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Small Miami building permit a 310-day slog

By Susan Danseyar

Mayor Carlos Gimenez has asked 
Miami-Dade commissioners if they 
might consider raising countywide 
millage or assessing another half-
percent sales tax to help fund the 
Strategic Miami Area Rapid Transit 
(SMART) plan.

In November, commissioners 
directed the mayor to analyze using 
tax increment financing (TIF) to 
help fund the plan and infrastructure 
near the planned American Dream 
Miami Mall, the mayor wrote in a 
March 7 memo.

“TIF financing is one of many 
possible alternatives that can be 
used to fund future capital projects 
as well as operational and mainte-
nance costs of the SMART plan,” 
Mr. Gimenez wrote.

As discussed at Commission 
Chair Esteban Bovo Jr.’s Policy 
Council last week, Miami-Dade is 
still refining expense assumptions 
for the SMART plan, the mayor 
explained. “Preliminary capital 
cost estimates greatly surpass the 
estimated net present value of the 
current 40-year Transit and PTP  
[People’s Transportation Plan] pro-
forma developed for fiscal 2016-17 
and the estimated operating cost to 
implement the new and existing sys-
tem and maintain it in a state of good 
repair will create a substantial bud-
getary gap in the PTP pro-forma.”

The mayor said given that 
SMART plan needs will probably 
exceed incremental revenue gener-
ated by any TIF district, the county 
“may want to consider enhancing 
the revenues available by dedicat-
ing a higher mileage rate and/or 
assessing another half penny for 
transportation purposes.”

Traditionally, Mr. Gimenez said, 
governments have used TIF districts 
to encourage economic development 
in distressed areas. However, he not-
ed, state statute does allow creation 
of TIF districts for transportation.

The mayor concluded that TIF 
districts should be considered 
as part of a larger approach for 
revitalizing neighborhoods and 
attracting development in con-
junction with alternative trans-
portation options.

For transit, 
mayor puts
new, higher
tax on table

By John Charles Robbins

Planning to get a building permit in the 
City of Miami for your new home? Prepare 
to wait – a long time.

Typically, it takes 310 days to get a permit 
to build a single-family home, a newly un-
veiled study of the Building Department that 
city commissioners ordered shows.

Changes already have shortened the time, 
but city officials agree they can do more to 
streamline the process.

Commissioner Francis Suarez pushed for 
the study late last June, saying it took far too 
long to get a building permit, especially for 
those doing a small project who don’t have 
a team of architects and lawyers to speed 
the process.

“The numbers show what we worried 
about,” Mr. Suarez said after the building 
department presented results of the study at 
the commission’s meeting last week.

The study examined smaller projects of 
less than $100,000, examples being bathroom 
and kitchen remodeling, decks, driveways, 
fences, sheds and electrical work; single-
family residences; and developments involv-
ing commercial activity, specifically jobs 

that affect small businesses such as interior 
remodeling.

The study involved reviewing documents; 
workshops with architects, engineers and 
individuals; meeting with other cities and 
Miami-Dade County; and more.

The findings included:
■Single-family home new construction 

permits accounted for about 0.4% of all 
permits in 2016.

■Of the 310-day average wait for a building 
permit for a single-family home, the applica-
tion was in city officials’ hands about 145 
days. The remainder of time is spent between 
the applicant, design professionals and other 
regulatory agencies, including the Miami-
Dade County Department of Environmental 
Resources Management, the county water 
and sewer department, Florida Department 
of Transportation and others.

■There is a lot of back and forth between 
the city and applicants on single-family 
homes, with plans often requiring about 10 
reworks. Sometimes this is the result of miss-
ing information on behalf of the applicant.

■Historically, structural and zoning have 
represented the longest timelines within the 
plan review process for single-family homes.

■Delays in zoning are usually the result 
of plans requiring additional steps associated 
with special permits.

■Sometimes plans get “stuck” in physical 
transfer between plan reviewers.

■Some delays are due to a steady increase 
in permits issued annually. More than 26,500 
permits were issued in 2016, 12% more than 
2015. Volume had already risen 22% from 
2014 to 2015.

Changes already made include making 
it easier to get information on the city’s 
website; opening the building department 
earlier, at 7:45 a.m.; adding a customer 
service desk plus new signage directing 
customers in the city’s main administration 
building; speeding zoning “reprioritized” 
reviews and more.

Quarterly numbers showed progressively 
less wait time, Commissioner Suarez said. 
“I think we’re headed in the right direction 
– keep it up.”

Commissioner Frank Carollo suggested an 
online system that would allow two or three 
departments to review a permit application 
at once, speeding the process. City Manager 
Daniel Alfonso said the city doesn’t have that 
capability but is working on it.

WETLANDS BUY RAINED OUT: The Miami-
Dade Infrastructure and Utilities committee on Tues-
day unanimously deferred a measure that would 
authorize buying 10.56 acres of wetlands for $60,000. 
Daniella Levine Cava’s resolution would accept “as-
signment of option to purchase” and authorize buying 
the land for the Cutler Wetlands project within the 
environmentally endangered lands program acquisi-
tion site with The Nature Conservancy as assignor, 

Miami-Dade as assignee and MHONE Corp. as seller using Building Better 
Communities General Obligation Bond program funds. The measure would 
authorize use of the environmentally endangered lands acquisition trust for 
the purchase if general obligation bond funds aren’t available.
NEW SEAWALL UNDER WAY: Preconstruction site work has begun at 
788 NE 23rd St., setting the stage for a 57-story luxury condominium on the 
waterfront in Edgewater. South Florida-based real estate development firm Two 
Roads Development has selected John Moriarty & Associates of Florida as 
general contractor for Elysee Miami. Site work is focusing on the replacement 
of the property’s 124-foot-long seawall, which will be followed by initial test 
pilings and subterranean foundation work in advance of the project’s anticipated 
groundbreaking in the second quarter of this year for the tower. With only 
100 half-floor and full-floor residences, the boutique-style tower will include 
three- to five-bedroom units measuring 2,300 to 4,000 square feet. Unit prices 
range from $1.3 million to $10 million, and up to $14 million for penthouses.
FUNDS FROM STATE: The county’s Infrastructure and Utilities Committee 
on Tuesday unanimously approved an agreement between the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation and the Miami-Dade County Stormwater Utility by 
which the state would pay up to $2,650,000 for engineering, mapping and 
surveying related to the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
program and authorized the administration to execute the agreement. The 
measure now goes to the full county commission for action.
PARKING MANAGEMENT: The Miami Parking Authority will establish 
paid parking on property at 811 NW First Court, owned by the Southeast 
Overtown/Park West Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA), as part of a 
contract with the agency. The authority will use PayByPhone and Pay-By-Plate 
systems for 250 parking spaces in the vacant lot. The agreement will provide 
the parking authority with a management fee of 15%, and an additional net 
income sharing return of 15% throughout the initial five years; 85% of net 
income will go to the CRA. The authority operates and manages the off-street 
parking facilities in the city.
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JET SKI TOURS: The Miami Parking Authority is seeking licensed jet ski 
operators to lease two spaces it owns at Watson Island Boat Ramp to provide 
jet ski tours and rentals. The request for proposals contains specifics about 
the scope of services, submission requirements and selection procedures. The 
deadline is March 27. Some requirements are 10 years’ experience providing 
jet ski tours and rentals in the City of Miami; knowledge of business opera-
tions and legal requirements associated with this type of operation; ability 
to acquire and maintain required licenses and permits within the city and 
Miami-Dade County to operate jet ski tours and rentals; provide the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Livery License with the pro-
posal; Coast Guard Operators certification and CPR/First Aid Certification. 
The proposer must have at least eight functional jet skis and eight operators 
at all times. The request is at: www.miamiparking.com
RIVERFRONT REPRESENTATION: The Miami River Commission might 
restructure its subcommittees with a push to include the 
interests of scores of new residents of riverfront towers. 
Commission member Ernie Martin, chairman of the 
Greenways Subcommittee, suggested consolidating that 
group with the Urban Infill Subcommittee. They often 
meet jointly. And he said he’d like to see a new com-
mittee acknowledging the massive shift in population 
that has brought more than 125,000 new people to live 
on or near the river downtown. “The downtown area 
needs its own representation,” he said. Commission 
Chair Horacio Stuart Aguirre suggested Mr. Martin 
commit his proposal to paper so all commission members can consider it.
TICKET TO RIDE: Express passenger rail service Brightline on Friday 
announced target dates for service launch in South Florida, with introductory 
express service between West Palm Beach and Fort Lauderdale beginning in 
late July, followed by service to Miami in late August. The company antici-
pates a grand opening and official launch of train service in September. This 
marks the first time a new private infrastructure passenger rail project will 
initiate operations in the US in more than 100 years. Brightline says it will 
welcome BrightPink, the second of five custom-built, innovative trainsets, 
this week. Three additional brightly hued trainsets will be delivered by May. 
The line’s 60,000-square-foot stations in West Palm Beach and Fort Lauder-
dale are nearing completion, while the expansive MiamiCentral station that 
includes elevated tracks is expected to be operational in conjunction with 
the introductory Miami train service, the company said. Rail infrastructure 
improvements on the corridor between West Palm Beach and Miami are 80% 
complete. The company plans to eventually extend the rail service to Orlando.
HEADING ACADEMIC COUNCIL: Miami-Dade County School Super-
intendent Alberto Carvalho has been named chairman 
for the next two years of the Academic Leaders Council 
of One Community One Goal – the county’s job creation 
initiative in a group of targeted industries that was spear-
headed by the Beacon Council. He will succeed Florida 
International University President Mark Rosenberg, 
who has headed the academic group within the organi-
zation since 2014. University of Miami President Julio 
Frenk was named the academic council’s chair-elect. 
CHILDCARE CENTER LEASE: Miami-Dade’s Gov-

ernment and Operations committee 
on Tuesday without discussion unanimously declared 
surplus a portion of county-owned property at 112 NW 
Third St. to create a childcare center. Sponsored by 
Commissioner Bruno Barreiro, the resolution waives 
requirements of an administrative order as it relates to 
review by the Planning Advisory Board and allows the 
administration to execute a $1-a-year lease with the 
YWCA of Greater Miami-Dade for the premises to be 
a childcare center for county employees and others. A 
full county commission vote is still required.

BEST THERAPIST: Miami-Dade commissioners voted last week to urge 
the state legislature to authorize courts to allow the use 
of service animals, therapy animals or facility dogs in 
court proceedings when taking the testimony of a child 
victim or witness, a sexual offense victim or witness, or 
a person with an intellectual disability in any proceeding 
involving a sexual offense or child abuse, abandonment 
or neglect. Sponsor Jose “Pepe” Diaz said he wants the 
courthouse to become a less stressful place for children 
and certain other crime victims. “Testifying in court can 
be a very traumatic experience for children and other 
victims of traumatic crime,” he said. “The use of therapy 
dogs can have the kind of calming effect that enables victims to provide 
critical testimony in a case.”
MIAMI LAKES PARK: Miami-Dade’s Government and Operations Com-
mittee on Tuesday unanimously approved legislation for a lease between the 
county and Town of Miami Lakes for property at 6699 Windmill Gate Road 
for a passive park. Sponsored by Commission Chair Esteban L. Bovo Jr., 
the resolution sets a rent of $1 a year.
CENTRALIZED RECORDS: The county’s Infrastructure and Utilities 
Committee on Tuesday unanimously approved legisla-
tion sponsored by Dennis Moss and co-sponsored by 
Daniella Levine Cava that directs the county admin-
istration to coordinate with the board’s clerk and the 
executive director of the formerly named Metropolitan 
Planning Organization, now the Transportation Plan-
ning Organization, to provide for centralized electronic 
distribution of comprehensive development master plan 
applications and staff recommendations together with 
the publication of the hearing agendas, zoning meeting 
agendas and related materials and planning organiza-
tion’s governing board and committee meeting agendas, along with related 
materials. Vice Chair Jose “Pepe” Diaz and Chair Jean Monestime also 
co-sponsored the resolution.

‘At the same time, we’re 
developing a request for 
proposals so that we can 
start up a procurement for 
transit-oriented develop-
ment long-term lease.’

Alice Bravo

Bruno Barreiro

Dennis Moss

Jose Pepe Diaz

Ernie Martin

Alberto Carvalho

Tri-county, Tri-Rail link transit pay 

County deals with state to develop 
acres at airport transportation hub

Airport flies to expand cargo space

By SuSan DanSeyar

Miami-Dade is negotiating 
with the Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT) and ten-
ants such as Tri-Rail and Amtrak 
to develop 10 acres of the major 
transportation hub just east of Mi-
ami International Airport, transit 
chief Alice Bravo said last week.

“At the same time, we’re devel-
oping a request for proposals so 
that we can start up a procurement 
for a transit-oriented development 
long-term lease,” Ms. Bravo told 
Miami Today.

Last December, Mayor Carlos 
Gimenez revealed a plan to seek 
business offers to develop this 
land.

An appraiser for the county 
listed a hotel and convention center 
as possible uses under a long-term 
ground lease. The firm also listed 
offices and retail. Residential uses 
were seen as least likely.

The land is part of the Miami 
Intermodal Center, owned by 
FDOT. But the state wants to 
hand the 25-plus acres, including 

Central Station, to the county to 
own and run.

The center costs the state about 
$2.5 million a year to run and 
generates $637,000 a year, Mayor 

Gimenez said in his December 
memo.

The mayor saw the county los-
ing $1.87 million a year running 
the transportation hub, with the 
state pledging $1.25 million the 
first year only to ease losses.

Thus, Mr. Gimenez wrote, if 
the county gets the hub it must 
add revenue. One revenue stream 
he cited was advertising, a second 
was concessions. The third was 
a lease to a developer, with the 
county owning the land.

Under the mayor’s plan, the 
county would seek proposals that 
could be separate for the three 
revenue streams or united. 

His plan assumed proposals 
would be in hand by 2018 and 
joint development would be done 
by 2025. Operating deficits would 
fall yearly, he said, until cash flow 
turns positive in 2025.

If the commission agrees to 
take the site, the mayor wrote, he 
would cement a handoff early in 
2017 and then seek deals on the 
10 acres, valued at the time at 
$21.7 million.

By Camila Cepero

Miami-Dade Aviation Depart-
ment officials are moving forward 
with a multi-phased project that 
aims to optimize Miami Interna-
tional Airport’s usable cargo space 
and have already completed one of 
the first phases.

The Aviation Department has 
completed the planning phase of 
its Cargo Optimization, Redevel-
opment and Expansion Program.

The project is a comprehensive, 
long-term concept to modernize 
the airport’s cargo operations 
and double its current capacity. 
The multi-phased program will 
maximize the use of existing fa-

cilities and real estate, redevelop 
outdated, costly structures, and 
as needed construct entirely new 
cargo property. 

The initial phase plans to in-
crease taxiway, ramp and aircraft 
parking space in the cargo area. The 
department is currently developing 
an execution plan and identifying 
funding sources, primarily grants.

Cost estimates for the program 
still aren’t final, but Miami Today 
reported last year that the total 
estimated project cost will be 
$1.082 billion. 

Cargo is defined as the combined 
amount of both freight and mail 
movements. 

In 2016, the airport saw a total 

of 1,906,252 tons of international 
cargo and 314,481 tons of domestic 
cargo. The grand total of 2,220,733 
tons was 0.45% more than the 
previous year’s 2,210,776 tons.

In January, the top five freight 
carriers were Atlas Air (22,296.33 
tons), LATAM Airlines (20,696.65 
tons), UPS (18,840.25 tons), 
Tampa Cargo (17,709.80) and 
Skylease dba Tradewinds Airlines 
(13,722.66 tons).

The latest available figures show 
that in 2015, the airport was No. 1 
in the nation in international freight 
and No. 3 in total cargo. That same 
year, it was No. 10 in international 
freight and No. 11 in total cargo 
among worldwide airports.

By Catherine laCkner

Miami-Dade County’s Depart-
ment of Transportation and Public 
Works announced Friday that it is 
working with the transit depart-
ments of Broward and Palm Beach 
counties, as well as Tri-Rail parent 
South Florida Regional Transpor-
tation Authority, to synchronize 
billing systems so that residents 
and visitors can use one card or 
app to ride all four public transit 
systems.

Miami-Dade will have its 
EASY card and Miami-Dade 
Transit app upgraded by the end 
of the year, a Miami-Dade County 
spokesperson said. The other 
transit authorities will establish 
their own timelines to make the 
change, she added.

“Each transit agency will main-
tain control and manage its own 
respective fare policies and assure 
interoperability of the payment 
system,” a Miami-Dade County 
press release said.

“Our residents and visitors 
should not have to worry about 
who manages which system 
and how to pay or transfer from 

one to the other,” said Alice 
Bravo, Miami-Dade’s director 
of the transportation and pub-
lic works. “By joining forces 
and using technology, we are 
pushing forward a customer-
focused approach to regional 
transportation. We want to make 
it simpler for people to use our 
transit systems, and this open-
payment solution will help us 
accomplish that.”

“We have been successfully 
collaborating with Miami-Dade 
Transit for more than five years 
to provide regional transporta-
tion for our customers,” said 
Jack Stephens, executive direc-
tor of the regional transportation 
authority, in a release. “We now 
welcome Broward County Tran-
sit and Palm Tran to our team to 
further enhance that partnership 
for the benefit of the people of 
South Florida as we look to the 
future.”

“Broward County Transit fully 
embraces this leap forward in the 
regional collaboration of fare 
technology,” said Chris Walton, 
Broward County transportation 
director, in a release. “A single 

app will soon allow all of our tran-
sit users to travel conveniently 
and seamlessly throughout the 
entire South Florida region.”
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Extended county leases may face fight

City auditor general put front and center in waterfront leases

County moves to rent for health clinic

Miami Cardiac & Vascular Institute at Baptist Health 
South Florida has advanced care in the region for 30 years.

The Institute is composed of an internationally acclaimed team
of physicians, top-tier clinical staff and a visionary leadership team, 

striving day in and day out to make unprecedented strides
in our field. And with our new state-of-the-art facility, we stand 

ready to usher in the next generation of innovation in cardiovascular 
care. Experience the many advantages of cutting-edge innovation 

offered at Miami Cardiac & Vascular Institute.

TOMORROW’S
INNOVATION TODAY

Call 786-596-2700 or learn more 
at BaptistHealth.net/Heart

A not-for-profit organization supported by philanthropy and 
committed to our faith-based charitable mission of medical excellence. 

For giving opportunities, visit BaptistHealth.net/Foundation

Jeannie Montes de Oca has joined EWM Realty International, an affiliate  
of Christie’s International Real Estate, bringing her innate passion and  
knowledge of the intricacies of each Miami neighborhood, and lifelong 
passion for people, real estate, history and architecture. 
 
Specializing in Coral Gables and the Waterways, South Miami, Brickell  
and Pinecrest, the visionary Montes de Oca is steadily becoming an  
anchor in Miami’s real estate landscape with her reputation for selling  
properties with honesty and unwavering integrity to a wide array of  
discerning and international clientele.   

With 16 years of real estate experience in both residential and  
commercial real estate, fluency in English, Spanish, French and Italian,  
 

keen eye and lifelong background in architecture and construction, the  
Miami-native combines her vision and commiment for connecting clients 
with the right home. 

“I take pride in being a trusted source, especially as a native of Miami,  
to my clients who want to find a home that fits their needs,” said  
Jeannie Montes de Oca.  “I have seen firsthand the importance of how 
good business relationships are rooted in transparency and respect, and I 
strive to not only find clients their homes, but connect with them for the 
long-term.” 

Intimately familiar with the particular characteristics of each neighbor-
hood, Montes de Oca consistently delivers exceptional service, value  
and an idyllic experience for clients.

PASSION FOR PEOPLE, ARCHITECTURE AND MIAMI REAL ESTATE 

JEANNIE  MONTES DE OCA

PH: 305.965.9242 
Jennie@MiamiLuxuryResidential.com

Jennie Montes de Oca
EPERTISE • SERVICE • DEDICATION

EWM REALTY INTERNATIONAL WELCOMES

Frank Carollo pushed measure. Francis Suarez: security is better.

By Susan Danseyar

Miami-Dade’s Government 
Operations Committee on Tuesday 
passed without discussion legislation 
by Commissioner Bruno Barreiro to 
declare surplus part of the ground 
level of the county administration 

By Susan Danseyar

Miami-Dade’s Government and 
Operations Committee on Tuesday 
approved a resolution sponsored by 
Barbara J. Jordan directing the ad-
ministration to conduct competitive 
selections whenever feasible instead 
of expanding the term or services 
under existing contracts.

The resolution would require 
including in any recommendation 
for the expansion of time or services 
under existing contracts a written 
justification of why a competitive 

By John Charles Robbins

The City of Miami has several 
high-profile sites locked up in 
long-term leases, including Bay-
side Marketplace and land on 
Watson Island.

And the city is currently solic-
iting proposals to operate public 
marinas on city-owned land on 
Virginia Key.

With the goal of getting the very 
best deal they can when leasing 
city-owned land, city commis-
sioners have passed legislation 
requiring that the Office of the In-
dependent Auditor General must 
review all requests for proposals 
involving city-owned waterfront 
property or projects of $500,000 
before they go to city commission.

This involves the sale, lease 
and rental of city-owned property.

Commissioner Frank Carollo, 
who has fought for better financial 
outcomes on these lease deals for 
years, sponsored the measure.

Mr. Carollo has voted against 
lease amendments and extensions 
for the Island Gardens mixed-use 

project planned for city-owned 
land on Watson Island after years 
had elapsed with little to no work 
on the project.

When Mr. Carollo first dis-
cussed the proposal to have the 
city’s Independent Auditor Gen-
eral examine all major requests 
for proposals and all waterfront 
projects, he called it a “straight 
forward no-brainer.”

He told his fellow commission-
ers there would be value in having 
“another set of eyes” look over 
these proposals before they reach 
the commission.

In terms of rental payments 
on valuable city-owned property 
that is leased, Mr. Carollo said 
there were times when the city 
left money on the table.

Waterfront property, in particu-
lar, is so valuable and should mean 

mega-millions to the city in lease 
and rent payments, he said.

The legislation notes that the 
city is responsible for a number 
of development projects on an 
annual basis, and an appreciable 
number of projects involve large-

scale enhancements that require a 
request for proposals from bidding 
parties.

For the benefit of the city resi-
dents, large-scale development 
projects requiring a request for 
proposals and those involving 
city-owned waterfront property 
“would be enhanced by the insight 
and suggestions of the Office of 
the Independent Auditor Gen-
eral,” the measure reads.

“More scrutiny is better than 
less, overall,” said Commissioner 
Francis Suarez before the vote.

Mr. Carollo told City Manager 
Daniel Alfonso he should consider 
the legislation direction to get 
the city’s Independent Auditor 
General involved in the drafting 
of all requests for proposals in-
volving major projects and those 
on waterfront property.

process is not feasible.
However, Vice Chair Rebeca Sosa 

said the legislation confused her. 
“Who defines whenever feasible?” 
she asked. “How will this affect our 
procurement process?”

Tara Smith, director of Internal 
Services, said she’s still reviewing 
the legislation and trying to stream-
line processes. “I’d like to speak to 
the sponsor,” Ms. Smith said. 

Ms. Sosa asked to “respectfully” 
defer the item.

