
By Per Peterson

The City of Tracy’s newly-
hired city administrator 
doesn’t have a lot of day-
to-day experience in city 
government, but he is 
confident that won’t keep 
him from performing at the 
highest of levels.

Kris James Ambuehl of 
Little Falls has accepted the 
Tracy City Council’s offer 
to become the next city 
administrator with an annual 
salary of roughly $68,000, plus 
benefits. Ambuehl will begin 
his duties in Tracy on June 
25. Both Ambuehl and fellow 
finalist Andrea Aukurst were 
interviewed in front of the 
council on Thursday. 

When questioned about his 
lack of expertise, Ambuehl 
said the only thing he hasn’t 

By Seth Schmidt

The sights, sounds, and furies of a monster tornado 
ripping through his hometown a half-century ago are 
etched into Dennis Morgan’s brain like a live video 
feed.

“We watched it go through Tracy from beginning to 
end,” remembers the Nashville songwriter.  “If I live to 
be 800, I will never forget one second of that.”

Morgan was 15 when the June 13, 1968 Tracy Tornado 
struck.  Recently, he turned his memories of the epic 
tornado into a song, “The Ballad of the Tracy Tornado, 
50 Years Later.”  Morgan shipped 300 CDs of the song 
to Tracy, with all proceeds earmarked for the Tracy 
Ambulance Service and Tracy Fire Departments.

“Those people helped a lot of people then (when 
the tornado struck) and they are still helping people,” 

Morgan said in telephone interview, from the Little 
Shop of Morgansongs in Nashville. “I wanted to do 
something to help them keep doing their good work.”

The Tracy Tornado CDs will be available for sale to 
the public on June 9, during the “Never Forget” events 
planned for the tornado’s 50th anniversary.

Morgan sings the lead on the song, while 
accompanying himself on the guitar.

• • •
The song recounts how Morgan and his family saw 

the tornado approach Tracy from the vantage point 
of their farm west of town. Dennis was cleaning out 
the calf pen, and his dad, Lester, was out cultivating 
corn, “when momma yelled from the back step, there’s 
gonna be a storm.” Driving out of their farm “like a 
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48 seniors to receive diploma
Alecia Christian Sarita Hook Sydney Lanoue Miranda Spanovich Charlie Vang

Kris Ambuehl

Forty-eight seniors are scheduled to 
participate in Tracy Area High School 
commencement ceremony Sunday.

The caps & gowns event begins at 2 
p.m. in the high school gym.  The public 
is invited.

Senior speakers will be Miranda 
Spanovich (“welcome”), Charlie Vang 
(“past”), Sarita Hook (“present”), Sydney 
Lanoue (“future”), and Alecia Christian 
(“farewell”).

The class valedictorian and salutatorian 
will be announced during the ceremony, 
as well as the gold chord honor students.   
Supt. Chad Anderson and school board 

members will present the diplomas.
The high school concert band and 

choir will perform.  The choir, directed 
by Wendy Johnson, will sing “It Takes a 
Village,” while the band will present a 
medley from Beauty and the Beast.  The 
Brittanie Klaverkamp directed band will 
also perform the traditional “Pomp & 
Circumstance” processional.

A reception line will form outside the 
school’s north entrance following the 
ceremony.

• • •
According to the future plans listed by 

seniors in the commencement program, 

30 graduates (62.5%) plan to attend a 
four-year college or university.  Thirteen 
(27%) plan to obtain technical training 
at a two-year vocational school.   Five 
graduates (13%) are either undecided or 
plan to enter the work force immediately 
following high school.

The motto for this year’s class is: “Each 
of us has different talents, different 
dreams and different destinations, but we 
all have the same power to make a new 
tomorrow.”

The Class of 2018 is the smallest in eight 
decades for Tracy.   Tracy High School’s 
Class of 1935 graduated 42 seniors. 

‘Whipped by devil’s tail’
Dennis Morgan records ‘Ballad of Tracy Tornado’

3 saying goodbye to schools

11 siblings 
served Uncle Sam

Dennis MorganTornado song:  
See page 12

Deb Miller Lauri FoxSam Woitalewicz

Deb Miller Lauri FoxSam Woitalewicz
Sam Woitalewicz is one busy man. Aside 

from teaching fifth- and sixth-grade social 
studies at Tracy Area Elementary School, 
he continues to go to school, and up until 
he was hired as a principal at Westbrook-
Walnut Grove, he worked overnights at a 
group home near Marshall for nine years.

“It’s tough,” Woitalewicz said of his 
schedule. “My wife (Sheri) and I keep 
talking about how we’ve been in school 
since we were married. She graduated with 
two degrees from SMSU and is considering 
going back for more. It’s difficult. Hopefully 
it starts slowing down a little bit so we can 
have a family.”

Woitalewicz — or Mr. W as he is lovingly 
referred to as at TAES — is wrapping up his 
time in Tracy. After six years, Friday will be 
his last day there.

He said he has loved his time in Tracy and 
will miss working with the kids and teaching 
them.

Deb Miller doesn’t have a parent, 
child or grandchild nearby, yet she is 
constantly surrounded by family.

Miller, Tracy Area Elementary 
School’s talented and affable librarian, 
has spent 25 years building and 
nurturing relationships in Tracy and 
the surrounding area, and when she 
talks about her time here — in the 
school system, in the church, and in the 
community — the word “family” keeps 
coming up.

“I have quite a few Tracy families,” 
she says with a grin. “There’s no other 
word that fits these friends of many 
years, who have been with me through 
some of the hardest times in my life 
— encouraging me, crying with me, 
helping me get through just one more 
day when I didn’t think I could.”

In a matter of days, Miller’s time in 
Tracy will come to an end, as she and 

Long an admirer of history and 
literature, it wasn’t until Lauri Fox was 
in college that she realized how much 
she loves libraries.

Fox, originally from Luverne, 
received her degree in secondary 
education at Southwest State 
University (now Southwest Minnesota 
State University) in 1976 and while at 
SSU, she worked in the college library. 

“I just loved working there,” said Fox, 
who is retiring as Tracy Area School 
Media Specialist after two decades of 
serving in the school district. “I loved 
being in the library. That’s when I 
decided that’s what I wanted to get 
into.”

Lauri and her husband, Jim, ended 
up moving around a quite a bit after 
living in Marshall in the early 1980s. 
They moved to Nebraska, then to Iowa, 
which is where Lauri got into the public 
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By Scott Thoma

If Annie Sammons’ grown 
children had all marched off 
to war at the same time, there 
would have been enough to 
form their own unit.

Instead, they left the nest 
one by one to serve their 
country; nine sons and a 
daughter in World War 
II and another son in the 
Korean War.

Annie (her real name was 
Anna) and her husband, 
William, had 15 children in 
all that were born between 
1913-1930, including one 
who died at 8 months old. 
They had three sets of twins 
in all, with two of the sets of 
twins serving in WWII.

When William passed 
away in 1934 at age 56, 
Annie was left to raise the 
children on her own. But 

several tragic events left her 
heartbroken.

One of her children, the 
oldest son, “Johnnie,” died 
of malaria while a prisoner 
of war in the Philippines. 
Another son, Marvin, had 
only been enlisted for a short 
while before being granted a 
24-hour pass from boot camp 
to attend a family reunion 
and died as a result of a 
swimming accident.

After seeing a story in a 
daily Minnesota newspaper 
a few years ago about seven 
siblings from the same 
family serving in World 
War II, Lorna Glatz, Annie’s 
granddaughter, became 
historically interested in her 
own military family tree.

“I knew my grandparents 
had 10 children serve in 

Sammons:  
See page five

John Henry Sammons Marvin Leone Sammons

City Administrator:  
See page 18

Photo by 
Gretchen 
Anderson 
from near 

Lake Shetek.

Stories by Per Peterson



1st Star: Miranda Spanovich
2nd Star: Danielle Alberg, Taitum 

Timm, Amy Yang
3rd Star: Alecia Christian, Evelyn 

Dolan, Sarita Hook, Kaylee Kirk, 
Sydney Lanoue, Emily Nelson, 
Megan Schmitt, Charlie Vang, 
MaiDee Vang, Ethan Voss, Nadia 
Winge, Tony Yang, Anna Zwach

President’s Award Certificate 
& Pin (3.667 & above Cum GPA 
at end of Sem 1): Danielle Alberg, 
Alecia Christian, Evelyn Dolan, 
Sarita Hook, Kaylee Kirk, Sydney 
Lanoue, Emily Nelson, Megan 
Schmitt, Miranda Spanovich, Taitum 
Timm, Charlie Vang, MaiDee Vang, 
Ethan Voss, Nadia Winge, Amy 
Yang, Tony Yang, Anna Zwach

Student Council 
Recognition:(P) Evelyn Dolan, (VP) 
Sidney Karbo, (S) Quentin Cochran, 
(T) Sarita Hook

Senior High Citizenship Award 
& Pin: Quentin Cochran, Kaylee 
Kirk

National Honor Society 
Recognition (Black & Gold Neck 
Cords): (P/2yr) Alecia Christian, 
(VP/2yr) Sydney Lanoue, (S/2yr) 
Sarita Hook, (T/2yr) Quentin 
Cochran

2 yr Members: Evelyn Dolan, 
Sidney Karbo, Kaylee Kirk, Emily 
Nelson, Megan Schmitt, Miranda 
Spanovich, Charlie Vang, Ethan 
Voss, Nadia Winge, Tony Yang, 
Anna Zwach

1 yr Members: Alexandra Rolling, 
MaiDee Vang, Amy Yang

Male & Female Athlete of the 
Year: Moses Dolan, Kaylee Kirk

AAA (Academics, Arts, 
Athletics): Sarita Hook, Moses 
Dolan

Panther Booster Club Plaques: 
Danielle Alberg, Emily Bonderson, 
Austin Buchholz, Alecia Christian, 
Evelyn Dolan, Moses Dolan, Lily 
Gladis, Brandon Hissam, Sarita 
Hook, Sidney Karbo, Kaylee Kirk, 
Parker Kunkel, Sydney Lanoue, Kyle 
Leonard, Nash Mayer, Cody Miller, 
Kendra Moyars, Emily Nelson, Tylar 
Noyes, Lauren Peterson, Alexandra 
Rolling, Dakota Rolling, Megan 
Schmitt, Rebecca Surprenant, 
Mai See Thao, Elizah Thor, Taitum 
Timm, Ethan Voss, Katlyn Wieme, 
Nadia Winge, Anna Zwach, Laura 
Karkle

Peer Helpers (Breakfast Club): 
Dani Alberg, Alecia Christian, 
Quentin Cochran, Evelyn Dolan, 
Sarita Hook, Sidney Karbo, Sydney 
Lanoue, Lauren Peterson, Megan 
Schmitt, Rebecca Surprenant, 
Elizah Thor, Charlie Vang, Nadia 
Winge, Tony Yang, Anna Zwach

Peer Tutors: Lily Gladis, Emily 
Nelson, Lauren Peterson, Megan 
Schmitt, Charlie Vang, Ethan Voss, 
Tony Yang, Anna Zwach

Big Buddies: Alecia Christian, 
Anna Zwach, Brandon Hissam, 
Charlie Vang, Dakota Rolling, 

Danielle Alberg, Elizah Thor, Emily 
Bonderson, Emily Nelson, Evelyn 
Dolan, K Paw Soe, Katlyn Wieme, 
Kaylee Kirk, Kendra Moyars, 
Kyle Leonard, Lauren Peterson, 
Megan Schmi  tt, Moses Dolan, 
Nadia Winge, Nash Mayer, Natalie 
Henderson, Nick Peterson, Quentin 
Cochran, Sarita Hook, Sidney 
Karbo, Sydney Lanoue, Tony Yang, 
Tylar Noyes

National School Choral Award: 
MaiDee Vang

Rock Star Choir Award: Evelyn 
Dolan

John Philip Sousa Award: Tony 
Yang

Director’s for Band Award: 
Nicholas Peterson

Knowledge Bowl Recognition: 
Quentin Cochran, Rebecca 
Surprenant

Teton Yearbook Awards: 
Emily Bonderson, Alecia Christian, 
Quentin Cochran, Evelyn Dolan, 
Sarita Hook, Kaylee Kirk, Sydney 
Lanoue, Nicholas Peterson, Nadia 
Winge, Anna Zwach

Ag Ed Council/FFA State 
Degree Sch.: $100.00, Anna 
Zwach, Quentin Cochran, Sarita 
Hook, Charlie Vang, Alecia Christian, 
Alexandra Rolling, Brandon Hissam

Harold & Myrna Anderson Mem. 
Sch.: $1,000.00, Alecia Christian

Alice Klein Persons Schroeder 
Schol.: $1,000.00, Sarita Hook

Myrna Anderson Memorial 
Schol. (2): $1,000.00, Sydney 
Lanoue, Ethan Voss

Myrna Anderson Memorial 
Schol. (2): $500.00, Charlie Vang, 
Kaylee Kirk

Andrew & Martha Wixon 
Memorial Sch: $500.00, Megan 
Schmitt

Art Marben “Bulldog” Award: 
$1,000.00, MaiDee Vang

Balaton Legion Scholarships 
(3): $250.00, Natalie Henderson, 
Kaylee Kirk, Sidney Karbo

Bryan Hillger Memorial 
Scholarship: $300.00, Katlyn 
Wieme

Cenex Harvest States 
Scholarship: $500.00, Katlyn 
Wieme

Clarice A. Finnigan Memorial 
Sch. (4): $250.00, Nicholas 
Peterson, Lauren Peterson, Emily 
Bonderson, Rebecca Surprenant

Currie Am Leg. Sons: $200.00, 
Nadia Winge, Alecia Wallenstein

Currie Am.Leg.Post 322 Schol: 
$200.00, Austin Buchholz

Currie Town & Country 
Boosters Schol (3): $400.00, Tony 
Yang, Megan Schmitt, Nash Mayer

D.A.R. Award: $100.00, Sarita 
Hook

Denny Morgan “Bootstrap” 
Scholar (2): $500.00, Mai See 
Thao, KPaw Soe    

Don Burke Memorial Sch.: 
$250.00, Megan Schmitt

Don Stassen Memorial 

Scholarship: $100.00, Emily 
Bonderson

E.K. Bicek Memorial 
Scholarship (2): $100.00, Mai See 

Thao, Tony Yang
Emily Coulter Memorial 

Scholarship: $400.00, Nadia Winge
“Get in Front of it” Eric Peterson 

Memorial Softball Scholarship: 
$100.00, Dakota Rolling

Foreign Exchange Student 
Recognition: Laura Karkle

IDEAL Animal Nutrition 
Scholarship (2): $500.00, Megan 
Schmitt, Katlyn Wieme

John Garrett Memorial Schol: 
$250.00, Pa Kou Yang

Johnson Family Memorial 
Schol: $500.00, Nash Mayer

Keith Stanton Memorial 
Scholarship: $300.00, Charlie Vang

Kenneth Sletten Scholarship 
(2): $375.00, Moses Dolan, Sidney 

Karbo
Kirk & Jane Landman 

Scholarship: $250.00, Ethan Voss
Kiwanis Scholarships (4): 

$300.00, Sarita Hook, MaiDee Vang, 
Quentin Cochran, Charlie Vang

Larry Wirtz Memorial 
Scholarship: $150.00, Dakota 
Rolling

Leigh Schimming Memorial 
Sch.: $200.00, Miranda Spanovich

LeRoy Johnson Scholarship 
(2): $500.00, Pa Kou Yang, Emily 
Nelson

Ludeman Family Farm: $500.00, 
Alecia Christian

Luke Prairie Memorial 
Scholarship: $500.00, Nash Mayer

Lyon County Farm Bureau 
Sch.: $500.00, Brandon Hissam

Milroy Farmer’s Co-op 
Scholarship (2): $500.00, Megan 

Schmitt, Moses Dolan
Miss Tracy Alumni 

Scholarships: $250.00, Alecia 
Christian, Rebecca Surprenant, 
Sydney Lanoue, Nadia Winge, Lily 
Gladis, Anna Zwach, Evelyn Dolan, 
Kaylee Kirk, Kendra Moyars, Katlyn 
Wieme, Sarita Hook

Miss Tracy Winner Scholarship: 
$1,500.00, Sarita Hook

Miss Tracy 1st Runner-Up 
Scholarship: $900.00, Sydney 
Lanoue

Miss Tracy 2nd Runner-Up 
Scholarship: $700.00, Alecia 
Christian

Miss Tracy/Schol. Ach & Comm 
Involvement: $300.00, Sarita Hook

Miss Tracy/Creative Arts 
Presentation: $300.00, Evelyn 
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Tracy Area High School’s Class of 
2018 was honored and recognized 
for their achievements last 
Wednesday night at Senior 
Recognition Night. More 
than $59,000 in scholarships 
was awarded by alumni 
and local organizations and 
businesses, and if you add other 
scholarships from colleges and 
universities, about $200,000 worth 
of scholarships was awarded. “I 
think we can be extremely proud of 
our community and alumni for what they 
have given back,” TAHS counselor Sonja Gasca said to close 
out the ceremony. The Class of 2018 consists of 48 students. 
Commencement exercises are at 2 p.m. on Sunday.

Seniors 
awarded

MaiDee Vang receives the Art Marben “Bulldog Award” from Ron 
McDaniel.

Student tutors: Lily Gladis, Emily Nelson, Lauren Peterson, Megan Schmitt, Ethan Voss, Charlie Vang Tony Yang 
and Anna Zwach

 Band instructor Brittani Klaverkamp shares a lighter moment with award recipient Nick Peterson.

 Eagles scholarships went to Anna Zwach, Evy Dolan and Syd Lanoue.

 Nadia Winge was the recipient of this year’s Emily Coulter memorial 
scholarship. She is pictured with John and Muriel Coulter.

 Kaylee Kirk (left) and MaiDee Vang won Tracy Area Medical Foundation 
scholarships. 

 Exchange student Laura Karkle.

Katlyn Wieme received the Bryan 
Hillger Memorial Scholarship.

Minnwest Bank Scholarships went to Dani Alberg and Tony Yang.

Marilyn Christensen presented Alice Schroeder and Harold and Myrna Anderson scholarships to, from left: Kaylee Kirk, Charlie Vang, Ethan Voss, Syd 
Lanoue, Alecia Christian and Sarita Hook.

Tracy American Legion scholarships went to Evy Dolan and Kendra 
Moyars.

Award and scholarship winners:

Senior awards:  
See page three

Dakota Rolling received the Eric 
Peterson memorial “Get in Front of 
It” softball award and scholarship.



Miss Tracy/Lori Bangasser 
Memorial: $300.00, Sydney Lanoue

Miss Tracy/Panel Evaluation: 
$300.00, Anna Zwach

Miss Tracy/Presence & 
Composure: $300.00, Sarita Hook

Miss Tracy/Fitness Award: 
$300.00, Nadia Winge

Miss Tracy/Spirit Award: 
$300.00, Anna Zwach

Minnwest Bank Scholarships 
(2): $250.00, Danielle Alberg, Tony 
Yang

Prairie View Senior Living 
Scholarship: $250.00, Alecia 
Christian, Kaylee Kirk, Sarita Hook

Robert Weilage Scholarships 
(4): $500.00 Charlie Vang, Anna 
Zwach; $250.00 Quentin Cochran, 
Sarita Hook

SMSU College Now 
Scholarship: $2,000.00, Taitum 
Timm, $4,000.00, Kendra Moyars

SMSU Dr. W. Apostol Family 
Scholarship: $225.00, Taitum Timm

SMSU Leadership Scholarship: 
$5,000.00, Taitum Timm

SMSU-Dan & Mary Snobl 
Scholarship: $250.00, Dakota 
Rolling

SMSU-Thomas Drever Family 
Scholarship (2): $1,000.00, Kendra 
Moyars, Taitum Timm

SMSU-Buuck Family 
Scholarship: $4,800.00, Kendra 
Moyars

SMSU- Scholarship: $2,000.00, 
Dakota Rolling

Spreading Joy Scholarship: 
$500.00, Quentin Cochran

St. Mary’s School Alumni 
Scholarship: $250.00, Alecia 
Christian

T.A.H.S. Alumni Scholarship 
(2): $250.00, Danielle Alberg, Tony 
Yang

TAHS Scholarship Fund (2): 
$250.00, Elizah Thor, Stewart 
Chisam

Tracy Area Medical Cntr.Fndtn. 
(2): $500.00, MaiDee Vang, Kaylee 
Kirk

Tracy Eagles Aerie #3918 (3): 
$500.00, Anna Zwach, Evelyn 
Dolan, Sydney Lanoue

Tracy Education Assoc. Schol. 
(2): $250.00, Sarita Hook, Miranda 

Spanovich
Tracy Lions Scholarships 

(2): $200.00, Amy Yang, Stewart 
Chisham

Tracy Masonic Lodge #155 (2): 
$1,000.00, Kendra Moyars, Lily 
Gladis

Victor & Lois Graham Memorial 
Sch. (3): $250.00, MaiDee Vang, 
Mai See Thao

Tracy Am.Leg. Aux. Citizenship 
Award 

(For attending Girls state): 
Kendra Moyars, Sarita Hook

Tracy Am.Leg. Auxiliary Schol 
(2): $250.00, Kendra Moyars, 
Evelyn Dolan

Tracy Am.Leg. Citizenship 
Award (For attending Boys State): 
Charlie Vang, Tony Yang, Elizah 
Thor

Tracy Am.Leg. Post 
Scholoarship (2): $200.00, Moses 
Dolan, Charlie Vang

The American Legion  Dept of 
MN: $500.00, Sarita Hook

U.S.M.C. Distinguished 
Athletes: Nash Mayer, Sydney 
Lanoue, Evelyn Dolan

U.S.M.C. Scholastic Excellence: 
Charlie Vang, Alecia Christian

U.S.M.C. Semper Fidelis Award: 
Sarita Hook

Other Scholarships:
Build Dakota Scholarship: Nash 

Mayer
DWU Academic & Athletic 

Scholarship: Kaylee Kirk
Lyon-Lincoln Elec. Operation 

Round-Up: $500.00,Katlyn Wieme
MN State Mankato - Maverick 

Scholarship: $2,000.00,Sarita 
Hook

MNIAA Scholarship: 
$600.00,Sydney Lanoue

Nobles Electric Scholarship: 
Natalie Henderson

Northwestern Academic 
Achievement: $6,500.00,Sidney 
Karbo

Northwestern Women’s 
Basketball: $8,000.00,Sidney 
Karbo

Raymond - Clark Scholarship: 
$2,000.00,Charlie Vang

Redwood Electric Scholarship 

(2): $335.00,Evelyn Dolan, Moses 
Dolan

Ruth Leverton Scholarship: 
$52,000.00, Nadia Winge

Sanford Health Network 
Scholarship: $2,000.00, Alecia 
Christian

SDSU Yellow & Blue Jackrabbit 
Scholarship: $4,000.00, Alecia 
Christian

University of Minnesota - 
Duluth: $10,000.00, Sydney Lanoue

Wisconsin Lutheran Servant 
Scholarship: $2,000.00, Miranda 
Spanovich

Wisconsin Lutheran 

Presidential Scholarship: 
$80,000.00, Miranda Spanovich

Wisconsin Lutheran Music 
Scholarship: $14,000.00, Miranda 
Spanovich

Winona State Academic 
Scholarship: $6,000.00, Evelyn 
Dolan

University of MN - Dave Larson 
Scholarship: $21,500.00, Ethan 
Voss

MN Workforce Dev. From South 
Central College: $2,500.00, Alecia 
Wallenstein

Bob Christensen - Pursuit of 
Excellence: $500 Brandon Hissam
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Athletes of the Year: Kaylee Kirk and Moses Dolan.

