
  

By Madeline Makoul

With more than $1.4 billion sitting 
in the City’s TIF (tax increment 
financing) accounts, community 
groups across Chicago are ques-
tioning these stockpiled funds, 
asking officials to offer more 
transparency and dedicate funds 
to areas that need them most. 

CivicLab and the TIF Illumina-
tion Project recently announced 
their analysis reveals $1,439,903,731 
is sitting in TIF accounts. This money 

comes from property taxes col-
lected in 145 districts, and leaders 
originally intended it would help 
development and construction in 
blighted areas in hopes of spurring 
economic development, said Tom 
Tresser, co-founder of CivicLab. As 
community advocates explained, 
however, this process has not gone 
according to plan, with TIF money 
often going to development in af-
fluent areas of Chicago.

“TIFs are really a big part of this 
tale of two cities that we have been 

seeing in the City for a long time—
one that is taking resources away 
from neighborhoods, especially 
black and brown communities, 
and moving that to developers for 
things like luxury condos and sta-
diums,” Nathan Ryan, director of 
communications at Grassroots 
Collaborative, said. “It’s actually 
hurting the quality of life of the 
folks in our communities.”

Collecting almost $500 mil-
lion a year, TIFs have the potential 

CHICAGO

By Igor Studenkov

More pollution may be coming to 
Illinois from Wisconsin, and Illi-
nois Attorney General Lisa Madi-
gan joined by the City of Chicago, 
has filed a lawsuit to stop it.

Robert Kaplan, who then served 
as acting regional administrator 
for the Federal Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (EPA) Region 
5, which includes Illinois and 
other states within the Great Lakes 
region, on Dec. 20, 2017, wrote a 

letter informing Wisconsin Gov-
ernor Scott Walker that Kaplan’s 
agency intended to give Wiscon-
sin’s Racine County the “non-at-
tainment” designation for not 
meeting air quality standards.

Taipei, Taiwan-based Foxconn 
Technology Group plans to build 
its new manufacturing and tech-
nology campus in Racine County. 
While the EPA non-attainment 
designation would not have pre-
vented Foxconn from building the 
facility, it would have required the 

company to install more stringent 
and thus more expensive air pol-
lution controls. According to the 
letter, the State of Wisconsin rec-
ommended the county get the 
“attainment” designation, which 
permits less stringent pollution 
controls; based on air quality data, 
the EPA decided against it.

When the EPA released the 
list of designations on April 30, 
2018, however, Racine County 
did not appear on it. The original 
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Wisconsin Foxconn plant pollution potential prompts resolutions, lawsuit 

City’s $1.4 billion in TIF accounts draws
concern of CivicLab, local communities
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OTHER HIGHLIGHTS

River City conversion from 
condos to rentals approved after 
three-year negotiation.  
See page 23.

University of Illinois at Chicago 
moves up in national rankings.  
See page 23.

Lisa Deborah Oi named new 
principal at St. Therese’s Chinese 
Catholic School.  
See page 26.

Homemade wine making starts 
with a trip to Sante Fe Grape 
Distributors in Bridgeport.  
See page 2.

Shrine of our Lady of Pompeii
Festa livens up Arrigo Park.  
See Around the Neighborhood, 
beginning on page 18.

Luis Gutierrez reflects on 26-year
career in the United States
House of Representatives.  
See page 14.

New Tri-Taylor
group forms
after crime wave
By Nathan Worcester

Residents of the Tri-Taylor neigh-
borhood have formed a neighbor-
hood watch organization. They 
also started a Facebook group for 
the organization, Tri-Taylor Neigh-
borhood Watch, on August 14 that 
now has more than 120 members.

“The idea of having a neigh-
borhood watch group and reviv-
ing the old one from years ago was 
something that I have been think-
ing about doing for the last couple 
of years,” said Michael Ramstedt, 

Continued on page 16

MEDICAL EDUCATION AT MALCOLM X—Students learn various state-
of-the-science medical techniques by practicing on mannequins in healthcare 
education programs at Malcolm X College. See article, page 6.
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By Marie Balice-Ward

Residents who enjoy making their 
own wine can count on Santa Fe 
Grape Distributors to help. The 
company, at 3500 S. Racine Ave., 
offers grapes and grape juice 
during the distribution season 
that runs from Monday, Sept. 10, 
through Monday, Oct. 15.

The late Paul Alleruzzo founded 
Santa Fe Grape. His son-in-law, 
Dennis Karas, now owns the com-
pany, and Mario Coglianese, who 
retired as a general foreman for 
the City of Chicago after 35 years 
of service, runs the business side 
serving as manager and handling 
sales. Five other staff members 
come on board during the grape 
and grape juice season.

Since the 1980s, Coglianese 
has helped innumerable home-
made wine hobbyists by providing 
grapes, grape juice, wine presses, 
plastic pails, grinders, barrels, jugs, 
corks, and other equipment and 
devices essential to making fine 
homemade wine. 

On Sept. 10, 20,000 cases of 
grapes and 5,000 oversized con-
tainers of grape juice for winemak-
ing will arrive at Santa Fe Grape 
Distributors from Napa Valley, CA. 

The company sells grapes from $35 
to $40 per case, and it measures 
and sells the juice accordingly.

The homemade wine making 
season lasts from early Septem-
ber through mid-October because 
“that’s when the grapes are at their 
sweetest,” explained Coglianese. 
At that time, people from through-
out Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, 
and Wisconsin flock to Santa Fe 
Grape Distributors, “the largest in 
the Midwest.”

Cleanliness is key to making a 
good wine, he said. Makers must 
clean all equipment thoroughly, 
including barrels, which they 
must disassemble each year for 
maximum cleanliness. 

Coglianese noted homemade 
wine is not meant for aging. “It has 
a one-year lifespan,” he said.

Santa Fe Wine Distributors be-
came involved with Napa Valley 
growers through a friendship that 
evolved many years ago between 
Alleruzzo and the Gallo and Mon-
davi families of Napa. 

“There’s no middle man at 
Santa Fe Grape Distributors,” said 
Coglianese. “Our grapes come di-
rectly from the Napa Valley area 
of California by trucks.” Vineyards 
that supply grapes and grape juice 

are located in Lodi, Fresno, Del-
ano, Sonoma, Modesto, Kings-
burg, and Bakersfield, CA.

In the past, grapes came via the 
Santa Fe Railroad, hence the name 
Santa Fe Grape Distributors. The 
company originally was located 
near the rail yard at Ashland Ave-
nue and Princeton Street. It then 
relocated to the Chicago Produce 
Terminal at 27th Street and Ash-
land Avenue, later moving to its 
current location.

“Santa Fe Grape Distributors 
is great,” said Michael Biasiello, a 
Park Ridge dentist. “I have been 
purchasing grapes there for 15 
years and my father did before 
me. The staff there is very helpful. 
They let us go up into the refriger-
ated cars that are marked by type 
of grape and taste the grapes then 
they put them into our vehicle.”

Santa Fe Grape Distributors of-
fers more than 15 types of grapes 
and more than 20 types of grape 
juice. The juice primarily comes 
from Regina of California. Caber-
net sauvignon, merlot, zinfandel, 
pinot grigio, chardonnay, riesling, 
muscato, and rose are some of the 
choices.

Coglianese explained that grape 

juice for winemaking is gaining 
in popularity.  Currently, the ratio 
of fresh grapes to grape juice pur-
chases hovers at 75% to 25%. 
“Grape juice does make it easier 
to make homemade wine,” Cogli-
anese explained. 

The grape juice sold by Santa 
Fe Grape Distributors contains no 
added sugar, water, or yeast, Cog-
lianese added. 

To reach the company, call (773) 
376-7505 or fax (773) 376-7684. 
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Mario Coglianese (at left), taking a break between helping customers at Santa 
Fe Grape Distributors along with Rich Karas Jr. (middle), and business partner 
Rich Karas Sr. Not pictured is business partner Dennis Karas. 

Coglianese in earlier days discussing the art or winemaking with Santa Fe Grape 
Distributors founder Paul Alleruzzo. 

Santa Fe Grape Distributors have long history of assisting local winemakers

How to make wine at home
Dissolve sugar in filtered water 
and add to crushed grapes 
(called must) or grape juice. 
Pour one pack of yeast into two 
to three ounces of water heated 
to between 104 and 109 degrees 
F. Do not stir and let sit for 15 
minutes only. Then stir to sus-
pend yeast and add to must. 
Note that you can use bread 
yeast, but your wine might taste 
like cider. Wine yeast is recom-
mended. It takes three to four 
months to be ready to serve. 
Recipes also are available online 
by typing “homemade wine rec-
ipes” into a search engine.
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By Robert Kingett

The Tri-Taylor community has a 
host of residents and business 
owners ready and willing to do 
whatever they can to keep the 
area thriving. One of these is Eric 
Anthony Pulia, a 30- year-old Uni-
versity of Illinois at Chicago grad-
uate, police officer, Illinois Army 
National Guard member, and 28th 
Ward Republican Committeeman. 

Pulia also has served as a board 
member of the Tri-Taylor Commu-
nity Association, which hosts reg-
ular meetings throughout the year 
to plan initiatives such as their an-
nual Clean and Green community 
beautification event. The associa-
tion also works on issues brought 
to its attention by residents or Al-
derman Jason Ervin’s 28th Ward 
office.

“I wanted to be a board mem-
ber because I believe that, in or-
der for communities to be truly 
successful, people have to take 
ownership of them and be in-
volved and invested,” Pulia said. 
“This was my way to putting for-
ward whatever talents I have to 
good use for the betterment of my 
community.”

The most pressing issues fac-
ing the community are “area beau-
tification and crime,” he said. 
Concerning beautification, he 

said, “I like to start small and solve 
things that can actually have a 
simple solution. In certain parts 
of the neighborhood we have a 
serious litter problem and vacant 
lots that would benefit from de-
velopment. I usually walk around 
my neighborhood around two to 
three hours a week and pick up lit-
ter and debris that ignorant peo-
ple, who most of the time do not 
even live here and are just walk-
ing/driving through, so carelessly 
throw on the ground.  

“We also are not so unique that 
we are immune from the incred-
ible uptick in crime that has af-
fected the entire city since 2016, 

but overall we are a fairly safe area 
considering our geographic loca-
tion,” he added.

Government and police
Pulia always had an interest 

in government, earning his Mas-
ter of Public Administration de-
gree from UIC in 2017. He has 
been a police officer since Decem-
ber 2012.

“I wanted to become a police 
officer because most everyone in 
my family is or was in law enforce-
ment including my dad, brother, 
grandfather, great grandfather, un-
cle, and two cousins,” Pulia said. 
“They seemed to enjoy the work, 

and it seemed rewarding most im-
portantly. It comes from an overall 
sense of duty and commitment to 
serve more than anything.

“When I went through the 
academy, there were two for-
mer Marines who acted as sort 
of drill instructors,” he recalled. 
“What stuck with me when I ini-
tially went through the academy 
is that things can go wrong very 
quickly in any police situation, no 
matter how routine it may seem.  
It kind of hardens you a little and 
makes you hyper vigilant of your 
surroundings at all times.”

A great partner dynamic or a 
supervisor who makes the chal-
lenges worthwhile is what Pu-
lia enjoys about police work. He 
noted that the “partner moments” 
make the job easy and, at times, 
hilarious. 

“My partner and I complement 
each other well,” Pulia said. “He 
worked as a police officer in the 
Philippines before coming to Chi-
cago and worked as a correctional 
officer in Cook County jail prior 
to CPD. You need a partner who 
can enhance your good charac-
ter traits and help control your 
temper at stressful times. A lot 
of people say we remind them of 
Chris Tucker and Jackie Chan in 
the movie Rush Hour.”

Continued on page 4
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Eric Pulia (third from left) with fellow Chicago Police officers. His role with the 
police allows him to fight crime in the Tri-Taylor area.

Eric Pulia works to better Tri-Taylor in variety of ways
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He recalled rushing to a crime 
“in progress” call during the mid-
night shift when, on the radio, 
the song Don’t You (Forget About 
Me) by Simple Minds came on. 
“Even during this intense crazy 
situation while we were driving 
to an in progress call, shouting 
out directions, I noticed that both 
of us were singing along to the 
song,” Pulia said. “We both looked 
at each other and immediately 
started laughing uncontrollably. 
It’s the silly, stupid things on this 
job that make you laugh. You need 
to have that or the rough times will 
eat you alive.”

Long hours
Particularly hard parts are the 

long hours and keeping connec-
tions alive. “I have lost touch with 
a lot of people over the years due 
to the demanding schedule and 
working odd hours which make 
you miss weekends and holidays,” 
Pulia said. “It is also hard that a 
lot of the public at least nowadays 
doesn’t seem to support the police 
as they did before. The public is so 
quick to judge situations that oc-
cur in the blink of an eye and often 
do not even know the full context 
or background of a police action 
which may seem textbook to us, 
but controversial to the public.”

Most important to police work 
is trusting your partner and re-
maining calm, Pulia said, noting, 
“Often times there is a lot of yell-
ing and commotion on certain 
calls, and calming everyone down 
and figuring out what is occur-
ring are challenging at times. I just 
learned to rely on my partners and 
other co-workers to assist when I 
am feeling overwhelmed and need 
to take a deep breath.”

One of the biggest challenges 
in fighting crime “is that our com-
munity spans two police districts” 
he said. “Once a potential offender 
or problem such as a gang con-
flict crosses Western Avenue [the 
border between districts], it can 
be difficult to coordinate. We suf-
fer like most Chicago neighbor-
hoods from crimes such as bur-
glaries and robberies, and we are 
just as frustrated as the rest of 
the city with a lack of stiff prose-
cutions of these crimes from the 
Cook County State’s Attorney Of-
fice when these people are caught 
and the judges who hand out le-
nient sentences, which invite 
more of this behavior.  

