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COURTESY PHOTO
The Blessed Virgin Mary looks over students at Bishop Baraga Catholic School in Iron Mountain. Pictured from left to right are first grade students Amalie Cameron, Gracelyn 
Brzoznowski, Gavin Etsinger, Matthew Walstrom, and Martin Husing. BBCS is one of the nine Catholic Schools in the Diocese of Marquette. Currently, each school is raising funds 
for its endowment funds. Learn more on page 13. 
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We are in a season of 
change, as autumn transi-
tions into winter. Somehow, 
it always seems to catch us by 
surprise. Change can be like 
that.

We can hardly imagine 
greater change than what Fa-

ther Gracious 
Pulimoottil is 
experiencing as 
he settles into 
his new assign-
ments in the 
Keweenaw. Fa-
ther Gracious 
relocated from 
a village in In-
dia in October. 
He is assigned 

as parochial vicar (associate 
pastor) of Our Lady of Peace 
Parish, Ahmeek; Sacred Heart 
Parish, Calumet; St. Paul the 
Apostle Parish, Calumet; Our 

Lady of the Pines Mission, 
Copper Harbor; and Holy 
Redeemer Mission, Eagle 
Harbor. He will be appointed 
pastor in January when Fa-
ther Abraham Mupparathara 
becomes pastor of Holy Spirit 
Parish in Menominee.

Father Gracious was raised 
in a village about 3 miles from 
the burial site of St. Alphonsa, 
the first Indian saint. He is 
fourth of five siblings, and his 
oldest and youngest sisters 
became nuns.

“I was born in a village 
where Hindus are the majori-
ty and then Christians. Mus-
lims were less in number,” he 
said. “The people depended 
on agriculture, mainly rubber 
and milk production. There 
were around 600 families in 
my parish.”

Father Gracious attend-
ed Catholic school and was 
active in church activities. “I 
was an altar boy from fourth 

grade, soon after my First 
Holy Communion,” he said. 
“I was very calm and quiet as 
a boy, unlike today. So people 
thought that I may go for the 
priesthood.”

After 10th grade, he was 
asked to join the seminary. 
“It was a time of joy for me, 
all through my seminary life,” 
Father Gracious said. “When-
ever I thought about leaving 
the seminary, I experienced 
God’s unexpected interven-
tions through people. I believe 
that God has a plan for all of 
us, and we should not try to 
find our own way. So I always 
waited for a clear sign, and 
it ended up with my ordina-
tion.”

Father Gracious joined the 
Missionary Congregation of 
the Blessed Sacrament, where 
he met Father Abraham Mup-
parathara, who became his 
spiritual mentor. He gradu-
ated from Bangalore Univer-
sity with degrees in arts and 
philosophy, and from Papal 
Seminary, Pune, with a degree 
in theology.

After his ordination, Fa-
ther Gracious was appointed 
associate pastor in Anand, 
popularly known as the Milk 
Capital of India. Then, he was 
assigned as pastor and prin-
cipal at a school in Surat, the 
famous diamond city of India. 
Later, he was assigned as fi-
nancial manager of his order’s 
Theological Major Seminary 
in Calicut, Kerala, for three 
years. There, he was also in 

charge of construction at the 
institute for a year.

Father Gracious has been 
a priest for nine years. “My 
parish ministries gave me a 
clear idea of the priesthood 
and the great responsibilities 
of a priest,” he said. “The Lord 
planned my reunion with 
Father Abraham here as his 
associate and to continue my 
pastoral responsibilities in our 
community.”

The move to the United 
States was not something 
Father Gracious had thought 
of. “I didn’t intend to come to 
the U.S. before I was asked to 
go by my superior,” he said. 
“I obeyed the order, and came 
to the Diocese of Marquette. I 
had a prayer in my mind that 
God would send me to a good 
parish so that I can survive, 
and when I received the news 

of my appointment, I really 
thanked him for his grace.”

So far, his biggest surprises 
have been the fall colors and 
living in snow, he said. “I am 
excited to be in the Diocese 
of Marquette, and I will work 
here as long as God wants 
me to,” he said. “It’s a plea-
sure to be among the people 
here, and I am sure your 
prayers, love and support will 
strengthen me to serve you 
better.”

“I always compare myself 
with a pen,” Father Gracious 
said. “It’s not a pen who 
decides what to write, but the 
writer. If the pen is filled with 
ink and ready to be used, the 
writer can write great works. 
So my prayer to God is to take 
me as a pen in his hands, and 
fill me with the ink of the Holy 
Spirit to use me as he wants.”

The BBA will match all donations for the 
Educational Center up to $10,000.

Dewitt
Church Goods Inc.

Contact Dennis, Don  
or Michael for all your 

Vestment needs.
sales@

dewittchurchgoods.com
1-866-950-3378

From India to the U.P.: Diocese welcomes Father Gracious

Rev. Gracious 
Pulimoottil, 
MCBS

 COURTESY PHOTO
Father Gracious Pulimoottil with middle school youth from the Keweenaw 
Catholic Community during the See the See youth rally last month. Father 
Gracious recently relocated from India. 
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Most Reverend John F. Doerfler, bishop 
of Marquette, announces the following:

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 2, 2019:
Reverend Jacek Wtyklo: Appointed 

Mentor for International Priests, while 
retaining his responsbilities as Pastor of 
St. John Neumann Parish, Spalding and 
Hermansville, as well as St. Bruno Parish, 

Nadeau. The Mentor for 
International Priests serves 
as a resource and guide for 
international priests to as-
sist in learning to minister 
in a culture that is not their 
own and provides advice 
and support for their pas-
toral ministry.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTOFFICIAL APPOINTMENTOFFICIAL APPOINTMENT

Rev. Jacek 
Wtyklo

Thomas merkel

St. Mary & St. Joseph, I. Mountain 
Theology III

We invite you to pray for vocations.
Loving Father, Master oF the harvest; PLease send 

More Laborers to work in your vineyard.   aMen.

www.dioceseofmarquette.org/vocations

“After my internship this past summer 
I am really excited to be a priest.   
I can’t wait to spread the good news  
of the gospel to people. There are many 
hurting people in today’s world and 
Jesus is the one who will heal them.  
I am really looking forward to helping 
people through the R.C.I.A. process as 
they enter the church.”

Dec. 8 is a Holy Day of Obligation
Despite the fact 

that this year, Dec. 8 
falls on a Saturday, 
the feast of the Im-
maculate Conception 
remains a Holy Day of 
Obligation. This is be-
cause Mary, under the 
title of the Immaculate 
Conception, i         s the Pa-
troness of the United 
States. In the time 
frame, from Friday, 
Dec. 7, to Sunday, Dec. 
9, we are obligated to 
attend two separate 
Masses for two dis-
tinct obligations. We 
are obligated to attend 
one Mass, in order to 
fulfill our obligation 
for the The Immac-
ulate Conception, as 
well as another Mass, 
in order to fulfill our 
Sunday obligation.

 To clarify which 
Masses will be for the 
Immaculate Concep-
tion, and which will be 
for the Second Sunday 
of Advent: Dec. 7 (at 
4 p.m. or after) - Dec. 
8 (before 4 p.m.): The 
Immaculate Concep-
tion. Dec. 8 (at 4 p.m. 
or after) - Dec. 9 (all 
day): The Second Sun-
day of Advent.

The Diocese of Marquette has completed its preliminary investiga-
tion into an allegation against Father Frank Lenz of sexual miscon-
duct with a minor in the early 1970s. The case has been forwarded 
to the Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith (CDF) at the Vatican, 
which has jurisdiction in the Church in these cases. The CDF will re-
view the material and make a decision about how the diocese should 
proceed.

When the allegation was received this spring, Father Lenz was 
placed on administrative leave immediately and the allegation was 
reported to the Marquette County Prosecutor, in accord with dioc-
esan policy. At that time Father Lenz was removed from all public 
priestly ministry and prohibited from presenting himself as a priest 
in accordance with the Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People. It should be noted that this is not a determination of 
guilt. Administrative leave is a precautionary measure while an alle-
gation is being investigated.

To those who have been harmed by clergy sexual abuse, Bishop 
John Doerfler said, “On behalf of the Church, I apologize to all those 
who have been harmed by clergy sexual abuse, and renew my com-
mitment to reach out and bring Christ’s peace and healing. There 
is no excuse for what happened to you. You are in my thoughts and 
prayers, and I am willing to journey with you to find Christ’s peace 
and healing.”

Anyone who may have suffered sexual misconduct by clergy, a 
church worker or volunteer is encouraged by Bishop Doerfler to 
come forward to receive pastoral care leading toward healing.

To bring a complaint regarding the sexual abuse of minors to the 
attention of the diocese, call one of the victims’ assistance coordi-
nators: Stephen Lynott at (844) 495-4330 or Diane Tryan at (844) 
694-4362.

Those who wish to put their complaint in writing may direct their 
correspondence to: Victim’s Assistance Coordinator, c/o Catholic 
Social Services of the U.P., 1100 Ludington St., Suite 401, Escanaba, 
MI 49829. The letter should be marked “personal and confidential” 
and indicate whether a response is desired by phone or by letter.

The diocese will also help anyone bring their concerns to church of-
ficials outside the diocese if the sexual abuse occurred elsewhere and 
the person now resides in the Diocese of Marquette. If you are unsure 
about bringing a complaint or would like further information, Ste-
phen Lynott or Diane Tryan may be contacted at the numbers above.

In addition, the Michigan Attorney General’s Office can be con-
tacted at its toll-free reporting hotline at (844) 324-3374 (Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.) or by email at aginvestigations@
michigan.gov.

The diocese always encourages those bringing a complaint to 
report the incident to local civil authorities. The diocese reports all 
allegations to the appropriate civil authorities.

Case sent to Congregation  of 
Doctrine of Faith

 LORENZO BALDISSERA TIEPOLO, AFTER GIOVANNI BATTISTA TIEPOLO
This 1775 etching, Sts Joachim and Anna with God the Father and the 
Virgin, depicts the Immaculate Conception as Mary being delivered to 
her parents as a direct gift from God. 



People can seem a little 
self-obsessed nowadays, with 
our endless selfies and social 
media posts. But during the 

season of Advent, the Church asks us 
to look at ourselves in a way that isn’t 
about vanity, in a way that’s truthful, 
honest, and can change us for the 

better. In his new 
book from Ave Maria 
Press, entitled “Daily 
Devotions for Ad-
vent,” Deacon Greg 
Kandra has written a 
series of reflections 
to help us spiritually 
prepare for Christ-

mas, and we talked about it recently 
on “Christopher Closeup.”

Deacon Greg explained, “It’s easy 
to forget that Advent is there because 
we’re so distracted by Christmas, and 
the shopping, wrapping, parties, food, 
and everything else. We’re consumed 
with consumption in a lot of ways. 

