
By Madeline Makoul

As worries over gentrification 
mount, the City is launching an 
initiative to increase affordable 
housing in several neighborhoods. 

Mayor Rahm Emanuel announ- 
ced the pilot plan will “create 1,000 
affordable units,” improving upon 
the 2015 Affordable Requirements 
Ordinance (ARO), which required 
that 10% of units in new devel-
opments reflect affordable prices. 

The pilot increases the number to 
20% of units in a Near North Zone 
that includes parts of the Near 
West Side and West Loop and 15% 
in a Near West Zone that includes 
parts of the West Loop and West 
Haven, said Peter Strazzabosco, 
deputy commissioner for the Chi-
cago Department of Planning and 
Development. 

Strazzabosco said officials cre-
ated the new requirements in light 
of community concerns about 

affordable housing. The plan, which 
went into effect on Nov. 1 and will 
continue until Dec. 2020, took effect 
as two pilots, the Milwaukee Corri-
dor Pilot on the North Side and the 
Near North/Near West Pilot. 

“The goals of the pilot initiative 
are to mitigate the impacts associ-
ated with gentrification, to better 
protect the interests of the area’s 
economically vulnerable residents 
from demographic and housing 

By Peter Winslow

The City of Chicago’s Department 
of Cultural Affairs and Special 
Events (DCASE) and Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel have dubbed 2018 the 
Year of Creative Youth. 

The City will invest more than 
$2 million to support artistic work 
of creative youth, provide perfor-
mance stipends for City of Chi-
cago festivals and partner events, 
and fund grants for youth arts or-
ganizations. Leaders expect this 
initiative to bolster Chicago’s exist- 

ing cultural programming and aid 
educators who foster the develop-
ment of Chicago’s future cultural 
and economic growth. 

As a culminating event, the City 
will host a new Creative Youth Fes-
tival at Millennium Park on Sept. 
22; the event will feature perfor-
mances and displays by young art-
ists in dance, music, theater, spo-
ken word, visual arts, and other 
artistic endeavors. 

DCASE commissioner Mark 
Kelly noted that, in Chicago, “there 
are so many great organizations in- 

volved with youth, but much of 
their work is not visible to the city. 
So now it is the creative art of the 
youth that needs to be shown in the 
public realm. We have a mayor who 
was instrumental in launching the 
Year of Public Art in 2017, and he 
has done a lot of great work in plan-
ning the Year of Creative Youth.” 

Teresa Córdova, director of the 
Great Cities Institute at the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Chicago and a pro-
fessor of Urban Planning and Policy 
at UIC’s College of Urban Planning 
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By Rick Romano

A regional planning agency will 
provide technical assistance to 
Bridgeport and Canaryville begin-
ning in early 2018 so those neigh-
borhoods have a blueprint for 
making future improvements.

The Chicago Metropolitan 
Agency for Planning (CMAP), an 
agency created by the State Legis-
lature in 2005, recently selected a 
joint proposal by the local neigh-
borhoods. It is one of 34 projects 
in 2017 that CMAP selected from 
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Year of Creative Youth will empower artistic Chicago students
and Public Affairs, called the proj-
ect “a marvelous idea,” adding that 
“When I think of building on young 
people’s creativity and their sense 
of innovation, all kinds of things 
will be possible, including develop-
ing economic opportunities.” 

Local organizations participating
The National Museum of Mex-

ican Art (NMMA), 1852 W. 19th St., 
is one of six IncentOvate grant re-
cipients for 2018. IncentOvate is a 
DCASE grant program that invests 
in local nonprofit organizations 
with creative youth-focused proj-
ects that have an annual adjusted 
income of more than $2 million.

The NMMA’s Yollocalli Arts 
Reach initiative offers free arts and 
cultural programming to more than 
300 youth and young adults annu-
ally. Programs include education in 
public performance, mural paint-
ing, radio production, quinceañera 
aesthetics, and more. Yollocalli also 
hosts satellite programs, work-
shops, teen exhibitions, and special 
events throughout the year. 

Barbara Engelskirchen, chief de-
velopment officer of NMMA, said 
this is the third grant the museum 
has received from the IncentOvate 
program since 2014. “The NMMA 
understands the value arts and 
culture can play in a young person’s 

life,” said Engelskirchen. “Evidence 
has shown that the arts can increase 
the quality of life for young people. 
Yollocalli Arts Reach provides op-
portunities for youth and teens to 
not only explore and make art but 
also define their culture and find a 
pathway to their future.” 

Another local organization work- 
ing to finalize the IncentOvate grant 
process is the Art Institute of Chi-
cago, 111 S. Michigan Ave. Amanda 
Hicks, executive director of com-
munications, said, “A strengthened 
network can help open up multiple 
arteries or pathways between orga-
nizations and encourage teens to 
participate in activities across Chi-
cago that interest them and em-
power them to ‘own’ their city.” 

The Art Institute has doubled 
its teen attendance since 2016, 
thanks to a donation from Glenn 
Swogger and the Redbud Foun-
dation. The donation allowed the 
museum to create a free admis-
sion program for Chicago teens 
younger than 18. 

“The Year of Creative Youth of-
fers a new focal point for the work 
at the Art Institute that we have al-
ways done, and will continue to do, 
to enthusiastically welcome young 
people through our doors and pro-
vide spaces to make art, build con-
nections with other creative teens, 
hang out in the museum, work with 

artists and mentors, and discover 
new possibilities,” Hicks added.

Although not every local youth 
arts program will receive direct 
funding, organizations such as 
the Chicago Children’s Theater 
(CCT) at 100 S. Racine Ave. sup-
port DCASE’s implementation of 
the new initiative. 

“Chicago Children’s Theatre is 
very excited to see the City recog- 
nizing and supporting creative 
outlets and events focused on the 
youth of Chicago,” said Patrick Pelz, 
CCT director of marketing and 
communications. “We look forward 
to supporting the Year of Creative 
Youth by remaining committed to 
our mission that enriches our com- 
munity through diverse and signi- 

ficant theatrical and educational 
programming that engages and 
inspires the child in all of us.” 

Since 2005, CCT has been the 
city’s largest professional theater 
company that devotes its services 
to children and young families. In 
partnership with Chicago Public 
Schools, CCT provides more than 
5,000 free tickets to low-income 
students each season.  

CCT will host a Year of Creative 
Youth kickoff open to the public 
from 1 to 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
Jan. 13.

Marwen, an arts teaching orga-
nization at 833 N. Orleans St., and 
After School Matters, 66 E. Ran-
dolph St., which develops cultural 
activities for teens, are two other 
local entities that will participate 
in the Year of Creative Youth.

Officials have not determined 
many details on the new Creative 
Youth Festival yet. DCASE commis-
sioner Mark Kelly said, “Imagine 
thousands of youth on stages and 
thousands of youth works being 
showcased. We have a lot of great 
hard work in front of us, and we are 
going to make sure youth are in-
volved in the production of the big 
event. We hope that it becomes an 
annual event for the city.” 

For more about the Year of Cre-
ative Youth, call DCASE at (312) 
744-3316. 

Photo courtesy City of Chicago/Phil Dembinski

Chicago youth will participate in 
photography and other visual arts. 

Continued from page 1
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By Eva Hofmann 

At a town hall meeting on Novem-
ber 20, West Loop and West Side 
citizens and business owners called 
upon Congressman Danny Davis, 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel, and other 
officials to bring massive govern-
ment investment to the West Loop 
and West Side in 2018 totaling at 
least $225 million. 

The meeting focused on the 
community’s critical need for trans-
portation infrastructure, including 
building new Chicago Transit Au-
thority (CTA) Green Line stations 
at Damen Avenue and Western Av-
enue (estimated $50 million each); 
CTA Green Line Lake Street recon-
struction ($100 million initial in-
vestment); and modernizing the 
West Side’s only Metra station at 
360 N. Kedzie Ave. to comply with 
the U.S. Americans with Disabili-
ties Act (ADA) ($25 million).

“This will bring urgently need- 
ed access, jobs, housing, and pub-
lic safety to the West Side and be-
yond,” said Roger Romanelli, exec-
utive director of the Fulton Market 
Association (FMA). “Our public 
transit is important, and we’re get-
ting massive traffic gridlock.”

In addition to Congressman 
Davis and Mayor Emanuel, officials 

in attendance included: Jesse Smart 
of 27th Ward Alderman Burnett’s 
office; 28th Ward Alderman Jason 
Ervin; State Representative Melissa 
Conyears-Ervin; and Cook County 
Commissioners Richard Boykin 
and Dennis Deer.

Damen station funding
The meeting succeeded on a 

couple of fronts, according to Roma- 
nelli. “Our community got a time-
line from the CTA for construction 
of the Damen-Lake station,” he said. 

According to the proposed 
timetable, workers would build the 
station by 2020, which is similar to 
the past timeline for the CTA sta-
tion at Morgan and Lake. “They an-
nounced Morgan in 2009 and had 
it done in 2012,” said Romanelli. 

While officials support building 
the Damen station, they expect to 
pay for it with the community’s tax 
increment financing (TIF) fund. 
“The City wants to use $50 million 
of that to fund the Damen station,” 
said Charles LeBlanc, a 27th Ward 
citizen who attended the Novem-
ber meeting. 

“The announcement was star-
tling because there is such a high 
demand for TIF funds to fix local 
streets and alleys and for expansion,”

West Loop seeks transportation 
infrastructure improvements

Continued on page 4
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said Romanelli. “We haven’t taken 
an official position in terms of re-
sponding this funding propo-
sition—we want the Damen sta-
tion as soon as possible, but how 
we fund it is important. Our local 
property owners should have a big 
voice on how that money is spent.”

Questions about funding sources 
occurred with building the Morgan 
station in 2009, according to Ro-
manelli. In the end, the federal gov-
ernment came up with $8 million 
to help pay for it. “It looks like we’re 
going back to the same kind of ro-
deo,” he said. 

“That Morgan-Lake station was 
directly responsible for attracting 
Google’s Chicago headquarters to 
Fulton Market and helping Goo-
gle expand,” said Romanelli. “With 
the CTA station within 600 feet 
of the building, the City of Chi-
cago on-site parking requirement 
was slashed by 50%, allowing the 
developer to renovate the build-
ing profitably. Fulton Market As-
sociation wants to foster similar 
economic development around 
new CTA Damen-Lake and West-
ern-Lake stations.

“If we build those stations at 
Damen and Western, we will see an 
explosion of economic develop- 
ment on the West Side, and that’s 
our goal,” he said. 

Western Avenue el station, Lake 
Street girder reconfiguration

While FMA works to negoti-
ate funding for the Damen station 
and ensure officials complete the 
station according to the proposed 
timeline, local residents and busi-
nesses also seek a station at West-
ern Avenue. “A Green Line West-
ern el stop would spur new jobs, 
housing, and public safety,” said 
Romanelli. “Western is Chicago’s 
busiest north-south arterial, so a 
CTA station is critical for city-wide 

transit. The Western Avenue Green 
Line station will dramatically re-
duce traffic in the city. We want 
that.”

Joining FMA to form a Green 
Line coalition is the Garfield Park 
Chamber of Commerce. “There are 
important things that need to be 
done in our area, such as mov-
ing the girders on Lake Street,” 
said Chamber President Siri Hib-
bler. “Our residents have had acci-
dents because of those girders. The 
Department of Transportation has 

removed quite a few, but as soon as 
you get to Garfield Park, those gird-
ers remain. Businesses are not able 
to move products in and out, and 
some are threatening to leave.” 

One such business owner, Ray 
Carlson, president of Chicago Turn- 
rite Company, 4459 W. Lake St., 
said, “Operating our business un-
der the CTA Green Line structure 
is inefficient and dangerous for 
our employees. The structure does 
not allow trucks to back safely into 
our docks, forcing us to unload 
trucks on the street in oncoming 
traffic. This serious problem could 
eventually lead to us relocating 
our business.”

The Lake Street structure be-
tween Talman Ave. (2600 W. Lake 
St.) and Laramie Ave. (5200 W. Lake 
St.) dates to 1893 and 1894, a de-
cade before Chicago had much 
vehicular traffic. As a result, Lake 
Street vehicles driving eastbound 
have no escape from vehicles driv-
ing westbound (and vice versa) 
due to the center-lane girders. Side 
mirrors on vans and trucks are 
ripped off daily in two-way traffic 
due to the street’s narrowness.

On November 17, Romanelli 
witnessed and recorded a 60-foot 
semi-trailer truck hit the Lake 
Street structure at the Kedzie-Lake 
intersection, requiring police and 

Continued on page 6
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Under the Kedzie Avenue station on Lake Street, Roger Romanelli of the 
FMA recently saw a semi-trailer truck hit the elevated train structure.
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community assistance to dislodge 
the truck. “I’ve got two more vid-
eos of trucks getting smashed on 
that structure,” he said, noting 
trucks hit it frequently, causing 
traffic chaos and unnecessary po-
lice and truck repair costs. 

Department of Transportation 
representatives attended the No-
vember meeting to discuss the CTA 
structure. “They agreed to take our 
concerns to the mayor and to look 
into the issue,’ said Romanelli. 