Commissioner Joe A. Martinez 
asked Ms. Sosa if her motion to 

defer might be reconsidered and 
have the matter go to the full county 
commission. “Perhaps the sponsor 
can refine it later,” Mr. Martinez 
suggested.

Commissioner Xavier Suarez 
advised Ms. Sosa and others who 
might be opposed to passing the 
resolution that they might want to 
add requiring an office of the contract 
holder or at least some percentage of 
the total entity to be based in Miami-
Dade County.

The resolution to defer failed. Ms. 
Sosa cast the lone opposing vote.

building, the Stephen P. Clark Center 
at 111 NW First St., with the aim 
of using the site for a health clinic.

The resolution authorizes the 
county administration to execute a 
retroactive lease agreement between 
Miami-Dade and the Public Health 
Trust of Miami-Dade, which over-

sees non-profit Jackson Memorial 
Hospital, the property to be used as 
a health clinic for county employees 
and other residents.

Total rent to the county is esti-
mated at $814,826.38 for the initial 
five-year term of the lease and the 
additional five-year renewal option.
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“Miami has the opportunity to be one of the top markets...,” says Arden Karson.
“In the office and industrial sectors we actually do not have enough supply.”

Photo by Cristina Sullivan

The Achiever
Arden Karson

Senior Managing Director
CBRE
777 Brickell Ave., Suite 900
Miami 33131
(305) 374-1000
arden.karson@cbre.com
Age: 54
Born: New York City
Education: BA in international studies 
with concentrations in Spanish and Latin 
American studies, Tufts University; 
MBA, Harvard University
Personal Philosophy: Balance is really 
important in all aspects of life, which 
means not be so obsessed with any one 
thing. That means that I balance my fam-
ily with my work, health and wellness, 
and every day I try to incorporate all of 
that into my life.

New CBRE Senior Managing Director Arden Karson sees...
Arden Karson, who began as senior 

managing director of South Florida for 
CBRE less than two months ago, describes 
herself as an advocate for women in com-
mercial real estate. 

It is extremely gratifying to provide 
women with professional mentorship 
and guidance, Ms. Karson said, and 
CBRE allows her to carry this through 
the “Women’s Network,” an internation-
ally recognized program that promotes 
the success of women in the company. 
Through the group’s guiding principles – 
growth, connection and mentorship – Ms. 
Karson said it provides a solid foundation 
to enhance women’s careers and promote 
an environment that is collaborative and 
keenly focused on success. 

Through her personal experiences as 
well as research on women in business, 
Ms. Karson said, she believes companies 
committed to gender diversification at 
the board and leadership levels are more 
profitable, are more sensitive to employees 
and make better decisions. 

With more than 25 years in commercial 
real estate, Ms. Karson has an extensive 
background in sales and marketing, 
development, acquisition, asset manage-
ment, leasing and financing of commercial 
properties across all asset types.

CBRE is transforming the way it works 
and doing a global implementation of the 
Workplace360 office, she said. The goal is 
simple: to make employees more produc-
tive both in and out of the office. 

Workplace360 is CBRE’s approach to 
workplace strategy, which Ms. Karson 
said is designed to promote flexibility, 
mobility and productivity through tech-
nology-enabled, 100% free-address and 
paperless offices. 

CBRE has opened 21 Workplace360 
offices around the world, with another 21 
in development. The South Florida CBRE 
will be opening its Workplace 360 office 
in April. Ms. Karson, too, will be moving 
to an unassigned desk and sharing her 
“beautiful view” with everyone.

Before joining CBRE, Ms. Karson 
was senior vice president for the Related 
Group, responsible for sales and devel-
opment of approximately $1 billion of 
mixed-use real estate assets as well as 
oversight for acquisitions of distressed 
debt and strategic opportunities.

She and her husband live in Coconut 
Grove with their teenager. Their other two 
children live in New York.

Miami Today reporter Susan Danseyar 
interviewed Ms. Karson in her office at 
CBRE. 

Q: You mentioned having other phi-
losophies. What are they?

A: I truly believe in making a positive 
impact on people. I believe people won’t 
remember what you said to them, they 
won’t necessarily remember what you did, 
but they will always remember how you 
treated them. I feel strongly about that. 
One of my current goals is to mentor the 
next generation of business professionals. 

Q: How long have you been on the 
new job?

A: We started week 7 yesterday (3/2), 
so it’s very new. I actually took one week 
of vacation, already planned, with just six 
weeks on the job. 

Q: Where were you before?
A: Prior to joining CBRE, my most 

recent job was a developer for the Related 
Group. 

Q: What challenges do you foresee 
for CBRE in the next year, five years 
and beyond?

A: The real estate market is cyclical. 
However, CBRE is a full service firm, 
so our business flourishes throughout all 
the cycles. My goal here is to continue to 
advancing the CBRE platform regionally. 
We want to be the go-to service provider 
for any real estate needs. 

Q: In your position, what are the chal-
lenges to do that?

A: This is a large company. The chal-
lenge is learning all the players and learn-
ing all the service lines, but there are a 
lot of programs to help me. There’s a lot 
of great support, so I am convinced I will 
get up the learning curve very quickly. 

Q: In addition to brokering deals 
and managing property, what else does 
CBRE do for clients?

A: Our goal is to make sure that cli-
ents get the most out of their real estate 
investments. There are a lot of different 
business lines within the commercial real 
estate industry and we have expertise in 
all of them, from retail to office, indus-

trial, hotels. 
Q: How are things looking in the com-

mercial real estate market for greater 
Miami?

A: We’re very bullish on Miami. We feel 
that Miami has the opportunity to be one 
of the top markets within our organization. 
Now, Miami is now considered one of the 
top cities in the world so we are building 
our teams to support the focus Miami is 
a major international city in the world. 

Q: Is Miami overbuilding commer-
cially?

A: When you look at the statistics, when 
you look at the job growth – the hundreds 
and thousands of jobs that have been cre-
ated in the last few years – I don’t believe 
we’ve overbuilt. In fact, in the office and 
industrial sectors we actually do not have 
enough supply. 

One may say that in the market rate 
rental area we are a little bit overbuilt, but 
frankly the job growth is going to provide 
demand for the supply.

Q: So jobs are keeping up?
A: Absolutely. I think that there’s a bit 

of a disconnect between the way the media 
is portraying the lack of high-paying jobs. 

Q: We hear at the county commission 
that there’s a lot of poverty in Miami-
Dade.

A: All major cities have areas that are 
a little bit more challenged. 

Q: So wages are keeping up for the 
most part?

A: We definitely could use a little bit 
of work on the wage side, but my focus 
is more there are jobs out there. 

Q: How about infrastructure? For 
example, we don’t have a subway system 
like in New York City or parts of New 
England. We don’t have a tube like in 
London or great walkability as one finds 
in France and Italy.

A: A number of infrastructure projects 
are in the works right now, everything from 
Brightline, which is going to be a great 
connector between Miami, Fort Lauder-
dale, Palm Beach, as well as Orlando, but 
that is actually is going to be launching 
within the next few months. Have you 
been over to Miami Central? We’re very 
bullish on that. 

I think the county is doing a great job 
with a lot of their expansion plans, the 
SMART plan. You’re definitely seeing 

a lot more people use the Metrorail, 
peoplemover. Within our office, we now 
have a lot of employees who use that as 
their form of transportation. A lot of that 
takes a lot of the cars off the road. Once 
the Underline is built, that will also help 
relieve a lot of the transportation issues. 

Q: Going back to commercial real 
estate, what is the prognosis for South 
Florida?

A: We continue to see a lot of interest. 
What we’re seeing now are a lot of insti-
tutions and pension funds who typically 
looked at South Florida as a second- or 
third-tier investment area. They’re now 
high on the list of opportunities. People 
want to be in Miami because of the attrac-
tion, the quality of life. The development 
climate is very positive.

Q: Let’s say I know nothing about 
Miami but call you for advice on com-
mercial real estate. Walk me through the 
process of dealing with clients.

A: A lot of the clients we talk to are insti-
tutions, so we give them an overview. We 
start with the Goggle map and walk them 
through the geography of South Florida 
and then focus on neighborhoods. Neigh-
borhoods are really important in terms of 
looking at the South Florida landscape 
because you have lots of different char-
acteristics of the different neighborhoods. 

So if you’re coming to South Florida 
and you’re saying “I want a place to live”.
What are you looking for? Do you want 
to be near the water? Do you want to 
walk to restaurants and movie theaters? It 
depends on what you want, but we offer 
so many different things. Do you want 
to be in an urban environment? Do you 
want to be more of a suburban environ-
ment? That’s really one of the attractions 
of South Florida, that we offer so many 
different things. 

Q: How about bold commercial clients 
who are coming from another country 
and they’ve never even been to the US? 
Do you deal with people like that?

A: We absolutely do, but it’s really 
interesting. We have people who haven’t 
invested in South Florida before but 
they’ve sort of heard about it. Miami is 
clearly doing a great job in terms of press, 
so we do get some of that. 

It’s a similar type of exercise: What type 
of product are you interested in? Are you 
interested in hotels, hospitality? Are you 
interested in office? Are you interested 
in rental properties? Are you interested 
in condominium development? 

Q: In general, how are CBRE and 
the real estate companies planning for 
anticipated climate changes in the com-
mercial real estate sector?

A: That’s a great question. Obviously, 
you hear about global warming and we 
do think about it. I think what developers 
are doing is making sure their structures 
can support global warming and the rising 
of sea levels. However, we definitely are 
aware of what’s going on and trying to 
monitor and gather statistics to see what 
impact it is going to have.

Q: Has there been any change in the 
past year or so in Latin American inter-
est in South Florida’s commercial real 
estate, or other types?

A: We actually have a real estate pro-
fessional working out of this office who 
covers Latin America, and his business 
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is very strong. The economies of Latin 
America definitely are cyclical, but at 
the same time when one country is very 
strong, another country may be a little bit 
weaker. Overall, there’s a desire for Latin 
American investors to take advantage of 
opportunities here in South Florida. 

Q: Tell me about your roles in the 
Karson Organization and Endlessly 
Organic.

A: I started the Karson Organization 
during the downturn. I was in between 
jobs and I wanted to put myself out there 
as being a real estate consultant, so I 
needed a company and I formed the Karson 
Organization. I did a variety of brokerage 
transactions and consulting assignments. 

Endlessly Organic was another com-
pany that I started during the downturn. 
I’ve always been interested in healthy 
eating, so a friend and I started an organic 
produce co-op. I had always wanted to do 
a startup and that was my experience with 
the startup. We owned it four or five years 
and it was great opportunity to learn to 
put my entrepreneurial proclivities into 
action. It was an online shopping cart, so 
basically people could buy their produce 
online and we delivered to their homes. 

Q: What happened to the companies 
since you joined CBRE?

A: We sold the company a year or two 
ago. I actually worked in the company 
full time for a year in between one job 
and then I joined Related. We started it 
in 2011. I joined Related in 2012.

Q: Earlier in your career, you were 
dealing with distressed debt and financ-
ing and underwriting. How are we do-
ing here in Miami and the US with debt 
in the economy now as opposed to ten 
years ago?

A: My roots in real estate started when 
I was a banker and I worked on a lot of 
commercial real transactions. I actually 
took that knowledge in 2008/2009 when 
we all know about the crash because I 
was able, because I spoke the language 
of bankers, to utilize my background to 
help myself in my career. 

In fact, when I was with Related, one 

of the things I did was look for acquisi-
tions of distressed debt, take it through 
the foreclosure process and then figure 
out what needed to be done with the deal, 
add value and sell it. 

Q: How are we doing now as opposed 
to 2008?

A: I don’t think that there are as many 
problem loans, but I do think that the 
capital markets right now have come 
under a lot of regulatory pressures. There 
isn’t as much availability of financing as 
there was some 10 years ago. The banks 
were much more generous, there was a lot 
more availability, but at the same time I 
think there will be opportunities for some 
entrepreneurial private investors to take 
advantage of the challenging regulatory 
environment. 

People will always be lending money 
for strong projects; the deal structures 
may be a little bit different.

Q: What has been the role of Dodd-
Frank legislation in helping or hinder-
ing the economy generally?

A: Lending has been very tough because 
banks spend a lot of time answering to 
regulators. I have friends who are bankers 
and I’ve been involved in trying to procure 
loans. For my own personal mortgage, I 
see the required paperwork. 

It’s changed a lot but, at the same time, 
I think for lenders a little more agile, 
there’s going to be an opportunity and 
for well-structured deals people want to 
loan money. Interest rates may be a little 
bit higher, borrowers may need to put 
more equity into their own deals, but at 
the same time, people in real estate like 
leverage and there are plenty of service 
providers out there who will fund deals. 

Q: You are on the board of the Under-
line. What’s your role?

A: Meg Daly is a wonderful person. 
We went to high school together. I feel 
strongly that Ransom Everglades, the high 
school I attended, was the foundation of 
my whole educational success. 

Meg and I weren’t really close friends 
in high school but we knew of one an-
other. When I learned about the project, 

I felt it was something that was going to 
be transformative for the city of Miami 
and for the county. When I saw that Meg 
was leading it, I thought, what a perfect 
opportunity. 

Q: What is your role?
A: I wear a couple of different hats on 

the board. I’m on the executive board and 
my major role is private fundraising. Meg 
has done a fantastic job on the public side 
and I’ve been helping with strategy and 
private fundraising. 

It’s a combination of asking people 
for money. I’ve certainly picked up the 
phone and done a lot of calling and asking 
people to contribute to the Friends of the 
Underline, but we’re also in the process 
of putting together a capital campaign to 
be announced. We’re very excited about 
launching it and are going to be putting 
together a fundraising team composed 
of some very heavy hitters in the region. 

The private piece of this is really what’s 
going to take the Underline to the next 
level. All the money that’s been raised 
publically is for the trails, so we have 
that money. 

Q: Has the county also provided 
money?

A: The county has been terrific and very 
supportive. As you know, the Underline 
is being built on county land, so they 
contributed the land as well. 

Q: Tell me about your family.
A: I have three kids. Two of them live 

in New York City and I have one who 
is still with us. She just got her driver’s 
license yesterday. 

Q: Are you nervous?
A: Very nervous. My family is very 

important. My hobbies are focusing on 
my family and spending time with them. 

Q: Any other family?
A: My husband. He’s a great partner. 

We’ve been married 27 years, and I would 
not be able to do as much as I do without 
having a partner who does everything. We 
share responsibilities and even cooking; 
we cook meals together and work out 
together.

Q: What’s your workout like? Are you 

at a gym or running and biking?
A: It’s a combination. I work out at a 

boot camp called Legacy Fit. I was there 
this morning at 6 a.m. I run on the beach. I 
participated in half marathons, marathons. 
I cycle, I do spin classes. 

Q: Have you ever run the New York 
City Marathon?

A: I did run the New York City Mara-
thon a number of years ago. My son ran it 
this year, so we went up and cheered him. 

Q: Did you ever run Boston?
A: I never did Boston. I actually trained 

for Boston; it’s a long story. I’m actu-
ally reading Phil Knight’s memoir called 
“Shoe Dog.” 

Q: That was one of my other ques-
tions: What books are you reading?

A: I typically read two books at the same 
time. I like to read biographies, historical 
fiction, and just finished “All the Light We 
Cannot See,” which is historical fiction, 
took place during World War II. I love 
the biographies on startup companies. I 
actually have read a lot of them, a lot of 
the top companies. 

Q: And a lot of reading for work?
A: A lot of reading for work, but I love 

it. I get a lot of business ideas from reading 
and think it’s really important to keep up 
with the news. 

Q: How did you become interested in 
commercial real estate?

A: I’m sort of a third generation real 
estate professional. My family members 
were pioneers on Miami Beach. My grand-
father owned the third-oldest restaurant on 
Miami Beach, called Neil’s Delicatessen, 
which he sold it in the ’70s. 

My other grandfather was one of the 
original developers of Bay Harbor Island. 
When I learned how he created the island 
– basically filling in mangroves – that 
stimulated my interest in commercial 
real estate.

When I graduated from college, I be-
came a commercial real estate lender. But 
it’s in my blood. I love Miami and am very 
bullish on it. I want to do whatever I can 
to contribute to its success. I live it and 
breathe it, and I’m very excited. 
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Everyone is obsessed with rankings – the 
high performers bask 
in the glow of superior 
achievement and luxu-
riate in their bragging 
rights, while those 
who come up short 
struggle to deal with 
their disappointment, 
invariably criticizing 
as unfair the ranking 
methodology itself.

This behavioral pattern was, is and 
always will be a characteristic of people, 
organizations and institutions, whether in 
business, sports, politics, entertainment, 
education or government. In essence, rank-
ings have become beauty contests – for 
better or for worse. 

One arena where performance does 
matter increasingly is economic develop-
ment – not only at the national level but 
more importantly at the subnational level, 
meaning states and municipalities. 

So how are we doing as a state? For the 
answer, one must turn to the Bloomberg 
2016 US State Innovation Index. The in-
dex ranks all 50 states from zero to 100, 
according to six factors: R&D intensity; 
productivity; high-tech density; concentra-
tion of science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics (STEM) employment; 
science and engineering degree holders; 
and patent activity. 

Not surprisingly, Massachusetts and 
California occupy the first two places in 
the ranking. Investment in higher education 
and research and the production of (and 
attraction from) science and engineering 
graduates are the key drivers. 

And Florida? Our state ranks 34th, and 
on two of the six measures – productivity 
and STEM concentration – even lower.

A significant funding shortfall for higher 

Let legislators know that we need our development agency

How are we doing in innovation that adds high-skilled jobs?

A battle between our Republican gov-
ernor and his 
own party’s 
d e l e g a t i o n 
in Florida’s 
House is likely 
to wreak un-
conscionable 
havoc in the 
economy by 
narrowing the 
stream of in-
vestment into 
the state.

The Repub-
lican-controlled House voted overwhelm-
ingly Friday to abolish Enterprise Florida, 
the state’s equivalent of a commerce de-
partment, in a battle with Gov. Rick Scott, 
who has been championing economic 
development.

The state’s Senate has no similar legis-
lation on tap, and unless both the House 
and Senate pass identical bills they cannot 
become law. Even if they did both pass 
the same bill, the governor could veto it.

But the threat to development is really 
that the sentiment of the House will color 
the upcoming budget, meaning the House 
would budget absolutely nothing for our 
official development agency. The budget 
battle could be huge, and economic devel-
opment seems likely to be a major loser.

You have to wonder how every Repub-
lican representative from Miami-Dade 
could vote to end economic development. 

It certainly couldn’t be on the basis of 
helping Floridians. It can only be a pure 
political power play, with the citizens on 
the losing end.

House Republicans claim that Enterprise 
Florida merely picks economic winners 
and losers by giving incentives when a 
company adds or brings in jobs.

Incentives foes cite firms that didn’t meet 
their promises to Enterprise Florida. But a 
company that doesn’t create promised jobs 
seldom is paid for doing so, because most 
incentives are paid only after the jobs exist. 
Failures seldom cost the state anything.

On Friday, Rep. Paul Renner of Flagler 
County said the incentive programs are 
“fundamentally unfair” because govern-
ment is interfering in the marketplace, 
favoring some businesses over others. 
What he didn’t note is that government 
often favors some over others. The only 
way to stop government favoritism is to 
shut down government.

For example, a new highway favors 
businesses along the highway that will get 
customer traffic over businesses left off 
the highway route that will lose customer 
traffic.  

Another example: whenever govern-
ment goes out for bids on projects or makes 
purchases, it favors those who are chosen 
over others who aren’t.

When local government sets or expands 
curfews on bars, clubs and restaurants, it 
favors or penalizes some businesses at 
the expense of others that aren’t affected.

Special taxes and license fees favor busi-
nesses that don’t have to pay at the expense 
of businesses covered by the legislation. 
Change a few terms and the groups favored 
or penalized might reverse positions.

Examples abound. One reason lob-
byists fill the halls of government is to 
get clients into favored groups or out of 
penalized groups by tweaking legislation 
or bidding terms.

Legislation will always yield winners 
and losers. The concern should not be that 
everyone can’t win, but that the ground 
rules that create winners are purposeful 
and fair. 

In economic incentives, the purpose is 
clear: create jobs and investments in care-
fully targeted areas to benefit the state in the 
long run. Fairness rests on whether other 
businesses similarly situated and provid-
ing similar benefits would get the same 
opportunity to gain benefits by fulfilling 
promises.

That shouldn’t be a problem, because 
the more companies we have fulfilling job-
creating goals, the healthier our economy 
gets – and the more the state collects in 
taxes that funded the incentives. The leg-
islature’s own studies show that incentives 
reward the state with far more tax income 
than it pays out.

But in the argument over incentives, 
lawmakers glossed over the fact that 
Enterprise Florida does far more than 
incentivize growth. The agency markets 
the state around the globe and the nation, 

helping all Florida businesses that want to 
participate sell goods and services in other 
markets – again, pouring more tax money 
into the state to pay for roads, education and 
other needs without tapping the taxpayers.

The sad thing is that our lawmakers 
certainly know better. They have to know 
that most businesses and jobs that Enter-
prise Florida brings into the state come for 
no incentives at all. Simply publicizing 
Florida’s income-tax-free environment 
and other business-friendly advantages 
have brought uncounted economic gains 
to Florida.

But in a single vote Friday, the state 
House undercut much of that business-
friendly image. What state friendly to 
business wants to shut its commerce and 
economic development agency? What state 
says that rather than get $3 to $5 in govern-
ment revenue for every dollar it expends 
on economic growth it will gladly forego 
both the revenue and the jobs? 

That’s a closed-for-business stance. The 
fact that the bill is unlikely to become law 
doesn’t make it any better for our image 
among future investors. Those investors 
will realize that one way or another, we’re 
choking to death future jobs and develop-
ment. Is that a state where you want to hang 
your business hat?

Every Miami-Dade business should let 
its representative and senator know that its 
political and campaign support will go only 
to those who believe in economic gain – 
and who prove that belief when they vote.

Jerry Haar
education is a strong explanatory factor, ac-
cording to a study by the Florida Research 
Consortium and the Florida Chamber 
Foundation. And the Pew Charitable Trusts 
and the State Higher Education Executive 
Officers Association conducted a survey 
that revealed Florida’s ranking as dead 
last among 50 states in funding per full-
time student. 

Even worse, state funding of higher 
education per student among Florida’s 
top research universities is half that of all 
other states.

Nevertheless, in a myriad of bright spots 
cutting-edge scientific and technological 
developments are on par with hotbeds of 
innovation across the nation. 

Most prominent is the Florida High Tech 
Corridor, spanning 23 counties across the 
state, connected by three research universi-
ties. TheFISE Energy Tech Incubator and 
Innovation Hub at the University of Florida, 
the C. Scott Ellington Technology Business 
Incubator and Tech Runway program at 
Florida Atlantic University along with sci-
ence, technology and medical innovation 
activities at the University of Miami and 
Florida International University. Florida 
is achieving notable success in photonics/
optics; microelectronics; digital media; 
computer systems design; and modeling, 
simulation and training.

In all fairness, rankings at the state level 
do not tell the entire story. To get a true sense 
of economic competitiveness – especially 

considering income end education dispari-
ties (e.g., agricultural zones and depressed 
areas) – the geographic focus that really 
counts is cities. 

Miami, Orlando, Tampa, Gainesville 
and Tallahassee in our state, and New York 
City, the Raleigh-Durham area and Greater 
Boston outside Florida, for example. 

