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St. Joseph the Worker Church in 
Chatham is celebrating the Advent 
season with an environment based 

on a short story by John Ruskin. Instead 
of a traditional Advent wreath, the 
church has suspended lanterns to remind 
us of the importance of allowing Jesus, 
the Light of the World, to be our light 
during this Advent and beyond.

The English writer Ruskin left us with 
a beautiful image of what Jesus wants 
us to be in our world. In Ruskin’s time, 
electricity had not yet been discovered. 
City streets were lit at night by gas lamps. 
City lamplighters had to go from lamp to 
lamp, lighting them with a flaming torch.

One night, when Ruskin was a very old 
man, he was sitting in front of a win-
dow in his house. Across the valley was a 
street on a hillside. There, Ruskin could 

see the torch of the lamplighter lighting 
lamps as he went. Because of the dark-
ness, Ruskin could not see the lamp-
lighter. He could see only his torch and 
the trail of lights it left behind him. After 
a few minutes, Ruskin turned to the per-
son next to him and said, “That’s a good 
illustration of a Christian. People may 
never have known him. They may never 
have met him. They may never even 
have seen him. But they know he passed 
through their world by the trail of lights 
he left lit behind him.”

Photo and text submitted by Father 
John Nolan, pastor of St. Joseph the 
Worker Parish in Chatham.
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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Recently I visited a young priest 

who serves as one of the chaplains at 
the Catholic Newman Center at the 
University of Illinois in Champaign, 
Father Chase Hilgenbrinck. Father 
Hilgenbrinck was born in Quincy in 
1982, grew up in the Diocese of Peoria 
and was ordained a priest for the Peoria 
diocese in 2014. Before his ordination, 
however, Father Hilgenbrinck’s path to 
priesthood included a career as a profes-
sional soccer player. He played soccer 
for four years in South America before 
returning to the United States to play for 
the New England Revolution. 

Hilgenbrinck’s last game was on a 
Sunday, July 13, 2008, at Gillette Stadium 
in Foxborough, Mass. The reason he 
hung up his soccer spikes was to enter the 
seminary and study for the priesthood. 
Although his Catholic faith had been 
important to him throughout his life, he 
decided to make a deeper commitment: to 
put God at the center of his life.

Similar to the life story of Father 
Hilgenbrinck is the vocational path of a 
young woman named Kirstin Holum. In 
1998, at the Winter Olympics in Japan, 
Kirstin Holum was a 17-year-old speed-

skating prodigy from the United States who 
was foreseen to achieve future greatness. 
When Kirstin placed sixth in the three 
thousand meter speed skating and seventh 
in the five thousand meters, experts pre-
dicted a golden future. Her mother had 
been an Olympic gold medalist and similar 
success was forecast for Kirstin. But the 
1998 Olympic Games would be the final 
time she would skate competitively. From 
that point on, her life began an entirely dif-
ferent journey. “Speed skating was such a 
huge part of my life,” she says. “I still loved 
the sport, but I had this incredibly strong 
calling that it was time to move on and take 
a different path in life.”

In fact, Kirstin became a nun, joining 
the Franciscan Sisters of the Renewal, 

whose mission is to work with people 
who are poor and homeless. She became 
known as Sister Catherine. In New 
York she worked with some of the city’s 
most underprivileged children in areas 
steeped in gang culture. She then moved 
to Britain, to work with underprivileged 
groups in the city of Leeds.

Kirstin does not hide her background as 
an Olympian when giving talks to children. 
In her words: “Their eyes get really big and 
they start paying a lot more attention. It is 
not exactly something you would normally 
expect from a sister. But I think it is good 
for them to see that members of a religious 
order can come from any background and 
any walk of life. It is all about your commit-
ment to the message. I saw people making 

sports into the most important thing in 
their lives and I didn’t desire that.” Sister 
Catherine desired to put Christ at the cen-
ter of her life.

Father Chase Hilgenbrinck and Sister 
Catherine Holum are shining examples for 
taking a deeper plunge into our calling as 
Christians and making a life-long commit-
ment to put Christ at the center of our lives.

This year, since Christmas will be on 
a Sunday, the Advent season extends for 
a full four weeks. Since Advent is the 
time of preparation for the celebration of 
Christmas, it would be good for us to take 
some time to reflect on the proper way to

Parochial Vicar
Reverend Thomas Hagstrom  is 

appointed Parochial Vicar of St. 
Francis Xavier Parish, Jerseyville, 
of Holy Ghost Parish, Jerseyville, 
of St. Mary Parish, Fieldon, and of 
St. Patrick Parish, Grafton, with 
residence at Holy Ghost Parish, 
Jerseyville, from Pastor of St. 
Anthony of Padua Parish, Quincy, 
effective Dec. 15, 2016.

Chaplain
Reverend Mon sig nor Ken net h 

C. Steffen is appointed Chaplain 
of HSHS St. Francis Hospital, 
Litchfield, and granted priestly 
faculties for ministry, from Leave 
of Absence for Medical Reasons, 
from Pastor of Ss. Peter and Paul 
Parish, Alton, and from Judge of 
the Diocesan Tribunal, effective 
Dec. 1, 2016.

Appointment Concluded
R e v e r e n d  B e r n a r d  T h o m a s 

Donovan concludes his appoint-
ment as Parochial Vicar of St. 
Peter Parish, Quincy, thereby con-
cluding his residence at St. Peter 
Parish, Quincy, while continuing 
as Parochial Administrator of St. 
Anthony of Padua Parish, Quincy, 
and with residence at St. Anthony 
of Padua Parish, Quincy, effective 
Dec. 15, 2016.
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Monday, Dec. 12
Springfield, Catholic Pastoral 

Center, Priests’ Personnel Board 
Meeting, 1:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 13
Springfield, Catholic Pastoral 

Center, Tribunal Case Review 
Meeting, 10 a.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 13
Springfield, Catholic Pastoral 

Center, Bishop’s Administrative 
Team Meeting, 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 14
Brussels ,  Blessed Trinit y 

Pa r i s h ,  St.  M a ry  S c ho ol , 
Pastoral Visit, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 20
Springfield, Villa Maria Catholic 

Life Center, Curia Christmas 
Gathering, 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 21
Springfield, St. Katharine Drexel 

Parish, Mass for Simbang Gabi, 6 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 24

Greenville, Greenville Federal 
Correction Institute, Mass, 1 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 25
Springfield, Cathedral of the 

Immaculate Conception, Christmas 
Midnight Mass, 12 a.m.

Continued on page 13: BISHOP
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Hopes for Sheen transfer still high 
despite court granting stay

CATHOLIC TIMES DECEMbEr 11, 2016     PAGE 3

THREE-MINUTE NEWS ROUNDUP

By LYNN CONNELLY
Special to Catholic Times

CHATHAM — St. Joseph the Worker 
Church in Chatham has embraced 
Bishop Thomas John Paprocki’s call to 
make stewardship and discipleship a way 
of life. Those who enter the church for 
Mass cannot help but notice the beauti-
ful new banners displayed outside. Each 
banner represents one of the four pillars 
of parish stewardship. These pillars of 
hospitality, prayer, formation and ser-
vice are vital to the overall health of a 
parish. Jesus in his Great Commission 
did not ask us just to make believers, 
but to make disciples. By virtue of our 
baptism, this is our call. Discipleship 
must become the lens through which 
we view the church and its activities. 
Stewardship will follow as it is an out-
ward response to discipleship.

The first pillar, hospitality, is rep-
resented on the banner “Inv ite.” 
Hospitality in its truest form denotes 
action and hence the term “invite.” 
Regardless of whether you are a guest or 
a member of our parish, we invite each 
one to be a part of our community. Our 
welcome ministry team works to ensure 
all newcomers are warmly received. The 
hospitality ministers extend this same 
welcoming spirit to all who enter for 
prayer and worship. All parishioners are 
invited to take part in the many and var-
ied ministries and activities offered at 
St. Joseph the Worker and to share their 
particular gifts.

The second pillar of parish steward-
ship is represented on the “Pray” banner. 
Through prayer, we come to know God 
personally and intimately. It is when 
we come to know him and to develop 
a personal relationship with him that 
we experience conversion. Conversion 
is necessary for discipleship. We must 
be a people of prayer both personally 
and as community. A stewardship parish 

seeks to nourish the soul through prayer. 
At St. Joseph the Worker, we journey 
together through prayer toward holiness.

The pillar of formation or “Study” can 
be found on our third banner. To be a 
disciple, you must be engaged in a life-
long process of learning from and about 
Jesus Christ. We offer faith formation 
and Share the Word to our youth, small 
group faith-sharing communities and 
Christian Initiation of Adults to those 
interested in learning more about the 
Catholic faith. These and other pro-
grams focus on providing an opportu-
nity to learn and to share our faith.

Our last banner “Serve” represents 
the fourth and final pillar of parish 
stewardship. Service is vital to the 
church. Through service, we give wit-
ness that we are the hands and feet 
of Christ in the world. Within our 
parish, we offer a ministry of care to 
support the needs of the sick, con-
fined and elderly. To those outside 
our parish, we supply food to food 
pantries for those in need of emer-
gency food assistance. Our Faith in 
Ac t ion  M i n i s t r y  a s s i s t s  Habit at 
homes, the MERCY Community, the 
Christmas Giving Tree, and Helping 
Hands of Springfield. Proceeds from 
bread donat ions on t he weekend 
before Thanksgiving go to St. John’s 
Breadline. Our youth attend Catholic 
H E A RT Workc a mp a nd  prov ide 
much needed assistance to the needy 
throughout the country.

We are just beginning our quest to 
make stewardship and discipleship a 
way of life at St. Joseph the Worker 
Church in Chatham. There is much 
work to do, but it’s an exciting jour-
ney! Through the grace of God, we will 
become disciples who are ready to go 
forth to build the Kingdom.

Lynn Connelly is a member of the 
Stewardship Committee at St. Joseph the 
Worker Parish.

Forming a stewardship parish

 Photo by Mike Sachsenmaier 

PILLARS OF STEWARDSHIP — Each pillar adorns banners outside of St. Joseph the 
Worker Church in Chatham.
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PEORIA (CNS) — Hopes buoyed in 
the Diocese of Peoria by a Nov. 17 court 
ruling allowing Archbishop Fulton J. 
Sheen’s family to transfer the sainthood 
candidate’s remains from New York to 
Peoria were tempered by an emergency 
stay being granted to the Archdiocese 
of New York, which planned to appeal 
the ruling. 

In a 10-page decision, Manhattan 
Supreme Court Justice Arlene Bluth 
had granted the request of Archbishop 
Sheen’s niece, Joan Sheen Cunningham, 
to have the remains of the famed ora-
tor and media pioneer removed from 

St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York and 
transferred to St. Mary’s Cathedral in 
Peoria, where a crypt is being prepared 
for his re-interment. 

However, five days later, lawyers repre-
senting the Archdiocese of New York and 
the trustees of St. Patrick’s Cathedral — 
who oppose the relocation of the remains 
— announced their intention to appeal 
Bluth’s ruling. They also sought and were 
granted the stay. 

The transfer is seen as a key factor in 
allowing Archbishop Sheen’s sainthood 
cause to move forward.

’Tis the season, and Bethlehem 
businesses hope for a merry one

BETHLEHEM, West Bank (CNS) — 
Even the Christmas decorations seem 
more cheerful this year in Bethlehem. 

A new display of Santa’s reindeer and 
sleigh were about to alight at the main 
traffic circle on Manger Street, and 
a big white Christmas tree made of 
lights perched merrily next to them. 
The official Christmas tree in Nativity 
Square was a focus of great commotion 
as pilgrims and locals struck poses for 
photos and selfies Dec. 5. A few days 
earlier, at the official tree lighting cere-
mony, the square was packed with hun-
dreds of onlookers ready to welcome 
the Christmas season to the birthplace 
of Jesus. 

Af ter two Christmas seasons in 
which the political reality had over-
taken holiday cheer, people seemed 
primed to finally feel some merriment 

in Bethlehem. In 2014, the summer Gaza 
war was still keeping away tourists, and 
last year a spate of stabbings and shoot-
ings overshadowed any hope of holiday 
cheer. This year, the Israeli separation 
barrier construction continues to slowly 
creep around Bethlehem, creating an iso-
lated enclave. 

There has been no real move toward 
a long-term peace agreement, nor any 
easing of travel restrictions or any sig-
nificant improvement in the economic or 
political situations, but Palestinians are 
embracing what they can of the holiday 
spirit. Storekeepers like Muslim Samer 
Laham, 37, whose front entrance displays 
rows of hanging Santa Claus hats, are 
readying for the celebrations. 

“People haven’t started buying the hats 
yet, but they will in a few more days,” 
said Laham confidently. 

http://www.proximotravel.com
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QI understand that as a result of 
science there are many (mil-
lions?) of frozen embryos that 

have been preserved for different rea-
sons, such as IVF (in vitro fertilization). 
What is their designation by the church? 
What is permitted by the church? What 
are the accepted forms of use for them? If 
they are being destroyed for medical pur-
poses, isn‘t this another slaughter of the 
innocents? — Brad, New York, N.Y.