Doug Prairie presents Nash Mayer with the Luke Prairie Memorial 
scholarship.

The Kirk & Jane Landman 
scholarship went to Ethan Voss.

The 
Kenneth 

J. Sletten 
Memorial 

Scholarship 
went to Sidney 

Karbo and 
Moses Dolan.

Senior Big Buddies for 2017-18.

Scholarships
Continued from page two

Quentin Cochran received the 
first “Speading Joy” scholarship 
from Jeanne Knott.

Currie American Legion/Sons of the Legion scholarship winners, from left: 
Alecia Wallenstein, Austin Buchholz and Nadia WInge.

By Seth Schmidt

Monroe Township and the 
City of Tracy are at odds over 
fire protection service rates.

The township board, in an 
April 11 letter sent to the city, 
announced that it was rejecting 
a proposed 15% increase 
in rates to  $389 a section.  
Instead, the letter stated that 
the township would be willing 
to pay  $341.38 per section, 
which represented a 1% 
increase.  The township sent 
the city a check of $11,265.54, 
rather than the $12,837 that the 
City of Tracy had requested 
with the 15% increase.

The fire service contract 
would have gone into effect 
May 1 2018, and continued 
through April 30, 2019.

The Tracy City Council, 
accepting the recommendation 
of City Attorney Matt Gross, 
rejected the Monroe Township 
offer on May 14.  City staff has 
not cashed the $11,265 check 
from the township.

In a memo to the council, 

Gross stated that it is his 
understanding that all other 
townships served by the 
Tracy Fire Dept. have signed 
2018-2019 contracts for the 
requested  $389 a section.  To 
accept a lesser amount from 
Monroe Township, Gross felt 
would be unfair to the other 
townships and open the door 
for further conflicts.

“By agreeing to a different 
amount with Monroe 
Township, the other townships 
may seek a reduction in 
their contract rates and 
this may create tensions 
between the City and these 
townships.  It is advisable 
to maintain a consistent rate 
for all townships, instead of 
negotiating rates for each 
individual township,” Gross 
wrote.

Council member Jeri Schons 
agreed, arguing that it would 
be a mistake for the city to have 
different rates with different 
townships.  Schons felt that 
the city had done its “due 
diligence” in proposing a rate 

that was based on a formula 
that had been developed 
by the League of Minnesota 
Cities, Minnesota Association 
of Townships, and a state fire 
organization.

A motion, made by Tony 
Peterson, unanimously 
rejected the Monroe Township 
offer, and directed that the 
Monroe Township check be 
returned

• • •
What happens now?
According to Gross’s 

council memo, the City of 
Tracy is “not legally obligated 
to provide fire services 
to properties in Monroe 
Township” if the township 
chooses not to agree to the 
City’s fire protection rates.  
The Tracy Fire Dept. “may, 
however, choose to respond 
to fire calls if requested by 
Monroe Township.  The City 
is only obligated to provide 
fire services to townships if 
contracted for,” Gross wrote.

For the Tracy Fire Dept. to 
provide fire protection services 

in Monroe Township, Gross 
advised, “the City will need to 
pass an ordinance authorizing 
them to charge fees to the 
i n d i v i d u a l s / p r o p e r t i e s 
receiving fire services.  The 
City already has established 
a fee schedule for fire calls.  
This rate would apply to 
those individuals/properties 
in Monroe Township, in the 
event a fire service contract is 
not in place.”

The council set a June 
25 public hearing on the 
ordinance proposed by Gross. 

Monroe Township’s offer 
to pay 1% more for its fire 
protection contract in 2018-
19, according to the letter, was 
agreed to at the township’s 
annual March 13 meeting.  
The letter termed the City’s 
proposed 15% increase 
“exorbitant.”

At a Feb. 26 meeting with 
the Tracy City Council, Fire 
Chief Dale Johnson III said 
that scheduled increases are 
part of a long-term effort 
to have township fire rates 

more accurately reflect the 
City’s cost of providing fire 
protection services in rural 
areas.

He cited data showing 
that from 2010 to 2017, the 
percentage of the Tracy Fire 
Department’s calls that were 
rural ranged from 58.9 to 
68.9%. However, during that 
eight-year period, the fire 
department’s revenues from 
rural calls never exceeded 
26%, and were as low as 14.2%.

Johnson explained that a 
formula ironed out by the 
state township group and 
the Leagues of Minnesota 
Cities attempts to narrow 
that disparity.  Using the state 
formula, a goal was established 
to increase the Tracy Fire 
Department’s township rate 
from $165 a section in 2010 to 
$573 a section in 2020.

Increasing township rates, 
Johnson told the council, 
would help the department 
maintain the necessary 
training and equipment 
needed to provide good fire 

protection services to the 
townships. 

At the Feb. 26 council 
meeting, it was noted that the 
city had forgotten to implement 
a scheduled increase between 
2015 and 2016 using the newly 
developed formula, when 
township rates remained at 
$294 a section for two years.  
To make up for the lapse, the 
council considered a 32% rural 
rate increase for 2018-19.  But 
at the insistence of Schons, 
a 15% increase was imposed 
instead. 

Monroe Township’s April 
11 letter rejecting the 15% 
increase stated that the state 
formula was intended as a 
“guide,” not a mandatory 
“one formula works with all” 
requirement.

Area townships that do 
have contracts with the City 
of Tracy include Shetek, Lake 
Sarah, Custer, Holly, Sodus, 
Gales, Amiret, and Springdale.   
Prior to May 1, the Tracy Fire 
Dept. served 140.75 sections in 
portions of nine townships. 

A rutted, pothole-plagued block of 
State Street will be repaired thanks 
to a plan approved by the Tracy City 
Council last week.

A mill and bituminous overlay is 
planned for the block between Third 
St. East and Fourth St. East. “Soft 
spots” in the base will be repaired, and 
new drain tile installed along the curb 
line as well.  Estimated cost is $65,000.

City policy calls for 25% of street 
improvement costs to be assessed 
to benefiting property owners on a 
front foot basis.  Based on 300 feet of 
assessable footage, assessments will 
be $2,791 to  $7,407 on four different 
properties, or $53.67 per foot.

Work will be done by Duininck Inc., 
which is scheduled to roll down the final 
bituminous “lift” on streets affected by 

the Phase One infrastructure project of 
2017.  Duininck also has a change order 
to pave a portion of Fifth St. East, for 
the planned “Our House” hospice.

Duininck has agreed to do the State 
St. work, for the same unit prices of the 
Phase One project. 

State St. resident Dave Spencer 
thanked the council for the planned 
street work, which he said had been 
postponed 12 years ago.

Other business at the council’s May 
14 meeting included:

• Discussion of Charter Commission 
recommendations about council term 
limits and the size of the council (See 
story May 16).

• No action was taken on a proposal 
from 324 South St. property owner 
Rosemary Martin, to obtain the use 

of one additional parking spot for 
her newly established apartments, in 
exchange for her mowing the entire 
area between 324 South and the city 
liquor store.  The council said they 
would prefer an offer to purchase the 
city-owned proeprty needed for the 
extra parking.  Martin said she was in 
favor of that idea, and indicated she 
would consider  an offer to the city.

• It was agreed to donate admissions 
to the Tracy Aquatic Center as a 
silent auction item, for the June 9th 
50th anniversary Tracy Tornado 
remembrance.

• A resolution was passed to annex 
a 1.03 acre parcel of the former Red 
Rooster property, which had been 
requested by the Tracy Development 
Corp.  An ordinance to annex the 

parcel was adopted in January, but it 
was later determined that the wrong 
legal description for the land was 
used by legal counsel.  As a result, the 
annexation ordinance originally passed 
had to be repealed, and a resolution for 
new annexation ordinance passed.

The city’s legal firm, Quarnstrom 
& Doering, has agreed to pick up 
the added expenses of redoing the 
annexation.

The annexation parcel includes a 
metal storage garage with overhead 
doors on the northeast corner of the 
Red Rooster property.  The Tracy 
Development group asked for the 
annexation in order to maximize the 
tax benefits to the City of Tracy from 
future redevelopment.

Rubber to hit road for State Street upgrade

Monroe Township balks at 15% jump in fire contract

A Lamberton man died 
after accidentally becoming 
completely submerged in 
grain and unsuccessful rescue 
attempts were made.

Shortly before 5:30 p.m. on 
Friday, the Redwood County 
Sheriff’s Office responded 
to a call of a person trapped 
inside a grain bin at 101 
1st Ave. E. in Lamberton. 
Upon arrival, the man, Mark 
Arkell, 46, of Lamberton, was 
totally submerged. He was 
pronounced dead at the scene.

Assisting the Sheriff’s Office 
was North Ambulance, North 
Air Care and the Sanborn Fire 
Department.

Man dies in grain 
bin accident
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Greetings from Tracy Area 
Public Schools.

Summer break is right 
around the corner but that 
does not mean things will 
slow down at Tracy Area 
Public Schools. We are very 
fortunate to have a variety of 
opportunities for our students 
and workshops for staff this 
summer and next fall.  

After students are dismissed 
for summer break our staff 
at TAPS will be involved in 
two days of “ALICE” training 
which stands for Alert, 
Lockdown, Inform, Counter, 
& Evacuate. Tracy Police Chief 
Jason Lichty will lead classes 
that will provide preparation 

and a plan for our staff on how 
to more proactively handle the 
threat of an aggressive intruder 
or active shooter event. The 
ALICE training has become the 
accepted response, versus the 
traditional “lockdown only” 
approach. Unfortunately, 
school safety training has 
become a necessary piece of 
staff development in today’s 
world. 

The school board, 
administration, and staff 
understand the necessity for 
this training and will continue 
to create safety procedures 
and review our crisis plans 
to ensure we are doing 
everything possible to keep 
our children safe while at 
TAPS.

TAPS also has a close 
working relationship with all 
of the area law enforcement 
and rescue personal that all 
have the safety of our children 
as their first priority. We are 
very fortunate to have such 
a dedicated and professional 
group of safety personal in 
Tracy and the surrounding 
communities.

For the first time ever, 
Tracy Area Public Schools 
will be offering a summer 
college credit program.  This 
opportunity comes through 
the collaborative efforts of 
Marshall, Murray County 
Central, Red Rock Central, 
Russell-Tyler-Ruthton, Tracy 
Area, Westbrook-Walnut 
Grove, and Wabasso Public 
Schools and Minnesota West 
Community and Technical 
College as we work together 
to provide a unique, high 
quality opportunity for our 
students.  The summer college 
credit program provides 
an opportunity for current 
sophomore and junior students 

to take one summer college 
course and earn college credit 
from a nationally accredited 
institution.  By taking one of 
the courses offered at Tracy 
Area High School during 
the month of June it allows 
students to focus on one 
course and experience the 
rigor of college level courses 
in the safety of a high school 
setting.  We will be offering 
an Intro to Education three 
credit course and Principles of 
Biology which is a four credit 
course.   Students from each of 
the above listed schools have 
the option to take the classes 
in Tracy during the month of 
June.

Camp Discover S’more will 
once again be held at Tracy 
Area Elementary School 
during the month of July.  The 
camp will be offered July 9-27, 
Monday through Friday, from 
8:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  This 
fun and educational summer 
program has been going on 
since the summer of 2010.  

The goal of the fun learning 
opportunity is to keep 
students engaged during the 
summer, interacting with 
peers, and preventing learning 
loss.  The students who 
attend camp are more likely 
to continue reading over the 
summer months, which helps 
students pick up where they 
left off in the spring without 
any loss over the summer. We 
have 71 Kindergarten through 
fifth-grade students enrolled 

and four teachers leading 
the program. The Tracy Area 
Elementary teachers teaching 
this summer include: Miss 
Glowacka, Mrs. Meyer, Mrs. 
Leske, and Ms. Jensen.

For the second year, 
the Summer Math Credit 
Recovery program is being 
offered during two sessions 
during June, under the 
direction of Mrs. Larsen and 
Mrs. Purrington.  Students are 
able to recover credits so they 
can stay on track to graduate 
with their classmates. This 
also enables students to fill 
their schedules with electives 
that will help them determine 
postsecondary career and 
college options.

Throughout the summer 
TAPS will also offer a free 
summer feeding program for 
children in our community 
sponsored by a federal grant. 
All children up to the age of 
18 are eligible for the free food 
program. 

The summer feeding 
program will run June 4 – July 
19 from 11 a .m.-noon, Monday 
– Thursday at Sebastian Park. 
The feeding program at the 
elementary will run June 
4-August 24 from 11:00-12:00 
p.m. Monday-Friday.  We 
will also offer breakfast at 
the elementary from 8-9 a.m.  
Adults that accompany the 
children will be charged $4/
meal.

Next fall Tracy Area Public 
Schools, Russell-Tyler-
Ruthton Public Schools, Ralco 
trūShrimp, and Minnesota 
West are partnering to offer a 
new and innovative Career-
Technical-Education (CTE) 
opportunity for our students 
like no other in the area. This 
course is so innovative, that 
no curriculum is available 

to purchase, and must be 
developed from scratch. This 
innovative partnership will 
provide the opportunity for 
the students to earn high 
school and college credit 
while simultaneously learning 
about the Aquaculture 
Industry at trūShrimp which 
is centrally based between the 
two schools (TAPS & RTR) in 
Balaton. Students who take 
this class will gain knowledge 
in the area of math, chemistry, 
biology, robotics, animal 
nutrition, water purification, 
genetics, plant science, and 
gain critical thinking skills. 

These incorporated 
standards will give our 
students an introduction to a 
new and innovative industry 
that has the potential to 
provide job opportunities in 
rural southwestern Minnesota.  

This new class would not 
have been possible without 
the cooperation of everyone 
involved and the Launch Your 
Future Today (LYFT) grant 
which is a rural career and 
technical education (CTE) 
pathway initiative with the 
purpose of rebuilding CTE in 
the 18 county service region 
of southwest and west central 
Minnesota.

The above options along 
with a wide variety of 
summer recreation activities 
will keep our children active 
and learning this summer and 
into the fall. Tracy Area Public 
Schools have opportunities 
similar to large schools, but all 
are located in a small school/
town atmosphere. 

If you have questions about 
any of the above activities, 
please feel free to contact me at 
any time. Together we can all 
make a difference in the lives 
of our children.

You and 
Your 
School

  Chad Anderson, Superintendent

End of school year doesn’t mean end of activity
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My daughter gave me the 
news flash fresh from social 
media on our way home 
Friday night: A man got 
trapped in a grain elevator 
and died in Lamberton.

My first thought: That’s sad.
But my life went on. 
Then I found out who that 

man is, and when I did, that 
piece of nondescript news 
became a punch in the gut.

His name is Mark Arkell, 
and he was 46 — my age. I 
met him while I was in high 
school and a few of us baseball 
players latched on to the 
Lamberton American Legion 
baseball team, of which Mark 
was a member. We spent just 
one summer playing ball in 
Lamberton, but it was one of 
the funnest summers of my 
life.

It was really the first time I 
had gotten to know a bunch 
of kids from a town other 
than Tracy. They were a great 
group of guys whom we 
unfortunately lost touch with 
after that one season. 

Mark and I both ended up 
attending Southwest State 
University (now Southwest 
Minnesota State University). 
Mark was a bit quirky in a fun 
kind of way, and he was funny 
and affable. He rode his bike 
everywhere in Marshall and 
worked at Hy-Vee while going 
to school.

Why do I tell this story? 
Because the news of Mark’s 
death — when it was still just 
some man who died — didn’t 
affect me until it hit home. 
Until I knew the name of the 
victim. Then I was sad.

It’s funny how bad news 
doesn’t hit us — really  hit 
us — unless it happens to 
someone we know. We’re all 
saddened by the recent school 
shooting in Santa Fe, but since 
we don’t know any of those 
killed, that’s the extent of it. 
The news of another school 
shooting didn’t stop us in our 
tracks. It slowed us down a 
little maybe, made us think 

and appreciate the people in 
our lives, especially the kids, 
but it didn’t “hit home.”

Neither did the death of two 
women who were killed after a 
man drove his vehicle through 
a North Carolina restaurant 
Sunday. Again, it’s tragic, 
but are we going to allow 
ourselves to become really sad 
over the news? Probably not. 
Outside of “sending thoughts 
and prayers” to the families 
of the victims, we aren’t too 
phased. Sad but true.

Why is it that bad news has 
to “hit home” to hit us? Save 
the deaths of celebrities — 
athletes or entertainers — we 
don’t usually let bad news 
interrupt our lives too much 
unless that bad news is about 
someone we know personally.

Mark’s story is a sad one and 
I feel for his family and close 
friends. Whether you knew 
him or not, you can agree, 
an accident like the one that 
took his life is simply awful. 
You probably reacted much in 
the same way I did when you 
heard or read about it. 

But ask yourself: What 
if it happened to someone 
you know? Would you react 
differently? Of course you 
would. Your reaction to bad 
news — or lack of reaction 
— doesn’t make you a cold-
hearted person, it just makes 
you human. However, the gap 
between empathy and feeling 
bad enough to reach out to 
others in need, it seems, has 
widened in our fast-paced 
world. We just can’t seem to 
slow down enough to really 
feel bad for people who are 
suffering, unless we know 
them.

That needs to change.

There 
Ya Go

 Per Peterson, Editor

Shouldn’t all bad 
news ‘hit home’?

Make no mistake, mere 
mortals can’t predict the 
future.

For instance, in 1906, 
an academic at Princeton 
University warned that the 
newly-developed automobile 
would wreak havoc with 
American democracy, because 
only the wealthy would be 
able to afford this new mode 
of transportation.

The automobile, the 
professor warned, would 
divide America into a society 
of those who could afford 
to drive new Packards and 
Oldsmobiles, with the rest of 
humanity continuing to plod 
along with horses and mules.

The automobile cynic 
was Woodrow Wilson, who 
would become America’s 
28th president. Ironically, this 
great progressive was dead 
wrong about the automobile.  
Few innovations did more 
to obliterate economic 
distinctions among 20th 
Century Americans than the 
automobile, which rapidly 
became affordable for working 
people, thanks largely to 
Henry Ford and his Model T.  

With that example in 

mind, Two Cents Worth 
will not attempt to predict 
what lies ahead for Tracy 
Area High School’s Class of 
2018.  But it does seem safe 
to say that today’s young 
people shouldn’t have much 
trouble finding meaningful 
employment.

A boatload of statistics tell 
us that America is aging,  and 
that far more Baby Boomers 
are reaching Social Security 
age than there are young 
people joining the work force.  

The data are startling.  
The Center of the America 
Experiment estimates that 
Minnesota now has 60,000 
unfilled jobs, a number that 
could mushroom to 280,000 
in five years. I haven’t read 
anything that contradicts 
those numbers.