ADA compliance 
Similar to the antiquated Lake 

Street structure, the West Side’s 
only Metra station at 360 N. Kedzie 
Avenue was built in a very differ-
ent era. The station ranks as 100% 
inaccessible to people with dis-
abilities and does not offer week-
end service. Revitalizing this sta-
tion would provide much needed 
transportation access to residents 
and employees as well as tourists 
coming to the Garfield Park Con- 
servatory.

“Congressman Davis is fully sup- 
portive of our plans for the Green 
Line and Metra stations,” said Ro-
manelli. “He would like to see unity 
on all these issues.” Romanelli said 
that Davis urged the community 
to lobby Aldermen Burnett and Er-
vin—as well as state senators, state 

representatives, and county com-
missioners—to make sure they 
support these upgrades. 

“We discussed funding and we 
would expect to try and have ev-
ery possible entity, including the 
Federal government, State govern-
ment, County government, as well 
as the City and local government 
involved in it,” Davis said. “We all 
know what the climate is currently 
like. We know that finding public 
resources is not the easiest thing 
in the world to do, but we also 
know that if we start planning and 
keep laying out the benefits that 
these developments could bring, 
we’re optimistic about making it 
happen.”

Davis noted that the recent 
passage of the Federal tax bill “will 
reduce the amount of money that 
the Federal government will have 
to work with, because we’re go-
ing to cut corporate taxes big time. 
That will take a lot of money out 
of the treasury, so we will still ex-
perience a tremendous deficit. 
But these things have a way of 
working their way around, so I’m 
optimistic.”

The plan for the Green Line and 
Metra “is an ambitious plan and 
there’s a lot of good energy around 
it,” Davis said.

“West Side residents are will-
ing to invest in our community, 

and businesses are coming back,” 
said LeBlanc. “But we need gov-
ernment officials to put our tax 
dollars to work for long neglected 
improvements like the two CTA 
stations.”

“We know that the West Side is 
one of the most economically dis-
advantaged parts of the United 
States,” said Romanelli. “Unfortu- 
nately, some of the higher crime 
rates are in our city and region. 
We really believe it needs moderni- 
zation.”

“It was a very positive meet-
ing and we are very pleased to be 
working with the Fulton Market 
people as well as the residents,” 
Davis concluded.

Cleanup under viaducts
West Loop and Near West Side 

residents and business also are 
asking Mayor Emanuel and 27th 
Ward Alderman Burnett to clean 
two viaducts at 360 N. Hoyne Ave. 
and 360 N. Oakley Blvd. to remove 
massive garbage, stolen shopping 
carts, stolen garbage cans, and 
abandoned mattresses.

FMA also wants City officials to 
clean the viaducts weekly in order 
to avoid the garbage pileups that 
have occurred for years. 

FMA is working to bring in-
vestment westward from Fulton 
Market to Garfield Park; however, 

street conditions like these make 
employees, residents, and busi-
nesses hesitant to invest.

“Voters and taxpayers deserve 
better service from City officials 
to keep these viaducts clean every 
week and to prevent crime,” said 
Romanelli.

In addition to debris under the 
viaducts, local residents and busi-
ness owners allege that drug deal-
ing occurs between 5 and 7 p.m. 
regularly. FMA leaders met with 
12th District Police Commander 
Stephen Chang, who encouraged 
residents to call 911 or the 12th 
District Undercover Unit.

For 2018, FMA wants City Hall 
to earmark $10 million in Kinzie 
Corridor Neighborhood Improve-
ment TIF funds to modernize the 
viaducts and repair local streets, 
alleys, sidewalks, streetlights, and 
sewers.

FMA information can be found 
at http://fultonmarketchicago.
org/. For more on the Garfield Park 
Chamber of Commerce, log on to 
https://gfpchamberchicago.org/.

Continued from page 4
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By Susan Fong

By responding to the needs of the 
Chicago’s Chinese American resi-
dents, the Chinese American Ser-
vice League (CASL) gained a posi-
tive reputation for helping families 
within Chinatown and forming 
partnerships within the city and 
beyond.

Two longtime leaders of CASL, 
President Bernarda “Bernie” Wong 
and Executive Director Esther Wong, 
have retired after working nearly 40 
years with the agency they created.

“Bernie had laid the ground-
work, but it became too much, 
so I came on board,” said Esther 
Wong. “Bernie took on the exter-
nal responsibilities, working with 
public relations, funding, etc., and 
I took on the internal responsi-
bilities, i.e. the day-to-day oper-
ations—strengthening infrastruc-
ture, consolidating departments, 
and facilitating the move into our 
new building in 2004.”

CASL grew from having a $32,000 
annual budget to one of $13.5 mil-
lion and serving 17,000 people 
annually.

In 1979, Bernie and Esther noted 
the unmet social service needs 
of Chinatown and decided to ap-
proach United Charities, now Met-
ropolitan Family Services (MFS), 
for help organizing CASL. Three 

of CASL’s ten co-founders had so-
cial service backgrounds, includ-
ing C.W. Chan, Bernie Wong, and 
Esther Wong.

“We would’ve been glad to pro-
vide services,” said Jerry Erickson, 
former executive director of United 
Charities, “but we had no one with 
Chinese language skills.”

The co-founders obtained 
$30,000 from United Way and Chi-
cago Community Trust, “so we dis- 
cussed who would lead, and Bernie’s 

name came up as the candidate,” 
Erickson said.

“They strong-armed me into 
taking the position of executive di-
rector,” Bernie Wong said, laughing. 
“The others served on the board.”    

“I took Bernie under my wing, 
and she was a quick learner,” Er-
ickson said. “She was formidable 
in her mission, assertive, and able 
to find the support and funding 
she needed.”

Rick Estrada, MFS executive 

director said he “met Bernie Wong 
when we received $250,000 from 
Bank of America’s New Leadership 
program, some of which went to 
Bernie for CASL and some for me 
to use for Erie House.

“Through the years, we’ve be-
come a sounding board for each 
other,” Estrada said, “but when 
she would come and ask for ad-
vice I thought ‘Why are you com-
ing to me? Shouldn’t it be the other 
way around?’

Asking for help
“What I learned from Bernie is 

you’re never too smart, never too 
big, and never too high to ask for 
help, perspective, or advice,” Es-
trada continued. “To ask for help 
is a strength, not a weakness. It’s 
now something I try to teach my 
staff. Then I turn and say to them, 
‘So now it’s your turn to tell me 
how you do it.’”

Former Chicago Mayor Rich-
ard M. Daley remembers Bernie 
Wong and CASL well. Daley served 
as mayor from 1989 through 2011.

Daley said, “Our relationship 
was forged in our mutual love of 
Chicago. It was very real – edu-
cation, public safety and improv-
ing general services were top pri-
orities for us both. We believed 
that getting residents involved 

Bernie Wong, Esther Wong benefitted Chinatown community through CASL

Alderman Daniel Solis (25th Ward) Bernie Wong, Esther Wong, and Josina 
Morita, Metropolitan Water District Commissioner, at an aldermanic event 
when the City Council passed resolutions honoring CASL leaders.

Continued on page 17
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Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning to
examine Bridgeport, Canaryville improvements
80 proposals that the agency re-
ceived from across northern Illi-
nois. CMAP also began working 
with Chinatown in 2014.

The latest local project has 
CMAP working with Bridgeport and 
Canaryville to “Develop a planning 
priorities report that promotes sus- 
tainable business, retail, and eco-
nomic development; strengthens 
local educational and cultural in-
stitutions; and builds on area assets 
including housing stock, access to 
public transportation, and resident 
population,” according to CMAP.

CMAP’s local technical assis-
tance leaders said the neighbor-
hoods are overdue for assistance. 

“There hasn’t been a lot of com-
munity planning” in those areas, 
“so this is a good time for this to 
happen,” said Noah Boggess, the 
CMAP project manager who will 
work directly with Bridgeport and 
Canaryville. He said each project 
has a team that first works to build 
a community steering committee 
and then to arrange confidential 
stakeholder interviews with “sig-
nificant actors” including individ-
uals, nonprofits, and businesses in 
each community. The project will 
conclude with a priorities report.

Boggess and CMAP director 
Steven Ostrander estimate this ini-
tial process will take six to eight 
months, with a full plan in a year.

“We will spell out some key com- 
ponents of the plan with recommen- 
dations,” Ostrander said. “There 
might be a very clear project or a fo- 
cused area that needs to be addres- 
sed. The focus could be, for example, 
a commercial corridor. It all depends 
on where the conversation leads. 
We are very open minded.”

Ostrander and Boggess said 
addressing Bridgeport and Ca-
naryville together makes sense be-
cause the communities share at 
least in part similar histories, in-
frastructure, and population.

 
Leaders’ application 

Those ties led to the request for 
CMAP assistance by 11th District 
Cook County Commissioner John 
Daley and l1th Ward Ald. Patrick D. 
Thompson. Daley’s office prepared 
the application, which emphasized 
a need for economic development 
because those neighborhoods are 
so close to the “economic engine 
that is the city’s downtown region,” 
the application said.

Daley and Thompson also sub-
mitted letters of endorsement. 

Continued from page 1
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“I’m always looking for oppor-
tunities to assist residents, com-
munity groups, and businesses,” 
Daley said, noting the project will 
position the neighborhoods for 
the future.

Thompson said, “Constituents 
from Bridgeport and Canaryville 
have expressed their concerns 
about the future vibrancy of their 
neighborhoods.”

In response to the project’s ap-
proval, Daley said, “We are appre-
ciative of CMAP selecting these 
neighborhoods. It’s always import-
ant to get a better understanding of 
how the community has changed 
and what can be done to keep 
making it successful.

“What unites us is strong 
churches and strong families, so 
we want to look at opportunities 
for land use, business develop-
ment, residential, and transpor-
tation,” Daley said. “While we are 
different communities, we have 
more in common.”

Community involvement
The CMAP interview and pri-

ority setting process is meant as 
a prelude—generating local inter-
est and motivation—to each com-
munity’s hands-on engagement 
with or without further requested 
CMAP assistance. 

While Bridgeport and Canary- 
ville begin their planning process 
with CMAP, neighboring China- 
town is working on strategies iden- 

tified in a CMAP 2014 Vision Plan 
that rolled into 2015 strategies.

The CMAP process enhanced 
an already engaged community, 
said C.W. Chan, chair of the Coali-
tion for a Better Chinese Commu-
nity. He noted the number of in-
dividuals interviewed during the 
process rose to 2,000, well beyond 
the original estimate of what was 
needed. 

The 2015 Chinatown strategies 
include improving communica-
tion to strengthen the community 
and reduce crime, strengthening 
the connection between new and 
old Chinatown, making China-
town age friendly, increasing ca-
pacity to build on its tourism po-
tential, improving options for high 
school students and their parents, 

engaging stakeholders in commu-
nity maintenance, defining future 
development, improving working 
relationships with neighboring 
communities, and increasing op-
portunities for planning input.

Chan said the community is 
following CMAP’s process by in-
volving local stakeholders to work 
through the strategies.

In addition, CMAP has ap-
proved a request for a Chinatown 
parking management study. The 
coalition noted, “It is increasingly 
important to fully determine the 
amount and type of metered, re-
stricted, and unrestricted park-
ing and identify opportunities for 
shared parking.”  

With the Bridgeport/Canary- 
ville plan coming, Chan said 

planning is vital beyond China-
town’s borders. 

“Chinatown is 100 years old,” 
he said. “We are part of connected 
neighborhoods, and we want to 
continue to be part of the neigh- 
borhoods.”

About CMAP
The Chicago Metropolitan 

Agency for Planning was created 
under the authorizing legislation 
known as State of Illinois Public Act 
095-0677. It operates as the plan-
ning agency for 284 communities 
in Cook, DuPage, Kane, Kendall, 
Lake, McHenry, and Will Counties. 
It is 80% Federally and 20% State 
funded.

Officials established its local 
technical assistance arm in 2010.

The agency currently is work-
ing to implement its Go To 2040 
plan to address how an anticipated 
growth of two million residents 
will affect transportation, hous-
ing, economic development, open 
space, the environment, and other 
quality of life issues in the area.

CMAP and its partners also are 
developing On To 2050, a new com-
prehensive regional plan slated for 
adoption in October 2018. 

For more detailed informa-
tion about CMAP and its techni-
cal assistance program, visit www.
cmap.illinois.gov/. To offer com-
ments, call (312) 454-0400. To con-
tact Daley and Thompson’s office 
to offer input, call (773) 254-6677.

Courtesy CMAP

The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning encourages input as it considers 
planning for the future of Bridgeport and Canaryville.
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By Jessica Villagomez

The Columbia College Chicago 
part-time faculty members’ union 
known as the Part-Time Faculty 
Association Columbia College 
Chicago (PFAC), an organization 
that advocates for part-time fac-
ulty members across the univer-
sity, has partnered with students 
in an effort they are calling “Save 
Columbia.”