These “knowledge clusters” provide 
a more accurate assessment as to how 
a state is doing in its ability to compete 
economically, creating good jobs, a skilled 
workforce and a magnet for investment 
and stronger institutions and better infra-
structure.

So how do we fare in Miami, a city whose 
economy is braced by tourism, international 
commerce, and services (particularly, 
banking and real estate)? 

The picture is mixed here, as well. 
South Florida talent base in professional 
and creative services is 11th in the nation 
according to the latest report from the 
joint FIU-Miami Creative City Initiative. 
With 682,000 creative class workers, one 
is witnessing a budding global knowledge 
economy, especially in health care, arts, 
design, media and entertainment. 

Most significant, however, is the emer-
gence over the last five years of technology 
entrepreneurship as a potential engine of 
economic development. Catalyzed by the 
Knight Foundation¸ county government, 
local universities and eMerge Americas, 
Miami now ranks #2 behind Austin in 
start-ups. 

The city is a growing mecca for young 
entrepreneurs, particularly from Latin 
America and the Caribbean. And incuba-
tors, accelerators and facilitators such as 
Goldman Sachs’ 10,000 Small Businesses, 
Endeavor, Venture Hive, and Wyncode are 
fueling this dynamic development. 

The downside is that Miami ranks 

39th out of 40 in growth of scale-ups, or 
fast-growing companies – despite a good 
density of start-ups. The lack of venture 
capital and angel investment (monied 
interests prefer real estate or out-of-state 
investment opportunities) is impeding the 
sustainability and expansion of innovation 
and entrepreneurship in South Florida,

As the fourth largest state, we are punch-
ing below our weight, and our leading 
cities need to do better as well. Abundant 
sunshine and the absence of a state income 
tax are no substitutes for increased invest-
ment in human capital, infrastructure and 
effective government. 

Innovation usually leads to high skilled 
job creation, with linkages to other parts 
of the economy, especially services, which 
dominate in Florida. Maryland, Virginia, 
Texas and North Carolina – all ranked 
among the top 20 in the Bloomberg Index 
– have gotten the message. It’s time Florida 
did, as well.

The Writer
Jerry Haar is a professor of business 

at Florida International University and a 
Global Fellow of the Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars in 
Washington, DC.
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to bring you the most reliable energy and bills that are among the 
lowest in the nation. See how at FPL.com.

    THERE FOR YOU,
 IN GOOD WEATHER 
                 AND BAD.

By John Charles Robbins

The Miami City Commission 
has OK’d an agreement with 
Major League Baseball clear-
ing the way for the city to host 
this year’s All-Star Game at 
Marlins Park.

Part of the deal required the 
city to establish so-called “clean 
zones” regulating and limiting 
street vendors.

The second and final vote 
March 9 was unanimous. Com-
missioner Ken Russell was 
absent.

Mayor Tomás Regalado 
advanced the legislation and 
argued for it. “This is important, 
so we can finalize the process,” 
he told the commission.

The 2017 MLB All-Star 
Game will be played at Marlins 
Park in East Little Havana on 
July 11.

The mayor reminded com-
missioners that restricting street 
vendors during the game is a 
standard procedure, one the city 
exercised at least twice before 
when the Miami Heat was in 
the NBA Finals.

The rules target merchants 
selling counterfeit goods, and 
the legislation defines geo-
graphic areas where police can 
crack down on those opera-
tions.

The ordinance establishes 
conditions for the 2017 Major 
League Baseball All-Star Ven-
dor Program, in order to regulate 
commercial activities during 
the 2017 All-Star Game in the 
clean zones beginning at 12:01 
a.m. July 5 and ending at 11:59 
p.m. July 12.

The ordinance prohibits “the 
sale, offer for sale, or distribu-
tion of counterfeit goods, wares, 
and merchandise of Major 
League Baseball merchandise 
in the clean zones” during that 
period.

The boundaries of the clean 
zones are:

■The streets and rights-of-
way between Northwest 12th 
and 17th avenues and Northwest 
Second and Seventh streets. 
These are the blocks surround-
ing the stadium.

■The streets and rights-of-
way between Biscayne Bay and 
Northeast Second Avenue and 
Biscayne Bay Way, and Miami 
Riverwalk serving on the south 
and the MacArthur Causeway 
on the north. This area includes 
downtown extending several 
blocks to include Bayfront Park, 
Bayside Marketplace,  the 
area around AmericanAirlines 
Arena, and north to include the 
Pérez Art Museum Miami.

The mayor and Commissioner 
Frank Carollo sponsored the 
legislation.

Mr. Carollo had earlier ex-
pressed concern about the or-
dinance harming food vendors, 
like a licensed sidewalk vendor 
selling hot dogs. But the city 
attorney said the clean zones 
won’t affect food and beverage 
vendors.

The ordinance also regulates 
signage.

It reads, “Inflatables, cold air 
balloons, banners, pennants, 
flags, building wraps, A-frame 
signs, projected image signs, 
electronic variable message 

signs, and light emitting diode 
signs of any kind of a com-
mercial nature and viewable 
from public property shall be 

prohibited in the Clean Zones, 
unless sanctioned or authorized 
by the City and by Major League 
Baseball.”

Along with the All-Star 
Game, the week will include 
MLB All-Star FanFest and All-
Star Sunday events.
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Novel chronicles the South Asian immigrant experience in US 

To battle cut-through drivers, city restricts access to a street

SOUTHEAST OVERTOWN/PARK WEST
COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY

PLEASE ALL TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Commissioners Meet-
ing of the Southeast Overtown/Park West Community Redevelop-
ment Agency (SEOPW CRA) is scheduled to take place on Tuesday, 
March 21, 2017 at 4:00 p.m., at Camillus House, 1603 NW 7th Ave-
nue, Building B, Miami Florida, 33136.  
All interested persons are invited to attend. For more information 
please contact the SEOPW CRA office at (305) 679-6800.

#25383   Clarence E. Woods III, Executive Director
Southeast Overtown/Park West

Community Redevelopment Agency

CITY OF MIAMI, FLORIDA

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Miami City Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, March 23, 2017 to consider 
the award of a Park programming agreement contract, to Amigos for Kids for the 2017-2022 
contract period, for the provision of after school instruction and program management, family 
events, cultural and recreational activities for youth to be provided at Jose Marti Park, and to 
consider the City Manager’s recommendation in finding that competitive negotiation methods are 
not practicable or advantageous regarding these issues. Inquiries regarding this notice may be 
addressed to LaCleveia Morley, Department of Parks and Recreation at (305) 416-1332.
 
This action is being considered pursuant to Section 18-86(A)(3)(c) services related to educational 
services and activities provided by non-profit organizations within city parks of the Code of the 
City of Miami, Florida, as amended. The recommendation and finding to be considered in this 
matter are set forth in the proposed resolution and in this Code Section, which are deemed to be 
incorporated by reference herein and are available as public records from the City of Miami. The 
Public Hearing will be held in conjunction with the regularly scheduled City Commission meeting of 
March 23, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. at Miami City Hall, 3500 Pan American Drive, Miami, Florida 33133.
 
The Miami City Commission requests all interested parties be present or represented at the 
meeting and may be heard with respect to any proposition before the City Commission in which 
the City Commission may take action.  Should any person desire to appeal any decision of the City 
Commission with respect to any matter to be considered at this meeting, that person shall ensure 
that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made including all testimony and evidence upon which 
any appeal may be based (F.S. 286.0105).
 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons needing special 
accommodations to participate in this proceeding may contact the Office of the City Clerk at (305) 
250-5361 (Voice) no later than five (5) business days prior to the proceeding.  TTY users may call 
via 711 (Florida Relay Service) no later than five (5) business days prior to the proceeding.

Todd B. Hannon
                                                        City Clerk

# 25381

By Marilyn Bowden

In a career that has so far produced 
17 books and a libretto, poet and 
novelist Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni 
has become a prominent chronicler 
of the South Asian immigrant expe-
rience in America. Her latest novel, 
“Before We Visit the Goddess,” 
expands upon that theme with the 
poignant story of three generations 
of women – Sabitri, owner of a sweet 
shop in Kolkata; her daughter, Bela, 
who follows her radical boyfriend 
to exile in Houston; and her grand-
daughter, Tara, born and raised in 
America but conflicted about her 
Bengali heritage.

Ms. Divakaruni will speak at 
a members-only meeting of the 
Brickell Avenue Literary Society 
scheduled for noon today (3/16) 

By John Charles roBBins

In its continuing battle with cut-through 
traffic, the Miami City Commission is moving 
to restrict access to a city street in a residential 
neighborhood.

Commissioners on March 9 temporarily 
restricted vehicular access to Southwest 14th 
Street, directly east of the north/south alley 
running from Southwest 14th to 15th streets, 
east of Southwest 27th Avenue.

The street lies about halfway between busy 
main routes of Coral Way (Southwest 22nd 
Street) and Calle Ocho (Southwest Eighth 
Street).

Residents and city leaders for years have 
complained of the growing problem of cut-
through traffic, when motorists in a hurry 
veer off main arteries onto residential streets.

The often-speeding vehicles endanger 
pedestrians, property and other drivers, of-
ficials lament.

Cut-through traffic particularly impacts the 
residential neighborhoods north and south of 
traffic-choked US 1 (South Dixie Highway).

City commissioners have been using a 
variety of methods to deal with this problem, 
from installing and constructing traffic-
calming devices like traffic circles and speed 
humps to prohibiting through-traffic on certain 
residential streets.

The latest restriction was sponsored by 
Francis Suarez. The targeted street is in his 
District 4 area.

Mr. Suarez said Southwest 14th Street is 
the “victim” of heavy traffic congestion on 
Southwest 27th Avenue. Most of the traffic on 
the street is cut-through traffic, and “this re-
striction is to address those concerns,” he said.

The Miami-Shenandoah Neighborhood 
Association supports the restriction. The 
organization’s president, Jed Royer, spoke in 
favor of the measure.

“There is a lot of cross street traffic – we’d 
like to see this experiment,” he told commis-
sioners.

The resolution says the commission wants 
to enact this temporary access restriction pend-
ing final approval from Miami-Dade County’s 
Public Works Department.

“It is necessary to enact this temporary 
access restriction to ensure the health, safety, 
and welfare of the residents of the City of 
Miami,” it says.

The restriction could become permanent 
if studies show the move improves safety on 
the street.

City code allows a permanent access restric-
tion to certain streets upon confirmation from 
Miami-Dade-County.

Commissioner Wifredo “Willy” Gort 
backed Mr. Suarez on 
this latest restriction and 
said the problem of cut-
through traffic is so seri-
ous that further study is 
needed to see what other 
actions could help rid 
neighborhoods of speed-
ing motorists looking for a 
shortcut or just trying to avoid traffic gridlock.

“Our districts are being ruined,” said Mr. 
Gort.

In his District 1, cut-through traffic is im-
pacting Northwest 11th Street between busy 

Northwest 37th and 42nd avenues, he said.
Mr. Gort mentioned a new smartphone 

application that will steer motorists through 
residential areas when they seek the fastest 
route, making the problem worse.

Commissioners took similar action last 
summer, closing off through-traffic on two 
residential streets in the La Pastorita neigh-
borhood.

Property owners in the neighborhood, 
bounded by Southwest 32nd and 37th avenues 
and Southwest Eighth and 16th streets, ex-
pressed concern about unsafe conditions due 
to excess cut-through traffic and vehicular 
speeds.

The move involved Southwest 34th Avenue 
at its intersections with Southwest 11th and 
16th streets, and Southwest 36th Avenue at its 
intersection with Southwest 16th Street. The 
resolution authorized installation of barricades 
across Southwest 34th and 36th avenues.

The area is adjacent to Woodlawn Park 
Cemetery, a predominantly residential area 
sandwiched between busy Southwest Eighth 
Street and Coral Way.

in Temple Israel of Greater Miami, 
137 NE 19th St. (Details: 786-691-
4521 or contact@BrickellLiterary.
org). The society is sponsored by 
Sabadell United Bank, the National 
YoungArts Foundation and Miami 
Today.

“With each of my novels,” Ms. 
Divakaruni wrote in her blog, “I 
try to set myself a new challenge. 
While writing my newest, ‘Before 
We Visit the Goddess,’ I set myself 
two: I would write a novel-in-stories, 
and I would use multiple voices to 
tell the three-generational tale of 
Sabitri, Bela and Tara. Additionally, 
some of these voices would be male. 
(So maybe that’s three challenges!)

“The male voices were diffi-
cult. I won’t pretend they weren’t. 
Women’s voices just come more 
naturally to me. I understand how 

they think. How they look at the 
world. Men – not so much.”

Moving across seven decades and 
two continents, these interwoven 
voices tell a haunting story of mis-
understanding and reconciliation, 
pain and joy, weakness and strength.

Like many women in Ms. Divaka-

runi’s novels, these three don’t have 
very good karma when it comes to 
men. Or perhaps it’s just the gender 
gap she alludes to in her blog that 
leads them to unfortunate choices, 
with results that echo through the 
generations.

“How the useless past tugged at 
you, unsteadying the breath,” Sabitri 
muses as she tries to explain herself 
to her granddaughter in a letter that 
will be lost for a quarter of a century.

Of Bela, listening to her husband 
and his friend make plans to buy a 
house as an investment – that quint-
essential American dream – Ms. 
Divakaruni writes, “their voices 
were excited and self-assured and 
conspirational, the way they used 
to be in India when they were politi-
cal leaders. As she watched them it 
struck her that America might have 
saved their lives, but it had also 
diminished them.”

Tara’s father – the most fully 
realized male character – neatly 
summarizes his cultural transition 
as he muses over questions he must 
answer to fill out an official form, 
starting with his name: born Sanjay 
in the Indian village of Ranchi, he’s 
known pejoratively as Sheno by an 
uncle in Kolkata whose ward he 
becomes. His ex-wife called him 
Shona. After decades in Houston, 
“to his professional contacts he’s 
Jay; to his bar buddies he’s J.D.” His 
current girlfriend calls him Jayman, 

“like he’s some kind of superhero.”
Ms. Divakaruni, who came to 

the US from Kolkata as a graduate 
student, lists among her literary 
achievements a C.Y. Lee Creative 
Writing Award, a PEN Syndicated 
Fiction Award, several Pushcart 
Prizes, the South Asian Literary 
Association’s Distinguished Author 
Award and many more. She is cur-
rently the Betty & Gene McDavid 
Professor of Creative Writing at the 
University of Houston.

“Before We Visit the 
Goddess,”by Chitra Baner-
jee Divakaruni, 212 pages, is 
$25 hardbound from Simon & 
Schuster. Details: www.simo-
nandschuster.com.

Willy Gort
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As parks bond funding runs out, mayor looks ahead to more
Merry-go-round in Crandon Park on Key Biscayne offers a relaxing family-oriented ride in a county park. Parks also provide education and insight into South Florida’s nature.

2017&&
Banking 

Finance

Nothing is changing more rapidly than the financial sector. Miami Today will 
highlight changes and look to the future in a special section that focuses on 
both trends and breaking news in the financial marketplace. We are the perfect 
marketing platform to showcase your services and what makes your institution 
different, alongside the most thorough business readership in Miami-Dade 
County. Get the attention of 68,000 plus readers who rank Miami Today Best 
for news in Banking and Finance.

Reader Demographics:
•62% are managerial level and 24% own their business.
•Mean household income $259,499.
All figures from a survey released in 2015 by Behavioral Science Research

Take advantage of this issue and reach the business leaders who can and do act, shaping the finan-
cial landscape of Miami. To reserve your ad space call our advertising department at 305-358-1008. 
Deadline is Tuesday, March 21, at Noon.

March 23

MiaMiToday
A Singular Voice in an Evolving City

By Susan Danseyar

Mayor Carlos Gimenez has issued 
a report to county commissioners 
about future parks and open spaces, 
stating Miami-Dade is within $1 
million of fully expending the $230 
million from Safe Neighborhood 
Parks program bonds that funded 
more than 250 parks and other proj-
ects. Within three years, he stated, 
the county will pay off its criminal 
justice bonds, freeing up capacity in 
its voted debt millage rate.

“Finally, we have a strategic 
plan already unanimously adopted 
in 2008 by our Board of County 
Commissioners and subsequently 
by all of our 34 municipalities and 
the School Board – the Parks and 
Open Spaces Master Plan – that 
calls for great parks, public spaces, 
natural and cultural areas, streets, 
greenways, blue-ways and trails to 
form the framework for a more sus-
tainable community,” Mr. Gimenez 
wrote. “This is the time for us, as 
a community, to decide our future 
parks system.”

Implementation of the master plan 
must be considered a vital element 
of a healthy, prosperous county, he 
went on to say. “Existing regional 
and municipal parks require con-
tinued support and the master plan 
addresses both the needs of these 
assets with a visionary approach to 
integrating improved and expanded 
parks, public spaces and programs 
that make people happy, keep chil-
dren active and safe into the overall 
fabric of the community.”

At the same time Miami-Dade is 
developing a way to implement the 
master plan, Mr. Gimenez said, “We 
must also develop a strategy to pro-
vide the resources needed to support 
not only capital development but also 
operations and programming as well 
as long-term maintenance needs.”

The mayor went on to say that at 
least in the case of the voted debt 
millage, flexibility will be available 
in the near future. He has asked 
senior management in the areas 
of parks and recreation, finance 
and budget to work with the Parks 
Foundation, Miami Foundation and 
key stakeholders to “continue this 
effort with vigor.” 

Developing a reasonable sched-
ule for implementation, resource 
options and a system for oversight 
and monitoring, which takes into 
account lessons learned from 
previous public programs, will 
take time, Mr. Gimenez said. The 
administration began reporting to 
the commission’s committee of 

jurisdiction on a quarterly basis 
in December 2016.

At the April 12, 2016, Unin-
corporated Municipal Service 
Area Committee meeting, Com-
missioner Daniella Levine Cava 

requested that the administration 
report on additional alternative 
revenue sources that could be 
used to supplant existing park fees 
and include a review of measures 
undertaken by other jurisdictions 

for their respective systems. 
At the same time, Mr. Gimenez 

wrote, he began meeting with park 
advocates – led by the Miami Foun-
dation and the Parks Foundation, 
regarding funds for Parks, Recre-

ation and Open Spaces Department’s 
unmet needs, deferred maintenance, 
security, programs; and the build-out, 
operation and maintenance of the 
county’s Parks and Open Spaces 
master plan.
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Our next advertorial opportunity is fast approaching. 
An advertorial will highlight all you cannot convey in an ad alone. 

Our readers will get a more complete understanding of  your brand 
with this perfect complement to your advertising campaign. 

Tell your whole story in our April 6 issue.

There is no better way to take advantage of  advertising

Campaign options
1/8 of  a page or larger

Package A
1/8 page or larger
13 weeks in a row
40% frequency discount,
plus 1/3 page 
complimentary Advertorial

Package B
1/8 page or larger
7 ads in 7 weeks
32% frequency discount,
plus 1/3 page 
complimentary Advertorial

Package C
1/8 page or larger
7 ads in 13 weeks
18% frequency discount,
plus 1/3 page 
complimentary Advertorial

Package D
1/8 page or larger
4 ads in 4 weeks
23% frequency discount,
plus 1/3 page 
complimentary Advertorial

HAVE A STRONG PRESENCE IN MIAMI TODAY
GET THE MOST FROM YOUR ADVERTISING DOLLARS

GET THE RESULTS YOU NEED

Contact our Advertising Department at 305-358-1008 to begin your campaign. 

Everyone who earns it gets it
at no additional charge.

Spotlight on Excellence
April 6

The icing on the cake for an advertising campaign
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FirstBank plants flagship in Brickell

80 Leucadendra Drive estate has deep-water access, stunning view.

St. Thomas adds financial support

Audrey Ross offers Gables showpiece

Lower tuition rates at St. Thomas include graduate courses texts.

Brickell is the hub of FirstBank Florida’s Platinum Banking Division.

FirstBank Florida has opened
its flagship location in the heart
of Brickell, Miami’s internation-
ally known financial district. The
new, state-of-the-art Brickell
branch, at 848 Brickell Ave., is
the bank’s 11th South Florida
location.

A leading boutique bank al-
ready known for offering an
extensive suite of services for
personal and professional finan-
cial requirements, FirstBank
Florida will introduce a new
service line tailored to meet the
needs of people who live and
work in Brickell, one of Miami’s
fastest-growing – and densest
– mixed business and residen-
tial areas in the thriving South
Florida landscape.

The Brickell branch will serve
as the hub of FirstBank Florida’s
Platinum Banking Division, a
growing concierge-style plat-
form for local and international
businesses and individuals who
seek white-glove service from
a team of proven, professional
bankers.

“We have been fortunate to
effectively support our custom-

ers’ requirements personally and
swiftly while contributing to the
region’s economic recovery,”
says Calixto Garcia-Velez, re-
gional executive and executive
vice president of FirstBank
Florida. “Now is the perfect
time to operate our flagship lo-
cation in the epicenter of the
Southeast’s financial gateway
to the world.”

FirstBank Florida’s best-of-
breed practices coupled with an
optimum standard of personal-
ization have guided its ability to
choose strategic locations that
best ensure its customers’ re-
quirements are served. Ramon
Casanova, vice president and
branch manager as well as a
leader within FirstBank Florida’s
Platinum Banking Division, is
spearheading the Brickell loca-
tion. Mr. Casanova brings to
the position more than 23 years
of banking experience, 18 of
them in the Brickell market.

“Our organization is driven
by a set of values that stem
from being one with the com-
munity,” Mr. Garcia-Velez says.
“From this ingratiation with our

customers, we are keenly aware
of the growing dynamics and
demands placed upon them, and
we are continuing to evolve and
enhance our personalized ser-
vices to extenuate our commit-
ment and ensure their objec-
tives are met.”

The Brickell branch is the
third new FirstBank Florida lo-
cation to open over the past
four years,  joining other
branches in Pinecrest and Hi-
aleah. A new branch in Kendall
is in the wings – and the bank is
eyeing expansion in Broward
County, where it currently has
four branches, as well. In the
same period of time, the bank
has experienced more than 68%
loan growth, 33% deposit
growth and 17% employee
growth.

Established in 1948, FirstBank
has operated continuously for
more than 65 years and has
grown to more than $13 billion
in assets. The second largest
bank headquartered in Puerto
Rico and the largest bank serv-
ing the Virgin Islands, FirstBank
operates as a full-service com-

mercial bank, with regional
headquarters in Miami and a
network of strategically placed
FirstBank Florida branch loca-
tions throughout Miami-Dade
and Broward counties.

Details: FirstBank Florida: (305)
577-6000 or www.1firstbank.com.
Media contact: Deidre Krause,
(305) 710-8500 or
deidre@stircommnications.com.

In response to market demand,
St. Thomas University has in-
troduced a pair of financial as-
sistance programs to help stu-
dents prepare themselves for
leadership roles in the careers of
their choice.

On the graduate level, per-
credit tuition rates has been re-
duced across the board – a sav-
ings of as much as 42% in some
programs.

“As important as providing a
quality private education is en-
suring that our students are able
to graduate with an advanced
degree that will assist in career
advancement, with as little debt
as possible,” said University
President Franklyn M. Casale.
“The adjustments ensure an in-
credible return on investment for
our students. It is a value propo-
sition that is win-win for them.”

The lower tuition rates also

include the cost of textbooks for
all graduate courses, guarantee-
ing that all students have their
books available on the first day
of the semester.