“I know many community 
members who have obtained 
their concealed carry permits due 
to the lack of security they have 
felt, and I honestly cannot blame 
them,” Pulia added. “I also know 

many who have installed security 
cameras on their homes.”

Pulia noted that community 
members “are excited about the 
new Gateway 2020 project that is 
coming soon to Harrison and Og-
den, which should bring an eco-
nomic boom to our area, as well 
as the redevelopment of the for-
mer Cook County Hospital, which 
will undoubtedly have an im-
pact on our area in terms of hous-
ing development and economic 
development.”

National Guard Training
Pulia also finds his Army Na- 

tional Guard training helps give 
him the mental fortitude to be a 
community activist. His joining 
the guard “started off as a conver-
sation with a co-worker who was 
considering joining. I had always 
wanted to join the military but 
for one reason or another never 
pulled the trigger, so to speak. 
I met with a recruiter and went 
through the long process of get-
ting medically cleared and taking 
the entrance exam. I was in my 
last semester of graduate school 
when I was accepted to attend 
Army basic training and advanced 
individual training. It is a long pro-
cess but well worth it.  

“The training can be long, gru-
eling days with little sleep.” Pu-
lia explained. “It teaches you dis-
cipline and how to push through 
no matter how tired or exhausted 
you are. Before you join the Army 
you never really know how far you 
can push yourself, and it defi-
nitely teaches you to go above and 
beyond what you thought was 
possible.

“What stuck with me after join-
ing the military is that you must 
always be disciplined and place 
the mission first,” he said. “I also 
took away that America has some 
of the most patriotic and amazing 
young citizens who want to serve 

Eric Pulia, besides being an activist in 
the Tri-Taylor community, is a mem-
ber of the Illinois National Guard.

Continued from page 3

Continued on page 9

Eric Pulia works to better Tri-Taylor in variety of ways



October 5, 2018 www.gazettechicago.com • eedition.gazettechicago.com Gazette • 5

On Sunday, October 7, we invite you to discover Chicago
and share your experience using #MyChicagoMarathon.
Track your favorite athlete by using the Bank of America
Chicago Marathon mobile application, 
powered by Tata Consultancy Services (TCS)

Learn more at chicagomarathon.com   
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By Peter Winslow

Since its official opening on Jan. 7, 
2016, the new Malcolm X College 
building continues to provide myr-
iad resources to surrounding com-
munities and to prospective and 
current students across Chicago.  

Malcolm X College offers two-
year associate degree and certifi-
cate programs with courses in ed-
ucation, information technology, 
natural sciences, dental hygiene, 
and other programs. The college 
has won recognition most often, 
however, for its School of Health 
Sciences, which prepares students 
for the burgeoning heath care in-
dustry in the Illinois Medical Dis-
trict and beyond.

David A. Sanders, Malcolm X’s 
president, said of the college’s im-
pact, “We’ve seen the graduation 
rate go from 7% in 2015 to now 
24% in 2018.”

When asked what his goal was 
for Malcolm X’s graduation rate 
over the next five years, Sanders 
did not provide a specific num-
ber.  Instead, he referenced the 
importance of being attune with 
the needs of a constantly chang-
ing student enrollment popula-
tion.  “Our goal is to continue that 
trend of increasing our graduation 
rate and we have assessments and 
evaluations that we do on an ev-
ery-semester basis to determine 
what issues students are having,” 
said Sanders.

Sanders attributes the positive 
graduation trajectory to the col-
lege’s refreshed resources as well 
as those intensive evaluations and 
assessments he and his team per-
form each semester.  But he hopes 
to achieve more and address prob-
lems facing his students in the 
coming years.

“We realized in order to impact 
students we needed to address the 
rates of recidivism,” Sanders ex-
plained. “Why are students leav-
ing before completing their pro-
grams? One of the things we found 
in research was a lot of socioeco-
nomic factors were impacting our 
students prior to them complet-
ing the programs. We need to get 
them to completion quicker and 
faster.”  

Myrna Avila, a first-generation 
college student and vice president 
of the student government asso-
ciation, shared high praise about 
the diversification of Malcolm 
X’s resources and academic sup-
port systems. She said Malcolm X  
“does a good job categorizing and 
sorting out the courses for you.  
They say that these are the courses 
you need to take and they are very 
familiar with major universities in 
the area and out of the area.”  

When asked what advice she 
would give to prospective stu-
dents, Avila said, “As long as you 
put in the work, there is no doubt 
that there are resources here to 
help you figure it out.”

New programs
While still providing traditional 

two-year associate degree and cer-
tificate curricula, the college now 
offers single term certificate pro-
grams that students can complete 
in only 16 weeks.

Malcolm X has added or up-
dated certificate programs in com-
munity health, medical billing, 
medical coding, nursing, phlebot-
omy, and patient care. Recently, 
the college’s nursing program 
earned accreditation from the Ac-
creditation Commission for Edu-
cation in Nursing and produced a 
high student pass volume and pass 
rate. In 2016, City Colleges of Chi-
cago consolidated multiple nurs-
ing programs and centered them 
at Malcolm X’s updated campus. 

While Malcolm X rotates class- 
es of health science and nursing 
students through clinical training 
programs in Chicago area hospi-
tals, the reinvigorated facility pro-
vides state of the science clinical 
and emergency labs, said Nancy 
Kipnis, an assistant professor of 
nursing at Malcolm X. 

“On the fifth floor, we have 
more than an adequate number 
of what we call skills labs,” Kip-
nis said. “They mirror a patient’s 
room,” she said. “They have the 
beds, mannequins, oxygen equip-
ment, and supply cabinets, and we 
have that for the students. These 
labs allow for students to hone 
skills necessary to be professionals 

in an environment that is great for 
active learning,” she added.

In addition to skills labs, the 
Malcolm X facility holds a fully 
equipped simulation hospital on 
the eighth floor. “We can simulate 
a woman giving birth, heart at-
tacks, pediatric patients, and adult 
patients, and we can actually sim-
ulate a patient situation—the pa-
tient’s vital signs are changing and 
the condition is changing,” Kipnis 
said. The in-house hospital sim-
ulator replicates environments 
such as emergency room and tri-
age centers with the hopes of giv-
ing students a range of situational 
learning experiences to better pre-
pare them for future experiences 
in their careers.

Learning optimized 
When asked why these simula-

tors were so valuable to students’ ed-
ucation, Kipnis said, “Their learn- 
ing is optimized through those 
simulations. They act out. They 
simulate what they would actually 
do, which is very dynamic active 
learning and, at the end of the day, 
it helps us promote patient safety 
first, our primary goal.”  

Nicholas Haubach, chief human 
resources officer at the University 
of Illinois Hospital and Health Sci-
ences System (UI Health), said stu-
dents on clinical rotations might 
not be exposed to the innumerable 
issues and complications they may 
face during their careers. Clinical 

A new building has allowed Malcolm X College to add programs.

Photo courtesy City Colleges of Chicago

Students learning in the new Malcolm X College School of Health Sciences facilities.

Malcolm X College continues to boost health sciences
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Students learn various medical tech-
niques by practicing on mannequins 
at Malcolm X College.

training programs only allot a cer-
tain number of credit hours for 
students to advance their in-field 
skills, so the Malcolm X program 
provides invaluable training.  

“It is one thing to read about 
something and another to have 
human-like mannequins in a sim-
ulated real-life event,” Haubach 
said. “Having something like that 
is truly beneficial.”

“We were very pleased to hear 
of the facility and program ex-
pansions at Malcolm X College,” 
said West Loop Community Or-
ganization director Carla Agosti-
nelli. “The programs are relevant 
to the needs of the community, as 
the college is located blocks from 
the Illinois Medical District. We 
are hopeful to see more graduates 
placed at Rush, Stroger, and Uni-
versity of Illinois at Chicago.” 

Among Illinois community col-
leges, Malcolm X and the City Col-
leges of Chicago collectively in 
2017 had the largest number of 
students pass the National Coun-
cil Licensure Examination and as-
sociate’s degree in nursing exams. 
The pass rate for students in the 
nursing program stands at 94%, 
and other “health science pro-
grams are at a 90% pass rate or 
better,” Sanders added.

Alderman Walter Burnett Jr. 
(27th Ward) also has praised the 
college’s achievements. “The Med-
ical District is the largest district 
employing individuals in Illinois,” 
said Burnett. “As baby boom-
ers are beginning to retire, there 
are a lot of vacancies opening for 
students.”

Malcolm X, along with many 
other of the City Colleges of Chi-
cago, works with area high schools 
to open pathways for students who 
otherwise would not have sought 
a post secondary education. For 
graduating Chicago Public School 
students, “We have a Star Scholar-
ship program that offers students 
the opportunity to go to school 
free of charge as long as they carry 
a 3.0 grade point average and a 17 
ACT score,” said Sanders.  

Tuition rates for students at 
Malcolm X vary based on whether 
an individual lives within the Col-
lege’s district or holds residency 
in Illinois.  For more information, 
log on to http://www.ccc.edu/
colleges/malcolm-x.
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to change the communities that 
need it most, yet officials do not 
allocate them in a way that ben-
efits the areas they were designed 
to help, Ryan said. In light of TIFs’ 
continued misuse and lack of 
transparency, multiple commu-
nity organizations across Chicago 
are asking for change.

Call for transparency
So where is the $1.4 billion go-

ing? According to Tresser, when 
he asked the City’s Department of 
Planning and Development and 
the Office of Budget and Manage- 
ment, representatives told him 
many funds are “committed” to pro- 
jects. At the same time, he learned 
some of these committed funds 
are “confidential and under dis-
cussion.” As Tresser explained, 
money cannot be both committed 
and still under discussion, call-
ing into question these funds’ ex-
act status.

According to a statement from 
Kristin Cabanban, a public rela-
tions and communications spokes-
person for the City of Chicago, 90% 
of TIF funds “were committed or 
have been committed to neigh-
borhood projects.” Cabanban said 
the high amount of money in TIF 
accounts stems from the need for 
“significant investments upfront” 

with large projects that require the 
balance to build up over time. 

Advocates like Tresser remain 
unconvinced.

“The TIFs are just a giant slush 
fund covering a lot of things that 
have nothing to do with blighted 
communities or economic devel-
opment,” he said. “It’s a very fudge-
able, elastic fund that responds to 
the mayor and his allies at their 
whim.”

Mayoral candidate Troy LaRa-
viere expressed similar concerns 
over TIF secrecy. With TIF accounts 
pulling in close to half a billion in 
residents’ tax dollars a year, La- 
Raviere wants these accounts fully 
transparent and open to the public. 

‘Sunshine of public scrutiny’
“They have to be in the sun-

shine of public scrutiny,” LaRaviere 
said. “Right now, it’s an extremely 
corrupt and shady process—it’s 
ripe with corruption. We are in des-
perate need of revenue, and appar-
ently it’s a source of almost half a 
billion in revenue each year.”

Ryan, too, questioned how law-
makers are using this money. De-
spite being set up to help blighted 
communities, Ryan pointed to 
how this broken system only in-
creases communities’ struggles. 
He mentioned a report by David 
Orr, Cook County Clerk, that found 

one third of Chicago’s property 
tax dollars—about $660 million—
are diverted into TIF funds. Yet, 
as taxes continue to rise, school 
systems face mounting challenges 
and mental health centers are 
closing, bringing Ryan and other 
advocates to question who really 
benefits from TIFs.

Ryan said TIF projects primar-
ily benefit elites, and the gains for 
this privileged group go beyond 
the luxury highrises that are pop-
ping up throughout the Loop with 
the help of TIF dollars. While TIFs 
present the idea of development 

projects promoting jobs, Ryan said 
Grassroots Collaborative did a re-
port that found the jobs generated 
by TIFs primarily go to college ed-
ucated whites living in suburbs—
not to those living in communities 
TIFs are designed to improve. 

“If you look at a map of where 
the TIFs are and where the money 
is, you can clearly see the inequal-
ity of the TIF system,” Ryan said. 
“It’s certainly not bringing invest-
ment and resources to Englewood 
as much as it is to the affluent 
Near North Side.”

Cabanban countered that 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel reviews 
TIF balances annually, “identify-
ing surplus that can be returned to 
taxing districts.” She asserted that 
officials have returned $1 billion 
of TIF surplus to the Cook County 
Clerk since 2011.

Propositions for the future
While advocates may not agree 

on what should happen to TIFs 
moving forward, they do agree the 
program need a major change.

Tresser called for a complete 
freeze of TIF accounts, also stat-
ing he wants them eliminated 
eventually. 

“They aren’t serving their orig-
inal purpose,” he said. “I do think 
that Chicago needs economic de-
velopment in poor communities, 

Continued from page 1
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Tom Tresser of CivicLab and the 
TIF Illumination Project appears 
frequently in communities and the 
media explaining TIF abuse.

City’s $1.4 billion in TIF accounts draws CivicLab, community concern
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the people of the United States 
for the right reasons. The Army 
isn’t for everyone, but I sincerely 
believe that more people should 
consider joining for the education 
benefits and life experience. Given 
the extremely hard task in front 
of me, I still managed to graduate 
number one in my class, earning 
the distinction of honor graduate 
for having the highest academic 
grade point average in my class 
and qualifying physical fitness test 
scores.”  

He also has worked as a cam-
paign staffer, and a Republican of-
ficial approached him about being 
GOP ward committeeman. The 
primary focus is appointing elec-
tion judges, to make the election 
process transparent and bi-par-
tisan.  It is an unpaid, volunteer 
position. His term ends in March 
2020. He hopes to run again in 
2020.

Pulia’s future plans encompass 
politics, Tri-Taylor community ac-
tivism, and more time with his 
family. “I have a wedding com-
ing up next year and have been 
busy planning for that,” Pulia said. 
“Long term, I hope to work for 
the federal government in law en-
forcement in some way, perhaps 
with the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration or Alcohol Tobacco 

and Firearms.” He also may run 
for office.