Signs of those job 
vacancies are everywhere.  

A friend mentions that the 
manufacturing company 
where he works is looking 
for workers.  Electricians, 
plumbers, and carpenters are 
busy.  Health-care facilities 
run advertisements for nurses 
and personal care workers.  
“Help wanted” signs are 
ubiquitous  at fast-food and 
retail establishments.

Meanwhile,  TAHS’s 
graduating classes are getting 
smaller.  By my calculations, 
one needs to return to the 
1930s to find a smaller THS 
graduating class than the 48 
seniors in the Class of 2018.  
(School enrollments rose 
during the Great Depression, 
as national policy encouraged 
teenagers to attend high 
school, rather than take jobs 
away from unemployed men).  

So, TAHS Class of 2018, it 
would seem that the world 
is your oyster.   There are 
many, many fields where your 
services will be in demand.  
You’ve been told for years 
that you are ‘special,” and it’s 
really true.

Now it’s up to you to make 
the most of your opportunities.

Two 
Cents 
Worth

  Seth Schmidt, Editor/Publisher

Jobless? Not for Class of ‘18

View from 
the House
MN House of 
Representatives 
District 16A

 Chris Swedzinski

The Minnesota House 
adjourned the 2018 session on 
Sunday after having passed 
a compromise tax conformity 
and education funding bill, a 
bonding bill, and a pension 
bill.

Session is complete
As for our work at the 

Capitol itself, it is clear that 
House Republicans went to 
bat for the people of Greater 
Minnesota this biennium. 
From the transportation 
funding for small cities, to 
bonding projects in rural 
areas and legislation to 
support property owners, 
there are a lot of things to be 
pleased about – and I haven’t 
even gotten to the tax relief 
we provided. The only thing 
which remains unanswered 
is whether the governor will 
sign the last of our good bills 
into law, or if he will play 
partisan games and prevent 
Minnesotans from enjoying 
the benefits we provided 
them.

The tax conformity and 
education plan were part of 
a compromise effort between 
legislative Republicans 
and Dayton. The federal 
conformity plan protects 
taxpayers, simplifies 
Minnesota’s tax code, and 
provides the first income 
tax rate cut in nearly 20 
years. It also makes available 
more than $225 million to 
help students – nearly $100 
million more than what the 
governor requested, provides 
new money and additional 
flexibility for school districts 
to address budget shortfalls.

Earlier Sunday, the 
House sent a supplemental 
budget bill to the governor’s 
desk. It contains shared 
priorities like ensuring safe 
schools, repairing roads and 
bridges, tackling the opioid 
epidemic, protecting aging 
and vulnerable adults, and 
preventing a cut to caregivers 
of disabled Minnesotans.

A top priority for House 
Republicans this year was 
improved school safety and 
student mental health. The 
bonding bill passed Sunday 
night brings the total school 
safety investment to more 
than $50 million – double the 
amount proposed by Dayton.

House Republicans also 
advanced an infrastructure-
heavy, geographically 
balanced capital investment 
package featuring $825 million 
in general obligation bonding 
to fund construction projects 
throughout the state. Included 
is a $3.1 million appropriation 
for the Minnesota Emergency 
Response & Industrial 
Training Center in Marshall. 
There also is $32 million 
for the construction of new 
veterans homes, including 
one for Montevideo which I 
advocated. Funding for a Lake 
Redwood dredging project I 
supported also was included.

The bills we sent to the 
governor build on the 
successful session that 
included the largest tax cut 
in nearly two decades, the 
largest investment in roads 
and bridges in state history 
without a gas tax increase, 
major funding boosts for 
education, and reforms to 
lower health care costs and 
boost health care choices for 
Minnesota families.

Legislation
ready for
governor 



World War II  and another 
in the Korean War, and I 
doubted that any other family 
in Minnesota could claim that 
many,” Lorna remarked. “I 
contacted my cousin, John 
Sammons (Annie’s grandson), 
and he did a lot of the research 
on our family.”

Lorna and John both 
grew up in the Tracy area 
in southwestern Minnesota. 
Lorna’s mother and John’s 
father were siblings.

Lorna now resides in 
Alexandria, while John and 
his wife, Pat, live in Hastings 
(they are also snowbirds, 
alternating every other year 
between Florida and Arizona).

Lorna lived with her 
grandmother in Tracy during 
the school year of 1944-45 
because her parents did not 
like the idea of having their 
daughter attend country 
school in a class with all boys. 
So, Lorna attended elementary 
school in Tracy that year.

“My grandma was a small 
lady, about 5-foot-1. But she 
was a feisty lady,” Lorna 
laughed. “I can’t imagine what 
it was like for her having so 
many of her own children in 
the service. It must have been 
really tough on her.”

John has been relentlessly 
researching the military angle 
of his family for several years, 
writing letters to military 
headquarters for information, 
perusing through history 
books, surfing the Web and 
also visiting gravesites.

“I requested service 
numbers, pay records, 
personnel records and things 
like that,” said John, who was 
named after his uncle John 
Henry “Johnnie” Sammons, 
the second of Annie’s children, 
but first to serve in the military. 
“I’ve visited the graves of all 
but one of the 11. I haven’t 
been to the Philippines to see 
where ‘Johnnie’ is buried.”

John’s father, Clarence, was 
Annie and William’s fourth 
child and second to serve in 
WWII.

Many of the records John 
was hoping to obtain were 
destroyed in a fire on July 12, 
1973, at the National Personnel 
Records Center in St. Louis. 
The records that weren’t lost 
in the fire were destroyed by 
water damage.

The Sammons family’s 
military tree branches also 
reveal some other interesting 
notes.

While Lorna’s and John’s 
grandfather, William, never 
served in the military, their 
great-great-grandfather, John 
Robert Sammons, grew up in 
Hillsville, Virginia, and fought 
for the Confederate Army in 
the Civil War at age 16. He was 
93 when he died in 1940.

And Lorna’s and John’s 
great-great-great- grandfather, 
John D. Salmons (the “l” in 
Salmons was later changed to 
an “m”) was 22 years old and 
a sergeant when he served in 
the War of 1812.

“If either of them had been 
killed in the war, I wouldn’t 
be here today,” said John, who 
served in the U.S. Navy from 
1964-70, the last three years out 
of Guam as a ballistic missile 
submariner in the Pacific.

The first of Annie’s children 
to serve in World War II was 
Melford “Ki” (born in 1919). 
He was followed by brothers 
“Johnnie” (1913), James (1921), 
Raymond (1918), Melford, 
twins Floyd and Freeman 
(1923), Marvin (1925), Leslie 
(1926), Marie (1925; Marvin’s 
twin sister), and Clarence 
(1916).

Vernon (1930) served in the 
Korean War.

Annie, who lived in Currie 
until 1944 when she moved 
to Tracy, kept scrapbooks of 
all the correspondence from 
her children in the military. 
Upon her death in 1961, the 
scrapbooks that included 
letters from home, service 
photos, newspaper clippings 
and more, were inherited 
by her daughter Angeline 
Hudson, of Tracy.

Unfortunately, the entire 
collection of scrapbooks, 
including all service 
photographs of the boys, 
was lost when the 1968 Tracy 
tornado struck and destroyed 

Chuck and Angeline 
(Sammons) Hudson’s home.

John Henry “Johnnie” 
Sammons

Born: Jan. 15, 1913; Enlisted: 
June 27, 1941; Rank: Tec 4 with 
Ordnance Corps, U.S. Army 
Air Force; Died: June 2, 1942; 
Gravesite: Manila American 
Cemetery and Memorial in 
Fort Bonfacio, Taguig City in 
Metor Manila, Philippines.

Johnnie was the first of two 
siblings to die while on active 
duty. The Army Air Force 
(one entity during World 
War II) sent a “Declaration 
of Death” notice dated May 
25, 1944, to Annie Sammons 
because on May 7, 1942, 
Johnnie was declared missing 
in action (MIA). His death 
was presumed to be May 8, 
1944, but on June 7, 1945, the 
Army recovered documents 
and the burial rosters for 
Camp O’Donnell POW Camp 
Cemetery, and a casualty 
report indicated John H. 
Sammons died on June 2, 
1942. He was 29 years old 
when he died. A special letter 
was then sent to Annie dated 
Sept. 4, 1945, informing her 
of Johnnie’s actual date of 
death, cause and where his 
remains were buried. Johnnie 
had volunteered for service 
less than six months before the 
attack on Pearl Harbor. When 
the Japanese attacked Pearl 
Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, Johnnie 
was on Clark Field, Philippine 
Island. The Japanese attacked 
the next day, and Johnnie was 
never heard from again. On 
April 8, 1942, the Philippine/
U.S. Army of 60,000-80,000 
surrendered on the Bataan 
Peninsula to the invading 
Imperial Japanese Army. 
Johnnie survived the Bataan 
Death March, a forcible march 
of approximately 65 miles 
after which the prisoners were 
loaded into railroad cars that 
took them to Camp O’Donnell 
POW Camp. There were many 
deaths during the march and 
the severe physical abuse 
administered by the Japanese 
Army was later judged to be a 
war crime.

 

Clarence Martinus “Pete” 
Sammons

Born: April 9, 1916; Drafted: 
June 15, 1945; Discharged: Dec. 
14, 1945; Rank: Private, U.S. 
Army Air Force; Died: Oct. 
8, 2002; Gravesite: St. Mary’s 
Calvary Catholic Church 
Cemetery, Tracy, Minnesota

Pete, as he was more 
commonly known throughout 
his life, was 28 years old and 
married with four children 
when he was drafted into the 
Army Air Force in June 1945. 
Prior to being drafted, Pete 
served with the Minnesota 
State Guard for two years. 
He entered the service at Fort 
Snelling in St. Paul before being 
sent to boot camp at Sheppard 
Field Army Air Force Base in 
Wichita Falls, Texas. In August, 
he was transferred to Jefferson 
Barracks Army Air Force Base 
in St. Louis. A month later, he 

was sent to East Kelly Field 
Army Air Force Base in San 
Antonio, Texas. After a one-
month stay there, he was on 
the move to Kingman Army 
Air Force Base in Kingman 
North, Arizona. The following 
month, he transferred to 
Victorville Army Air Force 
Base in Victorville, California; 
then was sent to Santa Ana 
Army Air Force Base in Santa 
Ana, California; where he was 
discharged. Pete was 86 years 
old when he died in 2002.

 

Raymond William “Ray” 
Sammons

Born: April 23, 1918; Drafted: 
Nov. 28, 1942; Discharged: 
Feb. 26, 1946;  Rank: Corporal, 
machinist in field artillery, U.S. 
Army Air Force; Died: Sept. 14, 
1969; Gravesite: Williamette 
National Cemetery in 
Portland, Oregon

During his time in the 
service in World War II, Ray 
served first at Fort Williams, a 
coastal defense Army base in 
Portland, Maine; then served 
in England, France, Belgium 
and Germany before being 
honorably discharged in 
February 1946. He was the last 
of the 10 Sammons siblings 
to return home from the 
military. While being home on 
furlough in June 1943, he was 
attending a family reunion on 
Lake Shetek when his younger 
brother, Marvin, was injured 
in a swimming accident and 
died 12 hours later at the Tracy 
Hospital. Ray was 51 years old 
at the time of his death in 1969.

 

Melford Ronald “Ki” 
Sammons

Born: Oct. 23, 1919; Enlisted: 
March 19, 1941; Discharged: 
Sept. 15, 1945; Rank: Sergeant 
in Medical Corps, U.S. Army 
Air Force; Died: Dec. 27, 1984; 
Gravesite: East Lawn Palms 
Cemetery & Mortuary in 
Tucson, Arizona

Melford, who served the 
longest of any of his siblings in 
the military, was known by his 
nickname “Ki” (pronounced 
KYE), which is derived from 
the German word Kaiser (title 
of authority), although the 
current family is unsure how 
that came about. Melford was 
stationed at a coastal defense 
Army base in Stika, Alaska, 
before being deployed to 
England and Europe. While in 
England, his younger brother, 
Freeman, was also stationed 
there, although the two did 
not meet overseas. Melford 
was also home on leave for 
the family reunion when 
younger brother Marvin died 
in a swimming accident at 
Lake Shetek south of Tracy. 
One of the interesting bits of 
information uncovered during 
John Sammons’ research was 
Melford’s final pay record 
which was $86 for a month 
of service. He died in 1984 at 
age 65 while living in Tucson, 
Arizona.

 
James Ralph “Jim” 

Sammons
Born: June 15, 1921; Enlisted: 

July 2, 1942; Discharged: Nov. 
16, 1945; Rank: CK 1. 

Cook Petty Officer 1st Class, 
U.S. Navy; Died: Dec. 15, 1963; 
Gravesite: Tracy Community 
Cemetery, Tracy, Minnesota

Jim enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy in 1942 and then trained 
at Great Lakes, Illinois. He 
eventually served as a petty 
officer 1st class on various 
ships in both the Atlantic and 
Pacific, including the USS 
Whirlwind Coastal Patrol, 
USS John Rogers Destroyer 
and USS Haverfield Destroyer 
Escort. Those ships engaged 
in anti-submarine duty with 
aircraft carrier groups. Jim 
and his shipmates earned the 
Presidential Unit Citation 
medal for extraordinary 
heroism and outstanding 
performance of duty. He 
served over 40 months 
before being discharged with 
the highest rank of all the 
Sammons siblings in 1945. He 
was only 42 years old when he 
died in Tracy.

 

Floyd Ronald “Speed” 
Sammons

Born: Sept. 11, 1923; Drafted: 
April 2, 1943; Discharged: 
Jan. 10, 1946; Rank: Tec 5 
with Corps of Engineers, U.S. 
Army Air Force; Died: Nov. 
21, 1984; Gravesite: Riverside 
National Cemetery, Riverside, 
California

Floyd was known by his 
nickname “Speed” for his love 
of motorcycles and for his fast 
pace of life. He is Freeman’s 
older twin. Floyd was a 
technician fifth grade (TEC 
5), a rank during World War 
II. Those who held this rank 
were addressed as corporal 
and called tech corporal. He 
served 33 months in North 
Africa and the China-Burma-
India theater. While en route 
to Africa, Floyd survived the 
sinking of his troop transport 
ship which was torpedoed by 
a German submarine. Floyd 
was also home on furlough 
from basic training at the 
Atlantic City Training Center 
in New Jersey for the family 
reunion at Lake Shetek when 
his younger brother, Marvin, 
had the diving accident and 
later died. Floyd was 61 when 
he died in California.

 

Freeman Lloyd Sammons
Born: Sept. 11, 1923; Drafted: 

May 4, 1943; Discharged: Jan. 
12, 1946; Rank: Private First 
Class, Specialty Military 
Police, U.S. Army Air Force; 
Died: April 6, 1965; Gravesite: 
Tracy Community Cemetery, 
Tracy, Minnesota

Freeman was the younger 
twin of Floyd. Although the 
two were in the service at the 
same time, their paths never 
crossed, and Freeman and 
his older brother Melford 
were England at the same 
time but did not see each 
other. Freeman entered the 
U.S. Army Air Force in 1943. 
He served 32 months and 
was in England, France, the 
Philippines and Japan. He 
received four overseas service 
bars; three Theater Service 
Medals (American, European/
African/Middle Eastern, and 
Asiatic/Pacific), as well as a 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon. 
He was discharged in 1946 
after serving for two years and 
eight months. While working 
construction on a bridge, 
Freeman drowned after falling 
into the spring-runoff swollen 
Des Moines River in Jackson 
County (Minnesota) on April 
6, 1965. His body was not 
recovered until July 10.  He 
was 41 years old.

 
Marvin Leone Sammons
Born: March 5, 1925; Drafted: 

May 24, 1943; Discharged: Not 
applicable; Rank: Serving at 
boot camp; Died: June 21, 1943; 
Gravesite: St. Olaf Lutheran 
Cemetery, between Westbrook 
and Walnut Grove, Minnesota

Marvin, the older twin 
of Marie, was the seventh 
Sammons brother to enter the 
service during World War II. 
On May 24, he entered boot 
camp at Fort Snelling in St. 
Paul and nearly a month later 
was granted a 24-hour leave 
to attend a family reunion at 
Lake Shetek State Park. On 
Sunday, June 20, Marvin ran 
down the bath house steps 
and raced toward the water 
to the swimming area. He 
took a water-line dive and hit 
his head on a sharp rock just 
below the surface, rendering 
him unconscious. The 18-year-
old died 12 hours later at the 
Tracy Hospital from a serious 
head injury and a broken 
neck that paralyzed him from 
the waist down. He never 
regained consciousness.

 

Marie Elida (Sammons) 
Kurtz

Born: March 5, 1925; Enlisted: 
April 24, 1945; Discharged: 
Oct. 21, 1946; Rank: Sergeant, 
Medical Surgical Technician, 
U.S. Army Air Force; Died: Jan. 
23, 2001; Gravesite: St. Olaf 
Lutheran Cemetery, between 
Westbrook and Walnut Grove, 
Minnesota

Marie was the younger twin 
of Marvin. Not to be outdone 
by her brothers, Marie enlisted 
into the Women’s Army Corps 
in 1945 and went to boot camp 
at Camp Atterbury Army Air 
Force Base in Des Moines. 
She was then transferred to 
Lackland Army Air Force Base 
in San Antonio where she was 
promoted from private to 
corporal on March 30, 1946. 
She received her medical 

surgical technician certificate 
on Sept. 6, 1946. She died at 
age 75 in Bemidji.

 

Leslie Harold “Les” 
Sammons

Born: Oct. 4, 1926; Drafted: 
Dec. 11, 1944; Discharged: 
Aug. 6, 1946; Rank: Private 
First Class (PFC), U.S. Army 
Air Force; Died: Oct. 1, 
1996; Gravesite: Maplewood 
Cemetery, Luverne, Minnesota

When Leslie was inducted, 
he was met by several 
journalists all wanting to 
write about him being the 
youngest of the 10 Sammons 
siblings to serve in WWII. He 
enlisted on Dec. 11, 1944, and 
served 20 months before being 
discharged on Aug. 6, 1946. 
Leslie was stationed on the 
Island of Luzon, Philippines, 
where his older brother 
Johnnie had died while a POW 
and was buried in the U.S. 
Military Cemetery. After three 
visits to the cemetery, Les was 
able to locate the gravesite of 
his older brother. He is the only 
family member to have seen 
Johnnie’s gravesite, although 
the family has a picture of the 
cross tombstone through a 
“Find a Grave” volunteer. Les 
died in 1996 three days shy of 
his 70th birthday.

 

Vernon Leroy Sammons
Born: Jan. 8, 1930; Drafted: 

Oct. 17, 1951; Discharged: 
July 24, 1953;  Rank: Corporal 
in Signal Corps, U.S. Army; 
Died: July 27, 1970; Gravesite: 
St. Olaf Lutheran Cemetery, 
between Westbrook and 
Walnut Grove, Minnesota

Vernon was the only one 
of the 11 Sammons military 
siblings to serve in the Korean 
War. He enlisted in 1951 
when he was 21 years old. He 
became a Corporal with the 
U.S. Army Signal Corps and 
was stationed in Korea during 
the war. He was discharged in 
1953 after serving 21 months. 
Additional information 
about his service time was 
unavailable. Vernon died in 
1970 in Fresno, California, at 
age 39.

Thoma, a 1977 Tracy Area 
High School graduate, is a 
free-lance writer from Willmar.  
This article originally appeared 
in the newspaper “Senior 
Perspectives.”
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Sammons family:  11 answered call to serve
Continued from page one

Melford Ronald Sammons

Floyd Ronald Sammons

Marie Elida (Sammons) Kurtz

Leslie Harold Sammons

Freeman Lloyd Sammons

Clarence “Pete” Sammons

Anna Sandvig Sammons

Raymond William Sammons

James Ralph Sammons

Vernon Leroy Sammons

A message from Pastor Dobson …
Old Father Time (Homer Dobson) will be preaching at the 

Church of Christ this Sunday, May 27.  This preacher will be the 
oldest speaker to stand behind the pulpit in the Tracy church.  
His sermon topic will be “The Voice of the Church Then and 
Now.”  The message will deal with reasons the church has lost 
her impact on the lives of people in all areas of our society and 
what can be done to restore the rightful place of the first century 
church in our time, for time is running out.

Old Father time’s birthday is May 27.  Homer Dobson will be 
92 years old.  His last sermon (maybe) after 69 years in the min-
istry.  Service begins at 10:30 and closes sometime Sunday after 
Homer’s sermon.  Everyone is welcome.

Homer Dobson
Tracy, MN

Letter



By Per Peterson

The Tracy-Milroy-Balaton softball 
team picked the worst possible time 
to have their worst inning of the 
year. 

The No. 3 Panthers allowed eight 
runs in the third inning of Tuesday’s 
Section 3AA Tournament game and 
went on to fall to the sixth-seeded 
Windom Eagles 11-1 in five innings.

The Panthers end the season with 

an 18-3 record.
To Windom’s credit, the Eagles 

collected a number of solid hits in 
that third inning, but the Panthers 
didn’t do themselves any favors 
defensively, committing error after 
error as Windom’s run total and 
lead mounted, eventually hitting 
double-digits. 

