursday, Brody 
a 2019 University of Ten-
nessee graduate who moved 
to Charlotte last August to 
work for Cornelius-based 
start-up PetScreening as 
part of a fellowship offered 
by Venture for America 
made a short and sweet post 
on the social news website 
Reddit:

“Please, if you or anyone 

you know needs errands run 
for them, completely free, 
let me help. I will run any 
errand regardless of (how) 
menial. I lost my grand-
mother and grandfather this 
year and do not want anyone 
else to have to if they can 
help it.”

When he logged 
on again on Friday 
morning, he had no 
requests for deliver-
ies yet _ probably, he 
admits, because few 
if any of the people 
in the demographic 
he’d like to help are 
on Reddit. But he says 
he had close to 20 
messages from other 
Reddit users offering 
to help him fulfill de-
livery requests.

Someone also sug-
gested he try posting 
to Nextdoor. Brody 
hadn’t heard of it.

“Nextdoor is kind 
of a local Facebook, 
mostly for boomers,” 
the person told him. “If 
you are looking to help lo-
cal seniors, it is absolutely 
the spot, because everyone 
would know everyone on a 
local level.”

It worked. His phone 
started buzzing. And by 
the end of the day, he’d 
made three runs, including 
one to Cornelius. On Sat-
urday, one of his deliveries 
took him from the house he 
shares with two roommates 
in NoDa all the way up 
to Mooresville, a 60-mile 
round trip. The total cost 
of the grocery order wasn’t 
even $50.

One older gentleman, 
Brody says, contacted him 

just looking for someone to 
talk to; he met him for cof-
fee at Amelie’s on Saturday 
morning. Another person 
asked him if he’d go to 
Lowe’s and pick up some 
nails for them. Just some 
nails. Brody obliged.

As nearly always happens 

when civilization shows any 
sign of unraveling, negative 
things start to happen. In this 
case, some of it is annoying 
and perplexing, like toilet 
paper shortages at grocery 
stores. Some of it, mean-
while, is much more appall-
ing, like those guys the New 
York Times recently wrote 
about that vacuumed up all 
the hand sanitizer they could 
find across two states and 
then started price-gouging 
online.

But it’s not hard to find 
people out there doing good 
for one another, if you look 
for it.

Just as a couple of ex-
amples:

In Matthews, The Loyal-
ist Market announced on 
Facebook on Saturday that 
they would provide sand-
wiches to all children who 
won’t be getting their free 
lunches this month because 
of state school closures. 
(“We hope to be a small part 

of getting our community 
through this unprecedented 
and challenging time,” the 
post said.)

In Gastonia, there’s a 
Little Free Library behind 
Ashbrook High School that 
is being stocked right now 
not with books, but with 
food “for those who find 
themselves in need.” (“If 
you know of a child who 
doesn’t have the transpor-
tation, please private mes-
sage us and we will make 
arrangements to get some 
food to them,” wrote Katie 
Houser Sims, who tends to 
the library.)

Brody says that part of 
what motivated him was 

seeing a series of posts 
on Twitter from a wom-
an named Rebecca Mehra 
_ a professional runner _ 
who was on her way into 
a grocery store in Bend, 
Ore., when she heard an 
elderly woman yelling to 
her through a just-barely-

cracked car window. 
Long story short: The 
woman in the car was 
nearly in tears, afraid 
to get out and go in; she 
asked Mehra if she’d 
shop for her, Mehra 
said yes, so the woman 
gave Mehra $100 and a 
list and Mehra did the 
good deed.

“I know it’s a time 
of hysteria and nerves, 
but offer to help any-
one you can,” Mehra 
wrote. “Not everyone 
has people to turn to.”

Brody, in fact, says 
he encountered a simi-
lar situation at the Pub-
lix near his office in 
Cornelius: He saw an 

older woman crying in the 
middle of the store “she was 
overwhelmed and terrified 
to touch everything. (But) 
I was too timid and did not 
offer to help, and it ate me 
up. I wanted to help as many 
people as I could.”

