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Despite rumors, SGA ballots are private
SGA President Smyth 
said rumors of public 
voting records are false
BY MICHELLE TANNER

Senior Staff Reporter
■ tanner@cw.ua.edu

 New kids have it rough. 
Whether it’s selling ninth grad-
ers “elevator passes” or mak-
ing first-year college students 
live on campus, freshmen can’t 

seem to get a break.
 SGA elections rumors are 
no exception. With whispers 
and Facebook groups voicing 
the legend of the Machine, a 
select coalition of traditionally 
white fraternities and sorori-
ties designed to influence 
campus politics, it’s hard for 
students to separate fact from 
myth.     
 Students should rest assured, 
however, that any talk about 
the way they vote somehow 

being distributed externally 
is false. 
 A student who pledged with 
a traditionally white sorority in 
2004, who requested anonym-
ity because of the sensitivity of 
the issue, confirmed that she, 
as well as other members of 
her sorority, was told whom 
she had to vote for in that 
year’s Homecoming election 
and said she was told there 
would be consequences if she 
didn’t.

 “Our Machine candidate sat 
us down in the chapter room 
and said that we have to vote 
that way or else they’ll find out 
and we’d get points deducted 
from our values system,” said 
the student, who has since 
dropped her membership. “It 
freaked everybody out.”
 She said an older member 
of the sorority pulled her aside 
and explained that it is com-
pletely impossible for anyone 
to know for whom someone 

votes. So she voted how she 
wanted, and she said nothing 
happened to her. 
 “I know people are still being 
told this, and it was really 
scary,” she said. “You’re a fresh-
man and you don’t really know 
what the Machine is, and then 
all of a sudden you’re backed 
into a corner and told who to 
vote for.”
  SGA President Justice Smyth 
fervently denied the idea that 
anyone can keep track of who 

you vote for in SGA elections.
 “There is no possible way 
that anybody can know how 
you vote,” Smyth said. “And
I think that most students at 
Alabama, if they sit down and 
think about it for just a little bit, 
they are smart enough to real-
ize that’s a complete impos-
sibility.”
 When students go to the polls 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, 

Opponents share similar 
ideas in their speeches
BY AMANDA PETERSON 
Assistant Campus Affairs Editor
■ peterson@cw.ua.edu

SELMA — As the congregation 
belted out a loud rendition of 
“Battle Hymn of the Republic,” 
Sen. Hillary Clinton, D-N.Y., 
quickly made her way to her 
seat on the pulpit in front of 

the First Baptist 
Church. Alabamians 
and others from 
across the nation 
converged on Selma 
to commemorate 
the Bloody Sunday 
of 1965, when a 
march by civil rights 
protestors was vio-
lently dispersed.
 A few blocks away 
at the Brown Chapel AME 
Church, Sen. Barack Obama, 

D-Ill., another can-
didate running for 
the 2008 Democratic 
presidential nomi-
nation, gave a rous-
ing speech after 
speaking at a Unity 
Breakfast at Wallace 
State Community 
College.

Clinton and Obama 
spoke about the 42nd 

anniversary of Bloody Sunday 
and the march from Selma to 

Montgomery and its 
effect on the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965. 
The two opponents 
also used their sepa-
rate speeches to 
reach out to black 
voters in Alabama 
and the rest of the 
nation as part of 
their campaigns. 
 “They’re both 
coveting the African-
American vote in Alabama,” 

said William Stewart, 
professor emeritus 
in the political sci-
ence department. 
“It’s extremely 
important because 
Alabama will have 
one of the first pres-
idential primaries 
next year.”

While Stewart said 
he thinks Alabama 

will remain a strongly 
Republican state in the 

presidential election, Clinton’s
and Obama’s visit shows that 
Alabama is on the map politi-
cally. 
 In their speeches, both 
candidates repeated similar 
rhetoric, naming inequal-
ity in education, health care 
and the economy. They also 
denounced the Bush admin-
istration for its poor assis-
tance with the problems that 

Clinton, Obama speak in Selma at civil rights anniversary

Students will 
work SGA polls 
with faculty
No online voting will 
happen this year
BY MEGHAN MENARD
Senior Staff Reporter
■ menard@cw.ua.edu

 Election season brings 
chalked sidewalks, painted 
names on car windows and, 
of course, crowded polling 
sites. 
 While much support 
exists for online voting, 
which could discontinue 
the use of polling sites alto-
gether and increase voter 
participation, it did not 
become a reality for these 
elections. 
 Justice Smyth, SGA 
president, said online vot-
ing is still being discussed 
between the SGA and the 
UA administration.
 However, this year’s elec-
tions will see students vol-
unteering as poll workers, 
a possible first step to com-
pletely student-run SGA 
elections, Smyth said. 
 Students will only assist 
faculty members and 
administrators at the polls, 
Smyth said. 
 The students will sign in 
voters, swipe ACTion cards, 
hand over ballots and make 
sure everything is valid, 
Smyth said. 
 He said the Office of 
Student Affairs will count 
the votes and release 
the results of the elec-
tions. The collaboration 
among students and the 

administration and faculty 
is the “practice run” Smyth 
spoke of in the fall semester
as a necessity before stu-
dents completely take over 
the election process. 
 “I would really like to see 
it move more towards an 
autonomous student-run
student government,” he 
said.
 Some students, however, 
said they do not think the 
same way about student-
run elections, according to a 
nonscientific poll conduct-
ed by The Crimson White 
last fall. The poll found that 
55 percent of the 205 stu-
dents polled opposed stu-
dent-run elections.
 Smyth, however, said the 
SGA would become more 
effective and efficient if stu-
dents took ownership of the 
elections.
 Robert Harris III, one of 
the SGA presidential candi-
dates, said he is concerned
about the switch to student 
volunteers as poll workers. 
 “Whereas I am very much
for student involvement on
campus, I also realize that 
this university has a his-
tory of having issues with 
student-run elections,” he 
said. 
 Harris said he was refer-
ring to the mass voter fraud
of more than 4,000 votes in 
the 2003 online election.
 “I don’t think it’s too much 
of a request to ask that for 
two days administrators
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■ ALCOHOL IN TUSCALOOSA: PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

Bigger concerns, changing 
laws add to students’
alcohol accessibility
BY AMANDA PETERSON 
Assistant Campus Affairs Editor
■ peterson@cw.ua.edu

Editor’s note: This is the second 
part of a four-part series on the 
history of alcohol and bars in 
Tuscaloosa and the future of 
the Strip.

 In past decades when stu-
dents using LSD made front 
page news and the war on drugs 
had just begun, Lee McKnight 
said getting a little drunk on 

the weekends didn’t cause that 
much of a stir.
 “A l c o h o l 
was normal-
ly thought 
of as an alle-
viation of a 
real problem 
— the drug 
p r o b l e m , ” 
M c K n i g h t 
said. 
 At the same 
time, John 
Bl a c k b u r n , 
former dean 
of men at 
the University, said racial ten-
sions overshadowed the con-
cerns about alcohol for UA 

administrators. Former foot-
ball head coach Paul “Bear” 

Bryant did 
not recruit a 
black foot-
ball player 
until 1971, 
after fans 
reportedly 
chanted “Get 
us one” after 
the Tide’s all-
white team 
lost 40-21 
to the inte-
grated USC 
Trojans.

 In 1976, after students elect-
ed Cleo Thomas — a black, 
non-Machine candidate —as 

SGA president, 15 cloaked 
men came out of the Kappa 
Sigma fraternity house to burn 
crosses and chant revolution-
ary tunes. The Crimson White 
reported that their actions were 
in response to Thomas’s elec-
tion.
 As drinking in Tuscaloosa 
became more common and 
socially acceptable, student 
alcohol consumption exploded 
and the bar scene expanded 
to the campus’ borders. But 
for some who were students 
and administrators from the 
late 1960s to the 1980s, drunk-
en students were the least of 
the campus’ worries in an era 

File photo

Students pass time at a bar in downtown Tuscaloosa in this 1981 Corolla yearbook file photo.

Getting

CW /File 

This 2003 photo shows the outdoor 
sign of The Chukker downtown. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Capstone Heroes taking nominations
 Nominations are currently being accepted for Capstone 
Heroes, an annual award given to individuals or groups who 
exemplify the Capstone Creed’s ideals. Nomination forms 
are available at leadership.ua.edu. Students, faculty, staff, 
alumni, community members and groups are eligible for 
nomination. 
 The awards will be presented at the closing ceremony for 
Capstone Creed Week on March 29. Nomination forms are 
due to the Campus Activities Office at Room 231 Ferguson 
Center by 4:45 p.m. on Wednesday. Nominations can also be 
submitted via e-mail to ccsopresident@sa.ua.edu or mailed 
to Campus Box 870369. 
 For more information, e-mail Rebecca Buchanan at
ccsopresident.sa.ua.edu or call 348-2276.