One of the goals of this little book was 
to try and encourage people to take 
a few minutes a day, if not more, to 
step away from all of that, and spend 
more time quietly, prayerfully reflect-
ing on what is about to happen when 
we celebrate the Incarnation.”

Each of Deacon Greg’s reflections 
begins with the words from Psalm 
46:10, “Be still, and know that I am 
God” because he knows that silence 
is a rare commodity in today’s world 
unless we intentionally make time for 
it. The deacon also cites the hymn “O 
Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” because 
of its appropriateness for the season. 
He says, “It’s a song of anticipation, 
of yearning and longing. There’s a 
mournful quality to it, also. Advent 
comes at the darkest time of the year. 
As the nights get longer, the days 
get shorter and it gets colder. So we 
string lights all around us to try and 
fill the darkness with light. But we 
need to look to Christ to be that light. 

That’s really what we’re yearning 
for.”

Discovering that God-shaped hole 
inside each of us requires taking an 
honest look at ourselves, as well as 
reconnecting with a sense of wonder 
that many of us lose touch with when 
we reach a certain age – and especial-
ly in the cynical culture in which we 
live. Deacon Greg states, “It comes 
down to trusting that there is a high-
er power, that there is a God who is 
looking out for us and who loves us.” 
In addition, adds the deacon, “[Ad-
vent] helps us to be more authentical-
ly what God wants us to be and what 
God made us to be. The other big part 
of [that] is generosity and centering 
ourselves. The more that we know 
ourselves and know who we are and 
what we’re about, the more we’re able 
to give to others, and do it joyfully 
and selflessly.”

One person who gave of herself 
joyfully and selflessly was Mary, the 

Mother of Jesus, whom Deacon Greg 
greatly admires. “Mary is such a great 
example for all of us,” he concludes. 
“So often we ask ourselves, ‘What 
would Jesus do? WWJD?’ I challenge 
people [in homilies], ‘Ask yourself, 
WWMD? What would Mary do?’ She 
accepted everything that God asked 
her to do, and did it unquestioning-
ly, and with so much trust, love and 
fidelity. I think that is part of our 
great challenge, particularly in the 
age that we live in now: to trust God, 
and to not be suspicious of Him, and 
to feel like whatever happens, God is 
going to get me through this. Certain-
ly Mary did that with courage, con-
viction, and complete trust. If we can 
live our lives like that, what a joy.” 

For free copies of the Christo-
pher News Note EMBRACING THE 
SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS, write: The 
Christophers, 5 Hanover Square, 
New York, NY 10004; or e-mail: 
mail@christophers.org.
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Victims Assistance Coordinators are available to help 
those who have been harmed through the difficult and 

sometimes painful process of healing and hope.  

How to begin the process ...
Call one of the Victim’s Assistance Coordinators: 

•  Stephen Lynott at (844) 495-4330  
•  Diane Tryan at (844) 694-4362                                        

or write:
Victims Assistance Coordinator 

c/o Catholic Social Services of the UP
1100 Ludington St. Suite 401• Escanaba MI 49829

Please mark the letter “Personal and Confidential” 
and indicate in your letter how you wish to be 

contacted (by phone or by letter).

We always encourage you to report the incident 
to local civil authorities.  

The Diocese of Marquette reports all allegations 
to the appropriate civil authorities.

If you know of an incident of the sexual abuse of a minor 
by anyone in Church service including a member of 
the clergy, a religious, a lay employee or volunteer, we  
encourage you to come forward so that we can take action 
to protect others and help those who have been   harmed 
to find healing.

 We are open to and 
respect your complaint; 

you are important.
We want to make this 

process as safe as possible.

OSF Hospice - Escanaba was the first all-vol-
unteer hospice in Michigan and one of the first 
overall in the United States.

For many of its years, Dr. Steve Dosh has been 
the medical director of OSF Hospice - Escanaba. 
It was one of his first roles in medicine in the 
Upper Peninsula, and he said it’s something that 
fits to the core of why he is a physician.

“Is to care for those who are in need and cer-
tainly in people with terminal illnesses the need 
is great,” said Dosh. “There’s physical, emotion-
al, spiritual and social pain associated with that 
experience.”

While the focus of hospice care is to gently and 
compassionately support a person’s end of life 
care, Dr. Dosh said it not only provides relief 
for the family, but guidance and direction in the 
midst of a most troublesome time.

At first hospice was for terminally ill cancer 
patients, but Dr. Dosh said acceptance of the 
program is growing, as well as a recognition of 
its effect.

“There’s been gradually a transition to where 
we’re doing more and more types of chronic 
illness,” Dr. Dosh said. “And with our aging 
population, of course there are more people who 
experience the chronic illnesses, so that’s been a 
big part of that.”

From its start in 1978, volunteers have been 
an integral part of the OSF Hospice - Escanaba 
program’s story.

Donna LaPorte has been there from the be-
ginning. She said she liked what she read about 
hospice efforts in other countries and when 
there was talk of establishing one it her commu-

nity she stepped up.
“They enrich my life so much,” said LaPorte, 

a 40-year hospice volunteer. “I got - I got much 
more than I feel I ever gave… And I miss not 
being able to do it now. But, so many beauti-
ful memories. It’s just the best program in the 
world.”

LaPorte was recognized for her 40 years of 
volunteer service to the program during a recent 
hospice anniversary gathering.

She will soon experience the compassionate 
comfort that defined her dedication. She has 
terminal cancer and is expected to enter hos-
pice.

To date, more than 140 patients have been 
served by OSF Hospice - Escanaba. To learn 
more, go to www.osfhealthcare.org.

OSF Hospice - Escanaba was 
one of the first in the U.S.

Growing in holiness this Advent

better. In his new 
book from Ave Maria 
Press, entitled “Daily 
Devotions for Ad
vent,” Deacon Greg 
Kandra has written a 
series of reflections 
to help us spiritually 
prepare for Christ

LIGHT ONE 
CANDLE
Tony Rossi,

The Christophers

 COURTESY PHOTO
From left to right: Sheila Chernick, manager of OSF 
Home Care Services; Donna LaPorte, OSF Hospice vol-
unteer and Dr. Steven Dosh, hospice medical director. 
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Marty thoMpson
Resurrection, Hancock

Please Pray for the Permanent 
Deaconate canDiDates!

For more inFormation on  
diaconal ministry, contact  
deacon tom moseley at: 

906-227-9103 - TMoseley@ 
dioceseofmarquette.org

Marty thoMpson

Meet the 
Deacon Candidates!

“God has been drawing me closer 
through a deep sense of gratitude. 
Starting my prayer, adoration and 

worship by reflecting on the gratitude 
I feel towards God’s gifts of Creation, 
life and His many graces has drawn 

me deeper into His presence. ” 

Attention
business owners! 

How about 
resolving 

to make tHe  
u.P. CatHoliC 

newsPaPer 
Part of your 

advertising buy 
in 2019?

our readers make 
great Customers!

ContACt DCn. steve 
(906) 863-7460

upc@new.rr.com

COOPER OFFICE EQUIPMENT
Full Copier Line From Tabletop To 
Networkable Digital Laser Systems

(906) 228-6929
Phone 800-432-7682 • Fax 800-908-8542

Purchase & Lease Options
Authorized KONICA Printers-Copiers Dealer

U.S. bishops meet for Fall General Assembly

BY CHRISTINE ROUSSELLE
CNA/EWTN NEWS

Acknowledging that he was disappoint-
ed by the Vatican’s decision to block a vote 
on sex abuse reform measures, Cardinal 
Daniel DiNardo of Galveston-Houston 
said he nonetheless sees a hopeful future 
for the Church in the United States.

In the closing statement of the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishop’s 
Fall General Assembly Nov. 14, the pres-
ident of the conference focused on the 
upcoming meeting of bishops’ conference 
presidents in Rome, and hopes that the 
discussions there among representatives 
of the global Church will assist with the 
continued “eradication” of sexual abuse in 
the Church.

Cardinal DiNardo offered praise for 
the various abuse victim testimonies and 
abuse experts throughout the week, saying 
that they had given him direction and 
“such good counsel in these last few days.”

In the wake of the allegations against 
Archbishop Theodore McCarrick, Cardinal 
DiNardo reiterated how over the summer, 
the bishops committed themselves to 
three goals: an investigation of the claims 
against McCarrick, developing an easier 
way to report abuse, and developing a 
means of holding bishops accountable.

“We are on course to accomplish these 
goals,” Cardinal DiNardo told the crowd 
of bishops.

“That is the direction you and the survi-
vors of abuse have given me.”

Cardinal DiNardo then proceeded to 
outline some of the “action steps” the 
bishops hope to take in the coming future. 
These include the creation of a process 
for complaints that are reported to a 
third-party compliance hotline, the com-
pletion of a proposal for a lay commission, 
and the creation of a national network of 
diocesan review boards and lay experts 
that will oversee metropolitans.

These steps represented a combination 
of some of the proposals that came up over 
the course of the week’s general assembly.

Cardinal DiNardo also said that the 
bishops will look to finalize protocol 
and standards, and will be creating new 
guidelines for the release of list of names 
of priests who have substantiated claims 
of abuse. He also called for a “fair and 
timely” investigation of McCarrick and a 
publication of the results.

The bishops will be “committed to 
take the strongest possible action at the 
earliest possible moment,” he said. He 
looks forward to the February meeting, as 
he believes that working with the global 
Church will serve to make the Church in 

the United States even stronger.
“We must thus as bishops recommit to 

holiness and mission of the Church,” he 
said. He said that he is “confident” that 
along with Pope Francis, the Church will 
move forward “decisively” after this Feb-
ruary’s meeting.

And despite initial frustration on the 
opening day of the assembly, Cardinal 
DiNardo said that the past three days 
were “a sign of hope for me, not a disap-
pointment.”

USCCB president hopeful for Church in U.S.

BOB ROLLER | CNS
Cardinal Daniel DiNardo of Galveston-Houston 
addresses the USCCB Fall General Assembly on 
Nov. 12, 2018 in Baltimore. 

Bishops approve pastoral letter against racism
The U.S. Conference of 

Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
approved during its Novem-
ber General Assembly, the 
formal statement, “Open 
Wide Our Hearts: The En-
during Call to Love, A Pasto-
ral Letter Against Racism.” 

Bishop Shelton J. Fabre, of 
Houma-Thibodaux (Louisi-
ana), chairman of USCCB’s 
Ad Hoc Committee Against 
Racism, issued the following 
statement:

“The entire body of bish-
ops felt the need to address 
the topic of racism, once 
again, after witnessing the 
deterioration of the public 
discourse, and episodes of 
violence and animosity with 
racial and xenophobic over-
tones, that have re-emerged 
in American society in the 
last few years. Pastoral 
letters from the full body of 
bishops are rare, few and far 
between. But at key moments 
in history the bishops have 

come together for important 
pronouncements, paying 
attention to a particular issue 
and with the intention of 
offering a Christian response, 
full of hope, to the problems 
of our time. This is such a 
time.”

