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By HEATHER HENDERSON
Metro/State Editor

A UA student arrested last Thursday in
connection with a burglary in Regency Oaks
Apartments has been arrested again and
charged with rape, police said Wednesday.

Kelvin Dewayne Ross, 22, was arrested
Wednesday morning in Columbus, Miss.,
and charged with burglary and rape in con-
nection to an incident that occurred in
March on Riverside Drive.

“We have evidence that links him to the
scene [of the March crime],” said Lt. Lloyd
Baker, commander of the Tuscaloosa Metro
Homicide Unit.

Residents of Riverside Drive at the time of
the incident expressed fear and anger, and
rumors circulated that a “serial rapist”
attended the Capstone.

But authorities largely did not address
that rumor until this morning, when new
information linked Ross with the March
crimes.

Tuscaloosa police issued a warrant
Wednesday for Ross, who returned to
Mississippi after being released on $25,000
bond. He was detained in Columbus and
was in a Lowndes County jail Wednesday
awaiting extradition back to Tuscaloosa,
Baker said.

Capt. Mike Everett said that according to
the assistant district attorney, Ross broke
the conditions of his bond when he left
Alabama.

If Ross waives the extradition, which
Baker said can be a long process, Tuscaloosa
police will be able to retrieve him immedi-
ately, and he will await trial in Tuscaloosa.

Ross was first arrested in Tuscaloosa on
Thursday in front of Starbucks Café in the
Ferguson Center in connection with a bur-
glary that occurred at Regency Oaks
Apartments on Aug. 19.

In addition, he was arrested in April 2002
for two counts of burglary in Starkville,
Miss., while attending Mississippi State
University. While on bond awaiting that
trial, he transferred to the Capstone and
moved to the University Downs apartment
complex on 15th Street.

By ALAN D. WILLINGHAM
Special to The Crimson White

Having had an unquench-
able curiosity most of my life,
and a certain knack for being
around history as it happens,
my instincts drew me to
Montgomery last week for a
firsthand, eyewitness account
of the clock ticking down to the
federally mandated deadline.

I arrived in Alabama’s his-
toric capital city of
Montgomery at 3:15 p.m. on
Aug. 20 and immediately
drove to the state judicial

Tales of
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By COY O’NEAL
Staff Reporter

People against the location
of a 5,300-pound monument
bearing the age-old words of
the Ten Commandments
experienced a victory
Wednesday morning as the
monument was moved out of
the rotunda of the state judi-
cial building in Montgomery
and into a private room.

Supporters of suspended
Alabama Chief Justice Roy
Moore and his monument
vowed to maintain their firm
stance, even as a lawsuit filed
by the Christian Defense
Coalition against the eight

Alabama justices who
ordered the monument
moved was thrown out
Wednesday by a Mobile fed-
eral judge who said he lacked
jurisdiction in the case.

The suit will be filed again
in Montgomery, plaintiffs’
attorneys said.

“We don’t view this as a
defeat at all,” CDC director
Patrick Mahoney told CNN on
Wednesday. 

“We’re still calling people to
come to Montgomery to take
a look at where the Ten
Commandments once
stood.”

But many monument sup-
porters openly wept, while

others bowed their heads in
seemingly fervent prayer in
reaction to the monument’s
departure from public view.
The monument’s removal
came one week after the Aug.
20 deadline set by U.S.
District Judge Myron
Thompson, who ruled the
monument was an unconsti-
tutional government estab-
lishment of religion.

“It is a sad day in our coun-
try when the moral founda-
tion of our laws and the
acknowledgment of God has
to be hidden from public view
to appease a federal judge,’”
Moore said in a statement.

Gov. Bob Riley plans to file

legal briefs to back Moore, he
said in a statement. He hopes
the monument’s absence is
“brief and temporary,” he
added.

Democratic Mississippi
Gov. Ronnie Musgrove and
his Republican opponent,
Haley Barbour, both said in
statements Wednesday they
would be interested in dis-
playing the monument in
their state.

Recent interviews with
clergy in and around
Tuscaloosa found a mixture of
support, sadness and disgust

with the situation in
Montgomery.

Article I, Section 3 of the
Alabama Constitution says,
“No preference shall be given
by law to any religious …
denomination or mode of
worship.” It also says, “The
civil rights, privileges and
capacities of any citizen shall
not be in any matter affected
by his religious principles.”

Moore has repeatedly said
the placement of the monu-

Commandments
monument moved
from public sight

Special/ Alan D.Willingham
A supporter of the Ten Commandments monument admires the stone Aug. 20 in the state judicial
building in Montgomery. The monument was moved from public view Wednesday.

By CHRIS OTTS
Senior Staff Reporter

The only thing that came down harder than
the rain in Tuscaloosa on Wednesday was Gov.
Bob Riley’s plea to the UA community to vote
“yes” on Sept. 9.

“I want Alabama’s education system to be as
great as the Alabama Crimson Tide,” Riley told
an energetic crowd of students, faculty mem-
bers and local residents during the University’s

pro-tax reform rally Wednesday afternoon at
Smith Hall.

“We have dysfunctional models in the sys-
tem that have held this state back for the last
50 years,” he said. “It’s time to take those dys-
functional models, pull them out by the roots,
replace them with something that we know
will work and watch Alabama grow and
progress.”

The rally, which drew more than 1,000 peo-
ple, was moved from Denny Chimes to Smith

Hall roughly an hour beforehand because of a
torrential downpour.

Meanwhile, the anti-tax rally sponsored by
the College Republicans outside the Ferguson
Center went on with a 20- to 30-person
turnout. Birmingham radio talk show host
Matt Murphy and state Christian Coalition
President John Giles canceled their plans to
speak.

By NICK BEADLE
Student Life Editor

Multiple minority students attended
Wednesday night’s Interfraternity Council
Rush interest convocation at the Ferguson
Center Theater.

Due to the number of people who attended
the convocation for students interested in the
University’s traditionally white greek system,
The Crimson White was unable to determine
the number of minority students at the event.
However, The CW was able to get an interview
with a black student in attendance.

The student, who requested his name not be

published, said he recently transferred from
another school and was not too familiar with
the Capstone’s greek system.

“I was told [the convocation was for] all fra-
ternities, but it doesn’t matter; I like to have
fun,” he said.

The student did offer up, however, his
impressions of the UA greek system thus far. 

“I [think] it’s not diversified enough,” he said.
Following the convocation, IFC President

Brad Wilson said he was very pleased with
minority students’ interest in fraternity Rush.

“Hopefully, we can find a house for them,”
he said, “find a place where they can all get
along.”

Black student Calvin Johnson, a Wetumpka
native who graduated in May, was admitted to
the Christian fraternity Lambda Sigma Phi in
2001. The fraternity joined the IFC shortly
thereafter.

Earlier this month, Tuscaloosa black fresh-
man Carla Ferguson accepted a bid into
Gamma Phi Beta sorority, integrating the
Capstone’s traditionally white sororities.

Under this year’s extended fraternity Rush
schedule, fraternities can offer bids before the
more formal aspects of the fall recruitment
period begin, with some prospective new

Minority students present at IFC Rush convocation
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CW/ Tom Neil and Luisa Morinilla
AAbboovvee:: Gov. Bob Riley urges voters to approve his tax and accountability plan during a rally Wednesday
in Smith Hall.
RRiigghhtt:: Libertarian Party district chairman Holden McAllister, anthropology professor Charles Nuckolls and
College Republicans chairman Dylan Reeves protest the tax plan Wednesday in Smith Hall.

1,000+ turn out to support tax plan; opponents criticize UA rally
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UA student applications do
not contain a section asking
for previous felony convic-
tions or arrests. 

Roger Thompson, assistant
vice president for enrollment
management, said he believes
the University’s application is
in line with most policies at
public universities.

“I would think that if you
were to do a survey, most
admissions applications [for
public universities] don’t ask
for that information,” he said.

Thompson said the
Capstone has never asked for
such information to his knowl-
edge.

“We do not traditionally run
background checks on our
potential students,” he said.
“It’s never really been an
issue.”

Thompson said he was not
aware what the legal limits
would be on such checks if the
University decided to imple-
ment them.

“If we elected to do some-
thing like that, legally I’m not
sure if we could do that, quite

honestly,” he said.
Any changes in the policy

would have to be discussed
within the University’s legal
counsel, Thompson said.

“Certainly the situation
[concerning Ross] is an unfor-
tunate one,” he said.

the placement of the
monument in the state
judicial building upholds his
duties under  the state
constitution. 

The document’s preamble
says Alabamians “invok[e] the
favor and guidance of
Almighty God” in establishing
the state’s government.

Moore has said federal
courts have no right to refuse
to let a state official
acknowledge God as the
foundation of law.

Rabbi Steven Leonard
Jacobs, chairman of Judaic
studies in the UA religious
studies department, said he
finds the situation saddening
for the state.

He said that while he cannot
speak for all Jews, some of
whom strongly support
Moore’s stance, he has
observed that a considerable
number of people within
smaller Jewish communities
do not support Moore and
feels his foremost obligation
as a political figure is to honor
the federal judges’ decisions.

Other religious leaders have
taken more of a wait-and-see
approach.

The Rev. Tim Baumgarten of
the First Free Will Baptist
Church in Northport said that
even though he endorses
Judeo-Christian values, he
prefers to remain neutral on

the legal battle. 
He said he feels the most

important issue at hand is the
right to speak one’s opinion
and have the freedom to
practice one’s religion,
regardless of what it may be.

He declined to comment
regarding his personal opinion
on Moore’s position, but
Baumgarten expressed a belief
in the separation of church
and state to the extent that
government should not be
allowed to control the church. 

Along with the members of
his church, he said, he awaits
the final court decision and
strives to work at “building the
kingdom of God” within the
congregation.

In a similar case in
Montana, the American Civil
Liberties Union pursued a
case against Custer County,
which placed the Ten
Commandments courthouse’s
front lawn.

In the lawsuit, settled in
federal court, the county was
ordered to remove the nativity
scene and place four
monuments of “comparative
size and quality” next to the
Ten Commandments to create
an evolution of law exhibit.

No action was taken in that
case, and the Ten
Commandments were
eventually moved to a nearby
history museum due to ACLU
complaints.

Moore rejected a proposal
by legislators two years ago to

place a monument with civil
rights leader Martin Luther
King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream”
speech engraved on it in the
state judicial building. 

Only when it was modified
to have quotes coinciding with
the “theme” of the Ten
Commandments was it able to
be posted.

Metro/State Editor Heather
Henderson and The Associated
Press contributed to this report.
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Special price available for independent study courses

Through the Independent Study Fee Waiver program,
students may enroll in an additional three-hour course for
$202 from Aug. 19 through Sept. 3. The program is offered
through the College of Continuing Studies’ Division of
Distance Education. 

To qualify for the program, students must be considered
full-time, on-campus students enrolled in at least 12 hours.
The independent study course must be completed by Nov.
19. 

Call the Division of Academic Outreach at 348-9278 for a
free catalog. A course listing is available online at www.dis-
tanceeducation.ua.edu.

Literature speaker to address QSA meeting tonight

The Queer Straight Alliance will meet tonight at 7 in
Ferguson Center Room 305. Guest speaker Josh Burford will
give a presentation on the literature of sexuality.

A mandatory business meeting will be held for officers at
6 p.m. All students are invited to attend both the business
and regular meetings.

The QSA is the new name of the organization formerly
known as the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender
Alliance.

CW senior staff reporter application deadline today

Men Against Violence informational meeting tonight

Men Against Violence will hold an informational meeting
tonight at 6 in Ferguson Center Room 301-A.