Concerning the new Tri-Taylor 
Neighborhood Watch Group (see 
article, page 1), Pulia said, “I know 
the group is coordinating with the 
police districts that cover Tri-Tay-
lor. I am personally all for it, and 
hope it grows into a real commu-
nity watch program with actual re-
sults in the future.”

For more about the Tri-Taylor 
Community Association, log on to 
tritaylor.community.

Make an appointment 
312.996.7416

Visit us at 
Kids.UIHealth.Care

Pediatric care every day, for every situation, 
right in your community
We understand that your family’s busy schedule can be a barrier to getting the healthcare 
your children need. That’s why UI Health Pediatrics offers extended evening and weekend 
hours to help you find and schedule an appointment that’s convenient for you.

Several types of insurance are accepted, including Medicaid Managed Care plans. 

UI HEALTH
 PEDIATRICS

Continued from page 4

so let’s have a master plan that is 
equitable and shared by everyone. 
We need a different plan.”

Tresser thinks officials could 
allocate the $1.4 billion to make 
massive changes including ex-
panding public transportation, re-
opening closed schools, increas-
ing teachers’ salaries, and building 
up community centers and clinics. 

While Ryan and LaRaviere 
agree more money needs to go 
to the South and West sides, they 
do not agree about eliminating 
TIFs. LaRaviere said TIFs must un-
dergo a “radical” reform. With an 
upcoming election and new can-
didates in office, change may be 
right on the horizon. 

If elected mayor, LaRaviere 
hopes to make the TIF system en-
tirely transparent and will push to 

use funds equitably. 
“When I say equitable, I don’t 

mean everyone is the same,” he 
said. “I mean the areas that need 
the most, get the most. What we 
have right now is the opposite—
the areas that need it the least get 
the most, and the areas that need 
it most get the least. This is for the 
benefit of our entire city. If we in-
vest in underdeveloped areas, that 
helps our city. When all of Chicago 
prospers, all of Chicago prospers!”

To learn more about tax incre-
ment financing, visit the TIF Illu-
mination Project’s website at www.
tifreports.com. For Grassroots Col-
laborative, log on to grassrootscol-
laborative.org. For the City’s TIF 
website, log on to https://www.
cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/
dcd/provdrs/tif.html.

Pulia works to better Tri-Taylor in variety of ways

A UIC graduate with a Master’s degree 
in public administration, Eric Pulia is 
interested in community affairs.

UIC expert assesses TIFs in new report
David F. Merriman, the James J. 
Stukel Presidential Professor of 
Public Administration at the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Chicago Col-
lege of Urban Planning and Pub-
lic Affairs, has worked with the 
Lincoln Institute of Land Policy 
to publish a report, Improving 
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) for 
Economic Development.

Merriman concluded that “in 
most cases, TIF has not accom-
plished the goal of promoting 

economic development.”
He went on to say that TIF “has 

the potential to draw investment 
into long-neglected places, but its 
success requires rigorous analysis, 
transparency, and oversight to en-
sure that the expenditure of taxpayer 
dollars truly benefits the public.”

The report is available for $15. 
For more information, log on to 
www.lincolninst.edu.

To contact Merriman, email 
dmerrim@uic.edu.
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supporting documents explained 
Racine County’s contribution to 
regional pollution was enough to 
receive the non-attainment des-
ignation, but the revised report 
stated officials had no way to be 
sure whether it was contributing 
any pollution, so it was one of sev-
eral counties they removed from 
the list, and these counties were 
now in “attainment.”

On Aug. 2, Madigan, along with 
the City of Chicago, filed a lawsuit 
in against the EPA. Madigan al-
leged that the EPA improperly des-
ignated a number of counties in Il-
linois, Indiana, and Wisconsin as 
in “attainment” with the air qual-
ity standard for ozone. The desig-
nations mean that these counties 
do not need to take steps to reduce 
smog, despite the EPA’s previous 
determination that the counties 
were not in compliance with the 
ozone air quality standard.

Designating Racine County, 
the future home of the $10 billion 
Foxconn electronics manufactur-
ing area, as in attainment allows 
the development to avoid meeting 
stricter standards for controlling 
smog, and Madigan alleged that 
would hurt air quality in nearby 

Illinois counties. 
“The science is clear on the health 

effects of air pollution: increased 
asthma attacks, wheezing, and short- 
ness of breath from ozone; and heart 
attacks and preterm birth from par- 
ticulate matter, are just a few exam-
ples,” said Susan Buchanan, clini-
cal associate professor of environ-
mental and occupational health 
sciences in the University of Illinois 
at Chicago School of Public Health, 
and director of the Great Lakes 
Center for Children’s Environmen-
tal Health. “The purpose of air pol-
lution regulation is to promote hu-
man health, and great strides have 
been made in the 30 years in our 
country’s air quality. But deaths 
from asthma and heart attacks, and 
severe asthma attacks continue. We 
know that some of these are caused 
by exposure to air pollutants.”

The Illinois Environmental 
Council, a Springfield-based envi- 
ronmental policy lobbying group, 
has expressed concern about the 
Foxconn facility’s environmental 
impact on Illinois. Jennifer Wall-
ing, the organization’s executive 
director, told Gazette Chicago that 
it seemed clear that, when it came 
to the attainment designation, fed-
eral law was not being followed.

Continued from page 1

Wisconsin Foxconn plant pollution 
potential prompts resolutions, suit 
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“The attainment permit is a 
federal issue, and it’s very clear that 
the decision shouldn’t have been 
made,” she said. “It’s pretty clear 
that the standards that were put 
in place for this permit were not 
appropriate for the area. They’re 
changing attainment areas [based 
on standards] that really don’t fit 
federal definitions. It should be 
pretty clear that this was done 
without looking at the federal law.”

Walling said that this has been 
part of a broader pattern where 
the State of Wisconsin and EPA re-
laxed environmental restrictions 
in order to encourage Foxconn to 
build a plant in that state.

“I think a lot of things have 
been done to locate the facility in 
Wisconsin that have high risk for 
harming human health and envi-
ronment,” she said. 

For example, Walling said, wet-
land mitigation permits have been 
waived – which, she said, already 
seems to be causing increased 
flooding in Lake County.

Data questioned
Mike Mikulka, president of 

the American Federation of Gov-
ernment Employees Local 704, 
the labor union that represents 
EPA employees in Chicago and 
throughout Region 5, told Gazette 
Chicago he believed Madigan had 
grounds to address the issue be-
cause he has not seen any scien-
tific data supporting the change 

of designations from non-attain-
ment to attainment. He also be-
lieves the situation raises other 
issues that the Office of Illinois 
Attorney General might want to 
investigate. 

Attainment designations sig-
nify where a county has been able 

to meet the most recently estab-
lished National Ambient Air Qual-
ity Standards (NAAQS). In 2015, 
the EPA lowered the primary eight-
hour ozone standard from 0.075 
parts per million (ppm) to 0.070 
ppm to provide increased  protec-
tion of public health.

As part of the designation pro-
cess, state governments must rec-
ommend which counties should 
receive attainment designation. 
According to the letter and EPA 
technical support document, the 
State of Wisconsin recommended 
all counties near its border with 
Illinois, including Kenosha, Ra-
cine, and Milwaukee counties, be 
designated as having reached at-
tainment. In December 2017, the 
EPA recommended either full-
fledged or partial non-attainment 
designations for all counties in 
question.

According to an EPA techni-
cal support document, Racine 
County and nearby Washington 
and Waukesha counties do not, by 
themselves, generate enough pol-
lution to trigger air quality moni-
tors, but they contribute enough 
pollution to the nearby areas that 
do trigger air monitors to receive a 
non-attainment status. This con-
clusion was based on a combina-
tion of air quality data, emissions 
data, population density, and traf-
fic levels. 

“The EPA has concluded that 
[Racine County and other] nearby 
areas contribute to the ozone con-
centrations in violation of the 
2015 ozone NAAQS through emis-
sions from point and non-point 
sources into the counties with vi-
olating monitors,” the report 
stated. “Waukesha County has, by 

A drawing from an EPA document shows air pollution from southern Wisconsin 
traveling south to Illinois to Cook and surrounding counties.

Continued on page 12
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far, the highest [nitrogen dioxide] 
and [volatile organic compounds] 
emissions in the…counties with-
out violating monitors, followed by 
Racine and Washington counties, 
which have the next greatest [ni-
trogen dioxide] emissions.”

Environmentalists are worried 
about possible increased pollution 
when Foxconn opens its facility.

In his letter, Kaplan wrote that 
the State of Wisconsin could sub-
mit any information that affects 
the EPA’s conclusions. 

EPA says ‘no evidence;’ Madigan 
disagrees

The report goes on to explain 
that, between the EPA analysis 
and Wisconsin data, there is no ev-
idence that contributing counties, 
including Racine County, actually 
generate enough pollution to af-
fect pollution levels in counties 
that triggered air monitors. That 
belief led officials to give the coun-
ties the attainment designation. 

“EPA does not believe that 
there is sufficient evidence of con-
tribution from the other areas in 
the area of analysis and thus a des-
ignation consisting of the area vi-
olating the standard is appropri-
ate,” the report stated.

In response to comments is-
sued along with the EPA supporting 

document, the agency noted des-
ignations are based on air pol-
lution as it is measured now. Be-
cause the Foxconn plant has not 
been built, the EPA cannot take 
whatever pollution it will generate 
into account

Mikulka told Gazette Chicago 
he remained skeptical about how 
EPA reconsidered the decision, 
saying he was not convinced the 
data would support an attainment 
designation.

“It’s normally a technical basis 
for changing determination,” he 
said. “Is there any more monitor-
ing data, or was more monitoring 
needed, or was there insufficient 
monitoring? I don’t believe any of 
those came up. So I think, under 
the circumstances, I don’t see how 
determination can be changed.”

Illinois Attorney General Madi-
gan stated the EPA’s final deci-
sion ignored data showing that, on 
average, Racine County exceeded 
the 0.070 ppm ozone limit be-
tween 2015 and 2017.

According to both the origi-
nal and the revised report, no data 
is available for 2014. In 2015, Ra-
cine County came in at just less 
than the limit, at 0.068 ppm, and 
in 2016 it exceeded the limit, at 
0.076 ppm. The average of the two 
numbers available—0.072 ppm— 
slightly exceeds the limit.

“Despite its name, the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency now 
operates with total disregard for 
the quality of our air and water, 
and in this case, the U.S. EPA is 
putting a company’s profit ahead 
of our natural resources and the 
public’s health,” Madigan said, 
noting she was filing the lawsuit 
“to protect the environment and 
people from the consequences of 
this unsupported decision.”

Decision to file 
Mikulka agrees with Madigan 

filing the suit.
“I think it’s within the duty of 

the attorney general to look at 
what is going on in an adjacent 
state,” he said.

Walling said that her organiza-
tion supports Madigan’s lawsuit. 

“I think the air permit [deci-
sion] needs to be challenged and, if 
the facility is put in place, making 
sure environmental laws are en-
forced is very important,” she said.

“With the proposed man-
ufacturing facility less than 90 
miles away, Chicago has legiti-
mate concerns about the Trump 
administration loosening pollu-
tion regulations that can impact 
our environment and our resi-
dents’ health,” said Ed Siskel, City 
of Chicago Corporation Coun-
sel. “We are joining with the At-
torney General to raise the alarm 
about the decision and to send a 
strong message to the EPA that it 
has an obligation to protect our 
environment.”

Ultimately, Mikulka finds wa-
ter-related environmental issues 
even more pressing. He voiced 
concern that the manufacturing 
facility will go up on wetlands.

“Water is stored at wetlands 
rather than going off to adjacent 
proprieties,” Mikulka said. “If the 

Photo courtesy Slowking

Illinois Attorney General Lisa 
Madigan may sue the Federal 
Environmental Protection Agency 
to stop increased air pollution from 
coming to Illinois from Wisconsin.

Continued from page 11

Wisconsin Foxconn plant pollution potential prompts resolutions, lawsuit 
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wetland is going to be filled, it 
would take away storage capacity 
of those wetlands.”

Putting the facility on a river 
basin would worsen flooding, es-
pecially in the Des Plaines River in 
north and northwestern suburbs 
in Illinois, he added.

“I think this issue is certainly 
something that bears attention of 
the Attorney General,” Mikulka 
said.

He also explained that the Fox-
conn facility is expected to draw 
seven million gallons of water daily 
from Lake Michigan, with two mil-
lion used in its production process 
and five million discharged.

“Will the water be treated and 
released, and to where?” Mikulka 
asked. “Will it go back to the river 
basin and the Great Lakes basin? 
That is the issue that is purview 
of the attorney general to look at.”

Foxconn announced it agreed 
to adopt a Zero Liquid Discharge 
system by recycling most of the 
water, reducing both the amount 
of water it needs and the amount 
of polluted water it releases. This 
step will reduce the facility’s water 
intake by about a half, and while it 
addresses the water pollution is-
sue, it doesn’t resolve the flooding 
issue, Mikulka noted.

The Board of Commissioners 
of Lake County, the closest Illinois 
county to southeast Wisconsin, on 
June 18 passed a resolution oppos-
ing the plant because of the afore-
mentioned flooding and pollution 
concerns. On May 31, 2018, the Illi-
nois State Senate adopted a resolu-
tion urging Illinois State agencies 
to take action against loss of wa-
ter resources, flooding, and other 
ecological impacts of the Foxconn 
facility.

“In summary, I believe it’s ap-
propriate for the Illinois Attor-
ney General to look at this very 
closely,” Mikulka said.

After the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources approved air 
permits for Foxconn, Randy Bryce, 
the Democratic candidate for Con-
gress in Racine County, said, “For 
Scott Walker, it wasn’t enough that 
taxpayers forked over billions of 
dollars to Foxconn. He expects us 
to sacrifice our air quality, too.”