“Open Wide Our Hearts: 
The Enduring Call to Love,” 
is a pastoral letter from the 
full body of bishops to the 
lay faithful and all people of 
goodwill addressing the evil 
of racism.

The pastoral letter asks us 
to recall that we are all broth-
ers and sisters, all equally 
made in the image of God. 
Because we all bear the im-
age of God, racism is above 
all a moral and theological 
problem that manifests 
institutionally and systemat-
ically. Only a deep individual 
conversion of heart, which 
then multiplies, will compel 
change and reform in our 
institutions and society. It is 

imperative to confront rac-
ism’s root causes and the in-
justice it produces. The love 
of God binds us together. 
This same love should over-
flow into our relationships 
with all people. The conver-
sions needed to overcome 
racism require a deep en-
counter with the living God 
in the person of Christ who 
can heal all division.

“Open Wide Our Hearts: 
The Enduring Call to Love,” 
is not the first time the U.S. 
bishops have spoken as a col-
lectively on race issues in the 
United States, but it is the 
first time in almost 40 years.

In 1979, they approved 
“Brothers and Sisters to Us: 

A Pastoral Letter on Rac-
ism in Our Day.” Among the 
many things, they discussed 
was the fact that “Racism is 
a sin: a sin that divides the 
human family, blots out the 
image of God among specific 
members of that family, and 
violates the fundamental 
human dignity of those called 
to be children of the same 
Father.” The newly approved 
“Open Wide Our Hearts” 
continues the message that 
“Brothers and Sisters to Us” 
sought to convey.

The full text, as well as 
many accompanying pastoral 
resources are available online 
at http://www.usccb.org/
racism. 
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“Anyone who welcomes a lit-
tle child like this on my behalf 
is welcoming me.” Matthew 
18:5

Through the child welfare 
programs administered by 
Catholic Social Services of 
the U.P. (CSSUP) families 
across the Upper Peninsula 
can welcome some of God’s 
most needy children into their 
homes temporarily through 
fostering, and/or permanently 
through adoption.

Like the rest of the country, 
the U.P. has experienced a 
significant surge in addiction 
and drug-related overdoses 
and deaths since 2015. Con-
sequently, the cases of child 
abuse and neglect have also 
risen causing a growing de-
mand for foster and adoptive 
families in the U.P. 

CSSUP has a small team of 
child welfare specialists who 
work with the family courts 
across the Upper Peninsula, to rebuild those 
families impacted by addiction, poverty, 
unemployment and domestic violence. 
CSSUP’s child welfare team advocates for 
the rights of the children who suffer from 
choices and circumstances they have no 
control over.  

Breanna and Jay Jurkovich, members of 
All Saints Parish in Gladstone, are a cou-
ple who heard the call from God to adopt. 
Through discernment the couple came to re-
alize they would “come to adoption through 
foster care and trusted in God that this was 
their path.”  

When asked what was one of the biggest 
challenges in adopting through the foster 
care system, Breanna advised, “meeting the 
needs of the children. Understanding how 
serious that is and how much commitment it 
takes. They (the child) have a lot of hurt and 
it takes a lot of love and patience to walk 
with them in it.”

On March 9, 2018 Breanna and her hus-

band, Jay, adopted two siblings that came 
to their home through foster care. In tears 
Breanna expressed what fostering and adop-
tion has brought to her life….“seeing our 
kids start to live life, laughing and growing 
each day, and to see hope in our children’s 
eyes. To have that hope in our hearts as well, 
to know we’re in the right place and we’re 
doing the right thing. Our children have a 
future – a bright future – which makes it all 
worth it.” 

CSSUP is in need of families willing to 
open their hearts and homes to foster 
children who are not safe with their birth 
families, as well as families willing to pro-
vide a permanent home through adoption, 
should their biological families not be able 
to rebuild their lives.  

To learn more about how you and your 
family can help some of the neediest in 
our communities through fostering and/or 
adoption, contact Mary Sparapani at (906) 
282-4605.

Foster care, adoption: Welcoming 
some of God’s most needy children

COURTESY PHOTO
Breanna and Jay Jurkovich of All Saints Parish in Gladstone with their two 
children that were brought to them through foster care and adoption.

Do you have room in your  
heart and home for a child?   

Are you interested in sharing God’s 
love to help children in need?

If  you are interested in learning more about  

Adoptions 
Foster Parenting 

 Visit our website: cssup.org or contact
Kristy (906) 282-5189 & Mary (906) 282-4605

If you would like to help us in serving others, please make a 
generous donation to Catholic Social Services by using the 

envelope in this issue of the U.P. Catholic Newspaper.

FOSTER CARE CASE MANAGER
Catholic Social Services - Iron Mountain, MI
The Foster Care Case manager is responsible for the  

placement, supervision and overall well-being of children  
in foster care and/or pre-adoptive homes.  

The Foster Care Case Manager will work directly with the  
children, their biological parents and families, foster families, 

courts and service providers to develop, implement 
and monitor service plans designed to secure permanency 

for the child in a safe and nurturing forever home. 

Job requirements:
• Minimum BA in Social Work or related Human Services field

• Previous experience in Child Welfare preferred
• Pass a criminal and central registry background check

• Maintain a current state driver’s license
• Access to legally licensed and insured vehicle at all times

• Flexible availability
• Strong and effective interpersonal, written and verbal skills

• Strong time management skills
• Strong organization, problem solving, decision making and liaison skills

• Proficient in basic computer skills

 Full-Time with Benefits. 
Salary is based on experience and qualifications. 

Contact: Mary Sparapani  
(906) 282-4605 or fax (906) 774-2556 

Email: msparapani@cssup.org

Prayer for Children Awaiting Adoption
Lord Jesus,

You saw in the innocence of children the attributes which make us 
worthy of heaven - trust, joy, humility, obedience and faithfulness.

Bless all children who are awaiting adoption. 
They seek love - may they find it in loving parents.

They seek stability - may they find a home rooted in faith.
They seek acceptance - may their gifts be recognized and nurtured.

And may they always know your steadfast love for them and the true 
joy of loving you.

Courtesy of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
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Including Massage Therapy

BY LOREENE ZENO KOSKEY
THE U.P. CATHOLIC

Around 80 women braved the snow on Nov. 
10 and made their way to the Women’s Day of 
Reflection offered by St. Michael Parish in Mar-
quette and partially funded by a Legacy of Faith 
grant. Women came from various parts of the 
diocese, as well as Wisconsin.

Presenter Mary Sellars Malloy from Florence, 
Kentucky started the day talking about the holy 
women in participants’ lives. She noted that Pope 
Francis began his apostolic exhortation, “On the 
Call to Holiness in Today’s World,” talking about 
the “great cloud of witnesses” (Hebrews 12:1) who 
encourage us in our faith. The pope wrote, “These 
witnesses may include our own mothers, grand-
mothers or other loved ones.”

Malloy then asked the ladies to place photos 
of the faith-filled women who have influenced 
them on a table decorated with lit candles while 
she led them in a sung litany of female saints.

Malloy proceeded to use Scripture, prayer, 
quiet reflection, small group discussion, music 
and games to illustrate the messages contained 
in three passages from the Gospel of Luke that 
“Give us Jesus,” the focus of the day. 

The first passage recounted the healing of the 
woman with a hemorrhage (Luke 8:44-48). The 
woman had suffered with this condition for 12 
years but decided to step out in faith on this 
day to reach out for Jesus, touching the tassel 
on his cloak. Malloy said the message for us is 
this: “It’s never too late for a healing. It’s never 
too late for change as long as we’re breathing.” 
She added, “All we need to do is say the name of 
Jesus, and He comes running.”

The second Scripture passage Malloy cited 
was the story of Martha and Mary (Luke 10:38-
42). When Jesus came to the house of the two 
sisters, Martha felt burdened with serving.  
According to Malloy, insights we can glean from 
this Gospel story are to be honest about the 
things that have become burdens for us and be 
attentive to the people we know who are bur-
dened. For the season of Advent, she suggested 
doing things for those people to lighten their 
burden.

In the same Scripture passage, Mary chal-

lenged the 
customs of the 
day by taking 
the position 
of a disciple 
at Jesus’ feet. 
“She took the 
rare opportu-
nity to sit at 
the feet of the 
rabbi, the mas-
ter, actually,” 
Malloy pointed 
out. A lesson 
to be learned 
from this is for 
women to take 
advantage of 
opportunities 
that arise, 
whether they 
be spiritual 
experiences 
like attend-
ing a parish 
mission or 
personal ones 
such as getting their hair done.

The third Gospel story of the day focused 
on the parable of the lost coin (Luke 15:8-10). 
The woman in the parable went right to work, 
sweeping her house, searching for the misplaced 
coin. Upon finding it, she invited her friends 
over to celebrate her good fortune. Malloy said 
that this is “so symbolic of the little things to re-
joice over every day, and they’re worth sweeping 
the house for; they’re worth looking for.”

Malloy asked participants to think of the 
things that were once a part of their lives but 
have been lost. She then recommended spend-
ing Advent reclaiming one or more of those 
activities, like baking a set of Christmas cookies, 
reading a good book or even sending Christmas 
cards.

Malloy concluded her presentation by encour-
aging everyone to put what they had learned 
into action by answering the following question 
at home. “How is this day going to bear fruit in 
your life?”

Women gather for a day of 
reflection on “Give us Jesus”

COURTESY PHOTO
Rosina Pertile of St. Michael Parish 
in Marquette places the photo of a 
holy woman in her life on a table lit 
by candles at the Women’s Day of 
Reflection.

Find full issues of  
The U.P. Catholic  

online at  
www.upcatholic.org
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Funeral expenses are on the rise, Holy Cross Cemeteries 
has ways to reduce cost to you and your family!

Mention this ad and receive 10% off a Headstone or Memorial Marker  
designed by Holy Cross Cemetery to meet your needs.

Pre-planning your cemetery needs can be easy and reduce your overall 
funeral expenses, lowering the financial burden on you and your family.

Pre-planning saves money today….. for tomorrow’s needs
Holy Cross - Marquette (906) 225-0191 or Holy Cross - Escanaba at (906) 786-4685

APPRECIATION ISSUE
Janua ry 18 ,  2019
If your organization, parish or 
business would like to place an  
advertisement of support for one  

of our women religious or  
seminarians in formation, please 
contact Deacon Steve for pricing.  
(906) 863-7460• upc@new.rr.com

FORMATION

Ask a pro football fan to rattle off the 
10 best quarterbacks in NFL histo-
ry. You’ll hear the names of Brady, 
Montana, Manning, Favre, Rodgers, 

Marino, Elway, Unitas, Staubach, Bradshaw, 
Roethlisberger and others. 