HRC looking for summer staffers
 The Office of Housing and Residential Communities 
is accepting applications for the following summer staff 
positions: conference manager, conference assistant, ori-
entation manager, orientation assistant, summer school 
resident assistant, summer school assistant community 
director and desk assistant. Detailed information on each 
position and the application are available at http://housing.
ua.edu/summer/summerstaff.htm.
 Applications are due by Wednesday to the HRC office in 
Mary Burke Hall. Interviews will be held March 21-23.

Apply for Student Organization Awards
The Office of Campus Activities and the Coordinating 

Council for Student Organizations are extending invitations 
to student organizations to apply for the 2006-07 Student 
Organization Awards. Applications are due to 341 Ferguson 
Center by Friday.
 The award packets will be reviewed by a selections board, 
and the CCSO Student Organization Awards Banquet will 
take place April 2. Individual awards will additionally be 
given for outstanding students, advisers and projects.
 For more information, contact Amy Owens, outreach 
chair for CCSO, at 348-2276 or ccsoorg@sa.ua.edu or visit 
ccso.ua.edu.
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“We’ve beaten that dead horse to death.”
— Crimson Tide basketball head coach Mark 

Gottfried on how much better the team is when 
first team All-American Ronald Steele is 

healthy enough to play.
See “State routes Alabama to win SEC West,”

Page 6.
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CAMPUS

QUOTE OF THE DAY

WEATHER

Tuesday
68º/35º

Wednesday
70º/39º

Today
62º/33º

Sunny with a calm west 
wind.

Mostly sunny.

Mostly sunny.

Rent bikes with new program
Bama Bikes helps students 
pedaling to class this fall
BY BRETT BRALLEY  
Contributing Writer

 Imagine waking up and real-
izing you’re late for class. You 
don’t have time to walk, and 
if you drive, you’d still have to 
park. 
 With Bama Bikes, a new pro-
gram started by students, all 
a student would have to do is 
walk to the nearest front desk 
at a residence hall, present their 
ACTion card and be on their 
way to class in minutes.
 The idea of Bama Bikes came 
from Alex Flachsbart, a soph-
omore majoring in political 
science and economics, who 
approached freshmen to start 
the program with him. 
 Though details are being 
finalized, Flachsbart said the 
program will start in the fall. 
The bicycles would be located 
at different front desks across 
campus. They would be paint-
ed a uniform color and would 
include helmets and locks upon 
rental.
 Dana Lewis, a freshman 
majoring in public relations 
and political science, is design-
ing the Web site and a database 
to keep track of all the bikes and 
their locations. 
 Bikes would not have to be 
returned to their original rented 
location but to any front desk 
on campus, Flachsbart said.
 Also being considered is a $5 
deposit that participating stu-
dents would have to pay. The 
deposit would be refundable as 
long as the student adhered to 
the rules of the program. 

 Partial funding will come 
from the SGA and the University, 
Flachsbart said.
 Tim King, a freshman major-
ing in international studies, 
has been in charge of acquiring 
bikes, helmets and locks. King 
said the source of the bikes has 
not been finalized and neither 
has the overall cost. However, 
each bike would be one-speed 
and would cost about $25, she 
said.
 Molly McPherson, a fresh-
man majoring in public rela-
tions and economics, is in 
charge of the public relations 
campaign for the program. 
McPherson said the program 
is friendly to the consumer 
because students can control 
the destination. 
 “Many students are looking 
for a convenient, reliable way 
around campus, so I think it 
will be successful,” McPherson 

said.
 John Elder, a freshman major-
ing in philosophy and business, 
is also helping implement the 
program by taking care of many 
of the logistics. 
 “[Bama Bikes] is going to 
make it easier to get from one 
class to another,” Elder said.
 The idea of the program 
brings mixed reactions from 
students. 
 Laine Spencer, a sophomore 
majoring in international stud-
ies, said she thinks Bama Bikes 
will be very effective. 
 “I would definitely use it. It’s 
a brilliant idea,” Spencer said.
 Ryan Kellar, a junior major-
ing in electrical engineering, 
said he has a bike so he prob-

ably wouldn’t participate. 
 “I think it’s a good idea in 
theory,” Kellar said. “But I don’t 
think it will be used that much 
because all the people who use 
bikes probably already have 
them anyway.”
 Flachsbart said the ultimate 
goal of the project is to help 
students save money.
 “A lot of students will buy a 
bike and use it once or twice
or not at all,” Flachsbart said. 
“[Bama Bikes] not only gives 
them the option to forgo the 
use of the bike, but gives them 
a useful method of transporta-
tion at their disposal all day.”
 Any questions, concerns or 
suggestions can be e-mailed to 
BamaBikes@gmail.com. CW/ Courtney Davies

Trey Musgrave, a freshman, unlocks 
his bike from a rack at Rose Towers. 

staff polling sites to ensure there 
is a fair and democratic election 
process,” he said.
 Harris’ opponent, R.B. Walker, 
disagreed and said students 
helping at the polls is a step in 
the right direction. 
 “If we want students to 
empower themselves, then they 
need to run their own elections,” 
he said.
 The CW poll last fall also 
found 64 percent of the stu-
dents surveyed wanted a return 
of online voting, which was first 
used in the 2001 Homecoming 
queen election and may have 
contributed to increased voter 
turnout by 50 percent.
 Smyth said he wanted to see 
online voting become available.
 “But it’s still a work in prog-
ress,” he said. “I want to make 
sure if we do go to online vot-
ing the program we have is as 
secure as possible.”
 He said the tampering of the 
2003 online election brought 
online voting under a cloud of 
suspicion. 
 “I think that if we can get 
a system that is more secure 
than last time, then online vot-
ing is definitely the wave of the 
future,” he said.
 He said many other schools 
across the country use online 
voting, and it would make it 
easier for students to vote.
 “A lot of times students don’t 
vote because they don’t want to 
stand in line or it just takes too 
much time out of their day,” he 
said. “But with online voting, 
students can just vote before 
they leave their dorm room or 
their apartment or house.”
 Online voting would be less 
expensive and would eliminate 
the need for faculty members 
and students to work the polls, 
Smyth said.
 He said the sooner online 
voting is available, the better it 
will be for SGA elections.
 Walker said if elected, he 
would continue Smyth’s work 
with online voting to decide if it 
is feasible and effective.
 “I think [online voting] is 
something that needs to be 
looked at,” he said. “It’s a very 
sensitive subject, and obvious-
ly it has an impact on all stu-
dents.”
 He said online voting would 
require the most secure soft-
ware possible.
 “The Internet is such an 
untrustworthy thing as it is,” 
he said. “People need to feel 
comfortable putting their vote 
online.”
 Harris said if elected, he 
would work toward the rein-
statement of online voting only 
if proper safeguards were in 
place.
 “The 2003 incident damaged 
the integrity process of the elec-

tion,” he said. 
 He said he supports online 
voting because it would bring 
more student involvement to 
the SGA, but he emphasized the 
need for tight security.
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marked by racial strife and 
widespread drug use.
 McKnight, an English pro-
fessor at Stillman College, 
returned to Tuscaloosa in 1968 
after leaving the Capstone 
in 1957. He came back to a 
drinking town that was slightly 
afraid of its own shadow. 
 While there were bars down-
town such as The Chukker and 
Jackie’s Lounge, McKnight said 
most students’ drinking tend-
ed to be apartment-oriented, 
where a few friends might buy 
a six-pack and drink until it 
was gone.
 McKnight said even though 
he has frequented bars in New 
York City, Florence, Italy, and 
San Francisco, The Chukker 
was one of the best bars he had 
encountered in the world. The 
other, The Booth, opened as 
the drinking scene changed. 
 It changed in 1977 when a 
law preventing bars and liquor 
stores within a mile of the 
University was revoked.
 McKnight said when The 
Booth first opened in 1981, 
there was a Church of Christ 
across the street that sued the 
bar for opening across from 
the church. Suddenly the fam-
ily-oriented restaurants and 
small mom and pop stores 
along the Strip had bars mov-
ing in next door, which created 
some tension. 
 “Morrison’s was a great 
gathering place for students 
to eat off campus,” McKnight 
said. “It left pretty soon after 
alcohol was allowed on the 
Strip because it was a family 
restaurant.”
 Once the Strip turned into 
the students’ area just off cam-
pus, McKnight said every bar 
on the Strip was filled past 
their capacity every night, vio-

lating several fire and building 
codes. 
 “There were people arm-
pit to armpit every night at 
every one of the bars along the 
Strip,” McKnight said. 