Martha Laning, chair of the 
Democratic Party of Wisconsin, 
said, “I’m thankful that the Illi-
nois Attorney General is doing her 
job by taking a stand to protect air 
quality on behalf of the citizens of 
both Wisconsin and Illinois.”

The Chicagoland Chamber 
of Commerce, the EPA, and Gov. 
Scott Walker’s office declined to 
comment for this article. Fox-
conn could not be reached for 
comment.

Read the complete electronic version of

Gazette Chicago 
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eedition.gazettechicago.com
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By Rick Romano

Long-time 4th District Congress- 
man Luis Gutierrez, who is stepping 
down from his Capitol Hill post 
after 26 years, said he will con-
tinue serving the cause of immi-
grants in the U.S. while working 
to help Puerto Rico, his ancestral 
homeland.

Gutierrez, a Chicago-born son 
of Puerto Rican parents who em-
igrated to the U.S. in the 1950s, 
previously served seven years as 
the city’s 26th Ward Alderman. In 
Congress, Gutierrez has served on 
the Judiciary Committee, the Fi-
nancial Services Committee, and 
as chair of the Immigration Task 
Force of the Congressional His-
panic Caucus. 

He explained his career-chang-
ing decision as well as his future 
plans in a recent Gazette Chicago 
interview. 

Why did you decide not to seek 
re-election?

“There were three factors in 
my decision,” Gutierrez said. “The 
first factor is that [Cook County 
Commissioner Jesus] Chuy Garcia 
would run. That doesn’t mean that 
he would win the seat, but I had a 
lot of confidence that if his name 
was put into nomination the peo-
ple would vote for him. I thought it 
was a natural transition. 

“I never believed that a person 
makes up a Congressional seat,” 
Gutierrez continued. “No one is ir-
replaceable. I had very high stan-
dards for the person who would 
replace me, so when he decided, 
I felt good because I knew that 
I was leaving the people of the 
4th Congressional District in good 
hands—good, solid, safe hands.

“The second thing is that I feel 
a real sense of urgency in mak-
ing sure that Donald Trump does 
not get re-elected, and I thought I 
could do a lot more in making sure 
that does not happen,” he added. 
“That is a very positive goal be-
cause it will be good for immi-
grants, it will be good for women, 
good for gay people, and it will be 
good for all Americans who be-
lieve in a system that is fair. 

“So I will be spending a lot of 
time in Florida and Pennsylvania, 
and I will be focused,” Gutierrez as-
serted. “I will be working, not retir-
ing—changing focus. I will be using 
Puerto Rico as my home base for at 
least eight months of the year. Trav-
eling back and forth. Chicago will 
always be part of who I am.”

A third reason and new focus 
for his work, Gutierrez said, will in-
clude traveling with the National 
Partnership for New Americans, a 
multiethnic, multiracial partner-
ship representing the country’s 

37 largest refugee and immigrant 
rights organizations across 31 
states. 

It is work that focuses on “bring- 
ing democracy back to America,” 
he said.

What will you be doing in 
Puerto Rico?

“I will work with environmen-
talists, those who are working to 

create clean, viable water and a 
new energy plan and with those 
building new housing to replace 
the thousands that were destroyed 
in the hurricane,” he said. “Also 
jobs. I want to connect the fight 
and everyday struggle for those 
who live on the island with the 
Puerto Ricans in the U.S. I want 
to say ‘I just came from the island, 
and this is what I saw, and here is 
what they are facing.’ ”

Gutierrez said he is preparing a 
video to use to help communicate 
his efforts.

Which of your actions makes 
you most proud?

“Changing the view of many 
Americans about immigrants and 
how important they are to our so-
ciety,” Gutierrez said. “And how im-
portant it is to have an immigration 
system that is humane, that’s kind, 
that’s family oriented and keeps us 
all safe. I see 800,000 Dreamers and 
I helped that happen through my 
advocacy. I see Republicans and 
Independents and Democrats who 
know that we need an immigration 
system that helps people come to 
this country and not criminals. 
And that immigrants are bringing 
value to the cause. 

“The 4th Congressional District 
office today is important because 
we do important immigration 
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Want to make a 
difference in a 
child’s future?

We have an opportunity for you!
Research shows that those who don’t read proficiently by the end of third 
grade are four times more likely to leave school without a diploma than  
proficient readers. But you can change this statistic. AARP Foundation  
Experience Corps Chicago is an award-winning, proven reading program that 
places volunteer tutors in kindergarten through 3rd grade classrooms with 
small groups of struggling students to help them with their reading skills. 

Here’s how you can help:
Volunteer to guide the next generation of readers. To be eligible, you must be 
aged 50+, willing to tutor small groups of students during the school year,  
possess a high school education or equivalent, and pass a background check.
 
To learn more visit www.aarp.org/ecchicago and register to 
attend an upcoming volunteer information session.
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the new group’s co-creator. “But 
I was always too busy and didn’t 
want to do it by myself. After the 
recent rash of summer crimes, I 
saw my neighbor, Rick Romero, 
post on Facebook about starting 
one, so I contacted him and we 
decided to work together to do so.”

Sergeant Rocco Alioto of the 
Chicago Police Department’s Of-
fice of Communications con-
firmed police have charged Ronald 
Moore with five counts of burglary 
as well as one misdemeanor count 
of criminal trespass to land follow-
ing a series of late summer bur-
glaries in and around Tri-Taylor. 
The area also saw two high-profile 
shootings on Taylor Street in rela-
tively rapid succession.

Although the recent burglaries 
and shootings led many Tri-Taylo-
rites to express outrage on social 
media, some indicators show the 
area has been safer in August and 
September of 2018 than during 
the same period in 2017.

Sergeant Alioto’s data on the 
12th District, which includes all of 
Tri-Taylor east of Western Avenue 
as well as large swaths of adjoining 
neighborhoods, indicate the area 
had fewer murders, shootings, bur- 
glaries, motor vehicle thefts, and 
robberies between August 1 and 
September 20 of 2018 than during 

the same period in 2017. Police 
counted 25 shooting incidents 
during the 2017 period but only 
six during the 2018 period. Alioto 
did not provide data on the 11th 
District, which includes Tri-Taylor 
west of Western Avenue.

The Tri-Taylor Community As-
sociation (TTCA) Facebook group, 
a separate organization, has pro-
vided a forum for locals to ex-
change information about neigh-
borhood crime. Nicole Beck, 
a TTCA administrator, said res-
idents’ current concerns stem 
partly from violent gang activity 
and other area crime that began to 
de-escalate only in 2017.

“Brother’s Barber Shop was at 
914 S. Western Ave., and that was 
the clubhouse for the Traveling 
Vice Lords,” said Beck. “And so for 
a couple years we endured daily 
shootings over west of Western. 
There was also drug dealing on 
Western Avenue. So that was a dif-
ficult situation for the neighbor-
hood, and I think it’s got all of the 
hairs on the back of our neck up 
about what happens around here.”

Aldermanic support
Daniel Egan, spokesperson for 

Alderman Jason Ervin (28th Ward), 
whose ward includes most of Tri- 
Taylor, expressed support for the 
new neighborhood watch group.

“The alderman looks forward to 
working with this new community 
group and all community groups 
about all issues in the 28th Ward,” 
said Egan. “Only through robust 
community engagement and in-
volvement is it possible to address 
issues of inequality, crime, and en-
hancing our public schools.”

One of Moore’s alleged victims 
would not go on record with his 
name or address for fear of be-
ing targeted by other burglars. He 
described his role in the police’s 
apprehending Moore, which oc-
curred in part because of he used 
Amazon’s Ring application in con-
junction with his home security 
cameras.

“One July morning I met my 
wife at the gym,” the man wrote in 
a Facebook message. “She headed 
home and I went to work. Shortly 
after she frantically calls me she 
came home to our garage door 
broken open. She had no idea if 
the burglar was still present. She 
checked our Ring camera system 
and it turns out he struck early 
[that morning]. Our secure door 
with the deep bolt? He banged 
away at it with a large piece of 
stone from our yard for over ten 
minutes. Landscapers were work-
ing next door, covering the noise. 
I created a flyer with still shots of 
the offender’s face which we also 

posted on social media. Plenty of 
people would report seeing him 
and would call the police but 
would not stick around to ID him.

In August “it happened again,” 
the man continued. “He returned, 
trying again to get access to my 
garage. My new steel door held 
up, but he did break the lock. He 
then gained access to my base-
ment, while my wife was upstairs 
showering. He stole my daughter’s 
piano keyboard this time. Again, 
plenty of video footage. 

“So using this footage my wife 
made a new series of screenshots 
from both robberies and posted 
them in the neighborhood Face-
book page, alerting neighbors,” he 
noted. “She also posted it on the 
Ring neighbors app which allows 
people from other neighborhoods 
to share their videos. People from 
Ukrainian Village had footage of 
the same guy breaking into their 
houses and garages. We were able 
to alert the police that this crimi-
nal was the very same one and link 
all the cases. 

“Then Sunday, Sept. 2 it hap-
pened,” the man continued. “He 
broke into two homes in the Tri- 
Taylor area. He stole a Sox jersey 
from the first one and put it on. 
He was trying to steal a bike but 
was interrupted and chased away 
by the homeowner. Brazenly he 
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progress in developing the group’s 
various committees. One commit-
tee addresses explaining and pro-
moting the Ring application, while 
another handles package theft and 
improper package delivery. While 
the group intends to organize reg-
ular watch patrols, there will be no 
walkers. The group also has a per-
sonal self-defense committee.

After the meeting, Hill-John-
son expressed cautious optimism 
about the group.

“They need to stay a little bit 
more on task, but things happen,” 
said Hill-Johnson. “I’m realistic in 
my thoughts as far as some things 
that are not going to happen.”

Neighbors had a range of ad-
vice for residents seeking to pro-
tect their property or persons.

“Make sure to use alarms even 
when home,” wrote the resident 
whose house allegedly was bur-
gled by Moore.

“Be aware. Be involved. Be ed-
ucated,” wrote Ramstedt.

“If you don’t have any felonies, 
get a gun,” said Hill-Johnson.

Gregory Kirsch, Chair of the Tri- 
Taylor Community Association, 
welcomed the new watch group.

“As to the Tri-Taylor Neighbor-
hood Watch, we are excited they 

are active and we promote their 
activities on our Facebook page 
and encourage all our members 
to participate and help the Chi-
cago Police Department make our 
neighborhood safe,” Kirsch said.”

Community activist Eric Pulia 
(see article, page 3), said that the 
Tri-Taylor Neighborhood Watch 
“has formed committees and 
goals as of now, and look for them 
to be more involved in the future.”

For the Tri-Taylor Neighbor-
hood Watch Facebook page, log 
on to https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1059889377503640/.

Editor’s note: Robert Kingett 
also contributed to this article.

returned to try to get the bike that 
night! The homeowner spotted 
him, still wearing the Sox jersey 
and chased him away again. Then 
he made his way over to Bishop 
and Taylor and tried to steal a 
bike there. This is on video. He is 
still wearing the Sox jersey! The 
resident recognized him from my 
wife’s posts on the Ring neigh-
bors app and alerted police. They 
caught Ronald Moore that night.”

Support and concerns
Although many residents ex-

pressed strong support for the 
watch group, others voiced con-
cerns about racial profiling.

Roxanne Hill-Johnson, who is 
African American, said she wor-
ries in part because of her family’s 
long history in Tri-Taylor.

“My people have been over here 
quite some time,” said Hill-John-
son. “They were over here when 
it was all Italian and Italians were 
breaking down my aunt’s window 
every day. And finally, they had a 
police car sit in front of the house 
every day until it just stopped.”

Hill-Johnson said some-
one recently called her son “the 
n-word” while walking through 
the neighborhood.

“Some people leave windows 
unlocked and doors open,” added 
Hill-Johnson. “I don’t think any-
thing will help other than people 
just being vigilant. Another police 
car is not going to help anything 

over here. They’re not going to give 
us one because this is a blue area 
in Chicago. Downtown is a blue 
area. Now, if you go west of here, 
it’s a red area, and they put cars 
where cars are most needed.”

Another resident who wished 
to remain anonymous for fear of 
being bullied on social media said 
she and others have been pre-
vented from joining the Tri-Tay-
lor Neighborhood Watch Face-
book group because they have 
expressed concerns about the 
group’s potential for racial profil-
ing. She also said white men dom-
inate the group’s committees.

Beck, who is white, wrote that 
claims of racial profiling in or by 
the watch group were “completely 
unfounded and inflammatory 
rhetoric….We move into Tri-Tay-
lor because of its ethnic diversity! 
We can’t be swayed by Trumpian 
altright fears prevalent in other 
[pockets] of the nation. This is 
Chicago and [we are] proud to 
live in such a diverse city and 
neighborhood!”

Hill-Johnson attended the Tri- 
Taylor Neighborhood Watch’s sec-
ond meeting on Sept. 12. The meet- 
ing started at the Slide Bar but 
soon migrated to the much quieter 
Damenzo’s Pizza down the block.

Meeting topics focused on the 
local area. A few attendees voice 
concern about foliage blocking a 
particular police camera and mak-
ing it ineffective. Others discussed 

“Be aware. Be involved. Be educated.” 

— Michael Ramstedt of the Tri-Taylor Neighborhood Watch
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By William S. Bike

MARATHON SCHEDULED
The Bank of America Chicago 
Marathon will be held Sunday, Oct. 
7, starting and finishing in Grant 
Park. Runners from all 50 states and 
more than 100 countries will partic-
ipate. For more information, log on 
to www.chicagomarathon.com.

TRIVIA NIGHT
Bridgeport Catholic Academy 
will host its 13th annual Fall Fest 
Trivia Night on Saturday, Nov. 10, 
at Nativity of Our Lord Church 
Hall at 653 W. 37th St. Doors open 
at 6:30 p.m. and the games begin 
at 7 p.m. Reserve a table for ten: 
best decorated fall themed table 
wins a special prize. Bring some 
food and drinks. Tickets cost $20 
per person. Guests can bid on a 
selection of raffle and silent auc-
tion items. Contact Lillian Buck-
ley at (773) 376-6223 or buckleylil-
lian1@gmail.com.  