Yet, ask a fan where 11-time Pro Bowler Drew 
Brees belongs in the discussion and you’re like-
ly to get that blank look, followed by a “oh, yeah 
… he’s pretty good.”  

After watching the 39-year-old quarterback 
with pinpoint accuracy for nearly two decades, 

I’m now convinced he be-
longs in the discussion of the 
greatest quarterback of all 
time. And, I’d argue that his 
character puts him in a class 
all by himself. 

Several weeks ago, Brees be-
came the NFL’s all-time pass 
leader with more than 72,000 
yards passing. He’s only the 
fourth quarterback in history 
to throw 500 or more touch-
down passes. And, he has the 
highest career completion 
percentage of any quarter-

back in history, completing 67.1 percent of his 
passes. 

Pretty impressive stuff, isn’t it? Aside from his 
playing greatness, he’s a consummate person 
who leads a humble, unassuming way of life.

One could argue that the game of football 
probably takes a back seat to his love for God 
and his wife and young children.  

After he broke Peyton Manning’s career pass-
ing record, Brees said this to a national televi-
sion audience. 

“I’m just so grateful – grateful for the oppor-
tunity to play this game and to have played it 
for so long, to have the teammates that I have, 
the New Orleans Saints organization and this 
great city and this great fanbase,” he said, hug-
ging his wife and young children. 

“Nothing’s given. Everything’s earned. God 
has equipped us for great works. I tell them (his 
children) that every night.” 

What makes Brees so incredibly special is 
how incredibly grounded he is. When other 
athletes are beating their chests and tweeting 
incessantly on Twitter, there’s Brees, in the 
background, playing a game he has loved since 
he was a little boy. 

“I remember sitting in church on my 17th 
birthday,” Brees said in an interview a few years 
back. “I was locked in on the pastor as he was 
talking about how the Lord was looking for a 
few good men to carry on His Kingdom … to 
live the life that He had planned for them, and 
that spoke to me. And it was at that moment 
that I accepted Jesus Christ in my heart and 
knew that there was something bigger planned 
for me than just sports.”

With Jesus in his heart, there was no stop-
ping Brees. He openly talks with fellow Saints 
teammates about the power of prayer, about 
believing. 

“We have a lot of believers, strong Chris-
tian men, that are in the locker room, a great 
pastor who has been our team chaplain for 
the last three years,” he said. “I feel like that’s 
really empowered me and a lot of other guys to 
become more outspoken … and proclaim God’s 
Word.”

There is a list of quarterbacks, both past and 
present, with stronger arms. Some with better 
vision, with a better knack of avoiding a sack. 
Some are just flat-out more skilled. 

Yet, I’ve yet to see a player with the grace, the 
poise, the humbleness of a Drew Brees. 

We cheer for some players whether they’re 
on our team or not. Brees is one of those guys. 
He wins with class, loses with grace and never 
stops loving God. 

That is perhaps more beautiful than any pass-
ing record or touchdown pass.   

Editor’s note: LaJoie is a member of St. Paul 
Catholic Church in Negaunee. He welcomes 
reactions to his column at jlajoie@charter.net.

How do you define football 
greatness? It’s a Brees  

FROM THE 
SIDELINES

Jim LaJoie

Nothing’s given. Everything’s earned. 
God has equipped us for great works. 

Prayer of Abandonment 
Father,
I abandon myself into your hands; do with me what 

you will. Whatever you may do, I thank you: I am 
ready for all, I accept all.

Let only your will be done in me, and in all your  
creatures - I wish no more than this, O Lord.

Into your hands I commend my soul: 
I offer it to you with all the love of my heart, 
for I love you, Lord, and so need to give myself, 
to surrender myself into your hands without reserve, 
and with boundless confidence, 
for you are my Father.

By Charles de Foucauld

http://www.ewtn.com/Devotionals/prayers/
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The following list highlights parish and school improvement projects across the diocese that 
were approved or completed over the last year. These are projects that require Diocesan ap-
proval.  There are many other smaller projects at the diocesan facilities that are not included.

City Parish/School Project
Calumet Sacred Heart Parish  Sanctuary Handrail Addition
Caspian St. Cecilia  Flooring Replacement - Sanctuary
Crystal Falls Guardian Angels  Tuckpointing
Escanaba St. Anne  Roof Replacement
Escanaba St. Thomas the Apostle  Rectory Renovation
Escanaba Holy Name Catholic School  Multipurpose Room Project
Escanaba St. Thomas the Apostle Window Replacement
Gulliver Divine Infant Mission  Roof Replacement
Hancock Resurrection  Window Replacement
Houghton St. Albert the Great  Garage Construction
Iron River St. Agnes  Flooring Replacement - Parish Hall
Iron River St. Agnes Parish Sanctuary Lighting 
Iron River St. Agnes Parish  Flooring Replacement - Sanctuary
Ishpeming St. John the Evangelist Tuckpointing
Manistique St. Francis de Sales  Roof Replacement
Marquette St. Peter Cathedral  Repair of Front Steps
Marquette Diocese of Marquette Demolition of St. Cecilia Church Building
Sault Ste. Marie St. Mary Catholic School  Tuckpointing
South Range Holy Family  Tuckpointing

Parishes, schools make improvements 
to properties in 2018

M  A  R  Q  U  E  T  T  E
DRESSELER  MECHANICAL  INC .

2051 ENTERPRISE STREET
MARQUETTE,  MICHIGAN 49855

Phone (906) 226-2565

Actively involved with bringing parish 
communities like yours into the future.

Residential • Commercial 
Custom Building • Remodeling

We are proud to have served as a 
General Contractor in the past and 

We look forward to helping the 
Catholic Diocese of Marquette 

build for the future! 

1 Arrowhead Dr. • (906) 249-8390

We’ve proudly 
completed 
masonry  

restoration 
throughout 
the Diocese 

of Marquette.  
Call us today! 

• Masonry 
• Restoration 

• Water proofing 
• Caulking 
• Cleaning 

• Tuck pointing 

P.O. Box 146 - Grawn, MI 49637 St. Mary & St. JoSeph pariSh - iron Mountain

www.northern-restoration.com
(231) 269-3192

Share your favorite articles with friends and family. Tell them they can find full issues of The U.P. Catholic online at  

www.upcatholic.org



BY JAMIE GUALDONI
THE U.P. CATHOLIC

The spring and summer 
months are typically the 
primetime to complete con-
struction projects in the Up-
per Peninsula. For parishes 
and schools of the Diocese of 
Marquette, 2018 was no dif-
ferent. A variety of construc-
tion projects were approved 
this year, for the complete 
listing, see page 9.

Some of the approved 
projects included window 
replacement at Resurrection 
Parish in Hancock and St. 
Thomas the Apostle Parish in 
Escanaba, while both St. Ag-
nes Parish in Iron River and 
St. Cecilia Parish in Caspian 
replaced the flooring in their 
respective sanctuaries. On 
the other hand, Holy Name 
Catholic School in Escanaba 
went under a major reno-
vation of its multipurpose 
room, which has had an over-
whelmingly positive response 
by staff, students parents and 
visitors.

The multipurpose room is a 
well-used room of the school. 
It’s where students eat lunch, 
participate in the Mass, and a 
variety of activities on a daily 
basis. The major parts of the 
project included replacement 
of the flooring, new dropped 
ceiling, new paint, air con-

ditioning, and energy 
efficient lighting. In 
addition, stonework and 
woodwork was completed 
to honor the Crucifix. 

“This project was part 
of the school’s strate-
gic plan to improve the 
physical building of the 
school. The room is a very 
visible and well-used part 
of the school,” explained 
Joe Carlson, principal 
of Holy Name Catholic 
School. “Many of the 
ceiling tiles had become 
discolored due to prior 
roof leaks. The floor was 
well used and made up 
of various tiles that had 
been replaced from time 
to time.”

Carlson also added 
that, “for Mass we typi-
cally have more than 300 
people in attendance. 
It was often very warm 
so we would open the 
door to circulate the air. In 
an effort to put safety of our 
students and families first, 
we decided to also install air 
conditioning.”

According to Carlson, the 
staff, students and parents 
have been pleased with the 
outcome of the multipurpose 
room updates. “The reaction 
has been ‘wow!’” said Carl-
son. “We are blessed and 
thankful for the generosity 

of our benefactors who have 
made this idea a reality!”

Among other projects 
around the diocese this 
year were several roof re-
placements. St. Francis de 
Sales Parish in Manistique 
and Divine Infant of Prague 
Mission in Gulliver were two 
buildings to receive a new 
roof in 2018. At St. Francis 
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Holy Name School, St. Francis de Sales, Divine Infant 
among projects throughout the diocese in 2018

COURTESY PHOTO
A renovation of the multipurpose room of Holy Name Catholic School in 
Escanaba was completed prior to the school year. The photo shows a new 
floor and new face to the front of the stage.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

COURTESY PHOTO
As a part of the multipurpose room 
updates at Holy Name Catholic School 
in Escanaba, stonework and woodwork 
was added to honor the Crucifix. 



de Sales, a new roof had been 
a need for several years and 
became critical this year. In 
the meantime, it was evident 
that the roof at Divine Infant 
was also in need of repair. 

Both projects became whole 
parish efforts, as parishioners 
recognized the importance.

“Parishioners at both par-
ishes came together to help 
raise the necessary funds for 
each project,” said Father Ben 
Paris, pastor of the two par-
ishes. “Everyone put together 
a big effort to try to help out.” 

Father Paris was front and 
center in the fundraising 
efforts, leading by example. “I 
wanted to make sure it all got 
off the ground. I was playing 
in a band in town and the 
money I made from that was 
added to the roof fund.”

At St. Francis the women’s 
club stepped forward plan-
ning fundraisers. And, anoth-
er parishioner led a fundrais-
er of putting signs in people’s 
homes of whether they were 
a Packers fan or Lions fan. 
It was no different at Divine 
Infant, a variety of fundrais-
ers were organized, including 
rummage sales.

“We really made our fund-
ing in no time and were able 
to raise additional funds for 
future repairs,” said Father 
Paris. “It wasn’t an individ-
ual effort. The whole Church 
pitched in.”

FROM PAGE 10
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FREE 
ESTIMATES

Highest Quality 
at a Real Value

906-361-3733
www.uppainters.com
uppainters@gmail.com

RYAN NAGY | NAGY DESIGN
Overhead drone photos of St. Francis de Sales Parish in Manistique show the roof of the parish (left) prior to construction and (right) during 
construction.