AThere is no good solution to 
the situation of frozen embryos. 
Biological science and the church 

are in agreement about their status: from 
the moment of conception, they are human 
beings. The church does not permit them 
to be destroyed. It would be best if their 
natural parents brought them to term. 

As I wrote in the January/February 2010 
edition of The Catholic Answer (“Cancer 
and IVF”): “Whenever we discuss the eth-
ics of human reproduction, the necessary 
starting point is the recognition that chil-
dren — offspring  — are a gift from God 
and not a human right. That premise may 
be difficult for some to accept, but it is 
based on the unique sacred dignity of each 
human person endowed with a unique 
spiritual and immortal soul. 

“With respect to IVF, the Catechism is 
quite clear in No. 2377, a teaching which 
repeats verbatim what the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith stated in 
Donum Vitae in 1987. This same teaching is 

expressed in Pope John Paul II ‘s encyclicals 
Veritatis Splendor (1994) and Evangelium 
Vitae (1995). Most recently the Holy See 
has repeated this teaching with the instruc-
tion Dignitatis Personae (2008). All of those 
documents declare IVF to be immoral, and 
do so for a variety of reasons. 

“There are several moral problems with 
IVF ... [a] serious problem is the disposi-
tion of ‘excess’ embryos. Often they are 
left in a state of suspended animation, or 
even destroyed. We cannot treat human 
beings so callously. 

“Here it will be helpful to revisit what 
Pope John Paul taught on this subject in 
1995: ‘The various techniques of artificial 
reproduction, which would seem to be at 
the service of life and which are frequently 
used with this intention, actually open the 
door to new threats against life. Apart from 
the fact that they are morally unacceptable, 
since they separate procreation from the 
fully human context of the conjugal act, 
these techniques have a high rate of failure: 
not just failure in relation to fertilization 

but with regard to the subsequent develop-
ment of the embryo, which is exposed to 
the risk of death, generally within a very 
short space of time. Furthermore, the num-
ber of embryos produced is often greater 
than that needed for implantation in the 
woman’s womb, and these so-called spare 
embryos are then destroyed or used for 
research which, under the pretext of sci-
entific or medical progress, in fact reduces 
human life to the level of simple “bio-
logical material” to be freely disposed of 
(Evangelium Vitae, no. 14).’”

I also answered a similar question 
in the March/April 2006 issue of TCA 
(“Embryonic Stem-Cell Research.”) On that 
occasion I wrote: “There seem to be four 
ways to treat the embryos, but not all of 
them are ethical: 

“1.) Use them for research. This is clearly 
wrong because it constitutes the direct kill-
ing of human life. No matter how good the 
intention of the research, this would always 
be wrong. 

“2.) Do nothing and eventually they will 
die. (They deteriorate even while frozen.) 
This seems unsatisfactory. 

“3.) Thaw them, let them die and bury 
them. This also seems unsatisfactory, for all 
human life deserves to be cared for. As for 
your husband’s suggestion that ‘they should 
all be given a burial,’ this is problematic, 

too: how could it be moral or ethical to 
bury alive a living human being? 

“4.) Implant them in the mother or in 
another woman willing to adopt the child 
and bring them to term. Implanting them 
in the mother is the best course of action at 
this point, but unlikely in many cases. As 
for adoption and implantation, reputable, 
trustworthy and orthodox moral theolo-
gians have different opinions about adop-
tion of the embryos. But there seems to be a 
growing consensus that it could be ethical 
and even ‘heroic’ to adopt a frozen embryo, 
although that action would not be morally 
obligatory for anyone.

“However, implantation (adopted or not) is 
not free of ethical concerns: It constitutes a 
material cooperation in the business of IVF, 
which is intrinsically evil in the first place, 
although the implantation could be allowed 
under the principle of double effect. 

“The only answer to this dilemma is to 
prohibit lVF ... .” In the words of Bishop 
Elio Sgreccia, president of the Pontifical 
Academy of Life, ‘The practice of in vitro 
fertilization must be stopped. It only 
encourages the production of frozen 
embryos, and freezing embryos is utili-
tarianism without mercy. When you start 
a wrong procedure like this, any solution 
is wrong and sad’ (Catholic World Report, 
May 2001).”

Something happened recently which 
I had supposed would never hap-
pen to me. It is a good thing, nev-

ertheless, that this happened, so that, as 
one seeking to traverse successfully the 
boundaries between religious groups, I 
will remember how painful this same 
effort is for so many people.

Without going into a lot of detail, 
I found myself being posed ques-
tions about whether I was “saved,” and 
whether, in my peaceful interactions with 
non-Christians, I was letting their souls 
drop into hell.

I say that I did not expect this to hap-
pen to me, given that, for decades, I have 
gravitated toward interacting with people 
who, in accord with basic human respect, 
appreciate the fact that each of us has a 
religious history and solid reasons for 
holding our particular beliefs. It is easy for 
me to forget that many of us often encoun-
ter “proselytizers”: people whose zeal for 

their religious point of view impels them 
to force their view onto others.

The effrontery of these questions was 
quite disturbing.

First of all, the question about being 
“saved.” If one wants a real answer to this 
question, one had better be willing to lis-
ten carefully to the life story of the one so 
interrogated. In my case, I was baptized 
at the age of 13 days, into the faith of my 
parents. I indeed experienced salvation at 
that time.

Every Christian so baptized, however, 

must move into a personal appropriation 
of faith. One would suppose that some-
one who commits to a sharply defined 
role of service among the Christian 
people had somehow appropriated faith 
personally. In my high school years, when 
I was thinking about priesthood, I had 
a certain “faith in the Church,” which 
resided in my concern for the advance of 
social justice in this world.

Personal faith in Jesus came later. In 
my latter years of seminary, I found that 
relying on my own personal “compe-
tence” was not an adequate way to live 
the Christian life. The Scriptural theme 
of sacrifice led me to ask myself whether 
I was telling myself that I had to burn 
myself up, through various achievements, 
to prove that I had a right to be here. I 
came to see the universal urge to sacri-
fice as an anxiety which comes to rest in 
an acceptance that the Son of God, truly 
God and truly human, has answered our 
anxieties in his gift of self, in his death 
and resurrection.

The other issue — of whether as a 
Christian I was missing an opportunity 

to “save” others — requires an awareness 
of, and respect for, the lives of non-Chris-
tians. This respect is not expressed in the 
attitude of “convert or else.” We might 
remember the words of God given to us by 
the prophet Amos (9:7): “Are you not like 
the Ethiopians to me, O Israelites?” On the 
USCCB website, you can find comments 
of Cardinal Blase Cupich, Archbishop of 
Chicago, on the need for simple human 
respect in interreligious dialogue.

I give my inquisitors the benefit of the 
doubt. That is, I presume that they had 
the best of intentions when they saw fit 
to call my faith into question. I hope that 
now, having met with resistance from 
me, they will re-examine their efforts 
and ask themselves whether their meth-
ods are the properly human thing to do.

But, in addition, I will hold to an 
understanding of the Christ-event as 
something which makes the whole of 
human experience a place for encounter-
ing God. Jesus has done this. We simply 
witness to his work.

Discussing the ethical concerns of frozen embryos

Inter-religious dialogue calls for basic human respect

Father Kevin Laughery is ecumenical 
and interreligious officer for the Diocese 
of Springfield in Illinois.
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Recently I visited the Franciscan 
motherhouse for the funeral of 
Sister Kenneth Wildt, OSF. Her 

funeral reminded me of the kindness 
shown to me by Sister Kenneth some 
years ago.

When I first went to Highland as pas-
tor in 2007 I ended up back in Springfield 
at St. John’s Hospital, requiring major 
surgery. It was scary and the suddenness 
of it all caught me off guard. I had just 
arrived and never expected to miss my 
first month laid up in the hospital. The 
Franciscan sisters welcomed me to their 
motherhouse for a time of recuperation. I 
was anxious to get back but knew I had to 
follow the doctor’s orders.

Sister Kenneth and Sister Marilyn 
McCormick, both who barely knew me and 
were stationed in Highland at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital, heard of my surgery. On their 
own, they called the motherhouse and told 
them to tell me that if I wanted to “come 
home” they would take care of me. They 
said they would visit once or twice daily, 
to care for me at the rectory. Never had I 
experienced such generous, compassion-
ate care. It was humbling and I was blown 
away by all they did for me in my quest for 
healing, health and wholeness.

The Franciscan motherhouse chapel 
near Riverton is one of the most beautiful 
spaces for prayer that I have ever encoun-
tered. The funeral was in their beautiful 
“adoration chapel” which is so nice for 
prayer — although I love and find such 
a powerful presence of the Holy Spirit in 
their “main chapel.”

Each year I am invited to come to the 
Franciscan sister’s Jubilee Mass in June. I 

try my hardest to be there that day to share 
with them. At 58, I usually know many of 
the jubilarians. I love being with the sis-
ters, and I truly love being in that chapel, 
where I always have been overwhelmed by 
the presence of God, since I first went there 
in 1978. It is a treasured jewel in the life of 
our diocese and of their community.

As I listened and prayed at Sister 
Kenneth’s funeral I came to a clear real-
ization that this power of the presence of 
God I have often found in this chapel, I 
also found as powerful in the life and wit-
ness of Sister Kenneth, in her care for me. 
In Sister Kenneth’s being was a place where 
Christ could come and dwell. Her funeral 
was a packed house of many like me who 
encountered Christ’s love through this 
woman, his servant.

We have been in this wonderful sea-
son of Advent for two weeks now. I just 
returned from a trip to the Holy Land as 
I was privileged to be a chaplain for our 
diocesan pilgrimage. We journeyed to 
where Christ came to be born, to live, to 
preach, to call forth to discipleship, to 
heal, to love, to forgive, to accept, to even 
raise from the dead as he called others 
to a deeper faith by his miracles. It was 
marvelous and inspiring to actually walk 
in his footsteps the roads he traveled to 
Emmaus, Capernaum, and Jerusalem. 
Wading in the waters of the Jordan River 
which he made holy, will forever keep me 
focused on my baptismal call to “go and 
teach all disciples,” and of his promise to 
be with me always.

O Come, O Come Emmanuel was not the 
song of those who lived in Bethlehem at 
the time of his birth, yet the Father chose 
to send his Son — to a manger, and to a 
humble birth. We will soon be singing 
those familiar Christmas hymns to remind 
us of that time. Yet today can still be that 
moment of time of his arrival.

He wants to dwell in you. He wants 
to dwell in us. Why was St. Teresa of 
Calcutta loved? We encountered his pres-
ence in her loving “yes.” She spoke these 
words of herself, “By faith I am a Catholic 
nun, as to my calling I belong to the 
world, and as to my heart I belong entirely 
to the Heart of Jesus.” She chose to make 
a place for Christ to dwell living daily as a 
true “Intentional Disciple.”

I love going to the Franciscan 
Motherhouse Chapel. I love going to the 
Pink Sisters adoration chapel in North St. 
Louis. I love going to the Trappist monas-

tery at Gethsemane. I love praying in a side 
chapel at the Basilica of St. Mary Major 
in Rome. I loved celebrating Mass in the 
Philippines at a church out in a barrio that 
was built by my friends for the people of 
their homeland, where all we did was ring 
a bell for one minute and over 200 folks 
walked and ran to “come for Jesus” in the 
holy sacrifice of the Mass.

These are places where I have come to 
encounter his presence. But I have come to 
encounter him even more in the people of 
God, the living Body of Christ.

Advent is not just about singing O Come, 
O Come, Emmanuel — but it is about 
making a place for him to dwell in us. We 
really should not dare sing it if we are not 
ready, willing, and open to allowing him 
to come into the core of our being. When 
Jesus started calling the disciples to “come 
and see” it was not about “doing,” it was 
first about becoming and being. It was 
about starting to allow their hearts and 
their entire life to be open to a “personal 
encounter, a personal relationship, a per-
sonal falling in love with Christ himself 
and his mission.”

This is the season for many where our 
culture has led us to believe it is all about 
buying, shopping, giving and getting — 
and all the cute things about reindeers, 
elves, snow and Santa. Too often there is 
no real connection to where it all began: to 
Bethlehem in a manger, a lowly birth, God 
sent his Son, Emmanuel.

As I look back at Christmas celebra-
tions, I really don’t recall many “great 
presents under the 
tree” that impacted my 
life, even momentarily. 
But I can and always 
will remember Mother 
Teresa, Sister Kenneth, 
Bill Mollet, my grandma 
Frances Crouser, Father 
Martin Mangan, Matt 
Lorton, Bishop Joseph 
McNicholas, Clara 
Thies, Cletus Brummer, 
Peg Koerper, Father 
Tony Tamulis, Mayme 
Keppler, Elizabeth 
Motzenbacher, Doris 

Dasenbrock, Ann Knuffman, St. Pope John 
Paul, Dominic and Ethel Rolando, Sister 
Hugh Holtman OSF, and the list goes on. 
At 101, Sister Pauletta Overbeck, OP, is still 
an inspiration to me. I will always remem-
ber how I encountered the Christ within 
them, and nothing less.