3CS REUNION
Tickets are on sale for the 3Cs Re- 
union, gathering people who work- 
ed at Columbus, Cuneo, and Cab- 
rini hospitals as well as at St. 
Anthony’s, St. Mary’s, St. Joseph’s 
and St. Elizabeth’s; it will be held 
at the Best Western Hotel, 4400 
Frontage Rd., Hillside, IL, Satur-
day, Oct. 13. Events begin with an 
open beer and wine bar at 6:30 
p.m. and dinner, DJ, and enter-
tainment at 8 p.m. Tickets are $75. 
Contact Shirley Reed at (773) 484-
7595 or Screed16459@aol.com; 
Maxim Canino at (708) 642-4082 
or 7358@hotmail.com; or Barbara 
Billops at (773) 941-3294 or Bil-
lops2014@gmail.com. 

RINALDI HONORED
Chiarugi Hardware owner Paul 
Rinaldi was named the first-ever 
recipient of the Neighborhood Hero 
Award, co-sponsored by the Little 
Italy Chicago Neighborhood Asso-
ciation (LICNA) and Onesti Entern-
tainment. Joseph Esposito, presi-
dent of LICNA, presented Rinaldi 
with the award. Esposito’s father, 
Joseph Esposito Sr., served in Viet-
nam with Rinaldi. Chiarugi Hard-
ware is located at 1412 W. Taylor St.

NURSE CONSORTIUM NEWS
The Chicago Bilingual Nurse Con- 
sortium helps foreign-educated 
nurses attain licensure in Illinois. 

National Council Licensure 
Examination predictor tests are 
available to demonstrate proba-
bility of passing the nursing exam.

Also, the organization’s website 
at www.chicagobilingualnurse.org 
lists jobs available for nurses. 
For more information, call (312) 
567-2065.

TRAFFIC SIGNALS ON LAKE
The Chicago Department of Trans- 
portation is installing new traffic 
signals and replacing pavement, 

signage, and street lighting at Aber-
deen and Lake Streets in a project 
that will last until November.

HR MASTERMIND
The Chicago HR Mastermind is 
a free monthly meetup of more 
than 1,100 human resources prac-
titioners, service providers, stu-
dents, and Chicago area profes-
sionals in job transition who come 
together to expand networks and 
solve problems. Arrive eager to be 
of service and leave ready to make 
an impact. Visit www.HRHotSeat.
com for a calendar of upcoming 
events.

HOST A BOOK MEETING
Editor Tom Tresser, who published 
the book Chicago Is Not Broke, 
is asking people to host a “book 
meeting in a box” at their homes. 
He will send ten books to you plus 
a discussion guide. You invite peo-
ple to your home and either give 
or sell them the book. He supplies 
a link to a pre-recorded personal-
ized video introduction that you 
play for the attendees. If you bring 
those folks back together after 
they read the book, Tresser will 

join that gathering via a live video 
chat. Contact Tresser at (312) 804-
3230 or tom@civiclab.us.

CJO 40TH
The Chicago Jazz Orchestra (CJO) 
is offering a 40th anniversary, 
three-concert subscription series 
starting with a night celebrating 
jazz diva Nancy Wilson on Satur-
day, Oct. 13, followed by the Fri-
day, Dec. 21, debut of ELLAbration 
pairing Ella Fitzgerald’s signature 
holiday songs with Duke Elling-
ton’s Nutcracker Suite. The series 
culminates on Saturday, May 18, 
with a concert celebrating the 
Chicago Jazz Orchestra’s 40 years 
of music. The shows will be pre-
sented at the Studebaker Theater, 
410 S. Michigan Ave. Single tickets 
to each concert are $35 (balcony) 
and $45 (floor). Log on to chicago-
jazzorchestra.org.

WOMEN’S PARK NEWS
Chicago Women’s Park and Gar-
dens hosts adult fitness, early 
childhood, and youth programs. 
Log on to http://www.chicago-
parkdistrict.com/parks/Chica-
go-Womens-Park-and-Gardens.   

Around the Neighborhood
  

Photo by Christopher Valentino

Joseph Esposito (left), president of LICNA, presented the inaugural Neighbor-
hood Hero Award to Paul Rinaldi, owner of Chiarugi Hardware on Taylor St. 
Onesti Entertainment is a co-sponsor of the award.
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Fit4Mom Stroller Strides offer 
a workout moms can do with their 
babies at the park Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 11 a.m. and Saturdays 
at 9 a.m. Log on to chicagoloop.fit-
4mom.com.

Each Friday from 1 to 3 p.m. 
through Dec. 14, the park will host 
bridge games.

 The Park Advisory Council will 
meet at 6:45 p.m. on the Tuesdays 
of Oct. 9 and Dec. 4.

The park is at 1801 S. Indiana 
Ave. Call (312) 742-PLAY.

FREDERICK THE MOUSE
Chicago Children’s Theatre will 
host the play Frederick from Tues-
day, Oct. 9, to Sunday, Nov. 11. 
The play follows the adventures of 
Frederick the Mouse. The theatre 
is at 100 S. Racine Ave. Call (312) 
374-8835 or log on to chicagochil-
drenstheatre.org.

DEPAUL NEWS
DePaul University will host its 
alumni weekend Friday through 
Sunday, Oct. 12 through 14, and 
seeks volunteers and attendees. 
Call (800) 437-1898 or email alum-
niweekend@depaul.edu.

The DePaul School of Music 
plans some 40 events over 11 days 
to celebrate the new Holtschneider 
Performance Center on the Lin-
coln Park Campus. Hear soprano 
Ana Maria Martinez on Sunday, 
Nov. 4; the Orpheus Chamber 

Orchestra on Tuesday, Nov. 6; jazz 
artist Nicholas Payton on Friday, 
Nov. 9; percussionist Evelyn Glen-
nie on Saturday, Nov. 10; and vio-
linist Itzhak Perlman on Sunday, 
Nov. 11. The celebration also in-
cludes a public conversation se-
ries featuring music industry 
CEOs and artists. Tickets are on 
sale, and prices range from free 
to $45, with a limited number of 
premium seats. Organizers will 
add more events; see the current 
schedule online at http://bit.ly/
SOMcelebration.

DE LA SALLE NEWS
De La Salle Institute announced 
that six recent graduates and one 
current senior won recognition for 

their achievements on the Ad- 
vanced Placement Calculus exam 
earlier this year. Recent graduates 
Tiffiny Haepp, Yan Sun, YuMeng 
Xie, Hankai Xing, Yunying Zhang, 
and Yuying Zhao and senior Ruox-
uan (Tiffany) Pang scored high on 
the test.

Pastor Jonathan Banks of the 
Apostolic Faith Church of Chicago, 
located three blocks south of De La 
Salle, gave the keynote address at 
De La Salle’s 2018 freshman retreat.

De La Salle will host Coffee with 
an Administrator on the Wednes-
days of Oct. 17 and 24 and Nov. 14 
and 28, beginning each day at 8:30 
a.m. at its campus at 3434 S. Mich-
igan Ave. The coffees will give pro-
spective parents a look at De La 
Salle. For more information or to 

reserve a spot, contact John Bro-
gan at (312) 842-7355, ext. 147, or 
broganj@dls.org.

The school welcomed Bishop 
Alberto Rojas, who celebrated the 
Mass of the Holy Spirit on Sept. 
7 in the Parmer Activity Center. 
He also presided over the blessing 
and rededication of the Parmer 
Activity Center, Harrison Hall, the 
Meteor Athletic Complex.

De La Salle welcomed Alderman 
Edward M. Burke (14th Ward) on 
Sept. 10, who spoke about presiden- 
tial conventions held in Chicago.

The annual alumni banquet 
will be held Saturday, Oct. 6, at 
the Beverly Country Club, 8700 S. 
Western Ave. For information, call 
(312) 842-7355, ext. 146, or email 
willinghamc@dls.org.

The Bernard Heerey Family 
Foun-dation recently renewed its 
grant to De La Salle to provide 
scholarships for the 2018-2019 ac-
ademic year.

Open houses are scheduled for 
Monday, Oct. 22, at 6 p.m., and 
Saturday, Nov. 17, at 9 a.m. An en-
trance exam is Saturday, Dec. 1, at 
8 a.m. Call (312) 842-7355.

De La Salle is at 3434 S. Michi-
gan Ave. Call (312) 842-7355 or log 
on to www.dls.org.

FARMERS MARKETS
City Market at Daley Plaza, 50 W. 
Washington St., is open Thursdays 
through Oct. 25, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Continued on page 20

  

Chicago Children’s Theatre will host the play Frederick, which follows the ad-
ventures of Frederick the Mouse.
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City Market at Federal Plaza, 
Adams Street and Dearborn Park-
way, is open Tuesdays through 
Oct. 30, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Fulton Market Expo, 800 W. 
Fulton Market, is open Saturdays 
through Oct. 27, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Green City Market, 115 S. 
Sangamon St., is open Saturdays 
through Oct. 27, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Hyde Park Farmers Market, 
5300 S. Harper Ct., is open Thurs-
days through Oct. 25, 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.

McKinley Park Farmers Mar-
ket, 3700 S. Archer Ave., is open 
Saturdays through Oct. 27, 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

Plant Chicago Farmers Mar-
ket, 1400 W. 46th St., is open Satur-
day, Oct. 6, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Printers Row City Market, 700 
S. Dearborn St., is open Saturdays 
through Oct. 27, 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.

LEGAL DEFENSE
First Defense Legal Aid, 5100 W. 
Harrison St., provides representa- 
tion to people in custody, informs 
people of their rights, and orga-
nizes volunteers to help.

For more information, call 
(773) 434-4162. 

GLESSNER HOUSE
Glessner House, 1800 S. Prairie Ave.,  
will host Shadows on the Street, 
haunted tours of historic Prairie 
Avenue, on Friday and Saturday, 

Oct. 26 and 27, at 7 and 8:15 p.m. 
Cost is $15 per person. The 32nd 
annual Edgar Allan Poe readings 
will take place on Saturday, Oct. 27, 
with readings at 5 and 8 p.m. Cost 
is $25 per person. A musical per-
formance, the World’s Columbian 
Exposition in Music and Story, will 
take place on Sunday, Oct. 28, at 
Second Presbyterian Church, 1936 
S. Michigan Ave. Enjoy a reception 
and tours at 2 p.m., with the per-
formance at 3 p.m. Cost is $25 per 
person. Reservations for all events 
may be made online at www.gless-
nerhouse.org.  

GALA DINNER
The Italian American Chamber 
of Commerce Midwest will hold 
its gala and awards dinner Friday, 
Nov. 2, at 6 p.m. at the Bridgeport 
Art Center, 1200 W. 35th St. Call 
(312) 553-9137, ext. 105, or email 
gala@iacc.chicago.com.

JOFFREY BALLET
Joffrey Ballet Chicago will pres-
ent Swan Lake from Wednes-
day through Sunday from Oct. 17 
through 28 at 10 E. Randolph St. 
Call (312) 386-8905.

HALL OF FAMER
Dearborn Park resident Wai Yu 
Kuan has been inducted into the 
Illinois Department on Aging’s 
Senior Illinoisans Hall of Fame 
for her dedication to physical fit-
ness by teaching Tai Chi for 37 

years. She conducts classes at the 
Chinese American Service League 
and Chicago Park District.

MADISON ROW
Madison Row merchants and the 
West Central Association Cham-
ber of Commerce will present a 
Second Saturday event on Oct. 
13 entitled Uncorked on Madrow, 
featuring selected wines at West 
Loop spots. 

Come to the Halloween Trick 
or Treat parade on Madison Row 
the evening of Saturday, Oct. 27.

Contact Rod Burch at rod@
wcachicago.org or (312) 504-1884.

MCKINLEY PARK NEWS
The McKinley Park Dog Park 
Committee meets the first Mon-
day of every month at 7 p.m. in the 
McKinley Park Fieldhouse. Email 
mckinleydogpark@gmail.com.

The park is at 37th Street and 
Archer Avenue.

THE PEOPLE’S SAINT
The National Shrine of Saint 
Frances Xavier Cabrini will host a 
screening of Frances Xavier Cabrini: 
The People’s Saint on Thursday, 
Oct. 18, at 2520 N. Lakeview Ave. 
Admission is free. The event begins 
at 6 p.m. with light refreshments, 
followed by the movie at 7 p.m., 
and ending with a question and 
answer session. Call (773) 360-5746 
or log on to www.cabrinination-
alshrine.org.

OPEN HOUSES
Mount Carmel High School will 
host open houses on the Sundays 
of Oct. 28 and Nov. 18 from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., and shadow days on 
Friday, Oct. 5, and Monday, Oct. 
8, from 8 a.m. to 2:40 p.m. Call 
(773) 324-1020, ext. 290, or log on 
to www.mchs.org/admissions. The 
school is at 6410 S. Dante Ave.

OKTOBERFEST AT NEWMAN
UIC’s St. John Paul II Newman 
Center’s Oktoberfest will be held 
Saturday, Oct. 27, from 5 p.m. to 
midnight at 700 S. Morgan St., fea-
turing endless plates and bottom-
less steins. Log on to JP2Newman.
org/Oktoberfest.

FAMILY FISHING
Enjoy family fishing at Northerly 
Island, 1521 S. Linn White Dr., 
every Saturday in October from 8 
to 11 a.m. Call (312) 745-2910 for 
information.

OPEN HOUSES
Francis W. Parker School, 330 
W. Webster Ave., will hold open 
houses on the Saturdays of Oct. 
13 and 20 and Nov. 17. Call (773) 
797-5107.