R e m e m b e r  t o  p r a y 
f o r  o u r  c l e r g y  
a n d  r e l i g i o u s
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Join the Diocese of Marquette and your hosts 
Deacon Steve & Jackie Gretzinger on a
Religious Pilgrimage to Greece:  
“In the Footsteps of Saint Paul”

Departs the U. P. on September 18, 2019 
(Featuring a 3-night Greek Islands & Turkey cruise)

For a brochure or more information contact Laura Chapman
(906) 228-6355 - laura@holiday-mqt.com 

In its present form the 
custom of displaying figures 
depicting the birth of Jesus 
Christ owes its origin to St. 
Francis of Assisi, who made 
the Christmas crèche or man-
ger for Christmas Eve of 1223.

The blessing of the Christ-
mas manger or nativity scene 
may take place on the Vigil 
of Christmas or at another 
suitable time. When the man-
ger is set up in the home, it is 
appropriate that it be blessed 
by a parent or another family 
member.

All make the sign of the cross 
as the leader says:

Our help is in the name of 
the Lord.

R/. Who made heaven 
and earth.

One of those present or the 
leader reads a text of sacred 
Scripture, for example, Luke 
2:1 (lines 1-8) or Isaiah 7:10 
(lines 10-15, the birth of Em-
manuel).

Reader: The Gospel of the 
Lord.

R/. Praise to you, Lord 
Jesus Christ.

The leader prays with hands 
joined:

God of every nation and peo-
ple, from the very beginning 
of creation you have made 
manifest your love: when our 
need for a Savior was great you 
sent your Son to be born of the 
Virgin Mary. To our lives he 
brings joy and peace, justice, 
mercy, and love.

Lord, bless all who look upon 
this manger; may it remind us 
of the humble birth of Jesus, 
and raise our thoughts to him, 
who is God-with-us and Savior 
of all, and who lives and reigns 
forever and ever.

R/. Amen.

Blessing of 
a Nativity 

Scene
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Catholic schools in the 
Diocese of Marquette are in 
the final weeks of the Catholic 
School Endowment Challenge. 
As of mid-November, three 
of the nine schools have met 
their challenge goals: Father 
Marquette Catholic Academy in 
Marquette, Sacred Heart Cath-
olic School in L’Anse, and St. 
John Paul II Catholic Academy 
in Menominee. 

In accord with the guide-
lines of the initiative, each of 
the nine schools set their own 
fundraising goal for the chal-
lenge, which is designed to 
help schools grow endowments 
in the U.P. Catholic Founda-
tion. Each school will receive a 
$100,000 challenge gift from 
the Diocese of Marquette to 
boost their endowment growth. 
The purpose of each endowed 
fund is to supplement oper-
ating costs for the school over 
the long term. The challenge 
seeks to help schools build 
their capacity for sustainability 
through growth of permanent 
endowments. 

“It begins with understand-
ing the importance of our 
nine Catholic schools, in their 
communities and to the entire 
diocese,” said Mark Salis-
bury, executive director of the 
department of evangelization 
and education for the diocese, 
and superintendent of Catholic 
schools. “These schools are an 
outstanding means of ongoing 
evangelization and education in 
their local communities. We are 
working on forming the next 
generation of saints.” 

Michael and Laura Ebert 
of Menominee are helping to 
form saints in the Menominee 
area. They support St. John 
Paul II Catholic Academy. “We 
very strongly support Catholic 
school education, and want the 
Catholic school in our commu-
nity to stay open,” said Michael. 

Michael is a mentor at the 
school, where he spends an 
hour each week tutoring or sim-
ply spending time with a child 
that is assigned to him. “I know 
they get a good education there. 
I am particularly interested in 
children learning their faith and 
moral teachings in school.” 

The couple also teach faith 
formation to 4th and 5th 
graders in the Menominee 
area tri-parish faith formation 
program. Having no children of 

their own, the couple appreci-
ates the many local opportuni-
ties to help form children in the 
Catholic faith.

Another couple in Manis-
tique, Bob and Sue Urban, are 
shaping saints through their 
support of the St. Francis de 
Sales Tuition Assistance Fund. 
“God and our education system 
is very, very important,” said 
Bob. The fund is designed to as-
sist families with tuition to the 
Catholic preschool program, 
which serves as a feeder system 
to the Catholic primary school. 
At least three generations of 
the Urban family have attended 
Catholic schools. 

Father Ben Paris, pastor of 
St. Francis de Sales Parish and 
School, said the initiative has 
been good because it will bene-
fit the school and the students. 
“Fundraising is a challenge 
because there’s not that many 
people in the community, but 
we have alumni who are very 
committed to the school. We 
hope to be able to complete our 
goal for the endowment in the 
next few months.” 

His parish recently organized 
a children’s Mass that focused 
on the school. Students served 
as lectors, gift bearers and 
ushers. The school principal, 
Don Erickson, spoke about the 
Catholic school challenge ini-
tiative after the closing prayer 
and invited people to support 
it. “The kids were just phe-
nomenal,” said Father Paris, 
“parishioners commented how 
wonderful it was.”

St. Mary Catholic School in 
Sault Ste. Marie established a 
new endowment in the UPCF. 
The fund will provide financial 
support to supplement teacher 
salary and professional devel-
opment. The school’s salary 
level falls below that of neigh-
boring schools. As the fund 
grows, it will help to bridge the 
salary gap. The school set their 
fundraising goal at $60,000, 
the highest of all the schools. 

“This initiative pushed me 
to talk more about our school 
and the needs. I started asking 
and donations started coming 
in,” said Hedy Yanni, principal. 
“It has been a very positive 
experience.” The school plans 
to continue promoting their 
new endowment fund after 
the challenge initiative is over. 
“We’re not stopping, we want it 

to grow and grow,” said Yanni.
Terri Gadzinski, director of 

the UPCF, estimates total im-
pact of the initiative to be just 
over $1,142,000, with school 
fundraising plus the challenge 
gifts to be received from the 
Diocese of Marquette. “Annual 
distributions average about 
$4,000 for each $100,000 
invested. This will yield more 
than $45,000 in 2019 from 
this initiative,” she said. “With 
continued gifts and investment 
growth, these endowments will 
become an increasingly vital 
source of annual income for our 
Catholic schools.”   

To make an online gift to any 
of the Catholic school endow-
ment funds in the UPCF, visit 
www.upcatholicfoundation.org, 
or contact the school directly. 
There is also a diocesan Cath-
olic school fund available that 
provides financial support in 
equal portions to the Catholic 
schools in the diocese. 

Join the Diocese of Marquette on September 18, 2019 
as Deacon Steve & Jackie Gretzinger host a 

Religious Pilgrimage to Greece:  
In the Footsteps of St. Paul the Apostle!

(Featuring a 3-night Greek Islands & Turkey cruise)

SURPRISE YOUR LOVED ONE 
WITH A TRULY AWESOME 

GIFT THIS YEAR!

For more information read future issues of The U.P. Catholic Newspaper 
or contact Laura Chapman at Holiday Travel Vacations 

906-228-6355 or laura@holiday-mqt.com 

Retrace the missionary journey of the Apostle Paul, prolific writer of the 
New Testament letters. Travel through ancient cities and pastoral landscapes.  
Enjoy a 3-night cruise of the magical Greek Islands of Mykonos, Patmos and  
Santorini. Visit the ancient Roman city of Ephesus, Turkey. Discover archaeological 
treasures like the Acropolis in Athens and seek ancient wisdom at the ruins of  
Delphi. Investigate the dramatic Meteora Monasteries, a UNESCO World  
Heritage site. Explore the biblical town of Corinth on a guided tour featuring the 
Agora and the Bema, where Paul was brought before the tribunal. Stop in Philip-
pi, where Paul delivered his first sermon in Europe and baptized Lydia, the first 
Christian. Even see the dungeon where he was held prisoner. Find inspiration 
throughout as you visit the places where the great apostle lived and preached.

Last chance to give to Catholic School Endowment Challenge

COURTESY PHOTO
Joan Bauer and her first grade students at St. Mary Catholic School in 
Sault Ste. Marie
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Give the Gift of Faith!
A Gift Subscription to:

Send us the name and mailing address 
of the person you’d like to give a 

full-year subscription to the official 
newspaper of the Diocese of Marquette. 

Recipient’s Name: 
____________________________________

Their Address:
____________________________________
____________________________________  

Please include a check for $25 along 
with your name & phone number to: 

The U.P. Catholic Newspaper 
1004 Harbor Hills Drive

Marquette, MI 49855-8897

Celebrate and promote  
Bishop John Doerfler’s pastoral  

letter, “Transforming Fire” 
by evangelizing your friends 
and family in the new year! 

We will let the recipient know 
that you cared enough to 

purchase this gift for them.

BY LARRY CHABOT
THE U.P. CATHOLIC

There’s nothing like a bazaar for great cook-
ing, clever crafts, fresh pies, and homemade 
fudge. Parish cooks, bakers, knitters, sewers, 
and other talented folks have their finest work 
spread on the tables. From one end to the 
other, the Marquette Diocese is graced with 
bazaars, dinners, luncheons, food and craft 
displays, and other events. And the proceeds go 
to worthy causes.

Traditional fall bazaars are held in churches 
like Champion’s Sacred Heart, Marquette’s St. 
Michael, Iron Mountain’s Immaculate Concep-
tion, Escanaba’s St. Joseph/St. Patrick, Glad-
stone’s Holy Family, and the St. Joseph parish-
es in Ishpeming, Perkins and Rudyard.

Good food draws crowds to the seminarian 
breakfast at Escanaba’s St. Thomas the Apostle, 
to fish dinners at American Martyrs in Kings-
ford and St. Ignatius Loyola in Houghton, to 
the spring salad luncheon at Menominee’s Res-
urrection, a craft show and luncheon at Holy 
Family in Rock, and a hunters dinner, craft 
show, and drawings at St. Ann in Baraga.

More churches have unique fundraisers. In 
Harvey, St. Louis the King is busy year-around 
with kitchen, bath goods, jewelry, rummage 
sales, a bazaar, and Mother’s Day breakfast. 
A craft and bake sale at St. Francis de Sales in 
Manistique draws 30 vendors. In Newberry, 
the St. Gregory family has a rewarding Thanks-
giving season with a drawing to benefit semi-
narians and a food basket collection. 

St. Christopher in Marquette has seven pasty 
sales a year, averaging 700 each time (they 
have baked as many as 1,200), with proceeds 
going to the parish. They also host fish bakes, a 
bazaar, rummage sale, and a family picnic.

For Ironwood’s Our Lady of Peace, an Au-
gust picnic at a Hurley farm draws big crowds 
to a Mass, potluck dinner, grilled meats by 
the Knights of Columbus and a silent auction. 
Father Robb Jurkovich, the pastor, takes his 
turn in the dunk tank. The big winter event is 
the famous LaRosa spaghetti feast to bene-
fit the parochial school and faith formation. 
“The whole county shows up!” said Father 
Jurkovich.

