
BY PENNY WIEGERT
Editor

DIOCESE—As the U.S. cit-
ies of Washington, D.C., New 
York, and Philadelphia prepare 
for the apostolic visit of Pope 
Francis, Bishop David Malloy 
will also be packing his bags.

Bishop Malloy is one of the 
35 bishops and archbishops in 
the U.S. designated to represent 

the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops in welcoming 
the Holy Father to this country 
for the fi rst time.

“Since it would be impos-
sible for the Holy Father to 
meet each and every bishop, a 
delegation was selected to rep-
resent the U.S. conference of 
bishops,” Bishop Malloy told 
The Observer.

He explained that his par-

ticipation in the delegation is a 
result of being part of the con-
ference’s Administrative Com-
mittee. He is the representative 
for Region 7 on that committee.

Pope Francis begins his pas-
toral visit in the U.S. on Sept. 
22 when he arrives at Andrews 
Air Force Base. 

On Sept. 23 the pope will 
have a private meeting with 
President Obama at the White 

House. After that, the pontiff 
is scheduled to meet with Bish-
op Malloy and all the prelates 
in the delegation for mid-day 
prayer at the Cathedral of St. 
Matthew the Apostle. 

Following the meeting and 
prayer, Bishop Malloy will take 
part in the afternoon Mass on 
the east portico of the Basilica 
of the National Shrine of the 

Continued on page 14

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—
While a juridical process is 
necessary for making accu-
rate judgments, the Catholic 
Church’s marriage annulment 
process must be quicker, cheap-
er and much more of a pastoral 
ministry, Pope Francis said.

Rewriting a section of the 
Latin-rite Code of Canon Law 
and of the Code of Canons of the 

Eastern Churches, Pope Francis 
said he was not “promoting the 
nullity of marriages, but the 
quickness of the processes, as 
well as a correct simplicity” of 
the procedures so that Catholic 
couples are not “oppressed by 
the shadow of doubt” for pro-
longed periods.

The Vatican released Sept. 8 
the texts of two papal docu-

ments, “Mitis Iudex Dominus 
Iesus” (“The Lord Jesus, the 
Gentle Judge”) for the Latin-rite 
church and “Mitis et misericors 
Iesus,” (“The Meek and Merci-
ful Jesus”) for the Eastern Cath-
olic churches.

The changes, including the 
option of a brief process without 
the obligatory automatic appeal, 
go into effect Dec. 8, the open-

ing day of the Year of Mercy.
The rules for the Latin and 

Eastern churches are substan-
tially the same since the differ-
ences in texts refer mainly to 
the different structures of the 
hierarchy with Latin churches 
having bishops and Eastern 
churches having eparchs and 
patriarchs.

Continued on page 5

BY PENNY WIEGERT
Editor

ROCKFORD—With letters 
from Bishop David Malloy to 
the newest members of Boylan 
Central Catholic High School’s 
Board of Consultors, the transi-
tion to a new leadership model 
is complete. 

Boylan has switched from a 
superintendent/principal model 
to a president/principal model. 

These fi nal appointments to 
the new board, were made ef-
fective Sept. 1. 

The new board members 
were assigned terms of one-, 
two- or three-years to maintain 
an experienced board whose 
function is to be advisory in 
nature to both the president 
of Boylan, and the bishop of 
Rockford.

“I am happy to have this pro-
cess complete and am grateful 
for the willingness of the new 
consultors to serve Boylan’s 
students, faculty and families 
as well as our diocesan church 
through these appointments,” 
Bishop Malloy said. 

“It is my prayer that this new 
leadership model will continue 
and further the strength of the 
education and Catholic for-
mation Boylan has offered for 
more than 50 years,” he added.

The  newly appointed mem-
bers of the Board of Consultors 
and their terms are:
 Tom Baudhuin-2 years;
 Father John Evans—3 

years
 Sherri Krowczyk-Mendo-

za—3 years
 Honorable John Lowrey—

2 years

 Brian Peterson—3 years
 Father Stephen St. Jules—3 

years
These six join four formerly 

appointed members who also 
served on the search committee 
for President Amy Ott. They 
are:
 Msgr. Eric Barr, chair of 

the Board of Consultors,
 Nancy Voss, vice-chair,
 Paul Logli, secretary, and
 Mike Tulley.
According to the bylaws for 

the Board of Consultors, each 
member may be reappointed by 
the bishop but serve no more 
than three consecutive terms. 
The board must consist of at 
least seven but no more than 15 

members as determined by the 
bishop.

In addition to providing ad-
vice, counsel and assistance to 
Boylan’s president, the Board 
of Consultors is charged with 
several additional responsibili-
ties. Members are to:
 provide an annual perfor-

mance review of the school 
president through its Executive 
Committee and in conjunction 
with the diocese’s Superinten-
dent of Catholic Schools,
 promote Boylan’s excel-

lence in Catholic education and  
its service to the community; 
 perform any other duties 

the president and the bishop 
may direct.

Boylan President Amy Ott, 

who began her duties July 1, 
said “I am grateful to Bishop 
Malloy for appointing so many 
talented and committed indi-
viduals to this board. 

 “I look forward to working 
with the members of the new 
Board of Consultors as we con-
tinue a long tradition of excel-
lence and work toward the ex-
citing future of Boylan,” she 
said.

The president/principal mod-
el of leadership is used nation-
ally by roughly 60 percent of 
Catholic schools. 

The model allows the prin-
cipal to focus exclusively on 
the day-to-day operations of 
the school curriculum and 

Continued on page 16

(Observer photo by Sharon Boehlefeld)

Students at Boylan Central Catholic High School in Rockford walk through the halls between classes Sept. 
3. The school leadership has just completed its transition to a president/principal model. It is the � rst school 
in the diocese to adopt the model. 

Boylan’s Switch to New Leadership Model Complete

Bishop Malloy Represents Region 7 at Papal Visit
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The Rev. Witold Adamczyk, 
OFM Conv.—at the nomination 
of his Provincial Superior and by 
appointment of The Most Rev-
erend Diocesan Bishop, to be 
Parochial Vicar of St. Margaret 
Mary Parish, Algonquin, Illinois, 
effective Sept. 2, 2015.

Given at the Chancery, 
Sept. 2, 2015
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We Remember 

(CNS photo/Kathy Willens, Reuters) 

Franciscan Father Brian 
Jordan, standing with labor-
ers and emergency workers 
in 2001, blesses a 17-foot-tall 
cross formed by steel beams 
that was recovered from the 
rubble of the World Trade 
Center in New York. The 
cross is part of the National 
September 11 Memorial and 
Museum. The memorial is 
one of the stops on Pope 
Francis’s upcoming visit.
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A Mother’s Love is the Source of 
Her Concern and Her Wisdom

A mother’s love is wonderful 
to behold. At times it is 
revealed as a gentle, loving 
embrace. At other times it 

can be a swift and powerful movement 
to protect her child from danger.

Every mother sets boundaries for her 
child, not because she does not want her 
child to enjoy life or have fun but because 
those boundaries help to keep her child 
out of harm’s way. A mother wants what is 
best for her child. She wants him or her to 
be happy, healthy and holy.

When the Church teaches us the moral 
boundaries of life, she does so with a 
mother’s love. It is not that the Church 
does not want us to enjoy life. Instead, like 
any good mother, the Church wants us to 
be happy, healthy and holy. Also, she has 
been around longer than any one of us and 
has great wisdom.

This understanding of the Church as our 
mother is particularly signifi cant when we 
encounter what are commonly considered 
the “diffi cult” teachings of the Church, 
often referring to the Church’s teaching on 
human sexuality.

As we prepare for the visit of Pope 
Francis and the World Meeting of Families 
that he will attend in Philadelphia, let’s 
consider the Church’s teaching regarding 
contraception, for example. Both faith and 
reason teach that in marriage a man and a 
woman have the great privilege of giving 
of themselves to one another completely, 
in such a way that a new life can result 
from their union. 

They also teach that to disrupt this gift 
and distort either the unitive or procreative 
nature of spousal love is harmful to the 
man and woman and to the marriage. 

Contraception does just that. It disrupts 
the perfect gift a man and woman can 

make to one another in the spousal 
embrace. Through barriers, chemicals 
or sterilization procedures, a man and a 
woman withhold something of themselves 
— namely, their life-giving potential — 
from one another.

Our reason alone can attest to the 
wisdom of our faith with regard to these 
issues. Has widespread acceptance of 
contraception resulted in happiness in our 
culture? We need not look much further 
than the spike in the divorce rate since 
contraception became widely accepted 
in our culture to see that happiness has 
not been the result of us separating the 
beautiful act of the two becoming one 
fl esh from the procreation of children. 

Is it healthy? Numerous hormonal 
birth control pills have been classifi ed as 
Group 1 carcinogens by the World Health 
Organization. 

Does sterilization or contraception help 
us grow in holiness? No, they intentionally 
separate us from God and His beautiful 
plan for man and woman. 

The list of these concerns goes on and 
on, all pointing to the fact that our mother, 
the Church, might have had a great deal of 
wisdom in the consistency of her teachings 
on these subjects.

In her motherly wisdom, the Church 
does not suspend her guidance to us 
with a teaching against contraception 
and sterilization. She not only strives to 
protect us from the harm that these can 
bring men and women and marriages, 
the Church’s teaching also points us in a 
better direction. She shows us the path that 
has proven to be the road less travelled in 
recent times is the same road that helps 
marriages, and helps men and women 
thrive.

This motherly wisdom shines brightly 

in the Church’s teaching on natural 
family planning, or NFP, in marriage. 
NFP is a method of family planning 
that empowers couples to work with 
God’s plan for married love and design 
of human persons, as male or female. It 
helps couples achieve or avoid pregnancy 
based on their discernment of what God 
is calling them to at this time, and does 
so without altering or distorting the total 
gift of their whole self that a husband and 
wife make to one another in the marital 
embrace.

Studies have shown that couples who 
practice NFP in their marriage have a 
divorce rate of less than 5 percent, which 
is signifi cantly less than our cultural norm 
today. 

NFP is completely natural and organic. 
It can also be an incredibly helpful tool 
for trained healthcare providers to identify 
and treat other underlying health problems 
that may become apparent through NFP 
charting. 

Even more importantly, it fosters 
communication between a husband and 
wife and God, as a couple invites God 
into their discernment about their family 
and works with God’s design for man and 
woman and marriage.

If you are not familiar with NFP or 
have perhaps heard negative rumors 
about the process, please contact the LiFE 
Offi ce or one of the many NFP Providers 
throughout the Diocese of Rockford 
who would be happy give you more 
information. This is too important not to 
know.

Pope Francis has called for efforts to 
strengthen our families. Prayer and living 
the God-given boundaries of married life 
are two important ways for us to start.

BY BISHOP DAVID J. MALLOY
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After refl ecting on how the 
family lives the time of cel-
ebration and that of work, let 
us now consider the time of 
prayer. 

The most frequent complaint 
of Christians is actually with 
regard to time: “I should pray 
more. I would like to but often I 
have no time.” 

We hear it all the time. The 
regret is sincere, certainly, be-
cause the human heart always 
desires prayer, even without 
realizing it. And if it doesn’t fi nd 
it, it is not at peace. 

But in order to fi nd it, we need 
to cultivate in our hearts an 

“ardent” love for God, an af-
fectionate love.
Let us ask a very simple ques-
tion. It’s good to believe in God 
with all our heart, it’s good to 
hope that He will help us in dif-
fi culty, it’s good to feel obliged 
to give Him thanks. All this is 
just, but do we love the Lord, 
even a little? Does the thought 
of God move us, amaze us, 
soften us?
Let us think of the wording 
of that great commandment, 
which is the basis of all oth-
ers: “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with 
all your might” (Dt 6:5; see Mt 

22:37). 

The formula uses the intense 
language of love, addressing it 
to God. See, the spirit of prayer 
dwells here above all. And if 
it dwells here, it dwells all the 
time and never leaves. 

Are we able to think of God as 
the caress that keeps us alive, 
before which there is nothing? 
A caress from which nothing, 
not even death, can separate 
us? 

Or do we think of Him only as 
the great being, the almighty 
who made all things, the judge 
who monitors every action? All 
true, of course, but only when 

God is the affection above 
all our affections, does the 
meaning of these words fi nd 
their fullness. Then we feel 
happy, even if a little confused, 
because He thinks of us and 
above all He loves us! 