Before long, he made his 
initial offer on Reddit.

Now? He wants to fill 
all of his free time with 
deliveries. (“What else am 
I gonna do? Otherwise I’d 
be bored because every-
thing’s closed down. This 
way, I’m not bored.”) So 
he’s reached out to more 
than 100 religious institu-
tions churches, temples, 
mosques and has told them 

to point their elderly in his 
direction. (If a flood of re-
quests come in, that’s fine, 
he says, because he has 
nearly four dozen people in 
the area who have offered 
to help him fulfill them.)

So far, Brody says, he 
hasn’t collected money for 
any of the groceries he’s 
bought. And while he cer-
tainly hopes that he’ll get 
reimbursed, like he said 
ultimately, it’s not about 
the money.

“I’ve lost both grandpar-
ents in the last 12 months 
and it was difficult,” he 
says, as he stands on the 
grass outside the Harris 
Teeter in Plaza Midwood. 
“I mean, I loved my grand-
parents as much as anyone 
in the world. So it was hard, 
and I really if I can do any-
thing to stop someone from 
having to go through that 
sooner than they would nor-
mally have to, I would like 
to. I hope that, at least, this 
pandemic sort of gets people 
talking to their grandparents 
a little bit more. That was 
a big thing for me. I kept 
pushing off just sending a 
text or a call, and then, of 
course, it was too late.

“So I hope this gives 
people a little bit more time 
to cherish their loved ones.”

Then he smiles, politely 
excuses himself, and hurries 
off to help another person 
in need.
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Too anxious to shop?

Griffin Brody grabs some canned food as he makes a grocery run 
for a person who requested it online. Brody offered online to help 
the elderly or those who may be at risk during the coronavirus 
pandemic. (Joshua Komer/Charlotte Observer/TNS) 

both peering into what is 
possible with God.”

Every Sunday, Gould 
boards the church van to 
sit in a congregation where 
he’s been a member for 
more than 20 years. “I 
like to go to First Church 
because I like to see the 
children because they are 
the future of the church,” 
Gould told me. “When they 
come running out of the 
pews, it means a lot.”

Then  th i s  l a id -back 
jokester was back to light-
ening the conversation: 
“Here, we just see a lot of 
old people.”

With First United Meth-
odist Church’s doors closed 
this weekend, Gould ex-
pects that he’ll make do 
with an archived online ser-
vice. He also referenced his 
“refrigerator billboard” of 
photos of the Goulds’ two 
sons, four grandsons and 
three great-grandchildren. 
He looks at those photos 

every morning before he 
begins his breakfast and 
says a prayer for each of 
those family members.

“I put them into God’s 
hands,” he said. “That kin-
da keeps you going.”

Gould’s son Paul, senior 
pastor at Spring Valley 
First United Methodist 
Church, tries to make it by 
at lunchtime once a week 
“to share a bowl of soup.” 
The rest of the time, the 
older Gould doesn’t slow 
down long enough to let 
himself get blue.

His experience working 
for decades with the Ameri-
can Heart Association be-
fore becoming a piano tuner 
at age 65 has landed him a 
number of leadership roles 
at his church and the retire-
ment community.

Macular degeneration, 
which has eaten away at 
Gould’s eyesight, finally 
put him out of the piano 
business three years ago _ 
although he still passed his 

driver’s license test in Oc-
tober. And the eye disease 
hasn’t slowed his trumpet-
playing, which he took up 
as a child and practices 
each day.

The former Marine is 
regularly asked to play 
taps at the gravesides of 
local military veterans and, 
most recently, was part of 
the service for a 101-year-
old local pilot and running 
legend, Orville Rogers.

And if Gould knows it’s 
your birthday, he calls on 
your phone and plays “Hap-
py Birthday To You” on his 
trumpet. His pastor, Stoker, 
laughed as he told me, “Who 
else in my life will play me 
‘Happy Birthday’ on a trum-
pet? I’ve got several of those 
messages saved where John 
is really belting out a good 
one for me.”

