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■ SGA ELECTIONS

Harris, Walker want student votes for president
Harris wants to make 
SGA relevant again, 
form Strip task force
 
BY ELLEN BURKE  
Student Life Editor
■ burke@cw.ua.edu

 Robert Harris III wants to 
reform the SGA so it is once 
again relevant to students. 
Harris, a sophomore majoring 
in political science and his-
tory, said if elected as the SGA 
president, he would make sure 
students know what the SGA 
is doing by holding weekly or 
bi-weekly meetings.

 In the meetings, 
Harris said he would 
answer questions 
from students and 
would be sure to 
comment on issues 
important in stu-
dents’ lives. Students 
and student media 
groups could attend 
the meetings, he 
said. 
 Harris is currently on the 
Student Judicial Board and 
last year participated in 
Freshman Forum. 
 In addition to making the 
SGA more transparent by 
holding meetings with stu-
dents, Harris said he would 

i m m e d i a t e l y 
install a 20-hour 
work week for SGA 
members.
 The SGA 
president and 
chief of staff 
would make sure 
officers maintain 
those office hours, 
Harris said. The 
plan is for the SGA 

to become a campus job, he 
said. 
 “SGA needs to be a job, not 
an extracurricular activity,” 
he said. “If everyone can do a 
full-time job and school, then

Walker wants to create 
student bill of rights, 
‘Strip Advisory Council’ 

BY ELLEN BURKE  
Student Life Editor
■ burke@cw.ua.edu

 R.B. Walker said he wants to 
give students a stake in their 
university and make sure UA 
administrators consider stu-
dents’ opinions when making 
major campus decisions. 
 Walker, a junior majoring in 
political science, said if elected 
SGA president, one of his main 
goals would be to create and 

implement a student 
bill of rights. 
 Rights under this 
bill would include: 
the right to attend 
class, freedom to 
wear any type of 
clothing to class, dis-
agree in class and to 
meet administrators 
when students have 
questions regarding 
any aspect of campus.
 In addition to these rights, 
Walker said the student bill of 
rights would be designed to 
make sure students are treated 
fairly outside of their class-
rooms and under the law as 
well.  

   Walker, who is in his 
second term as SGA 
chief of staff, said he 
was on the judicial
board, but then left 
that position because 
he was offered the 
chief of staff position 
in 2005.
 “I know how 
student government
works and how to 

make it work for students,”
he said. “I will put students at 
the table and will actively seek 
input and communication 
from students.”
 In order to create a better 

R.B. WalkerRobert Harris

Ceilings collapse on 
students inside 
Enterprise High School

BY AMANDA PETERSON  
Assistant Campus Affairs Editor
■ peterson@cw.ua.edu

 The severe weather that swept 
across Alabama on Thursday 
left a destroyed high school, 
flattened houses and 15 deaths 

in Enterprise. 
 In Tuscaloosa, local schools 
closed at noon so students 
could go home before the severe 
weather struck. The University 
closed at 2:30 before the worst 
weather began around 3:15. 
 Other than a few downed trees, 
Cal Davis with the Tuscaloosa 
Emergency Management 
Agency said the only damage 
reported in Tuscaloosa County 
was a house on John Swindle 
Road that lost its roof.

 In Enterprise, rescue work-
ers dug through the rubble to 
rescue trapped students, and 
at least 50 people sustained 
injuries. Two people died else-
where in Enterprise, and one 
person died in Millers Ferry 
where another possible tornado 
destroyed mobile homes. 
 “We need your prayers,” Bob 
Ferris, assistant superintendent 
for the Enterprise school sys-
tem, said in a press conference 
Thursday. “We do not yet know 

the full extent of our student or 
school personnel injuries.”
 Ferris said to the best of his 
knowledge, a severe storm 
this destructive has not struck 
Enterprise in several decades, 
if ever. Some media reports 
referred to Thursday’s storm as 
the deadliest severe weather in 
Alabama since tornadoes in Oak 
Grove killed 33 people. 
 The National Weather Service 
will send a team into the area 
today to determine the strength 

of the tornado that struck 
Enterprise High School. 
 Molly Tomberlin, a junior 
majoring in nutrition from 
Enterprise, said the tornado 
damaged the high school’s gym-
nasium and back halls — where 
the students had been moved. 
 Ceilings collapsed, some walls 
caved in and shelves holding 
science equipment fell, she said. 
She said she heard of a student 
who threw himself on top of a 
classmate to protect her when 

the walls crashed. 
  Gov. Bob Riley sent 100 
National Guard troops to 
Enterprise to help clear debris 
at the high school and in other 
areas of the town. Alabama’s 
U.S. congressional delegation 
presented a request to President 
George W. Bush asking him 
to declare the area a national 
disaster zone. 

The Associated Press contributed 
to this report.

Group is not anti-
Machine, SGA president 
candidate Harris says 
BY CHARITY SCOTT  
Assistant Student Life Editor
■ scott@cw.ua.edu

 Students in attendance 
at The Crimson White SGA 
Executive Candidates Forum 
Wednesday heard several 
candidates proclaim that they 
were on the Students’ Choice 
Ticket, but not everyone knew 
what they meant.
 Robert Harris, one candi-
date for SGA president who 
developed the concept of the 
Students’ Choice Ticket with 
his Chief of Staff Ben Foster, 
said the ticket was designed 
to offer support to candi-
dates who do not have the 
traditional support system 
offered by being a member 
of a Panhellenic Association 
organization.
 “It’s a way to unify the 
independent candidates and 

utilize the strengths that we 
all have,” Harris said.
 Amanda Minor, one can-
didate for vice president of 
student affairs, said though 
each candidate has his or her 
own separate platform, they 
still have things in common.
 “Our main objective is to 
make SGA more relevant and 
efficient,” Minor said.
 R.B. Walker, a candidate for 
SGA president who is not a 
member of the ticket, said the 
coalition is a political party, 
which is why he’s against it.
 “As [SGA] chief of staff, I’ve 
been against political parties 
from day one,” Walker said. 
“I want to make sure that 
anyone I deal with isn’t con-
strained by political obliga-
tions.”
 He said he was never asked 
to join the Students’ Choice
Ticket.
 “If they’re supposed to be 
for the students, and they’re

Independents 
form Students’
Choice Ticket

Students' Choice Candidates ...
President: Robert Harris
Vice President for External Affairs: Jesse Homan
Vice President for Financial Affiars: Tiffany Story
Vice President for Academic Affiars: Phillips Thomas
Vice President for Student Affiars: Amanda Minor
Executive Vice President: Wade Smith
Executive Secretary: Bria Nicole Knapp

See CHOICE, Page 2

See WALKER, Page 7See HARRIS, Page 7

Tuscaloosa legalized 
alcohol in 1955, but 
students already drank
BY AMANDA PETERSON  
Assistant Campus Affairs Editor
■ peterson@cw.ua.edu

Editor’s Note: This is the first 
part of a four-part series on the 
history of alcohol and bars in 
Tuscaloosa and the future of 
the Strip.
 Before 1955, there were 

no drunken college students 
stumbling home to their apart-
ments and residence halls after 
a night on the Strip. There was 
no debate over whether there 
were too many bars close to 
campus or the diversity of the 
businesses along the main 
road in and out of campus. 
 There was no drinking, 
period, because alcohol was 
illegal.
 “Every two years they’d vote 
the county back to being wet 
or dry,” said Hugh “Deacon” 
Jones, a 1955 UA graduate. 

“Politicians just kept changing 
their minds.”
 Without the temptation of 
close bars and easily acces-
sible alcohol, college drink-
ing was not a big issue, Jones 
said. 
 But after voters chose to 
make their county wet, drink-
ing became more socially 
acceptable and much more 

common among college stu-
dents. 
 Dry Tuscaloosa County had 
its share of gray areas and 
confusion, though. Jones said 
each time the residents of 
Tuscaloosa County changed 
their minds and voted to be 
a wet county or voted back 

■ ALCOHOL IN TUSCALOOSA: PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

CW/ File

Top: Restaurants and small businesses lined the Strip before bars were allowed within a mile of campus. Photo contributed by Phil Weaver. 
Bottom: Students offer a toast at a 1953 Sigma Alpha Epsilon party. 

Drierdays

Weather kills 18, damages high school 

See ALCOHOL, Page 5
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

 The Crimson White reported Thursday in the story 
“Cheers, jeers heard at CW SGA forum” that in the audi-
ence SGA Vice President of Financial Affairs Chris Lambert 
shouted “It’s illegal!” at presidential candidate Robert Harris 
after Harris proposed allocating the Office of Student Affairs 
reserve fund to scholarships.
 SGA Vice President of Academic Affairs Michael Noyes 
told The CW Thursday he was the person who shouted it, 
but other reporters noted that many students were heard 
shouting the same statement from the front rows of the 
Ferguson Theater.

Contra dancers perform Saturday
 The Tuscaloosa Contra Dancers are sponsoring a swing 
dance Saturday at Forest Lake United Methodist Church, 
1711 Fourth Ave. Everyone is welcome.
 A lesson will be given from 7:15-8 p.m. with Erin Hennessy 
and Reuven AnafShalom.
 The dance will follow from 8 to 10:30 p.m. A donation of 
$7 for general admission and $5 for students is suggested. 
No experience is necessary, and dancers can come with or 
without partners.
 For more information, visit www.contradancers.org, or 
call Hennessy (205) 240-2168 or AnafShalom at (314) 255-
2176.