Garden’s St. John the Baptist, east of Escana-

ba, hosted its annual fall bingo party on Nov. 
2nd with a good turnout from the surrounding 
area and the two sister churches of St. Mary 
Magdalene in Cooks and St. Andrew in Nahma. 
Jennifer Hebert, secretary for the parishes, said 
the event made a good profit for the church’s 
general fund. The parish women organize 
the event, volunteers run it, and all prizes are 
donated. The new pastor there is Father John 
Christian Essel.

Vulcan’s St. Barbara Parish east of Iron 
Mountain prepares two popular lunches a year. 
The October event which feeds 200 or more 
serves Italian chicken, delicious sides, and 
homemade pies. Profits go to local charities 
for Christmas giving, said Judy Ball, president 
of the Women’s League. In March, there’s a 
hot sandwich luncheon, with the meat choice 
changing from year to year. Mouth-watering 
sides complement the sandwiches. Proceeds 
are spent on improving the kitchen and dining 
area, supplies, and parish projects. The pastor 
is Father Timothy Ekaitis.

The chicken barbecue at Barbeau’s Holy 
Family has been a standby since 1962, started 
by the parents and grandparents of current 
parishioners to help pay for the present church 

and to fund other projects. In 
recent years, proceeds endow a 
scholarship for a Holy Family 
parishioner each year. The 
annual dinner, held on the last 
Sunday in July, serves about 
500 diners a year, “although 
numbers up to 650 were not 
uncommon,” said Tony Coull-
ard of the parish. “The parish-
ioners donate their time to pre-
pare and cook the food and do 
the cleanup,” he said. Father 
John Hascall is pastor there.

The Barbeau, Garden, and 
Vulcan parishes, each more 
than 130 years old, still bustle 
with faith and energy. 

Raising funds and fun

801 West US-2
  Norway, Michigan

        906~563~5100
       garden.place@att.net

“Like us” on Facebook

T h e  G a r d e n  P l a c e
Gifts and Home Decor

All Occasion Florist 
& Greenhouse

LARRY CHABOT | THE U.P. CATHOLIC
Nat Depetro (left) and Jan Noel with a pile of pasty 
bags at St. Christopher.

Upper Peninsula Travelers Presents

Myrtle Beach Show Trip & Charleston ,SC
April 6 - 14, 2019  / $855 per person, dbl Occ. / 9 Days, 8 Nights
Price includes transportation, hotels, 14 meals, many musical production 

shows,  Indy motor speed way, hall of fame, BROOKGREEN Gardens,  
Broadway at the Beach, a shopping, dining, entertaining complex,

 free time in Charleston, Cruise the Charleston Harbor,  
Riverbank Zoo & Gardens, Kentucky Artisan Center and much more. 

For information & Reservations contact Sheila Heikkinen 
(906) 524-7003 or shebob123@charter.net

SACRED HEART
RELIGIOUS GOODS

(906) 228-4462
419 W. Washington • Marquette

Family owned for 27 years!

Your Gift Headquarters!
Russian and Greek icons, bronze statues, 

child’s plush dolls, Fruit of the Spirit 4 
Kids, tiny saints medals & rosary pouches
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Knights of Columbus Retreat with Fr. Tim Ferguson, 
January 4-6, 2019 – call and sign up before Christmas 

for this popular retreat, Brother Knights!

Marygrove Gift Certificates make a great Christmas
gift! Contact us and we will send a gift certificate in 
any amount to your loved ones (or send it directly to 

you if you want to stuff the stocking yourself!)

Save the date...2nd Annual Snow Ball Fundraiser  
for Marygrove...Dinner & Dance sponsored by the Knights 
of Columbus of Gladstone scheduled for March 2nd 2019
 
    Please know of our continued prayers for you, our  
 patrons, friends, and retreatants.  I hope that 2018 finds
     you contemplating a return to Marygrove for some  
  refreshment and energizing.
  In the peace of the  
     Holy Family,
Fr. Tim Ferguson

GENERAL ELECTRIC APPLIANCES                            

K I R K I S H  F U R N I T U R E
“Largest stock in the U.P.”

Restonic Bedding
Televisions - RCA - Hitachi - Toshiba

Floor Covering

Free Delivery in the U.P. • 1-800-535-0258
1200 W. MEMORIAL •  HOUGHTON, MICHIGAN

See our electronics department for more specials.

Thill’s Specialties        
      - Dad’s Smokehouse - 
Whitefish, Trout, Salmon & Herring
Smoked Whitefish, Sausage Pickled 
Whitefish, Herring, Trout, Smoked 
Fish Spread, Whitefish - Caviar

226-9851
On the Fish Dock in Marquette’s Lower Harbor. 

Hours: M-F 8:00-5:30, Sat. 9-4
Visa & Master Card Accepted

Order now for Christmas • Thill’s will pack & ship anywhere in U.S.

Smoked & FreSh FiSh
Great Lakes Whitefish & Trout, Atlantic Salmon

Shrimp by the 5 lb box or by the pound
Fresh Oysters • Jumbo Scallops

Lobster Tails • King Crab

Holiday Seafood Specials

Thill’s
Fish House

Gift ideas for priest, sister, or religious on your Christmas list

A new book on the 
life, ministry and 
road to sainthood 
of Blessed Solanus 
Casey has been pub-
lished just in time 
for Christmas.

Images of Ameri-
ca: Blessed Solanus 
Casey was released 
on Nov. 5, 2018. The 
book is part of the 
Arcadia Publishing 
Images of America 
series, written by Pa-
tricia Montemurri, 

former Detroit Free Press religion reporter.

Whenever there was a knock at the Capu-
chin Monastery door, Father Solanus Ca-
sey answered. The Capuchin friar’s prayers 
brought comfort and healing to visitors he 
greeted at friaries in Michigan, New York, and 
Indiana. 

On Sept. 12, 2012, inside St. Bonaventure 
Monastery in Detroit, where Father Casey’s 
remains are interred, a miracle happened. 
Minutes after a pilgrim knelt at Father Casey’s 
tomb, signs of her lifelong genetic skin dis-
ease disappeared. Pope Francis declared the 
healing a miracle.

On Nov. 18, 2017, nearly 70,000 people 
filled Ford Field in Detroit for his beatification 
ceremony, in which he was honored with the 
title of “Blessed.”

New book on the life of Solanus Casey
life, ministry and 
road to sainthood 
of Blessed Solanus 
Casey has been pub
lished just in time 
for Christmas.

ca: Blessed Solanus 
Casey
on Nov. 5, 2018. The 
book is part of the 
Arcadia Publishing 
Images of America 
series, written by Pa
tricia Montemurri, 

Are you looking for gift ideas 
for your parish priest? Or 
perhaps for a religious sister or 
other religious? Included here 
are a few ideas:

GIFT CARDS
Who doesn’t like receiving a 

gift card? Consider a gift card 
for a bookstore, gas, coffee 
shop, or to a favorite restau-
rant. 

BOOKS
Most religious appreciate 

books. If you’re not sure the 
kind of book they might like, 
or if they already have it, 
purchase a gift card to a local 
bookstore. Perhaps there’s 

even a Catholic bookstore 
close by!

TICKETS
Does your priest have a 

favorite local sports team? 
Does he enjoy the symphony, 
plays, or other entertainment? 
Season tickets to something 
he loves are a real treat. Or, 
perhaps tickets to the movies.

AN INVITATION TO A MEAL
Everyone needs to eat! Invite 

your priest or religious over for 
a meal. They will be apprecia-
tive of the meal and company.

 
GYM MEMBERSHIP

A priest’s schedule can make 

it challenging to find time for 
exercise, but a membership to 
a local gym allows them to pop 
in when they have a little time 
between commitments.

GIFTS FROM OTHER
 RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES

Religious will probably enjoy 
something that supports other 
religious communities. There 
are a variety of cloistered and 
non-cloistered communi-
ties that produce a variety of 
gifts. A quick Google search 
will provide you with a list of 
options.

A local option in the Upper 
Peninsula is the Jampot in 
Eagle Harbor. These Byzan-

tine monks are well known for 
their homemade jams, baked 
goods, and coffee. Though, the 
store itself is closed until May, 
some items are available to 
purchase for shipment by visit-
ing poorrockabbey.com. They 
even have a monthly coffee 
subscription.

Some other options in the 
United States include: icons and 
cards from the Redwoods Mon-
astery in Califorinia, available at 
store.redwoodsabbey.org. 

Sisters of St. Francis of 
Sylvania, Ohio, include home-
made soaps and lotions, as 
well as prayer pillows, jewelry, 
and artwork. Visit sistersosf.
org/all-good-things/.

PRAYER
We ask priests and religious 

to pray for us, but they need 
our prayers, too. Visit a nearby 
parish and have a Mass said for 
them. Or, give him or her a card 
with the promise of a certain 
number of rosaries or chaplets 
or a novena for their needs and 
intentions.

NOTHING
Sometimes it is okay not to 

get anything for the special 
religious in your life. We live in 
a materialistic world that puts 
things before people, but some-
times just going out to coffee, or 
making a phone call is all that is 
really needed.
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DEATHS
ALBRIGHT, Jerome, 82, St. Jo-

seph & St. Patrick, Escanaba
ANDRESS, Donald, 83, St. Anne, 

Mackinac Island
BALDWIN, Mary “Louise,” 100, All 

Saints, Gladstone
BAMMERT, Ralph, 85, St. Paul the 

Apostle, Calumet
BEAUDOIN, Neil, 49, St. Ignatius 

Loyola, St. Ignace
BERTUCCI, Ann, 64, St. John the 

Evangelist, Ishpeming
BIANCHI, James, 79, St. Mary 

Queen of Peace, Kingsford
BLONDEAU, Lee, 59, St. Louis the 

King, Marquette
BOURDLAIS, Arthur, 94, Resurrec-

tion, Menominee
BROWN, Leona, 91, St. Ignatius 

Loyola, St. Ignace
CHARTIER, LaRayne, 93, St. Mary, 

Norway

COROZOLLA, Raymond, 79, St. 
Barbara, Vulcan

D’ANTONIO, Geraldine “Geri,” 86, 
St. Joseph & St. Patrick, Escana-
ba

DOYEN, Margaret, 81, St. Anthony 
of Padua, Gwinn

DUBORD, Jean, 82, St. Thomas 
the Apostle, Escanaba

FISHER, Alec, 19, St. Ignatius 
Loyola, Houghton

GERRISH, Paul, 76, St. Louis the 
King, Marquette

GROLEAU, Richard, 81, Holy Spirit, 
Menominee

HORN, Armand, 86, St. Anne, 
Mackinac Island

HOULE, Matthew, 57, All Saints, 
Gladstone

HOWE, Norman, 90, Immaculate 
Conception, Iron Mountain

JUNAK, David, 77, St. Paul, 
Negaunee

KARRY, Clarice Marie, 60, Resur-
rection, Hancock

KLEIKAMP, Delia, 95, St. John Neu-
mann, Spalding-Hermansville

LAFAIVE, Mary, 76, St. Mary, 
Norway

LINKFIELD, William, 62, St. Louis 
the King, Marquette

LONGHINI, Jack, 84, Holy Family, 
Ontonagon

MALENFANT, Suzanne, 69, St. 
Anthony of Padua, Wells

MAY, Marvin, 92, St. Anne, Macki-
nac Island

NEPHEW, Frank, 88, St. Anne, 
Mackinac Island

OKLAT, Henry, 69, Holy Name of 
Mary, Sault Ste. Marie

QUINN, Theresa, 70, St. Peter 
Cathedral, Marquette

RASTELLO, Dora, 97, St. Sebas-
tian, Bessemer

SERENA, Carlotta “Charlotte,” 78, 

St. Agnes, Iron River
SWILLE, Michael, 57, St. Joseph & 

St. Patrick, Escanaba
TOUPIN, Ronald, 76, St. Paul the 

Apostle, Calumet
TOUSIGNANT, Dorothy, 93, St. 