Isn’t that impressive? Isn’t it 
impressive that God caresses 
us with the love of a father? It 
is so beautiful! 

He could have simply revealed 
Himself as the Supreme Being, 
given His commandments and 
waited for the results. 

Instead, God did and does 
infi nitely more than this. He 

Continued on page 16

Prayer and the Family
From the general audience, St. Peter’s Square, Aug. 26

BY POPE FRANCIS

Don’t miss the daily refl ection weekdays (about 6:58 a.m.) on WREX-TV, Channel 13, Rockford 

And the Wednesday refl ection during the Spanish newscast 
(5:30-6 p.m.) on My Network TV, Channel 17.2, Rockford 
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By Lynne Conner 
Observer Correspondent

ROCKFORD—Following 
the Biblical command of “Do 
unto others … ,” the Rockford 
Rescue Mission is expanding 
its outreach to women and chil-
dren with the construction of 
Pitney Place. 

Named for one of the Res-
cue Mission’s founders, Nadine 
Pitney, the 25,000 square foot 
$7 million addition is being 
primarily funded by donations. 
They’ve collected nearly 70 
percent of their goal.

The new structure connects 
to the Mission’s Hope Campus 
on West State Street, and is sit-
uated on the northwest corner 
of the lot. 

Pitney Place will include 60 
beds in the ground floor Wom-
en’s Crisis Center and 60 beds 
in the second floor Women’s 
Life Recovery Program. 

The Women’s Crisis Center 
is currently located on Cedar 
Street, but with the completion 
of Pitney Place, both women’s 
programs will be housed in the 
same building. 

The addition will also in-
crease the number of beds for 
women and children from 76 to 
120. 

The Pitney Place addition is 
expected to be completed by 
Valentine’s Day, 2016. 

“We’re the only emergency 

shelter for women and children 
in Rockford and every year we 
have to turn away clients for 
lack of space,” said Chris El-
dridge, director of operations 
for the Rockford Rescue Mis-
sion. 

“The Pitney Place expansion 
is a consolidation of locations 
and an ability to accommodate 
those that we are having to turn 
away,” he said.

Eldridge explained that the 
Women’s Crisis Center pro-
vides emergency shelter to 
women, women with children 
and families all day, every day, 
while the Women’s Life Re-
covery Program is a nine- to 
12-month intense residential 
commitment aimed at helping 
women achieve life changing 
goals. 

Medical, educational and 
case management services are 
already in place at the Hope 
Campus for women and chil-
dren involved with either pro-
gram. 
Using a ‘faith filter’

“Everything that we do at 
the Rockford Rescue Mission 
is through the ‘faith filter,’ so 
obviously we want to recon-
nect mind, body and spirit 
back to the way God created 

us,” he said.
“Many of the women that 

come to us have been in short-
term (addiction) treatment cen-
ters and they know they need 
something different,” said 
Sherry Pitney, executive di-
rector of the Rockford Rescue 
Mission. 

“They have never tried a 
spiritual approach,” she added. 
“They know that’s what we’re 
about and they want to look to 
God for direction in life.” 

The Women’s Life Recov-
ery Program is the only state-
licensed program in this area 
that allows children to stay 

with their mothers as the wom-
en complete the course. 

“We feel that since the chil-
dren are exposed to the dys-
function, they also need to be 
exposed to the health and re-
covery as well,” Eldridge said.

“We love helping people 
when they are in a critical situ-
ation,” Pitney said, “but we are 
all about changed lives.”
Helping others

Helping people and bringing 
about life changes are just two 
of the reasons why Catholics 
Dick Kunnert and Laura Ortiz 
volunteer at the Rockford Res-
cue Mission. 

Kunnert, of Holy Family 
Parish in Rockford, has been 
involved with the mission since 
1987 when he served on the 
Rockford Mayor’s Taskforce on 
Homelessness. 

Continued on page 4
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Rescue Mission Wants to Help More Women, Children
More Space Means More Service

(CNS photo)

Participants in the Rockford Rescue Mission’s Life Recovery Program gather for a session. Women’s services 
will all be housed in the new Pitney Place.

Mothers and children can stay 
together at Rescue Mission facili-
ties.
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Bishop Malloy’s 
Public Schedule

ROCKFORD — September 
12, 9 a.m., Meeting of the 
Diocesan Pastoral Council, 
Diocesan Administration 
Center

ROCKFORD — September 
13, 7:30 a.m., Sunday Mass, 
Cathedral of St. Peter

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
— September 14-17, U.S. 
Conference of Catholic 
Bishops Committee Meetings

MAPLE PARK — 

September 19, 10 a.m., 
Confirmation, St. Mary 
Church

ROCKFORD — September 
20, 7:30 a.m., Sunday Mass, 
Cathedral of St. Peter

CRYSTAL LAKE — 
September 20, 4 p.m., 
McHenry Deanery Council 
of Catholic Women’s Women 
of Inspiration Banquet, St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Church 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — 
September 22-24, Visit of the 
Holy Father, Pope Francis

Available NOW!
Our Lady of Good Counsel

Raffle/Calendar

THE RAFFLE/CALENDAR
FEATURES STUDENT ARTWORK 

MONTHLY.

Daily drawings begin Oct. 1st*
— Win from $25 to $250 —

WIN MORE THAN ONCE!
Winning names are re-entered into the drawing.

You could win every day of the year!
For more information or to purchase tickets contact

Our Lady of Good Counsel School,
630-851-4400.

TICKETS
$25 each

* Oct. 1st
Super Prizes}  Flat Screen TV

 $250 Water Park Gift Card
 Bike.

$

$

$

$

How to Help
Find information about fi-

nancial and other needs for 
Pitney Place and the Rock-
ford Rescue Mission  at http://
rockfordrescuemission.org

Headliners

http://rockfordrescuemission.org
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You need a  
directory  
if you ...
  w a n t  t o  k n o w 
Mass, confession and 
adoration times at our 
parishes,

 are a parish volunteer who needs to contact 
other parishes and groups in the diocese,
 are a leader of  a Catholic organization,
 need to know who can answer your questions  
in the Rockford Diocese.
Order the 2015-16 Diocese of  Rockford 
Official Directory now. Copies are just $15 each! 

Order by phone at 

 815/399-4300, ext. 383
or online at  

www.rockforddiocese.org/orderdirectory

Editor’s note: Over the course of the Year of Consecrated Life, which 
ends Feb. 2, 2016, we’ll introduce the orders of consecrated women and 
men active in the Rockford Diocese.

Workers of the Holy Family (Operarias de la sagrada 
familia)

Motherhouse: Zamora Michoacán (México)
Represented in the Diocese of Rockford in Aurora.
What they do: Primarily, they serve in elementary schools in 

small towns. They also work in health centers in small towns, and 
are missionaries working in parishes and mission campuses. 

The sisters serve in Mexico, Ecuador and in the United States.

Year of  
Consecrated Life

(Photo provided)

Sister Irma Luna, OpSF, is the director of religious education at St. Nich-
olas Parish in Aurora.

For a religious, to advance on the path of obedience means to abase 
oneself in service, that  is, to take the same path as Jesus, who “did not 
deem equality with God a thing to be grasped” (Phil 2:6). By emptying 
Himself, He made Himself a servant in order to serve.  — Pope Francis

From page 3
He has worked with home-

less men and women suffering 
from mental illness and he is a 
campaign advisor for the Pit-
ney Place expansion. 

Additionally, Kunnert has 
presented a Lead Like Jesus 
Encounter with key staff at the 
Mission. 

“I am hoping to help initiate 
Lead Like Jesus for people in 
the Mission’s Recovery Pro-
gram. I think Lead Like Jesus’ 
emphasis on servant leadership 
will be a perfect fit with folks 
who are working on recovery,” 
he said. 

Kunnert is excited to see the 
Pitney Place expansion take 
shape and is a proponent of the 
Life Recovery Program at the 
Mission. 

“The ... women’s program 
... offers a beautiful setting to 
help these women and their 
children. It is a unique pro-
gram for Rockford. Anything 
that addresses addiction and 
poverty is a plus for the com-
munity, in my view. That it is 
faith-based is an added dimen-
sion to its power. 

“Catholic Charities does of-
fer many services to our com-
munity,” Kunnert added, “but 
the Rescue Mission is supply-

ing something that does not ex-
ist under Catholic auspice. We 
Catholics should celebrate the 
work of the mission.”

Donating time, food, money 
and household items are just 
some ways that Rockford area 
Catholics and parish groups 
can and do support the work of 
the Rockford Rescue Mission. 

Laura Ortiz, a member of 
St. Rita Parish in Rockford has 
been on the board of directors 
at the Mission for four years 
and has served as chairman of 
the board’s personnel commit-
tee for two years. 

Ortiz has many ideas for 
those wishing to support the 
work of the Rockford Rescue 
Mission. 
Filling needs

“During the extraordinary ju-
bilee Year of Mercy, it is a per-
fect time for our parishes to fo-

cus on the works of mercy,” she 
said. “Some ways our parishes 
can support the Rescue Mis-
sion are by taking collections of 
items on our ‘needs list.’ Church 
groups can volunteer to work 
a shift serving meals. Youth 
groups can volunteer at the Mis-
sion Thrift Store helping sort 
donations. Parishes can contact 
the Mission’s volunteer coordi-
nator to discuss more volunteer 
opportunities,” she said.

Ortiz says that the spiritual 
component of the Rockford 
Rescue Mission’s work is cru-
cial to the success of its clients. 

“They minister to the whole 
person … helping people re-
gain their lives and be restored 
to wholeness through Jesus 
Christ. I believe this is what 
God asks each one of us to do 
— to feed the hungry, to pro-
tect the weak, to rescue those 
in distress and bring hope to 
the hopeless in His name,” she 
said.

Seeing firsthand the transfor-
mative work of the Rockford 
Rescue Mission is what keeps 
Ortiz involved with the organi-
zation. 

“Through my jail ministry 
work, we have worked closely 
with the mission to get women 
transitioned into housing upon 
release,” she said. 

“I know several women who 
were in my classes at the jail 
and transitioned to the mis-
sion’s Life Recovery Program. 

“They are now united with 
their children, working, prac-
ticing their faith and living 
productive lives,” she said. “ 
Families are healed and lives 
are restored — that is what this 
is about.”

“Catholic Charities has fre-
quent contact with RRM,” said 
Patrick Winn, diocesan direc-
tor of Catholic Charities. “We 
serve a number of the same 
individuals, especially through 
our referral system in the 
Emergency Services program 
and at St. Elizabeth’s Catholic 
Community Center. 

“RRM’s expansion will pro-
vide further referral opportuni-
ties which, in turn, means bet-
ter services for those whom we 
serve in the Rockford area,” he 
added.  

More Space Means More Service

(Observer photos by Lynne Conner)

An architect’s drawing shows the finished addition for women’s and children’s services at Rockford Rescue 
Mission.

Chris Eldridge, director of operations for the Rockford Rescue Mission, 
walks through the construction site for the women’s facility at Rock-
ford Rescue Mission.

“During the 
extraordinary jubilee 
Year of Mercy, it is a 
perfect time for our 
parishes to focus on 
the works of mercy.”

— Laura Ortiz

Rescue Mission Wants to Help More Women, Children

Diocesan

www.rockforddiocese.org/orderdirectory


From page 1
Pope Francis said the chang-

es in the annulment process 
were motivated by “concern for 
the salvation of souls,” and par-
ticularly “charity and mercy” 
toward those who feel alien-
ated from the church because 
of their marriage situations and 
the perceived complexity of the 
church’s annulment process.

The new rules replace canons 
1671-1691 of the Code of Canon 
Law and canons 1357-1377 of 
the Eastern code. Pope Francis 
also provided a set of “proce-
dural regulations” outlining 
how his reforms are to take 
place, encouraging bishops in 
small dioceses to train person-
nel who can handle marriage 
cases and spelling out specific 
conditions when a bishop can 
issue a declaration of nullity 
after an abbreviated process.

Those conditions include: 
when it is clear one or both par-
ties lacked the faith to give full 
consent to a Catholic marriage; 
when the woman had an abor-
tion to prevent procreation; 
remaining in an extramarital 
relationship at the time of the 
wedding or immediately af-
terward; one partner hiding 
knowledge of infertility, a se-
rious contagious disease, chil-
dren from a previous union or 
a history of incarceration; and 
when physical violence was 
used to extort consent for the 
marriage.