MFJ deadline is today
 The deadline to submit to Marr’s Field Journal, the 
University’s undergraduate literary and artwork journal, is 
today before midnight. Submissions such as prose, poetry, 
artwork, original songs (recordings or sheet music) and origi-
nal films are suggested.
 Send submissions to mfj@sa.ua.edu and attach your piece 
to the e-mail. Make sure your name is not included on the 
piece. In the body of the e-mail include your name, e-mail 
address, phone number, title and category of each piece.
 Please limit your number of submissions to four per 
category.

 The Crimson White is the community newspaper of The University of Alabama. 
The Crimson White is an editorially free newspaper produced by students.
   The University of Alabama cannot influence editorial decisions and editorial opin-
ions are those of the editorial board and do not represent the official opinions of the 
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   Advertising offices of The Crimson White are on the first floor, Student 
Publications Building, 923 University Blvd. The advertising mailing address is P.O. 
Box 2389, Tuscaloosa, AL 35403-2389.
   The Crimson White (USPS 138020) is published weekly June, July and August, and 
is published four times a week September through April except for spring break, 
Thanksgiving, Labor Day and the months of May and December.
   The Crimson White is provided for free up to three issues. Any other papers are 
$1.00. The subscription rate for The Crimson White is $125 per year. Checks should 
be made payable to The University of Alabama and sent to: The Crimson White 
Subscription Department, P.O. Box 2389, Tuscaloosa, AL 35403-2389.
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“We lived for the weekends. Sometimes 
it would be the weekend even before it 

was officially the weekend.”
— 1965 UA graduate John Steele on the University’s 

history of being known as a party school.
See “Drier days,”

Page 1.

INbrief
To submit a brief, e-mail news@cw.ua.edu

CAMPUS

QUOTE OF THE DAY

WEATHER

Thursday
62º/32º

Friday
56º/29º

Today
68º/38º

Sunny with a calm 
south wind.

Mostly sunny.

Mostly sunny.

CLARIFICATION

The Crimson White is ...
■      Marlin Caddell - editor,      
caddell@cw.ua.edu, 348-8049
■ Mike Faulk - managing 
editor: news, faulk@cw.ua.edu
■ Callie Corley - managing 
editor: design, corley@cw.ua.edu
■ Matt McLeod - assistant 
managing editor: design, 
mcleod@cw.ua.edu
■ Jordan Pittman - opinions 
editor, pittman@cw.ua.edu
■ T.G. Paschal - photo editor, 
paschal@cw.ua.edu
■ Andrea Mabry- assistant 
photo editor, mabry@cw.ua.edu
■ Ben Flanagan - managing 
editor: outreach, 
flanagan@cw.ua.edu
■ Zach Summers - graphics 
editor, summers@cw.ua.edu
■ Ellen Burke - student life 
editor, burke@cw.ua.edu
■ Corey Craft - 
entertainment editor, 
craft@cw.ua.edu
■ Kristie Busam - campus 
affairs editor, busam@cw.ua.edu
■ Jessie Patterson - sports 

editor, patterson@cw.ua.edu
■ Dan Sellers - assistant sports 
editor, sellers@cw.ua.edu
■ Amy Owens - chief copy 
editor, owens@cw.ua.edu
■ Cassie Edwards - 
advertising manager, 348-8044
■ Whitney Gullett - advertising 
manager assistant & national 
account executive, 348-2598
■ Khalid Al-Qahtani - account 
executive, 348-8735
■ Leigh Anne Landis - account 
executive, 348-2670
■ Jesse Scroggins - account 
executive, 348-6876
■ JT Braswell - account 
executive, 348-6875
■ Maria Franco - account 
executive, 348-8041
■ Haley Moore - creative services 
assistant manager, 348-6876
■ Meredith Justiss - graphic 
designer, 348-6153
■ Tyler Sanderson - creative 
services manager, 348-6153
■ Laura Pickard - advertising 
coordinator, 348-8995

BY LAUREN CABRAL
Contributing Writer

 With the growing number of 
television shows about crime 
and investigation, more people 
are turning to forensic science 
as a career. The job, however, 
is far from what people see on 
their television sets.
 Keith Jacobi, an associate 
professor of anthropology and 
a curator of human osteology 
at the UA Museum of Natural 
History, said he hopes to reveal 
the true nature of forensics to 
UA students with his exhibit, 
“CSI Alabama,” which opens 
today at the museum in Smith 
Hall.  
 “It’s not as glitzy as people 
think,” Jacobi said of the profes-
sion. “It’s not just four people 
in a TV show figuring out the 
whole thing in 60 minutes. It 
takes a lot of people a lot of time 
to do what they do.”  
 Jacobi, who constructed the 
exhibit with the help of exhibit 
designer Jan Mize, said “CSI 
Alabama” has been in the works 
for a number of years and is the 
first of its kind to be held at the 
University. 
 “CSI Alabama” features 
information about all aspects 
of crime scene investigation 
and gives visitors a number of 
hands-on learning opportuni-
ties. A mock crime scene is part 
of the exhibit, and “evidence 
markers” are given to show how 
investigators gather clues. 
 A computer program called 
“Faces” will allow visitors to rec-
reate a suspect’s image from 
memory. People can also learn 
about facial reconstruction, 
a process investigators use to 
determine what a person looked 
like using only their skull.
 The exhibit explains infor-
mation about how insects help 
investigators determine a vic-
tim’s time of death. Other sec-

tions of the exhibit inform visi-
tors of what can be determined 
by hairs and fibers found at a 
crime scene.
 One exhibit in particular, 
titled “The Autopsy,” contains 
a nearly complete skeleton that 
was donated to the University 
for educational purposes. 
 Jacobi said he hopes the 
exhibit will give people a more 
realistic look at what it takes to 
be involved in forensics.
 “People can get a little bit 
of a flavor of what’s going on 
in the real world,” he said. “If 
you’re into solving puzzles 
and you’re patient and go after 
things to try to figure them out, 
this is something you might 

want to do.”
 The museum is open Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10 a.m. 

to 4:30 p.m. Admission is $2 for 
adults and $1 for children and 
seniors.

‘CSI Alabama’ shows real forensics

CW/ T.G. Paschal

Keith Jacobi from the anthropology department works on the CSI exhibit in 
Smith Hall. The museum is open Tuesday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

excluding students, it seems to 
me that they’ve put their foot in 
their mouths already,” Walker 
said.
 Harris said the Students’ 
Choice is not a political party, 
though he could see why some 
people might want to classify it 
as such.
 “We all have a strong desire to 
see change,” Harris said. “That’s 
the common thread that binds 
all of the candidates together.”
 Matthew Wisda, one candi-
date for vice president of aca-
demic affairs who is not on the 
Students’ Choice Ticket, said he 
is not worried about what the 
coalition is trying to do.
 “The only thing I’m focusing 
on is getting my platform out 
to students,” Wisda said. “My 
goal is to let them know that I’m 
going to do everything I say I’m 
going to do.”
 Wade Smith, a candidate for 
executive vice president, said 
the candidates on the Students’ 
Choice Ticket are students who 
will follow up on the promises 
they make during their cam-
paigns if they’re elected.
 “We’re just a group of stu-
dents, for students, elected by 
students, to meet the needs of 
the people who’ve voted for us,” 
Smith said. 
 He said their coalition is not 
focused on a specific section of 
the student body.
 “Students’ Choice isn’t just 
for one student or one group or 
two groups,” Smith said. “We’re 
going to work for everybody.”
 Harris said contrary to some 
rumors, the Students’ Choice 
Ticket is not running on an anti-
Machine platform.
 “This isn’t Machine vs. anti-
Machine or greeks vs. indepen-
dents, it’s just an attempt to level 
the playing field,” Harris said.
 Harris said he would like to 
see independents form coali-
tions in the future for SGA elec-
tions.
 “The framework is there, and 
the foundation has been laid, 
so there’s no reason why there 
shouldn’t be a Students’ Choice 
Ticket in the future,” he said.
 Other Students’ Choice Ticket 
executive candidates include 
Phillips Thomas, candidate 
for vice president of academic 
affairs; Tiffany Story, candidate 
for vice president of financial 
affairs; Jesse Homan, candidate 
for vice president of external 
affairs; and Bria Nicole Knapp, 
candidate for executive secre-
tary, according to a press release 
sent out by the ticket’s spokes-
woman Whitney Walker.
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Editorial Board

The Crimson White welcomes your view on the issues. Letters to the editor must be less than 300 words 
and guest columns less than 700. Send submissions to letters@cw.ua.edu. Submissions must include the 
author’s name and daytime phone number. Phone numbers are for verification and will not be published. 
Students should also include their year in school and major. For more information, call 348-6144 or e-mail 
letters@cw.ua.edu. The CW reserves the right to edit all submissions. 

Opinions
Friday, March 2, 2007

Our View

What’s your view? Send letters or guest columns to 
letters@cw.ua.edu. Students should include name, 
year, major and daytime phone number. More 
information is available at the bottom of the page.

Jordan Pittman ■ Editor  
pittman@cw.ua.edu
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Jordan Pittman Opinions Editor

Mike Faulk   Managing Editor: News
Callie Corley Managing Editor: Design

Our View is the consensus of the CW editorial board.