 
The Strip
 
 Despite the crowds and the 
popularity of the Strip bars, 
Steve Flanagan remembers 
a laidback bar scene. For as 
much as many students liked 
to drink and go to bars, he 
said bar hopping and binge 
drinking were not paramount 
activities. 
 There also were not as many 
bars at first. Flanagan, who 
attended the University from 
1974 to 1976 and then from 
1978 to 1980, said before The 
Booth was a bar, it was an 
Orange Julius, a soda shop-
like place, and The Legacy was 
once home to a Pizza Villa. 
 “Down the Hatch was very 
popular for its 10-cent beer 
nights,” Flanagan said. “That 
was the beginning of binge-
type promotions.”
 Until 1973, draft beer  — now 
a bar staple — was not sold 
in Tuscaloosa. Flanagan said 
a state law mandated that a 
county had to have a certain 
percent of German people 
in its population before draft 
beer could be sold. 
 “There was not a whole 
big push to get draft beer in 
Tuscaloosa,” Flanagan said. 
“Retailers didn’t want to have 
to add it, but the public likes 
having that choice.”
 He said another state law 
also said liquor could only be 
sold in miniatures, so, by law, 
all drinks had two ounces of 
alcohol in them. 
 It was also a much bigger 
deal to turn 18 at that time. 
From 1972 until the National 
Minimum Drinking Age Act 
raised the age back to 21 in 
1984, people could drink on 
their 18th birthday. 

 “There was an emphasis 
on identifying young people 
as emerging adults,” Flanagan 
said. “Because of the draft and 
the Vietnam War, the argument 
was that if I can go to war, then 
I can drink.”

Some drink, some do not
 Leslie Poe did not run with 
a heavy-drinking crowd, but 
her mother was still bothered 
by the fact that she did not 
go out on Thursday nights, 
especially after she took the 
time to find out which bars 
would be good places to go 
that weekend at her bridge 
games. Instead, Poe had a 
Bible study. 
 “Thursday nights were the 
cool night to go out because 
generally you would go out 
with just your friends and not 
with a date,” said Poe, a 1983 
UA alumna. 
 Friday and Saturday nights 
were typically filled with dates, 
parties and football week-
ends, said Poe, who pledged 
Kappa Alpha Theta sorority. 
At the fraternity parties, she 
said there usually would be 
a keg or occasionally punch 
  — enough alcohol available if 
you chose to drink, but never 
so much that you felt forced 
to drink. 
 Once, when the campus 
was snowed in, Poe said the 
first stores to sell out of every-
thing were the liquor stores 
within walking distance of 
campus. 
 While drinking was as com-
mon of an activity as it is 
today, Poe said she was more 
of a casual, “sip on a beer or 
two for the whole evening” 
type of girl. 
 Drunk driving also was not a 
large fear because she and her 
friends walked to parties and 
to the Strip bars, as did most 
other students Poe knew. And 

when a beer company held 
a party in Birmingham, the 
company took three busloads 
of fraternity guys and their 
dates instead of letting the 
students drive, so there was 
“some safety mindedness to 
it,” Poe said. 
 When students kept safety 
and common sense in mind, 
and even when they did not, 
alcohol was and still is a key 
to college nightlife. McKnight 
said the only thing that has 
changed is the attitudes.
 “In 1970, what coach Mike 
Price did in Mobile would 
never have caused any upset 
at all,” McKnight said. “In 
earlier days, that would have 
been thought crazy.”

ALCOHOL
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Hurricane Katrina victims have 
faced in trying to return to their 
homes. 
 Clinton and Obama also 
made points to discuss the 
continuing impact events in 
Selma had on the national civil 

rights movement.
 “If it hadn’t been for Selma, I 
wouldn’t be here,” Obama said. 
“This is the site of my concep-
tion. I am the fruits of your 
labor. I am the offspring of the 
movement. When people ask 
me whether I’ve been to Selma 
before, I tell them I’m coming 
home.”
 Without the doors opened 

to minorities by the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, Clinton 
said she would not have had 
the chance to be running for 
the Democratic presidential 
nomination, and neither would 
Obama or New Mexico Gov. Bill 
Richardson, who is also running 
for the Democratic presidential 
nomination. 
 “Those aren’t just milestones. 

They do not mark the end of the 
journey,” Clinton said. “We have 
to finish the march.”
 Nick Rose, president of UA 
College Democrats, said the 
civil rights issues raised by each 
candidate “transcend party 
lines,” but because Clinton and 
Obama are campaigning for 
the Democratic nomination, he 
agrees with Stewart that both 

candidates are fighting for the 
black vote. 
 “It definitely shows that 
Alabama is going to be a major 
player in the ’08 primary since 
the state Legislature moved 

up the primary,” Rose said. 
 Alabama’s primaries will be
Feb. 2, 2008.
 The Associated Press con-
tributed to this report.

RIGHTS
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GET OUT
OF HERE THIS

GO
SUMMER

JOIN
APPLY BEFORE SPRING BREAK

other UA students for the experience of a lifetime and go abroad

Capstone Interntational Academic Programs (CIAP) is
still accepting applications for most overseas interim/
summer programs. Applications are still being accepted
for the following programs:

ABROAD

Applications and brochures
can be found at :

http://overseas-study.ua.edu
135 BB Comer Hall

348-5256
Contact: 

angela.channell@ua.edu

AL in Italy
Food, Farm, & Culture in Tuscany (June 2-16)

AL in Austria
German Language, Literature & Culture (June 30 – August 4)

AL in France
French Language & Literature (May 21-June 23)

AL in Ireland
History, Communications, English, Theatre ( July 13 – August 10)

AL in Ghana
Geography (all majors) ( July 19 – August 3)

AL at Oxford
History, Political Science, English (July 8 – August 9)

AL in Brazil
Portuguese (June 4 – June 24)

AL in India
Global Studies (May 17 – May 28)

AL in China
Business or Geography (May 14 – June 2)

AL in Ecuador
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology (May 12 – May 28)

AL in Sweden
Political Science (July 9 – August 10)

AL in Japan
Japanese Language & Culture (June 4 – July 5)

AL in Japan
Trans-cultural Health Care (July 29 – August 7)

AL in Peru
Engineering Without Borders (May 14 – May 28)
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We want to be Students’ 
Choice

 Erin Cornelius brought up 
a good question in the March 
2 Opinions page. Why have 
the students calling them-
selves SGA “Students’ Choice” 
candidates chosen to label 
themselves as such?
 She is correct in saying that 
we haven’t taken a poll of the 
whole student body to see if 
they think we’re the Students’ 
Choice, but I can hopefully 
give some satisfactory rea-
sons for why we have chosen 
this name.
 We didn’t choose our name 
because we already knew we 
were the students’ choice; 
whether or not we are the stu-
dents’ choice will be proven by 
how well our ideas motivate 
people to vote for us. We sim-
ply wanted to show students 
that we are independents 
unlike some of those in years 
past, who complained about 
the problems of the SGA but 
refused to work together in an 
effort to get elected and solve 
those problems.    
 That is the essence of what 

Students’ Choice is. We call 
ourselves such because we 
want students to know that, 
regardless of any affiliations 
on our part or theirs, we would 
serve everyone at this univer-
sity fairly and capably if we 
were elected. I suppose, then, 
that a more precise thing for 
us to say is that we should be 
the students’ choices.
 However, our slogan is 
not meant to run other can-
didates’ names through the 
mud — far from it. Saying that 
we are the “Students’ Choice” 
is no worse than saying, at 
least in my own opinion, “I 
think this person is the best 
candidate for the job because. 
. .” or “Here are the reasons 
why you should vote for this 
candidate.”
 Candidates in any election 
will display their strengths in 
this manner, and everyone 
running in this particular 
election has good reason to 
do so. As March 6 and 7 draw 
closer, I feel more privileged 
each day to watch so many 
smart and energetic executive 
hopefuls present their plans 
for the SGA.
 