MARKET AND TOURS
The Plant, a facility home to farm 
and food-producing businesses, 
hosts an indoor farmers market at 
1400 W. 46th St. the first Saturday of 

  

FARMERS MARKETS 
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Glessner House will remember the World’s Columbian Exposition in Music 
and Story on Sunday, Oct. 28, at Second Presbyterian Church.

A fresco of Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini at the shrine named for her. See a 
movie about her life on Oct. 18.
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every month from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Go on tours of the Plant at 11:30 
a.m. and 2 p.m. For information, 
log on to PlantChicago.org/market.

INTERNET COURSES
Public Narrative, 600 S. Michigan 
Ave., offers courses in various loca-
tions on topics including social 
media, communication plans, 
podcasting, search engine opti-
mization, and analytics. Call (312) 
369-6400.

MARKET FESTIVAL
The Randolph Street Market Festi-
val at 1341 W. Randolph St. is home 
to the Chicago Antique Market, 
Indie Designer Market, Modern 
Vintage Chicago, and the Holiday 
Market. Browse plentiful vintage 

items, with more than 150 vendors 
selling their favorite collectibles, 
and enjoy food and live music. 
Dates are the Saturdays and Sun-
days of, Oct. 27-28 and Nov. 17-18. 
Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free 
parking available. Call (312) 666-
1200 or toll free at (877) 319-2643. 
Go to www.randolphstreetmar-
ket.com for admission prices and 
more information.

RUSH GENERATIONS
Rush Generations, will host a 
Bone Health program Wednesday, 
Oct. 17, at 1 p.m., and Precision 
Medicine and the All of Us Study 
program Wednesday, Oct. 31, at 11 
a.m. Call (888) 352-RUSH.

SAINT IGNATIUS NEWS
For online tours of Saint Ignatius 
College Prep, log on to https://tour. 
lcp360.com/nocache/stignatius/
tour/. 

Saint Ignatius is located at 1076 
W. Roosevelt Rd. Call (312) 421-5900 
or log on to www.ignatius.org.

SHRINE NEWS
The Shrine of Our Lady of Pom-
peii will host its 18th annual Lost 
Child Pilgrimage on Saturday, Oct. 
13, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The event 
includes lunch and a presentation 
by Julie Raino, director of Merid-
ian Counseling for Grief and Loss 
and bereavement coordinator for 
Heartland Hospice. Cost is $25. 
Call (312) 421-3757 or log on to 
ourladyofpompeii.org. 

The shrine is at 1224 W. Lex-
ington St.

Continued on page 22

Do you sometimes have a difficult time 
finding a copy of the newspaper? 
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page,” and happy reading! You can even access our 
Archives for past issues. 
Now, in its 36th year, Gazette Chicago is your independent, 
award-winning community newspaper. 
So, don’t delay! And spread the word to family and friends. 
Sincerely,
Mark J. Valentino 
Editor and Publisher and  
 the Gazette Chicago team 

Go to our website:
eedition.gazettechicago.com
– Click the “info” icon
– Click “Email Notification”
 and enjoy reading each  
 edition at your leisure.

  

Photos by Mark Valentino

(Top photo) Jeorge Holmes and Diva Montel perform at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Pompeii’s Festa di Tutti I Santi. (Bottom photo) Taylor Street friends 
reuniting at the Festa.

SEND INFO FOR ATN
Local schools, churches, and 
institutions are welcome and 
encouraged to send information 
to Gazette Chicago for inclu-
sion in the Around the Neigh-
borhood section free of charge. 
News of upcoming events; stu-
dent, faculty, staff, and parishio-
ner accomplishments; and pho-
tos of events that have occurred 
are welcome. Please send infor-
mation to info@gazettechicago.
com in the month preceding 
the event—for example, news 
promoting November events 
should be sent to Gazette Chi-
cago in October. The next dead-
line is Wednesday, Oct. 17, for 
the Nov. 2 issue.
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OKTOBERFEST
Saint Jerome School, 2801 S. 
Princeton Ave., will hold an Okto-
berfest on Saturday, Oct. 20, from 
6:30 to 11 p.m. Tickets are $20 per 
person, which includes food and 
entertainment by a live German 
band. A cash bar with beer and 
wine will be available. Weather 
permitting, it will be held in the 
school parking lot.

SIXTH GRACE NEWS
Sixth Grace Presbyterian Church, 
600 E. 35th St., holds Overeaters 
Anonymous meetings from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. every Wednesday, co-fa-
cilitated by Pastor David B. Thorn-
ton. Call (312) 225-5300.

SOUTH LOOP ENTREPRENEURS
South Loop Entrepreneurs meets 
the second Tuesday of each month. 
Enjoy a presentation by a South 
Loop entrepreneur followed by 
breakouts to consider questions in 
smaller groups and collective wis-
dom from the whole group as indi-
viduals share something they have 
learned. For more information, fol-
low South Loop Entrepreneurs on 
Facebook.

SLN EVENTS
South Loop Neighbors will hold a 
pub crawl on Saturday, Oct. 20, from 
2 to 6 p.m. and a loft walk on Satur- 
day, Dec. 15. Email president@
SouthLoopNeighbors.org.

TRAUMA HELPLINE
The toll-free TURN Trauma Coun-
seling Helpline, (833) TURN123, 
operates from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 
TURN stands for The Urban Resil-
ience Network. The organization 
also provides trained ambassadors 
to visit community events and 
schools to educate about trauma.

DISCOUNT TICKETS
The Spirit of Harmony Founda-
tion, led by rock star Todd Rund-
gren and dedicated to encouraging 
youngsters to play music, offers 
discount tickets to see Blue Man 
Group, with some of the proceeds 
going to the foundation. Call (773) 
348-4000 and mention code SOHF.

PINOCHLE CLUB AT TAYLOR-
LAURIDSEN
Taylor-Lauridsen Park, 704 W. 42nd 
St., seeks new members to join the 
pinochle club, which meets Thurs-
days at 10 a.m. New or experienced 
players welcome. For more informa-
tion, call the park at (312) 747-6729. 

FUNDRAISER
The Ukrainian Institute of Mo- 
dern Art will hold its Lifetime of 
Achievement fundraising gala on 
Saturday, Oct. 6, at 6 p.m. The 
institute is at 2320 W. Chicago Ave. 
Call (773) 227-5522 or log on to 
www.uima-chicago.org.

UIC INFORMATION
University of Illinois at Chicago 
College of Dentistry students Maria 
Molnar and Ottica Cotofrea pro- 

vided oral health information for 
youngsters at Alderman Walter 
Burnett’s Stay in School Parade 
and Picnic on Saturday, Aug. 25, in 
Union Park.

The College of Dentistry earned 
a Center of Excellence Award from 
LIBERTY Dental Plan and Illinois 
State Senator Patricia Van Pelt 
(D-5th). Representatives of LIB-
ERTY, which administers den-
tal benefits on behalf of its medi-
cal plan partners NextLevel Health 
and Harmony Health Plan, UIC, 
and the College of Dentistry, at-
tended the presentation. LIB-
ERTY selects centers of excellence 
through a rigorous evaluation of 
safety, compliance, dental ser-
vices, and patient satisfaction. 

If you have not registered to vote 
in the Tuesday, Nov. 6, election, 
sign up for TurboVote through UIC 
at vote.uic.edu and you will receive 
a completed registration form with 
a pre-addressed stamped envelope. 

CHECKHOV PLAY 
The UIC School of Theatre & 
Music will present Three Sisters 
by Anton Chekhov from Friday, 
Nov. 9, through Saturday, Nov. 17. 
There will be a post-show discus-
sion on Sunday, Nov. 11, after the 

2 p.m. show. The theatre is at 10-44 
W. Harrison St. For tickets, call 
(312) 996-2939 or email theatre@
uic.edu. Log on to theatreandmu-
sic.uic.edu for information.

EXPANDING NARRATIVES
Expanding Narratives, an exhibi-
tion of work by more than 20 art-
ists, is on display from now through 
Sunday, Dec. 30, at the University 
of Chicago Smart Museum of Art, 
5500 S. Greenwood Ave. 

Call (773) 702-0200.

SAFE ZONE
Meeting online buyers or sellers 
in person is safer for both UIC 
personnel and the general public, 
thanks to the University of Illinois 
at Chicago Police, which opened 
its district station front lobby to 
the public as a Safe Exchange 
Zone. There, people can carry out 
legal swaps, sales, or purchases on 
campus as well as make child cus-
tody exchanges. Open 24 hours, 
the area has video surveillance 
and a seating area. The station is 
located at 943 W. Maxwell St., and 
parking is available.

100TH ANNIVERSARY
The West Central Association will 
celebrate its 100th anniversary the 
evening of Wednesday, Oct. 17, 
at Revel Fulton Market, 1215 W. 
Fulton Market. Log on to www.
wcachicago.org.

WEST LOOP SOCCER
West Loop Soccer Club has started 
a travel, competitive soccer pro-
gram, in which four of its teams 
(ages U7-U12) compete in a 
league against academies from 
around the city. The program’s 
home field is Skinner Park at 1331 
W. Adams St., and local residents 
are invited to come cheer on the 
team. To learn more, email info@
westloopsoccerclub. com or visit 
www.westloopsoccerclub.com/. 

Continued from page 21
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Robert Barish, UIC vice chancellor for health affairs; Clark Stanford, DDS, dean, 
UIC College of Dentistry; Kelly Pulliam of LIBERTY; Senator Patricia Van Pelt 
(D-5th); Terence Wright of WellCare; Jessica Pickens of NextLevel Health; and 
Judy Bowlby of LIBERTY at the Center of Excellence Award presentation.
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Editor’s Note: The “Update” section 
provides the latest information on 
news items that Gazette Chicago 
has covered in previous editions. 

Condos will soon 
become rental units 
at River City

After a three-year condominium 
deconversion negotiation at River 
City, owners finally agreed to a 
$90.5 million offer by Marc Realty 
and partner Wolcott Group.

The buyers will sweeten the 
offer for the 448-unit residential 
portion of the mixed-use build-
ing at 800 S. Wells St. by $1 million 
if all owners produce their units’ 
closing documents before the 
building closing, expected to oc-
cur within 90 days of the Aug. 28 
sale ratification.

On Aug. 28, 77.9% of owners 
agreed to the sale. Under Illinois 
law, at least 75% of owners must 
ratify a deconversion deal. 

Kelly Elmore, attorney at KSN, 
a Chicago-based condo specialty 
law firm, said the River City de-
conversion ranks as one of the 
more challenging deconversions 
she has seen. A typical deconver-
sion concludes within about a 
year, she said.

Negotiations began in 2015 with 
offers of $81.47 million and $92.2 
million, neither of which gained 
the required 75% owner approval. 
Owners did accept a $100 million 
offer, but the buyers terminated it 
in May because of the building’s 
condition. Marc Realty and Wol-
cott Group then countered with a 
$90.5 million offer.

“It’s not unusual to have the 
buyer do this after doing their due 
diligence in inspecting the prop-
erty,” Elmore said. She compared 
the process to home buying nego-
tiations predicated on discoveries 
made during in an inspection.

At the time of the offer with-
drawal, Michael Wax, owner of 
one of the River City units, said 
deferred maintenance had af-
fected the roof’s and mechanical 
systems’ conditions. He charac-
terized the three-year process as 
“frustrating” and feared the buyer 
had moved on to other properties. 

Representatives of Marc Realty 
and Wolcott Group declined to 
comment on the ratification.

Deconversions offer an attrac-
tive investment, said Doug Im-
ber of Essex Realty. He noted the 
high demand for housing without 
a long-term commitment, espe-
cially in an area near downtown. 
He also noted a continued slow 
condo market.

“A lot of people are attracted to 
downtown, including young pro-
fessionals just starting out and 
those who are older who don’t 
want the same level of responsi-
bility they had in their homes,” 
Imber said.

That same attraction to rental 
units, Elmore said, may be why 
some absentee unit owners resist 
deconversion. They may prefer 
renting their condos themselves.

These experts also acknowl-
edge that rental unit values are in-
creasing in the South Loop, where 
a river walk is emerging. The City 
broke ground in 2016 for the Riv-
erline project with development 
partners CMK and Lendlease. 

Updates

Some of the artifacts found in public housing will become part of exhibits when 
the National Public Housing Museum opens.

Photo courtesy HaSt

River City condominiums will become 
rental units, after nearly 80% of own-
ers agreed to accept a buyout offer.

Josh Ellis, a board member of 
the Greater South Loop Assn., said, 
“River City is an iconic building, 
and its transition is natural in the 
grand scheme of things. The Riv-
erline will involve the construc-
tion of multiple buildings, and it 
will be a mix of condos, apart-
ments, and townhomes. I gener-
ally feel it is good for the neigh-
borhood to have a diverse range of 
residential units that attract those 
who are single, couples, and fami-
lies. There are a lot of options.”

—Rick Romano

Public housing  
museum moves 
forward, despite
appearances

Even though the former Jane Add-
ams Homes public housing build-
ing at 1322 W. Taylor St. remains 
boarded up, those working on the 
project have taken steps inside 
the structure toward making it 
a museum, explained Lisa Lee, 
executive director of the National 
Public Housing Museum.

Workers put up orange ply-
wood in place of the building’s 
windows, which “protects it from 
the elements,” Lee said. They also 
are preserving “some beautiful 
wallpaper” and other relics of life 
in the apartments and removed 

“a lot of lead and asbestos. We fin-
ished it, and it is a perfectly clean 
building now.”

“We did not have ownership of 
the building until spring, so could 
not do anything” before then, Lee 
continued. Then the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment deeded the building 
to the museum, and the Chicago 
Housing Authority awarded it a 
99-year lease for $1.

Workers also removed a mu-
seum sign painted on the exte-
rior bricks, which they will replace 
with a “coming soon” sign, Lee 
said. She hopes the museum will 
open by the end of 2019.