The reformed processes were 
drafted by a special committee 
Pope Francis established a year 
earlier. Among the criteria he 
said guided their work, the first 
he listed was the possibility of 
there being “only one execu-
tive sentence in favor of nul-
lity” when the local bishop or 
judge delegated by him had the 
“moral certainty” that the mar-
riage was not valid. Previously 
an appeal was automatic and 
a declaration of nullity had to 
come from two tribunals.

Msgr. Pio Vito Pinto, dean 
of the Roman Rota, a Vatican 
court, and president of the 
commission that drafted the 
new rules, told reporters that 
Pope Francis asked for updates 
throughout the year, sought a 
review by four “great canon-
ists” not involved in the draft-
ing and in the end adopted the 

changes with “great serious-
ness, but also great serenity.”

The changes made by Pope 
Francis, particularly the re-
sponsibility and trust placed in 
local bishops, are the most sub-
stantial changes in the church’s 
marriage law since the pon-
tificate of Pope Benedict XIV 
in the mid-1700s, Msgr. Pinto 
said. Even with the 1917 and 
1983 new Codes of Canon Law, 
the process for recognizing the 
nullity of a marriage remained 
“substantially unchanged,” he 
said.

“Putting the poor at the cen-
ter is what distinguishes the 
reform of Pope Francis from 
those made by Pope Pius X 
and Pope Benedict XIV,” Msgr. 
Pinto said.

In fact, Pope Francis ordered 
that the “gratuity of the pro-
cedure be assured so that, in 
a matter so closely tied to the 
salvation of souls, the church 
— by demonstrating to the 
faithful that she is a generous 
mother — may demonstrate the 
gratuitous love of Christ, which 
saves us all.”

Pressed by reporters about 
how quickly the new proce-
dures will go into effect in dio-
ceses around the world, Msgr. 
Pinto said it will take some 
dioceses longer than others to 
adapt to the new norms and to 
find ways to finance their tribu-
nals other than charging cou-
ples. People must remember, 
he said, that the canon lawyers 
who are not priests deserve to 
be compensated and need to 
support their families.

The rules are not retroactive, 
he said; however, any initial 
sentence issued Dec. 8 or later 
would fall under the new rules 
and not require an automatic 
appeal if both parties agree.

Cardinal Francesco Cocco-
palmerio, president of the Pon-
tifical Council for Legislative 
Texts, who also was a member 
of the commission, insisted 
the pope’s new rules were not 
about “annulling marriages,” 
but about recognizing and de-
claring the nullity of a mar-
riage, in other words, declaring 
that it never existed as a valid 
sacrament.

Although the new rules re-
move the obligation that a dec-
laration of nullity automatical-

ly be appealed, he said, it does 
not remove the right of one of 
the parties to appeal the deci-
sion. However, he said, “and 
this is a great innovation,” if 
the appeals court believes the 
appeal is “obviously a delaying 
tactic,” the appeals court can 
issue a decree confirming the 
nullity of the marriage without 
a full process.

Msgr. Alejandro Bunge, sec-
retary of the commission and 
a member of the Roman Rota, 
said the new processes are mo-
tivated by recognition of the 
church as a “field hospital,” as 
Pope Francis has described it. 
“For those who have special in-
juries — a marriage null from 
the beginning — we will have 
intensive care” in the form of 
more rapid annulment proce-
dures.

While many marriage cases 
will continue to require time in 
order to arrive at the truth, he 
said, the longer procedure will 
be reserved to those cases in 
which it is not obvious that the 
marriage was null from the be-
ginning and in which the cou-
ple does not agree that a real 
marriage never existed.

Byzantine Bishop Dimitri-
os Salachas of Greece, also a 
member of the commission that 
drafted the new rules, said they 
were urgent for his Eastern 
church. About 90 percent of his 
married faithful are married 
to a member of the Greek Or-
thodox Church, which permits 
second marriages under special 
penitential provisions.

Diocesan

(Photo provided)

Father Kevin Butler and parishioners 

Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto Rededicated
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What you give
makes a difference!

All proceeds benefit programs
helping people with intellectual disabilities

in your area and throughout Illinois.

Intellectual
Disabilities
Fund
Drive
Weekend

September
18, 19 & 20 2015

 Knights of  Columbus

Celebrating Our
46th Anniversary

1969-2015

Pope Simplifies Annulment Process

SOMONAUK—The Grotto 
of Our Lady of Lourdes at St. 
John the Baptist Parish in So-
monauk was rededicated Aug. 
22. Father Kevin Butler, paro-
chial adminstrator, presided. 

The parish’s new memo-
rial brick rosary walking path 
in front of the grotto also was 
dedicated. A statue of St. Ber-
nadette was added, along with 
a new flower bed of roses, hy-
drangea, day lilies, Blue Star 
junipers and Green Velvet box-
woods. 

A stone border encloses the 
flower bed and a concrete walk 
to the grotto and rosary walk-
ing path makes for easy ac-
cess. There are also two con-
crete pads prepared for future 

benches. 
The grotto originally was 

built by Joseph Henry Meyer, 
whose baptism was the first 
recorded at the parish in 1865. 
He and his family returned to 
France in 1871. He returned to 
Somonauk in 1893 as Father 
Meyer after studying for the 
priesthood and being ordained 
in the Cathedral of Strasburg, 
France. He assisted Father Law-
rence A. Erhard for a time. 

St. John the Baptist’s Wom-
en’s Society sponsored the rosa-
ry walking path project, which 
was suggested by a former pas-
tor, the late Rev. Thomas Brant-
man, who died in 2014. St. John 
the Baptist celebrated its ses-
quicentennial in June 2015.

www.fitzgeraldfh.com
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Save the Date
Sept 24
GENEVA
Benefi t banquet: 7-9 p.m.; River-
side Receptions, 35 N. River Lane. 
Proceeds for Fox Valley Pregnancy 
Center. Speaker: Mary Ann Kuhar-
ski, founder and president, Prolife 
Across America. Free dinner; dona-
tions accepted.

ROCKFORD
Financial workshop: 9 a.m.; Holy 
Family, 4401 Highcrest Road. Third 
in a series for people who have lost a 
spouse. Speaker: Erich Vargaz, pa-
rishioner. Topic: “Do I have enough 
to do what I want to do for the rest of 
my life?” RSVP. Info: 815/398-4280.

Sept 26
MCHENRY
Oktoberfest: after 4 p.m. Mass; St. 
Patrick, 3500 Washington/ Sponsor: 
St. Patrick 175th Anniversary Social 
Events Committee. Info: 815/385-
2959, www.stpatrickmchenry.org

NORTH AURORA
Vendor, fl ea market: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.; 
Blessed Sacrament, 801 Oak St. 
Free admission. Info: rainbowlady@
comcast.net

ROCKFORD
Tootsie Roll drive: various times 
and locations (also Sept. 27). Spon-
sor: Holy Family Parish Knights of 
Columbus Council 13123. Proceeds 
for developmentally disabled.

Marriage support: 7 p.m. (fi rst of six 
sessions); Holy Family, 4401 High-
crest Road. “Beloved – Finding Hap-
piness in Marriage” video series from 
The Augustine Institute. For married 
couples. Child care provided. Cost: 
$20 per couple, includes book. Info: 

Sept 27
AURORA
90th anniversary Mass: 3 p.m.; 
St. Therese of Jesus, 271 N. Farns-
worth Ave. Bilingual Mass, special 
activities and dedications. Info: jody.
watermann@stojcc.org, 630/898-
5422

Parish festival: 11 a.m.-7 p.m., Our 
Lady of Good Counsel, 620 S. Fifth 
St. Mass, live music, food, basket 
raffl e, games and mechanical bull. 
Free. Info: Esther Saltijeral, 630/851-
1100, ourladyofgoodcounsel.net

DURAND
Parish mission: 7 p.m. both days; 
St. Mary, 602 W. Main St. Sponsor: 
St. Mary/St. Patrick Parish (Durand/
Irish Grove). Speaker: Frank Run-
yeon. Topics: Sunday—“Afraid: The 
Gospel of Mark,” Monday—“Sermon 
on the Mount” and “Hollywood vs. 
Faith: The Three Other Beatitudes.” 
Info: www.stmarystpatrick.org

ROCKFORD
Fall Festival: 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Holy 
Family, 4401 Highcrest Road. Out-
door Mass at 11 a.m. with festival to 
begin after. Games, pie baking con-
test, food and school open house. 
Info: Lisa Mayer, 815/398-4280; 
www.holyfamilyrockford.org

What’s  Up

Don’t miss out on amazing bargains!
Saturday l Sept. 19, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Sunday l Sept. 20, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Kane County Fairgrounds — St. Charles, IL
Entrance, one block west of Randall Rd. on Rt. 38
www.stpeterchurch.com/124

630-232-0124 x. 310
 l Appliances l Electronics  l Baby Items 
 l Furniture l Bikes l Home Décor
 l Books l Sporting Goods l Collectibles 
 l Music  lTools l Housewares 
 l Hardware lClothing l Shoes
 l & more

Breakfast available starting at
7 a.m. Saturday and 8 a.m. Sunday.

Lunch too!
Country Market with lots of baked goodies to 

enjoy while shopping or at home.

St. Peter Catholic Church, Geneva, IL

Breakfast available starting at
7 a.m. Saturday and 8 a.m. Sunday.

Lunch
too!

Tue Sept 15
AURORA
Junior cross-country: 4:30 
p.m.; Marmion Academy, 1000 
Butterfield Road. Sponsors: 
Marmion Academy and Rosary 
High School. For boys and girls in 
fi fth- through eighth-grade. Race 
times — 4:30 p.m., fi fth- and sixth-
grade girls (1.5 miles); 5 p.m., fi fth- 
and sixth-grade boys (1.5 miles); 
5:30 p.m., seventh- and eighth-
grade girls (2 miles); 6:15 p.m., 
seventh- and eighth-grade boys (2 
miles). Cost: $100 per team; $15 
per individual. Info: www.rosaryhs.
com/sportsnews; Mary Lou Kunold, 
mkunold@rosaryhs.com, 630/896-
0831, ext.  25.

BATAVIA
Memorial Mass: 7 p.m.; Holy 
Cross, 2300 Main St. Seven 
Sorrows rosary at 6:30 p.m. For 
those who have lost children of 
all ages and to all causes, their 
family and friends.

Wed Sept 16
Deadline for Sept. 25 What’s Up 

(for events Sept. 28-Oct. 4) 

CRYSTAL LAKE
Divorce survival: 6:30-8 p.m. (fi rst 
in 12-week series); St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton, 1023 McHenry Ave. 
Healing from divorce based on 
“Catholic’s Divorce Survival Guide” 
by Rose Sweet. Cost: $10 per 
person. Info: Margaret Oskorep, 
847/224-6989, mjoskorep@att.net

GENEVA
Bible study: 9:15-11 a.m. 
(Wednesdays through Nov. 18): 
St. Peter, 1891 Kaneville Road. 
Sponsor: Fox Valley Catholic 
Bible Study for Women. Topic: 
1 Corinthians. Child care with 
advance registration; special 
group for women with infants. Cost: 
$30 early registration, $35 walk-in 
registration; $10 per child for care. 
Info: Laura Weiss, 630/513-9639;  
Barb Parker, 630/377-3632. 

ROCKFORD
La Promesse: 10 a.m.; Giovanni’s 
610 N. Bell School Road. Sponsor: 
Caritas. Proceeds for Catholic 
Charities. Theme: “A Date with 
Frank Sinatra.” Music by Ed 
Franks. Luncheon, silent auction 

and raffl es. RSVP by Sept. 11. 
Cost: $35 per person. Info: Mary 
Jo Keffer, 815/742-7844.

SYCAMORE
Faith series: 7 p.m.; St. Mary Parish 
Activity Center, 244 Waterman St. 
Last talk of “Catholic American or 
American Catholic” series. Speaker: 
Deacon James Newhouse. 
Topic: “Dual Citizenship: Heaven 
and Earth.” Free. Catechist and 
diaconate credit, babysitting, and 
rides available. Info: Leila Rivers, 
leiladre@aol.com or 815/895-3726.