People can be nice. People can be gener-
ous. People can say kind things. But if you 
are Christian, and if you seek to possess 
a true committed relationship with Jesus 
Christ, you definitely know when the love 
of God, and his presence dwells in another 
and that love is touching the depth and core 
of your heart. This is why Scripture says, 
“Let Him Enter, the king of Glory … .” And 
this is what Christ the King’s feast day is all 
about, which in my humble opinion is why 
it is the Catholic Church’s major feast cel-
ebrated right before the season of Advent.

I know Sister Kenneth opened her door 
to that presence within her. Thanks, Sister 
Kenneth for your “yes.” As the song Thank 
You by Ray Boltz says: “Thank you for giv-
ing to the Lord.” I know that what is true 
is, as the song also says, “I am a life that 
was changed.”

Sister Kenneth, in your presence I 
encountered his presence; in your minis-
try of love and friendship, I encountered 
his love. When you came to my door at the 
rectory, without really even knowing me, 
you brought a powerful encounter of the 
living God, and as the song ends, I echo its 
words, “I am so glad you came.”

Where will he enter this Christmas? 
Who will open their door?
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 “This is the season for 
many where our culture 
has led us to believe it is 
all about buying, shop-
ping, giving and get-
ting — and all the cute 
things about reindeers, 
elves, snow and Santa. 
Too often there is no real 
connection to where it 
all began: to Bethlehem 
in a manger, a lowly 
birth, God sent his Son, 
Emmanuel.”

— Father Edwards
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WORD & WORSHIP

Joy as we anticipate the coming of the Messiah
Matthew’s Gospel states that this hap-
pened “through the Holy Spirit,” and this 
claim is borne out in the first chapter of 
Luke’s Gospel and also professed in the 
Nicene Creed.

We’re not talking about some anony-
mous, shadowy “force” that is the stuff 
of science fiction. In fact, Scripture 
describes a divine being so intensely 
personal that Mary has been identified 
as the “spouse” of the Holy Spirit in an 
ongoing, eternal relationship. In other 
words, it is the unique union of Mary 
and the Holy Spirit that made Jesus’ 
incarnation and birth possible — not 
only as a past historical event but con-
tinually and eternally (wrap your mind 

around that one!).
When we’re not overwhelmed with 

holiday hype, we Catholics tend to think 
of Advent as simply a religious prepara-
tion for Christmas, a one-time occurrence 
until Dec. 25 rolls around again. In truth, 
Advent is an anticipatory celebration of 
the unceasing entry of Emmanuel, “God ... 
with us,” into our hearts and lives. It’s the 
Holy Spirit that accomplishes this, and 
when it occurs — if we’re awake and alert 
— it’s unforgettable.

QUESTIONS:  What is your relation-
ship with the Holy Spirit? How does 
Mary’s title, “Spouse of the Holy Spirit,” 
give you new insight about the mother of 
Jesus?

I have led pilgrimages to the Holy Land. During my first visit, a term of study, I 
spent an entire week in Bethlehem. Each day I took time-off for prayer in the 
spot of Jesus’ birth. It was a cave now tucked under a large church, the Nativity 

Basilica, on the edge of Bethlehem. The cave is about the size of an average room in a 
suburban home.

As I stood off in a corner, pilgrims came and went. Some prayed, some kissed the 
stone marking the spot of Jesus’ birth, some even cried.  That place brings out many 
emotions.

One day a couple of grade school girls, in their school uniforms — local 
Bethlehemites — sat, quietly praying. Oh, the power of that cave!

Sunday, Dec. 11, 
Third Sunday of Advent

Reading: isaiah 35:1-6a, 10
ResponsoRial psalm: psalm 146:6-10
Reading: James 5:7-10
gospel: matthew 11:2-11

Monday, Dec. 12,
Our Lady of Guadalupe

R e a d i n g:  Z e c h a R i a h  2:14 -17  o R 
Revelations 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab

ResponsoRial psalm: Judith 13:18bc, 19
gospel: luke 1:26-38 oR 1:39-47 oR 707-

712

Tuesday, Dec. 13
Reading: Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13
ResponsoRial psalm: psalm 34:2-3, 6-7, 

17-18, 19, 23
gospel: matthew 21:28-32

Wednesday, Dec. 14
Reading: isaiah 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25
ResponsoRial psalm: psalm 85:9-14
gospel: luke 7:18b-23

Thursday, Dec. 15
Reading:  isaiah 54:1-10
ResponsoRial psalm: psalm 30:2, 4-6, 

11-13
gospel:  luke 7:24-30

Friday, Dec. 16
Reading: isaiah 56:1-3a, 6-8
ResponsoRial psalm: psalm 67:2-3, 5, 7-8
gospel: John 5:33-36

Saturday, Dec. 17
Reading: genesis 49:2, 8-10
ResponsoRial psalm: psalm 72:3-4, 7-8, 17
gospel: matthew 1:1-17

Sunday, Dec. 18,
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Reading: isaiah 7:10-14
ResponsoRial psalm: psalm 24:1-6
Reading: Romans 1:1-7
gospel: matthew 1:18-24

Monday, Dec. 19
Reading: Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a

ResponsoRial psalm: psalm 71:3-4a, 5-6b, 
16-17

gospel: luke 1:5-15

Tuesday, Dec. 20
Reading: isaiah 7:10-14
ResponsoRial psalm: psalm 24:1-6
gospel: luke 1:26-38

Wednesday, Dec. 21
Reading: song of songs 2:8-14 oR 

Zephaniah 3:14-18a

ResponsoRial psalm: psalm 33:2-3, 11-12, 
20-21

gospel: luke 1:39-45

Thursday, Dec. 22
Reading: 1 samuel 1:24-28
ResponsoRial psalm: 1 samuel 2:1, 4-8
gospel: luke 1:46-56

Friday, Dec. 23
Reading: malachi 3:1-4, 23-24
ResponsoRial psalm: psalm 25:4bc-5ab, 

8-10, 14
gospel: luke 1:57-66

Saturday, Dec. 24
Reading: 2 samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16
ResponsoRial psalm: psalm 89:2-5, 27, 29
gospel: luke 1:67-79

Saturday, Dec. 24,
Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord

Reading: isaiah 62:1-5
ResponsoRial psalm: psalm 89:4-5, 16-17, 

27, 29
Reading: acts: 13:16-17, 22-25
gospel: matthew 1:1-25 oR 1:18-25

Sunday, Dec. 25, 
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 

(Night)
Reading: isaiah 9:1-6
ResponsoRial psalm: psalm 96:1-3, 11-13
Reading: titus 2:11-14
gospel: luke 2:1-14

(Dawn)
Reading: isaiah 62:11-12
ResponsoRial psalm: psalm 97:1, 6, 11-12
Reading: titus 3:4-7
gospel: luke 2:15-20

(Day)
Reading: isaiah 52:7-10
ResponsoRial psalm: 98:1-6
Reading: hebRews 1:1-6
gospel: John 1:1-18 oR 1:1-5, 9-14
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Father John Ostdiek, OFM, lives at St. Clare’s Villa in Alton.

Third Sunday of Advent, Dec. 11
Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10
Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

While I was studying for my 
degree in theology, a professor 
told us: “The secret to joy is 

waiting.” I had never considered waiting 
as criteria for joy. I had always thought 
of joy as something experienced in the 
moment at some event or in a person or 
thing. But as he expounded on this con-
cept, I was reminded of my grandmother 
and finally understood the connection 
between joy and waiting. 

There were four children in my fam-
ily for 12 years and then Matthew came 
along. I was 15 when this happened. 
Growing up, I was not blessed to live 
in the same city as my grandmother so 
anytime we got to see her was a big deal. 
When Matthew was born, we found out 
that Grandma was coming to stay with 
us for a few months to help around the 
house. The excitement and anticipation 
was overwhelming for all of us. 

You see, Grandma coming meant 
homemade bread, cookies, jam and on 
and on. I am sure my mother was excited 
for other reasons, but to a 15-year-old, 
food was pretty important. Not only did 
Grandma make homemade bread, but 
she always “accidently” made too much 
dough and would use the leftovers for 
cinnamon rolls. 

As this expectancy swirled in my mind, 
the days, hours and minutes of waiting 
for Grandma to come seemed merciless. 
But finally she arrived and oh, the joy that 
filled my heart (and stomach).

This week’s readings tell of the pre-
eminent experience of waiting and joy. 
In Isaiah we hear the prophecy about 
the good things that will occur when 
the Messiah comes. The Letter of James 
exhorts us to have patience, and the 
Gospel reveals that Jesus is the long 
awaited fulfillment of the prophecy.

The Israelites had waited centuries 
for the promised Messiah and he came. 

Now, we, the pilgrim church, await the 
second coming of Jesus. We are in the 
days between the promise and the fulfill-
ment, but even as we wait, we encounter 
moments of joy as we each experience 
small morsels of the coming of Jesus 
daily in our hearts. 

Yes, the secret to joy is waiting, but 
there is joy, too, in the anticipation.

QUESTIONS:  How have you experi-
enced joy from a time of waiting? What 
is something you currently are waiting to 
come to pass? How do you share this wait-
ing with the Lord?

  
Fourth Sunday of Advent, Dec. 18
Isaiah 7:10-14
Psalm 24:1-6
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-24

On more than one occasion, I’ve 
heard the Holy Spirit described 
as the “forgotten” member of the 

Trinity — and I can understand why. As 
a cradle Catholic, I think the only time I 
heard anyone preach or teach about the 
Holy Spirit was on Pentecost Sunday and 
at my confirmation, although in every 
Sign of the Cross the Holy Spirit is cer-
tainly mentioned. But in today’s readings, 
the Spirit of God is front and center.

Reminiscent of the Genesis account of 
creation and the Spirit “sweeping over 
the waters,” today’s responsorial psalm 
describes the earth and its fullness as 
being “founded ... upon the seas.” In the 
great tradition of the prophets of Israel, 
Isaiah prophesies in the power of the 
Spirit that a “virgin shall conceive, and 
bear a son.”  

But most striking is the role of the 
Holy Spirit in the pivotal event of human 
history: the incarnation of the Son 
of God in the womb of Mary. Twice, 

Word to Life, ref lecting on each 
week’s Scripture readings, is provided 
by Catholic News Service in cooperation 
with the North Texas Catholic of Fort 
Worth, Texas.
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Annual Christmas 
Artwork Contest

MCA + CT = Christmas Artwork Contest!
Missionary Childhood Association Annual Artwork Contest.

Each diocese will choose local winners in each grade level and submit winners to the national competition.
One local winner’s artwork will be chosen for the cover of the Dec. 25 Catholic Times (CT)!

1. All artwork must be on 81/2” x 11” paper to be permitted for competition. 
2. A completed entry form must be attached to the back of each piece of artwork.
Contact either CT or Office for the Missions, or download official entry forms from
http://www.dio.org/missions/pontifical-mission-societies.html.
3. All entries sent to Office for the Missions, 1615 W. Washington, Springfield, IL 62702. 
4. All entries competing for a chance to appear as the cover design for the Catholic Times 

Christmas edition, Dec. 25, are due by Dec. 13. CT staff will choose the winning artwork.
5. All remaining entries must be received by the Office for the Missions by Jan. 15 for local judging 
and to be sent to New York to ensure consideration for the MCA national competition. National 
winners notified in April 2017.
6. Entries will be judged on the diocesan level and local winners announced. Top three vote getters 
at each grade level (K-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8) will be sent to  National MCA office in New York for judging.

MCA contest guidelines:MCA contest guidelines:

QU senior among a select group of students
QUINCY — The Lincoln Academy of 

Illinois named Quincy University senior 
Nicholas James Nosbisch of Effingham 
as a recipient of the Lincoln Academy 
Student Laureate Award for 2016. The 
prestigious award is presented to a senior 
from each four-year college or university 
in Illinois who demonstrates excellence in 
the classroom and leadership throughout 
the campus and community.

Nosbisch, a biological science major 
and a minor in chemistry, is a Presidential 
S chola r,  a n  Honors  S chola r  a nd 
Franciscan Service Scholarship recipient 
at QU. He is an anatomy and physiology 
supplemental instructor and a cadaver 
peer teacher and currently serves as the 
vice president of the Pre-Professional 
Science Club.

Nosbisch has volunteered for QU mis-
sion trips to Chicago and New Orleans. 
He is active in both the Quincy commu-

nity and at home in Effingham where 
he is a member of St. Anthony of Padua 
Parish. He assists with Quincy Catholic 
Charities’ food pantry on a weekly basis, 
serves on the staf f for Community 
Support Systems’ summer camp for youth 
with special needs and has made numer-
ous volunteer trips to the Mission of Our 
Lady of the Angels on the west side of 
Chicago.

“Receiving the Lincoln Laureate Award 
is truly an honor,” said Nosbisch. “It is a 
direct reflection of the continuous sup-
port I receive from my professors and 
mentors. I understand that succeeding in 
college means more than just academics.”

 After graduating from QU, Nosbisch 
plans to attend medical school and then 
practice in a medically underserved pop-
ulation to help bridge the gap between 
healthcare discrepancies. He is the son of 
Mindy and Mike Nosbisch.