According to a PFAC flyer re-
leased to advertise a student and 
faculty forum at the university on 
Nov. 16, PFAC alleges the univer-
sity is changing in structure and 
“moving toward the trade school 
model, with larger classes, fewer 
course offerings with little con-
tent, and a top-heavy administra-
tion that is out of touch with fac-
ulty and students.” 

Rosalind Cummings-Yeates, 
PFAC publicity chair and adjunct 
journalism professor at Columbia 
College Chicago, said PFAC first 
began to help negotiate fair wages 
for part-time faculty teaching at 
Columbia. The union won a con-
tract that guaranteed members a 
certain pay per class, she said. 

Issues with the administration 
have continued to emerge, however.

“Originally, the main issues 
were decent wages and allowance 
for one paid sick day during the 

semester,” Cummings-Yeates said. 
“Columbia was an open and in-
clusive school at that time, [and] 
the focus was on community and 
providing students with a creative 
education from working profes-
sionals in their industry.”

PFAC argues the administra-
tion’s focus has changed into alter-
ing the university and its mission. 

Issues changing
“The issues have changed as 

the administration and their focus 
have changed,” Cummings-Yeates 
said. “Our main issues currently 
are demanding that the college 
follow the tier system that PFAC 
formed, that assigns classes ac-
cording to seniority, academic 
freedom, and the right to create 

and teach classes the way that best 
suits students, making sure that 
part-time faculty are valued and 
respected as the foundation of the 
college.” PFAC also wants to en-
sure students get a well rounded 
education, she added.

The organization signed a con-
tract after four years of negotia-
tions in 2014. The contract en-
sured a level of job security and 
assigned classes on the basis of 
seniority. Grants as well as other 
benefits such as payments for 
meetings also were included. The 
contract expired last August, how-
ever, and PFAC is prepared to bat-
tle for another contract this year.

“For the next contract we are 
demanding that the administra-
tion follow our tiered system for 
part-time faculty with more expe-
rience; they are trying to get rid of 
the system so that they can hire 
anyone with no experience,” Cum-
mings-Yeates alleged. “We are ask-
ing that we be treated with the 
same respect as full-time faculty. 
Currently, we are treated like we 
are not valued by the college. Our 
members are fighting for class as-
signments that they should right-
fully have, and we are mostly an 
afterthought for the administra-
tion’s policies.”

Columbia College Chicago 
responded to Gazette Chicago 

PFAC union concerned about changes underway at Columbia College Chicago

Photo courtesy PFAC

Members of Columbia College Chicago’s Part Time Faculty Association 
Columbia (PFAC) marching for a contract. The union and university later 
signed a contract guaranteeing part-timers fair wages, but the contract 
ended in August.
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requests for an interview with a 
written statement, which said that 
the university respects all faculty 
members.

“Columbia College Chicago is 
negotiating in good faith with the 
union representing our part-time 
faculty and we will continue to 
do so with the goal of reaching an 
agreement that is acceptable to all 
parties,” the statement said. “Co-
lumbia greatly values the contri-
butions of its excellent and dedi-
cated full- and part-time faculty.” 

Classes becoming larger
Jefferson Godard, a part-time 

faculty member in the Art & Art 
History Department, has belonged 
to PFAC since he began teaching 
at the university nine years ago. 
Godard said he has taught in three 
departments, including those for 
Design and for Architectural Stud-
ies. As for the changes he has seen 
since he started, Godard said he 
has not personally lost classes but 
has noticed that classes are be-
coming larger.

Though Godard’s students know 
he works part-time, his status has 
not affected him in the classroom, 
he said.

“They’re still able to relate to 
me,” he noted. “I think as any young 
person starting college they want 
to start with their career” and con-
centrate on their classes. “So I 
think the only struggle that the 
students have is that they want to 
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really get immediately immersed 
in their degree course load.” 

Godard added that restructur-
ing the department and founda-
tional freshmen courses has ben-
efited students and made it easier 
for first-year students to begin 
their careers at Columbia. 

As for seniority and related is-
sues, he wants PFAC to evolve so 
young colleagues have opportu-
nities, too. 

“I appreciate that PFAC is try-
ing to maintain and retain exist-
ing instructors and their seniority 
with respect to courses offered,” 
he said. “However, I would like to 
see in the future for younger in-
structors to be able to come in 
and teach courses at the college 
because I think that the college 
needs more young instructors. I 
think that’s difficult with the cur-
rent way that PFAC is structured.

Regarding his hopes for changes 
with current contract negotiations, 
Godard “would like to see that 
there’s a more healthy balance be-
tween maintaining course offerings 
for more established faculty or fa- 

culty that have been with the college 
for a long time as well as courses 
being offered to younger faculty.”

PFAC ultimately seeks to nego-
tiate a new contract and push back 
against administrative changes. 

“They are trying to turn Co-
lumbia into a soulless, for-profit 
type of institution, and we have 
formed a coalition to prevent this 
and restore the original mission 
of Columbia for community, in-
clusiveness and a creative educa-
tion with working professionals,” 
Cummings-Yeates said.

Recent graduate of Columbia 
Joseph Carballo studied within 
the radio department at the uni-
versity and noticed the depart-
ment shrink throughout his time 
there. “The courses available al-
ways changed,” he said. “I had a 
couple classes I wanted to take, 
but it didn’t happen.”

Columbia College officials had 
no further comment.

To contact Columbia, call (312) 
369-1000. For more about PFAC, 
log on to https://www.facebook.
com/pfac.org/.



12 • Gazette www.gazettechicago.com • eedition.gazettechicago.com January 5, 2018

market change, and to preserve 
the economic diversity that is crit-
ical to a healthy economy,” Strazz-
abosco said. 

Plan details
The City selected these zones 

for the updated ARO because of 
their increased gentrification or 
“susceptibility” to it, their loca-
tion as part of upcoming or new 
“City investments or planning ac-
tivities,” or their having undergone 
a “recent or completed planning 
process in which affordability was 
identified as a community con-
cern,” Strazzabosco said. 

While the Near North and Near 
West form a single pilot area, the City 
customized requirements for each. 

For the Near North Zone, the 
unit obligation is 20%, half of which 
“must be built on site or off site 
within two miles in the same ARO 
zone,” Strazzabosco said. Such 
units target those earning up to 
60% of area median income (AMI), 
or $37,920 for a two-person house-
hold, he said. Developers can build 
the rest of the units throughout the 
pilot area for “residents earning up 
to 100% AMI,” or $63,200, accord-
ing to a City statement.

The Near West Zone has a unit 
obligation of 15%, or 20% if using 
tax increment financing. Unlike 
the Near North Side, where half 
the units must be on site and 60% 
AMI, two-thirds of units on the 
Near West Side must be on site or 

within two miles. The remaining 
third must be within the pilot area 
and up to 100% AMI.

“The pilot addresses the unique 
needs within two distinct zones to 
create affordable workforce hous-
ing for the thousands of new jobs 
expected to be generated in the 
area by the North Branch Indus-
trial Corridor modernization ini-
tiative and to stabilize Near West 
Side neighborhoods experienc-
ing limited housing investment,” 
Strazzabosco said. 

Beyond adjusting the percent-
age of affordable units and the AMI, 
developers no longer will have the 
option to buy out of the above stan-
dards, Strazzabosco said. Previously, 
developers could pay an “in lieu 
fee” instead of implementing af-
fordable units in their new develop-
ments, but the new plan removed 
this to further ensure growth of af-
fordable housing options. 

Community concerns
While officials updated the ARO 

since the 2015 version, some com-
munity members do not believe 
it will benefit long-time residents 
barely able to remain in the area.

Mary Tarullo, the associate pol-
icy director for the Chicago Coa-
lition for the Homeless, said that, 
while the group supports affordable 
housing plans from the City, it also 
is “fighting for these programs to 
serve families struggling at the 
lowest income levels.” While the 
new plan creates more affordable 

housing, she contends it is not af-
fordable enough for area families. 

“These pilots fall short be-
cause the additional units they 
will require serve people at even 
higher incomes than the current 
ARO,” Tarullo said. “Also, the Near 
North/Near West Pilot allows de-
velopers to substitute owner-oc-
cupied units where they would 
otherwise have been required to 
provide rental housing. That puts 
these housing units even more 
out of reach for struggling low-in-
come families as well as many 
middle-income households.”

Leah Levinger, executive direc-
tor for the Chicago Housing Initia-
tive, echoed those concerns as she 
explained the downside to raising 
the AMI to 100%. Levinger said this 
shift is “unprecedented,” stating 
that, for decades, officials defined 
affordable housing at 60% of AMI 
as the “top bracket.” To redefine it 
at 100% no longer represents fam-
ilies in the area, Levinger said.

“They eviscerated the defini-
tion of affordable housing in the 
Near North Side,” Levinger added. 
“Affordable housing ordinances 
historically have served house-
holds at 60% of area median; that 
ends up being for a family of four 
around $47,000, but the Near North 
Side raises that median.”

Strazzabosco said the in-
creased AMI will aid in creating a 
“healthy, mixed-income residen-
tial environment” that will help 
to ensure future growth. While the 
raise in AMI for a portion of units 
does serve a person with a higher 
income level, Strazzabosco said 
it will help to promote mixed-in-
come developments, an adjust-
ment in an area where there was a 

“lack [of] private investment.”
However, with this higher me-

dian, Levinger said the historic Af-
rican American and Latino popula-
tion in the area, who have an average 
income of $30,000 to $40,000, will 
not benefit. Instead, Levinger said 
these new plans appeal to the sin-
gle, entry-level tech worker.

Like the AMI that suits the needs 
of a higher income individual, so 
do the units, Levinger said, noting 
the affordable housing that comes 
from the plan will be mostly stu-
dios and micro apartments, nei-
ther of which suits families. To 
Levinger, this factor makes plain a 
“mismatch” between whom the City 
says it will help and the plans’ actual 
outcomes.

“There’s something really cyn-
ical about talking about displace-
ment of families, primarily families 
of color, and then creating housing 
that is really just targeted at a much 
more white, professional resident,” 
Levinger said. “It’s just really hypo-
critical what’s happening here.”

Strazaabosco, on the other 
hand, clarified that the ARO units 
must “match the mix of market-rate 
units” in each project. Strazzabosco 
explained that if a building includes 
50% one bedrooms, 30% two bed-
rooms, and 20% three, the units of-
fered from the ARO will match the 
same ratio. Furthermore, Strazza-
bosco said the City has an array of 
strategies to help families at a vari-
ety of income levels with housing. 

“ARO units are directed to work-
ing families that can’t afford market 
rates but also don’t require addi-
tional subsidies or services,” Straz-
zabosco said. “Other City programs 
help to create affordable units that 
address other priorities, including 

City initiative designed to increase affordable housing in parts of community; opponents express skepticism
Continued from page 1

“There’s something really cynical about talking about dis-
placement of families, primarily families of color, and then 
creating housing that is really just targeted at a much more 
white, professional resident, it’s just really hypocritical 
what’s happening here.”

– Leah Levinger, Chicago Housing Initiative
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ARO PILOT: NEAR NORTH/NEAR WEST
AFFORDABLE REQUIREMENTS ORDINANCE

A Chicago Department of Planning and Development map shows the zones in 
which the City has enacted new affordable housing requirement.
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family units. For example, the City’s 
multi-family affordable housing 
programs involving in-lieu fees, tax 
credits, loans, bonds and other re-
sources have supported approx-
imately 3,500 units (including 
538 units with three or more bed-
rooms) in the last four years.”

Siri Hibbler, founder of the 
Field of Dreams Visionary Cen-
ter—non-profit that “exists to erad-
icate homelessness and poverty”— 
called the situation for families in 
these zones dire. Hibbler described 
the many families with whom she 
works, struggling to afford shel-
ter for themselves and their chil-
dren with a minimum wage job in 
an ever increasing housing market. 

As prices continue to go up, 
Hibbler has seen shelters grow 
increasingly overcrowded, leav-
ing struggling families with fewer 
places to turn.

“The city is truly in a state of 
emergency,” Hibbler said. “I don’t 
know what bubble our City Hall is 
living in, but folks down here on 
the ground are seeing this thing, 
and it’s very serious. People are 
panicking, and we are running out 
of answers. Change is good when 
it’s good change—that’s when it’s 
not forcing people out.”

Both Hibbler and Levinger have 
seen the effect family displacement 
has on the community. As a result of 
families forced to move elsewhere, 
school enrollment has declined, 
Levinger said. Because schools re-
ceive funds on a per pupil basis, 
fewer students enrolled means a 
serious impact on a school.

“When you lose students, you 
lose after-school programs, mu-
sic programs, arts programs, and 
libraries and it puts the schools 
more at risk of closure,” Levinger 
said. “Something has to be done 
to stabilize the family population 
in these areas.” 

Levinger said the Chicago 
Housing Initiative proposed some 
changes to the plan, suggesting 
the pilot mandate that two- and 
three-bedroom units be required, 
but officials rejected the idea. 