“There wasn’t a whole lot that 
went right for us today,” TMB coach 

Karl Campbell said. “We played re-
ally solid defense all year and hit 
the ball pretty well and our pitching 
has kept us in games … we just re-
ally kicked it around today.”

The Eagles got on the board first 
with a run in the second, but TMB 
starter Syd Lanoue was able to pitch 
her away out of a bases-loaded jam 
after. TMB countered with a run of 
its own in the second. Sid Karbo 
walked, made her way to third and 
scored on a passed ball.

That was about all the offense the 

Thursday’s Camden Conference Track and Field Meet was highlight-
ed by a pair of Tracy-Milroy-Balaton first-place finishes in relay races 
and one second-place finish.

The girls 4x400 team (Alecia Christian, Kaylee Kirk, Sarita Hook 
and Jordan Munson) and the 4x800 team (Sarita and Annaka Hook, 
Christian and Munson) were both champions with times of 4:14.17 and 
10:28.10, respectively. For the boys, the 4x200 relay team of Michael 
Munson, Cobey Anderson, Gabe Struchen and Tyler Vandendriessche 
was second overall with a time of 1:39.54.

“Our relays continue to be competitive,” TMB coach Marie Han-
son said. “Jordan Munson held off LQPV/DB by .03 seconds to be 
conference champions in the girls 4x800. The girls 4x400 team bested 
their previous best from Tuesday and were also conference champi-
ons. The boys 4x200 placed second behind an excellent Canby/Min-
neota team — C/M qualified for state in this event last year. Our boys 
ran a faster time than on Tuesday as well. Overall we have worked dili-
gently on our exchanges and it was obvious today that it  had paid off.” 

Sports
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AN ABRUPT END 
FOR CAMDEN CHAMPS

    NO. 1 IN THE CAMDEN — A proud Panther softball team enjoys the moment after winning the Camden Conference title with a sweep over Yellow Medicine East last 
Thursday. Pictured are, front, from left: Elllie Crumrine, Olivia Peterson, Page Anderson, Katelyn Danielson, Alex Rolling. Back, from left: Coach Karl Campbell, student 
manager Brooklyn Bonderson, Jada Turner, Dakota Rolling, Syd Lanoue, Evy Dolan, Sid Karbo, Maria Mayer, Brooklyn Ludeman, assistant coach Derek Ashbaugh.

Walk-off  
highlights 
Panthers’ 
busy week
TMB erases 5-run, 
7th-inning deficit in 
11-10 win over Adrian; 
Panthers wrap up 
regular season today
By Per Peterson

After almost three hours of back-
and-forth baseball last Wednesday, 
the Tracy-Milroy-Balaton Panthers 
proved they will never give up on a 
game.

Trailing 10-5 headed into the bot-
tom of the seventh inning, TMB 
strung together five hits to go along 
with two free passes to score five 
two-out runs in an 11-10  non-confer-
ence victory that kicked off a stretch 
of three games in three days.

Caleb Nordsiden ended the wild 
game with a walk-off single that 
scored Jake Byrne and Andrew La-
Voy and put a cap on the Panthers’ 
big rally.

“I was very proud of how the boys 
did not quit,” TMB coach Bill Tauer 
said. “They could have very eas-
ily cashed it in. We lost a couple of 
one-run games earlier in the season; 
it was good to see the boys come 
through with some clutch hitting.” 

TMB, had just three baserunners 
through the first three innings but 
took a 3-2 lead after four innings as 
Tyler Timm, Konnor Zick and Grif 
Radke each scored in the fourth. 
However, the Panthers left the bases 
loaded, and in the next inning, Adri-
an regained its lead on two run-scor-
ing doubles.

The Panthers got a run back in the 
fifth on a Zick single, then tied the 
game at 5 in the sixth when Moses 
Dolan scored on a ground out by 
Timm after a double steal.

The tie was quickly broken in the 
top of the seventh, as Adrian loaded 
the bases on a walk, error and infield 
base hit. 

After a strikeout, Brandon Schnoor 
unloaded them with a double. Later, 
a two-run single pushed the Drag-
ons’ lead to 10-5.

Dolan was 3-for-3 with two runs, 
two walks and five stolen bases and 
Zick was 3-for-4 with two doubles 
and a pair of runs. Timm had a hit, 
scored three runs and knocked in 
three.

Fogelson, Gervais and Dolan com-
bined to strike out eight Adrian hit-
ters. Dolan got the win.

Adrian  001 130 5 — 10  8  3
TMB  000 311 6 — 11 13 2
Hitting: Moses Dolan 3-for-3, Konnor Zick 
3-for-4, Grif Radke 2-for-4. 2B-Zick (2), 
Sawyer Otto. BB-Dolan (2), Jake Byrne (2), 
Jake Tauer.
Pitching:
  IP    H    R  BB  SO
Rylan Fogelson 2.1   0    1    1     3
Dolan  2.1   6    5    2     1
Luc Gervais 2.1   2    4    2     4

    GRIF RADKE dives back to first base 
in a pick-off attempt by the Adrian pitcher 
during Wednesday’s game.

Panthers stumble in opening 
round of Section 3AA Tournament

TMB wins conference championship 
with sweep over Yellow Medicine East
By Per Peterson

The last time the Tracy-Milroy-
Balaton softball team won the 
conference, it was named after a 
highway.

Fourteen years after winning 
the 212 Conference, the 2018 Pan-
thers finished their impressive 
journey through the Camden Con-
ference by sweeping Yellow Medi-
cine East 12-2, 10-2, on Thursday, 
giving them the conference title.

“This is something that was 
never really on our radar, so we 
never even thought about it,” 
TMB shortstop Evy Dolan said. 
“It’s always been KMS, and then 
all of a sudden it’s us and it’s like, 
‘Wow, we actually did that.’ It’s 
crazy. It’s cool. We worked hard, 
so it’s nice.” 

The Panthers jumped all over 
YME starter Hannah Gullickson 

    TMB players Katelyn Danielson (3), Olivia Peterson, Sid Karbo and Mariah Mayer 
console each other after Tuesday’s Section 3AA Tournament loss to the WIndom 
Eagles. Below: Dakota Rolling fouls off a pitch.

     ABOVE: Tyler Vandendriessche. Left: Sawyer Schwartz.

End:  
See page seven

Track & field:  
See page seven

Two firsts for 
relay teams

Conference:  
See page seven

Baseball:  
See page eight

SECTION TOURNAMENT
• The Panthers (8-7) are the No. 6 seed 
in this year’s section tournament and will 
open section play at 1 p.m. Saturday 
against No. 3 Fairmont in Pipestone. If they 
win that game, they play again at 3 p.m.



Excerpts from past Tracy newspapers.Sports Flashbacks
May 22, 1958 — The Tracy horseshoe team 

smashed Belview last Tuesday night, 1,255 
to 814 points at the Legion Field pits. Wilbur 
Paetzel led the winners Tuesday with 104 
ringers, followed by Art Nybo and Laurie 
Thoma with 82 and 80 ringers, respectfully.

Richard Van Ryn and Richard Ostgaard 
burned up the Marshall country club golf 
course as Tracy topped the 1958 Dist. 9 golf 
championship. Sophomore Chuck Starr placed 
fifth in individual medal play to gain a regional 
berth.

May 23, 1968 — Batting stars for the 
Engineers in their 3-2 win over Ivanhoe include 
Dick Bosacker, 2 for 4 with 2 run scored; Bill 
Pearson, 2 for 4; and Murl Fischer, 1 for 3 and 
1 RBI.

May 25, 1978 — Scrapper Track Coach Jan 
Beyer is proud of the girls track team this year 
and she has every right to be. After taking top 
honors in their own invitational last Thursday, 
the squad also put down Tyler in their meet by 
1 1/2 points. Renae Reimer was once again a 
strong point for the local crew as she hit 16-9 to 
win the long jump and also took first in the 440 
with 1.05.0. Carla Creager did her share of the 
winning as well, taking the 880 in 2.43.6 and the 
high jump with 4-6.

The Tracy Engineers defeated the Canby 
baseball team on its home field 5 to 3 last 
Sunday in thrilling 10-inning game to open 
the Southwest Mini league season. Joel Daniels 
pitched the first eight innings.

May 25, 1988 — Winners of the May 10 Pick 
6 event at the Tracy Country Club were Chris 
Stassen and Sandi Rettmer. Guess your score 
winners on May 17 were Rettmer and Bonnie 
Ludeman.

May 27, 1998 — Second-sacker Wade Rignell 
was the Panthers hero at the plate, breaking 
a 2-2 tie with a two-run home run in the fifth 
inning and later driving in an insurance run 
with a single in the fifth in a 5-3 win over NLS 
in the Section 3A baseball tournament.

Heidi Peterson has qualified for the State 
Golf Tournament to be held in St. Cloud this 
weekend. The Panther freshman shot an 82 
over 18 holes at the Marshall Country Club in 
the Section 3A Tournament.

For the fifth-straight year, Tracy-Milroy-
Balaton girls are the subsection track 
champions. The Panther boys were second at 
the sub-section track meet. New school and 
meet records were set by Jon Peterreins in the 
pole vault (14-1) and in the 1600 meter run by 
Julie Clifford with a time of 5:06.64, eclipsing 
the old record of 5:08 set by her sister Leah in 
1995. Katie Lanoue set a district record in the 
first year running of the girls’ pole vault. She 
cleared the bar at 8-3.

May 21, 2008 — Scoring for the Panther 
boys at the Seb-Section 3A North golf meet 
were: Tyler Christianson, 96; Austin Butman, 
98; David Nilius, 99; Ryan Kaup, 103; Adam 
Debbaut, 103. Victoria Lau fired a 104 for the 
Panther girls.

Track & field
Continued from page six
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    CLOSE PLAY GOES TO THE STING — YME’s Cassie Weir gets her foot on the third base bag just be-
fore TMB’s Brooklyn Ludeman can apply the tag during the first game of Thursday’s Camden Conference 
doubleheader.

Conference
Continued from page six

End
Continued from page six

Catherine Wendland placed second in the 
high jump and third in the 200 meters.

“We’ve had a shortened amount of time to 
get some good practice in on the high jump, but 
it is really coming around now,” said Hanson. 
“She has battled through some adversity with 
it, but fights through.  Her 200 was very smooth 
today; as the end of the season nears she looks 
to place well.”

Munson also gained his personal best in the 
long jump and finished fourth.

“We had some great individual performances 
today,” Hanson said. “Michael has worked 
diligently on the long jump for years, and it 
is paying off. Michael has also been placing 
well throughout the season in the 200 meters 
and had the best lead off leg in the 4x200 that 
I have seen so far. He will do very well in the 
post season.”

Cobey Anderson also ran his best time (47.82) 
in the 300 hurdles and “gets better and better 
every meet,” Hanson said.

Mercedies Hicks and Cayden Buysse both 
made it to finals in a throwing event and placed.

The Panthers will compete in the sub-section 
meet Thursday in Redwood Falls. Sections are 
the following Thursday, and the state meet is 
June 9-10.
Girls
100 meter run
3. Kaylee Kirk, 13.79; 20. Laura Karkle, 15.11; 23. 
Malinda Lemburg, 16.21
200 meter run
3. Catherine Wendland, 28.54; 16. Karkle, 30.86; 18. 
Kalley Hoek, 31.82
400 meter run
16. Cassidy Smith, 1:16.59; 19. Katlyn Wieme, 1:20.15; 
20. Sianna Schwartz, 1:20.46
800 meter run
14. Makala Lemburg, 7:08.93; 15. Wieme, 7:08.58
100 meter hurdles
9. Maddi Langerock, 21.56
300 hurdles
11. Langerock, 58.99
4x100 relay
5. Langerock, Carly Holland, Wendland, Kirk, 55.54

4x200 relay
6. Lauren Peterson, Holland, Hoek, Lauren Verlinde, 
2:05.47
4x400 relay
1. Alecia Christian, Kirk, Sarita Hook, Jordan Munson, 
4:17.17
4x800 relay
1. Sarita Hook, Annaka Hook, Christian, Munson, 
10:28.10
Shot put
11. Karkle 26-06; 15. Mercedies Hicks, 23-00; 20. 
JaRae Lamfers, 19-05
Discus
8. Hicks, 78-06; 12. Jordan Kunkel, 71-10; 14. Kristin 
Bohn, 63-00
High jump
2. Wendland, 4-08; 13. Elsa Landherr, 3-10
Pole vault
6. Peterson, 6-0
Long jump
10. Munson, 14-03.50; 16. Verlinde, 13-02; 23. Malinda 
Lemburg, 10-07.50
Triple jump
15. Landherr, 27-06.25

Boys
100 meter run
7. Tyler Vandendriessche, 12.30; 11. Austin Buchholz, 
12.86
200 meter run
5. Michael Munson 24.84. 11 Buchholz, 26.04; 16. 
Gabe Struchen, 26.86
400 meter run
11. Struchen, 1:01.78
1600 meter run
11. Sawyer Schwartz, 5:32.68
300 meter hurdles
6. Cobey Anderson, 47.82
4x200 relay
2. Munson, Cobey Anderson, Struchen, 
Vandendriessche, 1:39.54
Shot put
7. Cayden Buysse, 36.02
Discus
11. Buysse, 93-06
Pole vault
3. Sawyer Schwartz, 9-06; 6. Vandendriessche, 8-00
Long jump
4. Munson, 19-05
Triple jump
16. Buchholz, 32-07

     KAYLEE KIRK took third in the 100 meter run.

Panther runners 
Lauren Peterson 

(far left), Kal-
ley Hoek (with 
baton), Lauren 

Verlinde and 
Carly Holland 

(far right) make 
up TMB’s 4x200 

relay team.

in the opener, scoring six first-inning runs en 
route to a 10-run win in five innings.

Dolan led the way with three hits (single, 
double and triple) in three trips to the plate. She 
scored three runs and drove in three as well. 
Syd Lanoue added a pair of hits and knocked 
in three runs. Alex Rolling added two RBI.

Lanoue pitched both games for TMB and 
showed improved control in the circle, walking 
just one YME hitter in 12 innings.

“We stretched her out; this was probably 
more about getting her ready for the playoffs 
than it was about throwing her both games 
and she responded well with that,” Campbell 
said. “She was focused more on staying in the 
(strike) zone.”

In Game 2, the Panthers again struck quickly 
with three first-inning runs. They carried a 9-0 
lead into the fifth inning, before YME played 
two runs.

TMB collected just five hits but took advan-
tage of seven walks. Lanoue had three hits and 
two RBI and Evy Dolan had a hit, scored twice 
and drove in a pair of runs. Brooklyn Ludeman, 
Dolan and Mariah Mayer each scored two runs.

Game 1
TMB  613 02 — 12  10 1
YME  000 02 —   2  10  3
Hitting: Evy Dolan 3-for-3, Syd Lanoue 2-for-3. 
2B-Dolan. 3B-Dolan. 
Pitching:
 IP    H  R  BB SO
Lanoue     5   10   2   0   3
  
Game 2
YME  000 020 0 —   2  4  6
TMB  303 310 x — 10  5  1
Hitting: Syd Lanoue 3-for-4. 
Pitching:
 IP  H  R  BB  SO
Lanoue     7   4   2   1    5

Panthers could muster, however.
“Like in a lot of other sports, it’s a game 

of momentum,” Campbell said. “The 
wheels just kept falling off and we couldn’t 
stop it. Some days that’s the way it goes. 
It’s very disappointing. We were looking to 
make a run here and didn’t get it done.

“Windom outplayed us,” added Camp-
bell. “We didn’t play well enough to deserve 
to win. It’s not one person’s fault. Sports is 
about life skills and competing, and hope-
fully the girls can take something away 
from this game about preparing for the next 
time they’re in a similar situation.”

Dakota Rolling had a singe and Evy 
Dolan a triple in the first inning, but the 
Panthers failed to score as they came up on 
the wrong end of a play at the plate.

The loss brings to an end the softball sea-
sons and high school athletic careers of se-
niors Lanoue, Dolan, Rolling, Alex Rolling 
and Karbo.

    TMB catcher Katelyn Danielson fires a throw to first base to retire a Windom baserunner Tuesday.

Senior Sid Karbo 
connects with 
a pitch dur-
ing Tuesday’s 
Section 3AA tilt 
against the Win-
dom Eagles.

Below: Ellie 
Crumrine just 
gets out of the 
way of an inside 
fastball.



By Per Peterson

A father-and-son team from 
Tracy stole the show with the 
most impressive walleye haul 
at Saturday’s 23rd annual 
Lake Shetek Area Sportsman’s 
Association Walleye Fishing 
Tournament, but if you ask 
the senior member of the duo, 
most of the credit belongs 
to the son. After all, while 
solitaire is a game for one, two 
Petersons are better than one 
in a fishing contest.

Mark Peterson and his son, 
Erik, caught four walleye for 
a total of 11.60 pounds to win 
the $1,500 first-place prize.

“We did a lot of casting, and 
Eric is 30 years younger than 
me — he casts and the old guy 
just kind of hangs with him,” 
Mark said. “He catches a lot of 
fish. All the accolades go to my 
son, because he works hard.”

Humility aside, it was Mark 
who landed the Peterson’s 
biggest walleye Saturday — a 
25 1/2-incher.

“Eric caught the other two,” 
Mark said. “We had a 19 (inch) 
and an 18 (inch) and a 14 1/2 
(inch). He’s a good fisherman.”

The Petersons, 15-year 
veterans of the tournament, 
chose a nomadic approach for 
this year’s event. Instead of 
staying in one place as some 
anglers did, they were all over 
the place.

“We fished all over this 
lake,” Mark said. “We caught 
fish over by the state park. We 
caught them up at the north 
end, caught ‘em around Loon 
Island. Went up the inlet and 
caught some. We were all over 
the lake.”

While Saturday’s weather 
was an improvement over last 
year, the wind made things 
tough on anglers Saturday.

“That wind was tough,” 
Mark said. “There were two- 

three-foot rollers out there.”
“It was good, but a little 

windy,” said Dylan Barker 
of Jeffers. “It makes it a little 
tough to control the boat but 
if you have a good guy on 
the boat with you, it’s fine. 
We caught a lot of fish, just 
not enough to make the big 
board.”

Butch Vanheuvler of 
Sioux Falls, S.D., and Travis 
Pugliese of Minneapolis were 
Saturday’s runners-up with 
a catch of 11.40 total pounds. 
That pair won the largest 
walleye contest (9.14 pounds).

“We caught ours early in 
the morning; after that it was 
nothing for three hours,” said 
Vanheuvler. “I think the wind 
picked up more. We caught 
ours when it was pretty calm 
out there.”

There were 56 teams 
registered for this year’s 
tournament.

“We would’ve like more 
teams; we need 60 to break 
even,” said Shetek Area 
Sportsman’s Association 
President Steve Illg. “I’m sure 
the weather had something 
to do with it and the guys are 
in the field yet. But overall, it 
went pretty good.

•••
The big star of Saturday’s 

tournament wasn’t an angler 
— it was a scale. The Shetek 
Area Sportsman’s Association 
purchased a new $2,500 scale 
after last year’s tournament, to 
replace the old one which gave 
officials headaches because of 
its lack of accuracy.

“It gives a digital read-out 
on a screen that the crowd 
can see,” said Shetek Area 
Sportsman’s Association Vice 
President Jamie Tomazin. 
“This scale locks in the actual 
weight no matter how much 

the fish is flopping around.”
The old scale was about 11 

years old, Tomazin said. 
“It wasn’t as high-tech as 

this one. Plus, we went to the 
bags this year with the weights 
of the bags already tore out 
and we can continuously 
rotate them.”

Shetek Area Sportsman’s 
Association Vice President 
Jamie Tomazin reads off 
the weight of a 7.92-pound 
walleye during Saturday’s 
annual walleye tournament. 
The crowd was able to see a 
digital readout of the weight 
thanks to the new scale 
purchased by the association.

MONDAY
HL-O/Fulda 7, TMB 5

Heron Lake-Okabena/
Fulda used a six-run third 
inning to down the Panthers 
7-5 on Monday.

Playing their fourth game in 
six days, the Panthers started 
strong, with three first-inning 
runs. 

Moses Dolan and Jake 
Tauer singled and scored on a 
ground out by Jake Byrne and 
a solid double by Grif Radke. 
A single by Konnor Zick 
scored pinch runner Andrew 
LaVoy.

HLO/Fulda batted around 
in the third off TMB starter 
Luc Gervais, who went the 
distance, giving up three 
earned runs and striking out 
seven.

TMB wraps up its regular 
season with a home game 
today (Wednesday) against 
Minneota/Canby in a makeup 
game from April 19.

TMB     301 001 0 — 5 7 3
HLO/Fulda 106 000 x — 7 7 3
Hitting: Konnor Zick 2-for-4. 
2B-Grif Radke, Anthony Axford.
Pitching:
 IP   H  R  ER BB  SO
Gervais    6    7   7   3    2     7

FRIDAY
TMB 9, RRC/WWG 3

The Panthers scored six 
third-inning runs en route 
to a 9-3 win over Red Rock 
Central/Westbrook-Walnut 

Grove on Friday in Lamberton.
Leading a 13-hit attack 

for the Panthers was Caleb 
Nordsiden (3-for-4 with a 
double and three RBI) and Jake 
Byrne (3-for-4 with a double 
and two RBI). Grif Radke 
added a double and two RBI, 
as everyone in the TMB lineup 
had at least one hit.