Photo courtesy QU Community Relations

StUDeNt LaUreate — Nicholas Nosbisch is pictured, left to right, with Quincy 
University President Robert Gervasi, Illinois First Lady Diane Rauner, Nosbisch, Gov. 
Bruce Rauner, Stephanie Pace Marshall, Lincoln Academy chancellor, and Professor 
Lee Enger, Ph.D., advisor.

Photo by Eric Cefaretti

tiMotHY retreat — 
Ninety students from 13 
parishes located all over 

the Diocese of Springfield 
in Illinois attended a Timo-
thy retreat Nov. 4-5. Becky 

Bauerle, youth minister at 
Mother of Perpetual Help 

Parish in Maryville, led the 
retreat which was held at St. 
John Neumann School, also 

in Maryville.

http://dio.org/missions/pontifical-mission-societies.html


Sister M. Cecilia Beardslee, FSGM
ALTON — Sister M. Cecilia Beardslee 

died on Nov. 27 at St. Francis Convent in 
Alton. She was 68 years old. 

She was born on Sept. 29, 1948 in 
St. Louis, the daughter of Jason C. and 
Kathryn (Kramer) Beardslee. 

S i s t er  M .  C e c i l i a  ent ere d  t he 
Congregation of the 
Sisters of St. Francis 
of the Martyr St. 
George in Alton on 
July 22, 1967. She 
began the novitiate 
on March 19, 1968 
and made her first 
profession of vows 
on March 19, 1970. 
She con secrated 

herself to the Lord forever in final profes-
sion on Aug. 15, 1975. 

After her first profession, Sister M. 
Cecilia worked at Saint Anthony’s Hospital 
in Alton, before studying at Marillac 
College in St. Louis. From 1974 through 
1997, she performed housekeeping, refec-
tory and sacristy services in St. Francis 
Convent, Alton; Mother of Good Counsel 
Home, St. Louis; and St. Joseph Convent in 
Lincoln, Neb. From 1997 to 1998 she per-
formed social services and nursing assis-
tance in the Marian Heights Apartments 
in Alton, before returning to Lincoln to 
serve in housekeeping at the Bonacum 
House for retired priests. 

From 2001 to 2002 she served as sacris-
tan at St. Francis Convent in Alton, and 
then returned to Mother of Good Counsel 
Home, where she helped in the sisters’ din-
ing room, the sacristy and in the activities 
department for the residents. During this 
time she received treatment for lymphoma 
and achieved a temporary remission of 
the disease. However, in 2016 the disease 
recurred and treatment was no longer 
effective. Due to serious deterioration in 
her health, she was admitted to the sister’s 
infirmary in Alton on Aug. 31.

Sister M. Cecilia was preceded in 
death by her mother, stepmother and one 
brother. 

She is survived by her religious com-

munity, her father and her nine siblings. 
A visitation and wake service were held 

on Nov. 29 and a Mass of Christian Burial 
was held on Nov. 30, all at St. Francis 
Convent. Burial followed at St. Joseph’s 
Cemetery in Alton.

Memorials may be made to the Sisters 
of St. Francis of the Martyr St. George.

Staten-Fine Funeral Home in Alton was 
in charge of arrangements.  

Sister Jean Michael
Constantine, OP

Springfield Dominican Sister Jean 
Michael Constantine died on Nov. 29 at 
Sacred Heart Convent.

She was born in Chicago, in 1925, to 
Michael and Loretta Murray Constantine 
and named Mary Ellen. She made her 
profession of vows in 1948 at Sacred 
Heart Convent, Springfield.

Sister Jean Michael taught for 36 
years, mostly middle school and junior 
high students in Springfield, Carlinville, 

M o r r i s o n v i l l e , 
C h i c a g o  a n d 
Elgin, and at St. 
Augustine Parish, 
Richmond, Mich., 
where she taught 
primary grades and 
high school biol-
og y. Af ter ret ir-
ing from the class-
room in 1984, she 

served her Dominican sisters, overseeing 
the maintenance crew at Sacred Heart 
Convent and driving sisters to appoint-
ments throughout Springfield. From 1993 
to 2001 she returned to Chicago as pasto-
ral minister at Our Lady of Grace Parish.

Sister Jean Michael was preceded in 
death by her parents and her brother 
Louis. She is survived by three nieces 
and three nephews, her sister-in-law, and 
many great-nieces and great-nephews.

A welcome gathering for Sister Jean 
Michael was held on Dec. 1 at Sacred 
Heart Convent.

Prayers for the dead were on Dec. 2, 
followed by the Mass of Christian Burial 
at Sacred Heart Convent Chapel with 

Father Brian Alford, celebrant. Burial was 
at Calvary Cemetery.

Donat ions may be made to the 
Dominican Sisters Retirement Fund, 1237 
W. Monroe St., Springfield, IL 62704.

The Dominican Sisters and fam-
ily of Sister Jean Michael were served by 
Kirlin-Egan & Butler Funeral Home in 
Springfield. 

Sister Patricia Seelbach, OP
Springfield Dominican Sister Patricia 

Seelbach died on Nov. 28 at Sacred Heart 
Convent.

She was born in Raymond in 1934, one 
of 16 children born to George and Marie 
F. Todt Seelbach. She made her profession 
of vows in 1956 at Sacred Heart Convent, 
Springfield.

Sister Patricia served her God and 
her community with love as a teacher, a 
baker, and a seamstress. She is survived 
by her brother Richard (Sharon) Seelbach 
of Chatham; her sisters-in-law, Alice of 
Springfield and Marilyn of Waggoner; and 
many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents; her sisters, Marcella Holderread, 
Betty Kincaid, Georgia Hobson, Nancy 
Lundin; Marilyn, Margaret, and Mary 
in infancy; and her brothers, George 
Francis, Fabian, Joseph, John, Raymond 
and Robert.

A welcome gather ing for Si ster 
Patricia was held on Nov. 30 at Sacred 
Heart Convent in Springfield. Prayers 
for the dead were on Dec. 1, followed by 
the Mass of Christian Burial at Sacred 
Heart Convent Chapel with Father Clint 
Honkomp, OP, as celebrant. Burial was at 
Calvary Cemetery.

Donat ions may be made to the 
Dominican Sisters Retirement Fund, 1237 
W. Monroe St., Springfield, IL 62704.

The Dominican Sisters and family of 
Sister Patricia were served by Kirlin-Egan 
& Butler Funeral Home in Springfield. 

Sister Clara Ternes, ASC
RUMA — Sister Clara Ternes, ASC, 

a former hospital executive who taught 
medical ethics, died Nov. 27 at the Ruma 
Center. She was 88 years old and had 
been an Adorer of the Blood of Christ for 
72 years.

Born April 28, 1928, in Wichita, Kan., 
she  w a s  one  of 
seven children of 
Martin and Clara 
(Girrens) Ternes. 
She made her first 
profession on July 1, 
1944 and her final 
vows on July 1, 1949.

S i s t e r  C l a r a 
earned her degree 
in nu rsing f rom 

St. John’s Hospital School of Nursing, 
Springfield, in 1949 and certification as 
a registered nurse anesthetist from St. 
Francis Hospital, Peoria, in 1952. She 
earned a bachelor’s in theology with an 

emphasis on medical ethics from Saint 
Louis University in 1974, and her master’s 
in theology from Catholic Theological 
Union, Chicago, in 1976. Her thesis 
became the textbook, Medicine, Morals 
and the Nurse.

She did pastoral care for nine years 
at St. Elizabeth Hospital, Belleville; St. 
Clement (now Red Bud Regional) Hospital 
and Maria Care Nursing Home, both in 
Red Bud; and Clementine Hall in Ruma.

She worked seven years as a nurse at 
St. Vincent (now Taylorville Memorial) 
Hospital in Taylorville, and as a nurse 
anesthetist for 14 years at St. Vincent 
and at St. Joseph Memorial Hospital in 
Murphysboro.

She did a fellowship in medical ethics 
at the Institute of Religion, Texas Medical 
Center in Houston, in 1976-1977, and later 
taught nursing ethics at the Institute for 
several years, giving talks, creating and 
teaching courses and publishing articles 
in medical magazines. She also taught at 
Texas Woman’s University in Houston.

While working full time, she also vol-
unteered 3,500 hours of service in reli-
gious ministry and patient activities at 
the Houston Veterans Administration 
Medical Center, which honored her for 
her service.

She directed ASC Health Ministries 
while earning certification at SLU’s hos-
pital executive development program. She 
also served on boards and committees, 
sometimes as chair.

Sister Clara’s last ministry was as vice 
president of mission, values and ethics 
for nearly two decades for the Southern 
Illinois Health System in Carbondale. She 
believed that nurses had a moral respon-
sibility to assert themselves in ethical 
dilemmas. Since nurses care for patients 
24 hours a day, “they are able to ascertain 
what the patient’s desires are and should 
play a role in making the final decision, 
along with the doctor, patient, family and 
chaplain,” she said. The medical ethics 
courses she presented were designed “to 
give nurses a framework with which they 
can make ethical decisions.”

Sister Clara retired to the Ruma Center 
in 2013.

She is survived by nieces, nephews and 
members of the ASC community.

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents; her sisters Helen (Myron) Wiltfong, 
C la ra (Thoma s)  Ost ra nder,  Ma r y 
Goodrum and Juanita (Richard) Hattrup; 
and brothers John (Judy) Ternes and 
Martin (Tharan) Ternes.

A visitation and prayer service for Sister 
Clara was held Nov. 30, and the funeral 
Mass was on Dec. 1, all in the Ruma 
Center chapel.

Memorials in her honor may be made 
online at www.adorers.org, or sent to U.S. 
Region Mission Center, 4233 Sulphur 
Ave., St. Louis, MO, 63109.         

DIOCESAN LIFE

Sister Mary Cecilia

Sister Clara

Sister Jean Michael
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OBITuArIES

To advertise in this popular issue,
Contact Paula Ruot, Catholic Times Ad Manager

(217) 698-8500 Ext. 106 • Fax (217) 698-0619
E-Mail pruot@dio.org

1615 W. Washington, Springfield, IL 62702-4757

Catholic Schools Week
Jan. 27-Feb. 4, 2017

Ad deAdline 
JAn. 11, 2017

Catholic Schools Week

Join Catholic Times, 
the newspaper of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois,

in celebrating
the Catholic School experience during 

http://www.adorers.org
mailto:pruot%40dio.org?subject=
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OVERCOME PORNOGRAPHY
and other unhealthy sexual behaviors
with this scientific, Catholic program. 

N a t i o N a l  S h r i N e

o f  o u r  l a d y
o f  t h e  S N o w S

Nov. 18 - Dec. 31
 5 – 9 p.m.

WayofLights.org

Special thanks to our
2016 SPONSORS

FREE ADMISSION 
Belleville, IL      

618-397-6700

• Lego® Display & Maze
• Outdoor Light Display
• Camel & Pony Rides
• S’mores Fire Pits
• Delicious Evening Buffet

Cathlic TImes WofL Ad.indd   1 10/31/16   11:42 AM

Contact Kyle Holtgrave at (217) 698-8500 x. 154   ~  kholtgrave@dio.org 

http://www.dio.org/youthministry/mfl 

Photo by Father Steve Arisman

BisHoP VisiTs HolY faMilY
PaRisH — Bishop  Thomas John 

Paprocki met with school and 
parish leaders during his Nov. 29 

pastoral visit to Holy Family Parish 
in Granite City. While there he 

held discussion and dialogue ses-
sions with the parish staff, pastoral 

council, finance council and parish 
school board. Bishop Paprocki 
used his second pastoral letter 

Ars crescendi in Dei gratia as the 
framework of the open discussions. 

Catholic 
Times

wishes all 
a blessed 
Advent

and 
Christmas  

Season.

http://www.dio.org/youthministry/mfl
mailto:kholtgrave%40dio.org?subject=
http://www.reclaimsexualhealth.com
http://www.wayoflights.org
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SPRINGFIELD
Cathedral of the 

Immaculate Conception
Christmas Eve, 4, 7 p.m.; Midnight; 
Christmas Day, 9 a.m. 

Blessed Sacrament Parish 
Christmas Eve, 4:30 and 8 p.m.; 
Midnight; Christmas Day, 7, 8:30 and 
10:30 a.m.

Christ the King Parish 
Christmas Eve, 4, 6:30 and 11 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 9:30 a.m. 
Church of the Little Flower Parish 

Christmas Eve, 4:30 and 10 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 9 a.m. 

St. Agnes Parish
Christmas Eve, 5 and 10 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 10 a.m.

St. Aloysius Parish
Christmas Eve, 4:30 p.m.; Midnight; 
Christmas Day, 8 and 10:30  a.m.

St. Frances Cabrini Parish
Christmas Eve, 4 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 9:30 a.m.

St. Joseph Parish
Christmas Eve, 4:30 and 9 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

St. Katharine Drexel Parish, 
St. Patrick Church

Christmas Day, 8:30 a.m. (Latin)
St. Katharine Drexel Parish, Sacred 

Heart Church
Christmas Eve, 4 p.m.; Midnight 
(Latin); Christmas Day, 7, 9 (Latin), 
10:15 and 11:30 a.m. (Spanish)

ALEXANDER
Visitation of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
Christmas Day, 8 a.m.