“Studies demonstrate that stu-
dents who have books when
classes begin will achieve more
success in their courses,” said
Provost & Chief Academic Of-
ficer Irma Becerra. “This ap-
proach demonstrates our com-
mitment to ensuring that our stu-
dents don’t merely enroll and
attend, but graduate in a timely
manner with their desired de-
grees.”

The changes to graduate tu-
ition rates and the book policy
coincide with the university’s
launch of 18 new market-driven
degree programs in such fields
as Cybersecurity Management,
Trade & Logistics and Big Data
Analytics.

St. Thomas University’s mis-
sion emphasizes the teaching of
leadership skills as a pathway to
professional success. Through
a partnership with the state’s
Florida Complete program, the
university is offering an oppor-
tunity to complete unfinished
undergraduate degrees that will
lead to a bachelor’s degree in
Organizational Leadership. Work
experience as well as completed
college courses can be applied
as credits for this accelerated,
fully online degree program, said
Burcu Ayrim, the university’s
director of marketing.

Applicants for the program
may also be eligible for Com-
plete Florida scholarships, she
says, varying in amount from
$1,000 to $3,000, based on fac-
tors such as grade point aver-
ages and the number of credit
hours completed. Students can

learn more about the details of
the program, Ms. Ayrim says,
including the total cost of the
degree, at www.stu.edu/Leader-
ship.

St. Thomas University, a pri-
vate institution dedicated to the
Catholic intellectual tradition with
a strong ethical grounding, has
been an important part of South
Florida’s higher education land-
scape for more than 50 years.
The St. Thomas experience,

which includes a Study in Spain
program, a United Nations in-
ternship and travel to Haiti, is a
laboratory for life in the coming
decades, with people of many
cultures sharing ethical values
and bringing about positive
change in their communities.

St. Thomas University is at
16401 NW 37th Ave., Miami
Gardens. Details:
www.stu.edu.

High on a knoll within the
exclusive gated community of
Gables Estates, one of the most
sought-after neighborhoods in
South Florida, a magnificent
showpiece has come onto the
market.

The estate at 80 Leucadendra
Drive – a private world unto
itself – is a two-story dwelling
rich in amenities and unique ar-
chitectural accents, with envi-
able deep-water access and an
overwhelming view of Biscayne
Bay. It’s represented by Audrey
Ross, the area’s highly respected
luxury real estate specialist.

“This is a stunning home!”
Mrs. Ross says. “We find in its
design a number of the best
elements of the Spanish Colo-
nial Revival period, from an ar-
cade supported by molded col-
umns to the beautifully arched
double-door entry. Every ele-
ment of this luxurious residence
exudes elegance and warmth.”

With its spacious, sunlit
rooms, French limestone and
wood floorings, wide windows
and vaulted ceilings, she says,
the residence could easily be
likened to a bayside palace.

She points to the regal ap-
pearance of a wide, sweeping
staircase that serves as the cen-
terpiece of the foyer. The spa-
cious living and dining rooms,
covered patio and lushly ap-
pointed grounds are ideal for
large-scale entertaining.

Everywhere throughout this
amazing home, Mrs. Ross says,
are one-of-a-kind features, such
as the custom-made cabinetry
from Joe Banner Cabinets of
North Carolina and a chandelier
that once hung in a convent in
Argentina.

Outside are works by distin-
guished artists, some of which
can, like the impressive dining
room table and buffet custom-
designed by Mauricio Chande-

liers in Atlanta, be purchased
separately. The estate also in-
cludes two two-car garages, a
media room, his and her wood-
paneled offices, a billiards room,
a state-of-the-art wine cellar and
an engaging summer kitchen.

Price is available on request.
Mrs. Ross, known in interna-

tional real estate circles as
Miami’s Woman at the Top,
says she believes no one should
settle for anything that does not
exceed expectations.

“So if this magnificent prop-
erty isn’t precisely what you’re
looking for,” she says, “I’ll go
to work to find one that is.”

With a reputation for discretion
second to none, Mrs. Ross enjoys
many referrals. Her clientele  in-
cludes Fortune 500 executives,
film stars, international entertain-
ment figures, sports celebrities
and heads of foreign countries – a
veritable Who’s Who of the
world’s movers and shakers.

As a leading broker-associate
and senior vice president with EWM
Realty International, her profes-
sional affiliations with Christie’s
Great Estates, Who’s Who in
Luxury Real Estate, the Interna-
tional Real Estate Foundation
(FIABCI), Forbes.com and more
assure that client listings enjoy na-
tional and international exposure.

Mrs. Ross was also the first
Miami-Dade County Realtor to
have her own iPhone app, pro-
viding ease of access to clien-
tele worldwide. It’s available
through the iPhone app store,
keyword “Audrey Ross.”

Details: (305) 960-2575 or
www.miamirealestate.com
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Filming in miami

These film permits were issued last week by 
the Miami-Dade County Department of Regu-
latory & Economic Resources’ Office of Film 
and Entertainment, (305) 375-3288; the Miami 
Mayor’s Office of Film, Arts & Entertainment, 
(305) 860-3823; and the Miami Beach Office 
of Arts, Culture and Entertainment-Film and 
Print Division, (305) 673-7070. 
HG Producers. Miami. LB Sport. Haulover Beach Park.
Mobile Arts Inc. Miami Beach. Dupont. Greynolds Park, 
Kendall Soccer Park.
Great Artist Series. Miami. 50 Years of Culture in South 
Florida as brought by. Miami Beach citywide.
Paradiso Pictures LLC. Miami. I Am Frankie. Goulds Park.
Whiteboard Pictures. New York. Peace Corps “The Vol-
unteers.” Miami International Airport.
Sunsetprod Inc. New York. Les Angels. Countywide.
NFGTV Inc. New York. Love & Hip Hop Miami Season 1. 
Miami Beach citywide.
Machete Productions. Los Angeles. Wags Miami Season 
2. Countywide, Miami Beach citywide.
NHNZ Ltd. Dunedin. What the Florida. Miami Beach 
citywide, Miami-Dade County Property.
Bonnier Corporation. Winter Park. Grundens Video Series. 
Matheson Hammock Park.
N House Productions. Miami. Carters. Countywide.
HG Producers. Miami. LBrands Stills. Crandon Park Beach.
The Production Factory LLC. Miami Beach. Bonmarche. 
Countywide, Miami Beach citywide.
Swann-Niemann Inc. Elliottsberg. Cato Summer. County-
wide, Miami Beach citywide.
Burlington Stores. Burlington. Summer Direct Mail 2017. 
South Pointe Park.
Kurt Gardner Photography Inc. Old Forge. Bob Stores. 
Miami Beach citywide, Tropical Park.
Float. Miami. Missed Connection. Miami International 
Airport.
University of Miami School of Communication. Coral 
Gables. Missed Connection. Miami International Airport. 

Endocrine surgery 
chief named

The Miami Cancer Institute at 
Baptist Health South Florida has 
named Robert Udelsman chief 
of endocrine surgery and direc-
tor of the Endocrine Neoplasia 
Institute. Dr. Udelsman had been a 
surgeon-in-chief at Yale-New Ha-
ven Hospital. He holds a medical 
degree from George Washington 
University. 

WTDC promotes to 
president & CEO

WTDC has promoted Sean Ga-
zitua to president and chief execu-
tive officer. Mr. Gazitua had been 
vice president at WTDC. He holds 
a bachelor’s degree from Florida 
International University. 

Apollo Bank 
names senior VP

Apollo Bank has named Ger-
man Olivera senior vice presi-
dent and commercial lending of-
ficer. Mr. Olivera had been senior 
vice president and a commercial 
lending officer at U.S. Century 
Bank. He holds a bachelor’s de-

gree from Florida International 
University.

VS/Brooks adds 
senior media buyer 

VS/Brooks has added Monica 
Agurto as a senior media buyer. 
Ms. Agurto had been a senior media 
buyer at Zubi Advertising Services. 
She holds a bachelor’s degree from 
Florida International University. 

Holland & Knight 
adds senior counsel

Holland & Knight has appointed 
Vicky Fulop as senior counsel. Ms. 
Fulop had been of counsel at DLA 
Piper. She holds a JD and a master 
of laws degree from Columbia 
University. 

Architecture school 
names board chair

John Sumberg, a managing 
partner at Bilzin Sumberg, has been 
named chair of the Master of Real 
Estate Development + Urbanism 
Advisory Board at the University of 
Miami School of Architecture. Mr. 
Sumberg holds a bachelor’s degree 
and a JD from Yale University.  

Becker & Poliakoff 
adds shareholder 

Becker & Poliakoff has added 
shareholder Curtis Hunter to 
the firm’s corporate and securities 
practice group. Mr. Hunter had 
been a partner at Berger Singerman. 
He holds a bachelor’s degree from 
Florida State University, a JD from 
the Cumberland School of Law and 
a master of laws degree from the 
University of Miami. 

AEI U.S. Studio 
names partner

AEI U.S. Studio has named David 
Chason partner. Mr. Chason had 
been a design director at Gensler. He 
holds an associate’s degree from The 
New York School of Interior Design 
and a bachelor’s degree from George 
Washington University. 

BankUnited names 
senior executive VP

BankUnited has promoted Cristi-
na di Mauro to senior executive vice 
president and Florida commercial 
banking executive. In her new role, 
Ms. di Mauro will be responsible for 
overseeing the bank’s Florida com-
mercial line of business. She holds 
a bachelor’s degree from Florida 
International University. 

NAI Miami adds 
broker assistant 

NAI Miami has added Jonathon 
Pavlov to its investment brokerage 
division as a broker assistant. Mr. 
Pavlov had been a mate on the motor 
yacht Mariner III.

Multiple Sclerosis 
adds to board

Enrique Conde, a shareholder in 
the corporate and securities practice 
of law firm Greenberg Traurig P.A., 
has been appointed to the National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society board of 
directors for the South Florida chap-
ter. Mr. Conde holds a bachelor’s 
degree and a JD from the University 
of Pennsylvania.

Sean Gazitua
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100 gather to paint a picture of Little Havana’s future

UM electrical engineering grad Michael Caballero and Dolly MacIntyre, 
secretary of the Dade Heritage Trust, confer at Table 9 on Saturday.

Domino Park on Southwest Eighth Street is one of the icons of Little 
Havana, the topic of the meeting, branded “Little Havana Me Importa.”

Photos by Susan Danseyar

Public Notice

For legal ads online, go to http://legalads.miamidade.gov

NOTICE IS GIVEN that a meeting of the Miami-Dade County Board of County Commissioners will be held on Tuesday, 
March 21, 2017, at 9:30 AM, in the Commission Chambers, located on the Second Floor of the Stephen P. Clark Center,  
111 N.W. First Street, Miami, Florida, wherein, among other matters to be considered, a public hearing will be held at 
such time that the item is called on the following:

Resolutions and Ordinance:
•	 	Resolution	 approving	 significant	 modification	 of	 Building	 Better	 Communities	 General	 Obligation	 Bond	 Program	

Project No. 344– “Lighting Fixtures For Kendall And Intracoastal District Police Stations” to reduce its allocation by 
$405,829.80 for a new total allocation of $324,170.20 and addition of new Project No. 362- “Homeland Security 
Marine	Patrol	Vessel”	to	be	funded	with	$405,829.80	from	Project	No.	344,	all	as	identified	in	appendix	a	to	Resolution	
No.	R-915-04,	after	a	public	hearing;	declaring	$405,829.80	surplus	funds;	and	waiving	provisions	of	Implementing	
Order 3-47 regarding adding new projects to bond program using surplus funds

•	 	Resolution	renaming	the	Miami-Dade	Fire	Rescue	Department	Headquarters	the	‘’R.	David	Paulison	Fire	Headquarters’’	
by	a	three-fiths	vote	of	Board	members	present

•	 	Ordinance	granting	petition	of	Century	Homebuilders	Group,	LLC,	for	establishment	of	a	Community	Development	
District;	 creating	 and	 establishing	Century	Park	Place	Community	Development	District	 to	 be	 located	 in	 an	 area	
bounded	by	theoretical	SW	90	Avenue	on	the	East,	theoretical	SW	5	Street	on	the	South,	SW	92	Ave	on	the	West,	and	
SW	4	Street	on	the	North;	providing	for	name,	powers	and	duties;	providing	description	and	boundaries;	providing	
initial	members	of	Board	of	Supervisors;	accepting	proferred	declaration	of	restrictive	covenants

Resolution Approving the Following Waiver of Plat:
•	 	Resolution	approving	the	Waiver	of	Plat	of	Horacio	Huembes	&	Marianne	F.	Huembes,	D-23762,	 (bounded	on	the	

North	approximately	470	feet	South	of	SW	68	street,	on	the	East	approximately	1,100	feet	West	of	92	Avenue,	on	the	
South	by	SW	70	Street,	and	on	the	West	by	SW	94	Avenue)

All	interested	parties	may	appear	and	be	heard	at	the	time	and	place	specified	in	accordance	with	the	Board’s	Rules	of	
Procedure.  

A person who decides to appeal any decision made by any board, agency, or commission with respect to any matter 
considered at its meeting or hearing, will need a record of proceedings.  Such persons may need to ensure that a 
verbatim	record	of	the	proceedings	is	made,	including	the	testimony	and	evidence	upon	which	the	appeal	is	to	be	based.		

Miami-Dade	County	provides	equal	access	and	equal	opportunity	in	its	programs,	services	and	activities	and	does	not	
discriminate on the basis of disability.  For material in alternate format, a sign language interpreter or other accommodation, 
please call 305-375-2035 or send email to: agendco@miamidade.gov	at	least	five	days	in	advance	of	the	meeting.

HARVEY	RUVIN,	CLERK 
CHRISTOPHER	AGRIPPA,	DEPUTY	CLERK

Public Notice

For legal ads online, go to http://legalads.miamidade.gov

NOTICE IS GIVEN that a meeting of the Miami-Dade County Board of County Commissioners will be held on 
Thursday, March 23, 2017, at 9:30 AM, in the Commission Chambers, located on the Second Floor of the Stephen P. Clark 
Center, 111 N.W. First Street, Miami, Florida, wherein, among other matters to be considered, a public hearing will be held 
the following resolution:

	 •	 	Resolution	deciding	the	appeal	by	John	Forte,	Sue	Olsen,	Rodrigo	Rosa,	Paul	J.	Meyer,	Adriana	Rossi	Pizzouri	
TRS,	Homestead	Equities	607	LLC,	and	Jorge	Basabe	of	the	decision	by	the	Miami-Dade	County	Historic	
Preservation	Board	to	designate	Harbour	Bay	Condominium,	located	at	10281	East	Bay	Harbor	Drive,	Bay	
Harbor	Islands,	Miami-Dade	County,	Florida,	as	a	Miami-Dade	County	historic	site

All	 interested	parties	may	appear	and	be	heard	at	the	time	and	place	specified	in	accordance	with	the	Board’s	Rules	of	
Procedure.  

A	 person	who	 decides	 to	 appeal	 any	 decision	made	 by	 any	 board,	 agency,	 or	 commission	with	 respect	 to	 any	matter	
considered	at	its	meeting	or	hearing,	will	need	a	record	of	proceedings.		Such	persons	may	need	to	ensure	that	a	verbatim	
record	of	the	proceedings	is	made,	including	the	testimony	and	evidence	upon	which	the	appeal	is	to	be	based.		

Miami-Dade	County	 provides	 equal	 access	 and	 equal	 opportunity	 in	 its	 programs,	 services	 and	 activities	 and	does	 not	
discriminate	on	the	basis	of	disability.		For	material	in	alternate	format,	a	sign	language	interpreter	or	other	accommodation,	
please	call	305-375-2035	or	send	email	to:	agendco@miamidade.gov	at	least	five	days	in	advance	of	the	meeting.

HARVEY	RUVIN,	CLERK 
CHRISTOPHER	AGRIPPA,	DEPUTY	CLERK

By SuSan DanSeyar

Over 100 people gave their 
opinions last week on what they 
like about Little Havana and how 
they want it to develop moving 
forward.

A number of stakeholders came 
to Miami Senior High School 
on Saturday for the first of three 
community meetings dedicated to 
Little Havana.

Plusurbia – in partnership with 
the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, Dade Heritage Trust 
and Live Healthy Little Havana – 
invited anyone with interest in the 
neighborhood to share thoughts 
on a long-term plan for the com-
munity’s healthy future while 
protecting its history and heritage.

In January, the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation declared 
the neighborhood a “national 
treasure.” During a ceremony 
in the Manuel Artime Theatre, 
where the announcement was 
made, Plusurbia principal Juan 
Mullerat said his architectural and 
urban design firm headquartered 
in Coconut Grove, along with its 
partners, would be launching a 
long-term planning process to 
work with neighborhood resi-
dents, civic leaders and others to 
steer the community forward with 
its past intact.

The first meeting was Saturday, 
March 11. The next two are to be 
in April and May on dates to be 
announced.

Seated at tables wearing tags 
with just their first names, people 
from all walks of life talked about 
their concerns, hopes and love for 
the historic community. 

Called “Little Havana, ME IM-
PORTA,” the meeting began with 
a welcome from a woman who’s 
working with a residential group 
in the community. She introduced 
Mr. Mullerat. “We needed a local 
to lead us,” Mr. Mullerat said. 
“Little Havana is a very special 
place. The National Trust for 
Historic Preservation is the larg-
est advocacy group within the 
nation with a focus on advocacy 
for neighborhoods which like to 
restore old buildings.”

“We believe Little Havana’s 
older and historic buildings serve 
the community for a healthy 
place to be,” he said. “Cultures 
are embedded in Little Havana. 
It’s because of the relationship 
you all have that we’re here,” he 
said to all in the high school’s 
library. “We’re here to listen and 
learn why Little Havana matters 
to you. Your responses will help 
us create recommendations for a 
thriving Little Havana.”

Miami Today was sitting at Table 
9, and was joined first by Michael 
Caballero, CEO of start-up Earth-
ware Inc., which is planning bio-
plastic cutlery. Also an engineer 
for Federal Express, Mr. Caballero 
moved to Miami-Dade from Port 
Charlotte in 2008 for college. 

When asked at Table 9 what 
he likes about Little Havana and 
wants for the neighborhood, Mr. 
Caballero said “walkability” and 
“cleaner,” respectively. Others 
said “historic buildings” and “pre-
serve.” Mr. Caballero liked the 
idea of walking on Eighth Street. 

The eight persons at the table 
were asked to lay out where they 
live and work; if they visit Little 
Havana local businesses; if they 
utilize the parks and, if so, which; to 

identify on a map – placed on each 
table – places that matter and why; 
identify where Little Havana can 
grow and how the neighborhoods 
should grow; and identify a street 
they love and one that’s a problem. 

Important issues to consider 
were if the street has access to 
public transportation; whether 
people speed along the street; 
whether ample shade provides a 
comfortable place to walk; and 
whether there are bike paths.

Some at the meeting were Peter 
N. Wood, Health Foundation of 
South Florida vice president of 
programs and community in-
vestments, and David Collins of 
Coconut Grove, who is working 
on an ongoing effort for a busi-
ness improvement district in Little 
Havana with Bill Fuller, one of the 
owners of Ball & Chain, a popular 
nightclub on Eighth Street.

Also there were Officer Paul 
McLaughlin of the City of Miami 
Police Department with his part-
ner; Laurie Fucini-Jay, director 
of transportation, engineering 
and planning for Urban Health 
Solutions; and Andrea Iglesias, 
the interim executive director of 
Urban Health Partnerships.

Steve Wright of Plusurbia 
summarized later Saturday night 
big-picture ideas that came from 
the 100-plus who attended.

The stakeholders talked about: 
■Creating new community and 

cultural centers.
■Ensuring that new construc-

tion is contextual and compatible 
with the neighborhood.

■Preserving and re-using his-
toric buildings.

■Protecting and enhancing the 
sense of place of Calle Ocho.

■Creating more trolley routes 
and improving trolley service.

■Improving transit connections 
to major employment centers – 
downtown and the airport; creat-
ing a water taxi along the Miami 
River; creating a transit loop.

■Identifying neighborhood 
centers and providing convenient 
and safe multi-modal connections 
between them and to employment 
centers.

■Supporting and improving 
safe and convenient pedestrian 
and bicycle movement through 
the neighborhood.

■Improving pedestrian safety 
on sidewalks and safe crosswalks.

■Providing better lighting in 
alleys, bus stops, public spaces 
and parks.

■Calming speeding traffic.
■Converting one-way to two-

way streets.
■Reducing crime for safety at 

home and in the streets.

■Ensuring that housing is af-
fordable and accessible.

■Maintaining existing build-
ings as decent places to live.

■Creating an approach for 
compassionate code compliance.

■Keeping streets clean by 
reducing litter and maintaining 
infrastructure and landscape.

■Supporting multicultural and 
multigenerational living spaces.

■Creating more parks and open 

space and improve access to exist-
ing parks.

■Planting more trees on private 
and public property.

■Adding shade.
■Improving riverfront access.
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HOTEL PLEDGE TO COMBAT MOSQUITO BORNE ILLNESSES
1.  Engage mosquito mitigation systems and practices including 

spraying, fogging and misting all public areas.

2.  Conduct employee awareness training.

3.  Designate on-site “mosquito control coordinator” to monitor 

hotel’s overall efforts.

4.  Provide complimentary mosquito repellant at strategic locations.

5.  Dispense “dunks” in all open water drains as appropriate.

6.  Chlorinate and monitor swimming pools, decorative fountains, 

ponds and other landscape water features.

7.  Eliminate standing water in planters and other decorative and 

architectural features, as well as garbage cans and containers.

8.  Remove puddles that last more than 48 hours.

9.  Maintain strict and preventive grounds keeping practices, 

including elimination of ornamental plants such as bromeliads, 

which can be mosquito breeding grounds.

10.  Ensure updated CDC guidelines and information on mosquito 

borne illnesses and prevention is available at the front desk 

and upon request.

2016 Zika lessons fresh in mind as mosquito season looms
By Marilyn Bowden

Though last year’s Zika virus 
scare did lead to some meeting 
and convention cancellations, 
2016 tourism numbers for the 
county were once again the high-
est in recent years, says William 
D. Talbert III, president & CEO 
of the Greater Miami Convention 
& Visitors Bureau.

Mr. Talbert attributes this to 
countywide initiatives that kept 
everyone up to date on mosquito-
control developments and allowed 
the tourism industry to speak with 
one voice.

“In working with the bureau’s 
crisis communicators,” he says, “our 

theme was to send appropriate mes-
saging – that there is an issue, but we 
are all working together and we will 
solve it. This was very effective.”

County government took the 
lead in overseeing all community 
mosquito-control operations, says 
Michael Hernandez, who as spokes-
person for the mayor’s office was 
the principal liaison with the media 
and the public.

“This is critical to seeing that 
all members of the community 
understand that there is one entity 
in charge of mosquito control,” he 
says. “That’s not to say that the af-
fected municipalities – Miami Beach 
and Miami – were not involved. We 
worked very closely with them.”

Once local transmission of the 
virus was confirmed, Mr. Hernandez 
says, Miami-Dade Deputy Mayor 
Alina Hudak shouldered the respon-
sibility of coordinating the county’s 
eradication efforts and maintaining 
clear lines of communication.

Taking a page from the state’s 
handling of the gulf oil spill, Mr. 
Talbert says, he suggested to Mayor 
Gimenez daily conference calls to 
keep county agencies abreast of 
developments.