The organization, which is beginning its third year at the
Capstone, says it is open to males seeking to explore their
role as men, create their own definition of their masculinity,
provide support to other men and discuss violence against
women.
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ASCR to lay out forum plans at opening meeting

Florida adds Cypress Gardens attraction to protected list

Alabama Students for Constitutional Reform will hold its
first meeting of the year  tonight at 6 in Ferguson Center
Room 305.

Members will discuss Get on Board Day plans and the
format of their tax reform forum scheduled for Sept. 8.
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TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — Cheered on by hoopskirted Southern
belles, Gov. Jeb Bush and the Florida Cabinet voted Tuesday
to add Cypress Gardens to a land conservation program,
saving the tourist attraction from possible development.

The unanimous decision ensures the future viability of
the Winter Haven park, which closed in April when owner
Bill Reynolds said he could no longer afford to operate it.
More than 500 employees lost their jobs, including the
famed Southern belles and water skiers.

The park, a remnant of Old Florida where Esther Williams
once swam, will now see its land preserved. 

It is still unknown, however, if an operator can be found
to reopen the 67-year-old park, 35 miles southwest of
Orlando.

Court. 
My plan was to begin taking

pictures of the Ten
Commandments monument
and witness what would hap-
pen when the 5 p.m. closing
time arrived.

During the course of the
next hour, I met several peo-
ple, some who remained and
seemed to absorb the special
significance of the controversy
swirling around this impres-
sive granite work of art that
symbolizes so much for so
very many diverse and pas-
sionate people.

Having several conversa-
tions and hearing bits and
pieces of passing comments
from citizens, workers and
security, I duly noted the
walkie-talkies and earpieces,
as well a phalanx of video and
still cameras and the worn-
looking media crew on duty,
waiting for conflict and con-
frontation.

There were clear-eyed
believers, reverent and con-
cerned, and religious hustlers
eager to make a pronounce-
ment for any audience. There
were the merely curious and
those who were intent on
viewing a piece of history.

It was an hour before the
doors were to be locked, and
several media members and
others had taken a break and
gone outside to view the gath-
ering crowd.

I watched and took my pic-
tures, when I heard the first
low whispering, becoming
increasingly louder and grow-
ing into audible speech.

A woman in black separated
herself from others and began
to testify.

At that, others began to sing
inside the huge rotunda in
front of the Ten
Commandments monument.
The lady in black, who stood
next to me, began talking
loudly while expressing her
intention not to leave at clos-
ing, and making it known she
would have to be arrested and
removed by force.

As she walked in front to
face security, I snapped her
picture while she stared them
in the eye with a resolve and
defiance springing from a
maternal instinct to protect
what she held dear.

Now others near the monu-
ment began to speak up with
similar statements, becoming
bolder as they made their
intentions known, and uttered
words they knew would soon
have them arrested for what
they believed.

The time now was 4 p.m. —
one hour before normal clos-
ing time.

Within two or three
moments, the front doors
were locked, and additional
security rushed in to control
whatever might happen next.
Everyone was told to leave
immediately or be arrested.

Deciding they probably
didn’t mean me, I casually
walked into the convenient
men’s room behind a pillar 15
feet away. I stayed several min-
utes until everyone had been
forced out except those deter-
mined to be arrested.

I now stood between the
guards with their backs to me
and those who had joined
hands around the monument.
For that brief moment, it was
like existing halfway between
two powerful gravitational
forces.

In another of those excep-

tional experiences that seem
to occur with regularity in my
life, I now have photos taken
from “behind” the guards, fac-
ing away from me, with all the
crowd and media at the big
glass doors of the entranceway
looking in at the protesters
with linked hands, and me.

Walking toward the huge
glass doors that were already
closed to separate those who
would act in defiance and
those who would watch and
record, I got a few more shots
as I explained I had just come
out of the restroom.

I was the last one to leave,
other than the 20 or so who
remained hand-in-hand in a
human chain around the
monument, awaiting arrest.

Stepping outside as the
doors were locked behind me,
I was immediately at the glass
doors, with several hundred
people now behind me, filling
the spaces between the
columns and trailing down the
steps and to the satellite dish-
es lined on the street below.

Some of the television and
print reporters asked me a few
questions, and I moved a bit
from time to time to allow oth-
ers to get shots inside the
rotunda, through the door
glass. 

I watched those with whom
I had chatted and exchanged
pleasantries and conversation
being turned one by one and
handcuffed. I have some
unique shots of guards hand-
cuffing people, some walked
and some of them dragging a
man away.

The citizens, media and
satellite dishes behind me
under the huge columns and
down the steps are immortal-
ized as well, as I turned around
and photographed those

watching the news they were
recording with me.

Later in the evening, the two
fire entrances were manned by
protesters blocking access by
any possible forklift arriving in
the night.

The evening devolved into
an atmosphere of the seekers
and those seeking them, the
speechmakers and the news
reporters hoping for some-
thing unique, and the overall
sense of expectation and
uncertainty that always pre-
vails when the finger is still
writing history.

There were, of course, the
songs, prayers, demonstra-
tions and impromptu speech-
es, the minor but loud con-
frontations by various advo-
cates, ever more live remotes
and magazine and newspaper
reporters seeking reaction and
opinion through the night and
determined to watch until the
scene plays itself out.

I finally left. Tired, exhilarat-
ed, buoyed by the proximity to
those who are defiant, those
who are motivated by belief in
their quest, whether for or
against, and those who strive
to bring it all to a medium that
can be shared by those not for-
tunate enough to have shared
this unique moment in time.

Alan D. Willingham is a free-
lance writer and artist who
lives in Cottondale.
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The Crimson White will accept applications through the
end of today for a senior staff reporter for the student life
desk, which covers issues relevant to the student body and
on-campus experiences.

The job requirements include writing two to three stories
per week, as well as covering breaking news when necessary
and when possible. Senior staff reporters are also expected
to cover their assigned beats closely and generate story,
photo and graphics ideas for their desk editors.

Reporters should stay in close contact with regular
sources on their assigned beats.

Students interested in applying should contact the editor
for more information or drop by the newsroom on the sec-
ond floor of the Student Media Building today to pick up an
application and sign up for an interview time. Interviews
will be conducted Friday.

All majors are welcome to apply. High school, college or
professional experience is preferred but not necessary.
Applicants should include three to four examples of their
work with their applications.

Applications are due tonight. For more information, call
the newsroom at 348-6144.
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members having already taken bids.
Wilson said during the convocation, howev-

er, that until bids are announced and new
members’ pledge period officially begins on
Sept. 12, students who have taken bids are still
known as rushees, not pledges.

Wilson ran through several issues with
prospective fraternity members at the convoca-
tion, including academics, drinking and haz-
ing.

He had high compliments for UA President
Robert Witt and tried to dissuade prospective
new greeks from taking improper actions that

would jeopardize the IFC’s relationship with
Witt.

“We do not want to mess this [relationship]
up,” Wilson said. “Your house will pay for it if
you do.”

Wilson also emphasized the opportunities
that joining a fraternity can unlock for students
at the Capstone, saying greek life can open
doors to the SGA, honor societies and Capstone
Men and Women.

“Someone in your house probably has con-
nections,” he said.

The two-day open house period of IFC Rush
will begin Wednesday. 

The social events period will be Sept. 5-7, and
bids will be announced Sept. 12.

Don Wallace, chairman of the Tuscaloosa
County GOP, filled in for Murphy and Giles.
Stephen Flaherty with Citizens for a Sound
Economy and several representatives of the
Libertarian Party also showed.

“This is the worst fiscal plan Citizens for a
Sound Economy has probably seen in the
Southeast,” Flaherty said.

State leaders who attended the University’s
rally included UA President Robert Witt; UA
System Chancellor Malcolm Portera; state Sen.
Charles Steele, D-Tuscaloosa; state Rep. Bryant
Melton, D-Tuscaloosa; Johnnie Aycock,
president of the Chamber of Commerce of West
Alabama; and Gordon Stone, executive director
of the Higher Education Partnership.

“On Sept. 9, the citizens of Alabama will have
an opportunity to go to the polls and shape the
future of our state,” Witt said. “I am confident
that all members of The University of Alabama
academic family will go to the polls and vote to
support the accountability and tax-reform
package that is so vitally important to our
University and state.”

Steele commended Riley for his courage in
bringing forth the package. 

In one of the rally’s several high-energy
speeches, he told the crowd to get “fired up”
about tax reform.

Portera appealed to the crowd by citing a
recent editorial in the Arizona Republic in
which the author expresses jealousy of the
progress Alabama could make by voting in the

tax package. Portera called Riley the most
courageous governor in America.

SGA  President Katie Boyd said the impres-
sive student turnout the rally drew shows UA
students care about making the University and
the state better.

“We cannot and we must not continue to
complain about the same types of problems
and use the same types of solutions,” Boyd said.
“The governor has issued a challenge to the
state of Alabama, and now the choice is ours.”

Drawing from Riley’s allusion to Alabama
football, Stone
compared the
tax package to
legendary Tide
football coach
Paul “Bear”
B r y a n t ’ s
implementa-
tion of the
w i s h b o n e
offense.

The rally somewhat resembled an Alabama
football game, with the Central High School
band playing and the customary Tide cheers
redone by the cheerleading squad along with
the squads from Tuscaloosa County and
Hillcrest high schools.

“Vote ‘yes,’ Alabama, vote ‘yes’!” the squads
proclaimed.

Even Big Al made an appearance, carrying a
sign reading, “Will work for peanuts.”

Not to be outdone, a group of Elvis imper-
sonators graced the crowd brandishing “vote
no” signs. Rumors circulated that the people in

the costumes were paid by anti-tax reform
groups to come to the rally.

SGA Executive Chief of Staff Robert Turner,
president of the College Democrats, said the
Elvis impersonators supported their agenda in
a cowardly way.

“If you have to disguise who you really are, I
think it shows a lot about what you’re standing
for,” he said.

Boyd said groups opposed to the plan do not
concern her. 

“I think every group has the right to express
their opinion,”
she said.

The group
assembled at
the Ferguson
Center for the
C o l l e g e
Republicans’
event made its
way to the UA
rally.

Holden McAllister, Tuscaloosa district chair-
man of the Alabama Libertarian Party, attended
the rally with a sign reading, “And the horse he
rode in on.” McAllister admitted the sign was
rude, but he thought it was necessary to voice
opposition.

“These tax-mongers have to be made
uncomfortable,” he said. “They can’t just keep
coming with plan A, plan B, plan C to raise
taxes in different ways.”

McAllister said the fact that the University
recruited a public high school band and cheer-
leaders to attend the rally is wrong and danger-

ous.
Kyle Elliott, a freshman majoring in finance,

called the University’s campaign for the plan
“awful.”

“When I have to pay my taxes and my tuition
to the University and see it go to support caus-
es I don’t like, I get offended. This is a neutral
place where free ideas reign, and to have a pro-
tax rally here is inexcusable,” he said.

Michael Staley, president of the UAB College
Republicans, attended the rally to voice his
support for the plan. He said the fact that the
state College Republicans and the Republican
Party are officially against the plan does not
mean all Republicans are against it. He said a
poll of UAB College Republicans shows his
group’s members support the package by a 2-1
ratio.

Rally planners said they were very happy
with the turnout, especially given the last-
minute change in venue due to the inclement
weather.

“I thought [the rally] was fantastic,” SGA Vice
President of External Affairs Thomas Govan
said. “I couldn’t have asked for anything better.
It just shows the dedication of the University
community and the people who came out.
They really care about voting ‘yes.’ They really
care about Alabama.”