Thu Sept 17
AURORA
Blue Mass: 7 p.m.; Holy Angels, 
180 S. Russell Ave. Mass offered 
for police, fi re and emergency 
medical personnel and fi rst 
responders. Sponsor: Knights of 
Columbus, Cardinal Bellarmine 
Council 4849. Everyone welcome.

ROCKFORD
Financial workshop: 9 a.m.; Holy 
Family, 4401 Highcrest Road. 
Second in a series for people who 
have lost a spouse. Speaker: Erich 
Vargaz, parishioner. Topic: “Taking 
a Financial Inventory — What Do 
I Have? What are My Choices?” 
RSVP. Info: 815/398-4280.

Parent training: 6-9 p.m.; Easter 
Seals offi ce, 650 N. Main St. For 
parents and caretakers of special 
needs children. Speaker: Roseann 
Slaght. Topic: “Finding Support in 
the Educational Rights Guide.” 
Free. Register by Sept. 10. Info: 
866/435-7842, ext. 3516; www.
fmptic.org/events/trainings

Fri Sept 18
DIXON
Tootsie Roll drive: various 
times and locations (also Sept. 
19). Sponsor: Dixon Knights of 
Columbus Council 690. Proceeds 
for developmentally disabled. 

ST. CHARLES
Called and Gifted workshop:
7-9:30 p.m. Sept. 18, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Sept. 19; St. John Neumann, 
2900 E. Main St. Learn about your 
charisms and place in God’s plan. 
Presented by Catherine of Siena 
Institute. Cost: free, but donations 
of $35 accepted. Info: www.

sjnstcharles.org; 630/377-2797, 
ext. 102; 630/465-3013

Sat Sept 19
AURORA
Romanian Fest: 3-8 p.m.; St. 
George Byzantine Catholic 
Church, 720 Rural St. Ethnic 
food, music, dancing, raffl es, 
games and more for the whole 
family event. Free admission and 
parking. Info: 630/851-4002; www.
stgeorgeaurora.org

CRYSTAL LAKE
Big Get Together: 6-10 p.m.; St. 
Thomas the Apostle, 451 W. Terra 
Cotta Ave. Fundraiser for The 
Haitian Project and Louverture 
Cleary School. Food, music and 
more. Cost: $40 per person; $75 
per couple. Info: Barbara Wheeler, 
815/245-4556, wheelsback@aol.
com; www.haitianproject.org

DIXON
Dinner and drawing: 5:30 p.m.; 
Dixon Knights of Columbus 
Council 690 Hall, 506 W. Third 
St. Steak or chicken dinner with 
fi xings. Bonanza drawing, 8 p.m. 
Cost: $13 steak dinner; $9 chicken 
dinner; $1 each Bonanza tickets. 
Info: www.kofc690.com

ST. CHARLES
St. Peter Barn Sale: 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 
(also 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Sept. 20); Kane 
County Fairgrounds, Illinois Rte. 
38 and Randall Road. Breakfast 
7 a.m. Sept. 19, 8 a.m. Sept. 
20; lunch and snacks available. 
Collectibles, appliances, furniture, 
hardware and much more. Free. 
Info: 630/232-0124, ext. 310.

Sun Sept 20
ELGIN
Our Lady devotions: 6 p.m. 
Mass Sept. 20 (also 6:30 p.m. 
Sept. 21-23); St. Joseph, 272 
Division St. Our Lady of San Juan 
de los Lagos parish visit. Masses 
in Spanish. Welcome reception, 
5:30 p.m. Sept. 20 with mariachis, 
appetizers and religious items 
available. Other activities will take 
place during the visit. 

Find more events on The Observer 
Catholic Newspaper Facebook 

page and the diocesan calendar 
page at www.rockforddiocese.org

Preparing for the Sept. 12 Taste of St. Joseph in Harvard 
are (from left)  Mary O’Neill, Fabiola Soliz, Judy, Jerry 
Hutchinson and Maria Pelayo. The event will be 11 
a.m.-6 pm. at the Starline Factory, 306 W. Front St. in 
Harvard. It will feature foods from Italy, Poland, Austria, 
America and Spain. There also will be bingo, 1-3 p.m.; 
ra�  es, entertainment, auctions and games.  For tickets 
call Judy Kruzicevich at  815/943-5446 or 815.321-2261.

McHenry Deanery

(Photo provided)

Around the Diocese



Around the Diocese

Brooke Gillum (above left) and Caroline Stumpf (above right), fourth 
graders at St. Mary School in Woodstock, take “selfies with the pope.”  
To celebrate Pope Francis’s Sept. 21-27 visit to the United States for  the 
World Meeting of Families held in Philadelphia, the school bought a 
life-size cardboard image of Pope Francis.  “Unfortunately, the real Pope 
Francis will physically not be anywhere near Woodstock, Illinois during 
his trip to the United States, so in place of his presence we have an im-

age of him that will travel around the school throughout the month of 
September,” said Gina Kranenburg, leader of the Catholic Identity Com-
mittee on Back to School Night for St. Mary. The selfies both promote 
the World Meeting of Families and the papal visit, and encourage the 
school’s families to pray together and build upon their Catholic faith.  
Principal Brenda Baldassano added that if you get just the right angle, 
it looks as if  “the pope” is giving you a blessing in your selfie.

McHenry Deanery

(Photo provided)
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Save the Date
Oct 4
ROCKFORD
Walk to Remember: 1 p.m.; YMCA 
Lodge, 200 Y Blvd. Proceeds for The 
Haven Network, supporting families 
who have lost children. Info: 815/962-
1512; www.thehavennetwork.org

Oct 5-9
AURORA
Iconongraphy workshop: 9 a.m.-
5 p.m.; St. George Byzantine 
Catholic Church, 700 Rural St. 
Icon: St. Nicholas. Instructor: Philip 
Zimmerman. Register by Sept. 28. 
Cost: $300, includes supplies. Info: 
630/851-4002

Elsewhere 
Sept 12
KANKAKEE
Dedication: 3 p.m.; new Province 
Center and Provincial Administration 
building, 2041 W. State Route 113. 
Sponsor:  The Servants of the Holy 
Heart of Mary (SSCM).

Sept 21
SINSINAWA, WIS.
Prayer for peace: Sinsinawa 
Mound, County Road Z, off 
Wisconsin Rte. 11. International Day 
of Peace service. Info: Sister Mary 
Ellen Winston, OP, 608/748-4411; 
www.sinsinawa.org

www.rockforddiocese.org/donate
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FOREVER FAMILY

True 
Love

From Book to Action —

Diocesan Group 
Founds John Paul 
II Renewal Center 
To Bring Theology 
of  the Body to Life

Jeff Galush, Jill Duran and Jack Rigert

BY PAT SZPEKOWSKI
Observer Correspondent

H ave you ever read a 
book that changed 
your life?   

Jeff Galush, a 
member of St. 
Patrick Parish 

in St. Charles, picked up “Theology 
of the Body for Beginners: A Basic 
Introduction to Pope John Paul II’s 
Sexual Revolution” by Christopher West 
more than six years ago.

He became interested in the book 
when hearing about St. John Paul’s fi rst 
major teaching project of his pontifi cate, 
“theology of the body,” in which he 
shaped how we are to understand the 
interconnection between sex and the 
Christian mystery.  

The book’s author is the world’s most 
recognized teacher of  St. John Paul II’s 
bold, biblical vision of love and sexuality. 
His works on the topic have impacted 
many people. Beyond his books and 
speaking engagements around the world, 
West is also an educator and faculty 
member at the Theology of the Body 
Institute in Pennsylvania.

 “I felt I needed to read that book 
for my marriage,” Galush said, “and it 
touched my heart and changed my life.”  

Paying it forward, Galush gave the 
book to his friend and fellow parishioner 
Jack Rigert and said, “You’ve got to read 
this.”

“When Jeff gave me the book, 
I found it to be very powerful,” 
said Rigert. “It provided a heart-
transforming message to me. Then 
I told Jeff, if they have classes 
at the Theology of the Body 
Institute, I’m going to go and tie 
up the loose ends.”  

Almost a year later, Galush 
and Rigert traveled to the 
Theology of the Body 
Institute and attended 
a week-long retreat. 

 “What we 
learned was life-
transforming,” 
Galush remembers. 
“Everything was 
explained and 
John Paul II’s 
words became so 
clear regarding the 
lasting renewal of 
marriage and the 
family. It gave us 
the vocabulary we 
needed on marriage 

and sexuality.”
While at the Institute, they met a few 

other people from the Rockford Diocese, 
including Rick Hahn. 

A few months later Galush and Rigert 
reconnected with Hahn and recognized 
the need to spread the message of St. John 
Paul II’s teachings back home. 

Thus began the journey to co-found 
the John Paul II Renewal Center in the 
Rockford Diocese. 

“Divine Providence brought us 
together,” Galush said. “It was a slow 
process of starting JP2RC but it was more 
than necessary for us to do it. 

“So many people are lost in our 
culture,” he added. “Lives are unhappy. 
There is a great need for everyone of all 
ages to know the beauty of Christ and the 
Trinity”

He added, “As the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit embrace the Trinity, so does a man 
and a woman, who through their union, 
create a new life.”

The cycle of life, love and marriage 
most certainly has its peaks and valleys. 
The grace of having an enduring 
marriage provides the ability to seek 
the answers when recognizing all of its  
strengths and weaknesses. 

The same holds true for young people 
and adults who have a deep desire and 
are searching for love. The gift and 
knowledge of fi nding authentic love 
provides the compelling answers to 
the fragility and beauty of human 

sexuality.  
“The key is to fi nd the 
source — God — and 

then give it away,” 
adds Rigert. 
“Giving 
love 
changes 

everything. It brings joy and happiness 
you never thought was possible. It opens 
the door to church and the sacraments. 
God is a love bomb!”

The founding group of JP2RC — fi ve 
Rockford Diocese parishioners,  Jeff 
Galush, Linda Pieper, Jack Rigert, Robyn 
Bachmann, and Dave Hahn — began to 
meet monthly. They made plans to raise 
funds and apply for 501c3 not for profi t 
status.  

In 2012 JP2RC was offi cially 
established and the fi ve co-founders serve 
as its board of directors.

The mission of the JP2RC is “to 
share the sacred meaning of love and 
life contained in the teachings of St. 
John Paul II, especially as presented in 
Theology of the Body.”

Its growth was accelerated 
when Jill Duran was hired as 
executive director in 2014. 

A graduate of Franciscan 
University in Steubenville, 
Ohio, with a double 
major in Theology and 
Catechetics, Duran has 
found that living the 

Catholic 
Church’s 

teaching on marriage and family life 
brings true joy, peace, and freedom.  She 
and her husband, Steve, have a young 
daughter.  

Duran’s enthusiasm and positive 
relationships with young people has 
served the organization well and has 
given JP2RC the ability now to reach 
out into parishes in the diocese to spread 
the message and evangelize with youth 
groups and adults.

Duran conducts many of the 
presentations as well as Sean Norris, 

who is a special education teacher 
and high school football coach. 

Norris is passionate about 
following St. John Paul II’s call 
to youth to “build a civilization 
of  love and truth.”

JP2RC offers a variety of 
programs for local youth and 

adults in the diocese.  
For youth ministries, several 

options are available, 
including individual 

and a series of 
discipleship 
youth nights and 
confi rmation 
retreats.  

Seminars, 
classes and 
weekend/day 
retreats are 
offered for adults.  
Selected keynote 
presentations 
are offered by 
board members of 
the John Paul II 
Renewal Center.  

Individual 
training is 
also available 
for catechists, 
volunteers and 

parents to teach 
“Theology of the 

Body” to young people in 
a way that is appropriate 
and effective.  

JP2RC leaders will also 
meet with a parish leader or 

volunteer to discuss how to 
use “Theology of the Body” at 
the parish level.

The spiritual director of the 
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Service Idea
It’s harvest time. If you have 

extra produce in your garden, 
area food banks, St. Elizabeth 
Catholic Community Center in 
Rockford, and St. Vincent de 
Paul Society parish groups may 
be able to use them to help hun-
gry people in the Rockford Dio-
cese. Call ahead before you de-
liver your extra food to be sure 
the organization can use them.