“It was very robust,” he says. 
“There was a roll call every day, 
and we would give a report of what 
was happening in the hospitality 
sector and also with Visit Florida” 
– the state ‘s official tourism mar-

keting corporation, chaired this 
year by Mr. Talbert.

With daily reports on every call, 
Mr. Hernandez says, Ms. Hudak 
could brief the mayor personally.

The county also mounted aggres-
sive trilingual radio and social media 
campaigns under the hashtag “Drain 
& Cover,” Mr. Henandez says, cost-
ing well over $1 million.

“Last year we had $1.6 million 
budgeted for mosquito control,” he 
says, “but we spent $25 million, of 
which $15 million was reimbursed 
by the state.”

For the local tourism industry, 
the Zika scare – which became a 
worldwide media sensation – did 
the most damage to bookings of 

meetings and conventions, Mr. 
Talbert says. “There were cancella-
tions, particularly from groups with 
younger members,” he says, due 
to the threat of birth defects when 
Zika is contracted during pregnancy. 
“And of course there may have 
been unknown bookings that did 
not occur.”

“A year ago we didn’t even 
know what Zika was,” says Wendy 
Kallergis, president & CEO of the 
Greater Miami & the Beaches Hotel 
Association. “It came on so fast and 
furious, and then there was the media 
factor. A lot of hotels were losing 
significant group business.”

In response, the bureau and the 
hotel association got together to cre-
ate the Zika Pledge for county hotels.

“By signing this pledge,” Mr. 
Talbert says, “they are telling the 
world that we are taking preven-
tive measures, and there is some 
consistency.”

The pledge, Ms. Kallergis says, 
“commits these hotels to being re-
sponsible not only for the education 
of their visitors and their properties, 
but to have very good preventive 
programs throughout the year.”

So far, Mr. Talbert says, 74 major 
hotels across the county have signed 
the Zika pledge.

While Miami-Dade won the dis-
tinction of being the first community 
in which locally generated Zika was 
obliterated, Mr. Hernandez says, 
“given the fact that it is spreading 
in Latin America and the Caribbean, 
we have to be vigilant.”

With the mosquito-breeding sea-
son fast approaching, preparedness 
plans are kicking in.

“We will be presenting to the 
county commission a baseline 
budget of $11 million for mosquito 
control,” Mr. Hernandez says. “That 
includes the cost of 20 new inspec-
tors who have already been hired. 
We want to add another six. We’re 
also looking to hire a medical ento-
mologist.”

Media campaigns organized 
around the “Drain & Cover” hashtag 
– and also a new one, “Fight the 
Bite” – will get underway towards 
the end of March, he says, and con-
tinue through the end of the year. If 
necessary, daily conference calls will 
likely resume.

“At the end of the day,” says Mr. 
Talbert, “in this situation you’ve 
got to have all the facts. Prevention 
is the key to success in this kind 
of thing.”
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Commercial Real Estate 
& Office Space

Century Homebuilders’ new offices aid shift to smaller scale

Sergio Pino, president and founder of Century Homebuilders Group, with models of group’s big projects.

Gables endorses swap of safety building for Codina’s land

Midtown Office Center is part of four phases and 13 buildings in the company’s Midtown Doral complex.

Armando Codina at heart of swap. City’s Cathy Swanson-Rivenbark.

By Catherine Lackner

The Coral Gables city com-
mission on Tuesday unanimously 
endorsed a real estate swap that 
will propel forward its plan for 
a new public safety and office 
building.

The city had committed to 
abandoning its antiquated fire 
and police station at 2801 Salzedo 
St. and building a more modern 
facility on Salzedo Street between 
Alcazar and Minorca avenues, on 
city parking lot No. 6, an L-shaped 
parcel with 104 parking spaces.

In order to square off the build-
ing and provide more space, the 
city wants to add the vacant lot 
adjoining it at 250 Minorca Ave., 
owned by Codina Partners, but 
said the project would go forward 

with or without the additional 
land.

If the commission again agrees 
at the next reading of the ordi-
nance, the city will contract with 
C/LeJeune LLC, a Codina subsid-

iary, to swap the 35,000-square-
foot vacant lot for 63,000 square 
feet of land beneath the current 
public safety headquarters.

The value per square foot of 
the parcels is equal, at $185, said 
Leonard Roberts, city assistant 
director of economic develop-
ment, when the deal was discussed 
in January. The swap would offer 
many benefits to the city, and 
would allow the prominent local 
developer to fulfill its prior com-
mitment to the investor, he said.

As part of the deal, Codina 
Partners will receive a transfer of 
development rights and $2 million 
in impact-fee credits.

“The exchange will be based 
on a delta due to the city of $5.2 
million (due to the city site being 
larger),” said a city document. 

“The ‘as is’ transfer of the devel-
oper’s site to the city [will] occur 
by March 30, 2017 and the ‘as is’ 
transfer of city site to the devel-
oper to occur by July 30, 2020.”

The city will continue to occupy 

the current station until the new 
one is ready for occupancy. “The 
building must be completed be-
fore they move in,” City Manager 
Cathy Swanson-Rivenbark told 
commissioners Tuesday. “This 
has to be a turnkey transition.”

Various penalties are built 
into the contract in case the city 
doesn’t complete its building on 
time but “We have no intention 
of paying a nickel after the three 
years,” Ms. Swanson-Rivenbark 
said. Safeguards will be put into 
the process to make sure the city 
keeps its timetable, city staff 
members said.

Coral Gables will retain the 
option to weigh in on what’s built 
on its former fire station site and 
will have first right of refusal if 
Codina decides to sell it.

By Camila Cepero

As the two biggest joint ventures 
by Sergio Pino’s Century Home-
builders Group – Midtown Doral 
and Mansions at Doral – continue 
to rise, the development firm shifts 
its focus to smaller-scale projects, 
now being marketed out of its new 
Coral Gables sales center. 

Midtown Doral, a mixed-use 
residential community on Northwest 
107th Avenue between 74th and 
90th streets, is nearing completion 
on its first phase that will include 
537 residential units and more than 
70,000 square feet of retail space 
encompassed in four buildings. 

As of this week, 92% of units 
have closed and 90% of commercial 
space is leased.

This is a good sign, especially in an 
area that’s experiencing a soft condo 
market, said Mr. Pino, president and 
founder of Century Homebuilders 
Group.  

“Doral is very dependent on 
Venezuela and everyone who builds 
there has planned according to the 
Venezuelan market,” he said. 

However, a bumpy Venezuelan 
market has led developers to change 
their modus operandi. 

For Midtown Doral’s second 
phase, to include 470 more condo 
units and expected to break ground 
next March, the firm has decided to 
lower prices and square footage to 
appeal to both the Venezuelan and 
local markets. 

The previous plan for phase two 
included one-, two- and three-bed-
room units ranging from $259,000-
$400,000. Now, units will start at 
$159,000 and one-bedrooms will 
be downsized from 1,150 square 
feet to roughly 750 square feet, as 
two-bedrooms will decrease from 
1,500 square feet to roughly 950 
square feet. 

The firm is also currently in the 
planning stages of the second phase’s 
75,000-square-foot club and fitness 
center.

While residents have already 

started moving in, the first of com-
mercial tenants will begin moving 
in within 90 days. Mr. Pino said he 
expects 90% of commercial tenants 
to be open within six months. Tenants 
include local Italian restaurant Ca-
priccio, Mexican restaurant Cancun 
Grill, Mediterranean restaurant Ma-
roosh, a beauty salon, a barbershop 
and a pet store, among others. 

When Midtown Doral completes 
its four phases, there will be more 
than 13 buildings consisting of 1,500 
condominiums, over 300,000 square 
feet of retail, an office building and 
a condo hotel. 

The second of the large joint 
ventures is the Mansions at Doral 
private community. 

“The Mansions at Doral is not 

for everybody,” Mr. Pino said. “The 
homes range from $1.5 million to 
$2.5 million.”

“Around 45 units have been sold, 
so we have about 15 more to go. It’s 
not fast sales – these are expensive 
and customized homes.”

Now, with the opening of a new 
Coral Gables office this year, Cen-
tury Homebuilders Group is focus-

ing on new, smaller developments, 
using the office as a one-stop shop 
for all of its other properties.

“Midtown Doral and the Man-
sions at Doral sell from Doral, but 
every other community that we’re 
involved in is small and marketed 
and sold from the Coral Gables 
office,” Mr. Pino said. “It’s not like 
before, with 500 homes here and 
there. There’s no land for that busi-
ness anymore.

“We put together 12 to 14 small 
communities throughout Miami-
Dade County and we sell them from 
one location – our new state-of-the-
art sales center. When you walk in 
here, you have many options. If 
you’re looking for a place in West 
Dade or Sweetwater or Westchester 
or Coral Gables or Kendall, we have 
this location where we can give you 
all the choices that we have.”

The firm offers about 20 floor 
plans for single-family homes, each 
with three elevations.

The new smaller developments 
include Century Cove, Century 
Breeze, Century Gardens, La Joya 
Estates and Century Palms.

“The larger of the communities 
has 24 units, with the smaller ones 
having five,” Mr. Pino said. “There’s 
no land, so we target these little 
pieces.”  

The firm is just breaking ground 
on Century Park Place that will 
consist of 131 townhomes. Roughly 
50% of units have been sold. 

The firm’s most inexpensive com-
munity, Mr. Pino said, is a 138-town-
home development in Sweetwater, 
with units ranging from $229,000 
to $280,000. 

“Basically, we’re targeting that 
local market that wants to be there by 
Florida International University but 
they cannot afford pricier units, so 
that is a very attractive community.” 

All in all, Mr. Pino said, the Coral 
Gables office gives prospective 
buyers about 60 single-family home 
looks to choose from in a single 
location with the most advanced 
technology. 

Photo by Cristina Sullivan
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Wynwood committee approves a 12-story office building

Belief in newly high-rise Edgewater sends growth surging

Elysee Miami, to open in late 2018 or early 2019, has two units per floor, priced at $1.3 million and up.

By Catherine Lackner

If a 12-story office building rises at 2916-
2994 N Miami Ave. as planned, it will be 
the first true office building Wynwood has 
seen in decades, or perhaps ever.

Last fall, Aron Rosenberg of New 
York-based R&B Realty bought the 
13,800-square-foot property at Wynwood’s 
northern gateway and announced plans 
to build the 200,000-square-foot office 
building with ground floor retail and 575 
parking spaces. The building has 200 feet 
of retail frontage on North Miami Avenue.

On Tuesday, the Wynwood Design Re-
view Committee approved the developer’s 

plans with some conditions, but because 
they are as-of-right and require no rezon-
ing, Mr. Rosenberg said he foresees no 
problems. There will be some “stepping 
back” of upper floors to visually break up 
their height, he added. The project is at the 
intersection of Wynwood and Midtown, 
where 24-story buildings are allowed.

The project next goes to the Urban De-
sign Review Board and then to the city’s 
Planning and Zoning Board.

Most of the projects being planned for 
Wynwood are mixed-use, blending office, 
residential and other uses. Mr. Rosenberg 
said. “Ours is the only pure, class A com-
mercial space.”

Real estate professionals say the scar-
city of traditional office space is acute in 
Wynwood, because the area was primarily 
industrial for decades.

“Tenants who expressed interest in Wyn-
wood had to settle for other markets,” said 
Flavia Eternod, associate vice president of 
Blanca Commercial Real Estate. Or they 
leased storefront or warehouse space and 
made it work.

In the next 24 months, many tenants, 
including a significant number of tech 
companies, will be ending their leases. 
“It’s a perfect time for Aron to be doing 
this,” Ms. Eternod said. “We are expect-
ing investors to take a serious look at the 

area for offices rather than apartments.”
RedSky Capital has launched Cube 

Wynwd, a nine-story, 79,548-square-foot 
office building at 222 NW 24th St., with 
a delivery date of 2018. It will comprise 
seven floors of offices with a rooftop 
terrace for tenants’ use, she said, and is 
in pre-leasing. RedSky is considering a 
second office building on Northwest 27th 
Street and Northwest Second Avenue, 
she added.

“We have more residential coming to the 
area, and tech companies,” Ms. Eternod 
said. “Young people want to be in Wyn-
wood. We’re going to prove the concept 
of office. It’s something Wynwood needs.”

By Catherine Lackner

Despite turbulence at the top 
of the luxury residential market, 
growth in Edgewater is surging 
ahead, observers say.

“We got into the market 10 to 15 
years ago, at the start of the cycle,” 
said Taylor Collins, partner in Two 

Roads Devel-
opment. “Edge-
water was very 
new on the ra-
dar for condo 
development, 
and we’ve had 
t r e m e n d o u s 
success there.”

The com-
pany’s first building, the 399-unit 
Biscayne Beach, is near completion, 
and a second, Elysee Miami, is in 
preconstruction site work.

“Biscayne Beach sold out in 
record time, and new buildings, 
including Aria and Paraiso, were 
also announced,” he said. Most of 
the buildings comprise about 400 
units, each sized from 900 to 1,600 
square feet, he added.

The area was hot because of 
its proximity to the city’s core, to 
Wynwood, to Miami Beach, and to 
the Design District, which is being 
developed as Miami’s answer to 
Rodeo Drive, he said.

When the time came to contem-
plate another project, “We really 
wanted to stay in Edgewater, but 
we didn’t want to build another 
400-unit building,” Mr. Collins 
said. “There is a lot of competition 
in that market.”

Elysee Miami, which is set to 
open late next year or in early 
2019, comprises 100 units, two 
per floor, ranging from 2,300 to 
4,000 square feet. Prices start at 
$1.3 million.

“We know the process will be 
a lot slower,” he said. “This is a 
different kind of building, one that 
people will treat as their home. 

When the market slowed down, 
we were prepared.”

More than 75% of buyers at Ely-
see “have indicated they’re going to 
pay cash,” Mr. Collins said. While 
interest rates are set to rise, they are 
still at historic lows for those who 
choose to finance, he said.

“A slowdown is always good, 
because it lets 
people take a 
breath and see 
where the mar-
ket is,” he said. 
“We’re meet-
ing our pro-for-
ma numbers, so 
we’re happy. 
There are still 

a lot of buyers out there and deals 
to be made.”

“Edgewater is a classic example 
of developers repurposing a neigh-
borhood and giving it a completely 
new identity,” said Jose Rodriguez, 

a partner in the Rennert Vogel 
Mandler & Rodriguez law firm, 
via email. The firm represents 
several condominium projects in 
Edgewater.

“The neighborhood was previ-
ously filled with mostly smaller 
and dated multifamily buildings 
and class B and C retail space 
along Biscayne Boulevard. Now, 
it is a high-rise condominium area 
that is fueling demand for higher 
end retail.

“Wynwood is already experi-
encing that; Allapattah and Little 
River may be next. When enough 
people believe in a neighborhood 
and invest there, what starts as a 
figment of a speculator’s imagina-
tion becomes reality.”

With about 3,000 units sched-
uled for delivery in 2017/2018, 
there is some concern about in-
frastructure keeping up with the 
flood of new residents, said Robbie 

Bell, a realtor associate at EWM 
Realty International who lives in 
the neighborhood.

More projects are in some phase 
of development, she added. “Nara-
nzas is pushing ahead actively with 
their sales solicitations; this is 20 
stories, with 137 units,” she said via 
email. “In mid-December, Quadro 
(198 units) and Ellipses (39 units) 
were approved. I have not seen 
anything yet, but I am under the 
understanding The Village South 
has been sold or at least it is under 
contract,” she said of the substance 
treatment facility at 3050 Biscayne 
Blvd. “That is zoned for 36 stories.”

If the building is sold, the land 
is likely to be snapped up quickly, 
in spite of the slump in the luxury 
market, which “absolutely” has 
affected Edgewater, she said.

“What I see are units in new 
buildings,” Ms. Bell said. “Take 
Icon Bay, for example, which has 

66 units for sale out of 300. Bay 
House has 38 out of 165 for sale. 
Many foreign buyers – or, for that 
matter, buyers in general – who 
bought pre-construction thought 
they would catch the wave and 
be able to turn the units once 
completed. That has not happened.

“At some of the mature build-
ings, such as 2100 N Bayshore 
and the Charter Club, prices are 
rising. This is due to the fact that 
these buildings are on the water 
and have price points starting at 
$200,000,” she said.

“The sale prices, particularly 
in Icon Bay, are coming down. 
Each seller has a different set of 
circumstances. Some need to sell 
immediately. I have managed to 
position one of my buyers so that 
he truly did well on his purchase 
and bought under market value. 
He’s quite happy. This is a great 
time to buy!”

One project that was may have 
been taken off the drawing boards 
is the 146-unit Missoni Baia, she 
said. “There was a flurry; then it 
went quiet. I understand it’s back 
on track and the project is sched-
uled to be completed in 2019.”

Who’s buying? “Certainly 
those buyers who are more es-
tablished and can put down 20% 
to 25% on the resale units,” she 
said. “I do quite a bit of relocation. 
Many who come are not prepared 
for the prices that our units com-
mand, despite all the bells and 
whistles.”

But for those who will come, 
“the future Edgewater really needs 
goods and services to support the 
neighborhood,” Ms. Bell said. 
“We definitely do not have enough 
restaurants, and the walkability 
factor is still low. A few of the new 
buildings will offer retail space at 
the bottom; hopefully, there will 
be an abundance of services that 
move into the community, and 
within walking distance.”

Taylor Collins

Jose Rodriguez
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Six proposals in Senate attack the hated business rent tax

Multi-family residences become the gold-plated investment

Brian Pearl: congestion a motive.Hernando Perez: hot rent market.Peter Mekras has a lot of reasons.

Vibrant and substantial business community.

Proximity to several major expressways, with 
immediate access to I-75,  the Gratigny, and 
Palmetto Expressway.

Access to a large multilingual workforce.

Abundance of affordable housing.

Located in a carefully planned community 
with overall beauty and convenience.

COME VISIT US AND EXPERIENCE TODAY’S MIAMI LAKES!

For leasing information, please contact:
Steve Style, Vice President of Marketing

305.817.4025     steve.style@grahamcos.com
www.miamilakes.com
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‘Never before have I 
seen every cohort be-
ing drive to multifamily 
housing. There are 70 
million baby boomers; 
that’s a huge number of 
people who may be cash-
ing out of their homes.’

Ted Lawson

By Catherine Lackner

Many factors contribute to 
multi-family residential properties’ 
status as solid gold investments.

“Never in my career have I seen 
such a confluence of factors – eco-
nomic, demographic and cultural 
– moving people to multi-family 
housing,” said Ted Lawson, chief 
operating officer at Elandis.

“The economy has seen strong 
growth, but more workforce hous-
ing is needed. The prices of single-
family homes are high and interest 
rates are rising, keeping people in 
rental housing longer.

“Culturally, we’ve gone through 
a shift. After the crash, the Ameri-
can psyche changed. People who 
had clawed their way up lost ev-
erything. And people are doing the 
things that move them into single-
family homes – getting married 
and having children – later. The 
job market has changed and now 
requires that workers be mobile. 
People are hesitant to buy a home.”

Consumers of every age, from 
commitment-phobic millennials 
to empty nesters, are seeking out 
rental housing, Mr. Lawson said. 
“Never before have I seen every 
cohort being driven to multifamily 
housing. There are 70 million baby 
boomers; that’s a huge number of 
people who may be cashing out 
their homes.”

If there is a fly in the ointment, it 
is lack of available and affordable 
product, he said, driven by high land 
and construction costs and lack of 
government incentives to build.

By Camila Cepero

Six legislative proposals circulating in the 
Florida Senate may hold the key to the suc-
cessful reduction or elimination of the business 
rent tax – a controversial sales tax that business 
owners are forced to pay on commercial lease 
agreements. 

Opponents have fought for years to place 
the business rent tax seriously on the Senate’s 
radar, with some arguing that it is double taxa-
tion. Every business that leases commercial 
property in Florida must pay a sales tax of 6% 
on the total rent charged under a lease.

Florida is the only state in the nation to 
impose such a tax.

The tax can be a burden on small businesses, 
a spokesperson for Florida Realtors said. It 

can keep businesses from having the capital 
to expand, hire more employees, offer raises, 
update health benefits and otherwise further 
develop.

However, opponents aren’t going to easily 
give up a flow of capital that they have become 
used to. Taking cuts on the business rent tax 
means less money available for the state, and 
legislators, to work with. Generally, reducing 
or eliminating the tax is seen as a budget issue. 

The six bills proposed in the Florida Senate, 
if passed, would:
nProvide certain exemptions from tax 

imposed on rental or license fees charged for 
use of commercial real estate property and 
provide for the future repeal of tax.
nProvide that separately itemized ad 

valorem tax charges paid by certain tenants 

and licensees not be subject to sales and use 
tax, and specify the method for calculating the 
amount not subject to such tax. 
nReduce the tax levied on rental or license 

fees charged for the use of real estate property.
nProvide a limited exception from the tax 

on rental or license fees charged for the use of 
real estate property for certain ad valorem tax 
charges, providing that tax charges in excess of 
a specified limit are subject to tax, and requiring 
ad valorem tax charges for multiple tenants or 
licensees of a parcel of property or portions 
of a property to be calculated in a specified 
manner under certain circumstances.
nProvide an exemption from the tax for 

property with a total annual rental payment 
under a specified limit and define the terms 
for total annual rental payment.

nProvide certain exemptions from the tax 
imposed on rental or license fees charged for 
the use of commercial real estate property and 
provide for the future repeal of the statute relat-
ing to the imposition of a tax on the rental or 
license fees charged for the use of commercial 
real property.

Members of the Florida Realtors have seen 
business deals fall through specifically because 
of the business rent tax, the trade association’s 
spokesperson said. Potential clients – who 
may have been looking to establish, relocate, 
or expand their business in Florida – have 
decided not to do business in Florida once 
they learned about the tax. 

Opponents of the tax hope that this legisla-
tive session will finally be the one to provide 
some relief.

“I would say there are probably 
going to be some ugly concession 
wars.” In Houston, it’s already 
happening, he said. “There’s been 
a huge amount of development,” 
and now renters are being offered 
two months of free rent as an in-
ducement. “It’s gotten crazy. The 
good news is that it’s not based on 
speculation. It’s not overbuilt, and 
the space will be absorbed.”

“There are a lot of reasons for 
getting into the multifamily mar-
ket,” said Peter Mekras, senior vice 
president at CREC. “I do expect 
transaction volume will be down 
because of lack of available supply.”

There is “a whole universe” of 
would-be buyers for the limited 
supply if multi-family properties, 
he said. They include investors 
who want to exchange real estate 
for another asset class or who are 
looking for a stable place to park 
capital, he said.

“There are some mom-and-pop 
investors, some high-net worth 
individuals and smaller private 
investors. The institutional inves-
tors – pension funds, life insurance 
companies – are always out there 
looking for deals.”

Economic factors are driving 
people to seek rental housing, he 
said. “Buyers remain jaded from 
the downturn, millennials don’t 
feel they have job security, and 
mortgages are still not readily 
available.”

Though there is some pessimism 
due to slow rent growth and bar-
riers to entry for developers, the 
sector is strong, Mr. Mekras said. 
“The rental market is still good, 
but not as exceptional as it was 
before. If you were lucky enough 
to buy four years ago, you were 
very successful.”