Submitted by Braxton Thrash

 Among the posters 
and shouts of “Wisda!” at 
Wednesday’s The Crimson 
White SGA Executive 
Candidates Forum, two argu-
ments were repeated over and 
over in a debate that has gone 
nowhere in the organization’s 
93 years. 
 It’s either “the SGA is not 
doing a good enough job,” 
according to the Students’ 
Choice Ticket or “the SGA 
has been doing enough for 
students,” according to most 
greeks and some indepen-
dents already in the SGA.
 When I was student life edi-
tor for The CW from 2005-06, 
a huge part of my beat was 
covering our SGA. So with this 
year’s elections coming up 
on Tuesday and Wednesday 
I think it’s appropriate that I 
speak out on what I’ve seen in 
the last few years covering the 
SGA.
 The most unfortunate part 
I’ve witnessed, and the only 
aspect that most students 
get exposed to, are the elec-
tions themselves. Party lines 
are drawn on the very factual 
divide between involved inde-
pendents and those greeks 
who associate themselves 
with the Machine.
 The Machine, founded in 
1888 and otherwise known as 
Theta Nu Epsilon, is a select 
coalition of traditionally white 
fraternities and sororities 
designed to influence campus 
politics — and they do just 
that. What makes the greeks 
vs. independents issue so hard 
to address in elections cover-
age is that Machine-backed 

candidates refuse to talk about 
it, and some greeks cry foul 
the moment it’s brought up.
 In response to what inde-
pendents see as a group of 
greeks working as corrupt SGA 
overlords, movements like the 
Students’ Choice Ticket form 
and then inevitably fall flat 
on their faces like their ticket 
most likely will next week.
 There are obvious reasons 
for this — the Machine has 
voters and the independents 
don’t — but there are reasons 
for why both of these sides 
have failed to inspire this 
campus. These elections fail 
to get a serious democratic 
turnout because the rhetoric 
is too self-centered, or evasive, 
to make anybody care.
 The independents have 
messed this up because many 
who throw themselves into 
SGA elections only know the 
SGA for its Machine-con-
trolled history and run on 
anti-Machine platforms done 
with a lot of confidence but 
little research and few tangible 
plans for a reformed SGA. 
 The prime example is that 

for two years in a row now, 
some independent has raised 
the issue of what to do with 
the now $180,000 in the Office 
of Student Affairs reserve 
fund, which is affectionately 
and incorrectly referred to 
by everyone else as the SGA 
reserve fund. Last year presi-
dential candidate Corbin 
Martin wanted to donate it to 
the West Alabama Food Bank, 
and this year the Students’ 
Choice Ticket wants it to go to 
scholarships.
 Each effort held strongly on 
the idea that SGA officials just 
choose not to use the money, 
when in fact they don’t con-
trol the purse strings — not 
to mention that state law pro-
hibits that money from being 
given to individuals or organi-
zations as mere gifts. Letting 
this fly over people’s heads 
twice is just bad research on 
the part of the candidates. 
More importantly, it gives 
legitimate doubt to just what 
these independent candi-
dates’ intentions are for run-
ning.
 Among the Machine candi-
dates who will always be elect-
ed, there have been some very 
good ones who have imple-
mented policies that made 
students care about the SGA. 
The 2003-04 SGA President 
Katie Boyd set a decent stan-
dard of quality to beat, but so 
far no one else has.
 In February of 2006 then-
SGA President Mary Margaret 
Carroll told me she had been 
a member of the Machine and 
in that capacity helped with 
both Boyd’s and Hal Mooty’s 

respective campaigns for SGA 
president. After that story 
ran, The CW editorial board 
declared, “From now on, if 
anyone spews that tired old 
line [that there is no Machine], 
we — campus journalists, stu-
dents and administrators — 
should feel insulted.”
 But even in the elections 
that took place one month 
later, not one Machine-backed 
candidate would come out 
and say it — even though most 
of them campaigned with the 
promise of transparency. They 
are still too ashamed to make 
their bed and lie in it too, and 
no one will ever trust the SGA 
as much as they could if its 
officials would just acknowl-
edge their real base of support. 
At least Carroll had gumption 
in the end.
 In other words, indepen-
dents are too focused on 
transparency without tangible 
plans for improvement, and 
the Machine-supported can-
didates are too closed off to 
draw attention to the good 
that some of them have done.  
 When these egos meet every 
March, they collide like oppos-
ing trains on the same track, 
though I imagine indepen-
dents looking more like the 
“Little Engine That Can’t Ever.” 
The results are empty debates 
and Machine landslides.
 This process perpetuates 
itself at the expense of the 
people’s attention span, and 
nothing will move forward if it 
doesn’t change.

Mike Faulk is managing editor: 
news of The Crimson White. 
His column runs Friday.

SGA elections sing same song

Mike Faulk
faulk@cw.ua.edu

Pura 
Vida

Students’ Choice from stu-
dents’ voice?

 I would like to commend 
the Students’ Choice can-
didates on their organiza-
tion and united front. It is 
always impressive to see a 
candidate or group of can-
didates who seem to have 
it together.
 However, after seeing 
the chalking on the Quad, 
reading the opinions piece 
in The Crimson White by 
Ben Foster on Wednesday 
and attending The CW 
forum on Wednesday 
night I feel I am forced 
to ask one question: Why 
are these candidates called 
Students’ Choice?
 According to Foster’s 
article, the “Students’ 
Choice” candidates are 
the students who deemed 
themselves as such. It 
seems to me this is a mis-
leading term if they gave it 
to themselves.
 To truly be called the 

“Students’ Choice” candi-
dates, shouldn’t they have 
taken into account real 
students’ opinions who 
are not directly involved 
with the elections? I mean, 
I’m a student, and nobody 
asked me who I thought 
should run.
 I would be interested to 
see the results of the poll of 
students who chose them 
out of all of the students 
on campus to run for the 
SGA. What percentage of 
campus did they ask?
 If they are claiming to 
be the choice of the stu-
dents on the UA campus, 
shouldn’t they explain how 
they got there?
 I challenge one of these 
“Students’ Choice” can-
didates to come forward 
with all of this informa-
tion.
 Maybe the “Students’ 
Choice” candidates should 
be called the “Currently 
Running Candidates’ 
Personal Choice.”

Erin Cornelius
Sophomore, English

Letter to the Editor

BY JUSTICE SMYTH

 I read SGA Sen. Ben Foster’s 
opinion piece published 
Wednesday. Because it was 
such a strange article, I read 
it twice. Foster said he was 
writing in order to commit his 
own “political suicide” and 
that he anticipated no future 
support from his “colleagues 
in the Senate” if his article got 
published.
 Well, his words did get pub-
lished. And since those words 
went far beyond an inven-
tory of his own “failures,” to 
the point of an attack upon 
the entire student govern-
ment, I believe it is my duty to 
respond. I do this not simply 
as SGA president but on behalf 
of countless students who give 
unselfishly of themselves as 
senators, committee members 
and volunteers and in order 
to make this campus a better 
place to live, work and play. 
 Foster said the SGA “is irrel-
evant,” that it is “currently in a 
failed state” and that the SGA 
“has done nothing to serve the 
students.” He said he was ask-
ing students “for forgiveness.” 
On the surface, it would seem 
clear why Foster felt the need 
for such a mea culpa.   

 If he feels he has made no 
real contributions and that his 
ideas never got momentum, it 
would be logical for him to be 
so distraught.
 On closer observation, how-
ever, you may see another 
agenda at work. Not merely 
content with reciting his own 
“failures,” Ben has maligned 
the entire SGA, but for what 
purpose? Apparently, Foster 
wrote in order to “endorse” his 
own slate of candidates in the 
upcoming election. 
 UA students have the right 
to decide which candidates are 
best equipped to serve in their 
SGA. I have every confidence 
that my fellow students will 
make the right choices when 
they go to the polls on March 
6 and 7. They certainly don’t 
need me to tell them how to 
vote; they are entirely capa-
ble of making their decisions 
without any help from me or 
Foster.
 But let’s at least get the facts 
straight.
 Foster says the SGA is “a 
failed state.” Really? Try tell-
ing that to the students who 
received more than $220,000 
in SGA originated student 
loans this year. Or try convinc-
ing 1,100 students who applied 
for, and were appointed to, 

SGA committees. Try con-
vincing people that the SGA 
should not have institutional-
ized its reform and streamlin-
ing efforts.
 Or maybe you can convince 
students that the SGA Open 
House and Office on the Quad 
did not make student govern-
ment more accessible. Tell 
them it was a bad idea to put 
the Senate’s business online 
or that publishing Senate min-
utes is bad. Convince them 
the updated SGA Web site is a 
failure, eventough it has made 
communicating with student 
leaders easier than ever.
 Tell them we didn’t need 
thousands of additional stu-
dent football tickets last fall, 
or that we should not have 
become involved with city 
government on issues like UA 
campus expansion, parking, 
transportation or safety. And 
don’t forget arguing that the 
new “Crimson Choice” land-
lord evaluation program will 
do nothing to improve the 
quality and safety of off-cam-
pus housing.
 Convince them SGA was 
“irrelevant” when we raised 
money for KidOne Transport, 
that we should not have con-
tributed 13,714 pounds of 
food to the “Beat Auburn/Beat 

Hunger” campaign or that it 
made “no difference” when 
we set a record by raising 
more than $30,000 for the 
S.P.I.R.I.T. campaign.
 Guess what? You may have 
a pretty hard time persuad-
ing people that the SGA has 
sat on its hands this year. 
Foster says he “failed in exe-
cuting [his] duties as a sena-
tor…” Well, Ben, that’s too 
bad for you — and too bad 
for the people who elected 
you. 
 But the SGA has not failed 
in its duties. Just one other 
thing: If the candidates Ben 
supports favor the kind of 
misinformation and decep-
tion he has offered up, not a 
single one of them should be 
elected. 
 President Abraham Lincoln 
said it best: “You can fool 
some of the people all of the 
time, and all of the people 
some of the time, but you 
can’t fool all of the people all 
of the time.” Sorry about the 
“political suicide,” Ben, but 
maybe we’ll still be able to 
attend the funeral.