Witt agreed.
“I think the rally was extremely successful.

The turnout was great, the enthusiasm could
not have been better, and I couldn’t be prouder
of our students,” Witt said.

Administrative Affairs Editor Tiffany
Summerville contributed to this report.
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“These tax-mongers have to be made uncomfort-
able. They can’t just keep coming with plan A,
plan B, plan C to raise taxes in different ways..”

— HOLDEN MCALLISTER

Tuscaloosa district chairman of the Alabama Libertarian Party

IFC
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By PETE IACOBELLI
The Associated Press

DARLINGTON, S.C. - Cale
Yarborough bows his head a
little when thinking about his
beloved home track,
Darlington Raceway.

For more than a half-centu-
ry, he and others in NASCAR’s
family spent Labor Day week-
end here at the Southern 500. 

That ends Sunday, when the
race slot held from the sport’s
earliest days shifts to the larg-
er, newer California Speedway
in 2004 for a nationally tele-
vised nighttime showcase.

“I don’t know,” said
Yarborough, a five-time
Southern 500 champion.
“Progress has to be made. ... I
tell you what, Labor Day week-
end will never be the same
again.”

It won’t be the same for race
teams, who’ll need
more precious
hours returning to
their East Coast
shops. 

It won’t be the
same for
Darlington offi-
cials, who’ll fight
to sell a November
race date to fans
accustomed to
tank tops and
cookouts. 

It won’t be the same for any-
one who values tradition over
modern megabucks.

“If you’re a purist, and I am,
Darlington has a lot to do with
tradition,” driver Ricky Craven
said.

It’s been that way since
Harold Brasington plowed
over some farmland to build
the 1,366-mile egg-shaped
monstrosity. 

The first Southern 500 was
run Sept. 4, 1950, with a field
of 75 cars. Time trials lasted 15
days. The race took 6 hours, 38
minutes, with Johnny Mantz
winning with an average
speed of 75.250 mph.

Hall of Fame owner Bud
Moore, competing in that his-
toric race, recalls Mantz’s car
slowly making its way around
the asphalt track without
problems while other com-
petitors were blowing tires
right and left.

“That first race in 1950 will
always be special,” he said. “I
can still see in my mind those

75 cars lined up three abreast
to start the race.”

Ever since, the track and the
date have served as a touch-
stone for the formerly
Southern-fried sport.

Kyle Petty, who once
famously said they should
turn the speedway back into a
fishing pond because of his
struggles there through the
years, grew up playing base-
ball and football in
Darlington’s infield and
watching his father, King
Richard, win the Southern 500
in 1967.

“So, yeah, love it or hate it,
that track is a big, big part of
my life,” the younger Petty
said.

And a big part of NASCAR’s
history.

Bill Elliott earned the nick-
name “Dollar Bill” when he
won the 1985 Southern 500 to

complete the first Winston
Million bonus by taking three
of the sport’s four crown jewel
events.

David Pearson is the track’s
all-time winner with 10 victo-
ries.

The late Dale Earnhardt
won six of 10 races there from
1986-90, including three
Southern 500s. 

He also incredibly passed
out at the wheel at the start of
the race in 1997.

Darrell Waltrip, who’ll be
enshrined in the National
Motorsports Press
Association’s Hall of Fame this
weekend, won his 84th and
final Winston Cup race at the
Southern 500 in 1992.

Recently, Jeff Gordon has
created the most memorable
moments. 

He won an unprecedented
four straight Southern 500s
from 1995-98, then tied
Yarborough’s mark of five with
a win here last year.

“I know a lot of people are
concerned with it moving off
that Labor Day weekend, and
that does end a long period of
tradition,” Petty said. “But
we’re still going to be there
twice a year.”

Darlington president
Andrew Gurtis expects the
realigned dates - the next
Southern 500 will run Nov. 14,
2004 - to bring a boost to an
economically depressed
region. 

Even without the race,
Labor Day tourists will fill the
area’s hotels and restaurants,
he said.

“If you still have a great
Labor Day and then add a
great November, it’s got to be a
net positive,” Gurtis said.

The track typically brings
$50 million a year to the
region, according to a 2002
study from the University of

South Carolina
commissioned
by Darlington.
Gurtis says about
60 percent of that
comes from
Labor Day week-
end.

“If you have
100,000 people
coming, it does-
n’t matter if it’s in
M a r c h ,
September or
November,” said

Tom Regan, the South
Carolina researcher who head-
ed the survey.

The change could mean
more wear and tear for drivers.
Points leader Matt Kenseth
said it was easy to slip away
from Darlington to the race
shop a couple of hours away in
North Carolina. 

Now, there’s a cross-country
trek, Kenseth said.

A race in the cool California
night should continue
NASCAR’s remarkable growth
spurt, says 1999 Southern 500
champ Jeff Burton. But he
thinks it’s a shame it comes at
the expense of a NASCAR tra-
dition.

“It’s hot; it’s slippery; it’s
slick. It’s all those things and
that’s what makes the
Southern 500 great,” Burton
said. “I do wish there was a
way to keep it here on Labor
Day weekend. On the other
hand, we’ll start some new tra-
ditions. It’ll be OK.”

Darlington’s Southern 500
says goodbye to Labor Day

“It’s hot, it’s slippery, it’s slick, it’s all those
things and that’s what makes the Southern
500 great. I do wish there was a way to
keep it here on Labor Day weekend. On the
other hand we’ll start some new traditions.
It’ll be OK.”

—- JEFF BURTON

NASCAR driver and 1999 Southern 500 champ
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Moore’s
story calm,
tiresome

By CRUTCHER DUNNAVENT

For some time now, I’ve
been amazed by the stun-
ning natural talents of Mr.
Graham Flanagan. From his
strong command of the
radio medium (scoffing at
the traditional wisdom that
radio content should pos-
sess some defining struc-
ture, or even point) to his
insightful and educational
movie reviews (with such
Pulitzer-quality lines as “It’s
no Citizen Kane”), I have
been in a state of constant
awe.

But these things pale in
comparison to his inspired
use of the visual medium.
His depiction of Marvin, a
Malleteer much like myself,
heart-wrenchingly shows
the campus what a Malleteer
is truly made of.

Amazing is his unique
visual style, obviously self-
taught. I applaud the result-
ant purity of form, unclut-
tered by the baggage of art’s
past assumptions, such as
“form.”

Equally amazing is how
Mr. Flanagan, whom I have
never actually seen in the
building, has such an inti-

mate understanding of
Mallet and of the lives lived
here.

Of course, all Malleteers
are painfully introverted,
though not above taking
advantage of drunken soror-
ity girls, as captured so well
by Mr. Flanagan in this
week’s cartoon. 

Perhaps he found a way to
understand this aspect of
our lives during the incident
depicted in “The girl from
Georgia played me weak,” an
article which ran in The
Crimson White last October,
in which Mr. Flanagan
described his painful inabili-
ty to get laid. 

I cried in shared brother-
hood when I read it.

Additionally, I’d like to
thank The CW for allowing
Mr. Flanagan this visual
medium, in which he can
express his unique views of
the Mallet Assembly. 

I would welcome the
opportunity to discuss his
art with him in person, as
would, I am sure, many
other Malleteers.

Crutcher Dunnavent is a
graduate student majoring
in computer science.

Student: Shut
up, Mr. Flanagan

Harvey Milk School fulfills
necessary role for gay students

We are writing in response to
Nick Beadle’s Aug. 25 column
(“EMTs, gay high schools,
lizards and everything in
between”).

Removing children from a
dangerous environment and

providing them with a safe
place to learn at the Harvey
Milk School is not segregation;
it is the act of saving lives. The
students who come to Harvey
Milk leave or drop out of their
traditional schools most often
as the result of real physical
violence and/or emotional
harm.

Nearly one-third of gay
teens drop out of school annu-
ally — three times the national

average. 
Gay and lesbian youths are

three times more likely to
attempt suicide than other
youths. 

Nearly 70 percent of gay and
lesbian youths report experi-
encing some form of harass-
ment or violence.

For many of these students,
the Harvey Milk School offers
the only choice they have left. 

In an ideal world, all stu-

dents would be safely integrat-
ed into New York public
schools, and there would be no
need for a place like the Harvey
Milk School. 

But in the real world, at-risk
students need a place like
Harvey Milk.

Bari J. Mattes and David K.
Mensah
Hetrick-Martin Institute
New York 

By JON GARGIS

It’s been over a week since
school started, and boy, what a
week.

We at The Crimson White
have barely rested due to near-
ly continuous coverage of sto-
ries facing our community
and state.

We kept an eye on sorority
Rush, and while most news
outlets won’t admit it, we were
the first to release the name of
Carla Ferguson, the first black
woman to pledge a tradition-
ally white sorority at the
University.

We updated coverage of 
the Roy Moore situation as it
became necessary.

And when it was
announced that a Northport
girl was missing, we, like other
news outlets, put her informa-
tion out there.

We’ve done well with our
news coverage even while
we’ve still been breaking in a
new staff, relying on paid staff
rather than volunteers to do
most of the work and endur-
ing computer problems. (Yes,
that was us in the Office of
Student Media building at 2
a.m. the other night.)

Aside from our detailed
news coverage, we spent six
hours Saturday in a staff
retreat learning how we can do
even better.

Six hours! We woke up
before lunchtime on a week-
end — even earlier than we
would wake up for church or a
gameday — so we can learn
how to do our job better.

We’ve done well, but we will
get even better. Our news staff
will cover the big stories, our
entertainment staff will bring
you more information on
what to do on the weekend,
our photo staff will show you
the world around us, and our
copy editors and design staff
will make them all look better.

We hope our opinions page
will improve, as well, and that
goal brings the reason for
today’s column.

As of Mahout (our back-to-
school edition), my column,
“Jonny Questions,” has
become “The G Force.” With
the change of title, I hope, will
come a change of attitude; this
year, I hope to create a column
feared by the dishonest and
the ignorant. By that state-
ment, I mean that I hope to
assault ridiculous policies and

p e o p l e
with a bar-
rage of
words.

I will
continue,
however, to
pen a few
items that
merit some
humor and
i n c l u d e
some light-
hearted statements in other-
wise serious pieces. One such
light piece, the second install-
ment of my “First Church of
The Bear” series (a version of
which ran online during the
summer), will run Friday.

There are already many
issues to write about, and you
can expect no shortage of top-
ics for yours truly to opine
upon.

Some of my columns will
also include a special addi-
tion: the chance for your opin-
ions to be featured. During the
year, I will end some columns
with a request for your feed-
back on a topic.

For instance, in an upcom-
ing column, I will write about
driving pet peeves; things
other drivers do on the road

that I (and you) hate. For that
column, I want you to e-mail
me your pet peeves about
drivers on the road. If I use
your opinion/thought/obser-
vation/etc., I’ll use your name
in the column, like so:

Dirk McGirk of Tuscaloosa
writes … OR Dirk M. of
Tuscaloosa writes, “I hate yel-
low cars.” So do I, Dirk.

You won’t win a prize pack,
but you will receive a free copy
of The CW in which you appear
(just pick it up at one of the
many locations on campus or
across town). You will also
receive the praise (or shame)
associated with being men-
tioned in my column from your
friends, family, classmates and
neighborhood animals.

To sound off on the topic of
the stupid things drivers do, 
e-mail me at TheGForceCW
@hotmail.com. Also, feel free
to e-mail topics of interest
you’d like to see written upon,
or anything interesting that
merits comment.

Here’s to a great year of
news coverage and the spread
of ideas.

Jon Gargis is news director of
The Crimson White.