Peter Cathedral, Marquette
TUTTLE, Donald E., 86, St. Francis 

de Sales, Manistique
VANLINDEN, Raymond, 87, St. 

Peter Cathedral, Marquette
ZIENKIEWICZ, Halina, 89, Resur-

rection, Menominee

BAPTISMS
COOKS, St. Mary Magdalene: 

Corben Benard
ESCANABA, St. Anne: Larkin 

Delvaux; Leo Kamerschen;  
St. Thomas the Apostle: Sawyer 
David Naser; St. Joseph & St. 
Patrick: Jax Gregory Ness

GWINN, St. Anthony of Padua: 

Jack Wright; Jack Laskowski
HANCOCK, Resurrection: Kyana 

Elyse LaBissoniere
KINGSFORD, St. Mary Queen of 

Peace: Grayson Hirthe; Gabriella 
Marshall; Amelia Marshall; Bryce 
Epperson

MARQUETTE, St. Louis the King: 
Camron DeVooght;  
St. Peter Cathedral: Cedric 
Sweney; Felicity Haara; Cazimir 
Ampe; Henrik Ampe; Isadora 
Ampe

MENOMINEE, Holy Redeemer: 
Anastasia Kozikoski; Resurrec-
tion: Braxton Utke; Wyatt Engle, 
Hunter Engle

NAUBINWAY, St. Stephen: Henry 
Bentley Kalnbach

NEGAUNEE, St. Paul: Orrin 
Coombs

SAULT STE. MARIE, Holy Name of 
Mary: Ava Bunker

Matthew Charles Houle, known to many as 
“Coach”, age 57, of Gladstone, died unexpect-
edly Friday, Nov. 9, 2018, at his home.

He was born in Escanaba, Mich., to Irving 
C Houle and Gail (LaChapelle) Houle on Feb. 

15,1961, where he lived until he 
graduated in 1979. Matt mar-
ried Salli Snowaert on July 19, 
1986, and they later had a son, 
Ian Matthew.

He entered a lifelong career 
as athletic director and coach 
at Gladstone High School. 
Houle loved being part of the 
Gladstone Brave community 
and was a role model on and 
off the field. Houle poured his 

heart and soul into the school that he believed 
in and was so committed to it as an athletic 

director, coach, mentor and assistant vice 
principal of the middle school. Prior to Glad-
stone School, Houle worked for the YMCA 
as program director, as well as the executive 
director of Big Brothers Big Sisters, in addi-
tion to the Specials Olympics of the Upper 
Peninsula.

In addition to his wife, Salli, he is survived 
by: son, Ian Houle of Gladstone; mother, Gail 
Houle of Escanaba; brothers, Steve (Peggy) 
Houle of Escanaba, John (Lori) Houle of Es-
canaba, and Peter Houle (Mark Levesque) of 
Philadelphia, Pa.; twin sister, Margo (Brian) 
Rout, Columbus, Ind.; several aunts and un-
cles and several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his father, 
Irving C Houle.

A Mass of Christian burial was held Nov. 15 
at All Saints Parish in Gladstone.

Matthew Houle 

Matthew 
Houle

CatholiC Cemetery

Burial Lots, Mausoleum 
& Columbarium Niches

Holy Cross - Marquette
1400 Wright St.

Neil Newcomb 225-0191

Holy Cross - Escanaba
Hwy M-35

Tom Stannard 786-4685

www.ernashfuneralhomes.com
906-774-7676

240 Mccann Street •  St Ignace, MI 49781
(906) 643-7711 • fax (906) 643-7089 • www.dodsonfh.com

Bruce J.  DoDSon, Funeral DIrector

“Our family serving you for nearly 50 years!”

Advertising space available.
Contact Deacon Steve 

1-866-452-5112 • upc@new.rr.com 

McKEVITT-PATRICK FUNERAL HOME, INC.
Michael Patrick - Manager / Chris J. Cody - Managing Director

305 N. Lowell St., Ironwood, MI 49938
 932-1141

Range Funeral Service Inc.
Frick-Zielinski F. Home

304 S. Sophie St.
Bessemer, MI

(906) 663-4410

Ketola-Burla F. Home
635 E. Ayer St.
Ironwood, MI
888-932-1832

Range Crematory
401 Hwy 51 South

Hurley, WI
888-932-1832

200 L’Anse Ave., L’Anse, MI 49946
906-524-7800 or Toll Free 866-524-7800
Susan M. Jacobs, Owner/Manager
COMFORT, CARE AND CONCERN

JACOBSON FUNERAL HOME, INC.

BJORK AND ZHULKIE
FUNERAL HOME

Ishpeming, MI 49849 • (906) 486-8911
   Ken D. Farley, Manager • Tom J. Farley, Director

Father DeGroot ordained to priesthood
50 & 25 YEARS AGO 

BY LARRY CHABOT

FROM OUR SUNDAY VISITOR 
DECEMBER, 1968

• Msgr. Joseph Zryd, who died in Rome at age 63, started Marquette St. 
Michael Parish and lost a leg at age 39 when hit by a car. 

• Chaplain Angelo Liteky of Florida, who saved the lives of 20 U.S. 
soldiers in Vietnam, was awarded the Medal of Honor by President 
Lyndon Johnson.

• Escanaba native Father Albert Wilson, a World War II and Vietnam 
veteran, was buried with full military honors.

 
FROM THE U.P. CATHOLIC

DECEMBER, 1993
• Ex-farmer Francis DeGroot of Northland became the fourth diocesan 

man ordained to the priesthood in 1993. 
• Father Howard Brown’s self-written obituary appeared on page one of 

the paper, for which he was a columnist for 25 years.
• “There is a good spirit and we are moving forward and united,” said 

Bishop James Garland as he marked his first year here. “The job is not 
boring.”
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SUNDAY, Dec. 9
A RiseUP ministry (for-

merly Awaken) event will 
be held at 3 p.m. at St. Mary 
& St. Joseph Parish in Iron 
Mountain. Greg Ferman-
ski is scheduled to be the 
guest speaker. The format 
of a RiseUP event is three-
fold: praise and worship, the 
preached Gospel and Eucha-
ristic Adoration. 

To learn more visit www.
riseup906.org.

DEC. 14-16
Bishop John Doerfler will 

help individuals to prepare 
during the holy season of 
Advent at the Advent retreat 
at Marygrove Retreat Center 
in Garden. 

Bishop Doerfler will guide 
participants with his reflec-
tions on Life in the Holy Spir-

it: the Beatitudes. For more 
information or to register, 
visit www.marygrove.org or 
call (906) 644-2771.

SATURDAY, Dec. 15
A holiday turkey dinner 

with all the trimmings will 
take place at St. Joseph Par-
ish in Ishpeming from 4 until 
8 p.m. Photos with Santa will 
be available. 

The dinner is sponsored 
by and for, the Knights of 
Columbus Council 1541. Cost 
is $8 for adults, $5 for youth 
and free for children five and 
under.

DEC. 15-16
The 2018-19 season of the 

Cathedral Concert Series 
continues with “Marquette 
BachFest: Bach in the Cathe-
dral.” The Marquette Choral 

Society presents its annual 
Christmas concert featuring 
Bach. 

The choral society will be 
joined by members of the 
Marquette Symphony Or-
chestra. The concerts are set 
for Dec. 15 at 7:30 p.m. and 
Dec. 16 at 3 p.m. For com-
plete information on the Ca-
thedral Concert Series, visit 
www.StPeterCathedral.org, 
or call, (906) 226-6548.

FRIDAY, Jan. 4
A fish bake will be held at 

St. Christopher Parish in 
Marquette from 4 until 7 
p.m. Dinner includes baked 
fish, coleslaw, potatoes, roll 
and dessert. Take-out orders 
are available. Cost is $12 for 
adults, $6 for children ages 
6-12, and free for children 
five and under.

Keep Christ in Christmas poster contest
Youth ages 5 through 14 are invited to participate in the an-

nual Knights of Columbus “Keep Christ in Christmas” poster 
contest. The contest will be conducted locally with winning 
entries advancing to the district level and then to the state, 
national and international levels. 

The contest started on Nov. 15 and runs through Dec. 15. 
Entry forms, paper, and more information for the contest are 
available at the Marquette branches of the Upper Peninsula 
Catholic Credit Union and Father Marquette Catholic Acade-
my. Posters must be submitted to those locations by Dec. 15. 
The winners of the contest will be contacted by Dec. 20.

Christmas Mass Times are coming soon
Look no further than The U.P. Catholic for Christmas Mass 

times for all diocesan parishes and missions. Mass times will 
be published in the Dec. 21 issue of The U.P. Catholic and 
available online at www.DioceseofMarquette.org/Christmas-
MassTimes.

Submit items for The U.P. Catholic Newspaper
The U.P. Catholic invites all parishes, missions and schools 

to submit events for possible publication in the newspaper’s 
calendar. Events can be submitted to news@dioceseofmar-
quette.org.

Submission deadlines for upcoming issues:
Jan. 18 issue: Submit items by Dec. 28
Feb. 8 issue: Submit items by Jan. 18

THE U.P. CATHOLIC CALENDARTHE U.P. CATHOLIC CALENDARTHE U.P. CATHOLIC CALENDAR

BISHOP DOERFLER SCHEDULEBISHOP DOERFLER SCHEDULEBISHOP DOERFLER SCHEDULE
DECEMBER

8: Feast of the Immaculate Con-
ception Mass, 8 a.m., St. Peter 
Cathedral, Marquette

9: Mass, 10:30 a.m. St. Peter Ca-
thedral, Marquette

14-16: Advent Retreat, Marygrove 
Retreat Center, Garden

23: Mass, 10:30 a.m., St. Peter 

Cathedral, Marquette
24: Christmas Eve Mass, 5 p.m., St. 