Amanda Minor
Students’ Choice Candidate, 
VP of Student Affairs

Letter to the Editor
BY TIM NEUNZIG

 The Voter Participation 
Committee and I have been 
working hard this year to get 
everyone to the polls. This is 
something that is extremely 
important if you want your 
SGA to serve you.
 Many of our ideas this year 
were never able to come to 
fruition for various reasons; 
some were too unrealistic and 
others were rejected by other 
members in the SGA. 
 We were able to make a 
brand new voting Web site at 
vote.ua.edu. You should see a 
plethora of yard signs around 
campus, with slogans such as 
“Voters make better lovers.”  
 We also worked on a series 
of cartoons for your educa-
tional entertainment to be 
published in The Crimson 
White. 
 If you are truly interested in 
the inner working of the SGA, 
check out my blog at sgakraut.
blogspot.com. I have been 
working hard to make the SGA 
as transparent as possible, but 
it can only be as transparent 

as the whole allows it to be. 
 The current administration 
has worked hard and has been 
rather receptive to new ideas, 
but we can always do better.  
  We need more diversity in 
the SGA; we need a fair repre-
sentation of you, the student 
body. 
 With a more diverse SGA, 
the organization will receive 
more credit from the admin-
istration as being a true repre-
sentation of the student body.  
  This in turn will allow the 
SGA to have more influence 
with the administration and 
be able to do more things. 
 Your vote will allow the SGA 
to do greater things on your 
behalf in the future. Don’t let 
this chance to be part of the 
democratic process escape 
you.    
 You pay for the Student 
Government, I get paid every 
month, and if I have no power 
to do anything, I would just 
get a free check for sitting on 
my butt and Facebooking. Put 
us to work for you. 
 Voting in the student gov-
ernment elections is your 

right, but it is also your duty. It 
is time that the students of the 
University of Alabama step up 
to the plate and collectively 
decide who represents them.  
 It is intolerable that a small 
voting majority gets to decide 
with whom administrator and 
outside officials interact on 
student issues.
 I plead with you, the student, 
to go to the polls on March 6 
and 7 and cast your vote in the 
2007 SGA Elections. For can-
didate information visit the 
new http://vote.ua.edu with 
YouTube candidate videos.
 The apathy that most stu-
dents exhibit toward student 
government is poison to the 
democratic ideals upon which 
this country was founded. You 
are fortunate that you have 
not yet experienced mass tur-
moil due to this apathy. The 
worst thing about this apathy 
is the perpetuation into the 
post-collegiate life for most 
people.
 The fact that hardly 50 per-
cent of eligible voters go and 
cast their vote for presidential 
elections is a pathetic example 

of democratic erosion. Do you 
not realize that it will be the 
end of this country if you do 
not vote?
 I don’t even want to hear 
your complaining about how 
there are no good candidates. 
So what! Go and vote any-
ways, write-in a candidate 
and the politicians will hear 
your message that they are no 
good.   Third party 
candidates will emerge to gar-
ner the write-in votes. This is 
how political diversity starts.
 The same is true for our 
University; if you don’t like any 
of the candidates or don’t know 
them, get to know them on 
vote.ua.edu and if you are still 
unsure, just write in Captain 
Jack Sparrow, because he will 
not disappoint you.
 I can’t stress it enough go 
and vote on March 6 and 7. 
Otherwise the future of the 
campus, Alabama and the 
United States of America is 
bleak.
 Tim Neunzig is a senior 
majoring in management and 
is the executive secretary of the 
SGA.

Play part in democratic process
Submitted by Alex James

 In the race for SGA president between Robert 
Harris III and R. B. Walker, The Crimson White 
editorial board endorses R. B. Walker.
 This endorsement does not come without some 
reservations, however. There was some dissent 
among the editorial board, but we ultimately 
chose Walker.
 What appealed to some members of the board 
about Harris is that he represents a growing por-
tion of UA students who are completely dissatis-
fied with the way the SGA is run. We think that no 
matter who wins, the new president must accept 
the fact that the SGA could be better than it is.
 We’ve expressed our opinion on this several 
times as well. We agree with Harris that the SGA 
has appeared more irrelevant to students because 
not many of them are seeing tangible results, but 
we think Walker could make a difference as SGA 
president.
 Others who argue that the previous two SGA 
administrations Walker was a member of didn’t 
do enough say Walker will only follow in their 
path. We, however, don’t think he should be 
counted out based on association alone.
 Walker has presented a detailed and organized 
plan of what he wishes to accomplish during his 
tenure as president. Harris’ plans were not as 
comprehensive and structured.
 We also think Walker’s previous experience and 
connections with administrators and others in 
and around Tuscaloosa will help him carry out 
his plans, but we acknowledge that can seem like 
a drawback to people who are upset with the cur-
rent ways that any of these groups are governed. 
 One of the most important hurdles Walker will 
have to overcome if elected president is to sepa-
rate himself from the system and show he can 
properly represent the students’ interests.
 Walker has already been in contact with UA 
administration officials regarding the Strip and 
plans to establish a Strip Advisory Council to 
ensure students’ voices are being heard when it 
comes to this issue. He also plans to create an 
SGA Compact, which is an interim student gov-
ernment that would be available during the sum-
mer.
 One of the highlights of Walker’s platform is 
making wireless Internet accessible to the entire 
UA campus. He also plans to propose a Student 
Bill of Rights that would ensure students’ rights 
are protected by plainly stating them and having 
administrators sign the document. He also wants 
to restructure SGA committees to make them 
more effective because many of them currently 
overlap.
 While Walker may have things to show during 
his tenure so far, he needs to show that he can 
make the SGA more effective. Student apathy will 
never go away until students can actually see the 
SGA is doing specific things to make their time at 
the University more enjoyable.

Walker OK 
for top job

 Editor’s note: This is part 
one of a two part retrospect 
on covering the Machine. The 
second part will appear on 
Wednesday.

 It started with a nice cam-
paign sign on a fence in the 
middle of the road — a nice 
glossy black and white card-
board poster by the dusty job 
site in the middle of Campus 
Drive.
   It pushed the name of an 
Iranian-American girl I met 
just enough to know she was 
brilliant  — and that she had 
a cowgirl accent so deep I 
thought she would rope a 
buck the first time she intro-
duced herself to a crowd of 
honors students.
 But it was not until that 
sign came up on a list of elec-
tions violations for the spring 
2003 student government 
elections that the lightheart-
ed war between freethinkers 
and compliance on this cam-
pus became tangible. There 
was dread about her, from 
her, when I started digging 
to put a story together on all 
the campaign violations. It all 
coalesced when a lower-level 
Student Affairs administrator 
asked me one question.
 “Why the interest in Ms. 
Aviki all of a sudden?”
 There was a story here.
 But I would have to wait a 
year to get it.

■■■

 Here, briefly, is how I was a 
player in a complicated mess 

that has been repeated at the 
Capstone again and again for 
nearly 100 years. This is how 
the story of two smart girls 
named Emily carved a scar 
in Alabama’s oldest living 
political machine and how 
no one, especially those with 
real power, bothered to take 
advantage of the wound.
 Four years ago, Emily Aviki 
made a mistake: She did not 
get permission before she 
decided to be ambitious.
 Chi Omega sorority was 
in trouble with Theta Nu 
Epsilon, a secret society that 
built a political coalition of 
fraternities and sororities 
and maintained to keep the 
right, white people running 
the campus’ pretend govern-
ment. 
 The Machine, as it is bet-
ter known, had to run Katie 
Boyd, a smart girl with a 
gleaming reputation and 
quietly vicious political acu-
men, who was not going to be 
turned down in favor of the 

lesser, male candidate the 
Machine had lined up the 
year before. But the Machine 
knew it could not quietly pull 
her out of the race or beat 
her if she ran, so it backed 
her and told Chi O that if 
Boyd ran, they could not run 
someone for SGA Senate.
 Unfortunately, Aviki did 
not take “No” for an answer 
no matter how sweetly her 
house’s Theta Nu officer 
asked. 
 “You don’t want to mess 
with us,” they told her.
 Heavily recruited from the 

University of South Alabama, 
one top-level administrator 
once said, “Emily is without 
question one of the most out-
standing students our cam-
pus has ever known.”
 That said, a mutual friend 
of ours once told me, “Emily 
is the dumbest smartest girl 
you’ll ever know.”
 That was because she was 
stubborn, and 100 years of 
history be damned, she was 
not going to be told how to 
vote in Freshman Forum and 
that she could not run for 
an engineering seat in SGA 
Senate. 
 So she ran, using brains 
and connections to beat them 
with an unusually stout cam-
paign for a Senate seat. But 
not without being charged 
for breaking a few election 
rules and not without taking 
a few threats along the way.
 They left her messages and 
threats, letting her know “You 
f---ed up the day you started 
thinking against us.”