Why at a time when our president is
calling for a lessening of student speech
codes is the University expanding them?
On  July 28 President Bush and the
Department of Education issued letters
condemning university speech codes. July
and August marked the “turnaround” in
Bush’s numbers and in public opinion
about our Iraqi presence. 

Why would Bush NOT want to crack
down on stereotypically liberal college
students, the group of citizens most likely
to criticize him? 

The answer is that Bush (despite being
one of the most outspoken conservative
presidents in recent memory) is a man
who understands civil liberties and their
importance. Bush knows that if the war on
terror costs us our most basic freedoms,
then, as has oft been repeated, “the terror-
ists win.” 

While the Bush administration is calling
for the rolling back of university speech
codes, the UA administration is diametri-
cally moving forward with a new regula-

tion controlling window and other dis-
plays. 

The new policy, which is being ironed
out in a meeting next Thursday, would
prohibit anything “inconsistent with
accepted standards or University poli-
cies.” Why is the University doing this? The
answer is its own image. 

Do not be fooled by those who would
have you believe this controvesy is about
the Confederate flag. 

In the opinion of this writer, these tur-
moils have more to do with the beer mug.
Indeed, fighting the “wild party school”
image is the most logical theme behind
much of the University’s recent activites.
The tragedy, besides of course the further
erosion of students’ rights, is that The
University is in no way a “party school.” 

Alabama has not had even an honor-
able mention in Playboy’s ranking of top
“party schools” since 1987! Likewise, it
wasn’t mentioned in the top 10 of The
Princeton Review’s “party” ranking. As
someone who’s recently been shopping

around for a job in other states, I can tell
you that the University’s name has always
elicited a positive response, especially
where business is concerned. What, then,
has the administration so concerned?
Does the University feel a crackdown on
students would encourage coaches (for
example) to be better behaved? While the
University continues to, as UA Robert
President Witt put it, “[work] very aggres-
sively in the coming year to ensure that its
image is a more accurate one,” it is the
students and their rights that will suffer.

As someone long accused of being a
long-haired hippie, I didn’t think I would
ever say this, but I agree with Bush whole-
heartedly on this issue. Speech codes need
to go. If you would like to attend the meet-
ing of the Student Life Commmitee con-
cerning this issue, or would like to give
your input, please call Ken Dunlap at 348-
3906. 

Trevor Jay is a senior majoring in 
computer science.

If it’s not worth our troops, it’s not worth your image

The ‘G Force’: New year, new title, same hairstyle

Behind the Blue Door

Letter to the Editor

The state of Alabama is in the middle of a rather
large national news story. And yet very little seems to
be happening. It’s like some sort of giant-scale dead-
lock has caught the state, making its engine — or
judicial system, whatever — sputter and die.

With the court-ordered deadline to extricate the
monument a week past, the monument has yet to be
moved off the state judicial building grounds in
Montgomery. The U.S. Supreme Court has yet to say
it’ll hear Alabama Chief Justice Roy Moore’s appeal.
The feds have yet to show up to plow over the mon-
ument and neighborhood pets with their gigantic
government bulldozer.

And though those on neither side of this issue can
yet cry, “Checkmate!” and commence the pointing
and laughing, the media coverage was everywhere,
and the nation’s eye was once again fixed unblink-
ingly upon our state. This time, it just looked a little
more bored.

The monument did indeed get moved Wednesday
… just a few anticlimactic yards away, deeper inside
the courthouse. It was an obvious move to try to kill
some of the sensationalism and emotionalism sur-
rounding this story, and it will probably work. With
the monument holding a less prominent visual posi-
tion, the state’s cameramen will have a little less with
which to work.

Boring though it may be, giving the monument a
new, less inflammatory home is probably a smart
play in the game of crisis avoidance. Protesters to the
monument’s removal, while they’ve been quite
emphatic, have shown a remarkable and commend-
able degree of control throughout the unveiling of
this soap opera’s many twists and turns. It seems
unlikely the issue will ever result in violence, proving
the moral fortitude of many in dissent of the removal.

While a gigantic monument to the Ten
Commandments might be good at being heavy, and
establishing a state religion in defiance of the First
Amendment, it falls short in providing perpetual
amusement or interest. We’re tired of dealing with it. CW/ Mac Baugher

Jon Gargis
THE G FORCE

Arnold Schwarzenegger’s new campaign poster



By SHANE SANDERSON
Staff Reporter

This year’s SGA committees
have a near balance between
independent and greek chair-
men, which SGA leaders say is
due to the group’s focus on
reaching the masses.

The demographics for the
2003-04 SGA committees
show 53 percent of the com-
mittee chairmen are inde-
pendent students and 47 per-
cent are greek. These statistics
reflect a drastic change from
last year, when 84 percent of
chairmen were greek and only
16 percent were independent.

The SGA was unable to pro-
vide The Crimson White with a
list showing which commit-
tees are headed by independ-
ents and which are headed by
greeks.

SGA President Katie Boyd
said the demographics are
mostly a result of her adminis-
tration’s “commitment to
reach all students.”

“It’s [a commitment] we’ve
made since day one,” she said.
“We have made big strides this
year to make sure more stu-
dents become a part of [the
SGA], and we will continue to
do so. We want the SGA to be
more student-oriented, more
diverse and more representa-
tive. It’s the students’ SGA.”

Boyd shares her pledge to
reach the masses with
Executive Chief of Staff Robert
Turner.

“I personally passed out
countless applications,”
Turner said. “We’re reaching
out ... to make sure actual
applications get in the hands
of students.”

In addition to personal
solicitation, Boyd and Turner
said the balanced committee
chairmanship numbers were

due in part to more ads in The
CW, the circulation of fliers
and Vice President of External
Affairs Thomas Govan’s and
Vice President of Student
Affairs Hal Mooty’s recruit-
ment of interested freshmen
at this year’s Bama Bound ori-
entation sessions.

Jackson Hataway, chairman
of the SGA’s public relations
committee and an independ-
ent student, said the Machine
– a select coalition of tradi-
tionally white fraternities and
sororities designed to influ-
ence campus politics – should
not intimidate non-greek stu-

dents interested in the SGA.
“Don’t worry about the

greeks,” he said. “If you care
about doing something on
campus, go and apply.

“Most feel that the SGA is an
out-of-touch body. That’s just
not true.”

Minority applicants for this
year’s committee chairman-
ships had a 100 percent
acceptance rate, which Turner
called wonderful.

“That’s the voice that needs
to be heard,” he said. “But I’m
still not satisfied. More
minorities should apply.”

“All of the chairs are well
qualified ... and extremely
smart,” Hataway said. “That is
indicative of the type of SGA
we have this year.”

SGA press secretary Laura
Neergaard said there are 20
SGA committees, each com-
posed of a chairman and
about 15 members.

Boyd said the newest SGA
committee deals with envi-
ronmental concerns. Other

committees include campus
safety, teacher evaluations and
Capstone Event.

Applications for positions
on this year’s SGA committees
are due Sept. 5, and commit-
tee selections will be posted
Sept. 12.

The entire SGA plans to
conduct a “campus-wide can-
vassing” campaign tonight
with the mission of personally
interacting with as many
prospective SGA members as
possible, Boyd said.

“We’re going to meet at 7 or
7:30 p.m. and personally hand
out applications to students
around campus,” she said.

Turner said he hopes future
administrations will build
upon what the present one has
done early on this year.

“Optimistically speaking, I
expect them to go above and
beyond,” he said. “I hope they
will reach out with the same
intensity so they can make
sure that every student is rep-
resented.”
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By CAITLIN TUDZIN
Staff Reporter

The University’s art gallery
in the Ferguson Center has
been relocated to a smaller
room to make space for the
growing number of students
using the Alabama Credit
Union.

The art gallery, sponsored
by University Programs, and
the Alabama Credit Union
are located in adjacent
rooms on the
second floor of
the Ferguson
Center. The
two will trade
locations to
provide the
credit union
with the larger
room.

S t e v e
Swofford, pres-
ident of the
A l a b a m a
Credit Union,
said the credit
union enlarge-
ment is an attempt to be
more responsive to students’
needs.

“Many times students had
to wait in lines that were out
the door because of the lack
of tellers in our smaller cred-
it union,” Swofford said.

The new location for the
art gallery space is smaller
and without windows.

Steven McCullar, assistant
director for University
Programs, said the gallery
will continue to showcase
student art despite its move
to the smaller location.

“The art gallery has a very
good tradition of student art
and local art, as well as a
national piece once or twice
a year,” he said.

McCullar said he hopes
this tradition will continue
with the University’s annual
student art contest. The con-

test winners’ works are put
on display in the art gallery
every spring.

Kelli Knox-Hall, assistant
director of marketing and
development for the
Ferguson Center, said sever-
al renovations will be made
to the smaller space to
ensure the quality of the
gallery is maintained. She
said the new room has
already been repainted, and
new lighting fixtures and a

new track sys-
tem will also be
installed.

Knox-Hall
said that due to
the smaller
location, small-
er exhibits will
be the art
gallery’s main
focus. She said
F e r g u s o n
Center direc-
tors are looking
for high-traffic
locations on
campus to dis-

play student art and provide
greater exposure to art.

“The Ferguson Center also
hopes to purchase some
free-standing modular dis-
plays to display art in tempo-
rary spaces in the Ferg as
well as other venues on cam-
pus,” Knox-Hall said.

The Alabama Credit
Union is a nonprofit group
that is partnered with Future
Alumni for Tradition and
Excellence, a student organi-
zation closely tied to the
National Alumni
Association.

Swofford said the credit
union’s goal is to provide stu-
dents who work at the
University with accessible
financial services. 

The credit union has
increased its number of
bank tellers from two to
three.

Ferguson Center 
art gallery relocates
to smaller room

“The art gallery
has a very good

tradition of 
student art, as well
as a national piece

once or twice a
year.”

—STEVEN MCCULLAR

Assistant director for University Programs

Independent upsurge in SGA committees

Check out The
Crimson White on
the Web 
at www.cw.ua.edu.

“Don’t worry about the
greeks. If you care
about doing something
on campus, go and
apply.”

— JACKSON HATAWAY

Chairman of the SGA’s public relations committee



By JOAN GARRETT
Senior Staff Reporter

This story is the second of a
two-part series outlining SGA
executive officers’ plans for the
year.

Silberberg aims to start
with activity, visibility

The SGA Senate’s first for-
mal meeting will be tonight,
and Executive Vice President
Joshua Silberberg, who pre-
sides over
the student
g o v e r n -
ment’s leg-
i s l a t i v e
b r a n c h ,
said two
items the
Senate will
c o n c e n -
trate on
this year
are activity
and visibility.

Silberberg said he believes
the Senate has already started
off with a bang by beginning
activities that benefit incom-
ing students. He said College
of Arts and Sciences Sen.
Brinkley Serkedakis has
expanded the Violence Against
Women project started by last
year’s Senate and has imple-
mented, through a partner-
ship with the Panhellenic
Association, the dispersal of
rape whistles by Women’s
Resource Center officials to
women moving into residence
halls.

Silberberg said College of
Communication and
Information Sciences Sen.
David Smith attended every
Bama Bound session this
summer to mingle with

incoming freshmen, embody-
ing the outreach the SGA is
hoping to have toward stu-
dents this year.

“Students are going to know
who their senators are and
where and when to meet them
to express their opinions,”
Silberberg said. “We are going
to be much more visible,
much more accountable than
we have been in the past.”

Demeranville wants more
accessible financial side

Vice President of Financial
Affairs Hardy Demeranville
said he and advisers are
reviewing the Financial Affairs
Committee guidelines estab-
lished when the student gov-
ernment was reinstated in
1996.