Justice Smyth is the SGA pres-
ident and a senior majoring 
in journalism.

Let me set the record straight

 In the race for SGA executive vice president 
between Madeline Barter and Wade Smith, The 
Crimson White editorial board endorses Wade 
Smith.
 Barter’s “Open Door, Open Floor” platform 
policy sounds nice, but we feel it lacks depth and 
enthusiasm. In her endorsement interview with 
the editorial board on Sunday, she offered few 
specifics about her plans and, well, didn’t have 
much to say about any of the topics we ques-
tioned her about.
 Her platform calls for putting senator’s voting 
records on the SGA Web site and that is some-
thing we’d really like to see happen. We also like 
that she wants to increase the SGA’s involvement 
in community service projects and she has expe-
rience with the SGA, but she just didn’t offer up 
the same enthusiasm as her opponent.
 Smith’s eagerness to accomplish things on cam-
pus was apparent from the moment he walked 
into the interview with The CW editorial board.
 He acknowledged the empty and mostly con-
gratulatory resolutions the SGA has been passing 
all year long. While those are nice, he said, the 
SGA should be focused on being proactive for the 
students on campus, and we agree.
 Smith also calls for more openness on the 
SGA Web site by publishing each senator’s 
attendance. He has served as a senator for the 
Culverhouse College of Commerce and Business 
Administration this past year and said the whole 
Senate voting body is never present at SGA meet-
ings.
 If students are able to check to see if their sena-
tors are attending meetings, he said they will be 
held more accountable.
 Smith also wants to change the way senators 
do office hours. He would like each senator to 
split his or her time between the SGA office, 
where senators currently hold office hours, and 
the college they represent.
 We also like that Smith wants SGA meetings 
publicized on the radio, television and even on 
the Web so that students have more opportuni-
ties to see what is going on in their student gov-
ernment.
 Smith also calls for better training for senators 
and new processes to make sure resolutions that 
are passed are being enforced properly. He wants 
the sponsors of resolutions that pass to attend 
executive meetings so that each resolution can 
be explained properly and the senator will have 
input on how to carry out the resolution.
 Smith has enough experience in the SGA, and 
we think he will be able to carry out his promises 
if elected to the position he is seeking.

Smith
for VP
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to a dry county, Nick's in the 
Stix, a popular restaurant, had 
to move across county lines into 
Greene County in order to avoid 
the long, dry arm of the law. 

When a friend of his first vis-
ited the Capstone from Boston, 
Jones said he was clueless as to 
the city’s alcohol-free condition 
or the state’s history of being dry 
in many areas. 

“He went downtown for lunch 
on his second day here and tried 
to order a beer,” Jones said. “The 
waitress told him, ‘Sir, this is a 
dry county.’

“‘What’s a dry county?’” he 
asked. “She explained that 
meant they couldn’t officially sell 
alcohol. But she said if he really 
wanted some, she knew where 
he could find the bootlegger.”

Because he was at the 
University on a baseball schol-
arship, Jones said he avoided the 
drinking and most of the par-
tying that did happen around 
the campus. He lived a sheltered 
college life in the athletic resi-
dence hall, with “only a few wild 
Indians” running around.

“When the football season 
was over and there was no more 
curfew and the coaches weren’t 
watching what they were doing, 
a few of the players would get 
pretty drunk,” Jones said. “Some 
would get kind of crazy for a day 
or two, but you didn’t see much 
of it.”

But when students did want 
to get alcohol, Jones said they 
went to Bessemer for their beer, 
Eutaw for the bars or the boot-
legger for local liquor. 

The drinking that did happen, 
though, was much more con-
cealed than today, Jones said. He 
said people would drink socially, 
but there were not articles about 
drunken driving accidents in the 
papers, and he cannot remem-
ber any fraternity being placed 
on social probation for alcohol. 

A friend of Jones’s tried to 
make moonshine in an old but-
ter churn under his apartment 
once, secretly because his wife 
disapproved. But after a dog 
knocked over the churn and she 
could smell the fumes from the 
alcohol under the floor, the tiny 
woman grabbed her husband 
by the ear in their front yard and 
screamed at him. 

'It just wasn’t done’

 Earl Langner cannot remem-
ber when exactly he started 
drinking, but it certainly was not 
while he played football for the 
Crimson Tide. He said he did 
not want to, and he would not 
have let his teammates down 
like that. 
 “You had to be in good physi-
cal condition and alert to play 
football,” said Langner, a 1952 
UA graduate and former Tide 
quarterback. “I never touched 
it ‘till I don’t know when. It was 
after I had stopped playing foot-
ball, I can tell you that much.”
 Langner also pledged Pi 
Kappa Alpha fraternity, but he 
said he does not remember 
much alcohol in the fraternity 
except for maybe a six-pack at 
card games or spiked punch at 
a dance. For the most part, he 
said, there seemed to be little 
interest in alcohol, so many stu-
dents didn’t drink.   
 “It wasn’t a matter of repres-
sion,” Langner said. “It just 
wasn’t done. And if there was 
any drinking, it wasn’t really on 
campus.”
 He had some friends who 
made the trek to the bars in 
Eutaw when they wanted their 
alcohol fix. But Langner said one 
of his old college friends now 
questions how they never died 
driving along those windy, bad 
roads. 
 Langner’s wife Anne said she 
only remembers students drink-
ing on special occasions — at 
a big fraternity party or during 
Homecoming. But she said she 
clearly recalls the law school’s 
float in the Homecoming parade 
full of drunken law school stu-
dents, including her husband.
 “I can remember all the boys 
having some drinks out there 
working on the float before the 
parade and then falling off while 
riding it later,” Anne Langner 
said. 
 But Anne said drinking 
was not prevalent on campus 
because students didn’t care 
about it as much.
 “I didn’t think of it as that 
much of a party school,” she 
said. “Everyone was there get-
ting an education.”

The bar scene grows 

 Once Tuscaloosa legalized 
alcohol, the bars spilled into the 
county seat and with them a 
more lax attitude toward drink-
ing that led to its widespread 
use. 
 The Chukker emerged in 1956 

— a bar for anyone and every-
one at the midpoint between 
the University campus and 
downtown Tuscaloosa. 
 Lee McKnight, an English 
professor at Stillman College, 
was a 17-year-old piano player 
at the Chukker. He transferred 
to Florence State Community 
College at the end of his fresh-
man year at the University 
after partying “more than was 
good for a 17-year-old boy.”
 Because alcohol laws were 
not well enforced, he drank 
even though he was under-
age as long as he at least faked 
playing the piano. 
 “At that time, if one was old 
enough to get the money to 
the bartender, one could be 
served,” McKnight said. 
 By the 1960s, John Steele, 
a 1965 UA graduate, said the 
alcohol-soaked party school 
image had become ingrained 
as part of the University. 
 “We lived for the week-
ends,” Steele said. “Sometimes 
it would be the weekend even 
before it was officially the 
weekend.”
 The Strip barely existed, 
however, because of laws pre-
venting alcoholic establish-
ments within a mile of the 
University. Tuscaloosa was a 
relatively small town, so there 
were not too many options 
of bars to go to. As a result, 
Steele said most of the drink-
ing took place in apartments 
or at fraternity parties. 
 “There was no bar hopping 
just because there weren’t 
that many places to hop to 
and from,” Steele said. 
 Steele also said the drinking 
scene was a “more formal and 
structured world back then.” 
If a person in a bar wanted to 
walk over to another table, he 
said, he could not carry his 
own drink. Instead, a waitress 
had to move the drink over 
there for him. 
 Enforcement on or off cam-
pus was never overly strict 
either, Steele said.
 “They weren’t cracking 
down on particular kids,” 
Steele said. “It was pretty 
free so long as we somewhat 
behaved ourselves.”
 