Loving God,
you teach us that the power of the Holy Spirit

means more than any human limitation or weakness.
Through our surrender to your will, 

may we bear witness to the truth
that the source of human dignity 
is not the outward condition of the body,
but our likeness to the Creator.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

—  from “Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers,” USCCB

FAMILY CORNER

’‘Let us ask the Lord, through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin, to give us 
a pure heart, free of all hypocrisy. This is the word that Jesus uses for the 
Pharisees: “hypocrites,” because they say one thing and do another. A heart 
free from all hypocrisy, thus we will be able to live according to the spirit of 
the law and accomplish its aim, which is love.

—  Pope Francis

Keep up with the latest at www.
worldmeeting2015.org/

Prayer to be a Witness

FAMILY CALENDAR

Financial Planning
September Thursdays, 9 a.m., Holy Family Parish, 4401 Highcrest Road, 
Rockford

What:  Financilal planning for couples or for those who have lost a spouse. 
Presenter: Join Erich Vargaz, Holy Family parishioner and fi nancial advisor 
Where: Parish Family Room
When: Sept 10 — Building a Better Budget
Sept. 17 — Taking a Financial Inventory - What do I have? What are my choices?
Sept. 24 — Do I have enough to do what I want to do for the rest of my life?
Info: 815/398-4280; RSVP requested so there will be enough materials. These 

sessions will be educational in nature and no sales specifi c products will be 
discussed.

Are you going to the World Meeting of Families?
Tell us about it!

We’ve heard that a few people from the Rockford Diocese may be heading 
to the East Coast to see the pope at the World Meeting of Families or at one 
of his other scheduled stops in Washington, D.C., and New York City. If you 
are going, send us your photos at observer@rockforddiocese.org. We’ll repost 
them on Facebook and use some in The Observer. 

Jill Duran, executive director of the John Paul II Renewal Center, speaks to youth min-
istry participants during the opening night of the “Law of Gift and Human Dignity” 
series recently held at St. Catherine of Siena Church in Dundee.     

(Observer photo by Sharon Boehlefeld)

(Observer photos by Dan Szpekowski)

Youth ministry members take 
part in a “selfi e scavenger hunt” 
(above and left) to start the 
evening activities. In groups 
of three, they were asked to 
be creative and take photos 
around the church to depict 24 
words, including holiness, joy 
and self-control. 

John Paul II Renewal Center is Father 
Ryan Browning, parochial vicar at St. 
Patrick Parish in St. Charles.  His own 
story and journey to the priesthood is a 
refl ection of  God’s grace at work.

Father Browning attests to the fact 
that for many years he lived a worldly 
life and was disconnected from his 
faith.  

“I attended a ‘Theology of the Body’ 
talk at my parish, Holy Cross ... in 
Batavia in 2005,” he said. “I felt like I 
just hit rock bottom in my life and then 
read Christopher West’s book, ‘God, 
Sex and the Meaning of Life.’ In 2006, I 
attended a retreat at the Theology of the 
Body Institute.” 

Father Browning continued, 
“The fl oodgates opened and I was 
transformed. Through confession and 
perpetual adoration, I knew God was 
calling me to become a priest and in 
2007 I entered the seminary.” 

Earlier this year he spoke to youth 
at the “Here I am Lord” vocations 
conference at his parish about his own 
vocation.  

“In my witness talk I was able to tell 
the kids that I’ve been there,” Father 
Browning said. 

“They’re a tough group to get 
attention, but they looked and listened 
and realized that I was tangible proof of 
God’s work,” he said.

Learn More
“Theology of the Body” 

and St. John Paul II’s teach-
ing on life and love in the 
divine plan, as well as infor-
mation about the John Paul 
II Renewal Center, is avail-
able at jp2renew.org.



News in Brief
Nation / World

Church Agencies Highlight Growing 
Urgency of  Europe’s Refugee Crisis

OXFORD, England (CNS)—
Catholic aid agencies have 
urged Europeans not to turn 
against migrants seeking ref-
uge from Syria and other coun-
tries, in what media reports 
describe as the continent’s 
greatest refugee movement 
since World War II.

“The crisis in Syria is now 
in its fifth year, and the neigh-
boring countries where we’ve 
been providing assistance are 
running out of resources,” said 
Kim Pozniak, communications 
officer for Catholic Relief Ser-
vices, the Baltimore-based U.S. 
bishops’ international relief 
and development agency. She 
said countries such as Leba-
non and Turkey are sheltering 
3.5 million Syrians and “can 

no longer carry the burden of 
sheer numbers.”

“People have realized they 
won’t be going home and 
turned to the European Union 
for longer-term solutions. 
While they’ve been shown 
compassion in some countries, 
this hasn’t been the case every-
where. These people aren’t just 
migrating to Europe in search 
of a better life for their chil-
dren: They’re fleeing to protect 
them and save their lives, and 
this is something everyone can 
relate to,” she said.

European Union foreign 
ministers met in Brussels to 
discuss new responses to the 
crisis Sept. 4, and the govern-
ment of Hungary attempted to 
control thousands of migrants 

camped at a railway station in 
the capital, Budapest.

Pozniak told Catholic News 
Service Sept. 3 that CRS and 
other Catholic agencies had 
given migrants food and wa-
ter, as well as medical and le-
gal help, on the main routes 
through Albania, Bulgaria, 
Greece, Macedonia and Serbia.

She added that church-
backed organizations would 
aid all refugees without distinc-
tion, after some East European 
bishops called for priority to be 
given to Christians.

“The church doesn’t distin-
guish between faiths and reli-
gions — we assist everyone on 
the basis of needs, whatever their 
background,” Pozniak told CNS. 

Caritas Europa said in a 
statement that migrants, asy-
lum-seekers and refugees were 
protected by international hu-
man rights law, and it called on 
the European Union to “con-
tribute to such protection.”

In Austria, where Caritas is 
helping 17,000 refugees and 
providing housing for 5,000, Vi-
enna Cardinal Christoph Schon-
born said Europeans could no 
longer “look the other way” 
when confronted with their con-
tinent’s “greatest humanitarian 
challenge” in decades.

Doctors Try to Follow Conscience
ROME (CNS)—When St. 

John Paul II called for con-
scientious objection against 
laws legitimizing abortion and 
euthanasia 20 years ago, one 
Catholic doctor never imagined 

the struggle 
and sacri-
fice to carry 
out that duty 
would last for 
so long.

Dr. Rob-
ert Walley, 
a British ob-
stetrician and 
gynecologist 

who founded and heads Mater-
Care International, organized 
the group’s very first world 
conference in Rome in 2001 on 
the question of conscience in 
maternal healthcare. 

To address the ongoing di-
lemma, MaterCare held its 10th 
international conference in 
Rome Aug. 31-Sept. 4 to look 
at the problem of discrimination 

against Catholic obstetricians, 
gynecologists, midwives, medi-
cal students and health care staff 
when they object to training 
and procedures that go against 
their beliefs. Part of the World 
Federation of Catholic Medical 
Associations, MaterCare was 
founded in 1995 to serve moth-
ers and their children.

“In 1973, I had three choices” 
while practicing under Britain’s 
state-run National Health Sys-
tem: do the abortions, change 
his specialization or leave the 
country, Walley said. “So we 
left and went to Canada” to 
start life over with his wife and 
seven children to support.

While he was “prepared to 
accept that cross,” he said he 
felt he did not receive enough 
support or encouragement 
from the church and feels med-
ical professionals who become 
conscientious objectors are still 
“basically on our own.”

Catholic doctors need en-

couragement, he told Catholic 
News Service Sept. 1, because 
there is “an enormous amount 
of apathy and fear” about jeop-
ardizing their job, career, repu-
tation or even face jail time or 
fines if they follow their con-
science or take a public stand. 

Once upon a time, doctors 
and health care providers “had 
a covenant relationship with our 
patients” to respect and protect 
their health and life. “Now it 
is purely contractual, you must 
provide a service” based on an 
individual’s or institution’s de-
mands, and if doctors don’t do 
it, they can be sued. “The whole 
of medicine is being turned up-
side down. ‘Do no harm’ is be-
ing thrown out the door for ex-
pediency,” he said.

Walley said MaterCare In-
ternational is now offering in-
structional webinars and other 
opportunities for networking 
and support online and on so-
cial media.
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Contemplate, give thanks, protect: 
Pope Francis prays for creation
VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Leading prayers for the safeguarding of 

creation, Pope Francis prayed 
that people would learn to con-
template God in the beauty of 
the universe, give thanks and 
protect all life. During an evening 
celebration of the World Day of 
Prayer for the Care of Creation, 
the pope prayed that God would 
“enlighten the lords of power and 
money so they would not fall into 
indifference, but would love the 
common good, encourage the 
weak and care for the world in 
which we live.” Pope Francis an-
nounced in August that the Cath-
olic Church would join the Ortho-
dox Church in marking the prayer 
day Sept. 1 each year. In his 
opening prayer, he asked God to 
fill people with a desire “to pro-
tect every life, to prepare a bet-
ter future so that your kingdom of 
justice, people, love and beauty 
would come.” Although the pope 
led the service in St. Peter’s Ba-

silica, he asked the preacher of the papal household, Capuchin 
Father Raniero Cantalamessa, to give the homily.

Rabbi White dies, was first 
full-time rabbi in Catholic campus ministry
WASHINGTON (CNS)—Rabbi Harold White, whose hiring in 1968 
by Georgetown University was hailed then as the first time a rabbi 
had been hired to a full-time campus ministry position by a U.S. 
Catholic university, died Aug. 31. He was 83. Rabbi White stayed 
at Georgetown for four decades officially, “but he never really left,” 
John Borelli, special assistant to the president for Interreligious 
Initiatives at Georgetown, said Sept. 1. The rabbi’s hiring by the 
Jesuit college was “truly an implementation of Vatican II and ‘Nos-
tra Aetate’ at the time to have a full-time active rabbi on campus, 
interacting with students, being part of campus life, part of campus 
ministry life, and a university getting comfortable with the pres-
ence of a rabbi and the perspective he brings to so many things 
on a university campus,” Borelli told Catholic News Service. “Nos-
tra Aetate” is the Second Vatican Council’s decree on ecumenical 
and interfaith relations, which was promulgated by Pope Paul VI in 
1965. “Over his four decades of teaching and ministry at George-
town, Harold served as a rabbi not only for our Jewish students 
but for countless students from other faith traditions,” said a Sept. 
1 email to CNS from Jesuit Father Kevin O’Brien, Georgetown vice 
president for mission and ministry. “As a student in the ‘80s and 
now as a Jesuit priest at Georgetown, I am a better Catholic, priest 
and person for knowing and learning from Rabbi White.”

(CNS photo/Paul Haring)

Dr. Robert 
Walley

Coty’s
UNIQUE COOKING & CATERING

Catering for weddings, 
corporate events, 
parties, and other 
special occassions 
including optional 
venue available at the 
Traditional Wellness 
Center in Dixon, IL

Monthly five course 
dinners featuring global 
cousine at the Traditional 
Wellness Center

Book your event or 
monthly dinner by 
calling Coty McGinn 
at 815.973.5117

Quality Fresh Food For Your Special Event!

cotymcginn@hotmail.com

Serving
Northwest

Illinois

(CNS photo/Paul Haring) 

Pope Francis leads an evening 
prayer service to mark World Day 
of Prayer for the Care of Creation 
in St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican 
Sept. 1. 

(CNS photo/Bernadett Szabo, Reuters)

Migrants storm into a train at the Keleti train station in Budapest, Hun-
gary, Sept. 3, as Hungarian police withdrew from the gates after two 
days of blocking their entry. 

(CNS photo/Reuters) 

Aylan Kurdit, a 3-year old migrant 
from Syria, who drowned in a 
failed attempt to sail to the Greek 
island of Kos, lies on the shore 
Sept. 2 in the Turkish coastal town 
of Bodrum.



NEW YORK (CNS)—Pope 
Francis will get a glimpse of 
leafy Central Park and thou-
sands of waving New Yorkers 
Sept. 25 when he makes “a his-
toric procession” through the 
urban landmark, according to 
the city’s mayor. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced Sept 1 the pope will 
ride along the West Drive of 
the park on his way to celebrate 
Mass at Madison Square Gar-
den, which is set for 6 p.m. 

“We are grateful to the arch-
diocese for their cooperation in 
giving even more New Yorkers 
a chance to join in this historic 
visit,” de Blasio said in a state-
ment. “The procession through 
Central Park will give thou-
sands of New Yorkers an op-
portunity to come face to face 
with Pope Francis.” 