“I was pleased with the way 
we bounced back from a tough 
loss on Thursday,” Tauer said.

Byrne pitched a complete 
game three-hitter. He gave up 
three runs, walked one and 
struck out seven.

TMB      006 300 0 — 9 13 3
RRC/WWG 102 000 0 — 3   3 3
Hitting: Caleb Nordsiden 3-for-4, 
Jake Byrne 3-for-4. 2B-Nordsiden, 
Byrne, Radke BB-Moses Dolan, 
Jake Tauer, Rylan Fogelson, 
Axford.
Pitching:
 IP  H   R  ER BB SO
Byrne   7    3   3    3    1    7

THURSDAY
Edgerton/SWC 14, TMB 0

A day after their big win, 
the Panthers were no-hit 
by Edgerton/Southwest 
Christian on Thursday in a 14-
0, five-inning loss.

TMB had just four base 
runners and committed six 

errors.
“That’s baseball — it can be 

a very humbling sport,” Tauer 
said. “We went from being 
on top of the world beating 
Adrian in dramatic fashion on 
Wednesday to a season low in 
24 hours.” 

E/SWC  154 13x — 14 10  1
TMB   000 000 —   0   0  6
Hitting: BB-Moses Dolan.
Pitching:
 IP    H   R ER BB SO
Tauer   2.1   7   4   9    1    6
Axford      1   2   2   1    3    0
Timm   1.1   1   3   0    3    2
Otto     .1   0   0   0    0    1
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Purchase an urn and let us plant it for you. Or bring in your 
own planter/urn and leave all the planting work to us.

Spring Hours 
at Both Stores: 

Mon-Fri, 
8am-7pm; 

Sat, 
8am-5pm; 

Sun, 
11am-4pm

greenwoodnurserymn.com
611 S. 4th Street  Tracy 629-3485

2705 Cty. Road 6  Marshall 532-9430

PROFESSIONAL 

& FRIENDLY 

GARDENING 

ADVICE

Many planters 
in various sizes, 

variety of 
flowers and 

price 
ranges.

LARGE SELECTION OF GERANIUMS 
IN MANY BEAUTIFUL COLORS

• CEMETERY URN PLANTING,
  DELIVERY & MAINTENANCE SERVICES
   Available for area cemeteries. Call for pricing and details.

Planters & Urns
Remember your 

loved ones 
with a nice 

floral selection 
from Greenwood 

Nursery. 

WE WILL 
BE OPEN 

MEMORIAL 
DAY

Mon., May 28
8-5 p.m. 

at both stores
LOCALLYOWNED &OPERATED3 GENERATIONS

Put a Spring in 
    Your Drive With 
       New Tires

925 4th Street East • Tracy, MN • 629-3008

TIRES FOR TRACTORS, COMBINES, 
WAGONS, TRUCKS

•Responsive in-field tire service 
•Affordable repairs for tire damage

Don’t let a mechanical breakdown or flat tire bring you 
to a halt. We’ll have you up and running in no time flat!

FARM EQUIPMENT REPAIRS & TRUCK REPAIRS

AG TIRES

MOST ‘COMMON-SIZE’ CAR TIRES IN STOCK AT LAVOY’S

Baseball: Panthers move to 8-7
Continued from page six

TMB 
PITCHER 
LUC 
GERVAIS 
throws out a 
Heron Lake-
Okabena/
Fulda 
runner at 
first during 
Monday’s 
game.

    SHANE ERICKSON hurls a pitch toward home during the second 
inning of the Engineers’ game against Luverne on Sunday.

Luverne deals Tracy 13-0 loss
The Tracy Engineers fell 

to Luverne 13-0 in seven in-
nings Sunday.

Tracy had seven hits, but 
they were scattered, by Tan-
ner Phelps, Travis Apperson, 
Jake Tauer, Jordan Lanoue, 
Cory Apperson, Mason 
Campion and Jake Byrne. 
Byrne also walked.

“Luverne is one of the top 
teams in our league,” Tracy 
manager Anthony Rohlik 
said. “I was pleased with the 

ability to get base runners in 
the game,” he added. “Seven 
different guys got hits, we 
just couldn’t drive them in 
with a clutch hit. We also 
want to congratulate Jake By-
rne on his first amateur hit.”

Shane Erickson took the 
loss on the mound.

Next up for Tracy is a road 
game at the Milroy Irish at 
7:30 on Friday. Sunday’s 
game against Ruthton has 
been moved to July.

Petersons perservere to win walleye tournament

  BIG WINNERS — Tracy’s own Mark and Erik Peterson were 
champions at this year’s Shetek Area Sportsman’s Association 
Walleye Tournament.

    THE NEW SCALE at the tournament was a big hit among tournament 
officials.

NINE-POUNDER — Butch Vanheulver (left) and Travis Pugliese 
walked away with second place Saturday, as well as the prize for the 
largest walleye — this 9.14-pounder.

  MAKINLEY BARKER, who turns 
3 next month, of Jeffers didn’t 
do any fishing Saturday, but 
walked away with a big prize 
nonetheless: a new fishing pole. 

TOURNAMENT RESULTS
Name                        No. walleye    Total wgt.   Prize
1-Erik Peterson/Mark Peterson 4 11.60 $1,500
2-Butch Vanheuvler/Travis Pugliese 2 11.40    $800
3-Todd Clark/Justin Stegner  3 10.95    $400
4-Joe Rohlik/Steven Salfer  3   9.41    $175
5-Brian Kuebler/DanKuebler  4   8.33    $150
6-Brian Hausmann/Jason Neyens 4   7.92    $125
7-Mike Gustafson/Brent Mortenson 2   7.91    $100
8-Brandon Carter/Nick Willardson 3   7.90      $70
9(tie)-Bryan Lang/Alex Jenniges 1   7.58      $65
9(tie)-Les Starkenberg/Jon Starkenberg 1   7.58      $65

Sen. Gary Dahms and 
Rep. Chris Swedzinski will 
be hosting a series of “town 
hall” meetings in their district 
Thursday.  The public is 
invited to attend and ask 
questions about the recently 
concluded legislative session.

Times and places are:
• Marshall: 7:30 to 8:30 a.m., 

MERIT Center, 1001 W. Erie 
Road.

• Canby: 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
City Hall Council Chambers., 

• Madison: 11:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. City Hall 
Auditorium. 

• Dawson: 1 to 2 p.m. City 
Building.

• Granite Falls: 3 to 4 p.m. 
at the City Hall Council 
Chambers.

‘Town Hall’ forums 
set Thursday
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Housing and Redevelopment Authority of Tracy

760 West Morgan 
Tracy, MN 56175

629-3160

G & R Electric
4th St. Tracy

629-4250

KURT’S 
BODY SHOP

Hwy. 14 Tracy 629-3716 Industrial Park–East 4th St
Tracy-629-3008

TRACY

600 Union 
Street– Tracy, 

MN 56175
Call 626-0883

24 HOUR ACCESS FITNESS CENTER

Water’s Edge
 Plumbing & Heating
Scott Schwartz – Garvin MN

507-829-7756

2770 Commerce Dr. NW Rochester MN 55901
(507) 288-4248 • kvoelz@advancedfin.com

PRAIRIE VIEW 
SENIOR LIVING

Tracy
629-3331

207 4th St.
(located in Tracy
Pub. bldg.)
Tracy, MN
629-4523 South Fourth Street • Tracy, MN

s ta te farm.com ®

   P076005  02/07

A State Farm® IRA can make April 17

L E S S TA X ING .
A State Farm IRA is a great way to invest in your future and it 
could save you money at tax time. Contact me today to learn 
about an IRA and the many funding options available.

State Farm • Home Office: Bloomington, IL

Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice.

Mark Priegnitz
State Farm Agent
Tracy, MN 56175-1219
Bus: 507-629-3070
mark.priegnitz.l8kj@statefarm.com
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Tracy Service CenterHighway 14 Tracy
Call 629-9243

Servicing All Makes & Models

Joe Pallansch
Tracy – 829-7380

DANIELS-PETERSON
CONSTRUCTION

Kim Daniels    Tracy    Keith Peterson

DON’S REPAIR
South 4th Street
Tracy 629-3611

Don Jacob Tracy       Office 629-3780

Brockway-Brown
Vet Clinic

Tracy • 629-4360

 Wilk’s Plumbing LLC

David Wilking –Tracy

Call  (507) 828-7010 Tracy, MN       Marshall MN

greenwoodnurserymn.com

(507) 629-8215 • (507) 829-4350
TRACY, MN

JESSE  JOHNS 
CONSTRUCTION 

LLC License #BC 20634242

 Call 507-822-5727 www.kyleenolsonphotography.com
info@kyleenolsonphotography.com

“Natural Light...On-Location Photographer”

Weddings • Families
Engagements 
Senior Photos

 

INC

INC

Meyer’s Repair
Jeff & Carrie Meyer
Tracy Call 629-4095

CALL DAVE BOSACKER (507) 829-5280 (CELL)
(507) 629-3023 (OFFICE)
(507) 763-3467 (HOME)

Tracy Auction Center
(Formerly MEC)

1155 Morgan Street Tracy, MN 
Call 629-4680

Minnwest Insurance Agency
Located in the Minnwest Bank Building

250 Third Str • Tracy, MN • 507-629-4053

Call Toll Free 1-888-564-6825

Dru Larson
Owner

(952) 698-5939 (507) 530-1232 Cell
(800) 234-1146 (952) 698-5942 Fax
email: dru@northwestlightingsystems.com

12001 Riverwood Drive
Burnsville, MN 55337
www.nwlightingstore.com

444 Craig Ave, Tracy, MN 56175
(507) 629-4510, www.almliefh.com

Member FDIC
Currie, MN            763-3262
Okabena, MN        853-4421

117 3rd St.   Tracy, MN 56175
www.secondwindcpap.com

1.855.263.2727

Serving All Your Insurance Needs
Life • Health • MPCI • Commercial • Auto • Farm • Crop Hail • Home Owners

154 3rd Street
Tracy, MN 56175
(507) 629-3084

690 Main Street
Walnut Grove, MN 56180

(507) 859-2154

306 America Street
Storden, MN

(507) 445-3900

535 1st Avenue
Westbrook, MN
(507) 274-5962

Knakmuhs Real Estate
If you are interested in buying or sellingÉ

Residential • Lake Shore • Agricultural • Commercial Property

Call (507) 629-4618 • 245 Morgan St. • Tracy, MN

Kinner & Company Ltd 
Certified Public Accountants

629-3662   212 3rd St – Suite 1 Tracy, MN

Mon - Fri  8:00 am– 5:00 pm; 
Sat  8:00 am – 12:00 Noon

1048 West Craig Ave. (Hwy. 14) Tracy
629-3428 – Open Sundays 11 to 3

Locally Owned & Operated

Hospital 251 East 5th St 629-8300
Medical Clinic 249 East 5th St 629-8400

Family Drug
Tracy 

SPONSORED BY THESE TRACY AREA BUSINESSES
Currie, 

Minnesota 
(507) 

763-3338

1045 Craig 
Ave. – Tracy

212-0999
Experience 

The Caboose!

Industrial Park
900 4th St. 

East Tracy, MN
629-3311

www.premiumplantservices.com

KURT’S 
BODY SHOP

Hwy. 14 Tracy 629-3716

207 4th St.
(located in Tracy
Pub. bldg.)
Tracy, MN
629-4523 South Fourth Street • Tracy, MN

Brockway-Brown
Vet Clinic

Tracy • 629-4360

Tracy, MN       Marshall MN
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P A N T H E R S

PANTHER VARSITY SOFTBALL
Front, from left: Tori Willhite, Katelyn Danielson, Kiarra Danielson, Hannah Wichmann, Olivia Peterson, Page Anderson. Middle, from 

left: Jada Turner, Kylie Hensch, Megan Surprenant, Ellie Crumrine, Dakota Rolling, Kianna Benson, Maddy Swan, Lindsey Horner, Ceara 
Lasley. Back, from left: Coach Karl Cambpell, student manager Brookly Bonderson, assistant coach Ryan Kruse, Brooklyn Ludeman, Syd 
Lanoue, Evy Dolan, Sid Karbo, Mariah Mayer, Alex Rolling, Jadyn Lessman, assistant coach Derek Ashbaugh, Mattea Steffes, assistant coach 
Thad Lessman.

PANTHER VARSITY GIRLS’ GOLF
From left: Kallie Benson, Megan Schmitt, coach Roger Benson, Em-

ily Nelson, Reilly McConnell. Not pictured: Lily Gladis.

PANTHER VARSITY BOYS’ GOLF
From left: Austin Axford, Parker Hinrichs, Brandon Hissam, 

Chance DeWitt, Mitchel Benson, coach Roger Benson.

PANTHER VARSITY BOYS’ TRACK
Front, from left: Cobey Anderson, Josh Wilkinson, Gabe Struchen, Sawyer Schwartz, Fritz Landherr, Julius Williams, Tony Nelson, Austin 

Buchholz, Tyler Vandendriessche. Back, from left: Alex Schuh, Gage Struchen, Kalvin Crumrine, Christian Wendland, Mekhi Moua, Cayden 
Buysse, Michael Munson, Ayden Horner, Nicholas Ankrum, Brian Erbes.

PANTHER VARSITY GIRLS’ TRACK
Front, from left: Elizabeth Fultz, Lauren Zick, Annaka Hook, Lauren Peterson, Makala Lemburg, Kristin Bohn, Sheridan Ludeman, Maddi 

Langerock, Lauren Verlinde, Jaelynn Carter, Brooke Schneider. Middle, from left: Alecia Christian, Sarita Hook, JaRae Lamfers, Jaysa Davis, 
Sianna Schwartz, Cassidy Smith, Katlyn Wieme, Laura Karkle, Catherine Wendland, Kalley Hoek, Brianna Swanson. Back, from left: Brooke 
Christian, Madison Timmerman, Elsa Landherr, Serena Schwartz, Jordan Kunkel, Carly Holland, Jordan Munson, Kaylee Kirk, Malinda Lem-
burg, Reagan Janssen.

PANTHER VARSITY BASEBALL
Front, from left: Logan Anderson, Jayden Torgeson, Jake 

Tauer, Moses Dolan, Jake Byrne, Trevor Larson, Nathan 
Fultz, Sawyer Otto, Trayton Radke. Back, from left: Coach 
Bill Tauer, Konnor Zick, Cole Schreier, Grif Radke, Caleb 
Nordsiden, Lucas Gervais, John Schmitt, Tyler Timm, An-
drew LaVoy, Anthony Axford, assistant coach James Fultz.
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Church Notes

“Discipline” is a word that is
pregnant with meaning. We can
use the expression “being

disciplined” to mean that one shows self-
restraint and has regulated his or her life in
such a way that there is order and that one’s
life is productive. We can also talk of “being
disciplined” to mean that one is being
punished by external forces or agents.
Parents discipline their children in an
attempt to help them develop that self-
restraint or discipline which is necessary for
them to function well. In a spiritual context,
discipline is likewise pregnant with meaning.
There are a variety of practices which might
be termed “disciplines,” such as fasting,
praying, and obedience, which deepen our
spiritual lives and help us develop the proper
self-restraint in the spiritual realm. Self-
restraint is such an important character trait
that without it life becomes chaotic. People
who cannot restrain themselves find
themselves addicted to drugs, incarcerated,
and without the material resources to sustain
their own lives. The religious disciplines are
helpful in training people to be autonomous,
self-restrained members of society, but many
of us have forgotten how to do these things,
which is why having a spiritual mentor or
guide is important. Over the coming weeks,
we will examine a variety of spiritual
disciplines, including meditation, fasting,
praying, and study, as well as simplicity,
service and submission. Reflect on areas of
your own life where you need to be more
disciplined.  – Christopher Simon

Being Disciplined

“Whoever loves discipline
loves knowledge, but whoever
hates correction is stupid.” 
—Proverbs 12:1 NIV

To be a SponSor of The
ChurCh DireCTory

Contact Lisa or Kris at (507) 629-4300

Brockway/Brown Vet Clinic
511 South Fourth Street Tracy, MN

W.H. Brockway, K.M. Brown, M. Buschschulte
(507) 629-4360

Ò Most Complete 
Garden & 

Landscaping Center 
in SW MinnesotaÓ

South 4th Street • Tracy, MN 
(507) 629-3485 

Cnty Rd. 6 • Marshall, MN 
(507) 532-9430

Hwy. 14 Tracy
(507) 629-3470

301 South St
 P.O. Box 1098 

Tracy, MN
(507) 629-3780

Results Accountants-CPAs
Nathan Kinner, CPA • Nicole Y. Larson, CPA • Rebecca Towne, CPA

Darci Anderson • Carla VandeWiele, Sue Berlin
Taxes, QuickBooks and Investments

2123rd St. •Tracy • 629-3662 • 1-800-858-5410

KINNER & COMPANY LTD

Midwest supply
Ò Everything For the Farm & HomeÓ

TRACY — Ken Schiller (507) 629-3428 
SLAYTON — Myron Trulock (507) 836-8238

Doers 
Welcome.

(507) 629-4780 
Member FDIC

Located on West Morgan Street, Tracy, MN
(507) 629-3434

Tracy

444 Craig Ave, Tracy, MN
(507) 629-4510
www.lrcmn.com

of Tracy

Insurance & real estate
154 third street, tracy, Mn

(507) 629-3084

Immaculate Heart of Mary
Catholic Church

Monsignor Paul Heiting
Currie

Saturdays:  5:30 p.m.

St. Anthony’s Catholic Church
Monsignor Paul Heiting

Westbrook
Sundays:  10:30 a.m.

Saint Gabriel Church
Monsignor Paul Heiting

Fulda
Sundays:  8:30 a.m.

St. Anne’s Catholic Church
Wabasso

Sundays:  9:30 a.m. Mass.

Heritage Baptist Bible Church
Dr. Max D. Younce, Pastor

351 Sixth Street
Walnut Grove

Sunday:  8 to 8:30 a.m. Radio 
K-JOE FM, 106.1 FM Pipestone; 
10:00 a.m. Morning Worship and 
Sunday School; 6 p.m. Sunday 
Evening Service.

Thursday:  7 to 8:30 p.m. Teen 
Age Youth Group.

Tracy Presbyterian Church  
Rowland & Fourth Streets

Dave Erickson, Pastor
507-220-1353

Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Worship 
Service.

Lake Shetek Community 
Church of Currie  

Service in Community Center 
(next to watertower)

Dave Erickson, Pastor
507-220-1353

Sunday:  11:00 a.m. Worship 
Service.

Our Savior’s Lutheran
Milroy

Juanita Parker, Pastor
Vicar Amy Asendorf

Sundays:  8:30 a.m. Worship.

Trinity Lutheran 
Lucan

Juanita Parker, Pastor
Vicar Amy Asendorf

Sundays:  10 a.m. Worship.

St. Matthew Lutheran
Wabasso

Juanita Parker, Pastor
Vicar Amy Asendorf

Sundays: 9 a.m. Worship.

Revere Christian Fellowship
Non-Denominational

Acting Pastor Sandra Weedman
215 S. Main St., Lamberton, MN

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship.
Wednesdays:  7 p.m.

Church of Christ
Mike Johnston

119 Rowland St., Tracy, MN
507-626-0870

Sundays: 10:30 a.m. Worship.

Lake Sarah Lutheran Church
Garvin, MN

Rev. Drake M. Snell, Pastor
Sundays:  9 a.m. Worship.

Church of St. Mary Catholic 
Church

507-629-4075
saintmary@iw.net

Father Robert Mraz
Thurs., May 24:  6 p.m. 

Education Committee meets in St. 
Mary’s Rectory.

Fri., May 25:  8:30 a.m. School 
Mass Gr. 3 and 4

Sat., May 26:  1-2 p.m. 
Confessions

Sun., May 27:  10:30 a.m. 
Mass, Confessions before Mass; 2 
p.m. TMB High School graduation; 

6:30 p.m. RCIA class in St. Mary’s 
Rectory.

Wed., May 30:  8:30 a.m. Mass.

Church of St. Paul
Walnut Grove
507-629-4075

Father Robert Mraz
Thurs., May 24:  8:30 a.m. 

Mass at St. Paul’s.
Sat., May 26:  5-5:25 p.m. 

Confessions; 5:30 p.m. Mass
Thurs., May 31:  8:30 a.m. 

Mass at St. Paul’s

Church of St. Michael
Milroy, 

Father Robert Mraz
Thurs., May 24:  Adoration at 

St. Michael’s.
Sun., May 27:  8 a.m. 

Confessions; 8:30 a.m. Mass.
Tues., May 29:  8:30 a.m. Mass
Thurs., May 31:  Adoration at 

St. Michael’s.

Tracy Lutheran Church
The ELCA

Pastor Eric Natwick
64 Rowland St.

Sun., May 27: 9 a.m. Worship; 
10 a.m. Coffee Fellowship.