 She had to serve 10 hours 
of community service for 
breaking election rules and 
had to call in some admin-
istrative help to threaten the 
Machine’s alumni backing 
to get the phone calls and 
threats to stop, but she won 
— and twice because of a 
hacked online election.
 After the campaign, though, 
she was tired. At the end of 
the year, she had an opportu-
nity to go to Duke University 
and was more than willing 
to take it after the Machine 
changed tactics and told her 
they would make her SGA 
president if she joined their 
side.
 A year away from campus, 
she heard from me, a dumb 
hillbilly reporter from The 
Crimson White who heard 
her story a year before and 
wanted to put it in the paper 
for the coming election sea-
son. 
 She didn’t hang up — and 
the story that followed carved 
a fresh wound in the pride 
and reputation of a group 
where pride, reputation and 
winning are everything. 
 But what happened to her 
did not make that wound, 
and at the end of the day, the 
University did what it always 
has done and always will.
 It cowered and let an Old 
South relic chase some of its 
best students away.

 Nicholas Beadle is senior 
reporter for The Crimson 
White. Part two of his column 
will appear on Wednesday.

Nicholas Beadle
beadle@cw.ua.edu

Damage 
Control

So they threatened her
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BY LAURA PITTS 
Senior Entertainment Reporter
■ pitts@cw.ua.edu

 Students across campus can 
put on their dancing shoes 
this week to enjoy the blend-
ing of another culture when 
professional folk dancer and 
musicologist, Daniela Ivanova, 
stops to workshop various 
aspects of folk dance.
 The event is sponsored by 
the UA Academy-Classics Club  
,the Chiba University Program, 
the Capstone International 
Programs, the School of 
Music and the Tuscaloosa and 
Birmingham International 
Folk Dancers.
 Steven Ginzbarg, a member 
of the Tuscaloosa International 
Folk Dancers, said Ivanova is 
making the trip partly because 
of her desire to bring Bulgarian 
culture to areas that wouldn’t 
normally experience it.
  “Normally folk dance 

teachers coming from Europe 
to the U.S. [to] teach dance 

typically go to New York or 
Chicago, where folk dancing is 

very big,” Ginzbarg said. “Our 
group is very small. We have 
less than 10 regular dancers.”
 The event begins today 
in a folk and dance work-
shop led by the Tuscaloosa 
International Folk Dancers in 
the Fellowship Hall of the First 
Christian Church at 627 Paul 
W. Bryant Drive from 6 to 8 
p.m. tonight. 
 It will conclude Tuesday 
with a visit to the UA cam-
pus for two sessions on Greek 
and Bulgarian folk dance and 
music. 
 The first session is a trip to 
the music in world cultures 
class at Moody Music Building 
at 8 a.m., and the second ses-
sion is to a workshop at the 
Student Recreation Center at 
3:30 p.m. in Studio B. 
 All events are free 
and open to the public. 
 “Monday’s portion of the 
workshop is during regular 
dance night for the Tuscaloosa 

International Folk dancers,” 
Ginzbarg said. 
 Ivanova is an expert on south 
Slavic folk dance culture. She 
is a graduate from the Institute 
of Music and Choreography in 
Sofia, Bulgaria, and is the co-
founder and choreographer 
of the Medena Pitka school 
ensemble. 
 In addition, Ivanova served 
as a director and choreog-
rapher of the Tropanka folk 
dance at New Bulgarian 
University.
 She also served as a chore-
ographer for the Zornitza 
University student folk 
ensemble in Bulgaria, Banat 
and Besarabia, which toured 
France, Israel, Romania, Malta, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Slovakia, Mongolia and the 
United States, according to the 
press release. 
 For those who are unfamil-
iar to folk dancing, Ginzbarg 
said a few interesting 

aspects to the workshop are 
worth seeing.
 “The first interesting thing
are the rhythms,” he said. “Our 
culture is familiar with waltz-
es, polkas and 2/4 [meter]. 
Bulgarian rhythms are uneven 
and are a combination of close 
and quick beats.”
 Ginzbarg said the unfamil-
iar rhythms are hard to grasp 
at first but are still appealing.  
 Another interesting aspect 
is the singing of the Bulgarian 
women. 
 “Bulgaria is especially 
known for their quality of the 
voice,” he said. “Unlike opera 
singing, the singing you hear 
from a Bulgarian woman is a 
very clear and open sound. It’s 
beautiful.”
 Ginzbarg, in particular, is 
excited about Ivanova’s visit.
 “Daniela will possibly teach 
couple of new dances to us,” 
he said. “It should be a lot of 
fun.”

Renowned folk dancer to visit Capstone

Photo courtesy of phantomranch.net

Daniela Ivanova, left, is scheduled to teach sessions about how to per-
form folk dances better starting today from 6 to 8 p.m.

Smyth said they will present 
their ACTion card and some-
one will highlight their name 
on a list to keep a record that 
they voted. From that point, he 
said, students receive a blank, 
un-numbered, unmarked bal-
lot, which they fill out and turn 
in.
 “It’s completely anony-
mous,” Smyth said. “The bal-
lots are not numbered, and 
you don’t sign your name to 
it. I know people say nothing’s 
impossible, but it is impossible 
for someone to see how you 
vote.”
 The former sorority pledge 
said she thinks it’ll make a dif-
ference to let people know the 

rumors aren’t true.
 “Right now, people aren’t 
making their own decisions, 
and that’s not what elections 
are all about,” she said. “I think 
raising awareness of the falsity 
of the rumor can make a big 
difference.”
 The source said her encoun-
ters with the Machine, and 
the voting record rumor, has 
caused her to lose a little faith 
in the SGA.
 “It kind of makes SGA lose 
its credibility because it’s all 
predetermined, not cen-
tered around who’s best. The 
Machine is a really, really smart 
system, and it’s a great way to 
ensure that a candidate will 
win; it just sucks that it’s always 
a greek candidate to get it and 
not the most qualified,” she 
said.

 Bill McDaniel, a UA spokes-
man, also said there is no way 
to connect a student to any 
ballot.
 “The way the system is, 
just like any voting anywhere 
you do, is 100 percent confi-
dential,” McDaniel said. “The 
way the ballots are set up, it’s 
impossible to know how any-
one voted.”
 Leah Stoudenmier, a fresh-
man majoring in secondary 
education English, said she 
had never heard a rumor about 
voting records not being kept 
private.
 “I mean, there’s no reason 
for anyone to monitor the vot-
ing anyway,” Stoudenmier said. 
“But even if there was, there’s 
no way anyone could find out 
how you voted. You don’t write 
your name on the ballot.”

 Some students said the 
rumor about ballots not 
remaining confidential could 
be a tool for the Machine.
 “It could have been some-
thing as simple as fraternities 
and sororities trying to get 
people to vote the way they 
want them to,” Stoudenmier 
said. “So they tried to get 

people to believe they could 
see how they voted.”
 Harrison Diamond, spokes-
man for the Interfraternity 
Council, said he had never 
heard about officers in greek 
organizations telling younger 
members they kept track of 
their voting records to per-
suade who they voted for.

 “We do not concern our-
selves with the voting pat-
terns of individual students,”
Diamond said. “We definitely 
would not condone something 
like that at all.”
 Julia James, president of the 
Alabama Panhellenic Council, 
declined to comment on the 
issue.   

PRIVATE
Continued from Page 1

Check us out online at
www.cw.ua.edu.

He’s in it.

Escape the routine—it’s time for fun at a BEACH BREAK.
2000 vacation property choices and FREE NIGHTS.