Admission to the route will 
be limited to New York state 

residents and tickets will be 
distributed through an online 
giveaway contest. The mayor’s 
offi ce said people interested in 
applying for a pair of tickets 

can visit the city’s website at 
nyc.gov/papalvisit or call 311 in 
New York from Sept. 3 to Sept. 
7 to enter the contest. Winners 
will be notifi ed Sept. 10.
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Byzantine monk answers 
Facebook by legally changing his name 
ST. NAZIANZ, Wis. (CNS)—What’s in a name? To Father Moses 
Wright, known to friends on Facebook as Hierodeacon Moses, it’s 
his identity as a Byzantine monk, given to him when he professed 
his vows on Aug. 15, 1994. On Aug. 12 Father Moses received a 
notification when he logged on to Facebook and was told he had 
to change his name in order to comply with their regulations on au-
thentic identities. His profile name changed from Hierodeacon Mo-
ses to his given name, Michael Wright. “People, when they saw my 
secular name on Facebook, they began to ask, ‘Why did you leave 
the monastery?’ I had to go on and explain what happened,” he 
said. On Aug. 13, he posted: “Thanks Facebook! After 21 years of 
using my monastic name, and never officially changing it, today I 
will petition the State of Wisconsin to ‘OFFICIALLY’ become Monk 
Moses.” He then drove to the Manitowoc County Courthouse to 
begin the process. A post that afternoon let friends know: “Name 
change paperwork filed! Take that Facebook bullies!” If he re-
ceives the judge’s approval, his legal name will be Abouna Moses. 
Abouna is an Arabic word for father, said Father Moses.

Church supports Indians on nationwide strike
NEW DELHI (CNS)—The Catholic Church in India supported 
some 150 million workers on a nationwide strike that shut down 
factories, banks, traffic and government offices across India Sept. 
2. Workers across India are upset about labor policies of the gov-
ernment that they say are detrimental to the welfare of workers, 
said Bishop Oswald Lewis of Jaipur, head of the Indian bishops’ 
labor office. “The church is in solidarity with striking workers be-
cause we are concerned about their welfare,” the bishop told 
ucanews.com, adding that all Catholic forums in the country are 
supporting the strike. Demands range from an enforcement of ba-
sic labor laws and universal social security coverage for workers to 
measures to contain rising prices and unemployment.

Pope visits optician in Rome’s 
shopping district, catches crowd’s eye 
ROME (CNS)—Pope Francis created a spectacle when he head-
ed to Rome’s posh shopping 
district to make a surprise visit 
to his optician. Romans and tour-
ists crowded outside Alessandro 
Spiezia’s shop on Via del Babuino 
near Piazza di Spagna to catch a 
glimpse of the pope inside as he 
had his eyes measured for a new 
set of bifocal lenses. According 
to Spiezia, the pope wanted to 
keep his old frames, which he 
bought from Spiezia last year, 
and just change the lenses with 
a new prescription for his far-
sightedness. According to an 
interview with The Associated 
Press, Spiezia was going to go 
to the Vatican for the fitting, but 
the pope had said he didn’t want 
Spiezia to make the trip and that 
he would go to Via del Babuino. 
Pope Francis again insisted he 
pay the full cost, according to 
ANSA. Spiezia said he hopes to 
have the new lenses put in soon and deliver the glasses in person 
to the pope at the Vatican before he leaves for Cuba and the U.S.

Nation / World

Pope Adds Trip Through Central Park

‘Simple Weekday Mass’ 
For 20,000 Planned 

NEW YORK (CNS)—A 
“simple weekday Mass” is in the 
works when Pope Francis cel-
ebrates the liturgy with 20,000 
people at Madison Square Gar-
den during his U.S. visit.

“Simple” takes on a new di-
mension when the pope is the 
celebrant and the congregation 
clears security checkpoints 
hours before the opening notes 
of the entrance hymn at the 
Sept. 25 celebration.

“In substance, every Mass 
is the same. This one is a little 
bit more elaborate,” New York 
Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan 
said of the archdiocese’s plan-
ning effort Sept. 2.

The liturgical option for the 
day is the Mass for Peace and 
Justice, Cardinal Dolan said, 
explaining that the choice re-
fl ects the “high emphasis Pope 
Francis puts on this, and be-
cause that day he will be at the 
United Nations and also visit 
two sites in the archdiocese de-
voted to that.”

“The readings and prayers 

are a given,” Cardinal Dolan 
said. But the music, the gifts, 
the intercessions, the readers 
and other elements have been 
carefully selected to represent 
the diverse “languages, fami-
lies, apostolates, parishes and 
ministries of this vast region,” 
he said.

Father Matthew Ernest, di-
rector of the archdiocesan Of-
fi ce of Liturgy, told Catholic 
News Service, that some of 
the liturgical options selected 
“will make it more like a sim-
ple weekday Mass,” including 
eliminating the Gloria and the 
Creed and using only one read-
ing before the Gospel.

Father Ernest said the fi rst 
reading will be in Spanish, the 
Gospel will be sung in English, 
and Pope Francis will offer the 
second eucharistic prayer in 
Latin. He is expected to preach 
the homily in English and 
Spanish. Intercessions will be 
made in English, Spanish, Pol-
ish, Gaelic, German Tigrinya 
and Italian.

(CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz)

Fourth-grader Noah Rodriguez of St. Ann School in New York’s Har-
lem community is interviewed by radio reporter Marla Diamond 
outside the school Sept. 1. Rodriguez is among six St. Ann’s stu-
dents who will meet Pope Francis when he visits their neighbor-
hood Sept. 25. 

(CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz)

Youths play with a Frisbee in Central Park in New York City Sept. 1, the 
day city offi cials announced plans that Pope Francis’ motorcade will 
travel through the park Sept. 25, allowing tens of thousands additional 
people to see the pontiff. 

News in Brief

(CNS photo/EPA)

A large crowd gathers around 
Pope Francis outside an optical 
store in downtown Rome Sept. 3. 

BALTIMORE (CNS) — Pope 
Francis’ Sept. 1 announcement 
that priests worldwide will be 
able to absolve women for the 
sin of abortion will have little 
effect on pastoral practices in 
the United States and Canada, 
where most priests already 
have such authority in the sac-
rament of reconciliation. 

“It is my understanding that 
the faculty for the priest to lift 
the ‘latae sententiae’ excommu-
nication for abortion is almost 
universally granted in North 
America,” said Don Clemmer, 
interim director of media rela-
tions for the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops. 

“Latae sententiae” is a Latin 
term in canon law that means 
excommunication for certain 
crimes, including involvement 
in abortion, is automatic. 

Clemmer said most bishops 
granted permission to absolve 
those sins when giving priests 
faculties to minister in their lo-
cal church.

Absolutions 
Nothing New 
In U.S., Canada

cago, who will work with the 
-

cal community,” he said. “Also, 

having three full time, highly 

experienced catechetical pro-

fessionals will make our ser-
fessionals will make our ser-
fessionals will make our ser

vice more equitable to all of the 

deaneries.”
For the most part, the RDREs 

will be on the road, visiting 

parishes to mentor, advise 

and provide resources to par-
and provide resources to par-
and provide resources to par

ish catechetical leaders, many 

of whom are part time and 

stretched to keep their cat

echetical programs moving 

forward. 
They will be offering cat-

forms. 
They will also assist in the 

religious formation of Catholic 

school teachers and youth min-

isters. 

“This is a long anticipated re-

structuring,” McGrath said, 

“but it is much needed and will 

boost the quality of cateche-

sis and evangelization in par-
sis and evangelization in par-
sis and evangelization in par

ishes throughout the diocese. 

These three regional directors 

are ready to make a significant 

contribution in the way we 

share and grow in our faith.”

Formation beginning

In addition to parish religious 

education and youth ministry 

programs, the diocesan Catho

Ministry Formation is a two-

year program for Catholic lay 

men and women with at least 

a high school education who 

want to:
noffer leadership in an area 

of ministry,
ndeepen spiritual aware

ness,
n enhance theological 

knowledge, and
ndevelop pastoral skills for a 

particular area of ministry. 

Classes are held monthly on 

one Saturday and one Tuesday 

evening September through 

May at sites in McHenry, Au

rora and Rockford. Classes be

ceorockford.com/ed/

 Y 
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80 years of The Observer. 
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Faith Forum

Christians must have a sober awareness of what the 
tragic legal decisions regarding same-sex marriage 
will mean for them and Christianity itself. Sadly, it 
seems, many Christians seem relatively unbothered 
by these decisions, or even, inexplicably, have 
supported them. Perhaps some are more concerned 
about fitting in with the latest societal trends than 
with standing for God’s truth about marriage or 
perhaps they don’t yet see the very real ramifications. 

Regardless, there are several reasons why 
Christians should and must continue to oppose 
same-sex marriage if they truly believe what 
Christianity teaches and value the Church’s voice in 
society.

The first is love. Loving someone means wanting 
what is truly good for them — both now and forever 
(never overlooking that “forever” part). 

Loving someone who struggles with this attraction 
would never involve condoning their acting on it 
— doing so would be to oppose a clear moral truth. 
I would be condoning what has always been (and 
always will be) seriously wrong. I would not only be 
supporting someone in their sin, and sharing in the 
guilt, but would fail in my Christian duty to love. 

Interestingly, many who support same-sex 
marriage claim “love” as their motivation. Doing so 
completely misunderstands love and opposes what 
Jesus actually taught about love. 

Love never condones sin and would never 
encourage someone to jeopardize their relationship 
with God for a relationship with another person (see 
Mt 18:8-9). After all, not every human relationship 
is compatible with God’s law. Human desire cannot 
change God’s design for human nature.

Marriage itself is also seriously affected. Marriage 
has held such a prominent role in society and has 
been protected by civil and religious laws because of 
the unique and irreplaceable role it plays. 

Many relationships are important, but only true 
marriage offers what marriage offers. It is the 
“backbone of civilization” (as St. John Paul II and 
others have noted). 

Only marriage between man and woman forms 
the natural and intended place for new life to come 
into the world, and only it bears the very image of 
our Trinitarian God. Only there can one be raised 
by both a mother and a father who uniquely and 

irreplaceably 
become models of 
natural masculinity, 
femininity 
and lifelong 
commitment. 

A civilization that 
understands and 
protects this unique 

and invaluable institution is one that survives and 
flourishes. One which fails to defend it or extol its 
unique contributions becomes one without a solid 
foundation on which to build. We need not look far 
to see how the disintegration of the natural family 
results in poor consequences for society. 

To elevate any other relationship to the status 
of marriage which is not by nature marriage, and 
cannot therefore offer what only marriage does, is a 
failure to defend civilization’s true foundation and 
knowingly or unknowingly work toward its ultimate 
demise. Society is not strengthened by failing to 
recognize and defend that upon which it depends.

Finally, the effects on religious liberty are 
devastating. If same-sex relationships are considered 
marriage by law, then anyone who disagrees 
becomes a target. 

Inevitably laws are passed making it illegal to 
speak against such unions. Schools must teach 
curriculums which treat all relationships as equal. 
Religious institutions or businesses are subject to 
lawsuits or penalties if they disagree. Opposition 
is quickly opposed and stamped out (so much for 
tolerance). 

Accepting “same-sex marriage” means eradicating 
meaningful Christian influence in society (some 
would claim this is not unintended). Replacing it will 
be a godless secularism and at best only an impotent 
and faux Christian voice permitted to say only what 
a hostile law allows. 

The true foundation for human flourishing 
is replaced by a fictitious promise for societal 
advancement. However, human society cannot truly 
advance without God’s presence, since He is the 
origin and goal of humanity. This matters for anyone 
who believes that Jesus is the Way, the Truth and 
Life, and that only He can save us.
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What Difference Does It Make?
Ethically  Speaking

by Father Kenneth 
Wasilewski
Diocesan Ethicist

kwasilewski@rockforddiocese.org

By Jean DenTOn 
Catholic News Service

I’ve known Mack since he was 11 years old — 
that’s 44 years. He grew up in a faithful, practicing 
Catholic family, much younger than his four older 
brothers and sisters. He was a young teenager when 
things started unraveling at home, largely due to 
alcoholism in the family.