Florida is ahead of the curve on 
job growth and is the bellwether of 
other trends, said Hernando Perez, 
a director at Franklin Street. “Rent 
growth may soften, but overall it’s 

a very strong market. Vacancy is 
the lowest it’s ever been in the 
history of real estate nationally, 
which bodes well for owners.”

Class A assets, those in the $15 
million to $20 million range, are 
almost impossible to acquire for 
most private investors, who are 
the bulk of Franklin Street clients. 
Institutional investors usually buy 
those properties, he added.

“The airspace is very crowded in 
classes B and C,” Mr. Perez “There 
is incredible demand. It’s a sellers’ 
market, and having little competi-
tion from single-family homes 
strengthens the value proposition.”

Across the country, 370,000 
units of multifamily housing will 
be delivered this year, he said. 
“We’re more likely to go back to 
a concession-driven market.”

The only caveat is that many of 
these new units will most likely be 
developed in San Francisco, San 
Jose, Nashville and Dallas-Fort 
Worth area, residential hot spots 
that have some of the highest rents 
in the US. Though many say that 
South Florida rents are high, this 
area is ranked eighth or ninth most 
expensive in the country, and even 
that is a relatively recent develop-
ment, he said.

New projects are coming out of 
the ground downtown, in Edgewa-
ter, Little Haiti, Little River and 
Allapattah, he said.

“Development is going north, 
and caters to people who were 
priced out of Wynwood and Mid-
town,” he said. “It’s inevitable. 
I see continued strength in the 
market at least for the next 18 to 
24 months.”

“People want to get out of 
congestion, out of the bustle of 
downtown and Brickell,” said 
Brian Pearl, CEO of Global 
City Development. “You don’t 
want to wait in line to leave the 
building every time you go out. 
Development in sub-markets will 

be related to traffic.”
His company has two projects in 

the planning stages now, one near 
the Tamiami campus of Florida 
International University (FIU) and 
one on Northeast 64th Street and 
Biscayne Boulevard.

In the market-rate Biscayne 
project, apartments are smaller in 
keeping with current trends and 
to keep rents affordable. “There 

will be a limited number of three-
bedroom units, but we are design-
ing more toward one-bedroom and 
studio units,” he said.

At the project near FIU, rents 
will run about $1,000 per bedroom 
and tenants will be able to take the 
university’s shuttle to school or 
shopping. “FIU has been a com-
muter school, but we are trying to 
attract people to live there,” Mr. 
Pearl said. It will have minimal 
parking. “We’re going to be taking 
a lot of people out of traffic.”

Both projects have a social-
responsibility component: near 
FIU, the apartment complex will 
have test kitchens where students 
can work on projects, and the 
Biscayne Boulevard project will 
refurbish an American Legion 
post nearby.

“We believe in social-impact 
investing, and every project we 
do has that component,” Mr. Pearl 
said. “We try to do something to 
benefit the community, and feel that 
private developers need to take the 
lead in that.”
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By Catherine LaCkner

Though there are challenges, 
Homestead has potential as does 
its commercial real estate market, 
particularly if it can be connected 
by rail to Miami’s core business 
districts, observers say. 

The city that bills itself The Gate-
way to Everglades and Biscayne 
National Parks will be among 
the beneficiaries if Metrorail is 
extended at grade to Homestead 
and Florida City, currently part of 
the Strategic Miami Area Rapid 
Transit plan.

“Homestead is a tricky mar-
ket,” said Rob-
ert  Granda, 
director of re-
tail investment 
sales at Frank-
lin Street. “It’s 
one of the few 
cities in South 
Florida where 
you can still buy 

land, and it’s always been kind of 
old-school, geared to people who 
like a lot of land.”

touch-up.”
Revitalization has started on 

several fronts, said Tony Garcia, 
district sales manager and realtor-
associate of the Keyes Co. in Home-
stead. Phase one of improvements 
to downtown 
is already well 
underway, with 
the opening of 
a $23 million, 
84,000-square-
foot “state of 
the art” new city 
hall, he said. 
The former city 
hall, more than 50 years old, had 
been riddled with mold and radon.

As part of the renovation, a 
free trolley service departs from 
the downtown for Everglades and 
Biscayne National Parks in winter 
and spring. A new police station is 
set to open shortly.

In the second phase “We’re 
trying to get a multi-modal transit 
center, entertainment complex and 
retail development downtown,” 
Mr. Garcia said. It will include 
an expansion of Losner Park (the 
improvements designed by Sasaki 
and Associates) and the creation 
of the Homestead Cybrary, which 
is to combine a traditional library 
with virtual reality experiences and 
other high-tech features.

The attraction component would 
leverage the city’s role as a gateway 
to both national parks, Mr. Garcia 
said.

The third phase “will be a 
mixed-use project which combines 
commercial and residential, like 
Downtown Dadeland,” he said. 
“People want to live and work in 
the community, and they like the 
small-town feel of Homestead.”

The city government has made it 
known “that is has a lot of interest in 
working with business,” Mr. Garcia 
said, and needs more businesses to 
serve a rapidly growing population. 
The city is home to 65,000, but that 
number is expected to grow as home 
prices near Miami’s core continue 
to climb.

“Homebuyers have 30% more 
purchasing power here than in the 
rest of the county,” Mr. Garcia said. 
“For what they would pay for a 
three-bedroom home in Kendall, 
they can buy a four- or five-bedroom 
home here.”

“The climate for retail is still 
tempered,” said Sabrina Stimming, 
senior vice president and director 
of retail leasing for CREC. “Retail 
follows residential, and Homestead 
still lacks density. National retailers 
generally monitor how residential 
is absorbed. The trendsetters know 
where population centers are.”

Big-box stores such as Wal-Mart 
do well in such areas, she said, 
“because the boxes attract a wide 
berth.” But with the demise of HH 
Gregg, Sports Authority and other 
national big-box stores, their domi-
nance can be a two-edged sword. “It 
creates competition for new retail to 
take over the spaces, but it creates 
pause for developers who might 
think about building big spaces,” 
Ms. Stimming said.

A new Publix grocery store 
at Palm Drive and US 1 and a 
planned Presidente supermarket 
at Campbell Drive and Southwest 
137th Avenue “support the blue-
collar demographic, but the fashion 
brands haven’t given Homestead a 
look, because they prefer areas with 
strong residential growth.”

Rail connection could boost potential of Homestead market

The $23 million, 84,000-square-foot Homestead City Hall is a big part of the improvements in downtown. 
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Robert Granda

But it will never appeal to millen-
nials who don’t want to drive and 
who want to be near the heart of a 
thriving city, where every amenity 
is on offer.

“Because of that, Homestead is 
kind of an outlier,” he said. “Some 
people will never go that far south, 
because you lose the economic 

drivers. It will grow at a slower 
pace, and probably won’t see the 
kind of transformation that the 
rest of Miami-Dade and Broward 
have.”

The city should try to attract ma-
jor employers, perhaps with some 
sort of incentives, so that potential 
residents wouldn’t be dissuaded 

by long commutes, he said. “That 
density would attract better retailers, 
better types of businesses. Without 
retail, you don’t have development.

“It’s a great city with great people, 
but for some, it will always be that 
place you drive through on your 
way to the Keys,” Mr. Granda 
said. “Homestead needs an identity 

Tony Garcia
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Miami ousts 12 billboards in swap for three LED billboards

County moves to tweak planning notice rulesCounty gets
$20 million
gas buy vote  

‘Hasn’t the price of 
derivitives gone down 
as well? Why the [in-
creased] amount?’

Joe A. Martinez Jack Osterholt outlined changes.

Miami seeks millions in grants for water-related projects
By John Charles roBBins

This time of year the Miami City Com-
mission approves a new batch of applica-
tions to a state agency seeking millions in 
grant funding for water-related projects, 
from extending the baywalk to building 
new seawalls and dockage.

On March 9, commissioners approved 
more than a half dozen applications to 
the Florida Inland Navigation District’s 
Waterways Assistance Program.

The navigation district, known as FIND, 
is a special state taxing district for the 
continued management and maintenance 
of the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway.

Most of the grant requests represent half 
the total project cost. For each successful 
request, the city would allocate the required 
50% match.

One application seeks help to pay for 
the design and permitting of the public 
baywalk behind First Presbyterian Church 
at 609 Brickell Ave.

The city commission recently approved 
an easement agreement with the church 
as part of the city’s promise to pay for the 
baywalk construction.

The application will ask for reimburse-
ment grant funding up to $153,122 for the 
design and permitting of the baywalk there.

The resolution authorizes the allocation 
of the required matching funds for 50% of 

the project’s eligible costs, up to $153,122, 
plus $60,435 of ineligible costs towards 
administrative costs, to be provided by the 
Office of Capital Improvement, for a total 
project cost of $366,679.

The other applications for reimburse-
ment grants included:
nUp to $84,409 for the design and 

permitting of the seawall, baywalk and 
floating dock at 25th Road, at the end of 
street. The project’s total cost is estimated 
at $201,457. The resolution also authorizes 
allocating a 50% match of $84,409, plus 
$32,639 for ineligible costs toward admin-
istrative costs.
nUp to $72,855 for the design and per-

mitting of the vessel dockage at Knight 
Center downtown. Total project cost is 
estimated at $153,081. The resolution 
also authorized allocating a 50% match 
of $72,855, plus $7,371 in ineligible costs 
for administration, to be provided by the 
Department of Real Estate and Asset 
Management.
nUp to $59,000 for the purchase of a 

marine patrol vessel for the Miami Police 
Department. Up to 50% matching funds 
are also approved, for a total cost of up 
to $118,000.
nUp to $100,870 for the design and 

permitting for a seawall, boat ramp and 
trailer parking improvements at Myers 
Park. Total project cost is estimated at 

$220,220. The resolution also authorizes 
50% matching allocation of $100,870, 
plus $18,480 in ineligible costs towards 
administrative costs, to be provided by the 
Office of Capital Improvement.
nUp to $400,000 for the construction of 

a baywalk, boat hoists and floating docks 
at Regatta Park, on the bay in Coconut 
Grove. Total project cost is estimated at 
$916,300. The resolution also allocates a 
50% match of $400,000, plus $116,300 in 
administration costs to be provided by the 
Office of Capital Improvement.
nUp to $1 million for a portion of the 

Seybold Canal and Wagner Creek Dredging 
Project. The resolution also allows alloca-
tion of the required matching funds for 50% 
of the total project cost, estimated at $2 
million. This part of the cleanup consists 
of the dredging and disposal of hazardous 
sediments at the base of the canal from 
Northwest 11th Street to where it connects 
with the Miami River, near Northwest 
Seventh Avenue and Fifth Street.
nUp to $552,309 to construct a new 

seawall and kayak launch at Spring Gar-
den Park – Phase 2. Total project cost is 
estimated at $1,215,079. The resolution 
also allocates the 50% matching funds of 
$552,309, plus $110,461 for administra-
tive expenses, available from the Office 
of Capital Improvement.

One item was deferred, after the outgo-

ing chairman of the Virginia Key Advisory 
Board, Greg Bush, complained in a letter 
that the board didn’t get to review this 
particular proposal.

It was later determined there was a 
misunderstanding and the advisory board 
did have a chance to review the proposal.

It has to do with a FIND grant application 
for funding up to $1,230,869 to construct 
the Virginia Key Nature Center seawall, 
fixed dock and kayak launch.

The resolution, if approved, would 
also allocate a required 50% match of 
$1,230,869, plus $307,642 for administra-
tive expenses, available from the Office of 
Capital Improvements.

The total project is estimated at 
$2,769,380.

The proposal may be reviewed again 
by the advisory board before the funding 
application comes back to the city com-
mission for a final vote.

The Florida Inland Navigation District 
was created by state lawmakers in 1927 
to be the state sponsor of the Atlantic In-
tracoastal Waterway. The district consists 
of the 12 counties along the East Coast of 
Florida from Nassau through Miami-Dade 
County.

The governor appoints a commissioner 
from each county to the navigation district’s 
board. The board taxes all property within 
the district.

By John Charles roBBins

Miami city commissioners have approved 
of a new deal designed to remove a dozen 
billboards in exchange for three light-emitting 
diode (LED) billboards.

On March 9 commissioners approved the 
third amendment to a settlement agreement 
between the City of Miami and Clear Chan-
nel Outdoor Inc.

Clear Channel is one of three outdoor 
advertising companies that several years ago 
entered into a settlement agreement with the 
city regarding billboards.

The purpose of this third amendment is 
to obtain the removal of 12 billboards for 
three LED digital signs, the relocation of an 
existing LED sign to an alternate location, 
and inclusion of the relocation standards 
and requirements set forth in the city code 
that were not applicable under any previous 
agreements, according to city officials.

The vote was 4-0, with Commissioner Ken 
Russell absent.

Approval of the latest amendment was 
granted over the strong objections of two 
city residents who have been vocal in their 
distaste of billboards, and particularly LED 
signs, for years.

Nathan Kurland and Peter Ehrlich both 
see LED signs as visual pollution.

Mr. Kurland addressed the commission, 
saying he was there to “absolutely oppose” 
the measure.

He said even if the agreement results in 
the removal of several existing billboards, 
“it is not a good trade.

Mr. Kurland concluded, “People don’t 
come here to look at LED billboards.”

Mr. Ehrlich also objected to the amendment 
and asked commissioners to vote against it. 
He presented commissioners with a letter he 
wrote to Mayor Tomás Regalado regarding 
the latest proposal, with an attachment that he 

says shows LED billboards are illegal under 
Miami-Dade County rules.

“They are extremely distracting. They 
are extremely unattractive. They are visual 
pollution,” said Mr. Ehrlich.

In his letter to the mayor, Mr. Ehrlich wrote: 
“Once again, the City of Miami is poised to 
affront the notion of good government and 
the rule of law by ‘approving’ the illegal 
installation of digital, LED-illuminated faces 
on three more billboards in our community.

“No one should be surprised. The city has 
a sordid history of ‘authorizing’ all manner 
of illegal outdoor advertising signs, in its 
money-grubbing search for new revenue no 
matter the source.

“It is of no consequence that any number 
of under-performing other billboards might 
be deconstructed, pursuant to the above-
referenced matter: The new, programmable 
installations contemplated manifestly violate 
the governing law, the Sign Code of Miami-

Dade County,” he wrote.
Mr. Ehrlich said the letter was written 

on behalf of Scenic Miami and the Urban 
Environment League.

The third amendment has several attach-
ments, including a list of the sign structures 
to be removed as part of this latest agreement. 
Some of the structures may have more than 
one panel.

The addresses of the signs to be removed 
are: 1900 NE Miami Court; 1200 NW 29th 
St.; 7004 NW Seventh Ave.; 2921 NW 
Seventh Ave.; 2097 NW Seventh Ave.; 4655 
NW 17th Ave.; 3505-3535 NW 17th Ave.; 
1200 NW 29th St.; 196 NW 79th St.; 1643 
SW Eighth St.; 3705 NW Second Ave.; and 
1 NW 62nd St.

Another attachment lists locations to 
rebuild and convert to LED: 2170 NW 11th 
St., convert; 656 NW 32nd St., rebuild and 
convert; 350 NW Eighth St., convert; site to 
be determined, convert or new build.

By susan Danseyar

Miami-Dade’s Government and 
Operations Committee on Tuesday 
approved a request by the county’s 
Internal Services operations for an 
additional five years and spending 
authority up to $20,781,000 for 
various petroleum products. 

The gasoline is for county depart-
ments and authorizes the admin-
istration to solicit pricing, award 
contracts and exercise all provisions 
of the solicitation per Miami-Dade 
code, and add vendors to the pool at 
any time subject to county commis-
sion approval on a bi-annual basis.

Commissioner Joe A. Martinez 
asked Internal Services Director Tara 
Smith to clarify “petroleum deriva-
tives” as was stated in the resolution.

That means gasoline, Mr. Marti-
nez pointed out. “Hasn’t the price 
of derivatives gone down as well?” 

he asked. “Why the [increased] 
amount?”

Ms. Smith said the request is for 
additional departments. The request 
does not have anything to do with 
increased price, she said.

Final action requires a full county 
commission vote. Ms. Smith is to 
come before the full commission 
with a report.

By susan Danseyar

Miami-Dade’s Government 
Operations Committee on Tues-
day unanimously approved legis-
lation regarding planning, amend-
ing public notice requirements and 
statutory references for evaluation 
and appraisal of the Comprehen-
sive Development Master Plan 
(CDMP). 

According to Deputy Mayor 
Jack Osterholt, state law requires 
that a local government formally 
evaluate its comprehensive plan 
at least every seven years. The 
requirements for completion 
were significantly reduced by the 
Community Planning Act in 2011. 
Tuesday’s action, if approved by 
the full county commission later, 
would correct obsolete statutory 
references and modify public 
notice requirements for the report 
to reflect changes in state law and 
allow for additional flexibility in 
the process, he stated.

Specifically, Mr. Osterholt 
wrote in a memo to commis-

sioners, the proposed ordinance 
would delete the current require-
ment to publish an evaluation 
and appraisal report schedule six 
months prior to a public hearing 
before the county commission, 
as well as the requirement that 
public workshops be advertised 
no more than 14 days prior to such 
a workshop.

The change that the commit-

tee approved wouldn’t reduce 
the number of public hearings 
or meetings required, nor amend 
minimum deadlines for advertis-
ing them.

Under the proposed new lan-
guage, each public workshop and 
hearing would be advertised in a 
newspaper of general circulation 
no fewer than seven days prior to 
public workshops and no fewer 
than 10 days prior to a hearing 
before the county commission’s 
Planning Advisory Board.

“The proposed ordinance modi-
fies the Planning Advisory Board 
hearing dates for CDMP amend-
ment applications by removing 
the requirement that such hear-
ing occur no later than 30 days 
prior to the first public hearing 
by [the county commission],” 
Mr. Osterholt wrote in the Feb. 
7 memo. “The proposed change 
will provide more flexibility by 
allowing the [planning advisory 
board] hearing to occur closer to 
the date of the [commission’s] first 
public hearing.”



18 MIAMI  TODAY

Arts & Entertainment
WEEK OF THURSDAY, MARCH 16, 2017

art
DEFIANT: N'Namdi Contemporary Fine Art presents “Defiant,” a solo 

exhibition by Neha Vedpathak. 11 a.m.-6 p.m. N'Namdi Contemporary Fine 
Art, 177 NW 23rd St., Wynwood Art District. Details: (786) 332-4736 or http://
nncontemporary.com/.

books
LOS ÚLTIMOS DÍAS DE ADELAIDA GARCÍA MORALES: Elvira Navarro 

discusses her book "Los últimos días de Adelaida García Morales," which 
chronicles the last days of Spanish writer Adelaida García Morales’ life. 7 p.m. 
Centro Cultural Español, 1490 Biscayne Blvd., Miami. Details: (305) 448-9677 
or www.ccemiami.org/en/.

business
REFUGIO GALA: The International Rescue Committee hosts its Refugio gala 

in honor of those who have endured tremendous adversity and made long 
journeys to find refuge & start their lives anew. 6 p.m. JW Marriott Marquis 
Miami, 255 Biscayne Blvd Way, Miami. Details: https://www.rescue.org/.

HIALEAH WORKS: The Commercial Industrial Association of South Florida 
hosts its Hialeah works conference, featuring Mayor Carlos Hernandez, who 
will presents opportunities for Hialeah’s two transit oriented developments. 
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. The Black Dot Agency, 1085 E 14th St., Hialeah. RSVP. 
Details: (305) 662-6115 or ciasf.com/.

ELC CAFÉ: The Early Learning Coalition of Miami-Dade/Monroe hosts its 
women’s history month café networking lunch. 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Early 
Learning Coalition, David Lawrence Jr. Community Meeting Room, 2555 
Ponce de Leon Blvd., Suite 500, Coral Gables. Details: www.elcmdm.org/.

dining out
CHARLES HEIDSIECK CHAMPAGNE TASTING: Abaco Premium Wines 

hosts its Charles Heidsieck champagne and light bites tasting. 6-7:30 p.m. 
Abaco Premium Wines, 140 NE 39th St., Suite 206, Miami Design District. 
Details: www.abacowine.com/.

TASTE OF ITALY: Area 31 Restaurant host its five-course taste of Italy 
wine dinner. 7-10 p.m. 270 Biscayne Blvd Way, Miami. Details: www.
area31restaurant.com/en-us/.

exhibits
MARKING THE INFINITE: The Patricia & Phillip Frost Art Museum presents 

“Marking the Infinite,” which explores the diverse contemporary art practice 
of Aboriginal Australia, with subject matter ranging from remote celestial 
bodies and the native bush plum’s tiny flowers to venerable crafts traditions 
and women’s ceremonies. Exhibits through May 7. Patricia & Phillip Frost Art 
Museum, 10975 SW 17th St., Tamiami. Details: https://thefrost.fiu.edu/.

MORE IS MORE: The Wolfsonian-FIU presents “More is More,” which 
will exhibit tapestries with batik-inspired patterns by Christie van der Haak. 
Exhibits through June 11.Wolfsonian-FIU, 1001 Washington Ave., Miami 
Beach. Details: www.wolfsonian.org/.

LOST AND FOUND: The Pérez Art Museum Miami presents “Lost and 
Found,” which combines the archival tendencies of conceptual art with 
an emphasis on psychologically charged subjects, from war memorials to 
paranormal phenomena. Exhibits through June 4. Pérez Art Museum Miami, 
1103 Biscayne Blvd., Miami. Details: www.pamm.org/.

UNCONSCIOUS THOUGHTS ANIMATE THE WORLD: The Lowe Art Museum 
presents “Unconscious Thoughts Animate the World,” which will include 
multimedia works by many of Cuba’s foremost women artists, spanning from 
the 1960s to the present. Exhibits through May 7. Lowe Art Museum, 1301 
Stanford Dr., Coral Gables. Details: www6.miami.edu/lowe/.

FORM INTO ACTION: Pérez Art Museum Miami presents “Form into Action,” 
which will display over 100 works by Argentinean artist Julio Le Parc. Exhibits 
through March 19. Pérez Art Museum Miami, 1103 Biscayne Blvd., Miami. 
Details: (305) 375-3000 or http://pamm.org/.

MODERN DUTCH DESIGN: The Wolfsonian-FIU presents “Modern Dutch 
Design,” which draws from the museum’s extensive collection of Dutch 
furniture, decorative arts, design drawings, posters and bookbindings in order 
to examine the evolution of design in the Netherlands. Exhibits through June 
11. Wolfsonian-FIU, 1001 Washington Ave., Miami Beach. Details: (305) 531-
1001 or http://www.wolfsonian.org/.

THE PURSUIT OF ABSTRACTION: The Wolfsonian-FIU presents “The Pursuit 
of Abstraction,” which will exhibit works of fine and decorative art that seeks 
to re-enchant the modern age through spirituality and mystical experiences. 
Exhibits through April 16. Wolfsonian-FIU, 1001 Washington Ave., Miami 
Beach. Details: (305) 531-1001 or http://www.wolfsonian.org/.

film
DANTON: The Miami Beach Cinematheque screens “Danton,” which tells 

of two soldiers who were close friends and fought together in the French 
Revolution, but by 1793 Robespierre, France's ruler, becomes determined 
to wipe out the opposition with a series of mass executions that became 
known as the “Reign of Terror.” 6:30 p.m. Miami Beach Cinematheque, 1130 
Washington Ave., Miami Beach. Details: http://mbcinema.com/.

public meetings
TRANSPORTATION & PUBLIC WORKS: The Transportation and Public 

Works Committee meets. 9:30 a.m.-Noon. Stephen P. Clark Center, 111 NW 
First St., Second Floor, Commission Chambers, Miami. Details: (305) 375-1293.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & TOURISM: The Economic Development & 
Tourism Committee meets.1:30-4 p.m. Stephen P. Clark Center, 111 NW First 
St., Second Floor, Commission Chambers, Miami. Details: (305) 375-1293.