In Monday’s paper, The 
Crimson White will run a 
story focusing on the increase 
of bars in Tuscaloosa and the 
growth of the Strip during the 
1970s and 1980s.
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Finnegan tops UP Comedy Central event
BY LAURA PITTS 
Senior Entertainment Reporter
■ pitts@cw.ua.edu

UA students hoping to get 
a free dose of laughter at this 
week’s University Programs 
event will have to wait.
 UP will host the “Comedy 
Central on Campus” Christian 
Finnegan Two For Flinching 
Tour tonight at 6:30 at Morgan 
Auditorium. 
 However, unlike previous 
UP events, admission will be 
charged for this event.
 “The tour is carrying 
the name of Christian and 
Comedy Central, and with 
those big names comes a high 
cost of the show,” said Allison 
Sexton, UP director of com-
edy.
 The cost is $3 for students, 
who can pay with Bama Cash, 
and $5 for non-students.
 “The tickets are very inex-
pensive and well worth it,” 
Sexton said. “It’s not bad at all 
for a night of entertainment.
 “If someone goes out to 
a club, the cover charge is 

going to be higher than $3,” 
Sexton said. “Also if a person 
was going to see the same 
names at a comedy club, the 
cost would be much higher.”
 Tickets are on sale in the 
Ferguson Center, and stu-
dents have the opportunity 
to pay at the door. However, 
students are encouraged to 
buy tickets early to ensure a 
seat for the show. 
 Incoming UP Vice President 
Heather Roberts said 

selecting bet-
ter artists to 
meet students’ 
needs will cost 
money.
 “ S t u d e n t s 
have wanted 
better acts for 
a long time, 
and in order 
to get those 
acts they have 
to be willing to 
pay,” Roberts 
said. “So far 
we’ve had a 
good ticket 
sale turnout.”
 The idea of 

having students pay for high-
er-profile UP events is not a 
new one. 
 In The Crimson White arti-
cle “UP cites financial obsta-
cles in booking large bands,” 
which ran Sept. 8, 2006, 
Bobby Puppione, a graduate 
student in telecommunica-
tion and film, said, “If there 
were a bigger band and it cost 
$5, I would definitely do that. 
I would pay $10, or even $15 
or $20 if they would do it.”
 Finnegan is a stand-up 
comedian, writer and actor 
widely recognized as a panel-
ist on the hit VH1 series “Best 
Week Ever” and as host of TV 
Land’s interstitial game show 

“Game Time.”
 Sexton said the UP board 
saw Finnegan’s performance 
at the National Association 
for Campus Activities and 
they enjoyed it.
 “From there we got in con-
tact with his agent and found 
out he had a college tour in 
the spring of ’07,” she said.
 Finnegan’s act focuses on 
growing up and various other 
avenues of life.
 “It’s about being in grade 
school with bullies, being in 
college and having relation-
ships,” Sexton said. “It’s a 
show for everyone.”
 In addition to Finnegan, the 
show will 
also fea-
ture popu-
lar come-
dian, Nick 
T h u n e . 
According 
to the offi-
cial press 
r e l e a s e , 
Thune has 
performed 
at the 
Hollywood 
I m p r o v , 
L a u g h 
F a c t o r y , 
H B O ’ s 
C o m e d y 
A r t s 

Festival and several other ven-
ues across the country. 
 “The tour as a whole is 
really good because it’s not 
just comedy. There will be 

giveaways from Comedy
Central and a chance to win a 
car by Kia,” Sexton said. “This
event will give you something 
to do on a Friday night.”

Contributed
Christian Finnegan is scheduled to host the “Comedy Central on 
Campus" event as part of the Two for Flinching tour at 6:30 p.m. 
at Morgan Auditorium. It will cost students $3 to attend.
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SGA, Walker said he would get 
rid of committees and would 
create offices instead.

“This way, everyone would 
have a job instead of a mem-
bership,” he said. 

In addition to the creation 
of offices, Walker said SGA offi-
cers would see an increased 
number of work days during 
the year if he’s elected SGA 
president. For example, Walker 
said during the summer of 
2006, student football tickets 
sold out before many students 
had had a chance to even try to 
buy tickets.

“Administrators make high 
decisions during the summer,” 
he said. “If SGA had been here 
in the summer, they could have 
avoided some of these prob-
lems [football tickets].” 

If SGA officers work during 

the summer, Walker said stu-
dents would not have to wait 
until the fall to address some 
of their concerns to executives 
about campus. 
 “SGA should protect stu-
dents, no matter what month 
it is,” he said. “SGA can’t have 
summer vacation.”
 As for the growth of the 
University, Walker said UA 
administrators should hire 
more professors to help 
decrease class sizes.
 “If we’re expecting the stu-
dent body to grow, the school 
should grow with it,” Walker 
said. 
 To see what areas need to 
be addressed, Walker said he 
would want a list of every class 
size on campus. 
 Next year, Walker said UA 
students will have to get used 
to the new transit system, 
which for the first few days in 
use, he said, could have some 
students arriving late to class.
 “The system will take getting 

used to,” he said, “and I want 
faculty to understand we’re 
taking buses for the first time 
and will be late for classes.”
 For the first few days of the 
fall semester, Walker said stu-
dents should be given passes 
if they are late to class, at least 
until they have had time to get 
used to the new system. There 
should also be a grace period at 
first, Walker said, for students 
who get confused and park in 
the wrong lots because of the 
upcoming parking lot changes 
due to the transit system. 
 To make sure students’ voic-
es and opinions about the Strip 
are heard by UA administra-
tors, Walker said he would cre-
ate a “Strip Advisory Council,” 
composed of students, facul-
ty, alumni and city leaders in 
Tuscaloosa. 
 “I’ve already talked to City 
Councilman Lee Garrison and 
[President] Robert Witt about 
the council,” he said, “and the 
council will be recognized by 

the city.” 
 In addition to focusing 
on the future of the Strip, 
Walker said he would create 
a Capstone coupon program. 
The program, he said, would 
give students who presented 
their ACTion cards to local 
businesses discounts for being 
UA students. 
 Extending wireless comput-
er access throughout campus 
is another goal Walker said he 
would tackle when in office.
 “I would identify areas that 

don’t have wireless access right 
now on campus,” he said. “For 
instance, the center of the 
Quad isn’t wireless right now.” 
 Walker said if elected, he 
would continue to work to 
lower the cost of textbooks. He 
said the SGA will continue to 
encourage faculty members to 
choose books with inexpensive 
prices. 
 In order to promote trans-
parency within the SGA, Walker 
said he would put the SGA 
budget and applications on the 

Internet. A personnel board 
would also be created, he said, 
to hire and fire SGA members. 
The board would be composed 
of individuals from the general 
student body, whom he said 
would be appointed by SGA 
officials.

so can SGA officers.” 
 Harris said if elected, he would 
immediately address the future 
of the Strip, which is something 
he said many students are con-
cerned with. 
 “If the University wants to go 
out and play real estate on the 
Strip, that’s fine,” he said, “but 
the students need to be con-
sulted first.” 
 The future of the Strip is a 
complex issue, but all sides need 
to be taken into account when 
making decisions regarding its 
future, he said. 
 “Obviously the University 
has safety and image concerns 
with having bars this close to 
campus,” Harris said. “But [the 
University] also has to realize 
the entertainment district has 
been a major hub for most, but 
not all students.” 
 In order to ensure students’ 
opinions regarding the Strip are 
heard, Harris said if elected he 
would create a task force con-
sisting of students, UA officials, 
business owners on the Strip 
and the new consulting firm to 
discuss what the Strip will look 
like in the future.

 “The task force will help to 
create a Strip that maintains 
tradition and supplies students 
with entertainment but doesn’t 
take away from UA’s growing 
positive image or from the busi-
ness owners,” Harris said. 
 In addition to transparency 
and issues with the Strip, Harris 
said if elected, he would work 
to have the SGA give out more 
scholarships to students. He 
said the University usually gives 
scholarships to students with 
the highest GPAs, but under his 
administration, scholarships 
would be dispersed based on a 
student’s merit, need and GPA. 
 “Scholarships will be given 
based on what a student has 
done on campus,” he said. “GPA 
will play a part but won’t be the 
determining factor.” 
 Transporting students to away 
football games is another issue 
Harris said he wants to work 
on if elected. Louisiana State 
University is one Southeastern 
Conference school that trans-
ported students to away games 
last year, he said. The SGA or 
reserve funds could be used to 
transport students to the away 
games, Harris said. 
 “Obviously it’s not feasible 
to say we could transport every 
student to the games,” he said. 
“But we [SGA] could do a first 

come sign-up sheet or raffle to 
see who could go to the games.”
 Seating options in older 
buildings such as ten Hoor Hall 
and Morgan Hall is something 
else Harris said would improve 
if he is elected SGA president.
 “Regardless of your major, all 
students have to take classes 
in [ten Hoor Hall and Morgan 
Hall],” he said. 
 With class sizes on campus 
growing, Harris said better desks 
are a minor convenience to ask 
for. 
 Harris said he knows some 
students don’t care about the 
SGA, but said he still thinks those 
students should realize they can 
make changes at the University.
 “Although there isn’t much 
reason to care or show interest in 
SGA, I still believe students have 
a responsibility at this University 
to take change upon themselves 
and elect quality students as 
their leaders,” he said. 
 If elected, Harris said he 
hopes to have most, if not all of 
his platform goals accomplished 
within the first 50 days of being 
in office.
 “SGA can’t afford to take a 
break over summer and expect 
to be on top of things,” he said. 
“A Harris administration and the 
Students’ Choice candidates will 
immediately go to work for the 
students.” 