He was well on his way to being an alcoholic 
himself by the time he was 20. He fell in with some 
unsavory colleagues, was involved in a few violent 
encounters and quickly flunked out of college. 
Soon afterward, his father died and he continued 
a lifestyle of uneven employment, social isolation, 
minor arrests and alcohol abuse.

For a while, it seemed that he was trying to 
address his situation by periodically participating 
in substance abuse programs and reconnecting with 
family members. He also held — by the thinnest 
thread — to his faith.

He was hanging on to Jesus’ call, recollected in 
the Gospel for this Sunday, to bear the cross life had 
handed him and hope in the promise that in joining 
his own troubles to Christ’s suffering, he also would 
find peace through Him.

However, it later became obvious that alcoholism 
was at the root of his problems, as Mack grew 
increasingly isolated. Lately, it appears that he has 
accepted a life of constant hardship — remaining 

homeless, barely employed and alcoholic.
But he has let go of his faith.
He continues to pick up his cross, but he no longer 

holds to the second part of Jesus’ exhortation — to 
follow Him.

It’s the second part that makes all the difference. 
Peter didn’t get it either when Jesus said that he’d 
have to suffer. But Jesus explained further that, 
yes, everyone has suffering, but if you “follow me” 
through your suffering, you’ll also follow Him to 
resurrection. That means one must cling to the life 
of Christ, being centered on goodness and trust in 
God, all the way to resurrection. Not easy in the 
middle of serious strife.

Mack’s friends and family hope that he will reach 
out again for that thin thread of faith in Christ that 
once held him. They hope he will find the right 
direction in which to follow Jesus while carrying 
his cross through to resurrection.

How do you go about following Christ when you 
are struggling or suffering? How does that affect you 
in such situations?

Hang On ... Even by a Thread
“I was brought low and he saved me.”

— Psalm 116:6

© 2015 Diocese of Fort Worth

Word to Life: Sept. 13, 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

In a Nutshell

From its earliest days the Christian 
community knew the Holy Spirit as the one 
making Jesus present in the world after His 
ascension.

The Acts of the Apostles shows the Spirit 
drawing near and enabling Jesus’ followers 
to continue Christ’s work courageously, 
despite persecution.

“I will not leave you orphans,” Jesus 
promised the Apostles at the Last Supper. 
Speaking of the Spirit, Jesus said in the 
Gospel of John that he would ask his Father 
to send an “Advocate to be with you always.”

 (CNS photo/Ana Rodriguez-Soto, The Florida Catholic)

mailto:kwasilewski@rockforddiocese.org


When it comes to living our faith and imitating Jesus, there 
are a lot of things we can do on a day-to-day basis. 

First, we can become more aware of the world around us. 
And then we can …
 Pray for the pedestrians, bicyclists and motorcyclists we 

see as we drive around.
 Beg for God to have 

mercy on all involved with the 
sirens we hear.
 Pray for peace and 

calm to prevail when we see 
someone pulled over for a 
ticket.
 Spiritually adopt children. 

We can say a quick prayer for 
a child we notice or we can remember and pray for them in an 
ongoing way, perhaps giving them a name to make it easier to 
do so. God will know who “Kaitlin” and “the pale boy” are 
when we pray for them.
 Share our garden produce with others — those at work or 

with elderly or apartment-dwelling friends or with our busy 
neighbor who can’t keep up a garden.
 Feed the birds. The Bible says that God provides them 

with their food. As His servants, we can help with that work, 
especially since so many acres have been plowed and paved 
and stripped of all the plants that would otherwise provide 
them with seeds and fruits.
 Water the birds — we serve the Lord as we provide fresh 

water each day for His critters.
 Plant fl owers that nourish butterfl ies and bees, and maybe 

even a humming bird.
 Pay attention to see if someone is following us through a 

door, and hold it for them with a smile.
 Call someone we suspect might be down in the dumps, 

and just listen.
 Support a struggling college student with a check or a box 

of goodies.
 Contribute to a well-run national or international 

charitable agency to help refugees or others who are struggling 
to survive with dignity.
 Volunteer at a local agency that serves the poor, the ill, the 

elderly or those in crisis.
 Attend a weekday Mass and offer it up for someone in our 

families.
 Etc., etc.
Second, in order to imitate Christ we also need to work on 

our selves. God will be more than happy to help us with this 
diffi cult-but-somehow-satisfying inner work.

The Gospels and the saints teach us that we can’t hold onto 
God if we are overly tied to anything or anyone else. And so, 
we must practice detachment in order to make more room in 
our hearts for God, with the goal of giving Him our whole 
heart. 

We can begin by asking what besides God is important to us. 
It is easiest to start with physical things — perhaps a food, or a 
TV show, or whatever else God seems to point to. Say a prayer 
and pick one, and give it up for a month. If you still feel a 
strong desire for it, give it up for another month … continuing 
on until you can honestly say that it does not have a hold on 
you.

Then look around and see what else has a place in your heart 
— and practice stepping back from that as well.

Detaching from people does not mean abandoning our 
families and friends. It is a matter of turning them over to 
God who loves them better than we can. It also is a matter of 
putting God fi rst, clinging to Him in our hearts, and learning 
to love others with His love. Again, God will help and, as with 
physical attachments, we’ll fi nd we can love the world and 
each other with greater freedom and devotion as this process 
goes on.

Always, of course, there is more to be done — including 
giving God our plans, goals, hopes, dreams, fears, sorrows and 
such. God wants all of it. He wants all of us!

As we chip away at the inner and outer work of imitating 
Him, Jesus will walk with us — dwelling with all who devote 
themselves to that give-Him-everything goal. 

Viewpoints

All for Him

Mark International 
Day of Peace 

September is the celebra-
tion of the International Day of 
Peace. 

Sept. 21 was declared by the 
United Nations as a day devoted 
to strengthening the ideals of 
peace, both within and among 
all nations and peoples, a cessa-
tion of hostilities during the day, 
and to otherwise commemorate 
the day through education and 
public awareness on issues re-
lated to peace. 

The International Day of 
Peace offers an opportunity for 
the world to pause, refl ect and 
consider how best to break the 
vicious cycle of violence that 
confl ict creates. 

Many people have written 
about the effectiveness of active 
nonviolence as a response to 
violence. Nonviolence is a cre-
ative power for justice and the 
well-being of all that uses nei-
ther passivity nor violence. 

Perfect examples of the use of 
nonviolence include the actions 

of Mahatma Ghandi, Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and most re-
cently Malala Yousafzai. 

Nonviolent actions are acts of 
civil resistance that have helped 
subvert violence in the form of 
sit-ins, boycotts, peaceful dem-
onstrations and walks, to name 
just a few. 

Erica Chenoweth, Ph.D., is 
associate professor at the Josef 
Korbel School of International 
Studies at the University of 
Denver and an associate senior 
researcher at the Peace Re-
search Institute of Oslo. In her 
recent book “Why Civil Re-
sistance Works: The Strategic 
Logic of Nonviolent Confl ict” 
(New York, NY: Columbia Uni-
versity Press, August 2011), she 
and co-author Maria J. Stephan 
state that nonviolence resistance 
defi es consensus. 

Between 1900 and 2006, 
campaigns of nonviolent resis-
tance were more than twice as 
effective as their violent coun-
terparts. Attracting impressive 
support from citizens that helps 
separate regimes from their 

main sources of power, these 
campaigns have produced re-
markable results, even in the 
contexts of Iran, the Palestinian 
Territories, the Philippines, and 
Burma.

Learn more about what you 
can do to promote peace and 
nonviolence in your own life. 
Visit www.ClintonFranciscans.
com. Then join The Sisters of 
St. Francis to commemorate the 
IDOP by participating in the 
Stop the Hate/Show The Love 
Walk on Sept. 17, followed by 
watching the movie “A Force 
More Powerful” at 6:30 p.m. at 
The Canticle. 

On Friday, Sept. 18, come 
back to The Canticle and lis-
ten to speakers talk about their 
perspective of peace and non-
violence and how each of us can 
achieve this in our own lives. 

The public is invited to all of 
these free events. 

Lori Freudenberg
Community Outreach 
Director, Franciscan 

Peace Center
Clinton, Iowa

From Our Readers

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 

speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

— The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

To send letters to us please use one of the following: 

Mail: The Observer, 
The Diocese of Rockford
555 Colman Center Drive  
P.O. Box 7044
Rockford, IL 61125

Fax: 815/399-6225

Email: 
observer@rockforddiocese.org 
(Please put Letter to the Editor 
in the subject line.)

Please provide your name, 
address, and phone number. 
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Person in the Pew
by Amanda 
Hudson
Observer News Editor

ahudson@rockforddiocese.org

Did You Know?

U.S. Census and other demographic data show:
 In 2020, the percentage of Hispanic Catholics will 

be about even with non-Hispanic white Catholics 
in the U.S. In the Rockford Diocese, it has already 
reached that level.

 Hispanics represent 71 percent of the U.S. Catholic 

population growth since the 1960s.
 About two-thirds of school-age Catholic children in 

the U.S. are Latino.
 About 4,500 U.S. parishes have a form of Hispanic 

ministry mostly oriented to immigrants.

Sources: CNS, Rockford Diocese 

mailto:ahudson@rockforddiocese.org
mailto:observer@rockforddiocese.org
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For the Record

If you or someone you know has been the victim of sexual abuse by 
an employee or member of the clergy of the Rockford Diocese, report 
the matter to law enforcement in the county in which the conduct oc-
curred and then please call the hot-line number:  815/293-7540.  

Parish offices may forward death and wedding information 
using forms at http://observer.rockforddiocese.org/contact-us. 
You may also request announcement postcards by calling 
815/399-4300, ext. 383. We encourage you to send the 
information as soon as you receive it. Thank you.

Deaths 
AMBOY—St. Patrick: Douglas 
Foster, 76, Aug. 10;
AURORA—Holy Angels: 
Mary C. Mahoney, 104, Aug. 18; 
Thomas C. McGehee, 79, Aug. 
21; Dorothy Knara, 92, Aug. 27;
ELBURN—St. Gall: George 
Horna, 71, Aug. 28; 
MCHENRY—St. Patrick: Mi-
chael Niska, 69, Aug. 12; Mi-
chael Schimming, 58, Aug. 13; 
Rosalyn Sullivan, 86, Aug. 22; 
John “Jack” Rogers, 85, Aug.23;
ROCKFORD—St. Anthony of 
Padua: Karen Pegoraro Brad-
ford, 59, Aug. 28;
St. Bernadette: Mary Korten-
dick, 91, June 25; Robert J. 
Thornton, Jr., 90, July 26; Albert 
Labunski, 97, July 31; Annette 
Wickenden, 53, Aug. 8; Angela 
Ciulla, 89, Aug. 12; Marietta 
Schopf, 90, Aug. 19; Sophie Da-
meika, 97, Aug. 20; Lillian Sola, 
90, Aug. 23; Josephine Guarino, 
93, Aug. 25; 
ST. CHARLES—St. John 
Neumann: Catherine M. Grzy-

wa, 86, Aug. 21;
STERLING—St. Mary: Thom-
as J. Razo, 75, Aug. 28.

Weddings 
FREEPORT—St. Thomas Aqui-
nas: Amy Leigh Petta and Trent 
David Merrill, Aug. 29;
ST. CHARLES—St. John Neu-
mann: Susan Jania and Brett 
Foley, Aug. 22; Anna DiFruscolo 
and Tim Reinert, Aug. 29.

Stewardship Moment
Disciples of Christ: Christian 
stewardship includes most of 
the graces and virtues of the 
Christlike life we should lead 
to be disciples of Christ. It is a 
partnership with God. It is de-
voting time, talent, possessions 
and life to the doing of God’s 
will. This is the commitment of a 

faithful steward. 
Courtesy of Parish Publications 

“Stewardship” newsletter

Mass Meditation 
Sunday, Sept. 13 (24th Ordi-
nary): In the second reading, 
St. James (1:17) has harsh 
words for those who do not put 
their faith into action. May we be 
such good stewards of God’s 
gifts to us that we can never 
be accused of having “faith that 
does nothing in practice.”

Courtesy of Sharon Hueckel 

Life Moment
Pray: For all grandparents, that 
they may experience the joy of 
family, the blessing of health, 
and the gift of gratitude.