ALTAMONT
St. Clare Parish

Christmas Eve, 10 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 10 a.m.

ALTON 
St. Mary 

(Immaculate Conception) Parish
Christmas Eve, 4 and 6 p.m.; 
Midnight; Christmas Day, 6:30, 8, 
9:30 and 11 a.m.

Ss. Peter and Paul Parish
Christmas Eve, 4 p.m.; Midnight; 
Christmas Day, 8 and 10 a.m.

ARCOLA
St. John the Baptist Parish 

Christmas Eve, 7:30 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 9:30 a.m.

ARENZVILLE
St. Fidelis Parish

Christmas Day, 8 a.m.
ASHLAND 

St. Augustine Parish
Christmas Eve, 5 p.m.

ASSUMPTION
Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
Christmas Eve, 7 p.m.

ATHENS
Holy Family Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 p.m.
AUBURN

Holy Cross Parish, 
St. Benedict Church

Christmas Eve, 4 p.m. (with overflow 
in the parish center)

BEARDSTOWN
St. Alexius Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 p.m. (English/
French), 5:30 p.m. (Spanish)

BENLD
St. Joseph Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 p.m.
BETHALTO

Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish
Christmas Eve, 4:30 and 9 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 9 a.m.

BETHANY
St. Isidore Parish

Christmas Eve, 10 p.m.
BRIGHTON

St. Alphonsus Parish
Christmas Eve, 7 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 9 a.m.

BRUSSELS
Blessed Trinity Parish, 

St. Mary Church
Christmas Eve, 6 p.m.

Blessed Trinity Parish
St. Barbara, Batchtown

Christmas Day, 8 a.m.
St. Joseph, Meppen

Midnight

CAMP POINT
St. Thomas Parish

Christmas Eve, 6 p.m.

CARLINVILLE
Ss. Mary and Joseph Parish 

Christmas Eve, 5:30 and 10 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 9 a.m. 

CARROLLTON
St. John the Evangelist Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 p.m.

CASEY
St. Charles Borromeo Parish

Christmas Day, 9:30 a.m.

CHARLESTON
St. Charles Borromeo Parish

Christmas Eve, 5 p.m.; Midnight; 
Christmas Day, 8:30 a.m.

St. Philip’s at the 
Newman Center, EIU

Christmas Eve, 8 p.m.

CHATHAM
St. Joseph the Worker Parish

Christmas Eve, 4:30 and 10 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 9 a.m.

COLLINSVILLE
Ss. Peter and Paul Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 and 7 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 8 and 10:30 a.m.

DECATUR
Holy Family Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 and 9 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 9 a.m.

Our Lady of the Lourdes Parish
Christmas Eve, 4 and 9 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 7:30,   9:30 and 11:30 
a.m. (Spanish)

Ss. James and Patrick Parish, 
St. James Church

Christmas Eve, 4 p.m.; Midnight 
(lessons and carols at 11:30 p.m.)

Ss. James and Patrick Parish
St. Patrick Church

Christmas Eve, 5:30 and 10 p.m.  
(lessons and carols at 9 p.m. 
Christmas Day, 10 a.m.

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish
Christmas Eve, 4 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 10 a.m.

DIETERICH
St. Isidore the Farmer Parish, 

St. Aloysius Church, Bishop Creek
Christmas Eve, 4:30 and 9:30 p.m.

St. Joseph Church, Island Grove
Christmas Eve, 7 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 10 a.m.

EDGEWOOD
St. Anne Parish

Christmas Day, 8 a.m.
EDWARDSVILLE

St. Boniface Parish
Christmas Eve, 4:15, 7:15 (Spanish) and 
10:15 p.m.; Christmas Day, 8:15 a.m.

St. Mary Parish
Christmas Eve, 4 and 6 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 8 and 10:30 a.m.

SIU E – Newman Center
No Schedule Received

EFFINGHAM
Sacred Heart Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 and 7:30 p.m. 
(incense free); Midnight; Christmas 
Day, 9:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Spanish)

St. Anthony of Padua Parish
Christmas Eve, 4:30 and 7 p.m.; 
Midnight; Christmas Day, 8 and 10 
a.m. (incense free)

FARMERSVILLE
St. Mary Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 p.m.
FIELDON

St. Mary Parish
Christmas Eve, 7 p.m. 

FRANKLIN
Sacred Heart Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 p.m.
GILLESPIE

Ss. Simon and Jude Parish
Christmas Eve, 4 and 10 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 10:30 a.m.

GIRARD
St. Patrick Church

Christmas Day, 9 a.m.
GLEN CARBON

St. Cecilia Parish
Christmas Eve, 4 and 
11 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 10 a.m.

GODFREY
St. Ambrose Parish

Christmas Eve, 4:30 and 
10 p.m.; Christmas Day, 
10:30 a.m.

GRAFTON
St. Patrick Parish

Christmas Eve, 6:30 
p.m.; Christmas Day, 
8 a.m.

GRANITE CITY
Holy Family Parish

Christmas Eve, 9 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 10:30 a.m.

St. Elizabeth Parish
Christmas Eve, 4 and 11 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 9 a.m.

GRANTFORK
St. Gertrude Parish

Christmas Eve, 7 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 8 a.m. 

GREEN CREEK
St. Mary Help of Christians Parish
Christmas Day, 8 a.m.

GREENFIELD
St. Michael Parish

Christmas Day, 8 a.m.

GREENUP
Christ the King Parish

Christmas Eve, 4:30 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 11 a.m.

GREENVILLE
St. Lawrence Parish

Christmas Eve, 5:30 p.m.; Midnight; 
Christmas Day, 8 and 10 a.m.

HARDIN
St. Francis of Assisi Parish,

 St. Norbert, Hardin
Christmas Day, 9:30 a.m.

St. Anselm, Kampsville
Christmas Eve, 4 p.m.

St. Michael, Michael
Christmas Day, 11 a.m.

HIGHLAND
St. Paul Parish 

Christmas Eve, 4, 6 and 11 p.m.; 
Christmas 9 a.m.

HILLSBORO
St. Agnes Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 and 10 p.m.

HUME
St. Michael Parish

Christmas Day, 8 a.m.

ILLIOPOLIS
Resurrection Parish

Christmas Eve, 6:30 p.m.

JACKSONVILLE
Our Saviour  Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 and 6 p.m.; 
Midnight; Christmas Day, 9 a.m.

JERSEYVILLE
Holy Ghost Parish

Christmas Eve, 4, 5:30 and 9 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 8 and 10 a.m.

St. Francis Xavier Parish
Christmas Eve, 4:30 p.m. (carols, 4 
p.m.); Christmas Day, 10:15 a.m.

KINCAID
St. Rita Parish

Christmas Day, 9 a.m.

LIBERTY
St. Brigid Parish

Christmas Eve, 7 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 8 a.m.

DON’T FORGET THE REASON 
FOR THE SEASON.

http://www.osheabuilders.com/
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For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 

not perish but have eternal life. 
John 3:16

All parish sites, dates and times reported as of Dec. 6.

GRANITE CITY
Holy Family Parish

Christmas Eve, 9 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 10:30 a.m.

St. Elizabeth Parish
Christmas Eve, 4 and 11 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 9 a.m.

GRANTFORK
St. Gertrude Parish

Christmas Eve, 7 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 8 a.m. 

GREEN CREEK
St. Mary Help of Christians Parish
Christmas Day, 8 a.m.

GREENFIELD
St. Michael Parish

Christmas Day, 8 a.m.

GREENUP
Christ the King Parish

Christmas Eve, 4:30 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 11 a.m.

GREENVILLE
St. Lawrence Parish

Christmas Eve, 5:30 p.m.; Midnight; 
Christmas Day, 8 and 10 a.m.

HARDIN
St. Francis of Assisi Parish,

 St. Norbert, Hardin
Christmas Day, 9:30 a.m.

St. Anselm, Kampsville
Christmas Eve, 4 p.m.

St. Michael, Michael
Christmas Day, 11 a.m.

HIGHLAND
St. Paul Parish 

Christmas Eve, 4, 6 and 11 p.m.; 
Christmas 9 a.m.

HILLSBORO
St. Agnes Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 and 10 p.m.

HUME
St. Michael Parish

Christmas Day, 8 a.m.

ILLIOPOLIS
Resurrection Parish

Christmas Eve, 6:30 p.m.

JACKSONVILLE
Our Saviour  Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 and 6 p.m.; 
Midnight; Christmas Day, 9 a.m.

JERSEYVILLE
Holy Ghost Parish

Christmas Eve, 4, 5:30 and 9 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 8 and 10 a.m.

St. Francis Xavier Parish
Christmas Eve, 4:30 p.m. (carols, 4 
p.m.); Christmas Day, 10:15 a.m.

KINCAID
St. Rita Parish

Christmas Day, 9 a.m.

LIBERTY
St. Brigid Parish

Christmas Eve, 7 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 8 a.m.

LILLYVILLE
Sacred Heart Parish

Christmas Eve, 7 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 8:30 a.m.

LITCHFIELD
Holy Family Parish

Christmas Eve, 6 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 9 a.m.

LIVINGSTON
Sacred Heart Parish

Christmas Eve, 5:30 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 9:15 a.m.

MADISON
St. Mary and St. Mark, 

St. Mary Church, Madison
Christmas Eve, 4 p.m.

MARINE
St. Elizabeth Parish

Christmas Day, 9:30 a.m.
MARSHALL

St. Mary Church
Christmas Eve, 10 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 8 a.m.

MARYVILLE
Mother of Perpetual Help Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 and 7 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 9 a.m.

MATTOON
Immaculate Conception Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 and 8 p.m.; 
Midnight; Christmas Day, 8 a.m.

MEDORA
St. John the Evangelist Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 p.m.
MENDON

St. Edward Parish
Christmas Eve, 4:30 p.m.; Midnight 

MONTROSE
St. Rose of Lima Parish

Christmas Eve, 5:30 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 9 a.m.

MORRISONVILLE
St. Maurice Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 p.m.
MOWEAQUA

St. Francis DeSales Parish
Christmas Eve, 5 p.m.

MT. OLIVE
St. Pope John Paul II Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 p.m.; Midnight; 
Christmas Day, 9:30 a.m.

MT. STERLING
Holy Family Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 and 9 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 9 a.m.

MT. ZION
Our Lady of the Holy Spirit 

Parish
Christmas Eve, 4 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 9 a.m.

NEOGA
St. Mary of the Assumption 

Parish
Christmas Eve, 5:30 p.m.

NEW BERLIN
St. Mary Parish

Christmas Eve, 6:30 p.m.
NEWTON

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish
Christmas Eve, 4 and 11 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 9 a.m.

NOKOMIS
St. Louis Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 and 11 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 9:30 a.m.

NORTH ARM
St. Aloysius Parish

Christmas Eve, 6 p.m.
OBLONG

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
Christmas Eve, 7 p.m.

OCONEE
Sacred Heart Parish

Christmas Day, 7:30 a.m.
PANA

St. Patrick Parish
Christmas Eve, 4 and 11 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 9 a.m.

PARIS
St. Mary Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 and 11 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 8:30 a.m.

PETERSBURG
St. Peter Parish

Christmas Eve, 9 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 9 a.m.

PIERRON
Immaculate Conception Parish

Christmas Eve, 4:30 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 9:30 a.m.

PITTSFIELD
St. Mary Parish

Christmas Eve, 8 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 8:30 a.m.

POCAHONTAS
St. Nicholas Parish

Midnight 
QUINCY

Blessed Sacrament Parish
Christmas Eve, 4 and 7 p.m.; 
Midnight; Christmas Day, 9 a.m.

St. Anthony of Padua Parish
Christmas Eve, 4 and 6:30 p.m.; 
Midnight; Christmas Day, 8 and 
10:30 a.m.

St. Francis Solanus Parish
Christmas Eve, 4, 6, 8 and 10 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 8 and 10 a.m.

St. Joseph Parish
Christmas Eve, 4:30 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 8 a.m.

St. Peter Parish
Christmas Eve, 4, 6 and 8 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 8, 9:30 and 11 a.m.

St. Rose of Lima Parish
Christmas Eve: 11:15 p.m. (Christmas 
caroling); Midnight; Christmas Day, 8 
a.m. (Low Mass) and 10:30 a.m. (High 
Mass)

RAMSEY
St. Joseph Parish

Christmas Eve, 8 p.m.
RAYMOND

St. Raymond Parish
Christmas Eve, 6 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 9 a.m.

RIVERTON
St. James Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 p.m. (choir/carols at 
3:30 p.m.); Christmas Day, 8:30 a.m.

ROBINSON
St. Elizabeth Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 and 9 p.m.; 

ROCHESTER
St. Jude Parish

Christmas Eve, 4:30 and 10 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 9:00 a.m.

SHELBYVILLE
Immaculate Conception Parish

Christmas Eve, 10 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 10 a.m.

SHERMAN
St. John Vianney Parish

Christmas Eve, 4:30 p.m. (carols 
begin at 4 p.m.); Midnight; Christmas 
Day, 9 a.m.

SHUMWAY
Church of the Annunciation

Christmas Eve, 5:30 p.m.; Midnight 
(Latin); Christmas Day, 8:30 a.m.