Condos: 4th night FREE
Beach houses: 5th night FREE
Full week: 10% discount

866.204 .23 14
MeyerRE .com

SALES RENTALS

BREAK AWAY
TO THE BEACH

2054
Restrictions apply. Call or see website for details.
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MEN'S BASKETBALL ■ MISSISSIPPI STATE 91, ALABAMA 67

State routs Alabama to win SEC West
BY JESSIE PATTERSON 
Sports Editor
■ patterson@cw.ua.edu

 With junior point guard 
Ronald Steele out of uniform 
and on the bench for the sec-
ond game in a row, it became 
evident just how different a 
team Alabama is without him.
 “That’s stating the obvious,” 
said Crimson Tide head coach 
Mark Gottfried. “We’ve beaten 
that dead horse to death. He’s a 
first team All-American. We’re 
not going to fold up the tent 
and go home, though. We’ve 
got to keep playing.” 
 The Tide racked up 21 turn-
overs with a couple of five-
second calls, errant passes and 
sloppy play in a 91-67 blow-
out loss at Mississippi State’s 
Humphrey Coliseum Sunday 
afternoon to end the regular 
season on a sour note at 20-10 
overall and 7-9 in SEC play.
 The Bulldogs improved 
to 17-12 and 8-8 in the SEC 
with the win to claim a share 
of the SEC Western Division 
Championship with Ole Miss.
 “They were too much for 
us to handle today,” Gottfried 
said. “They should feel good 
about being Western Division 
champs. I thought they played 
great today.”
 Sophomore forward Richard 
Hendrix spent most of the first 
half on the bench after picking 
up two quick fouls.
 “That hurt,” Gottfried said. 
“For about 10 minutes in the 
first half without him, we hung 
with them. It’s tough. First 
we were without Steele, then 
Hendrix. We started the sec-
ond half and got it back to two, 
despite the fact that Richard 
didn’t play a lot in the first 
half.”
 After being down 41-29 
at the half, Alabama cut the 
Bulldogs’ lead to two points at 
the 17-minute mark on a field 
goal by Hendrix.
 Mississippi State fought back 
and dominated the later part 
of the second half, outscoring 
Alabama 24-12 in the paint.
 The Bulldogs led by as much 
as 32 points with 4:33 left in 
the game. Alabama never 
bounced back after falling so 
far behind.
 Mississippi State’s junior 
center Charles Rhodes led all 
scorers with 18 points. Rhodes 
left the game for the final 
time with two minutes left to 
play and stopped to kiss the 
Bulldogs’ logo in celebration 
at mid-court before he went to 
the bench.
 Alabama senior center 
Jermareo Davidson led the Tide 
with 16 points. Sophomore 
forward Alonzo Gee added 
13, while sophomore guard 
Brandon Hollinger scored 11. 
Hendrix and freshman guard 
Justin Tubbs each had 10 
points.
“It’s just a bad way to go out,” 
Hendrix said. “Yeah, we’re beat 
down, beat down in a lot of 
ways, but it’s just a thing you 

have to overcome, and we’re 
having a hard time overcoming 
right now.”
 When asked about his 
team’s post-season fate follow-
ing the loss, Gottfried wouldn’t 
talk about NCAA tournament 
hopes. Instead, he talked about 
what Alabama needs to do.
 “I’m concerned about my 
team,” Gottfried said. “We’ve 

got to get tougher — mentally 
tougher, physically tougher 
and playing better basketball. 
It’s post-season. We wipe the 
slate now and go to Atlanta. 
We’ve got to get things cor-
rected, and it will start with the 
level of toughness we have to 
have.
 “We didn’t have it today. They 
were tougher than we were.”

AP

Mississippi State's Dietric Slater cuts the last part of the net off the rim after the Bulldogs defeated Alabama 
to capture a share of the SEC West championship. Alabama dropped to 7-9 in SEC play with the loss and will 
enter the SEC Tournament as the No. 5 seed from the Western Division.

Freshman 
guard Justin 
Tubbs goes 
up for a layup 
in the second 
half Sunday 
afternoon as 
Charles Rhodes 
attempts to 
block it. Tubbs 
finished with 
10 points in 
the loss to the 
Bulldogs.

AP

www.cw.ua.edu

In Remembrance of

Denny Chimes will ring
today from

4:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

March 5, 2007

Friends are invited to
gather on the steps of

Gorgas Library

Justin C. Clark

Monday-Friday: 7am to 5pm
Saturday: 7am to 2 pm

cappuccinos
coffee
cakes

pastries
cookies

artisan breads

d e l i c i o u s  t r e a t s

*Call about our Daily Lunch Specials and our     
  room that is available for private functions*

412B 22nd Avenue
(behind the Globe Restaurant)
Northport, Alabama 35401
205.345.8610



7SPORTS ■ Monday, March 5, 2007

SOFTBALL ■ ALABAMA 6, UL-LAFAYETTE 3

Eubanks, Burford deliver in the clutch
BY CAROLINE GWALTNEY
Senior Sports Reporter
■ gwaltney@cw.ua.edu

For a moment Sunday after-
noon, it seemed as though the 
Alabama Softball team’s per-
fect record would be no more. 
Then Kellie Eubanks stepped 
to the plate.

During the seventh inning 
in the final game of the Easton 
Spring Fling against Louisiana 
Lafayette, Eubanks blasted a 
line-drive home run over the 
left field wall in the seventh 
inning to send the game to 
extra innings. 

“At that point, I was just try-
ing to put the ball in play,” 
Eubanks said. “I had been 
working on inside pitches, and 
it was right there so I went with 
it.”

Senior Mandy Burford fol-
lowed suit in the eighth inning 
and put the game away with 
a three-run walk-off homer, 
driving in Lauren Parker and 
Jordan Praytor and securing 
her team’s perfect record at 21-
0 with a 6-3 win.

Praytor started things for the 
Tide when she dropped down 
a bunt to third base and beat 
it out for a single. Parker fol-
lowed with a fly ball to left 
field that was dropped by Desi 
Chatman, putting runners on 
first and second for Burford’s 
gamewinner.

“Charlotte [Morgan] came 
up to me after the left fielder 
dropped the fly ball and said, 
‘God was giving me another 
opportunity to do something, 
and I needed to do something 
with it,’” Burford said. “I was 

just trying to hit it hard so 
Jordan could score.”  
 The No. 3 Tide hosted Seton 
Hall and No. 11 Louisiana 
Lafayette in the Easton Spring 
Fling over the weekend and 
beat each team twice. Alabama 
beat Seton Hall 12-0 on Friday 
and 9-1 on Saturday. They also 
defeated Louisiana Lafayette 
6-0 on Saturday.
 Burford said her team was 
determined to win Sunday 
and was excited to beat a great 
team.
 “ULL is a great team, and 
we knew we were going to be 
tested this weekend, so it was 
really nice to come away with 
two wins from a great team,” 
Burford said.
 Burford also sparked the first 
runs of the game with a two-
run shot over center field in 
the first inning, scoring Parker.
 The Lafayette Ragin’ Cajuns 
answered quickly in the second 
inning with a two-RBI double 
by Codi Runyan. Runyan also 
hit a solo home run in the fifth 
inning to give Lafayette a 3-2 
lead.
 The Tide had an opportu-
nity to tie the game in the sixth 
inning after Brittany Rogers’ 
infield hit and Parker’s blooper 
hit to shallow left. But the Tide 
didn’t capitalize until the sev-
enth inning with the Eubanks 
home run.
 Morgan, a freshman, led the 
Tide on the mound for seven 
innings with eight strikeouts, 
a career-high, and allowed six 
hits with one earned run.
 “We really wanted to give 
Charlotte a shot,” head coach 
Pat Murphy said. “We wanted 

her to deal with the pressure 
while the other team had their 
No. 1 pitcher on the mound, 
and I think she did great.”
 Junior Chrissy Owens 
improved to 10-0 after she took 
over the pitching reigns in the 
eighth inning, allowing one hit 
and striking out two.

 Burford ended the day going 
2-for-4 with two runs and five 
RBI. Parker added two runs, 
and Rogers went 2-for-4 with a 
double. Praytor, Rogers, Parker 
and Owens were all named 
to the All-Tournament team 
along with Burford, who was 
named MVP. 

CW/ T.G. Paschal

Alabama shortstop Kellie Eubanks fields a ground ball Sunday afternoon. 
Eubanks hit a homerun in the seventh inning to force extra innings.

Tide soccer remains 
unbeaten 
The Alabama Crimson Tide 
soccer team headed east 
Saturday for a double-dip 
against the top teams in the 
Birmingham. 

In the opening match of 
the day the Tide visited the 
UAB Blazers at the UAB West 
Campus Fields. 

Early in the second half, 
UAB sophomore striker Danya 
Barsalona scored the opening 
goal of the match after Tide 
goalie Karen Landsen dove on 
a Blazer’s pass but lost control 
of the ball in the box. 