Fundraising, begun eight years 
ago, continues. “We have $4.5 mil-
lion now,” Lee said. “We have to 
raise a total of $14 million.” Sum-
mer benefits to raise money for 
the museum featured Mary J. Blige 
and Earth, Wind, and Fire, and the 
organization has received several 
grants.

Those wanting a preview of the 
interior can visit an exhibit at the 
museum’s temporary quarters at 
625 N. Kingsbury St. “They can see 
some salvaged artifacts and also 
get a sense of our future exhibition 
strategies,” Lee said. The exhibit is 
open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday.

For more information, see 
www.nphm.org.

—Susan S. Stevens
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look no further than the Tri-Taylor area, where citizens formed the new 
Tri-Taylor Neighborhood Watch Group, and used social media to help ap-
prehend an alleged burglar. 

That’s the type of citizen action and use of modern technology we 
need not only to fight crime, but to fight politicians gaming the system 
at the City, State, and Federal levels. Demanding more transparency and 
better use of TIF funds in Chicago would be an excellent start.
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TIF madness results as politicians game the system while public goes about its business
Editorial

It’s a very different political world out there these days, to say the least.
While there was always some corruption and government malfea-

sance, for much of American history, you voted for whom you thought 
were the best candidates, and whether your choices won or not, you 
could be reasonably certain that the Federal, State, or City government 
would operate well enough that you didn’t have to pay a lot of attention 
until the next election. If you thought things were running well enough 
you voted for the incumbent or his or her party, and if not you voted for 
change. Most of the rest of the time, we could focus on our own lives and 
let our elected officials, people we hired to do a job, do that job.

It is clear that is not the case anymore. Nationally, the unprecedented 
corruption, farce, and outright meanness in Washington has created a na-
tional mood of despair and fear and turned everyone into news addicts. 
We spend a lot more time worrying about what is happening on Twitter 
and Facebook and if the world will survive another day. During the last 
few years in Springfield the situation has been no better, as Illinois went 
without a budget for two years, and finally got one when enough citizens 
and activist groups put the pressure on so that politicians became ner-
vous about losing their seats.

Here in the City of Chicago, while we’ve been going about our daily 
lives, the politicians, particularly our mayors but also our aldermen, too, 
have allowed tax increment financing (TIFs) to spin out of control.

As our page one lead article details, Tom Tresser of CivicLab and the 
TIF Illumination Project has found that more than $1.4 billion is sitting 
in the City’s TIF accounts, taking away much-needed tax dollars from 
schools, libraries, and infrastructure and giving Chicago’s mayors a slush 
fund to dole out to favored developers. TIFs were supposed to spur devel-
opment and construction in blighted areas; instead, the funds often are 
diverted to affluent areas, resulting in what Nathan Ryan of Grassroots 
Collaborative calls “a tale of two cities,” with TIFs “taking resources away 
from neighborhoods, especially black and brown communities, and mov-
ing that to developers for things like luxury condos and stadiums.”

When Tresser asked the City where the $1.4 billion is going, he was told 
the funds are “committed” and therefore “confidential.” So the City has 
decided we can’t be told where our billions of dollars are going because 
they are “committed” to something? That’s the opposite of TIF transpar-
ency; that’s TIF madness and malfeasance.

David Merriman of the University of Illinois at Chicago’s College of 
Urban Planning and Public Affairs has done a study of TIFs around the 
country, finding that, “in most cases, TIF has not accomplished the goal 
of promoting economic development.” 

TIFs in Chicago collect almost $500 million a year. If the money went 
to where it was originally designated instead of to TIFs, with the total bud-
get for Chicago Public Schools for the 2018-19 year at $3.1 billion, that 
$500 million could easily make up the $300 million more the schools need 
and that the CPS asked the State government for in July. The total annual 
budget for the Chicago Public Library system is $75 million. Imagine what 
even a part of that $500 million could do to upgrade CPL structures and 
computers, to buy new books, to expand hours, and to restore years of 
personnel cuts. And wouldn’t we all like to see the City reopen some of its 
shuttered mental health clinics, to get the mentally ill off of intersections 
and out from doorways and under viaducts and into treatment?

Yet here in Chicago, politicians merrily continue down the TIF trail. So 
it’s up to us as citizens to stop them.

Don’t lose sight of the importance of the Nov. 6 gubernatorial and state 
legislative races, and vote for the candidates whom you believe can clean 
up the mess in Springfield. But after that, when you turn your attention 
to the mayoral and aldermanic races coming up in Chicago in February, 
make sure TIFs are an issue on which you will base your vote.

Merriman offers suggestions on how to clean up TIFs, including al-
lowing governments to opt out of TIFs, therefore retaining funding that 
should have gone to schools, libraries, and infrastructure in the first place; 
governmental reviews of TIFs to see if they are actually effective (not hap-
pening in Chicago now); and government providing “extensive, easily ac-
cessible information about TIF use, revenues, and expenditures” (defi-
nitely not happening in Chicago now).

We all need to put pressure on our current elected officials, and on 
candidates, to follow suggestion’s like Merriman’s to clean up TIFs. Call 
them and write to them. Protest. Use social media as a force for public 
good, and not as a place to have arguments with people you don’t agree 
with. The next mayor needs to be more responsible about collecting and 
dispensing TIF money, and the aldermen need to oversee and regulate the 
mayor when he or she does so.

If you think that citizens attempting to have more of an effect is futile, 

The chart above, provided by CivicLab and the TIF Illumination Project, shows 
that over the typical 23-year life of a TIF, the amount going to public uses re-
mains stagnant (in the purple box), while an ever-increasing amount (in the left 
yellow triangle) is off the books with no transparency and goes to the mayor for 
pet projects.
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work,” Gutierrez continued. “You 
don’t need a lawyer in the 4th Con-
gressional District if you want to 
be reunited with a family mem-
ber. You want your brother or your 
mom reunited with you in Amer-
ica, we will take care of it for you. 
You want to apply for DACA, we 
have the expertise to get that done. 

“But just so you know, 50,000 
people have become citizens of the 
United States through our Con-
gressional office over the past 26 
years,” Gutierrez explained. “That 
means that as I leave, 50,000 are 
mostly registered to vote and par-
ticipate in our electoral process, 
and I am proud of that legacy. The 
more people that vote, the stron-
ger the democracy.”

Beyond immigration, what else 
are you proud of accomplishing?

“Am I proud that now you can 
go from downtown to Pilsen to 
the West Side to Cicero on public 
transit? Sure I am proud of that,” 
he said. “Am I proud that thou-
sands of units of affordable hous-
ing have been built? Sure, I am 
proud of that. 

“But let me put it to you this 
way: as a congressman, you’re a 
doctor,” he said. “In Congress, 
we’re all MDs. In this place, if you 
want to make a mark, you’ve got to 
specialize in something. What part 
are you going to work on? For me, 
it’s the immigration part. There 
was nobody specializing in immi-
gration, and now there are many. 
I’m proud of that.”

What do you wish you had 
more time to do?

“More time to organize,” he 
said. “I wish I had more time to talk 
to people. But I knew it was time. I 
knew after 26 years it was time for 
somebody else to do the job.”

If Garcia succeeds you, what 
would be his major challenge?

“I don’t look at what his chal-
lenge is going to be relative to 
me,” Gutierrez said. “I think about 

all the wonderful things he would 
do. He will bring his own creativ-
ity, his own priorities. We were in 
the council together, he’s been a 
state senator, he’s a county com-
missioner, and he ran for mayor. 
He may be a freshman congress-
man, but he has profound knowl-
edge of public policy and how you 
get things done.”

Did you support Garcia for 
mayor when he ran against Rahm 
Emanuel?

“I did not endorse him about 
running for mayor,” Garcia claim- 
ed. “When he decided to run for 
mayor, I was already committed 
to Rahm Emanuel. Too late; he en-
tered the mayoral race late. There 
was a small hiccup. I’m excited 
that we are working together once 
again and campaigning together.” 

What are your thoughts about 
your daughter, Jessica, running for 
30th Ward Alderman?

“It really brings a great sense 
of joy that your daughter wants 
to follow you in public service,” 
he said. “It means she sees value 
and where she wants to commit 
her life. She is a change agent, a 
young aggressive change agent. 
I tell everyone my age not to be 
afraid of the millennials. We raised 
them. They have values and ide-
als. They are going to make this a 
better place for us. She is indepen-
dent. She won’t be running on any 
mayoral ticket. She is running on 
her own.” 

For more on Gutierrez, log on 
to https://gutierrez.house.gov. 

Editor’s note: Rep. Luis Gutier-
rez in September had urged Jesus 
“Chuy” Garcia to run for mayor in 
2019, but Garcia had not made a 
decision at press time. Multiple in-
quiries to the congressman’s local 
office to confirm and explain Guti-
errez’s request to Garcia to run for 
mayor were not answered. Gutier-
rez’s national spokesperson said 
the  congressional endorsement 
for Garcia still stands.

Courtesy Office of Rep. Luis Gutierrez

Rep. Gutierrez at a rally in Washington in support of the DREAM Act, Oct. 5, 2017.

Continued from page 14

Gutierrez looks at congressional 
career, local political landscape
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Oi named new principal 
at St. Therese School
A local elementary school with a 
long record of academic successes 
has turned to in-school talent for 
future direction. Lisa Deborah Oi, 
a veteran teacher and administra-
tor in the Roman Catholic Archdi-
ocese of Chicago school system, 
has been named principal of St. 
Therese’s Chinese Catholic School 
at 247 W. 23rd St.

A search committee, chaired by 
the Rev. Francis Li, St. Therese’s 
pastor, chose Oi, who most recently 
served as interim principal. She 
replaces Phyllis Cavallone-Jurek, 
who joined the Archdiocese of Chi-
cago’s Catholic School system as an 
administrator.

The 2018-19 school year open- 
ed at St. Therese with an enroll-
ment of about 300 pre K through 
eighth grade students.

In many ways, Oi said, her be-
coming principal was just the next 
step in parish involvement that 
began many years ago.

“I always knew that this was my 
calling,” she said. Even as a teen-
ager, Oi felt she had found a se-
cure place and sense of direction 
at St. Therese’s. Then and now, the 
school embraced students’ history 
and cultures, offering “a way for 
them to be very proud,” she said. 
That philosophy helped her then, 
and she hopes to build on it in her 
new job.

Oi and her father arrived in 
Chicago when she was a teen, and 
she enrolled in the parish school. 
From the start, Oi felt comfortable 
with the parish and its school’s ac-
ademics and respect for cultural 
traditions. That feeling that did 
not diminish as she moved from 
the grammar school on to high 
school and eventually college.  

From the beginning, Oi shared 
hopes with her father that one 
day she would win a spot on St. 
Therese’s faculty, and he encour-
aged her ambition. By the time she 
earned her Bachelor of Science 
degree in Elementary Education 
from Indiana University, her ca-
reer path was clear, and she joined 
St. Therese’s faculty after gradu-
ation. Oi taught for several years 

before being becoming assistant 
principal six years ago.   

Those experiences have been 
invaluable in her career, she said. 
Whether meeting with a parent 
anxious about a child’s progress 
or dealing with a child seeking 
help and direction while navigat-
ing a complicated new experience, 
Oi said she feels a kinship be-
cause she has gone through many 
of those difficult passages her-
self. “I’ve always used my personal 
journey” to help bond with indi-
vidual students and their families, 
especially if they are facing diffi-
cult challenges, she added.

St. Therese’s development di-
rector, Elizabeth Fieweger, de-
scribed the school as surprising 
to many, particularly in its diver-
sity—an attribute Oi points to with 
pride. About 70% of St. Therese’s 
students identify as Asian; the re-
maining 30% are Pacific Island, 
Hispanic, bi-racial, or Caucasian 
heritage.  

Fieweger mentioned the school’s 
strong academics and said some 
of its students have performed in 
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra’s 
Youth Symphony and other presti-
gious programs. 

Chicago Public School selec-
tive enrollment high schools such 
as Walter Payton College Prep and 
Whitney Young High School and 
selective parochial high schools 
such as Saint Ignatius College Prep 
count St. Therese’s alums among 
their student populations, Oi said.

Oi agreed with Fieweger about 
St. Therese’s focus on academics. 

The school adheres to Common 
Core curriculum standards, and 
in the future administrators hope 
to expand its language programs.

St. Therese does not have a 
special education focus, although 
it serves special needs students 
needing accommodation, Fiewe-
ger said.

Oi said the school has a waiting 
list of prospective students, and 
Fieweger said the area around the 
school is growing.

For more information, log on 
to www.sttheresechicago.org.

— Sheila Elliott

UIC moves up in  
national rankings
The University of Illinois at Chi-
cago (UIC) moved up in the 
annual Best Colleges rankings 
published in September by U.S. 
News & World Report, climbing to 
number 61 from 73rd among top 
public schools in the nation and 
rising to number 129 from 145th 
among all national universities.

UIC also placed among the 
top 15 ethnically diverse national 
universities.

“The rankings point to the con-
tinued importance we place on 
the academic quality and reputa-
tion of our faculty and programs,” 
said UIC Chancellor Michael D. 
Amiridis. “It is encouraging that 
our commitment to excellence 
and achievement nationally are 

being recognized through these 
rankings.”

Factors such as graduation and 
freshman retention rates and un-
dergraduate academic reputation 
determine schools’ placement in 
the 2019 edition rankings.

UIC tied with five other public 
institutions: the Universities of Al-
abama, Kansas, Missouri, Nebras-
ka-Lincoln, and Texas-Dallas.

UIC also ranked among the top 
100 for its undergraduate busi-
ness and engineering programs; 
ranked as an A+ school for busi-
ness students among national 
universities; and was 129th among 
best value schools in the national 
universities category.

The magazine’s National Uni-
versities rankings present data 
from 312 public, private, and for-
profit U.S.-based colleges and 
universities that offer a full range 
of undergraduate majors as well 
as master’s and doctoral degrees. 
These colleges also demonstrate 
commitment to groundbreaking 
research.