SIGEL
St. Michael the Archangel Church

Christmas Eve, 4 p.m.; Midnight; 
Christmas Day, 10 a.m.

ST. ELMO
St. Mary Church

Christmas Eve, 5:30 p.m.

ST. JACOB
St. James Parish

Christmas Eve, 7:30 p.m.
STAUNTON

St. Michael the Archangel Parish
Christmas Eve, 4 and 9 p.m.; 
Christmas Day,  8 and 10:30 a.m.

STE. MARIE
St. Mary of the Assumption Parish
Christmas Eve, 4 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 9 a.m.

STONINGTON
Holy Trinity Parish

Christmas Eve, 6 p.m.

SULLIVAN
St. Columcille Church

Christmas Eve, 7:30 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 10 a.m.

TAYLORVILLE
St. Mary Parish

Christmas Eve, 4:30 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 10 a.m.

TEUTOPOLIS
St. Francis of Assisi Parish

Christmas Eve, 4, 6 and 10:30 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 9 a.m.

TROY
St. Jerome Parish

Christmas Eve, 5 and 10 p.m.; 
Christmas Day, 8:30 am.

TUSCOLA
Forty Martyrs Parish

Christmas Eve, 5:30 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 8 a.m.

VANDALIA
Mother of Dolors Parish

Christmas Eve, 4 p.m.; Midnight; 
Christmas Day, 9 a.m. 

VILLA GROVE
Sacred Heart Parish

Christmas Eve, 4:30 p.m. (program to 
begin at 4 p.m.); Christmas Day, 10 a.m.

VIRDEN
Sacred Heart Parish

Christmas Eve, 6 p.m.

VIRGINIA
St. Luke Parish

Christmas Eve, 7:30 p.m.

WAVERLY
St. Sebastian Parish

Christmas Eve, 9:45 a.m.

WHITE HALL
All Saints Parish

Christmas Eve, 10 p.m.

WINCHESTER
St. Mark Parish

Christmas Eve, 5 p.m.; Christmas 
Day, 10:30 a.m.

WOOD RIVER
Holy Angels Parish

Christmas Eve, 4:30 p.m. (rosary, 
4 p.m.); Christmas Day, 8 a.m. 
(rosary, 7:30 a.m.) and 10:30 a.m. 
(rosary, 10 a.m.)
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THIS IS THE SEASON OF WONDER.

THIS IS PRESENCE.

Sponsored by  

Presence Health Ministries

From the entire Presence Health family to yours, we wish you peace, joy

and good health during this sacred holiday season. As we celebrate the

birth of Christ, let his spirit ll and guide you into the new year and beyond.

PresenceHealth.org

http://www.presencehealth.org
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                                  Now available at these local busiNesses:

St. Joseph’s Home of Springfield presents the

24th Annual 2016 Official City Ornament

St. Joseph’s Home 
www.saintjosephshome.org

Bank of Springfield 
Heartland Credit Union 

Pease’s Candy Shops 
Vono Medical Supplies

Wild Birds Unlimited
Old Capitol Goods
Pleasant Nursery

St. John’s Hospital Gift Shop
The Merchant House

$25 most locations

For information, 
call (217) 529-5596

Proceeds benefit
St. Joseph’s Home

Celebrating the 

Lincoln Depot and 
Lincoln’s Farewell 

Address to Springfield
An excerpt from 

Lincoln’s Farewell 
Address appears 

on the back.

Name  _______________________________________________
Address  _____________________________________________
City ____________________State _______ Zip Code  _________

St. Patrick’s Church 
Sacred Heart School ~ Pana
2017 Daily Calendar Drawing

Win $25 to $500! 
$12,625 in total Prizes

Enter Daily Drawing for only $25
365 Daily Drawings throughout the entire year of 2017.

Winners’ names returned to drawing.
Get your Daily Drawing Certificate today

from any St. Patrick’s parishioner or mail coupon to:
St. Patrick’s Church • P.O. Box 440 • Pana, IL 62557

BISHOP
Continued from page 2
prepare for Christmas. It is a good time 
to make sure that God is at the center of 
our lives.

For many people, preparing for 
Christmas unfortunately starts on “Black 
Friday” with feverish shopping for sales 
amidst the tumultuous crowds of the 
shopping malls. May I suggest that our 
Christian faith offers a saner and more 
wholesome path: our Advent preparation 
for Christmas should not be so focused 
on shopping and buying gifts, but on 
building relationships. If giving someone 
a gift helps to build a relationship with 
someone, fine; but giving a gift in and of 
itself does not build a relationship: some-
thing more is needed, something more 
personal, something more relational, 
something more emotional and, I might 
venture to say, something more spiritual 
and even sacrificial.

The original “Santa Claus,” after all, was 
St. Nicholas, who was not a harried shop-
per for presents to deliver on his sleigh, 
but a bishop whose generous and anony-
mous gifts to the poor became the para-
digm for Christmas gift-giving. So besides 
shopping for Christmas presents, follow-
ing the example of St. Nicholas suggests 
that we also make gifts to charities that 
help the poor.

In terms of building relationships, 
Advent is a journey that should bring us 
closer to God and to each other. One of 
the best ways to do that is through the 
sacrament of penance. By confessing our 
sins and receiving absolution from a priest, 
we are reconciled to God and to the com-

munity of faith. Just before Christmas in 
1980, St. John Paul II was with over 2,000 
children in a Roman parish. He began 
his catechesis with this dialogue: “How 
are you preparing for Christmas?” The 
children shouted back, “By praying!” The 
pope responded, “Very good, by praying, 
but also by going to confession. You must 
go to confession so that you can go to 
Communion later. Will you do that?” In an 
even louder voice, those thousands of chil-
dren shouted their reply, “We will.” John 
Paul II responded, “Yes, you ought to go.” 
Then, lowering his voice, he whispered, 
“The pope will also go to confession so as 
to receive the Child Jesus worthily.”

In more recent times, we also see our 
current Holy Father, Pope Francis, going to 
confession. If you have not already done so, 
I encourage you to go to confession some-
time between now and Christmas, with an 
ever greater love and deeper contrition.

As an Advent people, we are people of 
hope and expectation. We live in hope and 
expectation of our Lord’s second com-
ing. We also live in the hope of improved 
relationships with other people and the 
expectation that our relationships can 
indeed be improved to become more car-
ing and more loving. We should never give 
up on anyone, but always have hope that 
God’s grace can touch the hearts of those 
who hunger for his nourishment, which he 
gives us now in the gift of this Eucharist.

May God give us this grace. Amen.

http://www.saintjosephshome.org
http://www.catholicwomenforchrist.org
http://www.subiacoacademy.us
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http://www.sheff.org/
http://www.saksafuneralhomes.com/
http://www.littleflowergiftsandbooks.com/index.html
http://fryewilliamson.com/
http://www.stjohnscarrollton.org/
http://www.illinoisknights.org/mary/
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A Community of Caring

HSHS St. Mary’s Hospital
Decatur

HSHS St. Francis Hospital
Litchfield

OSF Saint Anthony’s Health Center
Alton

HSHS St. Anthony’s Memorial Hospital
Effingham

OSF Saint Clare’s Hospital
Alton

HSHS St. John’s Hospital
Springfield

This week’s focus on
HSHS St. Anthony’s
Memorial Hospital

Effingham
OBSTETRICIANS

hshshospice.org
HSHS
Hospice
Southern Illinois

SPIRITUAL STRENGTH. 
COMPASSIONATE CARE.
TRUST HSHS HOSPICE TO HELP PATIENTS AND FAMILIES  
NAVIGATE LIFE-ENDING ILLNESS.

HSHS Hospice Southern Illinois is always here to provide supportive, compassionate  
care, bringing peace and dignity to patients facing a terminal illness, helping them  
to remain home as long as possible. We also offer palliative care, empowering those  
with a prognosis of six months or more with the necessary information to make  
important decisions now and in the future. To discuss your options, call 800-551-6566.

http://www.hshshospice.org
http://www.hshshospice.org
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Church Personnel – Within the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois Church personnel includes 
all priests and deacons incardinated in the Diocese and in good standing; other priests 

and deacons who have the faculties of the Diocese, all religious (members of institutes of 
consecrated life and societies of apostolic life, lay persons employed full-time or part-time in 
the parishes, schools, agencies and other institutions in the Diocese and all religious and lay 

persons 18 years of age and older serving in any volunteer capacity in the parishes, schools, 
agencies and other institutions of the diocese of Springfield in Illinois to include volunteers 

in ministries of the liturgy (i.e., Eucharistic/Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, 
Lectors, Ushers, Greeters/Hospitality, Choir members, musicians and equipment technicians), 

volunteering in the parishes schools agencies, and other institutions of the Diocese of 
Springfield in Illinois.  

Please call the contact number of 
the training site to register your 

attendance. The training sessions are 
typically 2 ½ to 3 hours. Compliance 

with the training requirement requires 
a participant be present for the entire 
session. There is no fee for attending 
the training session. Because of the 
sensitive nature of the training topic 
children under the age of 18 should 

not be in attendance. 

Protecting God’s Children for Adults® is a child sexual abuse prevention program offered by the diocese to instruct
Church personnel on the prevention of child sexual abuse and the steps to creating a safe environment for the 

protection of children and young people. All Church personnel are required to attend a Protecting God’s Children for 
Adults training session. A description of Church personnel follows this schedule.

Diocese of Springfield in Illinois ~ Office for Safe Environment

Protecting God’s Children for Adults®

May God bless you and yours.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Date Weekday Time Training Site
Jan. 5,
2017

Thursday
6:30-

9:30 p.m.
Highland, 1412 9th St., St. Paul Parish Ctr.

Church Office, (618) 654-2339
Jan. 7,
2017

Saturday
10 a.m.-
1 p.m.

Chatham, 700 E. Spruce, St. Joseph the Worker Parish
Church Office, (217) 483-3772

Jan. 18,
2017

Wednesday
6:30-

9:30 p.m.
Quincy, 1721 College Ave., St. Francis Solanus Parish Ctr. 

Church Office, (217) 222-2898
Feb. 2,
2017

Thursday
6:30-

9:30 p.m.
Highland, 1412 9th St., St. Paul Parish Ctr.

Church Office, (618) 654-2339

Feb. 6,
2017

Monday
6:30-

9:30 p.m.
Dieterich, 19812 E. 1000th, St. Isidore the Farmer,

St. Aloysius Hall (Bishop Creek) Church Office, (217) 925-5788
Feb. 8,
2017

Wednesday
6:30-

9:30 p.m.
Alton, 801 State St., Ss. Peter and Paul School, Sloan Rm.

School Office, (618) 465-8711
Feb. 8,
2017

Wednesday
6:30-

9:30 p.m.
Chatham, 700 E. Spruce, St. Joseph the Worker Parish

Church Office, (217) 483-3772

Feb. 15,
2017

Wednesday
6:30-

9:30 p.m.
Quincy, 1721 College Ave., St. Francis Solanus Parish Ctr. 

Church Office, (217) 222-2898
March 2,

2017
Thursday

6:30-
9:30 p.m.

Highland, 1412 9th St., St. Paul Parish Ctr., Rm. 202
Church Office, (618) 654-2339

March 6,
2017

Monday
6:30-

9:30 p.m.
Springfield, 800 Stevenson Dr., Little Flower Parish

Church Office, (217) 529-1606
March 21, 

2017
Tuesday

6:30-
9:30 p.m.

Alton, 1015 Milton Rd., St. Mary Parish Ctr.
Church Office, (618) 465-4284

Date Weekday Time Training Site

March 27,
2017

Monday
6:30-

9:30 p.m.
Teutopolis, 203 E. Main, St. Francis of Assisi Church

St. Clare Hall, Church Office, (217) 857-6404
April 6,
2017

Thursday
6:30-

9:30 p.m.
Highland, 1412 9th St., St. Paul Parish Ctr., Rm. 202

Church Office, (618) 654-2339
April 12,

2017
Wednesday

6:30-
9:30 p.m.

Chatham, 700 E. Spruce, St. Joseph the Worker Parish
Church Office, (217) 483-3772

April 19,
2017

Wednesday
6:30-

9:30 p.m.
Quincy, 1721 College Ave., St. Francis Solanus Parish Ctr. 

Church Office, (217) 222-2898
May 4,
2017

Thursday
6:30-

9:30 p.m.
Highland, 1412 9th St., St. Paul Parish Ctr., Rm. 202

Church Office, (618) 654-2339
May 10,

2017
Wednesday

6:30-
9:30 p.m.