While the plan remains in ef-
fect until Dec. 2020, Strazzabosco 
said the City will continue to watch 

PHONE (312) 421-5179
FAX (312) 421-8060

1531 W. TAYLOR STREET
CHICAGO, IL 60607

Continued on page 15
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By Patrick Butler

Several weeks after protesters from 
a group called ChiResists held a 
protest march outside S.K.Y., a new 
“white tablecloth” eatery at 1239 
W. 18th St., the Illinois Humanities 
group held what organizers hope 
will be the first of an ongoing series 
of conversations on how the com-
munity and new businesses com-
ing into the area can learn to live 
together.

The ChiResists group confront- 
ed the restaurant’s general manager, 
Charles Ford, in late October. 
ChiResists, a newly organized local 
anti-gentrification group, blames 
places like S.K.Y. for driving long-
time working-class residents out of 
the community.

Byron Sigcho of Pilsen Alliance, 
another anti-gentrification group, 
was quick to say that, even though 
some youths affiliated with the 
Pilsen Alliance went on a tour of 
the fast-changing neighborhood 
with ChiResisters and visitors from 
Los Angeles from a similar an-
ti-gentrification group called De-
fend Boyle Heights, “we want peo-
ple to understand we have always 
advocated for non-violence, es-
pecially in this politically charged 
environment.”

As Sigcho added, “We weren’t 
comfortable with what some of 

these other people were doing.” 
During most of the march, “only 
one person from our group was 
present. We already see enough 
hostility coming from the White 
House and elsewhere.

“We did not take part” in the 
incident “and we did not organize 
this,” Sigcho said.

Opposed to violence
Noting that vandals have 

tagged some buildings in the com-
munity with anti-gentrification 
graffiti, Sigcho said, “We definitely 
do not encourage violent acts.”

Sigcho said he has never been 
quiet about his concerns for Pilsen’s 

growing loss of affordable housing 
in what has for decades been a 
predominantly Hispanic working 
class community.

He and others have been hold-
ing town meetings on affordable 
housing, renters’ rights, a commu-
nity-driven zoning process, and 
rent control. Last year, he held a 
town meeting in the fall at the Rudy 
Lozano Library, and organizers in-
vited him to speak at the Nov. 30 Il-
linois Humanities forum on “The 
Increasing Presence of Upscale 
Restaurants in Pilsen.” 

Sigcho believes negotiations 
can handle gentrification issues 
better than violence.

Leaders of ChiResists could not 
be reached for comment, but a 
ChiResists statement noted that 
“despite attempts to character-
ize us as bad and violent peo-
ple, we’re not the ‘bad guys.’ We’re 
not the ones who have displaced 
more than 10,000 residents from 
Pilsen. We’re not the ones making 
deals with greedy developers who 
prioritize profit over people and 
community.  

“We are young residents, born 
and raised in Pilsen, that are hurt-
ing from seeing our people and his-
tory erased from our community 
and the city. We are the children of 
immigrants that watched our par-
ents work for the homes they can’t 
afford to keep. We are the rent-bur-
dened. We are the displaced.

“We know that at the root of 
gentrification are discriminatory 
policies and historic disinvestment 
from working-class communities. 
We know that those social injus-
tices are what makes way for com-
munities to be gentrified,” the 
ChiResist notice continued.  

Ford said the only thing he and 
his associates did was to renovate 
a long vacant building.

After a time at the protest, Ford 
said, he felt “berated” by the dem-
onstrators and called police.

The ChiResists statement said, 
“We never touched the manager. 

Pilsen Alliance disavows S.K.Y. confrontation; meeting follows

Photo by Troy Heinzeroth

Sigcho (at right) and Gillanders sitting down at S.K.Y. to discuss issues affecting 
Pilsen. Sigcho noted that negotiatins can handle issues better than violence.

FOR SELF-EMPLOYED, 
INDIVIDUALS, FAMILIES & SMALL GROUPS

There’s still time 
to enroll in a 
health plan

Although Open Enrollment has 
ended, there are health insur-
ance options available. Whether 
you’re looking for better health 
care, are uninsured or it’s your 
first time buying health insur-
ance, I will help you find a quality, 
affordable plan.

A Trusted Healthcare Advisor
I’m a healthcare specialist that is 
contracted with most major car-
riers and have access to some of 
the best health plans available. 
Depending on your budget, I will 
work hard to find the right plan 
to fit your needs. 

Take Control of Your 
HEALTHCARE

Carmen P. Valentino   312-259-0333
cvalentino@myhst.com | cvalentino.myhst.com

• Medical • Dental  • Medicare Supplements  
• Vision • Life • Ancillary and more!
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Never threatened him. All we did 
was express our fears, rightful frus-
tration, and demanded an end to 
business practices that accelerate 
our displacement. More than ever, 
it’s clear to us that demands for 
equality are seen as dangerous to 
those who benefit from inequality.  

“We are in fact the opposite of 
dangerous,” the statement added. 
“We have nothing but love for our 
community. And lastly, we will not 
allow for the irresponsible media 
to continue to present gentrifica-
tion as a debatable issue.  Our right 
to housing is not up for debate.”

S.K.Y. owner and chef Stephen 
Gillanders, who is of Filipino her-
itage, said the place is far from 
a four-star eatery. He added that 
there is apparently a false impres-
sion of the type of restaurant it is.

Sigcho said he talked to Ford 
after the incident. “We had a good 
conversation,” Sigcho noted. “We 
discussed the other side of dis-
placement.  We understand [pro- 
testers’] feelings, but there are bet-
ter ways to deal with this.”

Community meeting
During the Nov. 30 meeting at 

LaCaterina Café, organized by Illi-
nois Humanities, a group located 
at 125 S. Clark St. that encour-
ages conversations about culture, 
moderator Xochyl Perez said most 
of the city already has become un-
affordable to low income renters. 
Perez cited figures by the National 

Low Income Housing Committee 
indicating that, for every 100 ex-
tremely poor families, there are 
only 28 affordable apartments 
available for them.

“We see people paying 60 to 70 
percent more on rent than they 
can actually afford,” Perez said.

Pilsen’s loss of 10,000 mostly 
low- to moderate-income Hispanic 
families over the past decade has 
meant school closings, forcing some 
students to get up at 5 a.m. to travel 
longer distances to get to class, Pe-
rez noted.

Among the complaints con-
cerning gentrification from the ap-
proximately 70 people who turned 
out for the meeting were “losing 
our community” and memories of 
the old neighborhood and the loss 
of long established institutions 
such as St. Adalbert’s Church.

Other complaints besides wide-
spread displacement included high 
prices, restaurant menus only in 
English, and a feeling that black 
and Hispanic residents are not wel-
come in some of the newer stores 
and restaurants.

Several neighbors said it is the 
newcomers’ job to adapt to the com- 
munity, not the other way around.

“Why should Pilsen excuse peo-
ple who impose a way of life that 
is foreign to the original inhabi-
tants?” said Aldo Reyes, who de-
scribed himself as a community ac-
tivist. “The people who already live 
here have a way of life. The game of 

capitalism has divided people for 
hundreds of years. They say com-
petition is natural. They are wrong. 
I say mutual aid is natural.”

New “people want to come 
here for cheap rents, but nothing 
about living here has been cheap 
for us,” said Ricardo Gamboa.

Another attendee who did not 
want to be named said, “And it’s not 
just whites discriminating against 
blacks and Hispanics,” noting he 
was “turned away when I was look-
ing for an apartment because I 
wasn’t Mexican. I’m Puerto Rican.”

More business support
Local property owner Michael 

McLean said it might help for His-
panic business owners from out-
side the community to support 
the Pilsen community by moving 
there or coming back.

“If someone employs a lot of 
people who live in Pilsen, maybe 
his business should be here in 
Pilsen,” McLean said. “Maybe if 
you’re a business owner you should 

go to lunch in Pilsen and help those 
businesses that are already at risk.” 

Elliott Hielman of Illinois Hu-
manities noted some businesses 
target young, white professionals 
and may not welcome Hispanic 
residents as well as they should.

Sigcho said the meeting “was 
a good first step,” adding that he 
hopes it will be “the first of a num-
ber of such conversations. One of 
the issues we’re already working 
on is getting rent control.’’

Also in the hopper are “par-
ticipatory budgeting for wards 
like ours,” Sigcho said. “And pub-
lic zoning meetings. We’re trying 
to change the power dynamics in 
this community. We don’t want 
this to be us versus them.”

For more about ChiResists, log 
on to www.facebook.com/ChiRe-
sists/. Learn more about Illinois 
Humanities at www.ilhumanities.
org/about-us/. For Pilsen Alliance, 
log on to www.thepilsenalliance.
org/. For S.K.Y., log on to www.sky-
restaurantchicago.com.

the effects it produces , ensuring it 
benefits the intended groups.

For more on the Department 
of Planning and Development, log 
on to https://www.cityofchicago.
org/city/en/depts/dcd.html. For 
more on the Chicago Coalition 

for the Homeless, see http://www.
chicagohomeless.org/. To learn 
more about the Chicago Housing 
Initiative, log on to https://www.
chicagohousinginitiative.org/. 
For the Field of Dreams Visionary 
Center, see https://fieldofdreams-
visionarycenter.com/.

Continued from page 13

City initiative designed to increase affordable housing
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By Susan S. Stevens

Christmas joy was tempered by 
sadness at six houses of worship 
hit in December by vandals and 
would-be thieves: Holy Fam-
ily, Old St. Patrick’s, St. Francis 
of Assisi, St. Pius, St. Procopius, 
and St. Adalbert churches.

“It reminds us to always be 
forgiving and understand people 
are coming from other places,” 
said Linda Lavery as she helped 
distribute food to the home-
less at Holy Family Church, 1080 
W. Roosevelt Rd. “At Christmas 
time, people do have a lot of 
emotional issues. We are called 
to be forgiving.”

The worst loss among the six 
was at Holy Family. Someone 
climbed atop the church’s Par-
ish Center and smashed a cen-
tury-and-a-half old stained glass 
window to drop down into the 
sanctuary the night of Dec. 12, 
said the Rev. Michael Gabriel, 
Holy Family pastor. The church 
was ransacked, but nothing was 
taken. “I had everything pretty 
well locked up,” he said.

“The big thing was that it was 
the Prodigal Son window,” with 
the father looking for the son to 
forgive him, Fr. Gabriel said.

“People do not respect each 
other, the sacred,” he said. “But it 

is a window,” Fr. Gabriel added, 
noting that the damage could 
have been worse.

Although the 1860s window 
is insured, donations are being 
sought to better protect it when 
it is restored. Repairs are esti-
mated to cost $20,000 to $25,000, 
he said.

“We will have a different type 
of protective glass on it,” Fr. Ga-
briel said, noting that the new 
protective glass will be more like 
a windshield that would shatter 
but not break.

Jim Bruton, Holy Fami-
ly’s religious education coordi-
nator, discovered the damage. 
Since the section of window dis-
integrated into small pieces, 
he doubted the glass could be 
pieced back together.

 “Maybe a person who was not 
treated as well as they thought 
they should be” broke into the 
church, said Ray Walsh, a parish-
ioner. Since the destruction, the 
church has received many offers 
of help and contributions, he 
said, adding, “Out of something 
this terrible, goodness comes.”

Lavery said, “When some-
thing like this happens, people 
take it personally. It is like this is 
their home.”

At St. Procopius Church, 
1641 S. Allport St., a thief broke 

through a glass panel in a side 
door to steal money from the 
candle box, Sylvia Pels, church 
operations director, said. “A 

surveillance camera photo-
graphed the thief, but could not 
capture his face.”

Pels said the St. Procopius 
burglary was at 2 a.m. Dec. 4. At 
9:30 a.m. the same day, a thief 
broke into St. Pius Parish, 1919 
S. Ashland Ave. No one at St. Pius 
could be reached for comment.

On Dec. 7, someone tried 
to break into St. Francis of As-
sisi Parish, 813 W. Roosevelt Rd., 
smashing a glass panel in a front 
door. “The alarm was on, so 
they left,” the pastor, Rev. Walter 
Mallo, said. 

At Old St. Pat’s, 700 W. Adams 
St., sometime between 10 p.m. 
Dec. 20 and 10 a.m. the follow-
ing morning, someone smashed 
a glass block window but did not 
enter the church, police said.

Fr. Gabriel said he was told 
vandals also broke two win-
dows at the former St. Adalbert 
Church, 1650 W. 17th St., which 
has been purchased by an arts 
group. Many windows in the 
church and its adjacent build-
ings were already boarded up.

If you would like to make a 
donation towards the Holy Fam-
ily window, call (312) 492-8442.

Police said they were not 
aware of any other similar De-
cember incidents, and no arrests 
had been made. 

Vandals damage Holy Family window; five other churches hit

City of Chicago, Rahm Emanuel, Mayor
Chicago Park District Board of Commissioners
Michael P. Kelly, General Superintendent & CEO

Polar Adventure DaysPolar Adventure Days
NORTHERLY ISLAND

· January 20 ·· February 24

Northerly Island is located at 
1521 S. Linn White Drive, 
on the Museum Campus.

●Tour Northerly Island Natural Area during winter
●See Siberian huskies, wolves and other live animals

●Make nature inspired winter craft
●Sip hot cocoa while strolling across the prairie

●Raffle prizes and giveaways provided by Coca-Cola

Parking is available for $3, cash only.