He said he wanted to make
sure the guidelines were being
followed and that nothing was
out of date before the FAC’s
first meeting Sept. 8.

Demeranville said Susan
Caples, the Office of the Dean
of Students’ director of admin-
istrative and fiscal affairs, and
Valerie Phillips, associate dean
of students, will advise the FAC
a b o u t
funding. He
said the
two advis-
ers have
made the
accounting
p r o c e s s
much easi-
er.

The SGA
is planning
many fund-raising events this
year. Demeranville said one of
the first big fund-raising
events will be the War of the
Wings at Wednesday’s Get On

Board Day on the Quad. He
said the competition, in which
local restaurants compete for
the title of “best wings,” will
give students the opportunity
to pay $5 for all the wings they
can eat and vote on their
favorite.

Demeranville also said he
will focus on making the FAC
more accessible this year
through an improved SGA
Web site by including a link for
financial aid applications. He
said information regarding
financial aid applications will
be distributed at the SGA town
hall meeting Sept. 4 and the
Straight to the Top forum Sept.
22.

Reynolds plans to work
on newsletter, Web site

Executive Secretary Wesley
Reynolds said his main goals
this year will consist of an SGA
e-mail newsletter, which will
be sent out periodically to
inform students of the Senate’s
activity and student govern-
ment-sponsored events, and
revamping the SGA Web site.

He said he will be working
on the new Web site the whole
semester and hopes to have
the revamp finished by
December.

“We want to make the Web
site a place where students
would want to go and would
want to check out what’s going
on in their SGA,” Reynolds
said.

Along with Senate propos-
als, opinion polls and places to
post safety issues, the Web site
will have menus from local
restaurants and links to infor-
mation important to students.

The Web site was revamped
once under the SGA President

J e r e m i a h
Arsenault’s
a d m i n i s -
t r a t i o n .
T h a t
a d m i n i s -
t r a t i o n ’s
e x e c u t i v e
secretar y,
T o n i t a
R o m e r o ,
m a d e
numerous promises during
her campaign and in her early
days in office about what she
wanted to do with the student
government’s Internet outlet.
Ultimately, few of her planned
initiatives were accomplished.
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Silberberg, Demeranville, Reynolds discuss SGA plans

Joshua Silberberg

Hardy Demeranville

Wesley Reynolds

Group convinces AD to
divide visitors’ section in
Bryant-Denny stadium
By KACI LANE HANDLEY
Staff Reporter

As football season begins, more
than 300 students will attend every
home and away game dressed alike,
standing up, cheering, passing out
shakers and encouraging others to
get involved and make noise.  

The Alabama Yell Crew’s goal is to
support school spirit for the foot-
ball team with its mission state-
ment to make Bryant-Denny
Stadium the loudest, most intimi-
dating stadium in the nation.

The group’s most recent action
was suggesting to athletics director
Mal Moore that the visitors’ seating
section be split up among the stadi-
um. As a result, the athletics depart-
ment decided to divide the visitors’
section beginning this season.

President Brian Murphy joined
Yell Crew three years ago when the
organization was first established
and also served as an officer last
year.

“Our long-term goal is to have
everyone in the student section
wearing the same shirt, intimidat-

ing the hell out of every other
team,” Murphy said.

Murphy said the organization
began as a group of students and
alumni, but went through a com-
plete overhaul last year, boosting
membership status and winning
two UA awards.

“We’ve been one of the largest
membership organizations on
campus,” Murphy said. “Last year
we were above 300, which went
over our [stadium] seating allot-
ment.”

The University awarded last
year’s Yell Crew president, Trent
Willis, with Officer of the Year hon-
ors. Yell Crew was also named
Student Organization of the Year in
the recreational category, in which
the group competed against others
such as Mark’s Madness, the crew
team and University Programs.

The organization brought the
“meat pole” back to the University.
Yell Crew puts up the pole at the
end of each Crimson Tide victory, at
home and on the road. 

“It disappeared for a while, and
we brought it back last year,”
Murphy said. “It has a pennant for
each one of the teams we have
defeated.”

Yell Crew gets involved with com-
munity services by working with
Crimson Tide Sports Marketing on

game days to pass out promotional
items and by helping the band
move equipment.

During the off-season, the group
takes on a special project each year.
Yell Crew promoted school spirit
last year with the Shaun Alexander
Family Foundation. 

Yell Crew’s game day coordinator,
Candace White, said the group tries
to do as much community service
as its limited capacity will allow.

“Whatever we do to remold and
reshape is to make this organiza-
tion grow for the University to sup-
port what we want to do, which is
support our school spirit and wreak
havoc in Bryant-Denny Stadium,”
White said.

Murphy said the group is focused
on gaining new members. Yell Crew
keeps a database of previous mem-
bers’ e-mails, chalks the Quad, puts
up fliers and makes public service
announcements over the campus
radio.

Students first have a chance to
join the organization on sign-up
day Friday at 1 p.m. in Coleman
Coliseum. There will be another
opportunity on Sept. 3 at Get on
Board day on the Quad or by visit-
ing the Yell Crew Web site at
www.yellcrew.com. Members have
the option of becoming a regular
member or part of the committee.

Regular members pay a $15
membership fee and receive a
reserved stadium seat and an offi-
cial Yell Crew T-shirt. Committee
m e m b e r s
pay $130 and
receive the
same bene-
fits in addi-
tion to any
promotional
items given
to promote
spirit, a Nike
Yell Crew
pullover, a
paid trip to
the Ole Miss
game in
Oxford and a
spot carrying the “A” flag around the
field.

“The committee membership is
an application process, and we take
the top 40,” Murphy said. “One of
the main jobs of our committee is
running the ‘A’ flag.”

Other Yell Crew officers include
Vice President Brad Woods, Junior
Vice President Putter Burcham,
Secretary-Treasurer A.J. Thompson
and committee chairwoman
Brandi Law. Karin Lee, coordinator
of student development and life
skills for the athletics department,
is the group’s adviser.

Alabama Yell Crew getting ready for season

“Our long-term goal is
to have everyone in the

student section 
wearing the same

shirt, intimidating the
hell out of every other

team.”
—BRIAN MURPHY

Yell Crew president

By ERICA WERNER 
The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Arnold
Schwarzenegger spelled out
his views on issues ranging
from abortion to taxes on talk
shows Wednesday, bowing to
weeks of criticism that the
action star’s campaign has
been all style and no sub-
stance.

Schwarzenegger’s com-
ments on several social issues
were his most detailed to date
in his bid to replace Gov. Gray
Davis in the Oct. 7 recall elec-
tion. 

But he did not give a posi-
tion on affirmative action or
Proposition 54, an initiative on
the recall ballot that would
ban collection of most racial
data by state institutions. 

The Republican said he is in
favor of legalizing marijuana
for medicinal purposes, abor-
tion rights, an assault-
weapons ban and background
checks on gun purchases. 

Schwarzenegger
lays out his
opinions on
abortion, drugs 



By CRAIG S. WYSOCK
Senior Sports Reporter

The Alabama women’s soc-
cer team will try to kick off the
season on the right foot this
weekend, visiting two in-state
opponents in three days.

The season opener, sched-
uled for 7 p.m. Friday, will take
place in Jacksonville and will
pit the Crimson Tide against
the Jacksonville State
Gamecocks.

The second game, a Sunday
afternoon affair in
Birmingham, has Alabama
going up against the UAB
Blazers.

Alabama coach Don Staley
said both teams have
improved a great deal from
last year. But the coach knows
where he would like his team
to be after Sunday.

“I call it like I see it, and if
I’m not going into a game
thinking my girls can win,
something’s wrong,” he said.
“One thing is for certain: My
team will be very aggressive.
We’re not backing down from
anyone.”

Beginning the season on the
road might seem daunting to
some programs, but Staley 
utilized a preseason game in
Huntsville to alleviate the
road-game jitters to which
some teams succumb.

The Tide won a hard-fought
game against the Samford
Bulldogs, 2-1, on two goals by
senior midfielder Katie

Holtzapfel. Alabama was also
able to get many of its new
athletes invaluable collegiate
experience.

Due to several injuries to
key veterans, Staley said he
expects every one of his fresh-
men to see playing time this

Tomorrow:

• Check out The Crimson White’s special Gameday 
edition for complete coverage of Alabama’s 
season opener against South FloridaSports
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Women’s soccer team
opens season Friday

Alabama special teams
to be inexperienced,
but coaches confident
By CHARLIE GASNER
Assistant Sports Editor

After special teams coach
Dave Ungerer got to look at his
kickers and punters in training
camp, he has apparently 
settled upon three of them to
handle the kicking duties
Saturday.

Junior Brian Bostick has
edged out senior Kyle
Robinson for the top 
placekicking slot on the depth
chart. Junior Bo Freelend gets
the nod over sophomore
Jeremy Schatz at punter, and
freshman Jeff Aul will handle
the kickoffs.

Ungerer said the kickers he

picked as starters demonstrat-
ed more consistency, but he’s
comfortable with all of them.

“I feel really good about the
guys we have,” he said.

Last season’s placekicking
battle between Bostick and
Robinson continued into this
year. 

Robinson appeared to have
a slight lead after spring 
practice, but that became
irrelevant when special teams
coach Aaron Price left town
with his exiled father.

Bostick was Alabama’s most
accurate kicker last year, hit-
ting six of eight field goals to
Robinson’s six of 10 and
Michael Ziifle’s six of 10. But
range was a problem for
Bostick, who only attempted
— and missed — one kick
longer than 40 yards.

“I think I’ve gotten stronger
in my kicking leg,” said
Bostick, who worked with

strength coach Ben Pollard in
the off-season to improve his
distance. 

Ungerer said he felt 
comfortable sending him in
for kicks in the mid-40-yard
range, and possibly beyond
that. 

“I think he has [improved
from a longer distance]. He hit
the ball a little bit low on
longer kicks before,” Ungerer
said.

Freelend is listed as the 
No. 1 punter, but head coach
Mike Shula said his spot might
not be set in stone, as Schatz is
a close second on the depth
chart.

“I’m still not sure how it will
be. We feel good about both
guys,” Shula said.

If Freelend is the choice,
he’ll follow in the Lane
Bearden tradition of a 

Bostick, Freelend, Aul 
lead kicking battles

AU’s Tuberville focusing energy
toward maintaining chemistry
By ZSAQUISE GLENN
Sports Reporter

All the preseason 
publications rank Auburn
high on their lists, but
Tigers head coach Tommy
Tuberville is playing dumb.

“I don’t know how good
we’ll be,” Tuberville said.
“We are running the same
offense and defense for the
second year in a row. You
win it with your offense and
defensive lines. On the
offensive line, we have

some inexperience, but we
have some good football 
players.”

Despite the obvious depth
of talent, Tuberville has been
quick to point out it is a special
bond within a team that 
creates champions, not talent
alone.

“[Winning a championship]
has a lot to do with chemistry,”
Tuberville said. “Defining
chemistry is being unselfish.
Football is a team sport, and

See AUBURN, Page 9

See KICKING, Page 9

See SOCCER, Page 9

SEC

2002 Finish: 9-4, 5-3 SEC;
Defeated Penn State in Capital One
Bowl.
Projected Finish: 1st in West.
2003 Outlook: Quartet of run-
ning backs raise expectations in
Auburn. Can head coach Tommy
Tuberville, who has never lost more
than four games yet never won
more than nine, live up to them?

Preview

UA/ Kent Gidley
Alabama junior Brian Bostick was named the starting placekicker by special teams coach Dave Ungerer on Tuesday. Bostick hit six of eight f ield goals and
four of f ive extra points for a total of 22 points last season. Bostick also holds the Alabama team record with a 4.81-second 40-yard dash time. 