A member of a variety of 
local church-based bands 
over the years, Gould per-
forms these days as part of 
the Old Cowhands, who 

MARINE, from page 5 dress in Western getup 
and sing Willie Nelson 
songs, then, swapping out 
their costumes, put on dark 
glasses and plastic dollar 
store fedoras to perform as 
the Studio One jazz band.

He knows that the mu-
sic gigs like many of the 
group activities he en-
joys are on hold for now. 
He was quick to tell me, 
“We’ll still practice.” And 
he thanks God, literally, 
for the technology that 
can bridge people’s lives 
at a time when physi-
cal social distancing is 
demanded of us all. He 
and his fellow retirement 
community residents still 
feel extremely plugged in, 
he said, whether to their 
places of worship or to 
family members.

When we ended our call, 
Gould said he was headed 
to the wood shop. He’s one 
of CC Young’s “Wood-
ies,” a handful of men and 
women who repair chairs, 

craft small items for the 
retirement center gift shop 
and put furniture together.

Among the Woodies’ 
current projects are creat-
ing the little crosses that 
Gould said ministers like 
to give out when they visit 
patients. “We’ve made 
hundreds of them.” Satur-
day afternoon they were 
making even more albeit 
safely working six feet or 
so from one another. “We 
have good ventilation,” he 
chuckled.

Gould suggested the rest 
of us make ourselves use-
ful during the health crisis: 
“If you are inside for a 
long time, there are prob-
ably things in your house 
that you haven’t taken 
time to do,” he said. “Go 
into a closet and throw out 
old clothes or bag them up; 
throw out old bills and let-
ters. It will make you feel a 
lot better than just sitting.”

The simplicity of those 
words is illuminating as 

we clutch for certainty amid 
rising coronavirus num-
bers and overwhelming, 
sometimes contradictory, 
information. Even over 
the phone, I felt blessed by 
Gould’s virtual presence.

Life isn’t linear, much 
less perfect. Folks like 
John Gould, who have de-
cades of acceptance at their 
backs, can show us how to 
persevere to create beauty 
out of that mess. May we 
lean into our elders’ learn-
ing during these challeng-
ing times as we work to 
keep one another safe and 
support each other from a 
safe distance.

When this is over, I plan 
to have a real visit with 
him.

( c )2020  The  Da l la s 
Morning News

Visit The Dallas Morning 
News at www.dallasnews.
com

Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency, LLC.
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SENIOR LIVING DIRECTORY

United Healthcare
Medicare and Medicaid

855-237-6035
UHCCP.com/OHdual

see our ad on p. 2

Honest Discounts
Save on prescriptions

877-777-2330
honestdiscounts.com/stc

see our ad on p. 8

Caldwell Automotive
Chrysler-Jeep -Dodge-Ram

888-2331
caldwellchrysler.com

see our ad on p. 9

Jack Woods Plumbing 
Award winning home reparis and 

remodeling
614-882-9700

see our ad on p.4

Columbus Locksmith 
Call us to install a deadbolt on 

the door from the garage to the 
kitchen. 614-236-5397 (KEYS)

see our ad on p.4

Tami Kamin Meyer
Attorney and Counselor

614-252-7221
attorneytkm@gmail.com

see our ad on p.6

HEALTH CARE

AT YOUR SERVICE
Jewish Family Services

A rich history of changing lives
(614) 231-1890
jfscolumbus.org

see our ad on p. 7

Capital City Online Auctions
Downsizing - Estates Sales 

www.capitalcityonlineauctions.com
614-732-1143

see our ad on p. 4

Clothing Care
Fine Dry Cleaning and Alterations

www.myclothing care.com 
614-475-4626

see our ad on p. 10

LOGO
Your Company

1 descriptrive line
Phone and or  Website

THIS SPACE IS RESERVED FOR 

Only $75 monthly (or free with display ad)
publisher@insight.rr.com • 614-337-2058