Mon., May 28:  Memorial Day – 
office closed

Wed., May 30:  9 a.m. Do Day 
Mission Work Day.

Tracy Christian & Missionary 
Alliance Church 

Pastor Edsel C. Miller
Thor Burntvedt, Associate 

Pastor
311 Front Street, Tracy

212-1205
Wed., May 23:  8:15 p.m. Prayer 

with the Elders.
Thurs., May 24:  6 p.m. Youth 

Group
Sat., May 26:  Farewell Open 

House for Pastor Edsel and Debbie 
from 1-5 p.m.

Sun., May 27: 10:30 a.m. 
Worship Pastor Edsel’s final 
message.

First Congregational
Church of Garvin

Pastor Edsel C. Miller
Sun., May 27: 9 a.m. Worship 

Service

Tracy United Methodist Church
Pastor Nick Scutari
162 Morgan Street

629-4576
Wed., May 23:  5:30 p.m. 

Worship on Wednesday Service 
Sunday, May 27: 8:30 a.m. 

Adult Sunday School; 9:15 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School; 10 a.m. 
Worship Service

Wed., May 30:  5:30 p.m. 
Worship on Wednesday Service 

Lake Sarah Baptist Church
John Lassen, Pastor

1613 191st Street, Slayton
763-3477

Sun., May 27:  9 a.m. Campsite 
Services at Valhalla Campground; 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service; 5:30 
p.m. Deacon meeting.

Zion Lutheran Church
E.L.S. (fellowship with W.E.L.S.)

Pastor Samuel M. Schmeling
200 Emory St. Tracy, MN

629-3653
Wed., May 23:  4-6 p.m. 

Confirmation Class 
Sun., May 27:  9 a.m. Sunday 

School; 10:15 a.m. Worship
Wed., May 30:  4-6 p.m. 

Confirmation Class 

Sunday, May 27, 2018
“Daily Courage” 

Exodus 1:8-2:10

Valhalla Campground Service 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

Leading People into a Growing Relationship with Jesus Christ

1613 191st Street www.lakesarahbaptistchurch.org
(507) 763-3477 Pastor John Lassen

First Communion
Second graders received the Sacrament of Communion for the first time at St. Mary’s Church in Tracy and St. Michael’s Church in Milroy 

recently.  Children at St. Mary’s (left) were: (front, from left)  Stella Bauleke, Nevaeh Lee, Calie Johns, Gretchen Lanoue, Xavier Treilweiler, 
Yoda Treilweiler, Xander Brinkley, Benjamin Koenig, Carson Lanoue, Trevor DeSchepper Back: Catechist Jane Carlson, Father Bob Mraz, 
Religious Education Director Ashley Benson.Participants at St. Michael’s (right) were: (front, from left) Samuel Lightfoot, Alexis Brey, 
Carson Timmerman. Back:  Catechist Char Lightfoot, Father Bob Mraz, Religious Education Director Ashley Benson.

The week of May 13-19 was 
National Skilled Nursing Care 
Week.  We began our week 
with a program to Honor both 
Mothers & Fathers hosted by 
the Serving Hands Auxiliary.  
Corsages were pinned on each 
of the residents by Auxiliary 
members. Entertainment for 
the program was a musical 
program by Sue Nelson and 
Gale Otto.  The afternoon 
concluded with everyone 
enjoying cake and coffee.

St. Mary’s preschool came 
to liven things up a bit.  It is 

always so fun to see the young 
children. The students played 
color and shape bingo, colored 
pictures and shared a lunch 
of juice and cookies with our 
residents.

The chapel service this 
week was provided by Pastor 
Nick Scutari. Pastor Nick also 
brought his guitar and led the 
music for the service. Linda 
Benson assisted residents 
with the hymnals during the  
service.  Lota Hannasch led the 
Catholic Communion service.

Other volunteers this week 

were Deb Shammat visited 
with residents, JoAnn Hanson 
polished fingernails, Muriel 
and John Coulter brought their 
dogs and visited with residents 
and Michelle Vickerman  led 
a game with residents on 
Sunday afternoon.

Friday afternoon members 
from the Tracy Lion’s Club 

came to lead bingo.
We wish to extend our 

deepest sympathy to the 
family of Rose Onken.

Thank you so much to 
Dollar General for sharing the 
beautiful red roses with us 
following Mother’s Day. 

Prairie View Senior Living

By Seth Schmidt

“We’re getting close.”
So says Nathan Schunke, 

about Hospice of Murray 
County’s plans for building a 
four-bedroom hospice house 
in Tracy.

Schunke reports that a 
capital campaign for the new 
house had reached $231,000 
last week, leaving the drive 
just $19,000 short of a $250,000 
goal. 

The hospice’s governing 
board previously announced 

that $250,000 was needed 
before construction could 
begin on the $1.5 million 
hospice house, which will be 
called “Our House” of Tracy.  

Hospice of Murray County 
already operates a residential 
hospice house in Slayton.  
The non-profit organization 
wants to build a second house 
in Tracy, in order to better 
accommodate the needs of 
area families.  The hospice 
house in Slayton has had 
to turn down some service 
requests because the Slayton 

facility has run close to 100% 
capacity.

Schunke, Hospice of Murray 
County administrator hopes 
that the final $19,000 will be 
raised quickly, so the process 
of seeking construction bids 
can begin. Plans have been 
submitted to the State of 
Minnesota for final approval.

Shunke reports that 
a board sub-committee 
would be meeting with an 
architect this week to finalize 
construction plans.  It will be 
up to the board to make the 

final decision about starting 
construction, Shunke notes, 
but the goal continues to shoot 
for a construction start this 
summer, with completion next 
winter.

The hospice house will 
be built on a one-acre site 
northeast of Sanford Tracy, 
near the intersection of State 
and Fifth St. East. City sewer 
and water services were 
extended to the property last 
summer.

SENIOR QUILTS.  The tradition of presenting quilts to graduating 
seniors continued at Tracy Lutheran Church Sunday.  Homemade 
quilts, made by church women, were given to from left: Alecia Christian, 
Joel Zabel, Katlyn Wieme, Emily Bonderson, Kyle Leonard and Taitum 
Timm in a special “Senior Sunday” ceremony that included parents. 

Hospice drive draws within $19,000



Four people have been charged 
with various crimes stemming from 
an April 21 home invasion incident 
in Milroy in which a firearm was 
discharged, the Redwood County 
Sheriff’s Office said in a news release 
Thursday afternoon.

Shortly before 7 p.m. on April 
21, law enforcement responded 
to a report of an attempted home 
invasion in Milroy, and the 
initial investigation revealed 
that one of the male suspects 
fired a weapon, the Sheriff’s 
Office said.

Two of the suspects are 
juveniles and will not be 
identified. The two adult 
suspects — Mut Gach, 19, 
and Buomkuoth Diew, 18, 
both from Worthington, have 
been charged under warrant 
complaints.

Both adults have been 
charged with offenses related 

to attempt and conspiracy to commit 
aggravated robbery and burglary. 
The adult males are currently in 
the custody of the Nobles County 
Sheriff’s Office on unrelated charges.

The Redwood County Sheriff’s 
Office continues to investigate this 
incident and believes it to be an 
isolated incident.  It does not believe 
there is an ongoing threat to the area.
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MIDWEST SUPPLY
Everything for Farm & Home at Reasonable Prices!

Craig Ave., Tracy 629-3428  Open Mon-Fri, 8–5:30; Sat 8-5 & Sun. 11-3
Maple Ave, Slayton 836-8238     Open Mon. thru Fri. 8–5:30; Sat., 8-5

2648 Broadway Ave. Slayton, MN ◆ 244 W. Main, Marshall, MN
Securities offered through American Portfolios Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC

Advisory Services through American Portfolios Advisors, Inc. SEC Registered Investment Advisor
Investors Choice Financial Services Inc. is independent of APFS and APAI

Are all the pieces in place 
for your Retirement?

www.investors-choice.com 1-800-472-6495

Wealth Management Team

Carla & Jim Goedtke, RFC, CSA
Katie Furth & Emily Ellefson

Rose Onken, 82
Rose Marie Onken age 82 

of Tracy passed away on Sat-
urday, May 19, 2018 at Prairie 
View Senior Living in Tracy.  
Funeral Services will be held 
at 11  a.m. Thursday at Tracy 
Lutheran Church.  Visitation 
will be held from 6:00 – 8:00 
p.m. Wednesday at the Tracy 
Area Funeral Home, and will 
continue one hour prior to ser-
vices at the church on Thurs-
day.  Interment is in the Tracy 
City Cemetery.  Online condo-
lences may be sent at www.
stephensfuneralservice.com.
Stephens Funeral Service - 
Tracy Area Funeral Home is 
assisting the family with ar-
rangements.

Rose was born June 25, 1935 
on the family farm near Fulda, 
MN to Henry and Kunie 
(Miller) Basche.  She gradu-
ated from Worthington High 
School in 1953.  

Rose married Les Onken, 
her high school sweetheart, 
in March 1954.  They lived in 
Worthington and Bigelow, 
MN and Spencer, IA before 
moving to Tracy in 1964.  Rose 
was active in the community 
by coordinating Meals-on-
Wheels delivery, lunch for 
all donors at the Red Cross 
Bloodmobile, working for the 
United Fund Drive, and work-
ing at the Hospital Auxiliary.  
She received the Tracy Out-
standing Citizen Award in 
1999.  She was active at Tracy 
Lutheran Church by teaching 
Sunday School, coordinating 
the food for funerals, being 
an active member on the Alter 
Guild and attending Bible 
Study with the Glory Circle.  
Family was an important part 
of her life.  She enjoyed spend-
ing time with her children, 
grandchildren & great grand-

children.  She enjoyed playing 
bridge, marathon, pinochle, 
and bingo.  She was an avid 
sports fan, and collector of an-
gels.

Rose is survived by her chil-
dren: Kathy (Gary) Wittnebel 
of Burnsville, Marc (Pat) 
Onken of Auburn, WA, Jim 
(Di) Onken of Eagle Lake, 
Barb (Don) McKee of Monte-
video, Brian (Linda) Onken of 
Marshall & Tim (Vicki) Onken 
of Allen, TX; 17 grandchildren: 
Sarah, Beth, Ben, Daniel, Scott, 
Jenny, Ryan, Chad, Becky, 
Emily, Ashley, Tyler, Jess, Sa-
mantha, Matthew, Morgan & 
Mary; 10 great grandchildren: 
Liam, Wyatt, Jaedyn, Graham, 
Archer, Grace, Jackson, Lily, 
Ashton & Clyde.  She is also 
survived by her sister Violet 
Pfingsten of Fulda, and her 
sister in law Marsha Basche 
of Worthington.  She was 
preceded in death by her hus-
band Les (2009), infant daugh-
ter Rebecca, granddaughters 
Kimberly Onken & Molly 
Onken, great grandson Drew 
Austin, parents Henry and 
Kunie Basche, brothers Bob, 
Don, and Harvey Basche and 
sisters Marion Kramer, Phyllis 
Brinkman & Betty Schneider.  
Blessed be the memory of Rose 
Onken.

Four post-secondary education scholarships 
were presented at Tracy Lutheran Church 
Sunday.

The recipients were:
Laurie Ziemke Memorial Scholarship: 

($1,000) Alecia Christian, senior, Tracy Area 
High School.

Tracy Lutheran Scholarship: ($250) Katlyn 

Wieme, senior, Tracy Area High School.
Betty Abernethy Memorial Scholarship: 

($1,000) Christian Devereaux, junior Augustana 
College.

Anonymous health-care scholarship: ($1,000) 
Morgan Hoffbeck, nursing senior, South 
Dakota State University.

Scholarships presented 
at Tracy Lutheran

Tracy Lutheran scholarship recipients are (from left) Christian Devereaux, Katlyn Wieme, Morgan Hoffbeck, 
and Alecia Christian.

Leading the Way  
in Cancer Care

Learn more at Avera.org/cancer

Call anytime for cancer-related 
guidance and support: 507-537-9000

Advanced external-beam radiation therapy, offering enhanced 
imaging and precise beams of radiation to destroy cancer cells. 

Participation in national and international clinical trials and research. 

Offering the region’s only 24/7 navigation call center devoted  
to helping cancer patients.

A comprehensive approach to treatment that encompasses  
spiritual and restorative services, with the belief that a mind  
at peace can help the body heal.

18-ACAI-10819

WEDNESDAY, MAY 23
Tracy VFW Post #871 meets at 

Eagles Club, 7:30 p.m.
Tracy Lions Club Burgers & 

Bands, 5 p.m. at Tracy Area High 
School Gym.

6th Grade Graduation at St. 
Mary’s School, 6:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, MAY 24
Kiwanis Club meeting at 12 

noon at Subway.
Bingo at the Tracy Multi-Purpose 

Center 1:30-3 p.m.
Tracy Library Book Club meets 

at 7 p.m.
FRIDAY, MAY 25

Toe Nail Clinic by Sanford 
Shetek Homecare Nurses at 10:30 
a.m. at O’Brien Court, Tracy.  
Minimal Charge.

SUNDAY, MAY 27
Tracy Area High School 

Graduation, 2 p.m. at High School 
Gym.

MONDAY, MAY 28
Memorial Day
Tracy Library Closed

TUESDAY, MAY 29
Alcoholics Anonymous of 

Tracy and Al-Anon meet at 8:00 
p.m. at the Church of Christ.  Open 
meeting every third Tuesday.  For 
more information, call 629-3261 or 
629-3404 or 629-3611.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 30
Pancakes at Tracy Senior 

Center from 7-9 a.m.  Everyone 
welcome.

Tracy Swim Team is holding 
an informational meeting for girls 
who are interested at 7 p.m. at 
Sebastian Park.

SATURDAY, JUNE 2
Golden Age at Multi-Purpose 

Center.  12 noon catered meal by 
Food Pride. 

Community 
Calendar

The filing period for federal, state 
and county offices opened Tuesday, 
May 22nd at 8 a.m. and will continue 
to 5 p.m. on Tuesday, June 5th.  

The place of filing for federal 
offices is the Office of the Secretary of 
State in St. Paul.  The place of filing 
for state offices is with the Office 
of the Secretary of State or with 
the county auditor of the county in 
which the candidate resides.  The 
place of filing for Lyon County offices 
is the Auditor/Treasurer’s office on 
the second floor of the Government 
Center in Marshall.

In Lyon County, County Board 
of Commissioner seats in District 2 
and District 3 are up for election in 

November. Those seats are currently 
filled by Stephen Ritter and Paul 
Graupmann, respectively.

Also in the county, the current 
terms of the attorney and sheriff 
expire at the end of this year.  Filing 
for those positions will also be from 
May 22nd through June 5th.

The filing period also includes Lyon 
County Soil and Water Conservation 
District Supervisor seats in districts 2 
and 4 open. Those seats are currently 
filled by Allen Deutz and Gary 
LaVoy, respectively.

The filing period for cities, many 
schools, and various townships will 
be from July 31st through August 
14th.

Office filing period opens

CHARACTER BOOKS PRESENTED. Tracy Police 
Chief Jason Lichty delivered character books to Tracy 
Area Elementary School first- and fourth-graders last 
Wednesday. The book program is sponsored by Lewis 
Family Drug, Western Mutual, Bill Chukuske Insurance 
Services, Dale Johnson III Construction LLC, CHS, 
Balaton Auto Salvage, Richard Brown, D.D.S. Balaton 
Dental Clinic, Knakmuhs Agency/Tracy Agency, 
Western Mutual and Prairie View Senior Living.

ANTI-DRUG COURSE COMPLETED. Truth About Drugs graduation took place Friday at Tracy Area Elementary School for the sixth-graders. 
The students got to sit in a squad car and the police Humvee last week and were given a “tour” of the car by Tracy Police Chief Jason Lichty.

Charges filed in home invasion

T r a c y

HeadligHt
Herald

Only $37.00
Per Year

(507) 629-4300

ONLINE EdItION
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Offer good while ‘in-stock’ supplies last

Savings On John Deere 

Lawn Mower 
Batteries

#SWGT-XPL
Battery

Reg. Price $52.99

On Sale 

$3777
with core exchange

MIDWEST SUPPLY
Everything for Farm & Home at Reasonable Prices!

Craig Ave., Tracy 629-3428  Open Mon-Fri, 8–5:30; Sat 8-5 & Sun. 11-3
Maple Ave, Slayton 836-8238     Open Mon. thru Fri. 8–5:30; Sat., 8-5

her husband, Edsel, will be moving to her 
childhood home of Colorado Springs, CO. The 
void she leaves behind will be as vast as the one 
she will likely feel developing in her heart as 
the couple pulls out of town on June 4 — 25 
years to the day since they arrived in Tracy.

“It’s going to be really, really hard to leave … 
really hard,” she said. “I hope the next person 
will love my job and this school as much as I 
have.”

• • •
Miller started in the library at TAES in 2000, 

but was a substitute paraprofessional from 
1995-2000. Her title is “media specialist,” but 
because so much of her work revolves around 
her beloved books, “I call myself a librarian,” 
she said. Miller said she puts in new books, 
checks books in and out, and “I fix books — I’m 
a book doctor; you learn to do that on the fly 
— I bind books that teachers want for their 
classrooms. And in May, I do inventory; I count 
every book in the library, which is now around 
12,000.”

Miller also performed other clerical-type 
work and read to kindergartners every Tuesday. 
From time to time, she even stepped in to 
teach a class, as she has a Community Expert 
License to substitute teach (she has a Christian 
Education degree from Crown College).

“I’ve been in every classroom in the 
building,” she said, and “I just love the library. 
I love books. I have the best job in the school. 
I get to see all the kids, where teachers have 
the same kids every day. I get to see them, say 
‘hello,’ joke around with them if I want, help 
them find that special book. And then they go  
back to class.”

Miller, who dabbles in poetry and has toyed 
with the idea of writing a book, prides herself on 
making trips to the library a joyful experience 
for the kids. She’s not your traditional librarian.

“When I was young the librarians seemed 
really old to me, and stodgy,” she said. “I might 
once in a while tell the kids to be quiet, but I’m 
probably the loudest one in there.”

She also cherished the times when she was 
able to let her personality loose in front of the 
students. The talent shows come to mind. Miller 
gladly accepts the role of emcee for the annual 
event and plays the role to perfection, feeling as 
comfortable with a microphone in her hand as 
she would with a book.

“I like making people laugh, and I’m amazed 
at the kids’ talent here,” she said. “I like making 
them feel like, ‘You’re amazing, that was 
awesome, I could never do that.’”

Then there’s the Veterans’ Day program 
at TAES, which was very near and dear to 
Miller’s heart. It was about six years ago when 
she started displaying photos of the staff’s and 
students’ family members who served or are 
currently serving in the military.

“There have been at least five years we’ve 
filled all the shelves (with photos),” she said. 
“I put a little flag by each one, and then we do 
a program that I emcee. That is probably my 
favorite. The Color Guard comes in, we sing the 
National Anthem, and the kids are amazingly 
respectful of that. That’s what we want to teach 
them.”

•••
Miller’s personal ties to the elementary 

school, and to Tracy Alliance Church and First 

Congregational Church in Garvin run deep 
and are as strong as they are omnipresent. Not 
only did the intimate settings these places offer 
provide the perfect stage for Miller to share 
her outgoing personality and musical gifts she 
has been blessed with, she has found comfort 
from the people with whom she works and 
worships. And there have been plenty of times 
during the last 15 years when she really needed 
shoulders to cry on.

In 2003, she endured 30 days having not  
heard from her Marine son Robert, who was 
serving his country on the ground in Iraq. Then, 
in 2004, she was diagnosed with cancer on May 
12, Edsel’s birthday. That, and the subsequent 
anxiety, kept her at home, away from the 
church for almost four months. She underwent 
treatments from June to November.

“It was a very hard time for me, because I 
had terrible, terrible anxiety and didn’t want to 
see anyone, talk to anyone, or even leave the 
house,” she said.

In 2009, her sister committed suicide which 
resulted in what she called the worst anxiety 
she had ever experienced. Finally, in 2014, 
she joined her father in a hospice role for her 
mother.

“Without the support, prayers, love, 
kindnesses and strength of our church families, 
my school friends and this community, these 
times would have been almost impossible to 
bear,” she said. “God gave us the gift of love 
through them all. And I would like to thank 
them for bringing me through each dark place 
and into the light.”

• • •
Of course, the church has been a major 

part of Miller’s life, and she said she has an 
appreciation for small-town churches.

“I’ve always been in a small church,” she 
said. “Our families live far away, so wherever 
we went with the church, I wasn’t the pastor’s 
wife, I was their daughter or grandma, or 
sister. They became my family. So when I leave 
(Tracy) it will be like moving away from my 
family again.”

Miller said a person can get lost in a big 
church where it’s more difficult to form those 
family-type bonds.

“We’ve had two wonderful churches here — 
they pray for us and they hold us up. They are 
just constantly so generous,” she said.

Edsel preaches at both Tracy Alliance and 
First Congregational in Garvin, but when he 
first told Deb he was going to be a pastor, she 
admitted she was mad with him and God. 
However, while living in the small town of 
Hawley, she learned she could be who she was 
and who God made her to be.