Saturday Noon — 4pm

For more information: 
Visit www.chicagoparkdistrict.com

or call 312.742.7529 or 312.747.2001 (TTY)

Photo by Christopher Valentino

Rev. Michael Gabriel, Holy Family 
pastor, shows the damage to the stain 
glass window that might take up to 
$25,000 to repair. Five other area 
churches were targeted by thieves 
during the month of December.
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Bernie Wong, Esther Wong benefitted Chinatown community through CASL
together would help solve many 
of the city’s problems.”

Daley further explained that 
when he had asked for the neigh-
borhoods to assist in a commu-
nity policing strategy - a hard sell 
to many at the time – Bernie Wong 
had risen to the occasion. But 
this was only one example. Daley 
noted that Bernie Wong was al-
ways on board for various City ini-
tiatives. Daley and Bernie Wong 
developed a strong bond and were 
mutually supportive of each other 
over many years. 

CASL has gone on to build on 
its early services by responding to 
the community’s changing needs 
as its members mature, providing 
help with employment, financial 
management, first home mort-
gages, and many other issues.

Esther Wong is remaining on 
staff until CASL hires a new exec-
utive director. “Our mission is to 
make system change through ad-
vocacy, but we can’t do it all,” she 
explained. “Now we partner with 
groups like Coalition for a Bet-
ter Chinese American Chicago, 
founded by C.W. Chan; we don’t 
have to lead, but now we can be 
members and participants.” 

Esther Wong’s quiet role
“What few know about CASL is 

that Esther Wong has played a very 
major and consistent role in the 
agency’s history,” Chan said. “She is 
CASL’s silent partner. Our founding 
board had very active committees. 
Some members have since left, but 
Esther was ever present and ac-
tive. Since CASL’s inception, she 
has worked tirelessly and quietly 
behind the scenes as the backbone 
of the organization’s programs 
and services.  Esther had served as 
chairwoman and member of the 
program committee before be-
coming executive director.”

Helping immigrants feel a 
sense of family has been essential 
to CASL’s essence. Tenny Yu, CASL 
nurse for adult day services, said 
she came through CASL’s summer 
youth program in her early teens 
as an immigrant and returned ev-
ery year when she could. 

“What I learned about jobs, 
communication, and social skills 
from Bernie and CASL staff mem-
bers still helps me today,” Yu said. 
“Their services helped me to build 
the foundation for a career that 
would help people in need. That 

was the reason why I chose to be-
come a nurse.”

Bernie Wong’s and Esther Wong’s
skills and abilities have comple-
mented each other over the years. 
Both have served on various boards 
and won many awards and acco-
lades from Federal, State, and City 
governments as well from various 
organizations.

As the two ready themselves 
for their next careers, they can cel-
ebrate that the Chinese American 
community has been well served 
and their own lives have been well 
lived.

CASL is at 2141 S. Tan Ct. Call 
(312) 791-0418 or log on to www.
caslservice.org.

Bernie Wong and Esther Wong with young dancers at CASL.

Continued from page 7
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Year in Review
By William S. Bike

The ten communities of this area 
experienced another busy news 
year in 2017, and Gazette Chicago 
covered the news thoroughly. Fol-
lowing is a look back at news in the 
months the newspaper covered it.

JANUARY
A City of Chicago vision plan for 
Chicago’s three rivers included 
clean up and restoration of Bridge-
port’s Bubbly Creek. The City de- 
cided to create the Wells Went-
worth Connector, a new roadway 
between Chinatown and the Loop. 
The Southeast Environmental Task 
Force expressed concerns about 
oil freight trains operating in local 
communities. The Riverline and 
21st St. Lofts developments were 
under construction in the South 
Loop/Near South area.

The Resurrection Project was 
interested in developing residential 
units on a 7.85-acre site in Pilsen. 
Local merchants asked the City to 
use Kinzie Corridor TIF funds to 
help the homeless. The City plan-
ned a new Roosevelt Branch Library. 
Developers planned to build two 

12-story apartment buildings next 
to the Medical District Apartments. 
The City dedicated the Eleanor 
Street Boat House.

Parishioners worked to save 
two churches: the Shrine of Christ 
the King suffered the effects of a 
fire, and St. Adalbert’s Church was 
ordered closed by the Roman Cath-
olic Archdiocese. The Food Re-
search and Action Center reported 
that 14% of Illinois residents were 
struggling to afford food. Chicago 
Shakespeare announced plans to 
construct a new performance venue.

FEBRUARY
Five candidates ran for 4th Ward 
Alderman. Pilsen Alliance advo-
cated for a Community Benefits 
Agreement that would protect res-
idents and business owners. The 
Chicago Housing Initiative, the 
Metropolitan Tenants Organiza-
tion, and 20 aldermen collabo-
rated on the Keeping the Promise 
ordinance to help reduce home-
lessness, expand affordable hous-
ing, and reform the Chicago Hous-
ing Authority (CHA).

The CHA announced a plan to 
redevelop the site of the former 

Harold L. Ickes Homes. The Real 
Salt Lake Major League Soccer team 
selected the University of Illinois 
at Chicago’s Andrew Putna to play 
pro soccer. Tom Van Eck brought in 
new and repaired billiards equip- 
ment to the Valentine, Little Vil-
lage, and True Value Boys and Girls 
Clubs. 

MARCH
City officials granted a building per-
mit for the One South Halsted St. 
tower, prompting concerns about 
Greektown parking and conges-
tion. Neighbors were concerned 
that Arrigo Park was becoming an 
“active” (sports-oriented) park, 
rather than a “passive one” Parish-
ioners and friends of St. Adalbert’s 
Parish protested near Holy Name 
Cathedral, asking the Archdiocese 
to keep their church open.

With Trump Administration 
actions targeting a variety of peo-
ple in this area, Gazette Chicago 
compiled a list of organizations to 
help people resist. The Pilsen En-
vironmental Rights and Reform 
Organization looked at lead levels 
in the residential and school water 
supplies. Children of Peace School 

honored Phyllis Winter and Arlene 
Redmond for their contributions 
to the school and its deaf/hard-of-
hearing program. 

Queen of Peace High School 
announced it would close, with St. 
Laurence High School going co-ed 
and accepting Queen of Peace stu-
dents. Mercy Hospital and Medical 
Center announced a new $75 mil-
lion renovation project. Building 
contractor Mark Zoll announced 
plans to transform a former lamp-
shade factory at 540 W. 35th St. 
into offices, music studios, and art 
galleries. Volunteers hit the streets 
to raise money for Mercy Home 
for Boys & Girls.

APRIL
Several neighborhood organiza-
tions in the West Loop worked on 
new initiatives to foster economic 
development and a safer envi-
ronment in the area. The Chinese 
Consolidated Benevolent Associa-
tion of Chicago announced plans 
to build an eight-story senior 
housing development. The Herbal 
Care Center marijuana dispensary 
opened on the Near West Side.

Anti-Semitic flyers were posted 

Area’s ten communities provide big news in 2017 with thorough Gazette Chicago coverage
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at UIC and denounced by UIC 
administration, faculty, and stu-
dents. The Children’s Hospital Uni-
versity of Illinois named Benjamin 
Van Voorhees, MD, had of pedi-
atrics and physician-in-chief. St. 
Therese Chinese Catholic School 
Principal Phyllis Cavallone-Jurek 
earned a Stanly C. Golder Award 
for Excellence in Leadership from 
Golden Apple. 

The book Chicago Is Not Broke 
offered plans to solve Chicago’s 
budget crisis. The City decided to 
add an annex to the Mark Sheri-
dan Math and Science Academy. 
Angela Valentino earned the An-
toinette “Toni” Di Fiore Scholar-
ship from Our Lady of Pompeii. 
Tenants at an Archer Avenue Sin-
gle Residence Occupancy facility 
battled to save their home.

Sophia King won the 4th Ward 
aldermanic runoff. The Riverline 
and 21st Street Lofts developments 
moved forward in the South Loop.

MAY
Gazette management officially 
changed the name of the publica-
tion to Gazette Chicago to reflect 
its coverage of articles important 
to the whole City. The City selected 
a design for a combined new Roo-
sevelt Branch Library and apart-
ments at Taylor and Ada Streets.

Immanuel Baptist Church filed 
a lawsuit seeking to force the City 
to allow it to buy two buildings 

on Roosevelt Road; the City has 
been denying permission because 
it wants the church to provide 
parking.

Gazette Chicago analyzed Re-
publican efforts to repeal the Af-
fordable Care Act. Park officials 
planned several open-space inno-
vations for the South Loop area, 
starting with Grant Park. Develop-
ers and townhouse owners worked 
out an agreement to permit con-
struction of two new highrise apart- 
ment buildings at the Medical 
District Apartments. The Bridge-
port community saw infrastructure 
improvements and business revi-
talization on Morgan and Halsted 
Streets.

The Chicago School Board con- 

sidered making post-high school 
plans a graduation requirement. 
With gentrification increasing in 
Pilsen, families fought eviction pro-
ceedings at an apartment building 
on 21st Street. Notre Dame de Chi-
cago Church added air condition-
ing to the church building. Ernesto 
Ponticello, known as the “tailor 
from Taylor Street,” passed away. 

JUNE
Planters were removed on Madison 
Street in the West Loop, to mixed 
reactions. Rush University Med-
ical Center received neighbors’ 
approval to move offices into the 
former National Republic Bank 
of Chicago building at Harrison 

Street and Racine Avenue. Golfers’ 
reactions were divided on pro- 
posed Jackson Park, South Shore 
golf courses merger.

Property Markets Group bought 
an eight-acre site in Pilsen. The 
Chicago Center for Arts and Tech-
nology opened. More bicycle lanes 
were planned for the Near West 
Side and South Loop. South Loop 
Elementary School was slated to 
receive $50 million in TF funds 
for a new building. The West Loop 
community worked for a new field-
house for Skinner Park.

Wrestlers from Chicago Hope 
Academy won their first-ever sec-
tional title. 

JULY
Developers planned a 50-unit ex- 
pansion of the Roosevelt Square 
redevelopment project and a 254-
unit building in the Medical District 
Apartments complex. The Chicago 
Public Schools planned a gradual 
conversion of National Teachers 
Academy into a new high school. 
Investigative reporting showed that 
Chicago Police were issuing fewer 
tickets for texting and driving.

Local residents questioned the 
City’s motives for frequent 18th 

Street cleaning. Governor Bruce 
Rauner promised to sign a newly re- 
vised Automatic Voter Registra-
tion bill. Notre Dame de Chicago’s 
pastor, Monsignor Patrick Pollard, 

Continued on page 20
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Year in Review
retired. Gazette Chicago reported 
on the Boulevard, a free, high qual-
ity, post-hospital landing place for 
people with no home to return to 
for recuperation.

Holy Family Church, Morning 
Star Baptist Church, and Second 
Presbyterian Church all celebrated 
milestone anniversaries. The Aqui-
nas Literacy Center moved to a 
building at Hermitage Avenue and 
35th St.

AUGUST
CA Ventures bid on a row of long 
vacant South State Street build-
ings to create new residential and 
retail space. Saint Ignatius College 
Prep announced plans to rebuild 
and expand athletic facilities. The 
Pilsen Environmental Rights and 
Reform Organization, Just Design, 
and Engineers Without Borders 
announced that lead in drinking 
water is a problem in Chicago.

Alderman George Cardenas (12th 
Ward) proposed redevelopment of 
historic McKinley Park buildings. 
A new riverfront park was consid-
ered for the site of the shuttered 
Fisk power plant. Disney’s Aladdin 
was performed at the Cadillac Pal-
ace Theatre. Parking bans were pro-
posed for the South Loop and the 
West Loop. Queen of Peace High 
School held a celebration featuring 
alumni, faculty, Dominican sisters, 
families, and friends before closing.

SEPTEMBER
The City moved forward on library/
housing plans on Taylor Street 
despite vocal opposition. Opposi-
tion stalled the proposed China-
town Special Services Tax

The book Chicago Is Not Broke: 
Funding the City We Deserve, ed-
ited by Tom Tresser, shared ideas 
on repairing the City’s finances. 
Alderman Patrick D. Thompson 

considered Bridgeport business 
strip rezoning.

Pastor Cesar Sifuentes joined 
St. Matthew Lutheran Church. Ga-
zette Chicago’s Mark Valentino, 
William S. Bike, and Susan Stevens 
won an Award of Excellence from 
Communications Concepts for its 
coverage of the passing of com-
munity activist Oscar D’Angelo. A 
developer who painted over the 
Casa Aztlan mural said the art-
work would be replaced. 

Alderman Pat Dowell (3rd Ward) 
came out in favor of a Chicago 
Public Schools plan for turning 
National Teachers Academy into a 
high school.