Springfield, 800 Stevenson Dr., Little Flower Parish
Church Office, (217) 529-1606

June 1,
2017

Thursday
6:30-

9:30 p.m.
Highland, 1412 9th St., St. Paul Parish Ctr., Rm. 202

Church Office, (618) 654-2339
July 6,
2017

Thursday
6:30-

9:30 p.m.
Highland, 1412 9th St., St. Paul Parish Ctr., Rm. 202

Church Office, (618) 654-2339
Aug. 3,
2017

Thursday
6:30-

9:30 p.m.
Highland, 1412 9th St., St. Paul Parish Ctr., Rm. 202

Church Office, (618) 654-2339
Sept. 7,
2017

Thursday
6:30-

9:30 p.m.
Highland, 1412 9th St., St. Paul Parish Ctr., Rm. 202

Church Office, (618) 654-2339
Oct. 5,
2017

Thursday
6:30-

9:30 p.m.
Highland, 1412 9th St., St. Paul Parish Ctr., Rm. 202

Church Office, (618) 654-2339
Nov. 2,
2017

Thursday
6:30-

9:30 p.m.
Highland, 1412 9th St., St. Paul Parish Ctr., Rm. 202

Church Office, (618) 654-2339



Saturday, Dec. 10
SHERMAN — St. John Vianney Women’s 

Society 17th Annual Cookie Walk, St. 
John Vianney Activity Center, 902 St. John 
Drive, 8:30 a.m.-noon. Cookies are $6.50 
per pound.  Refreshments served.

Sunday, Dec. 11
QUINCY — Christmas Choir Concert, “O 

Lit tle Town of Bethlehem,” Quincy 
University’s Connie Niemann Center for 
Music, 18th and Seminary Road., 3-7:30 
p.m. Free and open to the public.

Monday, Dec. 12
DECATUR — SHARE Support Group, HSHS 

St. Mary’s Hospital room 130, 7 p.m.
DECATUR — Breastfeeding Support Group, 

Baby Talk, 500 E. Lake Shore Drive, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. For information (217) 464-2334.

SPRINGFIELD — Legion of Mary, Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Conception, rosary, 6:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 13
DECATUR — Mass, HSHS St. Mary’s Hospital 

Chapel, 11:30 a.m.-noon.
DECATUR — Epilepsy Support Group, HSHS 

St. Mary’s Hospital Assisi conference room, 
5 p.m.  For information (217) 464-2045.

SPRINGFIELD — Catholic Mass, Memorial 
Medical Center, noon (217) 788-3585.

SPRINGFIELD — Choral Department at 
Sacred Heart-Griffin, Annual Christmas 
Show “Chris tmas Memories,” SHG 
Dominican Hall  Theatre,  1200 W. 
Washington, 7 p.m. Free will offering.

SPRINGFIELD — Grief Support Group for 
those who have lost a loved one, HSHS St. 
John’s  Hospital, 4:30-6 p.m. For informa-
tion, (217) 544-6464, ext. 55675.

Wednesday, Dec. 14
DECATUR — Intercessory Prayer, Sisters of 

Christ, 1 p.m. Contact Pat Mulvany  (217) 
864-3961.

EFFINGHAM — HSHS St .  Anthony’s 
Memorial Hospital to offer renewal basic 
Life Support Healthcare Provider Class. 
Pre-registration required; call for class 
times and availability. Contact Kristi Smith, 
(217) 347-1283.  Nominal fee for the com-
pletion card.

GRANITE CITY — Exposition and Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament, Holy Family Church, 
8:30 a.m.-7 p.m., Mother of Perpetual Help 
devotions and Benediction, 7 p.m.

SPRINGFIELD — Exposition and Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament, Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

SPRINGFIELD — Legion of Mary, Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception, for both 
men and women, 6 p.m.

SPRINGFIELD — Sharing The Journey for 
Bereaved Parents of Springfield, Douglas 
United Methodist Church, 501 S. Douglas, 
6:30 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 15
DECATUR — Mass, HSHS St. Mary’s Hospital 

Chapel, 11:30 a.m.-noon.
DECATUR — St. Mary’s Hospital Widowed 

Support Group meets for lunch, 11:30 a.m. 
Call for location (217) 428-7733.

EFFINGHAM — HSHS St .  Anthony’s 
Memorial Hospital blood drive, hospi-
tal auditorium, 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Bring 
photo ID to donate.  For information (217) 
347-1529.

MACON — HSHS St. Mary’s Widowed 
Support Group, Whit’s End 51, 181 S. 
Wall St., 11:30 a.m. For information, (217) 
428-7733.

MADISON — Exposition and Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament, St. Mary and Mark 
Church, 2 p.m., Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
and Benediction, 3 p.m.

SAINT-MARY-OF-THE-WOODS, IN — Sisters 
of Divine Providence Annual Christmas 
Open House, White Violet Center for Eco-
Justice, located 10 minutes from northwest of 
Terre Haute, 3-5 p.m. People of all faiths are 
invited.  For information and directions (812) 
535-2932 or email rmorton@spsmw.org.

SPRINGFIELD — Legion of Mary, Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Conception, rosary, 6:30 a.m.

SPRINGFIELD — Catholic Mass, Memorial 
Medical Center, noon (217) 788-3585.

SPRINGFIELD — Eucharistic Adoration, Little 
Flower Church, 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.  Contact 
Rachel (217) 529-1606.

Friday, Dec. 16
JACKSONVILLE — 12-Hour Adoration, Our 

Saviour Church, Holy Cross Chapel, 9 a.m.-9 
p.m.  Chaplet of Divine Mercy, 3 p.m.

SPRINGFIELD — Legion of Mary, Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception, rosary, 
6:30 a.m.

Saturday, Dec. 17
SPRINGFIELD — Latin Mass, Blessed 

Sacrament Church, 8 a.m.

Sunday, Dec. 18
DECATUR — Mass, HSHS St. Mary’s Hospital 

Chapel, 5 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 19

DECATUR — Post Partum Emotional Support 
Group, St. Mary’s Hospital Assisi confer-
ence room, 6:30 p.m.  For information 
(217) 464-2334.

SPRINGFIELD — Legion of Mary, Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Conception, rosary, 6:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 20
DECATUR — Mass, HSHS St. Mary’s Hospital 

Chapel, 11:30 a.m.-noon.
SPRINGFIELD — Catholic Mass, Memorial 

Medical Center, noon (217) 788-3585.
SPRINGFIELD — Grief Support Group for 

those who have lost a loved one, HSHS St. 
John’s  Hospital, 4:30-6 p.m. For informa-
tion, (217) 544-6464, ext. 55675.

SPRINGFIELD — Survivors of  Suicide 
Group for those who have lost a loved 
one to suicide, HSHS St. John’s Hospital, 
6:45-8 p.m. For information (217) 544-
6464, ext. 55675.

Wednesday, Dec. 21
ALTON — Military Mass, Ss. Peter and Paul 

Church, 6 p.m. For information contact Kris 
Kline (618) 466-8951.

DECATUR — Intercessory Prayer, Sisters of 
Christ, 1 p.m. Contact Pat Mulvany  (217) 
864-3961.

GRANITE CITY — Exposition and Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament, Holy Family 
Church, 8:30 a.m.-7 p.m., Mother of 
Perpetual Help devotions and Benediction, 
7 p.m.

SAINT MARY-OF-THE-WOODS, IN —  
Celebrating the annual Winter Solstice, 
White Violet Center for Eco-Justice, 6:30-
7:30 p.m. For information (812) 535-2932.

SPRINGFIELD — Exposition and Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament, Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

SPRINGFIELD — Legion of Mary, Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception, for men 
and women, 6 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 22
DECATUR — Mass, HSHS St. Mary’s Hospital 

Chapel, 11:30 a.m.-noon.
MADISON — Exposition and Adoration of 

the Blessed Sacrament, St. Mary and Mark 
Church, 2 p.m., Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
and Benediction, 3 p.m.

SPRINGFIELD — Legion of Mary, Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Conception, rosary, 6:30 a.m.

SPRINGFIELD — Eucharistic Adoration, Little 
Flower Church, 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.  Contact 
Rachel (217) 529-1606.

SPRINGFIELD — Catholic Mass, Memorial 
Medical Center, noon (217) 788-3585.

Friday, Dec. 23
SPRINGFIELD — Legion of Mary, Cathedral of 

the Immaculate Conception, rosary, 6:30 a.m.
Saturday, Dec. 24

SPRINGFIELD — Latin Mass, Blessed 
Sacrament Church, 8 a.m.

Ongoing
DECATUR — Perpe tual  Euchar is t ic 

Adoration, HSHS St. Mary’s Hospital cha-
pel, (217) 877-6716.

EFFINGHAM — Perpetual Eucharistic 
Adoration, HSHS St. Anthony’s Memorial 
Hospital chapel.  (217) 342-4764.
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Please mail submissions to: Datebook, 
Catholic Times, 1615 W. Washington, 
Springfield, IL 62702-4757; fax (217) 698-0802; 
or email datebook@dio.org.

…celebrated in candlelight for
assembly, reader of Scripture, 

choir and instruments
following the prayers and songs 

used at Taizé, the ecumenical 
community in France.

“Sing songs, hymns and spiritual songs in gratitude 
in our hearts to God.” Col. 3:16

‘

Monday, December 12 ~ 7 p.m.
Blessed Sacrament Church

1725 South Walnut, Springfield

PLEASE BRING A GIFT OF 
FOOD FOR THE POOR.

Come and gather in the Spirit
of the Risen Lord!ECUMENICAL

ADVENT TAIZE PRAYER
FOR PEACE AND HEALING

A meditative common Christian prayer …

HURLEY FUNERAL HOMES
Pre Need Funeral Plans • Complete Personal Service • Serving All Faiths

Jerome J. Hurley
Michael Allison

Michael Schurman

122 W. Douglas
Petersburg

(217) 632-2500

123 W. Adams
Greenview

(217) 968-5504

mailto:rmorton%40spsmw.org?subject=
mailto:datebook@dio.org
http://www.bsps.org/
http://www.hurleyfh.com/
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For actress Henderson,
Catholic faith was her foundation

CINCINNATI (CNS) — In what became 
her final interview, actress Florence 
Henderson told St. Anthony Messenger 
magazine that throughout her life, her 
Catholic faith was her foundation.

“I don’t ever remember not pray-
ing. Bedtime prayers, the rosary, praying 
for friends, relatives, for the sick and for 
those who had died. It was a natural part 
of our lives,” she told writer Rita E. Piro, 
who interviewed the actress in August. The 
story appears in the January 2017 issue, 
published by Franciscan Media.

Henderson, who died unexpectedly Nov. 
24 at age 82, was best known for her role 
as Carol Brady in the 70s sitcom The Brady 
Bunch. Broadcast from 1969 to 1974, the 
program has never been off the air and has 
been syndicated in over 122 countries. It 
remains one of the  most watched family 
shows of all time.

“I frequently am contacted by peo-
ple who want to thank me for The Brady 
Bunch,” Henderson told Piro. “Whether 
they grew up during the show’s original 
run or are brand-new fans of the present 
generation, they tell me how important 
The Brady Bunch has been in their lives. I 
wanted to portray Carol as a loving, fun, 
affectionate mother, and it seemed to reso-
nate with a lot of people ... .”

Her most important role, though, she 
said, was Mom to her own four children — 
Barbara, Joseph, Robert and Elizabeth. “My 
children and their happiness have always 
been my greatest concern,” she said. “Being 
a mom makes you far more compassion-
ate. You have more empathy for people, 
more love,” Henderson added. “I was always 
taught to say thank you and I’m very grate-
ful. And my kids have that quality, too.”

In the interview Henderson said that 
from time to time, she found herself ques-
tioning her faith, mainly in instances unre-
lated to her career.

As a new mother, the actress experienced 
repeated bouts of postpartum depression. 
During the mid-1960s, Henderson was 

diagnosed with a hereditary bone defor-
mity of the middle ear and needed sur-
gery to prevent deafness. Stage fright and 
insomnia also were present in her life.

Born the youngest of 10 children in tiny 
Dale, Ind., across the Ohio River from 
Owensboro, Ky., young Florence later 
moved with her family about 25 miles away 
to Rockport, Ind.

Piro noted that Florence was a natural 
at singing from age 2, but she “had little to 
sing about” growing up with her nine sib-
lings in extreme poverty during the Great 
Depression. “But that didn’t keep her from 
developing a deep love for her faith,” which 
sustained her through life, Piro wrote.

Henderson was educated by Benedictine 
nuns and priests in St. Meinrad and 
Ferdinand, Ind. (She had a priest in the 
family; her uncle, Jesuit Father Charles 
Whelan, taught constitutional law at 
Fordham University.) In the St. Anthony 
Messenger interview, Henderson talked 
at length about her first-grade teacher — 
Benedictine Sister Gemma.

After high school, with the help of a close 
friend and her wealthy family, Henderson 
was enrolled at the Academy of Dramatic 
Arts in New York City — which launched 
her long acting career.

She made her debut on Broadway as the 
star of Fanny in 1952. She played Maria in 
the original version of The Sound of Music, 
also on Broadway. She starred in several 
touring productions of South Pacific and 
Oklahoma! She made numerous appear-
ances on television, in film and live music 
shows.

Henderson’s last television perfor-
mance was with Maureen McCormick 
(who had played daughter Marsha Brady) 
on Dancing With the Stars on ABC Sept. 
19. McCormick was a contestant, and 
Henderson took part in a Brady Bunch-
themed performance. Henderson herself 
competed on the show in 2010.

In a 1994 interview with Mark Pattison of 
Catholic News Service, Henderson lovingly 
recalled her role as Carol Brady and The 
Brady Bunch legacy. She said that perhaps 
because of her wholesome image, parents 
approached her to ask if certain TV shows 
were good for their children to watch. 