“I’d always seen pastor’s wives and they 
were expected to be a certain way — a quiet, 
demure wife,” she said. “Well, I don’t wear a 
bun, I’m not quiet. God said, ‘Just be Debbie.’ 
And people would say to me, ‘I forget you’re 
the pastor’s wife.’ They were my family right 
away. You know, I’ve never met a stranger.”

•••
Deb’s last day at the school will be May 25 

(the last day of school). A farewell party for 
the Millers will take place at Tracy Alliance at 
1 p.m. the next day and is open to everyone. 
Edsel’s last Sunday preaching in the churches 
will be May 27.

Miller: ‘Best job in world’
Continued from page one

Fox: Time for grandchildren
Continued from page one

Woitalewicz: Fulda Beckons
Continued from page one

Tornado 
song

Continued from page one

school system by working at both the middle 
school and high school in Storm Lake.

The move to Tracy in 1997 was their final 
one, and Lauri was hired on as an assistant at 
the high school. Kurt Langer’s departure from 
TAHS opened the door for Lauri to become the 
school’s media specialist.

Lauri said her retirement is likely to be a 
quiet one, as she wants to focus on spending 
more time with her grandchildren, one which 
is due later this year in Mankato.

“I don’t know exactly what it’s going to be 
like,” she said. “I’m going to focus on being a 
grandma. I’ll find things over the summer to 
keep myself occupied and the new baby is due 
in August. I’m so excited about that.”

Other than that, she doesn’t really know 
what to expect come next week.

“I know I’m going to wake up and look at the 
clock and say, ‘Well, at this time I’ll be doing 

this.’ I’ll just have that time frame in my head. 
I love my job, but I will appreciate the time to 
choose to do what I want to.”

Lauri actually worked at both the elementary 
school and the high school — at TAES Monday, 
Tuesday and half of Wednesday and at the high 
school Wednesday afternoon through Friday. 
She will help train in the new person if needed.

Lauri said things in the library have changed 
systematically a lot over the years, as have how 
kids are reading.

“Kids are having a lot of screen time on their 
phones, playing games and reading e-books, 
whereas having a book in your hands — there’s 
a different connect with your brain,” she said. 
“When you’re on a computer for research or 
for reading, it’s easy to skip stuff and not have 
that consistent concentration and I worry about 
how kids interpret what they’re reading now.”

“That’s the best thing to me,” he said. “I’m 
going to miss the actual teaching, being in the 
classroom, interacting with the kids. Not that 
you can’t do that as principal, but you get 
caught up in a lot of other stuff as a principal. 
It’s just different. I think I might miss being a 
teacher, but I don’t know. I haven’t been there 
yet.”

Woitalewicz said it’s sad to think of leaving 
TAES, but he’s excited for the new opportunity 
as well. And the move makes sense — his 
grandfather was a principal in Fulda for 30 
years.

“Kind of just following in his footsteps a little 
bit,” Woitalewicz said.

Woitalewicz isn’t your average teacher. He 
has a knack of forming close bonds with his 
students — many who are drawn to him and 
his outgoing personality.

“It’s not popularity,” he said, “it’s 
understanding how to treat kids.”

But the grass wasn’t always this green. 
Woitalewicz said he considered a change of 
career about three years ago.

“I went through my struggles as a teacher to 
the point where I thought about not teaching 
anymore — after my third year,” he said.

It was at that time that Woitalewicz applied 
to become a real estate agent, but he didn’t get 
a call back. Then he entered a Masters program 
at SMSU that, as he put it, changed his world.

“It really helped me focus on the important 
parts of teaching, which is interacting and 
forming lasting relationships and having an 
impact on their lives,” he said.

Woitalewicz also works with the TAES 
student council, although he said colleague 

Marlene Soupir is the true driving force behind 
that organization. He also has fun with the 
annual talent show and end-of-year concert.

“I want to make it an experience that kids 
won’t forget, because I think that makes for 
a better learning experience for the kids,” he 
said. “The whole atmosphere of the school — it 
needs to be a culture.”

To Woitalewicz, teaching isn’t just about 
learning something out of a textbook. While 
in the Masters program, Woitalewicz came to 
realize that teachers are in a position to have 
a long-lasting impact on young minds — not 
just by what they learn, but by their interaction 
with their teachers.

“They learn a lot throughout the year, 
but three years from now are they going to 
remember what I taught them? Maybe not. 
But they’re always going to remember how I 
treated them,” he said. “After I realized that, 
teaching became a lot more fun. It’s just to forge 
relationships and it’s nice to know that they 
know I care about them, they can come to me, 
they trust me. That’s really changed the way I 
think about teaching.”

Woitalewicz said WWG has a great 
atmosphere for learning and is excited about 
being part of the culture there. The only thing 
he’s not looking forward to is moving away 
from Tracy and not being around the people 
he’s gotten to know here.

Woitalewicz grew up in Fulda and graduated 
high school there in 2006. He received all his 
higher education at Southwest Minnesota 
State University and has one more year left. 
He received a variance to be able to become 
principal at WWG.

TRACK & FIELD DAY – Tuesday was Track & Field Day for Tracy Area Elementary School students in 
grades 4-6.  Marin Knott is a picture of concentration as she approaches the bar in the high jump. Watching 
in the background are Allison Edwards, Teagan Viessman, Ada Moua and Brooklyn Elsen.

bat out of hell,” they picked 
up Lester from the field, 
before seeking refuge in a 
neighbor’s basement.

“It sounded just like a freight 
train, with the rain and the 
hail and the wind,” the song 
continues.  After the sounds 
ebbed, the Morgans and their 
neighbors, Chauncey and 
Jane Muedeking, emerged 
to watch the tornado plow 
through Tracy.

“That thing was 
humungous,” Morgan 
remembers. “It was huge.  It 
was freaking us out, man.”

In writing the song, Morgan 
said that he tried to reflect 
the emotions that he and 
countless others experienced.

“I tried to be honest. To 
tell you the truth, that was a 
very traumatic moment in my 
life.” 

The song recounts by name 
all nine tornado victims: 
Nancy Vlahos, Fred Pilatus, 
Othelia Werner, Ellen 
Morgan, Barbara Holbrook, 
Walter Swanson, Ella Haney, 
Mildred Harden, and Paul 
Swanson.

The tornado funnel is 
likened to a “big, black evil 
tower” of howling winds and 
flying debris in the song.  One 
phrase describes “lightning 
bolts shooting out” of the 
funnel.

“That’s exactly what I saw.  
Everything in that song is 
what happened.”

The chorus compares the 
Tracy Tornado to “the devil’s 
tail.”

“It was the summer of ’68,
“Destruction on a Massive 
scale.
“We’d been whipped by the 
devil’s tail.”
A final verse speaks of the 
resiliency of Tracy’s people 
in bouncing back from the 
tragedy. 

“But the people of Tracy are 
strong,
“Helped each other rebuild.
“Took care of the injured,
“Honored those who were 
killed.
“Now, fifty years later,
“Tracy has prevailed.
“There ain’t no devil gonna 
whip us.
“Oh, no.  And that’s the end of 
my tale.”

Tracy native and World War 
II veteran Dick Donaldson 
will be the keynote speaker for 
the Tracy American Legion’s 
Memorial Day program.

Donaldson, a retired Tracy 
businessman and former city 
mayor, was a B-29 bomber 
pilot stationed in the Pacific.

The Monday, May 28 

program begins at 9 a.m. at The 
Caboose, with a presentation 
of the colors by the American 
Legion.

Legion Commander Harley 
Wahl will give a welcome, 
with Pastor Lori Von Holtum, 
giving an invocation and 
benediction.  A high school 
brass choir will perform 

several patriotic musical 
selections.  The program 
will honor several long-time 
American Legion members.

Following the indoor 
program, a special wreath-
laying ceremony will 
honor deceased American 
servicemen, followed by the 
playing of “Taps.”

Donaldson to give Memorial Day address



13TRACY HEADLIGHT-HERALD WEDNESDAY, MAY 23,2018

Sponsored By

Knakmuhs Real Estate

Sponsored By

Minnwest Bank
Sponsored By

Minnwest Bank
Sponsored By

Prairie View Senior Living

Stewart Chisham

Parents:  Wendy & 
Steve Johnson and

John Chisham

Band 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 
3; Choir 1,2,3,4; 

Letterwinner 3,4; Chamber 
Choir 3,4; Speech 1,2,3,4; 
Captain 4; All School Play 
2,3,4; One-Act Play 2,3,4.

Moses Dolan

Parents:  Neil & Linda 
Dolan

Football 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 
1,2,3,4; Captain 4; Basketball 
1,2,3,4; Captain 3,4; Baseball 

1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 1,2; 
Captain 3,4; Band 1,2,3,4; 

Letterwinner 2,4; Choir 
1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 1,2,3; 
President 4; Chamber Choir 
1,2,3,4; FFA 1,2,3,4; Big 

Buddies 1,2,3,4; Homecoming 
King 4.

Evelyn Dolan

Parents:  Neil & Linda 
Dolan

Volleyball 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 
1,2,3,4; Captain 4; Basketball 
1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 1,2,3,4; 
Captain 3,4; Softball 1,2,3,4; 

Letterwinner 1,2,3,4; Captain 4; 
Band 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 1,2,3,4; 
Choir 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 1,2,3,4; 

Chamber Choir 1,2,3,4; Class Officer 
1,2,3,4; President 1,2,3,4; Student 
Council 1,2,3,4; President 1,2,3,4; 

Yearbook Staff 4; FFA 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 3; Peer Helpers 1,2,3,4; 
Big Buddies 1,2,3,4; National Honor 
Society 3,4; Academic Letter 2,3,4; 

Homecoming Queen 4.

Lily Gladis

Parents:  Jerry & Denise 
Gladis

Cross-Country 2,3; Golf 3,4; 
Letterwinner 4; Softball 1,2; 
Letterwinner 2; Dance Team 
1,2,3; Letterwinner 2; Band 
1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 2,3,4; 
Flag Squad 1,2,3,4; Captain 
4; Choir 1,3; Letterwinner 3; 
Peer Tutor 1; School Play 4.

Sponsored By

Sanford Tracy

Alecia Christian

Parents:  Jim & Melissa 
Christian

Volleyball 1,2; Cross Country 
3,4; Letterwinner 3,4; Captain 4; 
Basketball 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 
2,3,4; Captain 4; Track 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 1,2,3,4; Captain 4; 

Band 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 2,3,4; 
Choir 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 2,3,4; 
Chamber Choir 2,3,4; Yearbook 

Staff 4; FFA 1,2,3,4; Vice-President 
4; Peer Helpers 2,3,4; Big Buddies 
2,3,4; National Honor Society 3,4; 
President 4; Academic Letter 2,3,4; 
Homecoming Queen Candidate 4.

Sponsored By

Midwest Supply

Quentin Cochran

Parents:  Lonnie & 
Jolene Cochran

Band 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 
4; President 4; Class Officer 

4; Student Council 1, 2, 3, 4; 
Treasurer 4; Yearbook Staff 4; 
Knowledge Bowl 1,2,3,4; FFA 
1, 2, 3, 4; Parliamentarian 2; 
Reporter, 3; Treasurer 4; Peer 
Helpers 2,3,4; Big Buddies 
2,3,4; Speech 3,4; Captain 

4; One-Act Play 2,3,4; School 
Play 2,3,4; National Honor 

Society 3,4; Academic Letter 1; 
Homecoming King Candidate 4; 

Snow King 4.

Sponsored By

Kyleen Olson Photography
Sponsored By

CHS
Sponsored By

Daniels-Peterson Construction

Emily Bonderson

Parents:  Kevin & Sara 
Bonderson

Volleyball 1; Football 
Manager 2; Softball 2; 

Manager 2; Cheer Team 3; 
Manager 3; Dance, 1, 2; 
Choir 1,2,3,4; Chamber 

Choir 3; Yearbook Staff 4; 
FFA 1,2,3,4; FCCLA 1; Peer 
Tutor 1; Big Buddies 2,3,4.

Danielle Alberg
Parents:  Michael & 

Ellen Alberg

Volleyball 1; Basketball 
1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 3,4; 
Band 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 

1,2,3,4; Secretary 
4; FCCLA 1,2,3,4; 

Letterwinner 2,3,4; Vice 
President 2,3,4; Peer 

Helpers 2,3,4; Big Buddies 
2,3,4; Academic Letter 

3,4. 

Austin Buchholz 

Parents:  Jesse Buchholz 
& Angel Ellingson

Football 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 2,4; Wrestling 

1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 
1,2,3,4.

Sponsored By

Devereaux Photography

Natalie 
Henderson

Parents:  Steve & Nancy 
Henderson

Band 1,2,3,4; Choir 1,2,3; 
Big Buddies 2,3,4.

Sponsored By

Country View Senior Living Community
Walnut Grove

Brandon Hissam

Parents:  Jeff & 
Stephanie Hissam

Football 4; Basketball 1,4; 
Letterwinner 4; Manager 

4; Golf 4; Baseball 1,2,3; 
Band 1,2,3,4; Choir 1,2; 
FFA 1,2,3,4; Big Buddies 

3,4.

Sponsored By

Hook Farms

Sarita Hook

Parents:  Tom & 
Shannon Hook

Cross-Country 1,2,3,4; Captain 
2,3,4; Track 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 

1,2,3; Captain 4; Dance Team 
1; Letterwinner 1; Band 1,2,3,4; 
Captain 1; Letterwinner 2,3,4; 

Choir 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 2,3,4; 
Chamber Choir 2,3,4; Class Officer 
1,2,3,4; Secretary 1,2,3,4; Student 

Council 1,2,3,4; Yearbook Staff 
4; FFA 1,2,3,4; Secretary 4; Peer 
Helpers 2,3,4; Big Buddies 2,3,4; 

Speech 2,3,4; Letterwinner 2; 
Captain 3,4; One-Act Play 2,3,4; 
School Play 2,3,4; National Honor 
Society 3,4; Secretary 4; Academic 

Letter 2,3,4.
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Sponsored By

Sanford Tracy
Sponsored By

Sanford Tracy

Sponsored By

Minnwest Insurance

Nash Mayer

Parents:  Kevin & Lori 
Mayer

Football 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 2,3; Captain 

4; Wrestling 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 1,2; Captain 
3,4; Track 2; Letterwinner 
2; Baseball 1; Letterwinner 

1; Band 1; FFA 1,2,3,4; Big 
Buddies 2,3,4.

Emily Nelson

Parents:  Angela 
Deadrick

Basketball 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 1,2,3,4; 

Golf 3,4; Letterwinner 4; 
Softball 1,2; Letterwinner 

1,2; Band 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 1,2,3,4; Choir 
1; Letterwinner 1; FFA 1; 
Peer Tutor 1,2,3,4; Big 

Buddies 2,3,4; School Play 
4; National Honor Society 

3,4; Academic Letter 2,3,4.

Sponsored By

Bosacker Auctions

Kendra Moyars

Parents:  Chad & 
SueAnn Moyars

Basketball Manager 
1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 

1,2,3,4; Band 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 2,3,4; Flag 
Squad 1,2,3,4; Choir 1; 

Big Buddies 2,3,4.

Tyler Noyes

Parents:  Craig & 
Wendy Metz

Basketball 1,2,3,4; Big 
Buddies 3,4; Homecoming 

King Candidate 4.

Sponsored By

CHS

Cody Miller

Parents:  Donna Miller 
& Fran Miller

Basketball 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 3,4.

Sponsored By

SecondwindCpap

Katherine Miller

Parents:  Marlene 
Frisvold & Jeff Miller

Band 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 
2; Choir 1,2,4; Knowledge 

Bowl 1,2.

Sponsored By

Sanford Tracy
Sponsored By

Sanford Tracy

Sidney Karbo

Parents:  Rick & Kari 
Karbo 

Volleyball 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 
1,2,3; Captain 4; Soccer 
1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 2,3; 

Captain 4; Softball 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 1,2,3,4; Band 
1,2,3,4; Class Officer 4; 

Student Council 1,2,3,4; Vice-
President 3,4; Peer Helpers 
2,3,4; Big Buddies 2,3,4; 

National Honor Society 3,4; 
Homecoming Queen Candidate 

4.

Skylar Hunt

Parents:  Joshua Hunt 
& Jamie Grunden

Football 1,2; FFA 1,2,3,4.

Sponsored By

Prairie Lakes Dentistry
Sponsored By

Currie State Bank

Sponsored By

Kyleen Olson Photography

Kaylee Kirk

Parents:  Dan & Pamela 
Kirk

Volleyball 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 1,2,3; Captain 

4; Basketball 1,2,3,4; 
Captain 2,3,4; Track 1,3,4; 
Letterwinner 1,3; Captain 
4; Softball 2; Choir 1,2; 
Yearbook Staff 4; Peer 

Tutor 2; Big Buddies 2,3,4; 
National Honor Society 
3,4; Academic Letter 

2,3,4; Homecoming Queen 
Candidate 4.

Kyle Leonard

Parents:  Jamie 
Leonard and Ed 

Leonard

Football 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 3,4; Basketball 

1,2; Wrestling 3,4; 
Letterwinner 3,4; Choir 

1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 2,3; 
Chamber Choir 2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 2,3; Big 

Buddies 3,4; Homecoming 
King Candidate 4.

Sponsored By

Lakeside Hideaway

Dalton Larson

Parents:  Dale & 
Nancy Larson

Dylan Luckhardt

Parents:  David & 
Dyanne Luckhardt

Sponsored By

G&R Appliance

Sydney Lanoue

Parents:  Brian & Beth 
Lanoue

Volleyball 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 1,2,3; 
Basketball 1,2,3,4; 

Letterwinner 1,2,3; Softball 
1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 1,2,3; 
Band 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 
2,3,4; Choir 1,2; Yearbook 
Staff 4; Peer Helpers 2,3,4; 
Big Buddies 2,3,4; National 

Honor Society 3,4; Vice-
President 4; Academic Letter 
2,3,4; Letterwinner 2,3,4.

Sponsored 
By

Parker Kunkel

Parents: Mark & Dawn 
Kunkel

Football 1; Basketball 
2,3,4; Letterwinner 3,4; FFA 

1,2,3,4.

Pat Goltz
Private Wealth Manager – 

pat.goltz@lpl.com

 Ph: 320-217-6643
Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.

Sponsored By

Tracy Food Pride

Lauren Peterson

Parents:  Justin & Jill 
Stoks

Soccer 1; Track 1,4; 
Letterwinner 1; Captain 4; 
Band 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 
2; FCCLA 1,2; Peer Tutor 

1,2,3,4; Peer Helpers 2,3,4; 
Big Buddies 2,3,4.

Sponsored By

Country View Senior Living Community
Walnut Grove

Alex Rolling

Parents:  Tony & 
Brenda Rolling

Softball 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 1,2,3,4; 
Cheer Team 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 1,2,3; 

Captain 4; Dance Team 
1; Choir 1; FFA 1,2,3,4; 

National Honor Society 4.

Sponsored By

Midwest Supply

Nick Peterson

Parents:  David & 
Tammy Peterson

Baseball 3; Band 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 1,2,3, 4; Vice-
President 4; Yearbook Staff 
4; FFA 1,2,3,4; Big Buddies 
2,3,4; Homecoming King 

Candidate 4.

Sponsored By

Tracy Agency

Dakota Rettey

Parents:  Crystal Nelson

Choir 1; Speech 3.
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Sponsored By

Dana F. Cole & Company, LLP

Sponsored By

CHS
Sponsored By Laura Winge 
at RE/MAX Advantage Plus 

626-0745

Charlie Vang

Parents:  Koua & Mee 
Vang

Band 1,2; Letterwinner 1,2; 
Student Council 1; Treasurer 

1; Knowledge Bowl 1; 
FFA 1,2,3,4; Peer Helpers 
2,3,4; Big Buddies 2,3,4; 

National Honor Society 3,4; 
Academic Letter 1,2,3,4.

Katlyn Wieme

Parents:  Allen & 
Brenda Wieme

Volleyball 1; Cross Country 
2,3; Basketball 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 3,4; Track 

1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 2,3,4; 
Captain 4; Band 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 2,3,4; Flag 

Squad 2,3,4; Choir 1; FFA 
1,2,3,4; Big Buddies 2,3,4.

Sponsored By

Murrayland Agency

Alecia 
Wallenstein

Parents:  Alan & 
Karen Johansen

Choir 1,2; FFA 1,3,4.

Nadia Winge

Parents:  Laura Winge 
& David Winge

Golf 1; Cheer Team 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 1; Captain 

2,3,4; Dance Team 1,2,3; 
Captain 3; Band 1,2,3,4; 

Letterwinner 1, 2,3, 4; Flag 
Squad 1,2,3,4; Choir 1,2,3; 

Letterwinner 2; Yearbook 
Staff 4; Peer Helpers 2,3,4; 
President, 4; Big Buddies 
2,3,4; National Honor 

Society 3,4; Academic Letter 
2,3,4.