SERVICE CONNECTED DISABLILITY: Service Connected Disability meeting. 
9:30-11:30 a.m. Stephen P. Clark Center, 111 NW First St., 21st Floor 
Conference Room C, Miami. Details: (305) 375-1589.

PARKS AND RECREATION The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board meets. 
6 p.m. Miami City Hall, Commission Chambers, 3500 Pan American Dr., 
Coconut Grove. Details: (305) 416-1332.

STARS OF CALLE OCHO: The Stars of Calle Ocho Advisory Committee meets. 
6 p.m. Miami City Hall, Staff Room, 3500 Pan American Dr., Coconut Grove. 
Details: (305) 416-1218.

TICKETING APPELLATE: Ticketing Appellate meeting. 9 a.m. Miami City 
Hall, Commission Chambers, 3500 Pan American Dr., Coconut Grove. Details: 
(305) 416-2037.

special events
ART WORKSHOP: District 900 hosts its art workshop led by Kristin Pavlick 

from Electrica Gallery. The workshop will include all materials, complimentary 
wine and a high-end cheese assortment. 6:30 p.m. District 900, 990 Biscayne 
Blvd., #401, Miami. Details: http://bit.ly/2le2jii.

theater
A SPECIAL DAY: Colony Theatre presents “A Special Day,” which 

introduces the life-changing encounter between an overworked housewife 
and a mysterious bachelor. While Rome celebrates Hitler's visit on May 8, 
1938, two neighbors meet and a drama unfolds in their apartment. The 
two confront a politically charged landscape in the rise of fascism at the 
time with the help of a piece of chalk. 8 p.m. Colony Theatre, 1040 Lincoln 
Rd., Miami Beach. Details: https://www.colonymb.org/.

HEATHERS THE MUSICAL: The Area Stage Company presents 
“Heathers The Musical” which tells of a brainy teenage misfit who 
hustles her way into the most powerful and ruthless clique known as 
“The Heathers.” 7:30 p.m. Area Stage Company, 1560 S Dixie Hwy., 
Coral Gables. Details: (305) 666-2078 or areastagecompany.com.

thur.3.16

DEFIANT: N' NAMDI CONTEMPORARY FINE ART

TASTE OF ITALY: AREA 31 RESTAURANT
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art
COMUS: David Castillo Gallery presents “Comus,” which displays a 

combination of images from the artist’s and her mother’s high school 
yearbooks. 10:30 a.m.-10 p.m. David Castillo Gallery, 420 Lincoln Rd., 
Miami Beach. Details: (305) 573-8110 or davidcastillogallery.com/.

books
BUM LUCK: James Grippando discusses his book “Most Dangerous 

Place,” which tells of a Miami lawyer who must uncover where the truth 
lies between innocence, vengeance and justice as he defends a woman 
accused of murdering the man who sexually assaulted her. 8 p.m. Books 
& Books, 265 Aragon Ave., Coral Gables. Details: (305) 442-4408 or 
http://www.booksandbooks.com/.

business
FUTURE OF HAPPINESS: The World Happiness Summit presents its future 

of happiness technology track, which blends together bold entrepreneurship, 
the science of happiness and the exploration of the digitalized life that people 
lead. Times and location vary. Details: www.happinesssummit.world/.

children
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS: Pinecrest Gardens screens “The Secret 

Life of Pets,” as part of its family movie night series, which follows the 
lives of a group of pets after their owners leave for work and school. 8 
p.m. Pinecrest Gardens, 11000 Red Rd., Pinecrest. Details: http://www.
pinecrestgardens.org/.

 dining out
TASTE OF THE YARD: The Wynwood Yard hosts its taste of the yard. Guests can 

sample five culinary concepts highlighting various types of drinks, foods and des-
serts. 5-8 p.m. The Wynwood Yard, 56 NW 29th St., Wynwood Art District. Details: 
(305) 771-4810 or www.thewynwoodyard.com/.

film
KEDI: The Miami Beach Cinematheque screens “Kedi,” which follows 

hundreds of thousands of Turkish cats as they roam the metropolis of 
Istanbul freely. 7 p.m. Miami Beach Cinematheque, 1130 Washington 
Ave., Miami Beach. Details: (305) 673-4567 or http://mbcinema.com/.

SAVING BANKSY: The Miami Beach Cinematheque screens “Saving 
Banksy,” which tells of one misguided art collector's attempt to save 
Banksy's famous "Haight Street Rat" from destruction and the auction 
block. 8:35 p.m. Miami Beach Cinematheque, 1130 Washington Ave., 
Miami Beach. Details: (305) 673-4567 or http://mbcinema.com/.

PULP FICTION: The Tower Theaters screens “Pulp Fiction,” which tells 
of two hitmen who are hired to retrieve a suitcase stolen from their 
employer. Times vary. Tower Theater, 1508 SW Eighth St., Miami. De-
tails: (305) 642-1264.

TRAINSPOTTING: The Tower Theaters screens “Trainspotting,” which de-
picts the misadventures of young men in Edinburgh trying to find their 
way out of joblessness, aimless relationships and drug addiction. Times 
vary. Tower Theater, 1508 SW Eighth St., Miami. Details: (305) 642-1264.

GET OUT: O Cinema screens “Get Out.” Now that Chris and his girlfriend, 
Rose, have reached the meet-the-parents milestone of dating, she invites 
him for a weekend getaway upstate with Missy and Dean. At first, Chris 
reads the family's overly accommodating behavior as nervous attempts 
to deal with their daughter's interracial relationship, but as the weekend 
progresses, a series of disturbing discoveries lead him to a truth that he 
never could have imagined. Times vary. O Cinema Wynwood, 90 NW 29th 
St., Wynwood Art District. Details: (305) 571-9970 or www.o-cinema.org/.

music
ZZ TOP: The Fillmore presents American rock band ZZ Top as they 

perform “Got Me Under Pressure,” “Viva Las Vegas,” “Sleeping Bag” 

and more. 7:30 p.m. The Fillmore Miami Beach at Jackie Gleason 
Theater, 1700 Washington Ave., Miami Beach. Details: http://www.
fillmoremb.com/.

JAZZ ROOTS: The Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Arts pres-
ents a performance by the Branford Marsalis Quartet with guest per-
former Kurt Elling as part of its jazz roots series. 8 p.m. The Adrienne Ar-
sht Center for the Performing Arts, 1300 Biscayne Blvd., Miami. Details: 
(305) 949-6722 or http://www.arshtcenter.org/.

JOSÉ LÓPEZ: The South Florida Chapter of the American Liszt Society 
and the Deering Estate present a piano recital by José López as part of its 
Liszt Piano Series. 7:30 p.m. Deering Estate, Stone House Ballroom, 16701 
SW 72nd Ave., Palmetto Bay. Details: www.americanlisztsociety.net/.

public meetings
COCONUT GROVE VILLAGE COUNCIL: The Coconut Grove Village Coun-

cil meets. 6-8 a.m. Miami City Hall, Commission Chambers, 3500 Pan 
American Dr., Coconut Grove. Details: (305) 582-5085.

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY: The Downtown Develop-
ment Authority meets. 8:30 a.m. Downtown Development Authority, DDA 
Conference Room, 200 S Biscayne Blvd., #2929, Miami. Details: (305) 
579-6675.

GENERAL EMPLOYEES AND SANITATION EMPLOYEES: The General Em-
ployees and Sanitation Employees Retirement Trust meets. 9 a.m. Rose 
Gordon Building, 2901 Bridgeport Ave., Pension Conference Room in 
Waldemar Lee Meeting Room, Miami. Details: (305) 441-2300.

RED LIGHT CAMERA: Red Light Camera hearing. 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 
Miami City Hall, Commission Chambers, 3500 Pan American Dr., Coconut 
Grove. Details: (305) 416-2037.

special events
KORESH: The Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Arts presents “Ko-

resh,” featuring the Koresh Dance Company as they dance to an eclectic blend 
of music from industrial beats and music from around the world including 
unique interpretations of classical compositions by Bach and Ravel, to the 
rolling strains of “Air on a String” and the trumpeting processions of Bolero. 
7:30 p.m. The Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Arts, 1300 Biscayne 
Blvd., Miami. Details: (305) 949-6722 or http://www.arshtcenter.org/.

sports
MIAMI HEAT: The Miami Heat basketball team takes on the Minnesota 

Timberwolves.8 p.m. AmericanAirlines Arena, 601 Biscayne Blvd., Miami. 
Details: www.nba.com/heat.

fri.3.17

JAZZ ROOTS: THE ADRIENNE ARSHT CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

JAZZ ROOTS: THE FILLMORE MIAMI BEACH
AT JACKIE GLEASON THEATER

COMUS: DAVID CASTILLO GALLERY
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art
JAUME PLENSA: The Pérez Art Museum Miami hosts its art talk with Jaume 

Plensa as he debuts his latest large-scale portrait of a young girl from his native 
Barcelona in Museum Park. 2 p.m. Pérez Art Museum Miami, 1103 Biscayne Blvd., 
Miami. Details: www.pamm.org/.

CASH ME OUT: Nina Johnson Gallery presents “Cash Me Outside,” a multimedia 
art exhibition by Nicolas Lobo. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Nina Johnson Gallery, 6315 NW 
Second Ave., Wynwood. Details: (305) 571-2288 or http://www.ninajohnson.com/.

ARRAYANOS: Edge Zones Galley presents “Arrayanos,” featuring a large 
exhibition and performance by local inter-disciplinary artist Charo Oquet. 8 p.m. 
Edge Zones Gallery, 3317 NW Seventh Ave., Circle, Wynwood Art District. Details: 
www.edgezones.org/.

children
JEWELRY WORKSHOP: HistoryMiami Museum hosts its jewelry making 

workshop, guests can work with bead worker Mannolie DiSantos and create their 
very own necklaces inspired by the Orisha religion. 2-4 p.m. HistoryMiami Museum, 
101 W Flagler St., Miami. Details: (305) 375-1492 or www.historymiami.org/.

dining out
FARM AND DINE: Farm and Dine hosts its organic urban garden lunch. Guests 

will take a tour of the Little Haiti Community Garden and taste the crops of the 
garden. 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Community Garden, 5804 NE Second Ave., Little Haiti. 

Details: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/farm-and-dine-at-organic-urban-garden-
tickets-32542996980?aff=es2.

film 
WEIRD SCIENCE: O Cinema screens “Weird Science,” which tells of a pair of nerdy 

high-schoolers who take to their computer and bring to life a stunningly beautiful 
woman whose devotion to them make them the most desired kids on the block. 
11:30 p.m. O Cinema Miami Beach, 500 71st St., Miami Beach. Details: (786) 207-
1919 or www.o-cinema.org/.

REPULSION: The Coral Gables Art Cinema screens “Repulsion,” which tells of a 
fragile, frigid young beauty as she struggles in her London flat when left she is left 
alone by her vacationing sister. 11:45 p.m. Coral Gables Art Cinema, 260 Aragon 
Ave., Coral Gables. Details: (786) 385-9689 or http://www.gablescinema.com/ or 
info@gablescinema.com.

music
THE SOLIS BRAVO BAND Pinecrest Gardens presents the Solis Bravo Band as 

they perform a blend of Latin jazz, swing, big band, bossa nova, rhythm and blues 
music. 8 p.m. Pinecrest Gardens, 11000 Red Rd., Pinecrest. Details: http://www.
pinecrestgardens.org/.

AN EVENING OF MOZART: The Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Arts 
presents its evening of Mozart featuring performances by the Academy of St Martin 
in the Fields and pianist, Inon Barnatan. 8 p.m. The Adrienne Arsht Center for the 

children
FOOD PLAY FOR KIDS: The Wynwood Yard hosts its food play for kids’ 

session. Children will be given an array of fresh vegetables of various sizes 
and textures and transform each vegetable into a piece of art. 1-3 p.m. The 
Wynwood Yard, The Lots at 56, 64 & 70 NW 29th St., Wynwood Art District. 
Details: http://bit.ly/2mcjGkN.

dining out
SUNDAY BRUNCH: The British Garden hosts its Sunday brunch paired with 

freshly squeezed orange juice and grapefruit juice. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Brothers & 
Brawlers, 359 NW 28th St., Wynwood Art District. Details: http://bit.ly/2n7nqU6.

film
REVOLUTION: O Cinema screens “Revolution: New Art for a New World,” 

which draws on the collections of major Russian institutions, contributions from 

Performing Arts, 1300 Biscayne Blvd., Miami. Details: (305) 949-6722 or http://
www.arshtcenter.org/.

BIRDMAN’S CLAMBAKE: Stage Wynwood presents Birdman’s Clambake as 
they perform rock and blues music. 10 p.m. Stage Wynwood, 127 NW 23rd St., 
Wynwood Art District. Details: (305) 502-0691.

outdoors
BRICKELL AVENUE WALKING TOUR: Dade Heritage Trust hosts its guided 

walking tour of Brickell Avenue, highlighting the architectural, environmental 
and cultural heritage of Brickell. 10 a.m. Dade Heritage Trust, 190 SE 12th Terrace, 
Miami. Details: (305) 358-9572 or http://dadeheritagetrust.org/.

special events
HEARTS & STARS GALA: The Little Lighthouse Foundation hosts its “Hearts 

& Stars Gala 2017: Mystic Dreams.” 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 42 Star Island, Miami Beach. 
Details: www.heartsandstarsgala.com.

OPUS CACTUS: The South Miami-Dade Cultural Arts Center’s presents Momix’s 
latest production “Opus Cactus,” which brings the landscape of the American 
Southwest to life with illusionistic style, dynamic images of slithering lizards and 
fire dancers, conjuring up a world of surrealistic images, using props, shadow 
humor and the human body. 8 p.m. South Miami-Dade Cultural Arts Center, 
10950 SW 211th St., Cutler Bay. Details: (786) 573-5300 or www.smdcac.org.

theater
BEFORE NIGHT FALLS: Florida Grand Opera presents “Before Night Falls,” 

based on the memoir of Cuban poet Reinaldo Arenas, the play follows Arenas’ 
life from childhood poverty in the Cuban countryside to his emigration to the 
US in the 1980 Mariel boatlift, and his last decade in New York City. 7 p.m. The 
Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Arts, 1300 Biscayne Blvd., Miami. 
Details: (305) 949-6722 or http://www.arshtcenter.org/.

sat.3.18

BEFORE NIGHT FALLS: FLORIDA GRAND OPERA
AT ADRIENNE ARSHT CENTER FOR 
THE PERFORMING ARTS

INON BARNATAN: ACADEMY OF ST MARTIN IN THE FIELDS

contemporary artists, curators, performers and personal testimonies from the 
descendants of those involved, to bring the artists of the Russian Avant-Garde 
to life. 1 p.m. O Cinema Miami Beach, 500 71st St., Miami Beach. Details: (786) 
207-1919 or www.o-cinema.org/.

music
FRANCESCO LIBETTA: The Aventura Cultural Arts Center presents a 

performance by Italian pianist Francesco Libetta as part of the Miami 
International Piano Festival. 5 p.m. Aventura Arts & Cultural Center, 3385 NE 
188th St., Aventura. Details: https://www.aventuracenter.org/.

LOVE AND BETRAYAL: The Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing 
Arts presents the Miami Symphony Orchestra performing “Love and 
Betrayal,” featuring performances of Wagner’s “Prelude & Liebestod,” 
Rodríguez’s “Love & Betrayal” and Prokofiev’s “Romeo & Juliet.” 6 p.m. 
The Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Arts, 1300 Biscayne Blvd., 

Miami. Details: (305) 949-6722 or http://www.arshtcenter.org/.

special events
SOUTH BEACH PHOTOMARATHON: Fotomission and Tropicolor host the 13th 

annual South Beach photomarathon. Participants will be assigned six topics to 
photograph on South Beach over a period of five hours. A panel of judges will select 
the best photos from each topic, and the first-, second- and third-place winners will 
be awarded cash and other prizes, including large plexi mounted prints of their 
winning images. 9:30 a.m. Miami Design Preservation League, 1001 Ocean Dr., 
Miami Beach. Details: http://www.fotomission.org/.

sports
MIAMI HEAT: The Miami Heat basketball team takes on the Portland 

Trailblazers.6 p.m. AmericanAirlines Arena, 601 Biscayne Blvd., Miami. 
Details: www.nba.com/heat.

sun.3.19

LOVE AND BETRAYAL: MIAMI SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
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Guide – Week of 3.16.17

art
DAVID REED: Pérez Art Museum Miami presents a new series of works by David 

Reed inspired by a painting he created in 1984, titled #212. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Pérez Art 
Museum Miami, 1103 Biscayne Blvd., Miami. Details: (305) 375-3000 or http://
www.pamm.org/.

children
MIAMI CATERPILLAR MONDAY: The Miami Children’s Museum hosts its mini 

caterpillar Monday. Guests will smell, touch and taste the fruits that caterpillar’s 
munch on throughout the week and participate in a sing-along and hands on 
activities.10 a.m.-6 p.m. Miami Children’s Museum, 980 MacArthur Cswy., Watson 
Island. Details: www.miamichildrensmuseum.org.

dining out
CITI TASTE OF TENNIS MIAMI: W Miami hosts the Citi taste of tennis Miami, 

which will feature gourmet bites prepared by local chef’s and signature cocktails. 
7-10 p.m. W Miami, 485 Brickell Ave., Miami. Details: http://www.tasteoftennis.
com/miami/.

film
MY LIFE AS A ZUCCHINI: The Coral Gables Art Cinema screens “My Life as 

a Zucchini,” which tells of a young boy who is befriended by a police officer who 
accompanies him to his new foster home, filled with other orphans his age. 7 p.m. 
Coral Gables Art Cinema, 260 Aragon Ave., Coral Gables. Details: (786) 385-9689 
or http://www.gablescinema.com/ or info@gablescinema.com.

art
TROPIKOS: Pérez Art Museum Miami presents “Tropikos,” which examines 

the original encounter between European explorers and the people of Africa 
in the 16th century through a large-scale video installation. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Pérez Art Museum Miami, 1103 Biscayne Blvd., Miami. Details: (305) 375-
3000 or http://pamm.org/.

books
I HEART FRANCIS: Donna Schaper discusses her book “I Heart Francis,” 

which contains letters from the author to Pope Francis that discuss her 
opinions about women's ordination and LGBT rights. 8 p.m. Books & Books, 
265 Aragon Ave., Coral Gables. Details: (305) 442-4408 or http://www.
booksandbooks.com/.

business
BUSINESS REFERRAL GROUP: The Business Referral Group hosts its networking 

lunch, which will include a discussion with Reed Helman of Helman & Associates. 
Noon. Love is Blind, 225 Altara Ave., Coral Gables. Free. Details: http://www.
businessreferralgroup.org/.

music
JOHN HART TRIO: The Open Stage Club presents a jazz performance by the 

John Hart Trio. 8 p.m. Open Stage Club, 2325 Galiano St., Coral Gables. Details: 
www.miamijazz.org.

public meetings
COMMISSION AIDES: A Board of County Commissioners Aides Briefing will 

take place. 10 a.m. Stephen P. Clark Center, 111 NW First St., 22 Floor Conference 
Room, Miami. Details: (305) 375-1293. 

HEALTH FACILITIES: The Health Facilities Authority meets. 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Stephen P. Clark Center, 111 NW First St., 26th Floor Back Conference Room, Miami. 
Details: (305) 375-5147.

COMMUNITY ADVISORY: Community Advisory Board meeting. 6 p.m. Curtis 
Park, 1901 NW 24 Ave., Miami. Details: (305) 416-1005. 

VIRGINIA KEY BEACH: The Virginia Key Beach Park Trust meets. 6 p.m. Virginia 
Key Beach Park Trust, 4020 Virginia Beach Dr., Virginia Key. Details: (305) 960-4603.

special events
MIAMI OPEN: The Tennis Center at Crandon Park hosts the annual 

Miami Open tennis competition featuring the best men’s and women’s 
players as they battle for the title. Times vary. Tennis Center at Crandon Park, 
7300 Crandon Blvd., Key Biscayne. Details: (305) 446-2200 or http://www.
miamiopen.com/home.

dining out
CORAL GABLES LOVE FOOD TOUR: The Blogger Union hosts its Coral Gables 

love food tour, which will include a walking tour of the restaurants along Giralda 
Avenue. Guests will sample drinks and bites from PokeBao, The Local and Talavera 
Cocina Mexicana. 6-9 p.m. PokeBao, 153 Giralda Ave., Coral Gables. Details: https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/coral-gables-love-food-tour-tickets-32485056679?aff=es2.

film
TWO FOR THE ROAD: The Coral Gables Art Cinema screens “Two for the Road,” 

which tells of an architect and his wife as they travel to France to meet with an affluent 
client. While there, they reflect on their first decade of marriage, memories of when 
they first met and of road trips they took throughout the French countryside. 7 p.m. 
Coral Gables Art Cinema, 260 Aragon Ave., Coral Gables. Details: (786) 385-9689 
or http://www.gablescinema.com/ or info@gablescinema.com.

public meetings
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY COMMISSION: The county commission 

meets. 9:30 a.m. Stephen P. Clark Center, 111 NW First St., Second Floor, 
Commission Chambers, Miami. Details: (305) 375-1293.

mon.3.20

CIVIL SERVICE: The Civil Service Board meets. 10 a.m. Miami City Hall, 
Commission Chambers, 3500 Pan American Dr., Coconut Grove. Details:  
(305) 416-2020.

CIVILIAN INVESTIGATIVE PANEL: The Civilian Investigative Panel meets. 5:30 
p.m. Miami City Hall, Commission Chambers, 3500 Pan American Dr., Coconut 
Grove. Details: (305) 960-4952.

SENIOR CITIZENS ADVISORY: The Senior Citizens Advisory Board meets. 6 
p.m. Miami City Hall, City Manager’s Conference Room, 3500 Pan American 
Dr., Coconut Grove. Details: (305) 416-1007.

SUNSHINE MEETING: Two or more commissioners of the City of Miami will 
be attending the Brickell Homeowners Association Annual meeting. 6:30 p.m. 
Morton’s Steakhouse Restaurant, 1200 Brickell Ave., Miami. Details: (305) 
250-5420.

sports
MIAMI HEAT: The Miami Heat basketball team takes on the Phoenix 

Suns.7:30 p.m. AmericanAirlines Arena, 601 Biscayne Blvd., Miami. Details: 
www.nba.com/heat.

tue.3.21

DAVID REED: PÉREZ ART MUSEUM

MIAMI OPEN: THE TENNIS CENTER AT CRANDON PARK

TROPIKOS: PÉREZ ART MUSEUM
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LOOKING AHEAD

WORLD CONFERENCE OF MUNICIPALITIES
The Minority Chamber of Commerce hosts its premier three-day world 
conference of municipalities, which will explore issues related to the economy, 
environment and urban development. May 25-29. 1951 NW Seventh Ave., 
Miami. Details: www.worldmunicipalitiesforum.org.