WALKER
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BY BEN DAKE  
Sports Reporter
■ dake@cw.ua.edu

 Redshirt sophomore Matt 
Bentley is having a career year 
for the Crimson Tide baseball 
team, now 11 games into the 
season.  
 For Bentley, this has been a 
strong start for more than just 
the offensive numbers he has 
posted. In addition to being a 
key part in the Tide’s offense 
this year, this is the first season 
Bentley has seen a significant 
amount of playing time.
 “Since I’ve been here, I’ve 
been behind some great first 
basemen,” Bentley said. “Last 
year, I was behind Spencer 
Pennington. Spencer was a 
great guy, a great team guy, but 
now it is my turn, and I’m just 
hoping to take advantage of it.”
 Bentley also said he thinks 
having to play behind other 
players for so long has helped 
him more than hurt him.
 “Of course, I would have 
loved to play but I have definitely 

learned a lot from the guys who 
were there before me,” Bentley 
said. “They taught me a lot 
about the position.”
 Bentley said while he was 
playing behind the other guys, 
they not only taught him a lot 
about how to play the posi-
tion but also helped him adjust 
to the speed and pace of SEC 
baseball.
 “It’s a lot higher-paced now 
than it was in high school,” 
Bentley said.
 Bentley’s offensive produc-
tion throughout the season has 
been one of the key elements of 
the Tide’s success this season. 
So far this season, he has post-
ed a .344 batting average with 
eight RBI. Bentley also said a 
lot of the work he put in during 
the off-season has translated 
into success offensively in the 
spring.
 “All off-season we worked 
on hitting off a tee,” Bentley 
said. “That way we could work 
on hitting through the ball and 
staying inside of it and not get-
ting around it, which is the 

biggest problem of hitters.”
 Bentley said once he started 
hitting inside of the ball, he hit 
the gaps everywhere instead of 
just hitting ground balls some-
times.
 Tide coach Jim Wells said he 
expects Bentley’s playing time 
to continue to be significant.
 “We’re going to give Bentley 
every opportunity to play this 
year that we can,” Wells said. 
“He’s been in the program now 
for two years and been a faith-
ful, loyal servant.”
 Wells also said he has been 
pleased with Bentley’s offensive 
contributions this season and 
with his overall improvement.
 “Bentley is a great team guy,” 
Wells said. “He’s one of those 
guys you want to see succeed.”
 Bentley and the Tide will be 
looking to continue their suc-
cess this season against the 
McNeese State Cowboys in 
a weekend series at Sewell-
Thomas Stadium. 
 The first game will be tonight 
at 6:30. 
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CW/ T.G. Paschal

Alabama sophomore Matt Bentley waits on a pitch during a game.

CW/ T.G. Paschal

Lauren Parker runs the bases after 
hitting a home run.

Parker succeeds along with Tide

Bentley’s offense key to Tide’s success
■ BASEBALL

■ SOFTBALL

Tide lands three on 
NABC All-District team

Alabama to be featured 
on ABC show Saturday

 For the second straight 
year, both Alabama’s 
Jermareo Davidson and 
Ronald Steele have been 
voted All-District 6 by the 
National Association of 
Basketball Coaches, and in 
2007 sophomore Richard 
Hendrix has joined the duo 
as an honoree. 
 The NABC All-District 
teams were announced 
Wednesday and were voted 
on by member coaches of 
the NABC, whose member-
ship is made up primarily of 
university and college bas-
ketball coaches.
 The NABC District 6 First 
Team consists of Davidson, 
Alabama’s 6-foot-10 All-SEC 
senior center from Atlanta; 
Florida players Joakim 
Noah, Taurean Green and Al 
Horford; and Florida State’s 
Al Thornton. 
 The Second Team con-
sists of Hendrix, a 6-foot-8 
sophomore forward from 
Athens; Steele, a 6-foot-
3 junior point guard from 
Birmingham; Florida’s Corey 
Brewer; Ole Miss’s Todd 
Abernethy; and Mississippi 
State’s Jamont Gordon.
 The 150 student-ath-
letes from 15 districts are 
now eligible for the NABC 
Division I All-America team 
that will be announced at 
the conclusion of the 2007 
season.

 Mark Gottfried and his 
Alabama basketball team 
is the featured subject this 
week on “Free Ticket: Inside 
College Basketball.” 
 The 30-minute program 
will air at 2 p.m. on ABC on 
Saturday and at 1 p.m. on 
ESPN2 on Thursday.
 The show will be entirely 
about Crimson Tide basket-
ball, in particular the 2007 
team. A camera crew was 
in Tuscaloosa Feb. 19-24. 
It accompanied the team 
to its Feb. 21 road game at 
Tennessee as well. It fol-
lowed the players and Coach 
Gottfried through their daily 
routines, from classes, prac-
tices and games, to lunch at 
a campus dining hall, press 
conferences, media inter-
views and even community 
volunteering. 
 The crew followed start-
ers Jermareo Davidson and 
Richard Hendrix to their 
appearance at a Tuscaloosa 
pre-school as well as a media 
interview at the University’s 
School of Music where 
Hendrix and starter Mykal 
Riley displayed their piano 
playing talents.  
 “Free Ticket: Inside College 
Basketball” is an eight-epi-
sode program that runs dur-
ing the heart of the college 
basketball season. 
 Alabama is one of only five 
teams nationally chosen. 
Kansas State, Indiana, Texas 
A&M and Wisconsin have 
already been featured since 
the weekly show first aired 
on Jan. 13.

BY CAROLINE GWALTNEY  
Senior sports reporter 
■ gwaltney@cw.ua.edu

 When a student-athlete 
transfers from another school, 
it often takes awhile to adjust 
to a new environment, new 
teammates and a new coach-
ing staff. 
 But for Alabama softball 
player Lauren Parker, it took no 
time at all.
 The Texas native and Baylor 
University transfer is off to a 
great start for the Crimson Tide 
after just three tournaments. 
 Parker was named SEC 
Player of the Week Monday 
and was also selected as the 
Hampton Inn Crimson Classic 
Tournament MVP last week-
end.
 “It’s a big honor,” Parker said. 
“It feels good to be able to rep-
resent the University and our 
program in such a way that is 
known throughout the SEC.”
 Parker hit .643 last week-
end, going 9-for-14 with six 
runs scored, three doubles, one 
home run, six RBIs and two 
stolen bases.
 After being recruited to play 
at Baylor as a junior in high 
school, Parker got to do her own 
recruiting in seeking Alabama.
 Despite her good experi-
ences at Baylor, she said she 
wanted to try something new 
and Alabama was the perfect 
fit. 
 She said when she visited 
Alabama for the first time, she 
knew instantly she wanted to 
be a part of the team.
 “It just hit me,” she said. “It 
was amazing to see 1,500 peo-
ple in the crowd cheering for 
softball. I wasn’t even playing 
and I felt like a was a part of it.”
 With the help of teammates 
and coaches, the transition for 
Parker has not been difficult 
despite being farther away from 

home.
 “This is something I really 
wanted to do after having a year 
of college under my belt,” she 
said. 
 “I wanted to step outside my 
comfort zone and see if I could 
survive it.”
 Parker was also unsure of 
what the team was going to call 
on her to do when she arrived.
 She said the best part about 
the team is the passion every-
one has for the game.
 “I think it’s so easy to be 
yourself here,” she said. “It’s 
easy just to relax and have fun 
because everybody comes out 
and plays hard everyday. It’s 
awesome to be a part of some-
thing that everybody’s so pas-
sionate about.”
 Parker said things began 
changing in her life last year 
when Hurricane Rita struck her 
hometown and left her family’s 
home severely damaged. 
 Because of her age, she said 
she took a lot of things for grant-
ed and the hurricane really put 
things into perspective — even 
on the softball field.
 “It really opened my eyes up 
to everything, and I brought it 
onto the field as this may be 
my last day to play,” she said. 
“I think I’ve become more pas-
sionate about everything I do, 
especially when it concerns 
family and friends.”
 Parker and the No. 3 Tide 
extended their perfect season to 
17-0 with an 8-1 victory against 
Samford Wednesday night.
 The Tide will be home this 
weekend for their third straight 
tournament. 
 They will welcome No. 11 
Louisiana-Lafayette and Seton 
Hall to Tuscaloosa for three 
days of action. 
 Alabama will face both teams 
twice during the weekend start-
ing with a  contest against Seton 
Hall Friday at 6 tonight.

www.cw.ua.edu

GET OUT
OF HERE THIS

GO
SUMMER

JOIN
APPLY BEFORE SPRING BREAK

other UA students for the experience of a lifetime and go abroad

Capstone Interntational Academic Programs (CIAP) is
still accepting applications for most overseas interim/
summer programs. Applications are still being accepted
for the following programs:

ABROAD

Applications and brochures
can be found at :

http://overseas-study.ua.edu
135 BB Comer Hall

348-5256
Contact: 

angela.channell@ua.edu

AL in Italy
Food, Farm, & Culture in Tuscany (June 2-16)

AL in Austria
German Language, Literature & Culture (June 30 – August 4)

AL in France
French Language & Literature (May 21-June 23)

AL in Ireland
History, Communications, English, Theatre ( July 13 – August 10)

AL in Ghana
Geography (all majors) ( July 19 – August 3)

AL at Oxford
History, Political Science, English (July 8 – August 9)

AL in Brazil
Portuguese (June 4 – June 24)

AL in India
Global Studies (May 17 – May 28)

AL in China
Business or Geography (May 14 – June 2)

AL in Ecuador
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology (May 12 – May 28)

AL in Sweden
Political Science (July 9 – August 10)

AL in Japan
Japanese Language & Culture (June 4 – July 5)

AL in Japan
Trans-cultural Health Care (July 29 – August 7)

AL in Peru
Engineering Without Borders (May 14 – May 28)

The UA Media Planning Board is 
seeking applicants for these positions 

for the 2007-08 academic year.
MARR’S FIELD JOURNAL 

Accepting applicants for Editor and Managing Editor
Application deadline: March 5 @ 4 p.m.

SOUTHERN HISTORIAN
Accepting applicants for Editor and Assistant Editor

Application deadline: March 8 @ 4 p.m.