By MAGEN HUGHES
Senior Sports Reporter

Don’t expect sophomore
quarterback Brodie Croyle to
puke this weekend.

“I really don’t know why I
don’t get that nervous out
there,” Croyle said. “My whole
family gets nervous, though.
My dad used to puke before
games, and my sister used to
get really nervous before her
basketball games.”

Croyle is choosing not to
follow in his dad’s footsteps,
who played for Alabama coach
Paul “Bear” Bryant, or his sis-
ter, Reagan, who played bas-
ketball for the Crimson Tide.

That’s not to say Croyle 
hasn’t had some moments of
anxiety on the field. 

As an eighth-grade starting
varsity quarterback, Croyle
was terrified before his first
high school game. Weighing
only 150 pounds, the Rainbow

City native had a long night
complete with three intercep-
tions.

“It was a good learning
experience; I learned how to
duck,” Croyle said.

Croyle seems to perform
well under pressure, though
his nerves may have told
another tale in his first colle-
giate game against Oklahoma.

“Brodie doesn’t get rattled
easily,” senior wide receiver
Triandos Luke said. “I 
remember his first game last
year; he was definitely a little
nervous during that one.”

Croyle was one for three
that day, but he quickly
became only the second 
freshman quarterback to pass
for more than 1,000 yards in a
season since 1979 with 1,046
passing yards. 

He threw four consecutive
100-plus-yard games versus
Arkansas (285), Georgia (197),
Ole Miss (179) and Tennessee

(128).
“The [Oklahoma] game was

kind of a blur, but after that
things started to kind of slow
down,” Croyle said. “That’s not
to say that Southern Miss was
any fun either.”

If Croyle experienced a
crash course at 
quarterbacking, then fellow
sophomore quarterback
Spencer Pennington has had
the luxury of slowly 
acclimating to the position.

Pennington saw action in
six games in 2002, attempting
one pass for 1 yard against
Vanderbilt. 

Pennington also rushed
three times for 11 yards in the
same game against the
Commodores. The Fayette
native will likely see more
action this season, but the
starting position is Croyle’s
barring injury.

Redshirt freshman quarter-
back Brandon Avalos is also
eagerly awaiting some action
on the field this year. 

Avalos, a standout at
Tuscaloosa’s Hillcrest High
School, doubles as an
Alabama baseball player in the
spring. 

He missed some of former
head coach Mike Price’s spring
practice due to an emergency
appendectomy.

The latest buzz is around
former Miami quarterback
Marc Guillon, who transferred
this week after getting stuck
behind two other probable
starters on the depth chart.

Guillon signed with
Alabama and enrolled in 
classes Monday, just ahead of
the deadline for fall 
enrollment. The 6-foot-4-inch,
190-pound California native is
the last of Alabama’s 18 fall
scholarships allowed. 

In accordance with transfer
rules, Guillon will be sidelined
one year before he will be
allowed to join the team as a
redshirt freshman in 2004.

Guillon was originally
courted by the Tide, but chose
to go to Miami and follow high
school teammate Ken Dorsey.
He played a minimal amount
in just two games before 
sustaining a shoulder injury

and receiving a medical 
redshirt. Shula is pleased with
what he has seen so far.

“As far as his arm, I think
that he is smooth; he has a
quick release and a strong
arm,” Shula said. “I have a
couple of friends in Miami
that have coached him and
like what he does.”

Shula said he is excited
about having Croyle as his
starting quarterback and is
ready to see if Croyle’s calm
persona in practice will carry
over to the field.

“I would say that he is 
probably more on the 
laid-back side,” Shula said.
“That, to me, is what makes
him so exciting to watch.”
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QUARTERBACKS
PROJECTED STARTER:

QQBB–– Brodie Croyle (Soph., 6-3, 200)

TOP RESERVES: 

QQBB – Spencer Pennington (Soph., 6-4, 227)
QQBB – Brandon Avalos (RFr., 6-0, 188)

THE SKINNY: Called for by fans to start since he stepped
foot on campus, Croyle now has the chance to start without the
distraction of being involved in any type of controversy. One of
the highest-rated prep quarterbacks to come out of Alabama in
recent memory shined in the spring, and coach Mike Shula has
repeatedly praised him in fall reviews.

WATCH OUT FOR: Brandon Avalos.
The redshirt freshman is the fastest of the
Crimson Tide quarterbacks, and his athleti-
cism will be used in some shape, form or
fashion this fall. He’s been working as a
“gunner” on punt coverage and played wide
receiver one year in high school. But don’t be
fooled by the jargon – Shula said that Avalos
has the tools to be a successful pocket pass-
er.

FINAL ANALYSIS: Croyle passed for over 1,000 yards as
a freshman. In 13 games he should double that mark, provided
he stays healthy.

–Compiled by Drew Champlin

2003 Preview

Brandon Avalos

QB Croyle stays cool behind center
“I would say he is probably more on the 
laid-back side. That, to me, is what makes him
so exciting to watch.”

— MIKE SHULA

Alabama head football coach

Check out the 
entertainment

scene today, 
Page 12

Smoltz put on DL
has a major league-best 44 this
season and was on pace to
beat the all-time mark of 57 set
in 1990 by Bobby Thigpen.

The Braves have the best
record in the majors at 
84-47, and they have a 
14-game lead in the NL East.

“This is classic tendonitis,”
said Smoltz, who’s had 
problems warming up
because of the ailment. “You
have to do more to pitch less.”

“I want to pitch in the 
postseason at my best,” he
said. “If this was a four-game
lead, I wouldn’t be doing this.
This is a luxury thing.”

Chandler took Smoltz to see
orthopedic surgeon Dr. James
Andrews in Birmingham, earli-
er Wednesday. After an 
examination that included an
MRI test, Andrews made the
diagnosis.

Smoltz is 0-2 this season
with an ERA of 0.89 and three
blown saves. He hasn’t pitched
since Saturday in Colorado. 

By KEITH PARSONS 
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Atlanta Braves
closer John Smoltz went on
the disabled list Wednesday
with tendonitis in his right
elbow, probably derailing
his chances of breaking the
single-season save record.

Team physician Dr. Joe
Chandler stressed several
times that the condition is
not serious and said Smoltz
is not expected to have any
lingering effects when he
returns Sept. 7.

Smoltz, who had recon-
structive surgery on his
right elbow in 2000, will rest
completely for seven days.

“This is an enforced 
period of rest that John 
otherwise wouldn’t take,”
Chandler said. “This takes it
out of his hands. This is not
a serious problem.”

A year after setting the NL
record with 55 saves, Smoltz



weekend.
“We’re going to have three kids out for sure

due to injury, and two others that will be very
limited if they even play at all,” Staley said.

The depth the Tide players and coaching
staff spoke so highly of during the preseason
will come into play this weekend with many of
the fresh faces getting their trials by fire
against tough competition.

Staley categorized the Gamecocks as a
young team that has made leaps and bounds
skill-wise from some of its previous seasons.
He also said it was a very disciplined team that
should give his group a good opportunity to
see where the Tide stands both offensively
and defensively. 

UAB, on the other hand, is “loaded,” Staley
said. The Blazers just beat the defending SEC
East champion Tennessee Lady Volunteers 
4-0 in their final preseason tune-up.

“We’ve got the utmost respect for what
they’re doing [at UAB],” Staley said. “It will
certainly be a tough task neutralizing their
offensive attack. The core of their team is
great. It should be a real test.”

It will be a test, definitely. But with the right
preparation, Staley expects his team to pass
with flying colors.

The Tide will return to the Capstone late
Friday night and will go through a 
walk-through Saturday in preparation for the
high-powered Blazer attack. The coaching
staff will make the necessary adjustments
from Friday night’s game in hopes of 
obtaining a solid game plan and enabling 
victory Sunday.

fullback-sized punter. 
Freelend stands 6 feet 4

inches and weighs 257
pounds. He averaged 44.5
yards on two punts during A-
Day.

Schatz hit a 37-yarder on his
only punt of the spring game.
Ungerer said he emphasizes
not only distance, but also

hang time, and expects his
punter to kick about a mid-40
yard punt that hangs for about
4.2 to 4.5 seconds. 

He said he has been

impressed by Freelend’s per-
formance lately.

“I think he’s been pretty
steady all through camp,”
Ungerer said.

Aul, who Ungerer described
as “a kid we found in the sum-
mer,” is listed as one of three
freshman starters. (Kick
returner Ramzee Robinson
and defensive tackle Jeremy
Clark are the others.) 

Aul described himself as
someone who “did it all” in
high school — including play-
ing wide receiver — so he
competed for both the punt-
ing and kickoff jobs. 

Aul said Ungerer empha-
sized not trying to kick the ball
out of the end zone, but
instead aiming for “coverage
kicks” that hang up long
enough for Alabama tacklers
to get downfield. 

And even if Aul’s first college
kick is the very first play of this
season, he said he’s ready to
go.

“I still don’t even know [if
I’m the kickoff specialist], but I
feel confident,” Aul said.
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SPECIAL TEAMS
PROJECTED STARTERS:

PP –– Bo Freelend (Jr., 6-4, 257)
PPKK –– Brian Bostick (Jr., 5-10, 213)
KKOO –– Jeff Aul (RFr., 6-2, 213)
SSNN –– Nick Ridings (Sr., 6-0, 250)
HH –– Spencer Pennington (Soph., 6-4, 227)
KKRR –– Ramzee Robinson (RFr., 5-9, 181)
KKRR//PPRR –– Triandos Luke (Sr., 5-11, 191)

TOP RESERVES: 

KK – Kyle Robinson (Jr., 5-19, 181)
PP –– Jeremy Schatz (Soph., 5-7, 151)
HH – Gabe Giardina (RFr., 5-6, 172)

THE SKINNY: Inexperience, inexperience, inexperience.
Bo Freelend has the daunting task of replacing the irreplacable
Lane Bearden, and he has a better chance of being mistaken for
a defensive end than a punter. Bostick had experience last year,
while Aul redshirted. The return game should be solid with Luke
and Ramzee Robinson.

WATCH OUT FOR: Nick Ridings. While
inconsistency abounds in the Crimson Tide
special teams, Ridings is one of the best in
the country at deep snapping.

FINAL ANALYSIS: This group has a lot
to prove in a short amount of time.

Compiled by Drew Champlin

2003 Preview

KICKING
Continued from Page 7

“I think [Bostick] has [improved from a longer
distance]. He hit the ball a little bit low on
longer kicks before.”

– DAVE UNGERER

Alabama special teams coach

Nick Ridings

Check out the 
entertainment
scene today,

Page 12

one player doesn’t win for you.”
One player might not, but how about four?

The Tigers boast a backfield stocked with 
talent and experience in juniors Ronnie
Brown and Carnell Williams, 2002 Iron Bowl
hero Tre Smith and transfer Brandon Jacobs, a
6-foot-4-inch, 257-pound bruiser who was
named to the J.C. Grid-Wire Junior College
All-America team after rushing for 1,899 yards
and 20 touchdowns on 267 carries.

“We have a lot of running backs,” Tuberville
said. “Those guys have to understand their
role and what they can do to help this team to
win.

“Every football team is different, and it does
not matter if all of the players from last year
are back. When they line up for that first
game, they must have something called
chemistry. I don’t know how this team will
handle it, but they must maintain that 
chemistry for more than the first two or three
games.”

Tuberville’s goals have changed during his
tenure at Auburn. The year before he 
arrived, the Tigers went 3-8 and finished last
in the Western Division. Now Tuberville hopes
to get his program ranked in the top 10 or 
15 every year.