Peter Cathedral, Marquette
25: Christmas Day Mass, 10 a.m., 

St. Peter Cathedral, Marquette

JANUARY
2-8: Spiritual retreat with bishops 

of the United States Conference 

of Catholic Bishops, Mundelein 
Seminary, Illinois

11: Transitional Diaconate Ordi-
nation of Michael Kowalewski, 
3:30 p.m., St. Peter Cathedral, 
Marquette

13: Mass, 10:30 a.m., St. Peter 
Cathedral, Marquette

DIOCESAN CALENDARDIOCESAN CALENDARDIOCESAN CALENDAR
DECEMBER

7-9: Three day silent directed 
retreat, Marygrove Retreat Center, 
Garden

8: Feast of the Immaculate Concep-
tion, Holy Day of Obligation

13: U.P. Catholic Foundation board 
meeting, 4-6 p.m., Bishop Baraga 
room, diocesan offices, Marquette

14-16: Advent Retreat with Bishop 
John Doerfler, Marygrove Retreat 
Center, Garden

15: Cathedral Concert Series: 
“Bach in the Cathedral” with the 
Marquette Choral Society and the 

Marquette Symphony Orchestra, 
7:30 p.m., St. Peter Cathedral, 
Marquette

16: Cathedral Concert Series: 
“Bach in the Cathedral” with the 
Marquette Choral Society and the 
Marquette Symphony Orchestra, 3 
p.m., St. Peter Cathedral, Mar-
quette

21: The U.P. Catholic newspaper 
publishes

24-25: Diocesan offices closed
25: The Nativity of the Lord, Holy 

Day of Obligation

JANUARY
1: Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, the Mother of God, Holy Day 
of Obligation, Diocesan offices 
closed

3: Cathedral Concert Series: David 
Jonies, Celebrity Recital, 7:30 p.m., 
St. Peter Cathedral, Marquette

8: Diocesan school principals 
meeting, Zoom video conference, 
11 a.m.-2 p.m.

11: Transitional Diaconate Ordination 
of Michael Kowalewski, 3:30 p.m., 
St. Peter Cathedral, Marquette

Diocesan seminarian 
Michael Kowalewski is 
scheduled to be ordained to 
the order of (transitional) 
deacon on Friday, January 
11 at 3:30 p.m. ET at St. Pe-
ter Cathedral in Marquette. 
Bishop John Doerfler will be 
the principal celebrant, with 
the priests of the diocese 
concelebrating. 

Kowalewski, a Rhode Island native, was 
accepted as a seminarian for the Diocese of 
Marquette in 2013 for Companions of Christ 
the Lamb in Paradise, Mich. In 2016, he began 
his studies for the priesthood for the Diocese 
of Marquette. He is studying at Sacred Heart 
Seminary and School of Theology in Hales 
Corners, Wis.

Kowalewski’s parish community is Sacred 
Heart Parish in L’Anse. He is the son of Tony 
and Sheryl Kowalewski.

Kowalewski to be ordained, Jan. 11

Michael 
Kowalewski
Michael 
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Bishop Robert C. Morlino of 
Madison died Nov. 24, at St. 
Mary Hospital in Madison, Wis, 
at the age of 71.

The day before his death, 
the diocese issued a statement 
saying that Bishop Morlino was 
undergoing scheduled medi-
cal tests on Wednesday, when 
he suffered a “cardiac event.” 
At the time, he was initially 
reported to be “resting.” On 
Nov. 24, Vicar General, Msgr. 
James Bartylla released an ur-
gent prayer request saying that 
things had taken a turn and “it 
is likely that our hope lays in a 
miracle at this point.”

Just hours after Msgr. Bartyl-
la’s prayer request, the diocesan 
Facebook page posted that 
Bishop Morlino had died.

Bishop Morlino was installed 
as the fourth bishop of Madison 
Aug. 1, 2003. Prior to his time 
in Madison, he was bishop of 
Helena.

A native of Scranton, Penn., 
he was initially ordained a 
Jesuit priest in 1974. During his 
time as a Jesuit, he taught phi-
losophy at several universities, 
including Loyola College in Bal-
timore, Boston College, and the 
University of Notre Dame. In 
1983, he became a priest of the 

Diocese of Kalamazoo. He was 
consecrated as a bishop in 1999. 
At the time of his consecration, 
he was preparing to become a 
full-time professor of theology 
at Detroit’s Sacred Heart Major 
Seminary.

In the statement announcing 
his death, the Diocese of Madi-
son outlined his three priorities 
as bishop: to “increase the num-
ber and quality of men ordained 
to the diocesan priesthood,” to 
increase a sense of reverence 
throughout the diocese, and “to 
challenge Catholic institutions 
in the diocese to live out their 
professed faith in Jesus Christ” 
with their ministry in the secu-
lar realm.

“All objective indicators 
point to the fact that Bishop 
Morlino accomplished what he 
set out to do in the diocese,” 
said the diocese. He ordained 
40 men during his 15 years as 
bishop, and there are another 
24 seminarians in formation 
within the diocese. Additionally, 
there were “significant inroads 
toward encouraging the Catho-
lic institutions in his care to live 
out their mission with greater 
fidelity.”

In August of this year, Bishop 
Morlino released a pastoral let-
ter saying the “homosexual sub-
culture” within the Church was 
“wreaking great devastation.” 
He also called for additional 
Masses of reparation and fast-
ing, and promised to respond 
firmly to any allegations of 
sexual misconduct by members 
of the clergy or seminarians.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was held on Dec. 4 at St. Maria 
Goretti Parish in Madison.

Got News?
Send it to: news@dioceseofmarquette.org

Madison bishop 
dies at age 71

Bishop Robert C. Morlino

BY HANNAH BROCKHAUS
CNA/EWTN NEWS

Liturgical and sacred music can be a pow-
erful instrument of evangelization, because it 
gives people a glimpse of the beauty of heaven, 
Pope Francis said Nov. 24 at an international 
meeting of choirs.

“Your music and your song are a true instru-
ment of evangelization insofar as you witness 
to the profoundness of the Word of God that 
touches the hearts of people, and allow a 
celebration of the sacraments, especially of the 
Holy Eucharist, which makes one sense the 
beauty of Paradise,” said Pope Francis.

“Never stop this commitment” to music, he 
emphasized, “such an important commitment 
to the life of our communities… In moments of 
joy and sadness, the Church is called to always 
be close to people, to offer them the company 
of faith.”

Music has the ability to make a deep impres-
sion on moments in people’s life, preserving 
them “as a precious memory that has marked 
their existence,” he noted.

Pope Francis spoke in a meeting with over 
8,000 singers and musicians from around 
the world, who are attending an international 
meeting of choirs at the Vatican Nov. 23-25.

The third edition of the conference, it began 
with talks on “Music in the Liturgy and Cat-
echesis for the New Evangelization,” presented 
by Msgr. Marco Frisina, a renowned composer 
and founder and director of the choir of the 
Diocese of Rome.

Other experts in sacred and liturgical music 
also gave presentations, including Msgr. Guido 
Marini, Pope Francis’ master of liturgical cere-
monies.

The conference of choirs also had a moment 
for testimonies from singers and musicians 
from around the world, including Brazil, the 
Central African Republic, Mexico, Lebanon, 
Iraq, China, Vietnam, Turkey, and the United 
States.

“Your presence,” the pope told the singers 
and musicians, “while highlighting the interna-
tionality of your respective countries, allows us 
to grasp the universality of the Church and its 
different traditions.”

“Your song and your music, especially in the 
celebration of the Eucharist, make it clear that 
we are one body and sing one faith with one 
voice. Even if we speak different languages, ev-
eryone can understand the music we sing, the 
faith we profess and the hope that we await,” 
he stated.

The pope encouraged musicians and singers 
to study and prepare so that they can accompa-
ny the liturgy well, and not be tempted to draw 
attention to themselves: “Please, do not be a 
‘prima donna!’” he said.

Liturgical musicians, he said, should be “ani-
mators of the song of the whole assembly,” not 
replace it.

“Through these musical compositions and 
songs,” he said, “voice is also given to prayer 
and in this way a real international choir is 
formed, where in unison the praise and glory 
rises to the Father of all from his people.”

Pope Francis: Sacred music 
points to the beauty of Paradise 
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COURTESY PHOTOS
(Top photo) National Catholic Society of Foresters Sacred Heart Court 
#517 President Antonia Burich, presents a check for $1,210 to Douglas 
Slowik from the Saints Martha and Mary St. Vincent de Paul Conference. 
The funds raised were from the Hearts and Hands bake sale held to assist 
those in need. First row from left: Dorothy Richetta, Beverly Clairmont, 
June Burich, Mary Lou Fink, Jean Oikarinen. Back row: Betty Zei, Peggy 
Lanctot, Douglas Slowik, Antonia Burich, Dorothy Reilly, Marian McKellar. 
(Bottom photo) Burch presents a check to the local Gardenview memory 
care unit in Calumet, to use toward activities for Alzheimer support. Pic-
tured from left: Memory care support director Brienna Parker, executive 
director Maggie Seppala, with three society representatives, Burich, 
member chairwoman Denise Reed and secretary chairwoman Connie 
Cloutier.

Local Catholic Society of 
Foresters gives back

Iron River Knights receive 
award for Tootsie Roll drive

COURTESY PHOTO
Knights of Columbus district deputy Marty Gittins presents Iron River 
Council 2300 Grand Knight William R. Commenator with the 2018 Men-
tally Impaired Program Award for collecting the most money per member 
during its annual Tootsie Roll drive. Council 2300 has received this award 
several times in recent years.

Prayer for the Formation of Spirit-Filled Evangelizers
O Holy Spirit come into my life and my heart. By the fire of your love,  
transform me and all Catholics throughout Michigan’s Upper Peninsula 

into Spirit-filled evangelizers. I pray that more and more people may 
come to know the love of Jesus Christ and make a personal decision to 
follow him. I pray for all the people that I know who are not practicing 

any faith. Touch their hearts with your love, O Holy Spirit. Work through me 
so that they may have a personal encounter with Jesus Christ and follow 

him in faith. To you, O Holy Spirit, and to the Father and to the Son, 
be glory and honor for ever and ever, Amen.
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The U.P. Catholic leads pilgrimage to Italy

COURTESY PHOTO
Last month, The U.P. Catholic led a pilgrimage to various historical sites in Italy. It was led by Deacon Steve and Jackie Gretzinger, and included faithful from throughout the Diocese of 
Marquette and a variety of other dioceses. (Left photo) Pilgrims stand in front of the Benedictine Abbey of Santissima Trinita which was founded in the 11th century near Cava de Tirreni, 
Italy.  (Right photo) Pilgrims participate in a pasta making class while in Italy.
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