THE CRIMSON WHITE
Accepting applicants for Editor and Advertising Manager

Application deadline: March 8 @ 4 p.m.

Applicants must complete an application form that is available on 
the web at www.osm.ua.edu or at the Office of Student Media 

(923 University Blvd.) For more information, call 348-7257.

“Join us on the tiki for live entertainment 
friday and saturday nights!”

10 Specials to Choose From!

“Karoke on Sunday nights 
from 8 - 12p.m. - cover.”
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DAILY SUDOKU
SOLUTIONS

Check our website daily 
for Sudoku Solutions. 
You can find the solutions 
and take care of all your 
clsaaified needs at cw.ua.
edu/pages/classifieds. 

HOUSES FOR 
RENT

HOUSES ON CAMPUS 
3, 4, 5and 6 BR, available 
for fall. Walk to class. Call 
immediately, they’re leas-
ing fast. DELVIEW 345-
4600

FALL- 4 BR House. 707 
11th Street. Easy walk to 
Bryant-Denny and class. 
DELVIEW 345-4600 
rent@delview.com 

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT

COURT WOODS- Con-
venient! Across Veter-
ans Pkwy from Target. 
$660 SUPERSIZED: 
Bedrooms, closets, Two 
Baths. courtwoodapts@
bellsouth.net 556-6200. 
On Site Management 

CLAYMONT- Big Bed-
rooms, baths. Eat-In 
kitchen. 2602 Claybrook 
Drive. $340 One Bed-
room; $280 efficiency. 
courtwoodapts@bel l -
south.net. 556-6200 

WILLOW CHASE- 1 BR 
from $250, 2 BR from 
$450. Onsite manage-
ment and security. 3415 
Est 7th Ave. 758-2825. 
rent@delview.com 

Student apartments- 
Close to campus, for rent 
now and fall from $325-
$550. DELVIEW 345-
4600 rent@delview.com 

CAMPUS: DUNCAN
HOUSE APTS Less than 
a 5 min walk of campus 
and strip. 1 BR $370, 2 
BR $420. Now accepting 
apps for fall. We also rent 
houses around campus. 
Call 205.345.2235 

WILLOW WYCK 
2 bedroom, 1.5 bath, 960 
square feet, perfect for 
roommates, swimming 
pool, fireplace, five 
minutes from Campus. 
Preleasing for fall.
391-9690

3 & 4 BEDROOM HOMES
FOR LEASE! Corner-
stone Management has 
3 and 4 bedroom units 
available for lease starting 
at only $1225 per month. 
Call Cornerstone today 
at 750-2260 to inquire 
about one it’s numerous 
premier properties. CALL 
(205) 750-2260! 

SUBLEASE

High River Condo Style 
Apartment Apartments 
2BR 2BA available April 
1st $576 mo. normally 
$675 view at www.tus-
caloosaapartmentguide.
com call 205.412.3071 

CONDOS

MIDTOWN VILLAGE 
CONDO 2 Bed/ 2Bath. 
Granite Counters, Stain 
Steel Applia. Con-
tact Adam Rozen at 
770.598.1987

CAPSTONE CONDO-
MINIUMS For rent- 1 BR, 
1 Bath. Bottom Level, cor-
ner unit. (205)300-3757 

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

ALL CASH Candy Route. 
Do you earn $800 in 
a day? Your own local 
candy route. Includes 30 
machines and candy. All 
for $9,995. 1-888-614-
1205. -.. 

HELP WANTED

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
for part time telephone 
interviewers to conduct 
market research 5 mins 
from campus to apply 
go to www.smijobs.
com

LIFEGUARDS: Hir-
ing ft/pt lifeguards/pool 
managers. Atlanta, GA 
in Cobb, Dekalb, Ken-
nesaw, Woodstock. LGT 
and CPR classes avail-
able. Contact: Allison 
770-485-3672, allison@
nautixpools.com, online@
WWW. NAUTIXPOOLS. 
COM

!BARTENDING! Up to 
$300/ day, no experience 
necessary.
Training provided. If inter-
ested, call (800)965-6520 
Ext 214. 

Undercover shoppers 
needed to judge retail 
and dining establish-
ments. Winter/ Spring 
positions available. Earn 
up to $150 per day. Exp 
not required. Call 800-
722-4791

Earn $800-$3200 a 
month to drive brand 
new cars with ads placed 
on them. www. AdDriv-
eTeam.com 

Tokyo Japanese Steak-
house is now hiring serv-
ers, busboys, and host-
esses. Call Tommy at 
(205)366-1177 

STUDENTS NEEDED IN 
THE ALABAMA AREA.
MAKE $1000.00 A WEEK. 
NO SELLING OR PROS-
PECTING.
NEED TO FILL TWO 
POSITIONS TODAY. 
706.255.4287

CAPSTONE CLUB - ALL
POSITIONS Now Hir-
ing Waitstaff, Cart Atten-
dants, Pro Shop. Flexible 
Schedules, Free Golf. Ap-
ply in Person 462.0590 

CDL-A DRIVERS: Ex-
panding fleet offering 
Regional/OTR runs. Out-
standing Pay Package. 
Excellent benefits. Gen-
erous Hometime, Lease 
Purchase on ’07 Peter-
bilts. National Carriers 
1-888-707-7729 www.
nationalcarriers.com.

$$$ CLASS A CDL, 
Training 3 week classes, 
Cash, Finance, WIA, 
Lodging, Job Placement, 
Experienced Instruc-
tors, ESD Truck Driving 
School, Educating Supe-
rior Drivers, 1-866-432-
0430. $$$ -.. 

DRIVER 42CPM to 46 
CPM Guaranteed Home-
time, Three Weeks Vaca-
tion, Company or Lease 
Purchase available, BC/
BS, CDL-A and 6 Months 
Experience Required 
1-800-441-4271 ext.-AL-
100.

DRIVER CDL A - Best 
Flatbed Pay! FB Co. 
Drivers, O/O, Lease Pur-
chase, Home weekends, 
Top Pay, Bonuses, 1 yr 
OTR exp. WTI Transport 
1-877-809-6197.

DRIVER - CDL Train-
ing: $0 down, financing 
by Central Refrigerated. 
Drive for Central & earn 
up to $40k+ 1st year! 
1-800-727-5865 x2942 
www.centraldrivingjobs.
net. -.. 

DRIVER OPERATORS 
- We need you! Freight 
is moving, Revenue is 
great, Paying up to 74% 
plus 100% FS, choose 
loads and hometime. 1-
800-441-4271 ext.-AL-
100. -.. 

DRIVERS. DEDICATED 
Account for Standard Fur-
niture. Avg. $52,000.00 
Great miles, hometime. 
Family Medical, Paid Va-
cation, 401K. CDL-A and 
18 mos OTR required. 
Tango Transport 1-866-
898-4581. -.. 

DRIVERS - FLATBED 
Our top drivers earn up to 
$.50 per mile! All benefits 
plus longevity “bonus” of 
$10,000! Call 1-800-344-
1532 x 123 www.holm-
estruck.net. -.. 

DRIVERS: NEW Trucks, 
Home Weekly, Avg. 3,000 
Miles Per Week. One-
Day Orientation, What 
more could you want? 
Solos & Flatbed Needed. 
Class A-CDL, 22 yrs old, 
good record. Call today!! 
1-866-863-4009. -.. 

DRIVERS - STUDENTS 
We pay for the school & 
you learn a new trade op-
erating 18 wheelers! Earn 
$40,000 1st year! F. F. E. 
Transportaion Call 1-800-
569-9232. -.. 

DRIVERS TRAINEES 
Needed Now! CDL Driv-
ers being hired & trained 
locally for Werner Enter-
prises! Earn $800/week! 
No experience needed! 
1-877-214-3624. -.. 

DRIVERS-ASAP!
$1000+wkly & bonus 
*36-43cpm/$1.20pm* $0 
lease new trucks CDL-A 
+3 mos OTR 1-800-635-
8669. -.. 

DRIVERS/DRIVING
school graduates wanted. 
Tuition reimbursement. 
No waiting for trainers. 
Passenger policy. No 
NYC. Guaranteed ho-
metime. Dedicated and 
regional available. USA 
Truck 1-866-483-3413. -.. 

NEW REGIONAL & 
OTR Positions now avail-
able in your area! New 
Equipment, Premium Pay 
Package, Great Benefits. 
Call 1-877-882-6537 or 
visit us at www.oakley-
transport.com. -.. 

O-T-R DRIVERS $500.00 
Sign on Bonus. Up to.36/
mile, 2 yrs. experience. 
We train on pneumatic 
tanks. Phone 1-800-753-
1993. Online @ www.ver-
nonmilling.com. -.. 

SOUTHEAST LOGIS-
TICS - Owner-Operators 
and company drivers 
needed. Great home 
time. Excellent benefits. 
Great pay. Call today 1-
866-827-0320. -.. 

MARRIED, CHRISTIAN 
couple needed for full 
time, live-in housepar-
ents. Salary w/benefits. 
Baldwin County Boys 
Ranch. 1-251-989-6392. 
-..

INSURANCE SALES. 
Leads, Leads, Leads. 
Incredible Opportunity. 
Managers and Agents 
Wanted. Earn $1,000 
to $10,000 Weekly with 
Benefits. Call 1-229-228-
6936, ext. 163. -.. 