THE SECRET LIVES OF BEES 
BNC Kids and Teens hosts its secret life of bees day. Guests will learn more 
about bee biology, what goes on in a hive and why bees are threatened. April 
22. Marjory Stoneman Douglas Biscayne Nature Center, 6747 Crandon Blvd., 
Key Biscayne. Details: www.biscaynenaturecenter.org/.

R.E.A.L AWARDS 
The South Florida Real Estate Summit hosts its R.E.A.L awards luncheon in 
honor of South Florida’s real estate achievers and leaders. 7:30 a.m. April 21. 
Jungle Island, Treetop Ballroom, 1111 Parrot Jungle Trail, Miami. Details: 
www.MiamiChamber.com.

EXPRESSIVE ARTS PERFORMANCE 
Nova Southeastern University presents the 16th annual expressive arts 
performance featuring children and adults who participate in the music and 
art therapy programs at the Ann Storck Center. 6:30-8:30 p.m. May 5. Nova 
Southeastern University, Rose & Alfred Miniaci Performing Arts Center, 3100 
Ray Ferrero Jr. Blvd., Fort Lauderdale. Details: www.annstorckcenter.org/.

ART OF THE PARTY 
Nova Southeastern University presents the 16th annual expressive arts 
performance featuring children and adults who participate in the music and 
art therapy programs at the Ann Storck Center. 6:30-8:30 p.m. May 5. Nova 
Southeastern University, Rose & Alfred Miniaci Performing Arts Center, 3100 
Ray Ferrero Jr. Blvd., Fort Lauderdale. Details: www.annstorckcenter.org/.

REACH FOR THE STARS 
The Actors’ Playhouse hosts its 26th annual reach for the stars gala auction. 
The evening will include a silent auction, food prepared by more than 30 Coral 
Gables restaurants and an open bar provided by Bacardi. All proceeds benefit the 
Actors’ Playhouse. April 22. Actors’ Playhouse at the Miracle Theatre, 280 Miracle 
Mile, Coral Gables. Details: (305) 444-9293 or www.ActorsPlayhouse.org.

MEETINGS & CONVENTIONS

ICPA 
The International Compliance Professionals Association hosts its annual 
conference. March 13-15. 700 attendees expected. Hyatt Regency Miami, 400 
SE Second Ave., Miami. Details: www.icpainc.org/.

EUROMONEY SEMINARS 
Euromoney Seminars hosts its export and agency finance Americas conference. 
March 14-17. 100 attendees expected. The Ritz-Carlton, Coconut Grove, 3300 
SW 27th Ave., Coconut Grove. Details: www.euromoneyseminars.com/.

THE FIRST TEE 
The First Tee hosts its March coach training. March 15-18. 30 attendees 
expected. Courtyard Miami Airport, 1201 NW LeJeune Rd., Building C, Miami. 
Details: https://thefirsttee.org/.

FLORIDA ROUNDUP INC 
Florida Roundup hosts its 33rd anniversary. March 15-19. 500 attendees 
expected. Deauville Beach Resort, 6701 Collins Ave., Miami Beach. Details: 
www.floridaroundup.org/.

PROJAM NATIONALS 
Projam Nationals hosts its annual competition. March 16-19. 400 attendees 
expected. Hyatt Regency Miami, 400 SE Second Ave., Miami. Details: https://
www.projamnationals.com/.

books
THE ENLIGHTENMENT ON TRIAL: Bianca Premo discusses her book “The 

Enlightenment on Trial: Ordinary Litigants and Colonialism in the Spanish Empire.” 
Despite growing evidence of the Hispanic world’s contributions to enlightenment 
science, history and statecraft, the region is conventionally believed to have taken 
an alternate route to modernity. As a result, the book grapples with the contradiction 
between this legacy and 18th century Spanish Americans’ active production of 
concepts fundamental to modern law. 6:30 p.m. Books & Books, 265 Aragon Ave., 
Coral Gables. Details: (305) 442-4408 or http://www.booksandbooks.com/.

business
WYNCODE: Wyncode Academy hosts its part-time program open house. 

Attendees will learn how to build a web application in 12 weeks and gain a 
foundation in web development through evening classes that meet three times 
a week. 7-9 p.m. Wynbase, 549 NW 28th St., Wynwood Art District. RSVP. Details: 
http://wyncode.co/full-time-web-development.

dining out
THE ART OF WINE TASTING: Winestoree-O Cherry’s Cellars LLC DBA hosts its art 

of wine tasting, which will include a blind wine tasting of two red wines and two 
white wines. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 6915 SW 57th Ave., Suite 228, Coral Gables. Details: 
info@winestoree.com.

WHISKEY SEMINAR & DINNER: WHISKEY SEMINAR & DINNER: 
Vitamin C hosts its lucky no.7 whiskey seminar and three-course dinner. 7-10 
p.m. Commonwealth Miami, 1216 Washington Ave., Miami Beach. Details: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lucky-no7-whiskey-seminar-dinner-tickets-
31464440990?aff=es2.

film
OUT OF AFRICA: The City of Miami Beach Arts in the Parks screens “Out of 

art
MAPPING CONFLICT, VISUALIZING BORDERS: Art Center/South Florida 

presents “Mapping Conflict, Visualizing Borders: Fonna Forman and Teddy 
Cruz,” which will showcase local urban conflict as an operational device to 
rethink strategies of intervention in the city and the territory. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
ArtCenter/South Florida, 924 Lincoln Road, Suite 205, Miami Beach. Details: 
(305) 674-8278 or www.artcentersf.org/.

SYNERGISM: The Museum of Contemporary Art, North Miami presents 
“Synergism: Ekaterina and Victor Khromin.” With careers that began in Soviet 
Russia, Ekaterina and Victor developed Synergism as a new art method 
through a combination of traditional art methods including drawing, 
sculpture, painting and collage. The exhibit centers on a search for freedom 
of expression and captures the journey of this husband and wife team from 
their Soviet past to their emigration to the US. 7-9 p.m. The Museum of 
Contemporary Art, North Miami, 770 NE 125th St., North Miami. Details: (305) 
893-6211 or mocanomi.org/.

Africa” as part of its Soundscape cinema series. The film follows a Danish baroness/
plantation owner as she has a passionate love affair with a free-spirited big-game 
hunter. 8 p.m. New World Center: Miami Beach SoundScape Exostage, 500 17th 
St., Miami Beach. Details: www.mbculture.com/scroll.aspx?id=81.

music
THE PRETENDERS: The Fillmore presents English-American rock band The 

Pretenders performing songs from their latest albums. 9 p.m. The Fillmore Miami 
Beach at Jackie Gleason Theater, 1700 Washington Ave., Miami Beach. Details: 
http://www.fillmoremb.com/.

public meetings
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT: The Industrial Development Authority meets. 

1:30 p.m. Brickell City Tower, IDA Conference Room, 80 SW Eighth St., Suite 2801, 
Miami. Details: (305) 579-0070.

HOUSING AND COMMERICAL LOAN: The Housing and Commercial Loan 
Committee meets. 9 a.m. Miami City Hall, Commission Chambers, 3500 Pan 
American Dr., Coconut Grove. Details: (305) 416-2138.

NUISANCE ABATEMENT BOARD: The Nuisance Abatement Board meets. 5 
p.m. Miami City Hall, Commission Chambers, 3500 Pan American Dr., Coconut 
Grove. Details: (305) 416-2037.

theater
ALL THE WAY: The Actors’ Playhouse presents “All The Way.” One man, one year, 

one chance to change America. 1964 was a pivotal year in American history and 
Lyndon Baines Johnson sat at the center of it all. A master politician with towering 
ambition and ruthless tactics, the conflicted Texan will do whatever it takes to 
get the Civil Rights bill passed and secure his re-election. Meanwhile, in faraway 
Vietnam, a troublesome conflict looms. 8 p.m. Actors’ Playhouse at the Miracle 
Theatre, 280 Miracle Mile, Coral Gables. Details: http://www.actorsplayhouse.org/. 

books
THE PHARMACIST OF AUSHCHWITZ: Patricia Posner discusses her book 

“The Pharmacist of Auschwitz,” which chronicles Victor Capesius, a Bayer 
pharmaceutical salesman from Romania who, at age 35, joined the Nazi SS 
in 1943 and quickly became the chief pharmacist at the largest death camp, 
Auschwitz. 8 p.m. Books & Books, 265 Aragon Ave., Coral Gables. Details: 
(305) 442-4408 or http://www.booksandbooks.com/.

business
LIFE SCIENCES SHOWCASE: BioFlorida hosts its inaugural life sciences 

showcase, which will highlight the region's diverse industry landscape and 
showcase top organizations in the medical device/technology field. 9:30 a.m.-2 
p.m. Miami International Airport, Conference Center, Central Terminal, Concourse 
E, Seventh Floor, Miami. Details: www.bioflorida.com/.

dining out
LIP SERVICE THURSDAY: Nori Luke hosts its lip service Thursdays, which will 

include specialty cocktails, bites and a complimentary glass of bubbly. 6-11 p.m. 
2305 Collins Ave., Miami Beach. Details: http://bit.ly/2lYV0eY.

public meetings
CRIMINAL JUSTICE & LAW ENFORCEMENTS: The Criminal Justice and 

Law Enforcement Committee meets. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Stephen P. Clark Center, 
111 NW First St., 10th Floor, Front Conference Room, Miami. Details: (305) 
375-1406.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST: The Affordable Housing Trust meets.10-11:30 
a.m. 701 NW First Ct., First Floor, Miami. Details: (786) 469-2258.

ZONING: Zoning meeting. 9:30 a.m. Stephen P. Clark Center, 111 NW First St., 
Second Floor Commission Chambers, Miami. Details: (305) 375-1293.

MIAMI CITY COMMISSION: City Commission meeting. 9 a.m. Miami City Hall, 
Commission Chambers, 3500 Pan American Dr., Coconut Grove. 

sports
MIAMI HEAT: The Miami Heat basketball team takes on the Toronto 

Raptors.7:30 p.m. AmericanAirlines Arena, 601 Biscayne Blvd., Miami. Details: 
www.nba.com/heat.

theater
IN THE HEIGHTS: Miami Acting Company presents “In The Heights,” which 

tells of a vibrant community in New York’s Washington Heights neighborhood, a 
place where the coffee from the corner bodega is light and sweet, the windows are 
always open and the breeze carries the rhythm of three generations of music. It’s 
a community on the brink of change, full of hopes, dreams and pressures, where 
the biggest struggles can be deciding which traditions you take with you and 
which ones you leave behind. 8 p.m. Pinecrest Gardens, 11000 Red Rd., Pinecrest. 
Details: http://www.pinecrestgardens.org/.

THE LEGEND OF THE PINK ELEPHANT: The Miami Theater Center presents 
“The Legend of the Pink Elephant.” A young elephant takes a journey that 
changes his life and encourages us all to value our diversity and individuality. 
10:30 a.m. Miami Theater Center, 9806 NE Second Ave., Miami Shores. 
Details: (305) 751-9550 or http://www.mtcmiami.org.

wed.3.22

thur.3.23

MAPPING CONFLLICT, VISUALIZING BORDERS: 
ART CENTER/SOUTH FLORIDA

THE ENLIGHTENMENT ON TRIAL: 
BOOKS & BOOKS CORAL GABLES
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Think small ads don’t work??? 
You’re looking at one now!!! 

Call 305-358-1008 to place your ad today

To place an ad, call (305) 358-1008
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
Or Fax it  to (305) 358-4811 CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Deadline 
Tuesday @ 2:00 p.m
Publishes every Thursday

Employment

Legal Advertising

Notice of Administrative Action

STATE OF FLORIDA, OFFICE OF FINANCIAL REGULATION 

ABSOLUTE MULTI SERVICE, INC. d/b/a CHECK CASHING AND BILL
PAYMENT CENTER and JEFFERSON DOLCINE

Administrative Proceeding Docket No. 66345

Absolute Multi Service, Inc., d/b/a Check Cashing 
& Bill Payment Center and Jefferson Dolcine
12997 W. Dixie Hwy. 
North Miami, Florida 33161

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an Administrative Complaint (with Notice of Rights) has 
been filed against you by the State of Florida, Office of Financial Regulation, for failure to com-
ply with certain requirements of Chapter 560, Florida Statutes.  As such, your written defenses, 
if any, must be received at the address provided below by 5:00pm ET, on March 27, 2017.

FAILURE TO RESPOND AS PRESCRIBED will result in a default entered against you regarding 
the allegations and penalties contained in the Administrative Complaint, including but not 
limited to an administrative fine of $19,600.

A copy of the Administrative Complaint may be obtained from, and your response must be 
filed with the Agency Clerk of the State of Florida, Office of Financial Regulation as follows:   

Agency Clerk
State of Florida, Office of Financial Regulation
Post Office Box 8050
Tallahassee, FL 32314-8050
Email: Agency.Clerk@flofr.com
Tel: (850) 410-9889
Fax: (850) 410-9663

A copy of your response should be sent to:

Pury Santiago, Assistant General Counsel
State of Florida, Office of Financial Regulation
200 East Gaines Street, Suite 550
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0376
Tel: (850) 410-9887                                                                         2/23, 3/2, 3/9 & 3/16/17   

Find 
our new
calendar 
on the 
web

Search for events 
by keyword, location 

or dates
miamitodaynews.

com/calendar
CITATION BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF HAYS
CAUSE NO. 17-0219
TO: RAUL EDUARDO HERNANDEZ SINGH, UNKNOWN, MIAMI, FLORIDA.
NOTICE TO RESPONDENT: YOU HAVE BEEN SUED. You may employ an attorney. If you 
or your attorney do not file a written answer with the clerk who issued this citation by 10:00 a.m. 
of the Monday next following the expiration of twenty days after you were served this citation and 
petition, a default judgment may be taken against you.
The petition of Larissa Lisbeth Zambrano Maldonado, Petitioner, was filed in the 428th 
District Court of Hays County, Texas on February 02, 2017 and is numbered 17-0219 on the 
docket of said court, and entitled IN THE INTEREST OF SOJAIRY D. HERNANDEZ ZAM-
BRANO, A CHILD
THE NATURE OF SAID SUIT IS A REQUEST TO FOR THE COURT TO DECLARE THAT 
CHILD IS DEPENDENT ON THE COURT, THAT REUNIFICATION WITH ONE OF HER 
PARENTS IN NOT VIABLE DUE TO ABUSE ABANDONMENT, AND THAT IS NOT IN 
HER BEST INTEREST TO BE RETURNED TO HONDURAS, all as more fully appears in 
the petition on file in this suit.
The date and place of birth of the child(ren) who is( are) the subject of the suit:
SOJAIRY DARLENY HERNANDEZ ZAMBRANO; born in TELA, ATLANTIDA, HONDU-
RAS; on JUNE 3, 2011
The court has authority in this suit to enter any judgment or decree in the chil-
dren’s interest which will be binding upon you, including the termination of the 
parent-child relationship, the determination of paternity, and the appointment of 
a conservator with authority to consent to the children’s adoption.
Issued and given under my hand and seal of said court at San Marcos, Texas on this the 14th 
day of February, 2017.
REQUESTED BY:
Stephanie R. Taylor
Hansen & Taylor PLLC
6901 N Lamar Blvd Ste 107
Austin TX 78752

By: Mallory Rogers, Deputy

Citation by Publication

BEVERLY CRUMLEY
HAYS COUNTY DISTRICT CLERK
712 S. STAGECOACH TRAIL, STE. 2211
SAN MARCOS, TEXAS 78666

Notice Under Fictitious Name Law Pursuant 
to Section 865.09, Florida Statutes NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, desir-
ing to engage in business under the fictitious 
name of TEK US located at 1000  5th Street, 
Suite 229, in the County of Miami-Dade, in 
the City of Miami, Florida, 33139, intends 
to register the said name with the Division 
of Corporations of the Florida Department of 
State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Dated at Miami Beach, Florida, this 24th Day  
of January, 2017.
TEK BRUSHES AND COMBS US, INC. 
Owner

Fictitious Name

Notice Under Fictitious Name Law Pursuant 
to Section 865.09, Florida Statutes NOTICE 
IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, de-
siring to engage in business under the ficti-
tious name of JUST-GO INC. located at 150 
SE 2nd Avenue, Suite 300, in the County of 
Miami-Dade, in the City of Miami, Florida, 
33131, intends to register the said name with 
the Division of Corporations of the Florida De-
partment of State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Dated at Miami, Florida, this 9th Day of 
March, 2017.
JUST-HOLDINGS INC. 
Owner

Fictitious Name

Notice Under Fictitious Name Law Pursuant to 
Section 865.09, Florida Statutes
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the un-
dersigned, desiring to engage in business 
under the fictitious name of AZUL located 
at 500 Brickell Key Drive, in the County of 
Miami-Dade, in the City of Miami, Florida, 
33131, intends to register the said name with 
the Division of Corporations of the Florida De-
partment of State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Dated at Miami, Florida, this 13th Day of 
March, 2017.
SWIRE BRICKELL KEY HOTEL LTD. 
Owner

Fictitious Name

Notice Under Fictitious Name Law Pursuant 
to Section 865.09, Florida Statutes NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, desir-
ing to engage in business under the fictitious 
name of LA MAR RESTAURANT located 
at 500 Brickell Key Drive, in the County of 
Miami-Dade, in the City of Miami, Florida, 
33131, intends to register the said name with 
the Division of Corporations of the Florida De-
partment of State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Dated at Miami, Florida, this 13th Day of 
March, 2017.
SWIRE BRICKELL KEY HOTEL LTD. 
Owner

Fictitious Name

Searching for Mr. Michael Fuller, father of 3 
children in Toronto, Canada. Please contact

 Andrea Torchia at 1-416-924-4640 Ext. 2842

Searching

Design Project Manager for general con-
struction management firm located in 
Miami, FL.  Bachelor Degree in Architecture.  
Will accept foreign equivalent of US degree.  
Send resume to McKenzie Construction, 
LLC. 2247 NW 17th Ave. Miami, FL 33142.

Design Project Manager
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an article 
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How expressways, transit plan link The LasT Word
By Susan Danseyar

Javier Rodriguez, Miami-Dade 
Expressway 
A u t h o r i t y 
(MDX) ex-
ecutive direc-
tor, detailed 
for county 
officials last 
week his vi-
sion that ev-
erything the 
agency does blends into the Stra-
tegic Miami Area Rapid Transit 
(SMART) plan to add mobility 
in the county.

“Our only source of revenue is 
tolls; it’s the user fee,” Mr. Rodri-
guez told the County Commission 
Chairman’s Policy Council. “We 
don’t get backing from the state of 
Florida or the federal government. 
We’re a small agency (with a staff 
of 43). I always describe MDX 
as almost like a public/private 
arrangement where we were a 
concession to the state taking over 
five highways, setting toll rates, 
managing and expanding it.”

Commission Chair Esteban 
Bovo Jr. had asked Mr. Rodriguez 
to lay out the report and walk the 
committee through the past, pres-
ent and future for MDX. 

“One hundred percent of our 
net revenues are re-invested in 
Miami-Dade County,” Mr. Rodri-
guez said. “In the last five fiscal 
years, about $175 million has gone 
to local and small businesses.”

For fiscal 2017, MDX has $60 
million in its operating budget, 
with annual debt service of $97 
million, he said.

“We only issue debt for infra-
structure purposes, for capital; 
we don’t issue debt for operations 
and maintenance. That’s a critical 
component.”

MDX has been around 20 years, 
Mr. Rodriguez said. “Our mission 
was to take over the five highways, 
modernize and fix them, because 
very little was done to those five 
highways.”

In the past 20 years, they’ve 
been worked on, he said. MDX 
is currently working to modernize 
all five, he said.  

State Road 836, which Mr. Ro-
driguez said is the most difficult 
of the five, was extended west to 
132nd Avenue and widened west 
of the Palmetto. Currently, he said, 
MDX is working to modernize the 
infrastructure east of the Palmetto 
Expressway, along with key inter-
changes, all of which is part of the 
I-395 signature bridge project in 
downtown Miami that the agency 
is partnering on with the Florida 
Department of Transportation.

“It is not a secret that the gaso-
line tax is diminishing, with cars 
becoming more fuel efficient,” 
which puts pressure on state and 
federal agencies, Mr. Rodriguez 
said. User fees have become so 
prevalent as a result all over the 
US and world, he said.

District 6 of the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation has not 
had to use its gas tax money on 
any of the five expressways and 
90% of MDX’s funds are going 
to construction design build, Mr. 
Rodriguez said.

Several other major projects 
in development, he said, will 
eliminate traffic in neighborhoods.

“We prepared a long-range 
plan in 2007, when I started 10 
years ago,” he said. “We realized 

we can’t widen our way out of 
congestion.”

MDX decided to use the latest 
technology and then incorporate 
transit into its infrastructure pro-
gram, Mr. Rodriguez said.

One long-range project MDX 
developed was extending State 
Road 836 west and south so that 
it would wrap around to give 
people choices.

MDX is analyzing and prepar-
ing to incorporate other projects, 
Mr. Rodriguez said, only some 
of which are funded. Some have 
been tedious, he said, and MDX 
is still looking into community 
outreach before taking any steps.

The authority has a master plan 
to move projects forward within 
the SMART plan for six new 
transit corridors in Miami-Dade 
County and is already moving for-

ward with three that incorporate 
hubs, Mr. Rodriguez said. 

He said MDX will continue to 
work with county Transit Director 
Alice Bravo on moving its goals 
and work forward. 

Efficiency is through technol-
ogy, Mr. Rodriguez said. “Ev-
erything in our system is driven 
by technology, allowing me to 
decrease the cost and deliver to 
our users.”

Agencies now all get together 
and share information to get 
back to the users of Miami-Dade 
transportation, he said. “All the 
agencies get together and use 
technology so that the public 
trusts us.”

Details: http://miamidade.
granicus.com/MediaPlayer.
php?view_id=2&clip_id=4243

Javier Rodriguez

SERVING UP SPOKESPERSON: FirstBank has signed Monica Puig, 
Olympic gold medalist tennis player for Puerto Rico, as an official spokes-
person. She is to open an account today (3/16) at the bank’s Brickell branch, 
848 Brickell Ave.
OPERATING NEEDS ADVANCE: Miami-Dade’s Government Operations 
Committee on Tuesday unanimously approved a request from the Internal 
Services Department for $451,000 to pay garbage collection and disposal 
services in county departments. The committee also unanimously approved 
the department’s request to spend up to $33,155,000 to maintain and repair of 
power-generating systems for county departments. There was no discussion 
for the two resolutions, which both face action by the full county commission.
HISTORIC TAX EXEMPTION: Miami-Dade’s Government Operations 
Committee on Tuesday unanimously approved Commissioner Xavier L. 
Suarez’s resolution authorizing historic preservation ad valorem tax exemp-
tion for rehabilitation of 641 San Lorenzo Ave. in Coral Gables.
SERVICE AWARD: Chairman Jean Monestime and Commissioner Xavier 
Suarez began the county’s Infrastructure and Utilities Committee meeting 
Tuesday by presenting a service award to Dulcie D. Andres for 30 years as 
a Miami-Dade County employee. Ms. Andres began in 1987 as a secretary, 
working for the Department of Public Works and, two years later, joined 
the Department of Collections, still as a secretary. Years later, the depart-
ment merged with Public Works, Ms. Andres said. “Now, we’re Solid Waste 
Management,” she said.  Currently, Ms. Andres is a purchasing agent.
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