Courtesy of www.priestsforlife.org

From page 1
Immaculate Conception and 
the University Mall at The 
Catholic University of Ameri-
ca. It will be during this Mass 
that the Holy Father will can-
onize Blessed Junipero Serra. 

Bishop Malloy will return to 
the Rockford Diocese while the 
pope continues his trip in New 
York and Philadelphia.

He will close the World Meet-
ing of Families with a Mass 
Sept. 27 at Benjamin Franklin 

Parkway.
Visit www.rockforddiocese.

org to find out how to follow 
Bishop Malloy as he meets 
Pope Francis and for links to 
live coverage of the Papal Visit 
to the U.S.

Bishop Malloy Represents Region 7 at Papal Visit

http://observer.rockforddiocese.org/contact-us
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By ShArOn BOehlefeld 
Features Editor

When John Thavis retired, 
the former Vatican bureau chief 
for Catholic News Service took 
us behind the scenes at the 
Holy See in his first book, “The 
Vatican Diaries.”

In his second book, “The 
Vatican Prophecies,” he’s tak-
ing us behind the scenes of “In-
vestigating Supernatural Signs, 
Apparitions and Miracles in 
the Modern Age.”

And Thavis’ second book is 
also the second selection for 
The Observer Book Club’s One 
Diocese, One Book program.

Scheduled for release Sept. 
15, “The Vatican Prophecies”  
talks about relics, such as cloth 
used by Padre Pio, Therese of 
Liseux and others, and how 
people view them.

It also discusses apparations, 
including the differences in 
Church attitudes toward the 
widely acclaimed visits of Mary 
to Medjugorje in Bosnia-Herze-
govina and the less well known, 
but officiallly recognized, visits 
of Mary to Adele Brise  near 
Campion, Wisconsin. 

But, as with his first book, 
Thavis doesn’t just tell the sur-
face story. He looks at the con-
troversies and debates about 
these phenomena within the 
Church.

For example, Thavis tells us 
about Pope Benedict XVI’s 
concerns about how modern 

technology can spread word of 
potential apparitions or mira-
cles before the Church can deal 
with them properly.

Thavis goes on to discuss a 
Vatican document outlining 
procedures for local bishops to 
examine such claims. 

“The document advised 
that,” Thavis writes, “given the 
speed of modern communica-
tion and the ease of interna-
tional travel, church authorities 
might need to act more quickly 
and decisively when faced with 
an alleged apparition or simi-
lar supernatural occurrence. ... 
The document spelled out when 
responsibility for discernment 
should pass from a local bishop 
to regional or national confer-
ences of bishops and, in rare 
cases, to the Vatican itself.”

Thavis, a Minnesota native, 
spent 30 years in Italy with his 
wife, Lauren, and their three 
children who were all born and 
raised in Rome.

In addition to working for 

the Catholic News Service, he 
also reported for the Associat-
ed Press, ABC News and Wine 
Spectator, according to his 
website (www.johnthavis.com).

His travels with Pope St. 
John Paul II and Pope Benedict 
XVI took him to more than 60 
countries. 

Thavis has reported on reli-
gion stories from Europe, the 
Middle East and Africa. 

He served three years as 
president of the Association 
of International Journalists 
Accredited to the Vatican, the 
only American elected to the 
position. 

He has won numerous jour-
nalistic awards, including the 
Clarion Award from the Catho-
lic Academy of Communica-
tions Professionals, and the St. 
Francis de Sales Award from 
the Catholic Press Association. 

He has lectured on Vatican 
affairs in the United States and 
Europe.

When Pope Benedict XVI 
announced his plans to retire, 
Thavis had recently done the 
same. But he was pressed into 
service as a commentator for 
ABC television during the con-
clave that elected Pope Francis.

Look for more information  about 
this year’s One Diocese, One Book 

program and a reader’s guide 
for “The Vatican Prophecies” at 

The Observer Book Club website, 
http://observer.rockforddiocese.

org/book-club-blog.

‘The Vatican Prophecies’ Is the 
New One Diocese, One Book Pick
Veteran Journalist John Thavis Explores Modern Day Miracles

(Photos provided)

“The Vatican Prophecies: Investi-
gating Supernatural Signs, Appa-
ritions and Miracles in the Mod-
ern Age” by John Thavis. Viking 
(New York, 2015).  275 pp; $27.95.

“The Vatican Diaries: A Behind-
the-Scenes Look at the Power, 
Personalities and Politics at the 
Heart of the Catholic Church” by 
John Thavis. Penguin Group (New 
York, 2013). 321 pp; $27.95 hard-
cover; (2014) with new afterward 
about the transition from Pope 
Benedict XVI to Pope Francis, 
$17.00.

At the Movies

L
R

‘Catholic Mass’ 
Sundays at 6:30 a.m. on WREX-TV,  
Channel 13 in Rockford  
or you can watch on the Web at 
http://observer.rockforddiocese.org.

Brought to you by The Diocesan Office of 
Communications and Publications

Watch

A Walk in the 
Woods
(Broad Green)
Seeking a remedy 

for his writer’s block, an aging 
travel author (Robert Redford) 
decides to defy his physical limi-
tations by hiking the 2,200-mile-
long Appalachian Trail. Yielding 
to his concerned wife’s (Emma 
Thompson) insistence that he 
include a companion on the trip, 
he reluctantly accepts the com-
pany of the only volunteer he 
can find — a friend from his past 

(Nick Nolte) with whom, partly 
by choice, he has long been out 
of touch. As the domesticated 
scribe and his rolling stone of 
a sidekick lumber through the 
forest, they compare notes on 
life, all too many of which treat 
sexuality — including the bed-
room escapades of their shared 
youth — as a form of entertain-
ment. In adapting Bill Bryson’s 
1998 memoir, director Ken 
Kwapis takes viewers on a gen-
erally pleasant, though exces-
sively talky, expedition through 
landscapes that vary from the 

soothing to the magnificent. Yet, 
even as one sequence of his 
film celebrates marital fidelity in 
the face of temptation, another 
winks at a potential dalliance 
with a married woman. 
THIS FILM CONTAINS de-
fective values, an ambivalent 
attitude toward adultery, a 
nongraphic scene of aberrant 
sexual activity, nudity, off-color 
humor, profanity, rough and 
crude language. 

— CNS: for the latest reviews, 
visit www.catholicnews.com/

movies.cfm
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WOODSTOCK—Josh Bind-
er will be Marian Central Cath-
olic High School’s director of 
development. 

Binder was selected from a 
pool of candidates after a na-
tionwide search, according to 
the school’s Superintendent 
Andy Edmondson.  

The selection committee of 
employees and Marian Central 
community members inter-
viewed four candidates in the 
final interview process. 

“Josh Binder’s confidence 
stature, but humble manner 

in which he 
p r e s e n t e d 
himself made 
our interview 
team confi-
dent that he 
was the right 
person for the 

job,” Edmondson said.
Binder will oversee the 

school’s community and alum-
ni relations for more than 7,000 
graduates. He will also oversee 
fundraising for Marian’s tu-
ition assistance program, and, 
with the school administration 

and director of admissions, 
contribute to the school’s mar-
keting and admissions plans. 

Binder is a graduate of Ster-
ling High School. He earned 
a bachelor’s degree from St. 
Ambrose University in Dav-
enport, Iowa, and a master’s in 
education administration from 
Ashford University in Clinton, 
Iowa. 

Binder worked as an admis-
sions counselor and assistant 
men’s basketball coach at Eu-
reka College, Iowa Wesleyan 
College, then at St. Ambrose 
before taking a position at Au-
rora University as assistant 
director for enrollment at the 
school’s George Williams Col-
lege. 

Josh and his wife, Betsy, have 
a son, Wesley.

“I’m excited to ... ensure that 
every student has the opportu-
nity to be a Hurricane,” Binder 
said.

Binder to Head Marian Development

The Pope on ... Prayer and the Family
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accompanies us on life’s jour-
ney. He protects us. He loves 
us.

If love for God does not light 
the fire, the spirit of prayer will 
not warm time. 

We may also multiply our 
words, “as the pagans do,” 
says Jesus; or even perform 
our rituals, “as the pharisees 
do” (see Mt 6:5,7). 

A heart which is home to af-
fection for God makes a prayer 
of an unspoken thought, or an 
invocation before a holy image, 
or a kiss blown to the Church. 

It’s beautiful when mothers 
teach their little children to 
blow kisses to Jesus or to Our 
Lady. What tenderness there 
is in this! In that moment the 
child’s heart is transformed into 

a place of prayer. And it is a 
gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Let us never forget to ask for 
this gift for each one of us! 
Because the Spirit of God has 
that special way of saying in 
our heart “Abba” — “Father.” It 
teaches us to say “Father” just 
as Jesus said it, a way that we 
can never find on our own (see 
Gal 4:6). 
It is in the family that one 
learns to ask for and appreci-
ate this gift of the Spirit. If one 
learns to say it with the same 
spontaneity with which one 
learns “father” and “mother,” 
one has learned it forever. 
When this happens, the time 
of the whole of family life is en-
veloped in the womb of God’s 
love, and seeks spontaneously 
the time of prayer.
We know well that family time 
is a complicated and crowded 
time, busy and preoccupied. 
There is always little, there is 
never enough, there are so 
many things to do. 
One who has a family soon 
learns to solve an equation that 
not even the great mathemati-
cians know how to solve: within 
24 hours they make twice that 
many! There are mothers and 
fathers who could win the No-
bel Prize for this. 
Out of 24 hours they make 48. 
I don’t know how they do it but 
they get on and do it! There is 
so much work in a family!
The spirit of prayer gives time 
back to God, it steps away 
from the obsession of a life that 
is always lacking time. It redis-
covers the peace of necessary 
things, and discovers the joy of 
unexpected gifts. 
Two good guides for this are 
the sisters Martha and Mary, 
spoken of in the Gospel ...  . 
They learned from God the 

harmony of family rhythms 
— the beauty of celebration, 
the serenity of work, the spirit 
of prayer (see Lk 10:38-42). 
The visit of Jesus, whom they 
loved, was their celebration. 

However, one day Martha 
learned that the work of hospi-
tality, though important, is not 
everything, but that listening to 
the Lord, as Mary did, was the 
really essential thing, the “best 
kind” of time. 

Prayer flows from listening 
to Jesus, from reading the 
Gospel. Do not forget to read 
a passage of the Gospel every 
day. Prayer flows from close-
ness with the Word of God. 

Is there this closeness in our 
family? Do we have the Gospel 
at home? Do we open it some-
times to read it together? Do 
we meditate on it while reciting 
the rosary? 

The Gospel read and meditat-
ed on as a family is like good 
bread that nourishes every-
one’s heart. In the morning 
and in the evening, and when 
we sit at the table, we learn 
to say together a prayer with 
great simplicity. It is Jesus who 
comes among us, as he was 
with the family of Martha, Mary 
and Lazarus. 

There is something that is very 
close to my heart, because I 
have seen it in the city. There 
are children who have not 
learned to make the Sign of 
the Cross! But you, mother, 
father, teach your child to pray, 
to make the Sign of the Cross. 
This is a lovely task for moth-
ers and fathers!

In the prayer of the family, in its 
intense moments and in its dif-
ficult seasons, we are entrust-
ed to one another, so that each 
one of us in the family may be 
protected by the love of God.

St. Ed Principal 
To Be Interim 
Superintendent
Paul Herrmann, principal of St. 
Edward Central Catholic HIgh 
School in Elgin, will also step in 
to fill the superintendent’s spot 
this year. He agreed to fill in af-
ter the unexpected death Aug. 
16 of Father Edward Seisser who 
was superintendent and pastor 
of St. Catherine of Siena Parish 
in Dundee and St. Mary Parish 
in Gilberts. Herrmann was prin-
cipal at St. Edward in the 1980s 
but returned to his first love in 
the classroom teaching senior 
theology. A search for a new 
superintendent is expected to 
begin early in 2016.

(Observer photo by Sharon Boehlefeld)

(Photo provided)

Binder

Boylan’s Switch to New Leadership ...
From page 1
academics, while the presi-
dent focuses on articulating 
the Catholic identity of the 
school while managing strate-
gic planning, development and 

enrollment.
Jerry Kerrigan is the princi-

pal at Boylan.
Boylan is the first Catholic 

School in the Rockford Dio-
cese to adopt this model.

Diocesan

mailto:kmccarthy@rockforddiocese.org
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