AIRLINES ARE Hiring 
- Train for high paying 
Aviation Maintenance 
Career. FAA approved 
program. Financial aid if 
qualified - Job placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 
1-888-349-5387. -.. 

APPRENTICES WANT-
ED! Need young, moti-
vated people for repair 
of electronics equip. No 
exp. required. H. S. grads 
call 1-888-255-6289. 
Paid relocation. Part-time 
available. -.. 

“CAN YOU Dig It’” Heavy 
Equipment School. 
3wk training program. 
Backhoes, Bulldozers, 
Trackhoes. Local job 
placement. Start digging 
dirt Now. Call 1-866-362-
6497 or 1-888-707-6886 
-..

AVAILABLE FROM 
United Franchise Group 
*New Sign Biz - Great Lo-
cations, financing avail. 
*New Embroidery Fran-
chise - Many Open Ter-
ritories *Home Based Ad 
Agency - new opportunity 
*1-888-810-3173 www.
unitedfran chisegroup.
com. -.. 

SAWMILLS FROM only 
$2,990.00--Convert your 
LOGS TO VALUABLE 
LUMBER with your own 
Norwood portable band 
sawmill. Log skidders 
also available. www.
norwoodindustries.com -
FREE information: 1-800-
578-1363- Ext:300-N. -.. 

AUCTIONS

AUCTION TUESDAY, 
March 13th, 10 a.m. M & 
M Enterprises 1480 Re-
public Road, Birmingham, 
AL. Doors, windows, trim, 
building material, more! 
For Brochure 1-205-945-
0408. Asset Liquidators 
Clydette Hughes AL1275. 

AUCTION U. S. Mar-
shal & U. S. Bankruptcy 
Tuesday, March 13th 10 
a.m. 2002 Harley, 1998 & 
1996 Freightliner Truck, 
1998 Dodge Caravan & 
more! 1-205-945-0408. 
Asset Liquidators Besse-
mer, AL. Clydette Hughes 
AL 1275. 

PUBLIC AUCTION Sat-
urday, March 10, 10 a.m., 
Sunday, March 11, 1:00 
p.m. Elegant contents of 
Murdock Mansion. 7512 
Hwy 55, Chelsea, AL 1-
205-668-0204 www.cad-
leauctions.com Auct. T. 
Morrison AAL#1474. 

FOR SALE 
MISC.

Washer and Dryer for 
sale. Matching set, ex-
tra capacity. 1 owner, 8 
years-old. $325 for the 
set, o.b.o. (205) 239-
8363

NOTICES

ALL STEEL! Rigid frame 
or pole building. Winter 
discounts available now. 
Free quote and erection 
estimates. Sentinel Build-
ing Systems, 1-800-327-
0790 ext. 26, www.senti-
nelbuildings.com. -.. 

EXPANDING NATIONAL 
company-Is seeking Real 
Estate Professionals for 
franchise opportunity. 
Financing available. Call 
Lenny Lepre 1-888-784-
2516 web: www.flatrate-
realtyfranchise.com. -.. 

HAVE YOU been in an 
automobile accident? 
Wanted-Current informa-
tion on your auto acci-
dent. Call toll free 1-866-
684-1449.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS
needed for store evalu-
ations. Get paid to shop. 
Local stores, restaurants 
& theaters. Training pro-
vided, flexible hours, 
email required. 1-800-
585-9024 ext. 6678. -.. 

NORTH CAROLINA Log 
Cabin $89,000. E-Z To 
finish interior on a 1 acre 
site. Mountain home sites 
1 to 8 acres w/dramatic 
views! Paved access, 
utilities e-z financing. 1-
828-247-9966. -.. University

Supply
Store

Ferguson Center
348-6168

Hours This Week:
Mon. & Tues. 8am - 6pm

Wed. - Fri. 8am - 5pm

Tutwiler Hall
348-6168

Hours This Week:
Mon. - Fri. 8am - 5pm
Sat.   -   10am - 5:30pm  

Owned and operated 
by the 

University of Alabama
Your Customer 
Oriented Store

www.supestore.ua.edu

Sat.   10am - 5:30pm

The Tuscaloosa 
County Park & 

Recreation 
Authority

is accepting 
applications for 

lifeguards for 
immediate and 

summer employ-
ment. Training 

will be provided. 
Applications and 

job descriptions are 
available at any 
PARA office. For 

more information 
call (205) 562-3220. 

Pre-employment 
drug screen 

required for all 
positions. EEO.

Help wanted!
Resident Service 

Coordinator

(Free Rent!)
Student needed 
to coordinate 

the scheduling of 
seminars, classes, 

workshops, tutoring 
and other programs 

for the residents; 
for every move-in 
you refer you will 

recieve $25.00 com-
pensation. Utilities 

not included

Fax Resume to 
(205)752-1501

Magnolia Place

Monday - Friday:
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Saturday: Closed

Monday - Tuesday:
8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Wednesday - Friday:
8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday: 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
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Tide women’s tennis 
begins SEC play at home
 The No. 60 Alabama 
women’s team hosts No. 
17 Vanderbilt and No. 31 
Kentucky at the UA Varsity 
Courts to kick-off confer-
ence action.
 “We are excited about 
opening the SEC season at 
home with Vanderbilt and 
Kentucky,” said head coach 
Jenny Mainz. “We have pre-
pared our team with a sound 
strength of schedule and 
have been involved in four 
4-3 matches thus far.  We are 
priming the team to come 
out of the gates swinging 
with good energy.”
 Alabama comes into the 
match, 4-3, after defeating 
Oklahoma last weekend.
 The Tide hosts Vanderbilt 
at 4 p.m. today and Kentucky 
at 1 p.m. Sunday.

 The No. 26 Alabama 
men’s tennis team heads 
to No. 40 Vanderbilt and 
No. 38 Kentucky to begin 
the 2007 conference dual 
match season. The team 
plays Vanderbilt in Nashville 
Friday at 2 p.m. before head-
ing to Lexington to take on 
Kentucky Sunday at 1 p.m. 
 “I’m pleased with where 
we are as a team through 
the first eight matches of the 
year,” said head coach Billy 
Pate.  
 “However, we begin anoth-
er segment of the season and 
a very tough stretch as we 
head into conference play 
against a very hot Vanderbilt 
team in Nashville.”

Men’s tennis hits the 
road for SEC openers

Overton brings consistency to beam
■ GYMNASTICS

CW/ Courtney Davies

Freshman Casey Overton performs an exhibition routine on the balance beam against North Carolina.

BY DAN SELLERS  
Assistant Sports Editor
■ sellers@cw.ua.edu

 The one thing that comes to 
mind when you think of Alabama’s 
performance on the balance beam 
is inconsistency. 
 Sure, the Crimson Tide had the 
49.35 against Arkansas and a 49.1 
against Auburn, but there were 
also three falls against Florida and 
Georgia.
 However, the one constant 
through all the ups and downs 
on the beam for the Tide this sea-
son has been freshman Casey 
Overton.
 Overton made her debut against 
Kentucky and has been the Tide’s 
best beamer since her insertion 
into the lineup.
 “We had to ease her in the beam 
rotation, because she was a little 
behind everybody,” Alabama head 
gymnastics coach Sarah Patterson 
said. “Casey was very inconsistent 
in practice and intrasquads, but 
once I gave her a shot, it has really 
given her more confidence.
“I really like the way she works 
beam. She’s a natural. She doesn’t 
have to work as hard as other ladies 
with the nervousness factor.”
 After performing an exhibition 
routine against Florida and scor-
ing a 9.8, she got her first actual 
performance against Kentucky 
where she scored a 9.75.
 The next week at Georgia, 
Overton posted a career-high 
9.875 to lead Alabama’s scores on 
the event.
 “Beam is definitely my favorite 
event, so I really enjoy performing 
on it,” Overton said. “I’m pretty 
consistent on beam, and I know 
my teammates can look to me and 
count on me to stay on the beam 

and get the job done.”
 Overton battled a sore Achilles 
tendon earlier in the season, and 
Patterson said that held her back a 
little. 
 “Once she kind of got going, we 
had to pull back because she had 
some soreness in her Achilles,” 
Patterson said. “That’s not an inju-
ry you push hard, because a rup-
tured Achilles is detrimental to a 
gymnast.”
 Overton has now competed 
four consecutive weeks, and her 
scores have ranged from 9.75 to 
9.875. She posted a 9.8 on the road 
against Arkansas and a 9.85 last 
week against North Carolina.
 Overton said the event is sim-
ply a mind game, and right now, 
Overton is winning that game.
 “It’s definitely a mental event,” 
she said. “You’ve just got to be able 
to get up there every single time. 
It’s all mental. It’s basically just a 
game with your mind.” 
 It’s a long drive to Tuscaloosa 
from her Virginia Beach, Va., home, 
but it is one she is familiar with.
 Former Alabama All-Americans 
Alexis Brion and Dana Filetti 
trained at Excalibur Gymnastics, 
the same gym as Overton. 
 Overton said she wanted to 
make Tuscaloosa her college home 
for a long time, and her childhood 
teammates were part of the rea-
son.
 “I trained with Alexis ever since 
I was little, and Dana started com-
ing to the gym when I was 10,” she 
said. “They were always around 
me because we traveled to meets 
together.”
 Overton and the No. 4 Alabama 
gymnastics team look to continue 
their success tonight at 7:30 as 
they take on the No. 8 LSU Tigers 
inside Coleman Coliseum.
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