OCTOBER
The Little Italy Chicago Neigh-
borhood Association added Mary 
Baggett of the ABLA Local Advi-
sory Council to its board. River City 
condominium owners weighed a 
$100 million buyout offer to con-
vert the building to apartments. 
Officials from three universities 
sold the University Center dor-
mitory to a private firm. Rainbow 

PUSH and other activists pushed 
back on Donald Trump’s Presiden-
tial Advisory Commission on Elec-
tion Integrity.

The debate continued over the 
additional tax in Chinatown to pay 
for community upgrades. The Chi-
cago Transit Authority decided to 
continue the 31st Street bus route 
through March. Community ac-
tivists demanded rent control and 
more affordable housing in the 
area. Plans for the Park Works site 
and gentrification worried Pilsen 
residents.

The Rev. Donald Becker, former 
pastor of First Immanuel Lutheran 
Church; the Rev. Michael Flynn of 
Nativity of Our Lord Church; and 
Jimmy Tavolino of Pompei Bakery 
passed away.

NOVEMBER
Two new sports facilities, Wintrust 
Arena and the MB Ice Arena-Chi-
cago Blackhawks Community Rink, 
opened. Fulton Market residents 
objected to plans for narrow alleys. 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s budget 
called for putting $3 million into 

enhancing community policing.” 
Lake Meadows Shopping Center 
began renovation.

The Arrigo Park Christopher 
Columbus statue was defaced 
twice before the annual Colum-
bus Day celebration. The Chicago 
Transit Authority improved the Il-
linois Medical District el station. 
Suspicions mounted over motiva-
tions behind the proposed China-
town Special Services Area (SSA) 
tax. The University of Illinois at 
Chicago held its Image of Research 
competition showing photographs 
related to scientific research.

Immanuel Baptist Church con-
tinued to fight the City’s require-
ment for it to have a parking lot. 
Easterseals broke ground on a new 
Fitness, Wellness, and Recreation 
Center. Neighbors expressed con-
cerns over parking and traffic near 
the Wintrust Arena. A dog park 
was planned for McKinley Park. 
The City decided to keep recycling 
bins at 1728 S. Clark St.

DECEMBER
Governor Rauner and the Univer-
sity of Illinois System proposed 
the Discovery Partners Institute for 
the South Loop that would include 
research and tech resources from 
the University of Illinois at Chicago 
(UIC), the University of Chicago, 
the University of Illinois at Urba-
na-Champaign, and Northwestern 
University. The Little Italy Chicago 
Neighborhood Association pon-
dered taking the City to court over 
a library and apartments proposed 
for Roosevelt Square.

The City moved forward with 
plans for a new $95 million com-
bined police and fire training 
academy. Chinatown community 
members went to City Hall to dis-
cuss a proposed SSA tax. UIC’s 
men’s soccer team won the Hori-
zon League championship.

Area’s ten communities provide big news in 2017 with thorough Gazette Chicago coverage
  

The University of Illinois at Chicago and other universities will provide exper-
tise for the Discovery Partners Institute in the South Loop.
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By William S. Bike

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
The AARP Foundation Experience 
Corps will hold volunteer infor-
mation sessions on Thursday, Jan. 
18, Friday, Jan. 19, and Tuesday, 
Jan. 23. Call (877) 926-8300.

AA MEETINGS
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings 
are held every Thursday at 7 p.m. 
at the Shrine of Our Lady of Pom-
peii, in the basement at 1220 W. 
Lexington St. The meetings are 
closed format, meaning they are 
for people with drinking problems 
or AA members only, and not for 
family members. Call (773) 376-
9772 for more information.

BENTON HOUSE INFO
At Benton House, 3052 S. Grat-
ten Ave., find out about public 
benefits such as supplemental 
nutrition assistance and citizen-
ship application help. Food pantry 
hours are noon to 2 p.m. Fridays. 
Enjoy movies most Mondays at 7 
p.m., senior exercise Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m., yoga 
on Tuesdays at 8 p.m., and open 

basketball games Wednesdays at 8 
p.m. Call (773) 927-6420 or email 
info@bentonhouse.org.

AFTER-SCHOOL OFFERINGS
The Blessed Sacrament Parish 
after-school youth program offers 
those ages 12 through 18 a safe and 
relaxing atmosphere at its Youth 
Center, 3528 S. Hermitage Ave. 
Teens can get help with homework, 
play sports, and interact with other 
teens. The center is open Tuesday, 
3 to 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday through 
Friday, 3 to 7 p.m.; and Sunday, 7 
to 9:30 p.m. 

For more information, call 
(773) 847-2011 or log on to http://
bspyouth.blogspot.com/.

OPEN HOUSE
Bridgeport Catholic Academy, 
3700 S. Lowe Ave., will have an 
open house on Saturday, Jan. 27, 
from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. School reg-
istration also will begin then. For 
information, call (773) 376-6223.

GALLERY NIGHT
The Chicago Arts District Sec-
ond Fridays gallery night happens 
every second Friday of the month 

from 6 to 10 p.m. This walking tour 
of 25 Pilsen galleries and art spots 
includes performance art and 
shopping opportunities. Admis-
sion is free. Begin your tour at 
2003 S. Halsted St. For more infor-
mation, call (312) 432-1995.

BIRTHDAY SUIT
Three children explore how to deal 
with hurtful words about skin color 
in My Wonderful Birthday Suit! at 
Chicago Children’s Theatre, 100 
S. Racine Ave. Performances are 
Tuesday, Jan. 16, through Monday, 
Feb. 18. Call (773) 227-0180.

BASKETBALL GAMES
Join Chicago Hope Academy for 
boys’ and girls’ basketball games 
Friday, Jan. 19, at 5 p.m., 2641 
W. Harrison St. See chicagohope-
academy.org.

HOST A BOOK MEETING
Editor Tom Tresser, who published 
the book Chicago Is Not Broke, 
is asking people to host a “book 
meeting in a box” at their homes. 
He will send ten books to you plus 
a discussion guide. You invite peo-
ple to your home and either give 

or sell them the book. He supplies 
a link to a pre-recorded personal-
ized video introduction that you 
play for the attendees. If you bring 
those folks back together after 
they read the book, Tresser will 
join that gathering via a live video 
chat. Contact Tresser at (312) 804-
3230 or tom@civiclab.us.

FREE FITNESS WEEK
The Chicago Park District offers 
the opportunity to work out for 
free, Sunday, Jan. 8, through Sat-
urday, Jan. 14. See www.chicago-
parkdistrict.com.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY QUEEN
The Chicago St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade Committee and Plumb-
ers Local Union 130 UA are look-
ing for the 2018 St. Patrick’s Day 
Queen. Any girl of Irish ances-
try, never married, between the 
ages of 18 and 28 years old, is eli-
gible. Deadline for applications is 
Monday, Jan. 8. The Queen Con-
test will be held in the Stephen M. 
Bailey Auditorium, 1340 W. Wash-
ington Blvd., on Sunday, Jan. 14. 
The parade and river dyeing will 
be held Saturday, March 17. For 

Continued on page 22
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information, log on to chicagost-
patricksdayparade.org or email 
queencontest@gmail.com.

ASK YOUR MAMA
Chicago Sinfonietta presents the 
Chicago premiere of Emmy Award- 
winning composer Laura Karpman’s 
Ask Your Mama for its Martin Luther 
King tribute concert. The group per-
forms Ask Your Mama twice: North 
Central College, Naperville, IL, Sun-
day, Jan. 14, at 3 p.m., and Sym-
phony Center, 220 S. Michigan Ave., 
Monday, Jan. 15, at 7:30 p.m. Ticket 
prices are from $10 to $62; special 
$10 pricing is available for students 
and children. For tickets, call (312) 
284-1554 or log on to www.chica-
gosinfonietta.org/mlk.

CHICAGO WOMEN’S PARK EVENTS
Chicago Women’s Park and Gar-
dens at 1801 S. Indiana Ave. will 
host adult fitness, early childhood, 
and youth programs from Monday, 
Jan. 8, through the week of March 
12. Log on to http://www.chica-
goparkdistrict.com/parks/Chica-
go-Womens-Park-and-Gardens.   

Fit4Mom Stroller Strides is a 
workout moms can do with their 
babies at the park Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 11 a.m. and Saturdays 

at 9 a.m. Log on to chicagoloop.fit-
4mom.com.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Civic Legal Corps helps close the 
access gap for individuals who 
cannot afford private law firm fees 
in family law matters but earn 
too much to qualify for free legal 
assistance. Individuals with total 
household income between 125% 
and 400% of federal poverty guide-
lines may receive services from the 
group, priced on a sliding scale. 
Eligible clients may have income 
as high as $47,520 for one per-
son and $163,560 for a family of 
eight. Call (872) 216-9695 or log 
on to www.civiclegalcorps.org. The 
office is at 310 S. Peoria St.

FIRE AND ICE
Maggie Daley Park, 337 E. Ran-
dolph St., will host the Fire and Ice 
Festival Friday, Jan. 5, from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. Enjoy woodcraft, astron-
omy, a bonfire, and ice skating. 
Call (312) 742-3918.

DE LA SALLE NEWS
The Girls Catholic Athletic Confer-
ence All-Academic Team named 34 
De La Salle Institute students to 
its ranks for excellence in the class- 
room: Evelyn Aguayo, Taylor Amison, 
Jailyn Benford, Rebecca Chavez, 

Kaitlin Cook, Rachael Curington, 
Jayleen Del Valle, Aaminah Dishman, 
Kailey Dogins, Taylor Duddleston, 
Niyah Edmond, Adriana Garcia, 
Madison Gagen, Juliana Hernandez, 
Isabella LaCoco, Denise Maldonado, 
Arianna Mena, Adeline Molloy, Dani- 
ella Nino, Dinah Ortiz, Nyiah Penny, 
Imani Phillips, Isabel Rocha, Emily 
Rogers, Lucy Schiller, Yasmine Simp- 
son, Madelyn Smith, Amanda Spa- 
rano, Makenzie Steele, Adeline Tas- 
sone, Breana Wayne, Kaiya Wheaten, 
Christine Williams, and Citlalli Zavala.

Adam Chavarria is the new pre- 
sident of the school’s alumni asso-
ciation, succeeding Steve Burrows.

Two De La Salle students won 
honors in the 2017 Illinois Father-
hood Initiative essay contest on the 
theme “What My Father Means to 
Me.” Junior Qwayland McGowan fin-
ished first in the Father Figure cate- 
gory, writing about Keithston Fer-
guson. Sophomore Kameron Lyles 
finished first in the Grandfather cat-
egory, writing about Robert Lyles.

Two members of the De La Salle 
girls volleyball team were chosen 
to the All-Girls Catholic Athletic 
Conference Red Division Team: se-
nior right side Taylor Duddleston 
and freshman Francesca Bertucci. 

The Illinois Student Assistance 
Commission designated 17 De 
La Salle students as 2018-19 Il-
linois State Scholars: seniors Da-
kota Biliskov, Aaron Galka, Gabriel 

Garcia, Tiffiny Haepp, Simon 
Hernandez, Shaun LeVine, Max 
Masquelier, Brittany Miller, Nataly 
Montiel, Reeanna Nyden, Chris-
tine Pierre, Yan Sun, Kevin Wang, 
Charles Webber, Cameron White, 
Grace Wozniak, and Hankai Xing.

Members of the football team 
chosen to the 2017 All-Chicago 
Catholic League Green Division 
First Team were offensive/defen-
sive lineman Nick Boehm, line-
backer Joseph Bonds, tight end/
defensive end Mike Coates, line-
backer Dominee Daniels, defen-
sive end Steven Hawthorne, wide 
receiver Frank Ramundo, and 
quarterback Robert Simental.

De La Salle recently held its first 
grammar school writing contest. 
Seventh and eighth grade students 
from seven Catholic grammar 
schools wrote on working for jus-
tice. The winners were: first place, 
Aimee Cruz, St. Thomas of Canter-
bury; second place, Julian Munoz, 
St. Daniel the Prophet; third place, 
Samantha Muth, St. Christina; 
fourth place, Daniel Grobla, St. 
Daniel the Prophet; and fifth place, 
Vivian Nguyen, St. Thomas of 
Canterbury.

The Chicago Bears honored 
football coach Mike Boehm at a 
game in December as the Papa 
John’s coach of the week.

De La Salle is at 3434 S. Michi-
gan Ave. Call (312) 842-7355.

Around the Neighborhood
ST. PATRICK’S DAY QUEEN
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FREE DAYS
The Field Museum will offer free 
basic admission on Monday, Jan. 
15: Saturday, Jan. 27; and Sunday, 
Jan. 28; as well as throughout the 
month of February. The museum 
is at 1400 S. Lake Shore Dr. Log on 
to www.fieldmuseum.org.

NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS
Emerald City Theatre’s production 
of ‘Twas the Night Before Christ-
mas’ runs through Sun., Jan. 7, at 
the Broadway Playhouse at Water 
Tower Place, 175 E. Chestnut St. 
This comic take on the classic 
poem features a couple of dancing 
mice, a spunky girl, and an Elf-B-I 
agent. Tickets start at $17.50. Call 
(773) 529-2690 or log on to www.
emeraldcitytheatre.com.