“Very few people in our business have 
been a part of something that everyone 
seems to feel with great affection,” she told 
CNS. “They really love the characters. They 
love Carol Brady, and everyone in it. And 
that it’s still going strong after so many 
years absolutely amazes me.’’

The show “represents what everyone 
wants in life, and that is a loving family, 
unconditional love, a place to make mis-
takes, to get angry, to be forgiven, to for-
give,’’ Henderson said.

Editor’s Note: More information about 
St. Anthony Messenger and how to get 
the complete article on Florence Henderson 
is available at www.franciscanmedia.org/
source/saint-anthony-messenger.

CNS photo/St. Anthony Messenger

Florence Henderson is pictured on the 
cover of the January 2017 issue of St. 
Anthony Messenger magazine. 

CNS photo/St. Anthony Messenger

Featured Trip

Directline (618) 234-1445 — 1-888-284-6725
www.goldenfrontier.org • Fax (618) 234-9861

mailto: request@goldenfrontier.org

Sponsored by Catholic Shrine Pilgrimage • 4100 N. Illinois St. Swansea, IL 62226

CT, S in IL

GOLDEN FRONTIER

2017 FLORIDA SWING INTO SPRING with Father 
Elmar Mauer, OMI, Belleville, Ill. How are you going to cele-
brate spring this year? Join Golden Frontier for 8 fun days — three 
Spring games with the St. Louis Cardinals in Florida, Basilica Shrine 
of Mary, Queen of the Universe in Orlando, and Universal Studios 
plus hotels in Georgia, and five nights in Florida, all breakfasts and 

dinners, most lunches are all included (just 4 lunches are on your own)! All of 
this including reserved seating game tickets for $1,538 per person, double occu-
pancy. Space is limited; call our office today for a brochure or more info!
March 14-21, 2017. Priced at $1,538

Half-price Registration Fee when you register by Dec. 21, 2016.

Name_________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________

City ____________________________ State ___ Zip  __________________

Phone (optional) ( ___ ) ___________________

 PLEASE SEND DETAILS ABOUT THE CHECKED TRIP(S)

❏ Southwest/Grand Canyon/Las Vegas — 12 days in Feb., 2017  ...................$2,483
❏ Swing Into Spring Florida — 8 days in March  ................................................$1,538
❏ City of Fountains — 4 days in April .....................................................................$738
❏ Smoky Mountains Escapade — 6 days in May .................................................$1,338
❏ Alberta & Canadian Rockies — 15 days in June ............................................$2,645
❏ Boston, New England — 11 days in July ...........................................................$1,888
❏ South Dakota-Mount Rushmore — 7 days in July .........................................$1,388
❏ Yellowstone & Grand Teton Mountains —11 days in Aug.  ..............................$2,346
❏ Solar Eclipse in Southern Illinois — 3 days in Aug.  ..........................................$466
❏ Michigan & Mackinaw Island — 7 day in Sept. ...............................................$1,326
❏ Wisconsin Door County — 5 days in Sept. ......................................................$887
❏ Fall New England Cruise
 — 13 days in Oct., by coach to Boston ......................................................from $2,359
❏ Sweet Home Alabama — 5 days in Oct. ............................................................$853
❏ New Orleans & Cruise — 12 days by coach .........................................from $1,785

❏ Hawaii Islands Cruise — 8 days in March, 2017 ...................................from $3,285
❏ Sorrento & Amalfi Coast — 9 days in April, 2017 ..........................................$2,747
❏ Ireland — 10 days in May, 2017 ..........................................................................$3,040
❏ Alaskan Cruise — 8 days in Aug., 2017 ...................................................from $2,463
❏ England / Thomas More — 9 days in Sept., 2017 ............................................$3,428
❏ Germany & Austria — 10 days in Oct., 2017 ..................................................$3,248
❏ Poland  — 10 days in Oct., 2017 ........................................................................$3,244
❏ Switzerland — 9 days in Oct., 2017 ...................................................................$3,438
❏ Greece — 9 days in Nov., 2017 ..........................................................................$3,083
❏ France — 11 days in Oct., 2017 .........................................................................$3,523
❏ Holy Lands — 10 days in Nov., 2017 ................................................................$3,588
❏ Rome and Assisi — 9 days in Nov., 2017 .........................................................$3,048
❏ Rome-Florence-Assisi — 11 days in Nov., 2017 .............................................$3,538
❏ Mexico City — 8 days in Feb., 2018 ..................................................................$2,588

2017 & 2018 Air & SeA TripS

2017 CoACh TripS

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/source/saint-anthony-messenger
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/source/saint-anthony-messenger
http://www.goldenfrontier.org
mailto:request%40goldenfrontier.org?subject=


By DIANE SCHLINDWEIN
Associate Editor

Hundreds of area households were 
able to have a happier Thanksgiving, 
thanks to donations to the Holy Family 
Food Pantry in Springfield, said Faith 
Sanderson, administrative assistant at 
Springfield Catholic Charities. 

“About 450 households received a won-
derful abundance of food and such due 
to the generosity of our many support-
ers,” said Sanderson. 

S a nders on s a id  s e ver a l  p l ace s 
were important contributors to the 
Thanksgiving drive, including Hospital 
Sisters Health System that donated 90 
baskets, Christ the King School that 
fil led 60 baskets and Sacred Heart-
Griffin High School, that filled about 140 
baskets. Of course, many individuals and 
smaller groups brought in food basket 
contributions as well, she said.

The Key Club at Sacred Heart-Griffin 
High School is in charge of collecting 
the large amount of food and house-
hold supplies donated by the SHG stu-
dents, according to Taylor Fishburn, 
who is director of Student Marketing 
and Communications at the Springfield 
high school. Theology teacher Dan 
Wilson is the school’s Key Club moder-

ator and Paul Palazzolo of the Kiwanis 
Club of Springfield acts as a Key Club 
leader as well. 

Sanderson said the food pantry per-
sonnel want to thank “the many … who 
step up and so generously help us every 
year.” The contributions were not only 
financial, but included countless volun-
teer hours, she said. 

Holy Family Food Pantry recently 
began its Christmas food program and 
is holding a holiday toy store program as 
well, said Sanderson. 

Holy Family Food Pantry thanks donors, volunteers
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St. Francis Hospital colleagues help area residents 
LITCHFIELD — In the spirit of giv-

ing, HSHS colleagues and volunteers 
helped with the HSHS St .  Francis 
Hospital’s Instruments of Peace Project 
held in November.

Joanne Van Leer, director of radiol-
ogy and mission integration at St. Francis 
Hospital serves on the committee coor-
dinating the project and explained, “We 
were blessed with a beautiful day to work 
outside. Twenty colleagues and volun-
teers joined together to rake and do gen-
eral cleanup on eight homes in Litchfield. 
The purpose of the Instruments of Peace 
Project is to reach beyond our walls to 
serve those in our area.”

She said the homes were chosen through 
assistance from the Meals on Wheels pro-
gram and other area resources who serve 
the elderly and disabled. “We gathered 120 
bags of leaves and yard waste for recycling. 
St. Francis, the hospital’s patron saint, had 
a reverence for the earth and this is our 

way of honoring him while helping others.
“We started the hospital’s Instruments 

of Peace Projects in 2015. Two projects 
included a fall community cleanup day and 
a Christmas toy drive in conjunction with 
Carlinville Catholic Charities,” said Van 
Leer. “Projects this year included a spring 
community cleanup work day and a school 
supplies drive. We are also getting ready to 
start our 2016 Christmas toy drive.”

Through the Instruments of Peace 
Projects, the colleagues of St. Francis 
Hospital put action with the Prayer of 
St. Francis:

Make me an instrument of your peace, 
Where there is hatred let me sow love; 
Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; and 
Where there is sadness, joy. 
Grant that I may not so much seek to 

be consoled as to console; 

To be understood, as to understand; 
To be loved as to love; 
For it is in giving that we receive, it is in 

pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is 

in dying that we are born to eternal life.  

For details about the Instruments of 
Peace Projects, call Joanne Van Leer at 
(217) 324-2191.

Photo courtesy of 
HSHS St. Francis Hospital

HSHS colleagues 
and volunteers 
are pictured after 
helping with 
the hospital’s 
Instruments of 
Peace project 
held in early 
November. 

Photos courtesy of Sacred 
Heart-Griffin High School

Sacred Heart-Griffin 
High School students 
Madeline Andres and 

Olivia Doll help out 
with readying some of 
the approximately 140 

Thanksgiving bas-
kets donated to Holy 

Family Food Pantry of 
Springfield. 

Dozens of Thanksgiving baskets are 
assembled in a hallway at Sacred Heart-
Griffin High School, ready to be deliv-
ered to Holy Family Food Pantry. 

Classified Clips
HELP WANtED
Work part time from home. St. Louis based, pub-
licly listed company. Feeding 45K children a day. 
Contact Linda (618) 570-9787. 1-8-2017
Compassionate CAREGivers wanted.  Home Instead 
Senior Care is hiring part-time male and female 
CAREGivers in Menard, Logan, Sangamon and 
Christian counties.  Work 6 to 40 hours per week.  
Training provided.  Experience preferred but not re-
quired.  Call Jeri (217) 547-1300. 1-22-2017
BuSINESS
RAFFLE tICKEtS: Buy direct (and save) from Illinois’ 
largest raffle ticket printer. For info, call (217) 227-
4464. Fax (217) 227-4140.   1-8-2017
Rosalie’s Fruitcakes! Carrying on a 60-year family 
tradition. Variety of delicious sizes available. Taking 
holiday orders now. (618) 531-0040 or marthab-
rockus@gmail.com 12-11-2016 

CLOCK REPAIR
Service/repair on: grandfather, wall, mantle, cuck-
oos, anniversary. 30 years experience. Reasonable 
rates. Will pick up. (217) 899-1305. Romer’s Clock 
Shop, Springfield.   12-11-2016
 
 
 
 

INSuRANCE
It’s time for a medicare plan and Rx annual review, 
plus an alternative christian option to Obamacare 
health insurance. Call: Andy Manna (800) 418-1055.  
 12-11-2016

LEGAL SERVICES
William Shaffer, Attorney: Accidents, personal in-
jury, liability, wrongful death and workmen’s com-
pensation. No recovery, no fee. Free consultation. 
(217) 522-9880, 1 (888) 704-6480. 12-11-2016
Delano Law Offices, LLC: Workers’ compensation; 
death cases; serious personal injury cases; cases 
against intoxicated drivers. Free consultation. (217) 
544-2703. 1-22-2017
Haxel Law: Personal injury, auto/trucking accidents, 
wrongful death, workers’ compensation, product li-
ability. Free consultation (217) 544-6275. Springfield 
and Alton offices. www.haxel-law.com.  6-25-2017

VACAtION
Gul f  Shore s ,  AL — 1/2 /3  BR luxur ious 
BEACHFRONT condos and 4 BR BEACH RESORT 
house! Gulf of Mexico — Owner direct saves you 
$$$ Chris 1 (800) 713-6435. 1-22-2017
Destin, Florida: 11th floor, breath-taking gulf views, 
2 bedroom, 2 bath condo, sleeps 6. Beaches, pools, 
golf. Call Don (618) 530-8599. 1-8-2017 

mailto:marthabrockus%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:marthabrockus%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.haxel-law.com
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whole life               term life               long-term care               disability               retirement planning

Career  
opportunities 
available  call 
(618)526-7991 

Career  
opportunities 
available  call 
(618)526-7991 

 

Jeff Niemeyer 
General Agent

(618)526-7991
NiemeyerAgencyMail@kofc.org

541 Mason Dr. PO Box 8
Breese, IL 62230

NiemeyerAgency.org

Luke Niemeyer
General Agent

(618)641-9290
LNiemeyerAgencyMail@kofc.org
216 Frank Scott Pkwy. East Suite 6

Swansea, Illinois 62226
KofCNiemeyerAgency.com

eric diekemper
618-526-7991

Ext. 306
Collinsville
Nokomis

mike sullivan
618-363-9395

Edwardsville
Glen Carbon

Maryville, Troy

michael muto
217-801-8688

Springfield
area

Jeff lister
618-806-0882

Carrollton
Jerseyville

david nelson
618-977-2750

Hillsboro
Staunton
Litchfield

dan sheehan
217-994-6349

Neoga
Teutopolis

brian rynders 
618-401-1807

Alton
Godfrey

connor barr
618-526-7991

Ext. 309
Highland

tyler sheehan
217-821-2484

Effingham

brad wagner
217-294-0743

Mattoon,Charleston
Shelbyville, Sullivan

Agents wish you a very MERRY CHRISTMAS
and a Blessed NEW YEAR

.KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS

mailto:niemeyeragencymail%40kofc.org?subject=
http://www.niemeyeragency.org
mailto:lniemeyeragencymail%40kofc.org?subject=
http://www.kofcniemeyeragency.com

	page1.pdf
	page2
	page3
	page4
	page5
	page6
	page7
	page8
	page9
	page12
	page13
	page14
	page15
	page16
	page17
	page18
	page19
	page20