UIC ranks 7th on the Best Val-
ues list—just behind Harvard Uni-
versity—in this year’s Wall Street 
Journal and Times Higher Educa-
tion (WSJ/THE) rankings.

UIC also comes in at num-
ber 29 among more than 400 U.S. 
public universities, according to 
the 2019 ranking.

For the first time, those compil-
ing the rankings analyzed the top 
250 universities further to create 
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a Best Values list, which consid-
ers overall ranking, tuition, fees, 
housing, and federal and institu-
tional aid. UIC came in at number 
7—ahead of the Georgia Institute 
of Technology, Rutgers, and Stan-
ford in the top ten list.

Analysis for the WSJ/THE over-
all rankings bases decisions on 
15 factors across four categories: 
student outcomes, resources, en-
gagement, and environment. It 
also considers more than 200,000 
student survey responses on top-
ics such as class difficulty, ease 
of collaborating with classmates, 
and how course material applies 
to the real world.

Significant numbers 
in Illinois struggle to 
get enough food
The Food Research and Action 
Center (FRAC) and the Heartland 
Alliance’s Social Impact Research 
Center paint a picture of house-
holds and children struggling with 
food security in Illinois. The Illinois 
Hunger Coalition (IHC) is using 
this recent research to inform and 
expand its work to #EndHunger-
Now and end hunger’s underly-
ing causes, especially in light of 
threats to food assistance.

 The Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) works 
to lift individuals and families out 
of poverty, offering an important 
lifeline for individuals.

“The data from FRAC and the 
Social Impact Research Center 
quantifies what the IHC has seen in 
its grassroots work in the past year,” 
said Diane Doherty, executive direc-
tor of the Illinois Hunger Coalition. 
“The numbers show that weaken-
ing SNAP would only serve to exac-
erbate the problem of hunger faced 
by children and hard-working fam-
ilies both throughout the state and 
nationwide.” 

 Children are affected signifi-
cantly by hunger and food hard-
ship. FRAC found that, in Illi-
nois overall, 17.4% of households 
with children struggled with food 
hardship in 2016-2017, 1.4 times 
higher than households without 
children. Illinois’s overall food 
hardship household rate, 14.0%, 
did not improve from 2015-2016, 
highlighting a significant need to 
keep SNAP strong. The Social Im-
pact Research Center found that 
17.3% of Illinois children, more 

than 500,000, struggle with food 
insecurity. 

Also, while 14% of Illinois house- 
holds struggle with food hard-
ship, the research shows that only 
13.3% of households statewide 
participate in SNAP. The IHC’s 
work in SNAP outreach and enroll-
ment works to address this gap by 
traveling to community colleges, 
universities, community-based 
organizations (CBOs), households 
across rural Illinois counties, and 
CBOs across Cook County and the 
City Colleges of Chicago to in-
form, educate, and enroll indi-
viduals and households in food 
assistance. 

The IHC’s efforts to expand 
SNAP eligibility to approximately 
40,000 low-income Illinois college 
students succeeded this year when 
both houses in the Illinois Gen-
eral Assembly passed SB 351, the 
College Hunger Bill, and Governor 
Bruce Rauner signed it in July. 

  The IHC also will be empower 
and register voters in low-income 
communities on the South Side of 
Chicago, where an average of 38% 
of households participate in SNAP, 
to advocate for programs that pro-
vide a positive impact and sup-
port policies that improve their 
communities. 

 The Illinois Hunger Coalition, 
founded in 1988, seeks to #Endhun-
gernow by eliminating hunger’s 
causes through community orga-
nizing, advocating for progressive 
policy, and public education. 

 The FRAC report, How Hun-
gry Is America? provides data on 
food hardship — the inability to 
afford enough food— nationally, 
for every state, the District of Co-
lumbia, and 108 metropolitan sta-
tistical areas across the country. 

The report is based on 337,690 in-
terviews in 2016–2017. The Social 
Impact Research Center’s 2018 Il-
linois Poverty Report delves into 
Chicago community and Illinois 
township and county data to pres-
ent findings on poverty and in-
come, food insecurity, employ-
ment, and several other factors 
related to health and well-being. 

 For more information, log on 
to ilhunger.org or call the Hunger 
Hotline at 1 (800) 359-2163.

Plan Commission ok’s 
redevelopment of 
Salvation Army site
The Chicago Plan Commission 
on June 21 approved Cedar Street 
Commercial’s plan to rehabilitate 
the former Salvation Army Freedom 
Center complex, located at 1515 W. 
Monroe St., as part of its redevel-
opment of a 3.18 acre plot mostly 
bounded by west Monroe Street, 
south Laflin Street, west Adams 
Street, and south Ashland Avenue.

Cedar Street Commercial ini-
tially planned to include 288 res-
idential units in the development 
but has reduced that to 260 units 
with nine parking spots. The proj-
ect, slated for completion by mid-
2020, also will provide ground 
floor commercial space and pri-
vate green space.

The proposal has stirred oppo-
sition among residents, some of 
whom attended the June 21 meet-
ing to convey their displeasure. 
Brian Ferber of Neighbors of West 
Loop and May Toy of the Skinner 
Park Advisory Council came to ex-
press the objections they articu-
lated as co-authors of a letter to 
28th Ward Alderman Jason C. Er-
vin on June 15.

As its major concerns, the let-
ter cited “density with respect to 
Phase 1 (Part A), which did not in-
clude any of the surface parking 
lots or building at Adams & Ash-
land,” “lack of on-site parking,” 
“significant concerns about traf-
fic safety and congestion on Mon-
roe St.,” and “lack of public green 
space.”

In the letter and subsequent 
conversation, Ferber emphasized 
his concern with the absence of 
a driveway to alleviate the con-
gestion from the development on 
Monroe Street, which he stated al-
ready sees heavy congestion much 
of the time.

Neighbors also want the rede-
velopment to include more green 
space and a public dog run and 
voiced concerns about potential 
noise from events the complex 
may host in its green space.

Like Ferber, May Toy attended 
the June 21 meeting and raised 
objections to Cedar Street Com-
mercial’s plan and how the com-
pany presented it.

“I also think that Cedar Street’s 
development will have a negative 
impact on Skinner Park and the 
community as a whole without 
making any efforts to work with 
the community to mitigate its im-
pact or provide any community 
benefit,” said Toy.

She stated Cedar Street Com-
mercial claimed Phase I of the 
complex will not have parking, 
based on the company’s assertion 
that Chicago landmarks are not 
required to have parking.

According to chapter 17-10 of 
the Municipal Code of Chicago, 
“No additional off-street parking 
or loading spaces are required for 
rehabilitation or reuse of an offi-
cial Chicago Landmark building.” 
As of press time, the Chicago De-
partment of Planning and Devel-
opment did not provide additional 
detail on the legal basis for Ce-
dar Street Commercial’s alleged 
claims. 

Alderman Ervin, Cedar Street 
Companies, and developer Alex 
Samoylovich did not respond to 
repeated requests for comment.

For more information from 
Neighbors of West Loop, log on to 
neighborsofwestloop.com. For the 
Skinner Park Advisory Council, log 
on to www.skinnerpark.org.

—Nathan Worcester
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FRAC found that, in Illinois overall, 
17.4% of households with children 
struggled with food hardship.

Photo courtesy Neighbors of West Loop

Cedar Street Commercial plans to 
redevelop the former Salvation Army 
Freedom Center complex into 260 
residential units, despite neighbors’ 
concerns.
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1337 W. FLOURNOY STREET #2R 
UNIQUE VINTAGE ONE BEDROOM COACHHOUSE 
CONDO Located in the Little Italy/University Village 
Area. Features Include: HW Floors, Full Line of Apps 
Including In-unit W/D, BSMT Storage, Skylight and 
Private Gated Courtyard Area. Great Place for the First 
Time Buyer!! Walking Distance to U. of I. & Med Center. 
One Block to Blue Line. Easy Expressway Accessibility. 
Just Minutes to the Downtown Business, Theater 
District AND Lakefront.

$229,000

C. GALLUCCI REALTY, INC. 

C. GALLUCCI REALTY, INC. 
Real Estate Sales & Management

24 Hour Phone Service

(312) 421-1355

It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other brokers. If your property is currently listed with a Real Estate broker, 
please disregard our offer. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully.

FREE PROPERTY EVALUATION FREE

1132 W. TAYLOR STREET
VERY RARE TO MARKET MIXED-USE BUILDING on 
Taylor Street in Prime Little Italy Location In-Between 
UIC East Campus and Illinois Medical District. Classic 
Greystone w/Front Bay Windows. Store Front Currently 
a Restaurant. Two Spacious, Easily Rented 3-Bedroom 
Apartments Upstairs. New Back Porch. Parking 
for 5-Cars in Back. INCREDIBLE INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITY!!

 
$1,200,000

832 S. LAFLIN STREET
FOUR BEDROOM TOWNHOME Located in Little Italy/
University Village in the Campus Green Complex. 
Features Include: HW Floors Thruout, Master BD w/
Master Bath, Oak Doors & Stairs, Skylight, Eat-in 
Kit w/Granite Countertops & Full Line of SS Apps, 
Laundry/Utility Rm w/Full Sized W/D, Separate 
Dining Rm w/Granite Floor, Balcony, Large Family 
Rm, Private Gated Patio and Off-Street Parking. 
Walking Distance to One of the Largest Med 
Centers in the Country. Minutes to Downtown &  
Lakefront.

$570,000

26 S. ABERDEEN STREET-UNIT 6
IMPECCABLE THREE LEVEL-3 BEDROOM/2 BATH 
FEE SIMPLE TOWNHOME IN PRIME WEST LOOP 
Location-Steps to-Madison Street Shops & Dining and 
MUCH MORE!! Main Level Family Rm w/ Radiant Heat, 
Travertine Floors & Adjacent Full Bathroom. Gourmet 
Kit w/Full Line of SS Apps, Cherry Cabinetry, Granite 
Counters, Pantry and Mosaic Backsplash-Open to 
Generous L/D Spaces. Gas FP. Deck Off Kit. In-unit 
Laundry. All 3 Bedrooms and Spa on Third Floor. 
Gorgeous 17 x 36 Roof Deck w/City Views. Attached 
2-Car Garage w/Epoxy Floors. Entire Home is Flooded 
w/ Natural Light and is in Pristine Condition!!         
                     
                                                       

$699,000

APARTmENTs
AVAILAbLE
FOR RENT

NEW LISTINg

1613 W. gRAND AVENUE-UNIT #1
GORGEOUS-GIANT 3 BEDROOM/3 FULL BATH DU-
PLEX CONDO in Ideal West Loop Location-Steps to 
West Loop/Fulton Market, Union Park, CTA Green Line 
& Ukrainian Village. Fresh Neutral Paint Thruout. Solid 
Oak HW Floors. Kit has Full Line of SS Apps, Granite 
Counters & Maple Cabs. Bright Living Space w/FP. 
2-Generous Bedrooms & 2-Full Baths on Main Level. 
Lower Level Features a Huge Family Room w/Wet Bar 
& Second FP-as well as 3rd Bedroom & 3rd -Full Bath. 
In-unit Laundry. Central Air & Heat. Big Back Deck. Ga-
rage Parking. IMMACULATE Unit /RED HOT Location!!                                            
                  

$439,000

NEW LISTINg

1645 W. OgDEN AVENUE-UNIT 411
PRISTINE-MOVE IN READY- 2 BED/2 BATH at Para-
mount Lofts in Red Hot West Loop Location-Steps to 
Randolph Street Restaurants, Fulton Market, Union 
Park, United Center, UIC/Rush Med Center and Much 
More. Light & Airy East Facing Corner Unit w/12’ Ceil-
ings. Bright Open Floorplan and Incredible Skyline 
Views. Fresh Neutral Paint & Refinished Solid Oak HW 
Floors. Kit w/Granite Counters & Full Line of SS Apps. 
Both Bedrooms w/Windows, Ample Closet Space & 
Brand New Carpeting. Master Suite w/Walk Thru Closet 
to Master Attached Bath. Gas FP. In-unit Laundry. Big 
Balcony. Elevator BLDG w/Exercise Room & 24 hr. Door 
Staff. 1-Garage Space Included.                                                                   

$349,000

NEW LISTINg

2647 W. 24Th PLACE
PERFECT Investment Opportunity in Rapidly Appreci-
ating Marshall Square Location-Just West of Pilsen & 
Near Douglas Park, Little Village. CTA Pink Line. La-
gunitas, Cinespace and Much More. Charming Tree-
Flat Brick Rowhouse on Quiet Block. Easily Rented 
Apartments w/Separate Utilities. Newer Windows & 
Central Heat. Enclosed Back Stairwell Leads to Patio/
Yard. Garden & First Floor Apartments are Studios and 
Top Floor is a One Bedroom. Ideal for Owner Occu-
pant or Pure Investment in an Exciting and Convenient 
Neighborhood.                                            

                  
$249,000

1333 W. FILLMORE #1
UNIQUE OPEN CONCEPT 3-BED/2.5 BATH DU-
PLEX w/2-FIREPLACES & 1-CAR GARAGE SPACE 
ON BEAUTIFUL TREE-UNED FILLMORE STREET. 
Located in Little Italy/University Village. Two Floors of 
Spacious Living. Features Include: HW Floors. Mas-
ter Bedroom w/Private Deck. Master Bath w/Jacuzzi 
Tub. Separate Shower & Double Granite Top Sink and 
Marble Floor. L/D Combo w/WB FP w/Gas Starter and 
Beautiful Oak Mantel. Kit w/Island Eating Area. 42” 
cabs. Granite Countertops & Full Line of SS Apps. In-
unit W/D Laundry. Large Family Room w/Marble FP. 
Large Above Garage Deck for Outdoor Entertaining. 
1-Block to Taylor Street Restaurants & Shopping. Walk-
ing Distance to UIC & Illinois Med District.     $479,000
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