LEGAL DEFENSE
First Defense Legal Aid, 5100 W. 
Harrison St., provides representa-
tion to people in custody, informs 
people of their rights, and orga-
nizes volunteers to help.

For more information, call 
(773) 434-4162. 

DONATIONS WELCOME
First Trinity Chicago Lutheran 
Church Community Center wel-
comes donations of clothing, shoes, 
and hygiene items. Volunteers take 
donations on Tuesdays from 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. and Fridays from 10 a.m. 
to noon. The church is located at 
643 W. 31st St. Call (312) 842-7390.

GREEKTOWN SHUTTLE
Greektown Chicago offers a free 
Greektown shuttle to Chicago 
Bulls and Chicago Blackhawks 
home games. For information and 
locations log on to www.greek-
townchicago.org.

OPEN HOUSE
Intercultural Montessori Lan-
guage School will have an open 
house on Wednesday, Jan. 17. The 
school has two locations. Call 
(312) 265-1514. 

MARKET NEWS
Maxwell Street Market, Des-plaines 
and Taylor Streets, is open 7 a.m. to 
3 p.m., Sundays, year round.

MCKINLEY PARK NEWS
The McKinley Park Dog Park Com- 
mittee meets the first Monday 
of every month at 7 p.m. in the 
McKinley Park Fieldhouse. Email 
mckinleydogpark@gmail.com.

The park is at 37th Street and 
Archer Avenue.

MERCY HOSPITAL NEWS
Mercy Hospital and Medical Cen- 
ter hosts classes and groups in- 
cluding Yoga for You, the Sarcoma 
Support Group, Transformational 
Movement, and Eat Right Every Bite.

The hospital is at 2525 S. Mich-
igan Ave. Visit www.mercy-chi-
cago.org or call (312) 567-2000.

MERIT NEWS
Merit School of Music, 38 S. Peo-
ria St., invites children and their 
parents or caregivers to gather the 
second Monday of every month 
at 11 a.m. for a free Storytime early 
childhood music class. Next date 
is Jan. 8. 

Merit is located at 38 S. Peoria 
St. Call (312) 786-9428.

NORTHERLY ISLAND NEWS
Northerly Island Polar Adventure 
Days will be held the Saturdays of 
Jan. 20 and Feb. 24, noon to 4 p.m. 
Event is free. Parking is $3. Enjoy 
tours, animals birds, treats, and a 
raffle. 

Archery classes for youth, adults, 
and families will be held from 5 to 6 
p.m. on Thursdays through March 22.

Northerly Island is located at 
1521 S. Linn White Dr.

WINTER WONDERFEST
Navy Pier, 600 E. Grand Ave., hosts 
its 17th annual Winter WonderFest, 
which presents a 170,000-square-
foot holiday-themed winter play-
ground with more than 25 rides 
featuring music, indoor ice skating, 

  

St. Jerome School sixth-grade girls’ volleyball players finished in first place in 
a recent tournament held at De La Salle Institute.  

Continued on page 24
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hang gliding, a ropes obstacle 
course, inflatable slides, carnival 
rides, an indoor Ferris wheel, a cre-
ate-a-cookie cottage, and a rein- 
deer express train ride. The fest runs 
through Sun, Jan. 7. Admission 
prices range from $12 for children 
to $27 for adults for all rides and 
activities. Call (800) 595-7437 or 
visit www.navypier.com.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS
Overeaters Anonymous meets 
every Monday from 7 to 8 p.m. at 
Our Lady of Good Counsel, 3528 S. 
Hermitage Ave. Call (773) 523-3917.

INTERNET COURSES
Public Narrative, 600 S. Michi-
gan Ave., offers courses in various 

locations on topics including so- 
cial media, communication plans, 
podcasting, search engine opti-
mization, and analytics. Call (312) 
369-6400.

RUSH GENERATIONS
Rush Generations a health and 
aging program, offers many classes 
and programs. Interested in increas- 
ing flexibility and range of motion? 
Try gentle yoga on Thursdays, Jan. 
11 to Feb. 26. Cost: $40. Worried 
about falling this winter? Attend “A 
Matter of Balance: Managing Con- 
cerns About Falls,” on Mondays, 
Jan. 22 to March 12, 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Cost: $30. And if you’d like 
to learn how to build skills and 
gain confidence in managing your 
health, join Rush Generations on 
Wednesdays, Jan. 31 to March 7, 
9 to 11:30 a.m., for the free work-
shop “Take Charge of Your Health.” 
All are offered at Rush at the John-
son R. Bowman Health Center, 710 
S. Paulina St. To reserve your spot, 
call (888) 352-RUSH (7874).

OPEN HOUSE/BOOK FAIR
St. Barbara Catholic School, 2859 
S. Throop St., will have an open 
house and book fair on Sunday, 
Jan. 28. Call (312) 326-6243.

SAINT IGNATIUS NEWS
Online tours of Saint Ignatius 
College Prep are available. Log 
on to https://tour.lcp360.com/
nocache/stignatius/tour/. 

Saint Ignatius is located at 1076 
W. Roosevelt Rd. Call (312) 421-
5900 or log on to www.ignatius.org.

VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT
St. Jerome School sixth graders and 
Walsh School captured the gold 
and silver bracket championships 
at the annual De La Salle Institute 
fifth and sixth grade girls’ volley-
ball tournament. Teams came from 
Bridgeport Catholic Academy, Our 
Lady of Grace, St. Andrew, St. Bar-
bara, St. Gabriel, St. Jerome, St. John 
the Baptist, St. Richard, Sheridan 

School, and Walsh School. All-tour-
nament most valuable player was 
Gabriella Passarelli from St. Jerome, 
located at 2810 S. Princeton Ave. 
Walsh School is at 2015 S. Peoria St.

OPEN HOUSE
St. Jerome Catholic School, 2801 S. 
Princeton Ave., will have an open 
house on Sunday, Jan. 28. The 
school is at 2801 S. Princeton Ave. 
Call (312) 842-7668.

ST. MATTHEW NEWS
St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 
2108 W. 21st St., (773) 847-6458, 
offers family counseling, including 
pre-marriage classes and marriage 
counseling. The soup kitchen wel-
comes gifts of cups, paper prod-
ucts, plates, silverware, napkins, 
paper towels, and toilet paper. Call 
(773) 847-6458.

ST. THERESE NEWS
St. Therese Chinese Catholic 
School (STCCS) is continuing its 
efforts to protect student, staff, 
and family safety. In November, 
it hosted an after-school self-de-
fense class for students in grades 
three through eight; in December, it 
held self-defense classes for young 
adult siblings of students, graduates 
of STCCS, and parents in the com-
munity. The school is located at 247 
W. 23rd St. Call (312) 326-2837.

LEAD WITH YOUR HEART
Santa Lucia School, 3017 S. Wells 
St., will host its Lead with Your 
Heart fundraiser on Saturday, Feb. 
10. Tickets are $75 per person and 
include an open bar along with 

Around the Neighborhood
  

Photo courtesy Public Narrative

Public Narrative offers courses on social media, communication plans, pod-
casting, search engine optimization, and analytics. 

SEND INFO FOR ATN
Local schools, churches, and 
institutions are welcome and 
encouraged to send informa-
tion to Gazette Chicago for 
inclusion in the Around the 
Neighborhood section free 
of charge. News of upcoming 
events; student, faculty, staff, 
and parishioner accomplish-
ments; and photos of events 
that have occurred are wel-
come. Please send information 
to info@gazettechicago.com 
in the month preceding the 
event—for example, news pro-
moting February events should 
be sent to Gazette Chicago in 
January. The next deadline is 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, for the Feb. 
2 issue.

WINTER WONDERFEST
Continued from page 23
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Santa Lucia School will honor fifth 
grade teacher Margaret Piegari, 
who will retire in June, at its 
February 10 fundraiser.

raffle baskets, a money raffle, and 
paddle raises. All money raised 
supports the school. The event 
will honor fifth grade teacher Mar-
garet Piegari, who has taught at 
the school for more than 38 years 
and will retire in June. Call (312) 
326-1839.

2ND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
NEWS
Second Presbyterian Church, 
1936 S. Michigan Ave., hosts its 
annual winter coat drive during 
January. Donations of warm socks, 
coats, sweaters, sweatshirts, hood-
ies, gloves, scarves, caps, and mit-
tens are welcome. Bring your 
items to the church from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Tuesday through Satur-
day. For more information, call 
the church office at (312) 225-
4951 or see the church website 
at www.2ndpresbyterian.org

SHRINE NEWS
The Shrine of Our Lady of Pom-
peii is looking for liturgical and 
cultural event volunteers. Call 
(312) 421-3757. The shrine is 
located at 1224 W. Lexington St.

UIC INFORMATION
The University of Illinois at Chi-
cago Flames men’s basketball team 
in January will play home games 
against Green Bay on Wednesday, 
Jan. 10, at 7 p.m.; Milwaukee, Fri-
day, Jan. 12, at 7 p.m.; Oakland, 
Monday, Jan. 15, at 7 p.m.; and 
IUPUI, Saturday, Jan 27, at 3 p.m. 
The women’s team will play Thurs-
day, Jan. 11, vs. Oakland, 7 p.m.; 
Saturday, Jan. 13, vs. Detroit Mercy, 
3 p.m.; and Monday, Jan. 15, vs. 
Milwaukee, 1 p.m. Games are at the 
UIC Pavilion at Harrison Street and 
Racine Avenue. Call (312) 413-8421.

The Jane Addams Hull-House 
Museum at UIC is showing Claim-
ing Space: Creative Grounds and 
Freedom Summer School, a col-
laborative exhibition by artists, 
educators, and students that ex-
plores transformation of public 
school space amidst the backdrop 
of depopulation, divestment, and 
school closures on the West Side. 

The exhibition runs through Sat-
urday, March 31, 2018, at the mu-
seum, 800 S. Halsted St.

SAFE ZONE
Meeting online buyers or sellers 
in person now is a little safer for 
both UIC personnel and the gen-
eral public, thanks to the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Chicago Police. 
The department opened its district 
station front lobby to the public as 
a Safe Exchange Zone, where peo-
ple can carry out legal swaps, sales, 
or purchases on campus as well 
as make child custody exchanges. 
Open 24 hours, the area has video 
surveillance and a seating area. The 
station is located at 943 W. Maxwell 
St., and parking is available.

ZOO FOR YOU
Lincoln Park Zoo is hosting the 
ZooLights winter festival, featuring 
2.5 million lights nightly through 
Sun. Jan. 7. Hours are 4:30 to 9 p.m.

Ice skate at the rink in the Farm 
in the Zoo, welcoming skaters of 
all ages, now through Sun., Feb. 25 
(select days). For dates and times, 
check website. Admission is $5; 
skate rental is $5 per pair. Warm 
up afterward in the main barn 
with special refreshments. The zoo 
is located at 2200 N. Cannon Dr. 
Call (312) 742-2000 or visit www.
lpzoo.org.
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Are you old enough to remember the images on New Year’s Eve of Father 
Time passing the baton of another year to Baby New Year? 

There he was, Father Time, looking rather haggard and frail, leaning 
on his staff to keep upright, after watching over the world for 364 days, 23 
hours, and the remaining ticking minutes of his time on Earth. It has al-
ways been backbreaking work. Over the centuries, wars have raged, fam-
ine and natural disasters have plagued the planet, democracies have been 
tested to the limit by madmen and dictators, and the middle and lower 
classes have struggled to keep pace as the rich and powerful maintain a 
stronghold on world economies and government. 

As Father Time prepares to bid adieu to this world, he always sits down 
with Baby New Year during his last hour and offers him fatherly advice of 
what he saw and the work he couldn’t accomplish. Baby New Year is just 
that—a baby, with all the promise and joy of a new beginning shining 
brightly on his face. With his rattle in hand, Baby New Year is ready to take 
on the challenges of the next 365 days. Little does he know what is in store 
for him, and how, he too, will finish his watch a much older, Father Time.

Wherever Father Time goes once the clock strikes twelve on New Year’s 
Eve is anyone’s guess, but we hope it’s somewhere comfortable. It’s a very 
difficult job and retirement should treat well all of the Father Times from 
throughout the history of the world. We could only guess what Father Time 
2017 would have to say to his predecessors, as that was a doozy of a year. 

We may not know the extent of that conversation, but we have some-
thing else to share with you. Normally, “exclusives” are found on page one 
of the newspaper. But, as we begin 2018, Gazette Chicago has something 
special for you. In the waning days of 2017, the phone rang late one eve-
ning at our editorial desk. It was Father Time himself. Little did we know, 
but he was an avid reader of ours. We learned his home base was in Chi-
cago—easy to get around the world from here, he said. Father Time wanted 
to give us an exclusive:  his transition conversation with Baby New Year. 

So, just like in the movie, Field of Dreams, when noted author Terence 
Mann waded into that cornfield in Iowa to find out what was on the other 
side, Gazette Chicago’s editor and publisher had a front row seat to an in-
credible moment in history. Here, in his own words, is what Father Time 
2017 shared with Baby New Year 2018:

“Look at you. So excited to take on your role as Baby New Year! You 
know, I see so much of myself in those sparkly eyes of yours. Yes, yes, I was 
just like you—ready to do my best to watch over this wonderful world of 
ours. My task began on January 1, 2017—just as yours will begin within the 
next hour. Oh, the places you will see! Mother Earth is wonderful indeed 
and you will travel all over its creation. 