After falling behind, Tide 
head coach Don Staley concen-
trated the attacking formation 
to put more pressure on the 
Blazers' defense. The adjust-
ment proved successful as the 
Tide immediately advanced to 
control the ball in the attacking 

third. 
 Midfielder Jessica Deegan 
found senior captain Jordan 
O’Bannion, who then beat 
UAB goalie Kate Blankenship 
for the equalizing goal. The 
match ended in a 1-1 tie.
 “We were proud that after 
we got scored on we came 
back and kept our heads in the 
game,” O’Bannion said. “We 
had a really good day, every-
thing is starting to click.”
 Later in the afternoon the 
Tide traveled across town to 
meet the Samford Bulldogs. 
Offensively, the Tide took 
advantage of opportunities on 
set plays. Junior Kailey Corken 
ripped an out-swinging cor-
ner kick across the front of the 
Samford net.  
 Midfielder Callie Pike soared 
over the Samford line of 
defenders and eyebrowed the 
ball past the Samford keeper 
for the deciding goal of the 
match.
 “That was my first [goal] for 
the spring, so it was exciting,” 
said Pike, a 5’3” junior who 
joked she had been working on 
her vertical leap.

— Christopher McKay

INbrief

www.cw.ua.edu

Brand New
Apartment Community

at Tuscaloosa

• Affordable 1 & 2 Bedroom Apartment Homes
• Built on a Beautiful 18-Hole Golf  Course
• Washer & Dryer Included
• All Major Kitchen Appliances Included
• Private Balconies (Select Floorplans)
• Colonial Two-Story Clubhouse featuring:
     • Pro Shop for Clothing & Equipment Needs
     • Clubroom with fireplace & TV
     • State-of-the-Art Fitness Center
     • Tanning Beds
     • Business Center with Copier & Fax
     • Game Room with Billiards
• Resort-Style Swimming Pool
• Whirlpool & Sauna
• Tennis Court

• Ask about our Fully-Furnished Executive Suites!!
Call 205.247.9978

for More Information!

1800 Links Blvd.
Take Hwy. 69 South to 

Mimosa Park Rd.  Turn right 
and The Links is located at 

the end of  Mimosa 
Park Road.Now Leasing

 

on site!
!

professionally managed by lindsey  mgmt. co., inc.

www.lindseymanagement.com
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BASEBALL ■ ALABAMA 4, MCNEESE STATE 3

Smith’s single leads Alabama to sweep
BY RYAN WRIGHT  
Senior Sports Reporter
■ wright@cw.ua.edu

 Emeel Salem failed to reach 
base through nine innings 
Sunday. Through nine innings, 
he didn’t play the way the 
Crimson Tide baseball faithful 
have come to expect. But in 
the 10th inning, he did both.
 With the score knotted 3-
3 against McNeese State, 
Salem came through like, well, 
Salem.
 He drew a leadoff walk to 
start the 10th for the Tide. Jeff 
Texada sacrificed Salem to 
second. Then freshman Jake 
Smith laced a single into left 
field that sent Salem motoring 
around third and sliding home 
feet first for the 4-3 comeback 

victory.
 Salem has scored a run in 
every game this season. The 
winning run against McNeese 
continues his active school 
record of 14 consecutive games 
with a run.
 The extra-inning victory 
sealed the No. 16 Tide’s (12-
2) three-game sweep over the 
Cowboys (2-13).
 Head coach Jim Wells viewed 
the game as another opportu-
nity for the team to figure itself 
out.
 “Maybe in a small way this 
game showed us what it takes 
to win a close ballgame,” Wells 
said. “But possibly against a 
better team, it may not have 
been a close ballgame.”
 Austin Hyatt made his first 
start on the mound, allowing 

just three hits and striking out 
seven batters in six innings of 
work. 
 With a scoreless tie through 
five innings, what began as a 
quick pitcher’s game exploded 
in the sixth.
 Greg Paiml drew a leadoff 
walk and advanced to second 
on a wild pitch. Texada then 
dropped an RBI single into 
shallow center field as Paiml 
rounded third to score the 
Tide’s first run of the day.
 The Cowboys flared up in 
response to start the seventh. 
A double sent the Tide to the 
bullpen for Josh Copeland, 
who didn’t last long — only a 
third of an inning. State’s Joe 
Hulett quickly cashed in for an 
RBI stand-up double into the 
right field corner. 

 After a strikeout, Copeland 
gave up a single and his spot 
on the mound. Alabama went 
to southpaw Will Stroup, who 
was good for a strikeout. 
 Patrick Kelly then replaced 
Stroup, and McNeese State’s 
Josh Cholley laced a two-run 
single for his first hit of the 
season. After an inning in 
which four Tide pitchers saw 
action, the Tide trailed 3-1.
 “When a guy doesn’t get to 
the eighth inning, we’re going 
to have to run a bunch of guys 
out there,” Wells said. “That’s 
similar to what we’ll do; that 
wasn’t just something we did 
to get through this game.”
 Alex Avila placed the ball 
just inside fair territory for a 
double to begin a seventh-
inning rally for Alabama. Avila 

advanced to third on a ground 
out, and Matt Bentley took a 
free base after being struck by 
an errant pitch. 
 A stolen base and another 
walk loaded the bases. Avila 
tallied a run on a wild pitch to 
close the deficit to 3-2. Bases 

loaded again, Paiml narrowly 
avoided a double play, reach-
ing first on a fielder’s choice
and driving Bentley in to tie 
the game at three.
 After the seventh, Wells

Freshman third base-
man Jake Smith pre-
pares to make the tag 
on the base stealer. 
Smith recorded the 
game-winning RBI with 
a single in the 10th 
inning that scored 
Emeel Salem from 
second base. Smith’s 
single gave Alabama 
a three-game sweep 
of the McNeese State 
Cowboys.

CW/ T.G. Paschal

GYMNASTICS ■ ALABAMA 197.25, LSU 196.875

Solid beam performance paces Tide
BY DAN SELLERS  
Assistant Sports Editor
■ sellers@cw.ua.edu

After the first two rotations 
Friday night, No. 4 Alabama 
and No. 8 LSU were knot-
ted at 98.6. At that point, the 
Crimson Tide was facing its 
worst nightmare.

Its enemy was not LSU’s 
elite gymnasts Ashleigh 
Clare-Kearney, Nicki Butler 
or Kelly Phelan. The Tide’s 
enemy stood still but all the 
more intimidating. At 16 feet 
long and 4 inches wide, the 
balance beam stood between 
Alabama and the victory.

However, it appeared that 
the Tide’s struggles on the 
apparatus were far removed 
from their minds. Alabama 
walked, flipped and tumbled 
on the beam as if it were as 
wide as an airplane’s landing 
strip, which helped the Tide 
to its second-highest beam 
and overall score of the sea-
son.

The Tide registered a 49.275 
on the beam to edge the Tigers 
197.25 to 196.875 in front 
of 10,113 fans at Coleman 
Coliseum.

“This is the way they’ve 
been practicing,” Alabama 
head coach Sarah Patterson 
said. “This is the best per-
formance on the beam by 
Ricki [Lebergern] and Morgan 
[Dennis] has had. I would 
think it would give them all 
confidence.

“They did it in a pressure 
situation, too. It was tied, and 
it’s going to be like that next 
week at Auburn and at the 
SEC Championships.”

LSU took a slight lead after 
the third rotation, but the 
Tide scored a 49.375 on the 
floor exercise to complete 
the comeback that was made 
possible by its strong beam 
performance.

Dennis punctuated the Tide 
victory with a 9.95 on the floor. 
The score was good enough 
to tie LSU’s Clare-Kearney for 
the all-around title.

Lebegern, who had career-
high scores on vault and 
beam, finished the night with 
a 49.45.

“Earlier in the week when 
we were doing intrasquads, 
I knew it was time to really 
step it up,” Lebegern said. “I 

mean, I had been out there, 
but I haven’t been doing what 
I’m capable of.”
 Alabama bettered LSU by .25 

on the vault, an event on which 
LSU was ranked No. 1 com-
ing into the meet. However, 
LSU responded by scoring 

.25 points better than the 
Tide on the uneven parallel 

See SWEEP, Page 9

See BEAM, Page 9

Only 7 minutes from campus!

345-2081
Large Floor Plans - One, Two, and Three Bedroom Town Homes

Excellent for Roommates

~Sunken Living Rooms
~ Large, Sparkling Pool

~ Two Tennis Courts
~ Playground and Clubhouse

~Laundry Facilities

All locations are very flexible.
Hours are from 7a.m.-12a.m.