“Now our team has to play with confidence,
and we feel like when we take the field, we can
win the game,” Tuberville said. “This 

year, whether we do it or not, our team will
have that feeling.”

Tuberville has spoken highly of his 
quarterbacks, including Josh Sullivan and
Brandon Cox, who will battle for the backup
position behind starter Jason Campbell.

“Josh Sullivan knows a lot more about
what’s going on, and he had a good spring
practice,” Tuberville said.

Brandon Cox was signed by the Tigers last
year. Family problems forced Cox to drop out
of the program for a short period of time, but
now he is back on the roster. 

“[Cox] had a tremendous spring practice,
and he is getting better every day,” Tuberville
said. 

“Brandon Cox is a lot further along than I
would have ever expected.”

The fifth-year Auburn coach has three wide
receivers this year that could have the 
opportunity to be All-SEC if they stay healthy.

“I’m very excited about the receivers, and I
know Jason Campbell is, too,” Tuberville said.

There is one receiver who stands out to
Tuberville: Courtney Taylor, who Tuberville
said has had a tremendous spring practice.

The Tigers have the makeup of a 
championship-caliber team. 

The big question is, will they be as good as
advertised? Tuberville might have answered
that question when he said, “We will have to
wait and see.”

Assistant Sports Editor Alex Merritt 
contributed to this report.

AUBURN
Continued from Page 7

SOCCER
Continued from Page 7

Alabama
women’s

soccer coach
Don Staley
enter’s his

10th year at
the

Capstone.
Over that

span, Staley
has

ammassed a
record of
94-77-7.

CW/ File



By CASSANDRA MICKENS
Senior Staff Reporter

The following crimes were
reported to the University of
Alabama Police Department
between Aug. 20 and
Tuesday:

A weed trimmer worth
$300 was stolen from the
driveway behind McLure
Education Library on
Thursday.

A Motorola cell phone
worth $103 was stolen from
the serving counter at the
Ferguson Center dining room
Friday.

The same day, the rear dri-
ver’s side window of a 1997
red Honda Civic was dam-
aged. 

A purse containing $50 in
cash, a Regions Bank check-
book, a Citizens Bank of
Fayette checkbook, an
Alabama driver’s license and
a Parisian Gold credit card
were also stolen from the

vehicle.
Harassing communica-

tions were reported at the
Kappa Delta sorority house
Saturday.

A bag containing a leafy
green substance, stems and
seeds was recovered from 208
Gordon Palmer Hall on
Sunday.

The rear and front driver’s
side doors of a 2000 red
Volkswagen Jetta was dam-
aged in the New Hall rear
parking lot Sunday.

On Tuesday, $120 was

stolen from a student’s room
in Julia Tutwiler Hall.

A driver’s side fog lamp
worth $300 was stolen from a
1999 maroon Mercury
Cougar at Bryce Lawn
Apartments on Tuesday.
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Campus sees thefts this week

Check out
what’s 

happening 
on the 

entertainment
scene today, Page 12

By ANGELA K. BROWN
The Associated Press 

WACO, Texas — Former Baylor
basketball player Carlton
Dotson was indicted
Wednesday on a charge of
murdering his former team-
mate and roommate Patrick
Dennehy, and prosecutors
began the process of extradit-
ing him to Texas.

The grand jury heard evi-
dence for about 90 minutes
before handing up an indict-
ment against Dotson, who has
been jailed in his home state
of Maryland since his July 21
arrest.

The indictment, which con-
tained a single murder count,
alleges Dotson shot Dennehy
on or about June 12.
Dennehy’s body was found in
a field southeast of town 
July 25.

He had been shot twice in
the head, according to an
autopsy report.

District Attorney John
Segrest and other law enforce-
ment officials have refused to
discuss motive, which is not
mentioned in the one-page
indictment. The maximum
penalty for the murder count
is life in prison.

Segrest’s office on
Wednesday began the paper-
work to formalize a request to
Gov. Rick Perry’s office to seek
Dotson’s extradition. If Dotson
continues to contest extradi-

tion, a judge in Maryland will
schedule a hearing.

“How long it will take to
secure his presence here is
anybody’s guess,” Segrest said.

The grand jury met twice,
Segrest said. Dotson’s
estranged wife, Melissa
Kethley, testified Aug. 13, and
McLennan County sheriff’s
investigator Clay Perry and
Waco police detective Bob
Fuller testified Wednesday.

Kethley’s mother, Pam
Bayuk, said the family had
been expecting the indict-
ment.

“We just didn’t know why it
took so long,” Bayuk said
Wednesday.

Kethley has said she last saw
her husband when he drove
Dennehy’s vehicle to visit her
in Sulphur Springs the night of
June 12 — the same day
Dennehy was last seen on
campus.

The couple ate dinner and
Dotson said he wanted to rec-
oncile, Bayuk said. He then
became paranoid and told
Kethley not to use her cell
phone or tell anyone he was
there, Bayuk said.

Early that evening, friends
reported seeing Dennehy and
Dotson at a fast-food restau-
rant in Waco, about 140 miles
from Sulphur Springs. One of
his friends has said he talked
to Dennehy on the phone June
14, but investigators believe
he has the wrong date.

Dennehy’s disappearance
and the naming of Dotson as a
“person of interest” in the case
rocked Baylor and prompted
intense scrutiny of its basket-
ball program.

Basketball coach Dave Bliss
and athletics director Tom
Stanton resigned Aug. 8.
School investigators said they
discovered that two players
were receiving improper
financial aid and staff mem-
bers did not properly report
failed drug tests.

In late July and early August,
Bliss told players to lie to
investigators and imply that
Dennehy was dealing drugs,
according to conversations
secretly recorded by an assis-
tant coach. After the tapes
were made public Aug. 15,
Bliss said he had heard stories
about Dennehy but was
wrong in trying to falsely por-
tray him as a drug dealer.

Also Wednesday, Jesse
Jackson urged the internation-
al basketball community to
ban Bliss from coaching.

“He perpetuated a racial
stereotype by casting young
Dennehy as a drug pusher,”
Jackson said in a statement
posted on his Web site. “His lie
was based on belief that peo-
ple would accept that
Dennehy, a black man, was a
thug who sold drugs.”

A campus memorial service
was planned for Dennehy
tonight.

Dotson indicted in slaying of former teammate

By MARCIA DUNN 
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Columbia
investigation board did not go
far enough in its recommend-
ed safety changes, one of the
investigators says in a supple-
mental report that urges NASA
to strengthen shuttle inspec-
tions and correct mechanical
problems that were unrelated
to the disaster but could cause
another.

Air Force Brig. Gen. Duane

Deal said Wednesday he felt
compelled to highlight these
issues after they ended up
being buried, downplayed or
dropped from the final report
of the Columbia Accident
Investigation Board.

“I feel an obligation that if I
know of something that could
cause the next accident that’s
waiting to happen and I didn’t
bring it forward, that’s when I
wouldn’t be able to look myself
in the mirror,” Deal said in an
interview with The Associated

Press.
Deal stressed that his 

10-page supplement, which
will appear in an upcoming
volume of appendices, is not a
dissenting opinion. It started
out as a minority opinion a
week ago, he acknowledged,
but many of the 12 other
board members jumped on
board.

“We are all very proud of
this report,” he said of the rec-
ommendations made public
Tuesday. 

Columbia investigator: Report did not go far enough



Liu, has said the film is so vio-
lent, she wouldn’t be surprised
if people walked out. Needless
to say, you may want to skip
lunch before taking in QT’s lat-
est masterpiece.

4) Intolerable Cruelty — The
latest film from the Coen
brothers sports an impressive
cast with names like Catherine
Zeta-Jones, George Clooney,
Billy Bob Thornton and Cedric
the Entertainer. It involves a
divorce lawyer that frames a
woman so her husband can
avoid a divorce settlement,
but then gets conned himself

by the slighted bride when she
decides to get revenge by mar-
rying and divorcing him.
Confusing, yes, but with the
Coen brothers behind it, you
can be sure it will have enough
slick dialogue and funny char-
acters to satisfy even the pick-
iest of movie-lovers.

5) The Last Samurai — After
a yearlong break from the big
screen, Tom Cruise returns
with something a little differ-
ent than he’s used to — a mili-
tary period film. Cruise stars
as a 19th-century American
military officer sent over to
Japan to train troops during a
time of conflict. As he learns
more about the samurai cul-
ture, he comes to appreciate

and understand the compli-
cated system of honor under
which they live. Knowing the
quality of Cruise’s work over
the past few years, this film
should be something to look
forward to.

6) The Alamo — The latest
historical epic to hit the big
screen, The Alamo stars
Dennis Quaid, Billy Bob
Thornton and Jason Patric as
the ill-fated trio of Sam
Houston, Davey Crockett and
Jim Bowie, respectively. I hope
this historical re-enactment
will be a little better than
Michael Bay’s abysmal Pearl
Harbor.

7) School of Rock — How

about this for a comedy: Jack
Black is a substitute teacher at
a private school. As long as
Tenacious D is on the sound-
track, I’ll be happy.

8) Runaway Jury — This lat-
est John Grisham thriller stars
the always entertaining John
Cusack, the always gorgeous
Rachel Weisz and two of
Hollywood’s greatest — Dustin
Hoffman and Gene Hackman.
I love seeing two powerhouse
actors duke it out on screen,
and these two should be a fas-
cinating pairing.

9) Cold Mountain —
Looking for this holiday sea-
son’s epic drama with the all-
star cast of the year? How

about a Civil War epic with
Renee Zellweger, Nicole
Kidman, Jude Law, Natalie
Portman, Phillip Seymour
Hoffman, Giovanni Ribisi and,
yes, even Jack White from The
White Stripes. This movie
redefines all-star casting.

10) Alien — Technically this
is not a new release, but when
I heard that Ridley Scott’s 1979
sci-fi horror masterpiece was
being re-released on
Halloween, I had to include it
on the list. Don’t miss your
chance to let your inner-
squealing-little-girl out in
front of the big screen.

Look for full coverage from
The CW movie critics on all of

these movies and more all
semester long.
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Get in the
MOOD for    

et’s face it: Not every student has that unique ear
for music that screams, “Yippee!” when the
Celebrity Concert Series schedule becomes avail-
able.

Celebrities in the music genre such as Empire
Brass, Olga Kern and Kronos Quartet may not evoke quite
the same response from people as
someone such as, say, Vanilla Ice.
It would be a safe guess that most
UA students have no clue who any
of the three performers men-
tioned above are or what exactly
they do in their respective field.

“The Celebrity Concert Series
provides an educational opportu-
nity, attracts members of the local
community and provides expo-
sure for the School of Music and
the College of Arts [and Sciences],”
said Alexis Clark, marketing sup-
port assistant for the School of
Music. “Each of these musicians is
[a celebrity] in their own right.”

Beginning this year’s Concert
Series will be Empire Brass,
scheduled to perform Oct. 14. The
ensemble is composed of Rolf Smedvig, trumpet; Marc
Brian Reese, trumpet; Michelle Perry, French horn; Greg
Miller, French horn; and Mark Hetzler, trombone.

“We have had a lot of calls about all of the performanc-
es,” Clark said. “This year we’ve had a really overwhelm-
ing response, especially an interest in the Empire Brass.”

According to Empirebrass.com, the ensemble “enjoys
an international reputation as North America’s finest
brass quintet, renowned for its brilliant virtuosity and the
unparalleled diversity of its repertoire.”

Empire Brass has performed across the United States,
in addition to playing in the Far East 13 times and per-
forming regularly in Europe.