“Oh, don’t worry about me. Yes, I am much older than when I first 
started out, but that is all part of the cycle of life. I hope you age grace-
fully—but not at the breakneck speed that I did. 2017 was a difficult year 
indeed. It was even challenging for Father Time to sometimes keep pace.  

“It is a tradition for Father Time to share his aspirations for the New 
Year and those tasks he could not complete, so listen attentively, Baby New 
Year, for there is much for you to do in 2018.

“I leave you a world that is longing for a hopeful future and strong lead-
ers to guide them. I have traveled from sea to shining sea and I have seen 
the devastation being caused by global warming and climate change. It is 
very real and unless the leaders of the world’s most powerful governments 
come together soon, I fear that the tasks of future Baby New Years will be 
far, far greater, or—Heaven help us—no longer needed. 

“It’s okay, don’t be scared. There are many things like this to address 
and you will gain confidence as the days of the calendar turn. You must 
bring the United States back to the Paris climate agreement. The U.S. is 
the only country that has walked away and we cannot dismiss its decision 
as mere folly or ignorance—the fate of the world is at stake here. Encour-
age the American people to urge their elected officials to pressure Presi-
dent Donald Trump to return to the table. Seventy percent of Americans 
believe in climate change. 

“Oh yes. President Trump.  Well, I could spend my entire hour on what 
has happened in the United States this past year. We do have to touch on 
other parts of the world, but here is what you must do, Baby New Year, to 
help the fine people there. The world is not only watching, but it is taking 
its lead from Washington, DC. 

“Continue to guide Americans through the Resist movement. It is 
working. More and more citizens are getting engaged in the political pro-
cess and recent elections are showing positive results. It is not usually the 
case for Father Time to step into political waters, or to take party sides, but 
what is happening in America is downright harmful to its citizens and the 
rest of the world. 

Father Time bids farewell to 2017 as Baby New Year looks to better the world in 2018 

“The recent vote by the U.S. Congress to pass the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
is a grave injustice. Middle class and lower income people will ultimately 
be hurt by this action, while the top 1% income earners will reap 86% of 
the benefits. The significant reductions that the very wealthy and large 
corporations have to pay are permanent, versus those that are much less 
and temporary for other wage earners. 

“It is so sad to see and I fear the future will be even more challenging 
for those struggling to keep up with their bills and send their children off 
to college, or for the elderly to keep their homes and pay for medications. 
The argument among Republican leaders will be to slash Social Security, 
Medicare, and Medicaid to cover the $1.5 trillion deficit that will result 
from this bill. This will only hurt the middle class and low-income people 
even more. So much for the Republicans being “deficit hawks.” It was ap-
palling to learn that the President and many Senators who are involved in 
real estate development will reap windfall tax benefits in the millions of 
dollars (including Tennessee’s Bob Corker who flipped his vote after this 
provision was added). This is not leadership, Baby New Year, this is some 
of the worst greed that I have ever seen. Only 25% of Americans support 
this bill—which Speaker of the House Paul Ryan inaccurately touts as one 
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of the greatest accomplishments ever by a Congress and Administration. 
“Protect the Affordable Care Act as much as you can. This tax bill elimi-

nates the mandate that calls for Americans to have health insurance or pay 
a penalty. It has the threat of taking 13 million Americans off the health-
care rolls. Even without one bit of publicity from the U.S. government last 
year, nearly nine million Americans signed up for the ACA—the same as 
the year prior when President Barack Obama encouraged people to do 
so. Americans are smart—many times much smarter then their leaders 
in Washington. As we speak, the approval rating for Congress is at only 
14.7%. It was so childish and petty to hear the cries of “repeal and replace” 
Obamacare from Trump and Republican leaders in 2017, and yet they 
never could offer an alternative. Sixty percent of Americans want health-
care for everyone. 

“Find a way to help Americans protect net neutrality, as 83% of Amer-
icans support affordable and fair Internet access. This is a slippery slope 
that many Americans fear will lead to only more control by the rich and 
powerful in Washington and in big business.  

“Guide the American public through powerful discourse and legis-
lation on stricter and sane gun control legislation. I cried this year at an 
outdoor concert in Las Vegas and wept at a church in Sutherland Springs, 
Texas when I witnessed the death and carnage from assault rifles. I sat 
in astonishment on the fifth anniversary of the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School tragedy when President Trump hosted the National Rifle Associ-
ation president in the White House that same day. Ninety-five percent of 
Americans want background checks on all guns and 65% want to ban as-
sault rifles. 

“Baby New Year, find a way to protect the Dreamers and help pass 
fair immigration laws. The DACA legislation protects those who came to 
America through no accord of their own. They are college graduates and 
contributing members of society, yet as we speak, immigration officials are 
arresting some of them and planning deportation procedures. The Trump 
Administration is threatening to separate children from their parents at 
the border when they attempt to come into the United States illegally. Yet, 
so many fewer Mexican people even want to come to anymore. They know 
they are not wanted there. 

“Do your best to change the rhetoric in America. Help move it away 
from racial divide and hatred against Muslims, Latinos, and anyone of 
color. Help to show Americans that there is no place for white national-
ism and white supremacy. Help preserve democracy in America; the U.S. 
has long been the standard bearer for the rest of the world, but sadly, 2017 
has seen a vast decline in its position across the globe. A strong democracy 
benefits not only 330 million Americans, but also all those who yearn for 
freedom and peace in their homelands. 

“There is no doubt that what is transpiring in Washington is emulating 
what has long taken place in Chicago. The rule of a one-party system and 
autocratic leaders is harmful. Father Time thinks that perhaps the Trump 
Administration and this Republican Congress might have had a watch-
ful eye on Chicago where a City Council for decades has voted in lock-
step in support of its Mayor. In 2017, Chicago noted the 30th anniversary 
of the death of Mayor Harold Washington. That was a rare time in its his-
tory when there was debate and difference of opinion in the City Council. 

“The State of Illinois and the City of Chicago are a mess. Nearly four 
years of Governor Bruce Rauner have led to escalating debt due to a lack 
of State budgets. The 2018 election for governor is critical to Illinois’s fu-
ture. The state dropped to the sixth most populated as Pennsylvania over-
took it in 2017. Governor Rauner has been too busy trying to ram through 
his “Turnaround” agenda in a Democratically-controlled House then to 
govern from both sides of the aisle. All he has tried to do during his three 
years in office is to dismantle unions and lower the wages of hard work-
ing Illinois residents, not to mention the devastating affect his lack of 
budgets have had on social service agencies, healthcare institutions, and 
higher education. His list of 2017 accomplishments is as thin as President 
Trump’s. Do your best to ensure a fairly run Democratic primary to see 
who will surface as the best challenger to Rauner next fall, should he sur-
vive his own primary challenge in March. 

“The situation in Chicago is much more dire than most people real-
ize. Escalating pension costs are hammering the citizens with tax after 
tax. Property taxes are through the roof, as Mayor Rahm Emanuel finds no 
other avenues for income growth. His $2.25 billion offer to Amazon must 
be watched carefully to see if it brings the jobs promised and doesn’t result 
in astronomical rent increases. Violence and crime are plaguing the citi-
zenry. Jobs in long discarded communities are scarce, and that is leading 
to even more crime. Late in December, we learned that Facebook was al-
legedly unaware or uncooperative in assisting the Chicago Police Depart-
ment in a sting of “secret pages” that offered the sale of illegal drugs and 
guns. Baby New Year, you must convince the American people to vote with 
their wallets when it comes to the lack of cooperation and understanding 
from large corporations. 

“This Mayoral administration has failed woefully in addressing the 
homelessness crisis by doing little to increase adequate housing, restore 
mental health clinics, and increase the number of Chicago Housing Au-
thority units. 

“On December 19, I made my way to Old St. Patrick’s Church for the 
annual Homeless Persons Memorial service. It is coordinated by a num-
ber of local advocacy groups including the Ignatian Spirituality Project 
and the Chicago Coalition for the Homeless. Schoolchildren from Fran-
ces Xavier Warde School processed with lighted candles for the victims of 
homelessness who died on Chicago’s streets in 2017. People like Wesley 
Sharp, who was described as a kind, patient, respectful man who is missed 
by his friends. Moriah Ishmael, who all he ever wanted was a place to call 
his own. And Durrell Williams, who was hard-working, and only looked 
forward to having a safe place to stay. They mentioned Renard Parrish, an 
advocate for the Chicago Coalition for the Homeless who treated every-
one fairly under Lower Wacker Drive. People like Barbara McHenry, Bethe-
lynne Johnson, and Stanislaw Gal. I wept that night, too, Baby New Year, for 
those who perished and for the many who go about their business in this 
bustling city without ever thinking of those who are suffering. 

“Please pay attention to the new initiative in Chicago to increase af-
fordable housing that is tied to the Affordable Requirements Ordinance 
(ARO). The Near North and Near West areas need that type of a lift, but 
the formula for income levels is all wrong. Instead of lowering the income 
standards, the City has raised them. Advocates like Leah Levinger of the 
Chicago Housing Initiative and Mary Tarullo of the Chicago Coalition for 
the Homeless are echoing the clarion call.  Please help the citizens take no-
tice of this project and if it needs to be readdressed. Time will only tell if the 
ARO leads to more SROs. I do not want you, Baby New Year, to spend part 
of your final days next December at Old St. Pat’s weeping over those who 
have died due to homelessness in Chicago.

“Oh, there is so much more to talk about, but the sands in the hourglass 
are diminishing and my time here on Earth is coming to an end.  You will 
do fine, I know. You will stand on the shoulders of all the Fathers Time that 
went before you. You can also count on all the good people of Earth who 
seek peace and equality for all. Those who want all humanity to have ac-
cess to healthcare and education and good wages. Those who want to pro-
tect Mother Earth and its entire splendor. 

“I do hope that someday, as we usher in a future Baby New Year, that 
her eyes will sparkle just like yours and as her time slips away we say adieu 
to “Mother Time.” We need to open more doors for more women in Amer-
ica and across the globe. 

“Farewell, Baby New Year. Bless you and Godspeed. Your time will pass 
quickly. Use it wisely and go out and do good in the world. We need you to 
do so much for so many in 2018.”
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C. GALLUCCI REALTY, INC.
WIshEs YoU A hAppY,

hEALThY &  pRospERoUs  
NEW YEAR!

2018

1355 W. TAYLoR sTREET
(312) 421-1355

1408 W. TAYLOR STREET #201
THREE BEDROOM-TWO BATH CONDO Located in the Little Italy/University Village Area. Features 
Include: HW Floors in Living Area, Wall-to-Wall Carpeting in Bedrooms. 42” Cherry Kitchen Cabs w/
Granite Countertops PLUS Island w/Breakfast Eating Area. Full Line of SS Apps, Recessed Can Light-
ing & Ceiling Fans. Master Bedroom w/Master Bath, Double Bowl Vanity, Tub and Separate Shower. 
Garage Parking. Elevator Building. Walking Distance to University of Illinois & Medical Center.                                                                                          
                          $479,000

827 S. LAFLIN STREET
VERY RARE to Market Oversized 3-Unit Apartment Building in Unbeatable Little Italy Location on 
Tree-Lined Street-Steps to Taylor Street, UIC/ Rush Medical District, Arrigo Park and CTA Blue & Pink 
Lines. Solid All Brick BLDG that has been Lovingly Maintained. Spacious Units w/Central Air & Heat, 
Tall Ceilings & Great Floorplans. Newer Roof & Back Deck. Off-Street Parking for 3-Cars. Potential 
to Duplex into Clean BSMT. Perfect Opportunity for Owner Occupant or Condo Conversion. Easy to 
Rent Units in a Rapidly Appreciating and Special Location.                                $1,049,000

pRIcE REducEd

       
    contract pending

2416 W. FILLMORE
TURNKEY INVESTMENT in Rapidly Appreciating Tri-Taylor Area Walking Distance to the UIC/Rush 
Medical District and Taylor Street. Two Recently Renovated 2 Bed/2 Bath Apartments w/Modern 
Floorplans. Cherry Hardwood Floors. In-unit Laundry & Eat-in Kitchen w/SS Apps. Spa Baths w/
Glass Showers. Potential to Duplex-Down into Tall Basement. Large Front Yard and Back Patio. Two 
Car Garage. Central Air & Heat. Tenants Pay Their Own Utilities. 
 $399,000

sold

FREE pRopERTY EVALUATIoN FREE

c. gallUcci realtY, inc. 

c. gallUcci realtY, inc. 
Real Estate Sales & Management 1355 West taylor street

chicago, illinois 60607
24 Hour Phone Service

(312) 421-1355

It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other brokers. If your property is currently listed with a Real Estate broker, please disregard our offer. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully.

STOP BY AND PICK UP YOUR FREE 2018 MAGNET CALENDAR