If interested please call 
Richard Beck at 205-792-2488
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bars.
 The Tigers were half a point 
better than Alabama on the 
floor exercise, but the differ-
ence was in the beam, where 
Alabama was .425 points bet-
ter than the Tigers.
 Junior Terin Humphrey fin-
ished second in the all-around 
with a score of 49.425. She led 
the Tide on uneven bars with 
a 9.9 and posted a 9.875 on 
the beam.
 “These two teams that 
you saw competing tonight 
could be at the Super 6 for 

the national championship,” 
Patterson said. “When we 
get to Regionals, it won’t be 
anything new. We’ve seen the 
best, and we’ve gone against 
the best. Now, we’ve got the 
No. 5 team in the country 
coming in here next week.”
 The Tide returns to Coleman 
Coliseum Friday to face the 
No. 5 UCLA Bruins at 7:30 
p.m. It is the last regular sea-
son home meet for the Tide.
 However, the Tide will also 
play in Coleman Coliseum 
on April 14 for the NCAA 
Regional.
 The lone senior on the Tide 
squad, Erin Rightley, will be 
honored before the UCLA 
meet. 

BEAM
Continued from Page 8

called Tommy Hunter out of
the bullpen, who pitched two
scoreless innings.
 Alabama held off the
Cowboys in the only extra
inning, allowing Salem and
Smith to finish the job.
 Bernard Robert recorded
Sunday’s win with a scoreless
10th inning. 
 The Crimson Tide heads to
Pearl, Miss. Tuesday to take on
Southern Miss in its first road
game of the season. The game
starts at 7 p.m., and Robert
will start for the Tide pitching
staff.

SWEEP
Continued from Page 8

Junior Terin 
Humphrey 
performs on 
the balance 
beam against 
Oklahoma 
on Jan. 10. 
Humphrey fin-
ished second in 
the all-around 
against LSU 
Friday night.

CW/ File

DAILY SUDOKU
SOLUTIONS

Check our website daily 
for Sudoku Solutions. 
You can find the solutions 
and take care of all your 
clsaaified needs at cw.ua.
edu/pages/classifieds. 

HOUSES FOR 
RENT

HOUSES ON CAMPUS 
3, 4, 5and 6 BR, available 
for fall. Walk to class. Call 
immediately, they’re leas-
ing fast. DELVIEW 345-
4600

FALL- 4 BR House. 707 
11th Street. Easy walk to 
Bryant-Denny and class. 
DELVIEW 345-4600 
rent@delview.com 

AVAILABLE NOW: 4
Bdrm, 2 bath garden 
home, 2 car garage, 
fireplace, vaulted ceil-
ing, washer, dryer, dish-
washer, new carpet and 
paint. 1 1/2 mile from Tar-
get. Pets allowed. NICE! 
$1500/mo. (205)242-
5716.

3 bedrood, 2 bath, car-
port, newly remodeled, 2 
miles from campus. Call 
205-936-2476. $950 per 
month.

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT

Campus-Eff. apartments 
directly behind the univ-
eristy strip. 350$ a month. 
Utilities included. Lease 
and deposit required. 
Available January 15. 
Please call 752-1277 

COURT WOODS- Con-
venient! Across Veter-
ans Pkwy from Target. 
$660 SUPERSIZED: 
Bedrooms, closets, Two 
Baths. courtwoodapts@
bellsouth.net 556-6200. 
On Site Management 

CLAYMONT- Big Bed-
rooms, baths. Eat-In 
kitchen. 2602 Claybrook 
Drive. $340 One Bed-
room; $280 efficiency. 
courtwoodapts@bel l -
south.net. 556-6200 

WILLOW CHASE- 1 BR 
from $250, 2 BR from 
$450. Onsite manage-
ment and security. 3415 
Est 7th Ave. 758-2825. 
rent@delview.com 

Student apartments- 
Close to campus, for rent 
now and fall from $325-
$550. DELVIEW 345-
4600 rent@delview.com 

CAMPUS: DUNCAN
HOUSE APTS Less than 
a 5 min walk of campus 
and strip. 1 BR $370, 2 
BR $420. Now accepting 
apps for fall. We also rent 
houses around campus. 
Call 205.345.2235 

WILLOW WYCK 
2 bedroom, 1.5 bath, 960 
square feet, perfect for 
roommates, swimming 
pool, fireplace, five 
minutes from Campus. 
Preleasing for fall.
391-9690

CAMPUS - FALL LEAS-
ING 2007. Small efficien-
cy appartment (next door 
to publix) on the strip. 
$300 month. Lease and 
deposit required. coble-
stone court apartments. 
Call 752-1277. no pets 

Campus - Fall 2007. 
large 3 bedroom apart-
ment. 2 bath. walking dis-
tance, riverside dr. Histor-
ic district. screen porch. 
$1200 / month. lease and 
deposit required. No pets. 
Call 752-1277 

SUBLEASE

High River Condo Style 
Apartment Apartments 
2BR 2BA available April 
1st $576 mo. normally 
$675 view at www.tus-
caloosaapartmentguide.
com call 205.412.3071 

ROOMMATE(S)
NEEDED

FEMALE ROOMMATE
NEEDED!! Campus Way 
Apts. $345/mo utilities 
included immediate oc-
cupancy-summer fully 
furnished 1 brm w/d in-
cluded clmathis@bama.
ua.edu 770.294.2015 

CONDOS

MIDTOWN VILLAGE
CONDO 2 Bed/ 2Bath. 
Granite Counters, Stain 
Steel Applia. Con-
tact Adam Rozen at 
770.598.1987

CAPSTONE CONDO-
MINIUMS For rent- 1 BR, 
1 Bath. Bottom Level, cor-
ner unit. (205)300-3757 

HELP WANTED

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
for part time telephone 
interviewers to conduct 
market research 5 mins 
from campus to apply 
go to www.smijobs.
com

LIFEGUARDS: Hir-
ing ft/pt lifeguards/pool 
managers. Atlanta, GA 
in Cobb, Dekalb, Ken-
nesaw, Woodstock. LGT 
and CPR classes avail-
able. Contact: Allison 
770-485-3672, allison@
nautixpools.com, online@
WWW. NAUTIXPOOLS. 
COM

!BARTENDING! Up to 
$300/ day, no experience 
necessary.
Training provided. If inter-
ested, call (800)965-6520 
Ext 214. 

Undercover shoppers 
needed to judge retail 
and dining establish-
ments. Winter/ Spring 
positions available. Earn 
up to $150 per day. Exp 
not required. Call 800-
722-4791

Earn $800-$3200 a 
month to drive brand 
new cars with ads placed 
on them. www. AdDriv-
eTeam.com 

Tokyo Japanese Steak-
house is now hiring serv-
ers, busboys, and host-
esses. Call Tommy at 
(205)366-1177 

LAB ASSISTANT Im-
mediate opening for lab 
assistant. Part-time w/ 
flexible hrs, excellent 
pay. Ideal for Chemistry/ 
Biology students. Call 
Five Points Temporar-
ies for details. 391-9784 
205.391.9784

MARCH MADNESS BB
BRACKETS dixiefsbo.
com seeking students 
who want to earn extra 
money and also have 
time to enjoy themselves. 
FREE PLAY & WIN 
Brackets @ dixiefsbo.
com 662.364.1340 

FOR SALE 
MISC.

Washer and Dryer for 
sale. Matching set, ex-
tra capacity. 1 owner, 8 
years-old. $325 for the 
set, o.b.o. (205) 239-
8363

SPRING BREAK

INTERNET ADVERTIS-
ING dixiefsbo.com look-
ing for students who want 
to make extra money 
working hours they want. 
No investment. Protected 
territory. Great summer 
potential. Apply @ dixie-
fsbo.com 662.364.1340 

The Tuscaloosa 
County Park & 

Recreation 
Authority

is accepting 
applications for 

lifeguards for 
immediate and 

summer employ-
ment. Training 

will be provided. 
Applications and 

job descriptions are 
available at any 
PARA office. For 

more information 
call (205) 562-3220. 

Pre-employment 
drug screen 

required for all 
positions. EEO.

Help wanted!
Resident Service 

Coordinator

(Free Rent!)
Student needed 
to coordinate 

the scheduling of 
seminars, classes, 

workshops, tutoring 
and other programs 

for the residents; 
for every move-in 
you refer you will 

recieve $25.00 com-
pensation. Utilities 

not included

Fax Resume to 
(205)752-1501

Magnolia Place

Monday - Friday:
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Saturday: Closed

Monday - Tuesday:
8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Wednesday - Friday:
8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday: 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
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