Franklin Co. Office on Aging
Making a difference in the lives of 

older adults.
officeonaging.org • 614-525-6500

see our ad on p. 6

Regenerative Medicine 
Reduce inflammation and restore 
normal function. 614-492-0414

Medicalwellnessgroupofohio.com

Mark Levy DDS
Call us to learn about non-CPAP 

alternatives.
1-800-MORE SLEEP • marklevydds.com

see our ad on p. 3

DINING / ENTERTAINMENT
Columbus Symphony

614-469-0939
columbussymphony.com

see our ad on p. 4

Scott  Antique Markets
Antique and Decorator Items

740-569-2800
scottantiquemarkets.com

see our ad on p. 4

NUTCRACKER 
50’S FAMILY DINER

Take a step back into the 50’s
(740) 964-0056

see our ad on p. 5

LIVING OPTIONS
Wexner Heritage Village
Superior care for those we are 

honored to serve
614-559-5500 • www.whv.org

see our ad on p. 5

Worthington Christian 
Village

It’s More than a Place to Live... It’s Home!
(614)846-6076 • www.wcv.org

see our ad on p. 7

SENIOR CENTERS
BARNETT COMMUNITY CENTER

1184 Barnett Road, Columbus    (614) 645-3065

BEXLEY RECREATION & PARKS CENTER
165 N. Parkview Ave., Bexley    (614) 559-4310

BLENDON SENIOR CENTER
6330 Hempstead Rd.    (614) 882-1260

 COLUMBUS RECREATION & PARKS AQUATICS CENTER
1160 Hunter Ave.    (614) 645-6122

DODGE SENIOR CENTER
667 Sullivant Ave.    (614) 645-3176

DUBLIN COMMUNITY RECREATION CENTER
5600 Post Rd., Dublin    (614) 410-4550

GAHANNA SENIOR CENTER
480 Rocky Fork Blvd., Gahanna   (614) 342-4265

GILLIE 50+ RECREATION CENTER
2100 Morse Centre, Columbus    (614) 645-3106

 GRANDVIEW SENIOR CENTER
1515 Goodale Blvd., Columbus    (614) 488-3111

GRISWOLD CENTER
777 High Street, Worthington    (614) 842-6320

GROVE CITY SENIOR CENTER
4330 Dudley Ave., Grove City   (614) 277-1062

HILLIARD SENIOR CENTER
3810 Veterans Memorial Dr., Hilliard  (614) 876-0747

LAZELLE WOODS COMMUNITY CENTER
8140 Sancus Blvd., Westerville (614) 645-5330

www.columbusrecparks.com

MARION FRANKLIN COMMUNITY CENTER
2801 Lockbourne Rd.    (614) 645-3612

MARTIN JANIS 50+ CENTER
600 East 11th Ave.    (614) 645-5954

NEW HORIZONS 60+
1125 College Ave.    (614) 231-2731

OLIVEDALE SENIOR CENTER
253 Boving Road, Lancaster    (740) 687-6655

www.olivedale.com   

PRAIRIE TOWNSHIP SENIOR CENTER
4616 W. Broad St.    (614) 878-5110

REYNOLDSBURG SENIOR CENTER
1520 Davidson Dr., Reynoldsburg    (614) 866-5890

SOURCEPOINT
800 Cheshire Road, Delaware    (740) 363-6677

www.MySourcePoint.org

UPPER ARLINGTON SENIOR CENTER
1945 Ridgeview Rd.    (614) 583-5320

parks@uaoh.net
www.wemakefunhappen.org

WESTERVILLE SENIOR CENTER
310 W. Main St.    (614) 901-6566

AT YOUR SERVICE

LOGO
Your Company

1 descriptrive line
Phone and or  Website

THIS SPACE IS RESERVED FOR 

Only $75 monthly (or free with display ad)
publisher@insight.rr.com • 614-337-2058

CarePatrol Columbus
Senior Living Advisor

Helping Families Find Safer Senior Living
Free Consultation • 614-888-SAFE

www.Columbus.CarePatrol.com
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