The second performer in the series will be Olga Kern, a
pianist recognized for her stage presence, passion and
articulation. According to the Van Cliburn Foundation’s
Web site at www.cliburn.org, Kern’s numerous achieve-
ments include the recent Nancy Lee and Perry R. Bass
Gold Medal, received at the 11th Van Cliburn
International Piano Competition in June 2001. At age 26,
Kern was the first woman to achieve the award in more
than 30 years.

“Olga Kern is very fiery,” Clark said. “She’s not the quiet
pianist; she’s just not bland. She’ll blow the keys off the
piano.”

Kern’s performance will take place Nov. 18 and is spon-
sored by the Gloria Narramore Moody Foundation, a
foundation designed to support the arts and music by
bringing world-class performers to Alabama, endowing
scholarships at the University and supporting art organi-
zations elsewhere in the United States.

The last performance of the season will come from
Kronos Quartet on March 9. Clark said students see this
performance as the most contemporary of the series. The
quartet is “synonymous with musical innovation” and
known for its “unique artistic vision and fearless dedica-
tion to experimentation,” according to the group’s Web
site, www.kronosquartet.org.

All concerts will
begin at 7:30 p.m. in the
Concert Hall of the Moody
Music Building. Single
tickets are $7 for students
with a valid student ID.

For ticket information,
call the School of Music
box office at 348-7111.

Charlotte Rampling stars as Sarah Morton, a mystery author
who goes on holiday. Sarah’s vacation is interrupted by Julie
(Ludivine Sagnier), her editor’s teenage sexpot of a daughter. An
odd relationship forms between the two characters, plunging
them into a world of mystery. Scene
Now playing at the FergThe UniThe Univverer sitsit yy ’’s sours sourcc e e 
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Swimming Pool
directed by François Ozon (2003) 
Playing at the Bama Theatre on
Saturday through Thursday at 7:30 p.m.
Free for UA faculty and students.

AAuugguusstt 22000033 
August 29 — Convocation

“Your Vote Counts on Sept. 9”
A discussion of the voting process and the

tax proposal, featuring Margaret Garner and
Thomas Govan.

Voter registration forms will be available. Concert
Hall, noon.

SSeepptteemmbbeerr 22000033
September 4 — Faculty Recital. J. Patrick Rafferty, violin 

Recital Hall, 7:30 p.m.
September 5 — Convocation. Concert Hall, noon. 

September 9 — Faculty Recital. Noel Engebretson, piano 
Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
September 12 — Convocation. Concert Hall, noon 
September 14 — Guest Recital. Nancy Zeltsman, marimba 
Concert Hall, 2 p.m. 
September 21 — Guest Recital. String Quartet Society of
Tuscaloosa. The Colorado Quartet. For tickets and information,
call 759-4781. Concert Hall, 4 p.m. Admission charged.

September 25 — Faculty Recital. Sheryl Cohen, f lute 
Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m.

September 26 — Convocation. Concert Hall, noon.
OOccttoobbeerr 22000033 

October 2-4 — Alabama Honor Reading Choir
Festival 

October 2 — Alabama Wind Ensemble,
Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m. 

October 3 — Convocation.
Concert Hall, noon. 

October 4
— Alabama Honor Reading Choir Concert. 
Concert Hall, 2 p.m. 
October 6 — Guest Recital. Tuscaloosa Symphony Orchestra 
Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m. Admission charged. 
October 7 — Guest Recital. Concert Band of the United States Air
Force Band. Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
October 10 — Convocation. Concert Hall, noon. 
October 14 — Celebrity Series. Empire Brass, Concert Hall, 7:30
p.m. Admission charged. 
October 16 — Fall Choral Showcase. Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
October 17 — Convocation Concert Hall, noon. 
October 19 — Faculty Recital. Faythe Freese, organ, Concert Hall, 
2 p.m. 
October 20 — Guest Recital. Tuscaloosa Community Singers. 
Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m. Admission charged. 
October 21 — Faculty Recital. Charles Snead, horn. Concert Hall, 
7:30 p.m. 
October 23 — Alabama Jazz Ensemble. Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
October 24 — Convocation. Concert Hall, noon.
October 26 — Faculty Recital. Stephen Cary, tenor. Location TBA, 
2 p.m. 
October 28 — Huxford Symphony Orchestra. Concert Hall, 
7:30 p.m. 
October 30 — Alabama Contemporary Ensemble. Concert Hall, 7:30
p.m.
October 31 — Convocation. Concert Hall, noon. 

NNoovveemmbbeerr 22000033 
November 2 — Faculty Recital. Amanda Penick, piano. Concert Hall,
2 p.m. 
November 4 — Jazz Standards Combo. Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
November 6 — Alabama Chamber Orchestra. Concert Hall, 7:30
p.m. 
November 7 — Convocation. Concert Hall, noon. 

November 7 — University Opera Theatre 
presents Mozart’s “Marriage of Figaro.” Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m.
Admission charged. 
November 8 — “Marriage of Figaro.” Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m.
Admission charged. 
November 9 — “Marriage of Figaro.” Concert Hall, 2 p.m.
Admission charged. 
November 11 — Alabama Jazz Combos. Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
November 12 — Student Recital. Electronic Music Recital Hall, 7:30
p.m. 
November 13 — Alabama Wind Ensemble. Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
November 14 — Convocation. Concert Hall, noon 
November 16 — Tuscaloosa Youth Orchestra. Concert Hall, 2 p.m.
November 18 — Celebrity Series. lga Kern, piano. Concert Hall,
7:30 p.m. 
November 19 — Chamber Music. Recital Hall, 5 p.m. 
November 21 — Convocation. Concert Hall, noon. 
November 24 — Guest Recital. Tuscaloosa Symphony Orchestra 
Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m. Admission charged. 
November 25 — UA Chamber Singers. Recital
Hall, 7:30 p.m. 

DDeecceemmbbeerr 22000033 
December 2 — Holiday Festival of Choirs,
Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
December 5 — Hilaritas, Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m.
Admission charged. 
December 7 — Hilaritas, Concert Hall, 2 p.m.
Admission charged. 
December 8 — Guest Recital Tuscaloosa
Community Singers. Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m.
Admission charged. 

JJaannuuaarryy 22000044
January 9 — Convocation. Concert Hall, noon. 
January 16 — Convocation. Concert Hall, noon. 
January 17 — Guest Recital. Fifteenth Annual
Martin Luther King, Jr. Realizing the Dream
Concert. Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m. Admission
charged. 
January 26 — Guest Recital. Tuscaloosa
Symphony Orchestra. Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m.
Admission charged. 
January 29 — Faculty Recital. James Taylor,
baritone. Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
January 30 — Convocation. Concert Hall, noon. 

FFeebbrruuaarryy 22000044 
February 5-8 — Alabama Honor Band Festival. 
February 6 — Spectrum Concert. Concert Hall,
7:30 p.m. 
February 7 — Alabama Wind Ensemble. Concert
Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
February 8 — Alabama Honor Band Concert.  
Concert Hall, 1 p.m. 
February 10 — Liederabend. Recital Hall, 
7:30 p.m.  
February 13 — Convocation. Concert Hall, noon.  
February 17 — UA Chamber Singers. Recital
Hall, 5:30 p.m. 
February 20 — Convocation. Concert Hall, noon.  
February 22 — Student Recital Opera Scenes, 
Choral/Opera Room, 2 p.m. 
February 23 — Guest Recital. Tuscaloosa
Symphony Orchestra, Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m.
Admission charged. 
February 24 — Guest Recital. The U.S. Navy
Band. Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
February 26 — Huxford Symphony Orchestra 
Concerto and Aria Concert. Concert Hall, 
7:30 p.m. 
February 27 — Convocation. Concert Hall, noon.  
February 29 — Faculty Recital. Susan Fleming,
mezzo soprano. Concert Hall, 2 p.m. 

MMaarrcchh 22000044
March 1 — Guest Recital. Tuscaloosa Community
Singers. Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m. Admission
charged. 
March 2 — Alabama Chamber Jazz. Concert
Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
March 4 — Spring Choral Concert. Concert Hall,
7:30 p.m. 
March 5 — Convocation. Concert Hall, noon. 
March 5 — Guest Recital. Jazz Cavaliers
Reunion Jam Session. Room 204, 7:30 p.m. 
March 6 — Guest Recital. Jazz Cavaliers
Reunion Concert. Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
March 9 — Celebrity Series
Kronos Quartet. Concert Hall, 7:30
p.m. Admission charged.
March 11 — Alabama Jazz
Combos. Concert Hall,
7:30 p.m. 
March 12 —

Convocation.
Concert Hall, noon. 
March 12-13 —
Southeastern Composers
Symposium. 
March 16 — Faculty Recita. Noel
Engebretson, piano. 
Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
March 18 — Alabama Wind Ensemble. Concert Hall,
7:30 p.m. 
March 19 — Convocation. Concert Hall, noon.  
March 19 — University Singers. Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
March 21 — Guest Recital. String Quartet Society of
Tuscaloosa, Ciompi String Quartet. Concert Hall, 4 p.m. Admission
charged. 
March 23 — Alabama Percussion Ensemble. Concert Hall, 7:30

p.m. 
March 26 — Convocation. Concert Hall, noon. 

For a complete schedule visit
www.music.ua.edu.

By MATT SCALICI
Film Critic

Fall is approaching, and if
you’re a movie buff, you
know that means it’s time
for all the popcorn and
explosions to end and all
the introspective, thought-
ful and Oscar-worthy films
to finally see their release.

Have no fear, though, if
you’re a more typical, main-
stream movie-lover. This
fall’s movie season holds
plenty of big-budget offer-
ings and off-kilter art-house
films alike. There’s some-
thing for everyone this sea-
son, but I’m here to tell you

what’s going to be the best of
the best. Without further
ado, these are my top 10
most anticipated fall movies.

1) The Lord of the Rings:
The Return of the King — It
seems so long ago that Peter
Jackson’s epic screen jour-
ney began, but now it’s
finally coming to a close,
and fans of the novel know
that the final installment
may be the best yet. These
films have treated us to
some of the greatest story-
telling in the history of film,
and it’s likely that Jackson
has used the last three years
to perfect this — the final

piece of the story. With the
Rings saga having been
slighted by the Academy for
the past two years in the
Best Picture category, per-
haps it is the conclusion
that will finally bring
Jackson the Oscar gold.

2) The Matrix Revolutions
— Another of modern cine-
ma’s great sagas, this time in
the action/sci-fi genre, will
also conclude this fall after
blowing our collective
minds earlier this year in
The Matrix Reloaded. The
Wachowski Bros. now have
the enormous task of trying
to get away with all the real-

ity-flipping they did in the
last film as well as the task
of trying to out-do the
incredible visual standard
they set for themselves. Will
they live up to it? We’ll all
know this November.

3) Kill Bill: Volume I —
The long awaited fourth
film from Quentin
Tarantino has finally
arrived, although not exact-
ly intact. Tarantino decided
to split the film in two after
repeated attempts by his
studio to cut the film. One
of the film’s stars, Lucy 

Film critic presents 2003 fall movie preview 

Courtesy/ Miramax
Uma Thurman stars in Quentin Tarantino's fourth f ilm venture, Kill Bill. Thurman plays a character known as the Bride,
a pregnant assassin who is shot by her boss, Bill (David Carradine), on her wedding day, leaving herself and the 
wedding guests to die.

By LAURA BALL
•

Assistant Entertainment Editor
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Celebrity Concert Series to bring
internationally renowned 

performers to student audience
CW/ Elizabeth Frenkel

The Moody Music Building will host this
year’s Celebrity Concert Series.

usic

She’s not just bland.
She’ll blow the
keys off the
piano.“ ”