Sponsored By

Subway of Tracy

MaiDee Vang

Parents:  Choua Xiong 
& Thai Vang

Soccer 2; Manager 2; Choir 
1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 2,3; 
Vice-President 4; Chamber 
Choir 2,3,4; Letterwinner 
2,3; Vice-President 4; FFA 
1,2; FCCLA 3,4; Secretary 

4; Speech 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 1,2,3,4; 

Captain 4; One-Act Play 
2,3,4; School Play 2,4; 

Academic Letter 1,2,3,4.

Sponsored By

State Farm Insurance-Mark Priegnitz

Ethan Voss

Parents:  Peter & Stacie 
Voss

Cross-Country 1,2,3; 
Letterwinner 1,2; Captain 3; 
Band 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 
1,2,3,4; Class Officer 1; 
Secretary 1; Peer Tutor 2; 

Peer Helpers 2; Big Buddies 
2; National Honor Society 

3,4; Academic Letter 2,3,4.

Sponsored By

Country View Senior Living Community
Walnut Grove

Sponsored By

Northwest Lighting Systems Co.-Dru Larson

Dakota Rolling

Parents:  Dan & Kim 
Rolling

Volleyball 1,2; Cross 
Country 3,4; Letterwinner 
3,4; Basketball 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 3,4; Softball 
1,2,3; Letterwinner 1,2,3; 
Band 1,2,3; Letterwinner 
2,3; Flag Squad 1; Choir 

1; FFA 1,2,3,4; Big Buddies 
2,3,4.

Megan Schmitt

Parents:  Michael & 
Christine Schmitt

Basketball Manager 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 1,2,3,4; 

Golf 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 
1,2,3,4; Captain 3,4; 

Choir 1,2,3; Letterwinner 
2,3; FCCLA 1,2,3,4; 

Letterwinner 1,2,3,4; Peer 
Tutor 1,2,4; Peer Helpers 
2,3,4; Big Buddies 2,3,4; 

National Honor Society 3,4; 
Academic Letter 1,2,3, 4; 

Letterwinner 1,2,3.

Sponsored By

Culligan of Tracy

Sponsored By

Salmon Motors

Sponsored By

Minnwest Insurance

Sponsored By

Premium Plant Services

KPaw Soe

Parents:  LuLu LuLu & 
Htoo Soe

Big Buddies 4.

Elizah Thor

Parents:  Mai Vue 
Xiong & Chu Chan Thor

Soccer 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner, 1, 2, 3, 4; 
Captain 3,4; Track 1; 

Choir 1,2,3,4; FFA 1; Peer 
Helpers 2,3,4; Big Buddies 

2,3,4.

MaiSee Thao

Parents:  Billy Thao & 
Sally Vang

Soccer 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 1; Softball 

2,3; Choir 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 1,2,3,4; 
Chamber Choir 2,3,4; 
Knowledge Bowl; FFA 
1,2,4; FCCLA 1,2,3,4; 

Letterwinner 3; Speech 4; 
Academic Letter 1,2,3,4.

Taitum Timm

Parents:  Kenneth & 
Rochelle Timm

Basketball Manager 2; 
Wrestling Manager 3,4; 

Cheer Team 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 2,3,4; Dance 

Team 1; Band 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 2,3,4; Flag 
Squad 1,2,3,4; Choir 

1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 3,4; 
Chamber Choir 4; Academic 

Letter 1,3,4.

Sponsored By

Tracy Area Funeral Home

Miranda 
Spanovich

Parents:  Scott & 
Andrea Spanovich

Cross-Country 1,2; Dance 
Team 1,2; Choir 1,2,3,4; 
Chamber Choir 4; Speech 

1,2; National Honor Society 
2,3,4; Academic Letter 

2,3,4.

Sponsored By

Tracy Ace Home Center

Rebecca 
Surprenant

Parents:  Matthew & 
Linnea Surprenant

Band 1, 2, 3, 4; Choir 1, 
2, 3, 4; Peer Helpers 2, 
3, 4; Cheer Team 2, 3, 

4; One Act 3, 4; Musical 
4; Knowledge Bowl 3, 4; 
Speech 1, 2, 3; Chamber 

Choir 4.

Sponsored By

Subway of Tracy

Amy Yang

Parents:  Ter Vang & 
Chublong Yang

Band 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 
2,3; Choir 4; Chamber 
Choir 4; FCCLA 3,4; 

National Honor Society 4; 
Academic Letter 2,3,4.

Sponsored By

Midwest Supply

Anna Zwach

Parents:  Greg & 
Peggy Zwach

Volleyball 1; Basketball 
Manager 1,2,3,4; 

Letterwinner 1,2,3,4; Golf 
1; Choir 1,2; Yearbook Staff 

4; FFA 1,2,3,4; Sentinel, 
2; Secretary 3; President 

4; Peer Tutor 1,2,3,4; Peer 
Helpers 2,3,4; President, 4; 
Big Buddies 2,3,4; School 

Play 3; National Honor 
Society 3,4; Academic Letter 
2,3,4; Homecoming Queen 

Candidate 4.

Sponsored By

Don’s Repair

Pa Kou Yang
Parents:  Phoua Vang

& Nao Her Yang

Choir 1,2,4; Knowledge 
Bowl 1; FCCLA 3,4; 
Academic Letter 3.

Sponsored By

Prairie View Senior Living

Tony Yang

Parents:  Mai Chue 
Thao & Neng Yang

Band 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 
2,3,4; FFA 1,2,3,4; 

Letterwinner 1,2,3,4; Peer 
Helpers 2,3,4; Big Buddies 

2,3,4; National Honor 
Society 3,4.
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Several area volunteers have
been deployed by the Lincoln and
Lyon County Chapter of the
American Red Cross to help with
the Hurricane Katrina relief efforts.

Last week, Sharon Vettrus of
Hendricks and Sandy Carlson of
Garvin went south to work on
hurricane relief. Both women did
hurricane disaster relief work in
Florida in September of 2004.

Today, Wednesday, Sept. 14, five
additional disaster relief workers
from the Lincoln-Lyon Chapter and
three from the Olivia Chapter were
deployed to Louisiana to fill a call
for 800 shelter workers. The five
from the area chapter are Connie
Priegnitz, Tracy; Niaz Patwary,

Marshall; Tammy Hatton, Tracy;
Mia Hannan, Westbrook; and Tera
Dahl, Dawson.

On Sunday and Monday, Sept.
17 and 18, another six people from
the Lincoln-Lyon Chapter and four
from Olivia will be trained.

Colleen Grothem, Executive
Director of the Lincoln-Lyon
Chapter, said this week that the
Camp Ripley operation for
hurricane evacuees is shutting
down. Three thousand evacuees
were expected, but only around 300
arrived in Minnesota. Many
evacuees chose not to leave shelters
in their immediate areas, Grothem
said. 

Fund-raising efforts also

continue. A number of fund-raisers
are happening all over the
Southwest Minnesota area,
Grothem said. Southwest
Minnesota State University is
holding a telethon today, Sept. 14,
from 6 to 10 p.m. to take donations.
It will be televised on channels 18
and 81 through the SMSU
radio/TV department.

Donations in the Lincoln-Lyon
Chapter were approximately
$18,000 as of Tuesday.

An interim pastor has begun
serving Tracy Lutheran Church.

Pastor Douglas Gjerset met
parishioners Sunday.  He succeeds
Pastor Steve Olson, who ended a
16-year ministry at Tracy Lutheran
to accept a call in International
Falls.  Pastor Gjerset is expected to
serve the congregation until a
pastor is called on a permanent
basis.

His work in Tracy will include
worship services Saturday night
and Sunday morning, teaching
confirmation classes, and adult
education.  He will have regular
office hours at the church Monday
through Thursday.

A graduate of Concordia
College, Moorhead, Pastor Gjerset
was ordained as an Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA) pastor in 1982.  The
ministry was a second career for

him. Previously he had farmed
with his father.

Pastor Gjerset served churches
in Hoffman for 17-and-a-half
years.  Since then he has served

congregations in Morris, Iola,
Wisconsin, and Tyler.  His most
recent appointment, from February
to June of this year, was at
Danebod Lutheran Church in
Tyler.

Pastor Gjerset attended seminary
at Harvard Divinity School,
Cambridge, Mass., and Luther
Theological Seminary, St. Paul.

Now a resident of St. Cloud,
Pastor Gjerset hopes to find rental
housing in Tracy soon.  

He has two adult daughters—
one a registered nurse in St. Cloud
and the other an attorney in
Minnetonka—and two
grandchildren.  His wife, Dianne,
died in December of 2004.

A part-time minister, Pastor
Gary Gabel of Ivanhoe, also serves
Tracy Lutheran.
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Meet the Class of 2018
What will the world be like in the Spring of 2018 when these bright-eyed five and six-year-olds graduate from

high school?  For now, caps and gowns are far from the minds of local kindergartners, who are busy making new
friends and adjusting to the new routines at school. This year’s kindergarten class in District 417 is relatively small.
Tracy Public School has 31 kindergartners, while St. Mary’s Parochial School has ten students.

Children in the Tracy Elementary School kindergarten class taught by Susan Meyer are: (front row, from left)
Jason Xiong, Ethan Voss, Dakota Rolling, Mai Dee Vang, Anna Zwach, Luis Perez, Shawn Steele. Not pictured:
Lili Rottini. Back: Emily Bonderson, Kaylee Kirk, Austin Buchholz, Emily Nelson, Molly Kuehl, Nick Peterson, Zach
Larson. Para-professional  Marla Anderson and teacher Susan Meyer are at left.

The kindergarten class taught by Deb Maki and para-professional Dorothy Algyer is comprised of: (front row,
from left) Mai See Thao, Noe Trejo, Skylar Hunt, Kendra Moyars, Katlyn Wieme, Jada Turner, Laryn Butterfield,
Elizah Thor. Back: Mason Day, Nash Mayer, Pa Kou Yang, Bethany Larson, Jahayra Ortiz, Sony Vue, Rheanne
Sabinske, Quentin Cochran.

cooler, and new plumbing in the
kitchen area.

Shetek Bend Banquet Bar and
Grill will include a game room
with pool tables, darts, and a
variety of electronic games.

Big events sought
The banquet room will be

marketed as a venue for many large
events, such as weddings,
banquets, reunions, conventions,
meetings, and dances.

“We will have the largest
banquet facility within a 40-mile
radius,” Daniels said.  A portion of
the building’s original wood dance
floor will be restored, Daniels
indicated.

The group’s strategy, Daniels
said, is to open the sports bar first,
and then have the banquet hall
ready for events beginning in
February.

To help keep a lid on costs,
Daniels said that the Shetek Bend
group would buy some of its
equipment and fixtures at
liquidation auctions in the Twin
Cities.  The expectation is, he said,
that it will be possible to buy items
that are in excellent condition for a
fraction of the new price.

Shetek Bend will be open seven
days a week.  Hours have not been
set, although Daniels said that
Shetek Bend would not ordinarily
be open for noon lunches.

The operation will not do outside
catering, Daniels said.  Outside

caterers will be hired for large
banquets at Shetek Bend, he
indicated.

Operating efficiencies seen
Daniels said that the bar and

restaurant business is an extremely
competitive business.  But he feels
that Shetek Bend Banquet Bar &
Grill will have several advantages
beyond its spacious size and
attractive décor .

The number of major investors
in the venture, and the amount of
“sweat equity” being put into the
enterprise, will allow Shetek Bend
to be virtually free of debt when it
opens, Daniels said.

The facility, he said, is in good
shape with plenty of parking and
excellent Hwy. 14 exposure.  The
layout of the kitchen and bar and
grill area, Daniels added, will make
it possible to use staff efficiently.

He’s optimistic that Shetek Bend
Banquet Bar & Grill will be able to
pull business from outside Tracy.
But he adds that local support will
also be vital.

“It was a wake-up call when the
Med closed (this winter).  People
thought that the Med was going to
be here forever.  I think that people
better realize now that if they want
things in Tracy, they have to
support them.”

Daniels said that Shetek Bend
Banquet Bar & Grill will have
“upwards of ten major investors.”
All told, the business could have as

many as 20 stockholders, he said.
Additional investors, he said, are
still being accepted.

Reservations are also being
accepted for large group events and
banquets.  People can call Daniels
at 828-2641 for more information.

Historic connection
The name “Shetek Bend” is a

reference to Tracy’s early days as a
new outpost on the Winona & St.
Peter Railroad.  According to a
1912 history of Lyon County by
Arthur Rose, Neil Currie built a
warehouse in present-day Tracy in
1874 along the newly-built rail
line.  The warehouse was for goods
that were shipped by wagon to the
Lake Shetek area.  The warehouse,
and other enterprises that soon
followed, was called “Shetek
Station” or “Shetek Bend.”  The
name “Tracy” came into use in
1876.

The 20,000 square foot structure
was built in about 1977 by the
Tracy American Legion. It became
the Tracy Servicemen’s Center in
about 1985, shortly after the Tracy
VFW Club closed.  In the 1990s
the building was remodeled for
Tracy Minntronix.  When
Minntronix moved its operations to
South Dakota last year, Jeff and
Dean Salmon bought the property.
The Salmons recently sold the
property to the Shetek Bend group.

Shetek Bend:  
Continued from page one

St. Mary’s School kindergarten students, with their teacher Mindy Otto, are: (front row, from left)  Evelyn Dolan,
Alexandra Rolling, Anthony Axford, Sarita Hook, Sean Mota. Back: Moses Dolan, Alecia Christian, Rebecca
Surprenant, Sydney Lanoue, Austin Axford.

Tracy Lutheran welcomes interim minister

Pastor Douglas Gjerset

Hurricane relief efforts continue

Milroy Charter School’s kindgergarten class includes: Adam Welu, Lizzy Rohlik, Megan Schmitt, 
Owen West, Tyler Kemp, Scott Zollner, Miriam Krause, Maia Brooks, Brandon Karsten, Erin Leach, 
Kaiden VanOverbeke. Teacher is Jodi Illg.

Many smiling faces for kindergarten class at Balaton Public School includes (front row, from left): 
Adam Amador, Taylor Eisfeld, Natalie Malsam, Aria Wichmann, Cody James Miller, Gracy Rohl. Back 
row: Austin Rasmussen, Dylan Luckhardt, Cody Ray Miller, Dalton Larson, Sidney Karbo.

Danielle Alberg,  University of Minnesota/Duluth, 
  Biochemistry/Mathematics Minor
Emily Bonderson, University of South Dakota, Psychology
Austin Buchholz, Minnesota West/Worthington, Business
Stewart Chisham, University of Minnesota/Mankato, 
  Film and Media Studies
Alecia Christian, South Dakota State University, Nursing
Quentin Cochran, University of Minnesota/Twin Cities, 
  Political Science
Evelyn Dolan, Winona State University, Pre-Medicine/
  Cell & Molecular Bio/Spanish Minor
Moses Dolan, Ridgewater College/Willmar, 
  Veterinary Technology
Lily Gladis, University of Minnesota/Morris, Anthropology
Natalie Henderson, Ridgewater College/Willmar, 
  Massage Therapy
Brandon Hissam, South Dakota State University, Ag Science
Sarita Hook, University of Minnesota/Mankato, Speech/
  Language Pathology
Skylar Hunt, Working
Sidney Karbo, Northwestern/Orange City, Kinesiology/
  Athletic Training Minor
Kaylee Kirk, Dakota Wesleyan University, Nursing
Parker Kunkel, Lake Area Technical Institute, Welding
Sydney Lanoue, University of Minnesota/Duluth, Biology
Dalton Larson, Working, Carpentry Apprenticeship

Kyle Leonard, Undecided
Dylan Luckhardt, Lake Area Technical Institute, 
  Diesel Mechanic
Nash Mayer, Southeast Tech, Electrician
Cody Miller, Working
Katherine Miller, Working
Kendra Moyars, Southwest Minnesota State University,
  Marketing/Sports Management
Emily Nelson, St. Cloud Technical College, Diagnostic 
  Medical Sonography
Tylar Noyes, Minnesota West, Physical Therapist
Lauren Peterson, Alexandria Technical College, Sociology
  (Victim Witness Specialist)
Nicholas Peterson, University of Colorado/Denver, Social 
Studies Ed/Political Science
Dakota Rettey, Undecided, Motivational Speaking
Alexandra Rolling, Lake Area Technical Institute,
  Physical Therapist Assistant
Dakota Rolling, Southwest Minnesota State University/
  Marshall, Special Education
Megan Schmitt, South Dakota State University, Nutrition 
  and Dietetics
KPaw Soe, Southwest Minnesota State University/
  Marshall, Nursing
Miranda Spanovich, Wisconsin Lutheran College, Business/
  Music Minor

Rebecca Surprenant, Ridgewater College/Willmar, 
  Veterinary Technology
Mai See Thao, Century College/St. Paul, Interior Design
Elizah Thor, University of Minnesota/Mankato, Undecided
Taitum Timm, Southwest Minnesota State University/Marshall, 
  Social Worker
Charlie Vang, Metropolitan State University, 
  Accounting & Finance
MaiDee Vang, University of Minnesota/Mankato, 
  Nursing/Midwifery
Ethan Voss, University of Minnesota/Twin Cities, 
  English Education
Alecia Wallenstein, South Central College/Mankato, 
  Dental Assisting
Katlyn Wieme, University of South Dakota, Criminal Justice
Nadia Winge, University of Nebraska/Lincoln, 
  Communication Sciences and Disorders
Alex Wlodkowski– U 
Amy Yang, University of Minnesota/Mankato, Undecided
Pa Kou Yang, Minnesota West, Medical Coding
Tony Yang, South Dakota School of Mines and Technology, 
  Chemical Engineering
Anna Zwach, University of Wisconsin/LaCrosse, 
  Therapeutic Recreation

• Future Plans For The Class of 2017-18 •

St. Mary’s School kindergarten students, with their teacher Mindy Otto, were: (front row, from left) 
Evelyn Dolan, Alexandra Rolling, Anthony Axford, Sarita Hook, Sean Mota. Back: Moses Dolan, Alecia 
Christian, Rebecca Surprenant, Sydney Lanoue, Austin Axford.

Susan Meyer’s kindergarten class in September of 2005 were: (front row, from left) Jason Xiong, 
Ethan Voss, Dakota Rolling, Mai Dee Vang, Anna Zwach, Luis Perez, Shawn Steele. Not pictured: Lili 
Rottini. Back: Emily Bonderson, Kaylee Kirk, Austin Buchholz, Emily Nelson, Molly Kuehl, Nick Peter-
son, Zach Larson. Para-professional Marla Anderson and teacher Susan Meyer are at left.

Several area volunteers have
been deployed by the Lincoln and
Lyon County Chapter of the
American Red Cross to help with
the Hurricane Katrina relief efforts.

Last week, Sharon Vettrus of
Hendricks and Sandy Carlson of
Garvin went south to work on
hurricane relief. Both women did
hurricane disaster relief work in
Florida in September of 2004.

Today, Wednesday, Sept. 14, five
additional disaster relief workers
from the Lincoln-Lyon Chapter and
three from the Olivia Chapter were
deployed to Louisiana to fill a call
for 800 shelter workers. The five
from the area chapter are Connie
Priegnitz, Tracy; Niaz Patwary,

Marshall; Tammy Hatton, Tracy;
Mia Hannan, Westbrook; and Tera
Dahl, Dawson.

On Sunday and Monday, Sept.
17 and 18, another six people from
the Lincoln-Lyon Chapter and four
from Olivia will be trained.

Colleen Grothem, Executive
Director of the Lincoln-Lyon
Chapter, said this week that the
Camp Ripley operation for
hurricane evacuees is shutting
down. Three thousand evacuees
were expected, but only around 300
arrived in Minnesota. Many
evacuees chose not to leave shelters
in their immediate areas, Grothem
said. 

Fund-raising efforts also

continue. A number of fund-raisers
are happening all over the
Southwest Minnesota area,
Grothem said. Southwest
Minnesota State University is
holding a telethon today, Sept. 14,
from 6 to 10 p.m. to take donations.
It will be televised on channels 18
and 81 through the SMSU
radio/TV department.

Donations in the Lincoln-Lyon
Chapter were approximately
$18,000 as of Tuesday.

An interim pastor has begun
serving Tracy Lutheran Church.

Pastor Douglas Gjerset met
parishioners Sunday.  He succeeds
Pastor Steve Olson, who ended a
16-year ministry at Tracy Lutheran
to accept a call in International
Falls.  Pastor Gjerset is expected to
serve the congregation until a
pastor is called on a permanent
basis.

His work in Tracy will include
worship services Saturday night
and Sunday morning, teaching
confirmation classes, and adult
education.  He will have regular
office hours at the church Monday
through Thursday.

A graduate of Concordia
College, Moorhead, Pastor Gjerset
was ordained as an Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA) pastor in 1982.  The
ministry was a second career for

him. Previously he had farmed
with his father.

Pastor Gjerset served churches
in Hoffman for 17-and-a-half
years.  Since then he has served

congregations in Morris, Iola,
Wisconsin, and Tyler.  His most
recent appointment, from February
to June of this year, was at
Danebod Lutheran Church in
Tyler.

Pastor Gjerset attended seminary
at Harvard Divinity School,
Cambridge, Mass., and Luther
Theological Seminary, St. Paul.

Now a resident of St. Cloud,
Pastor Gjerset hopes to find rental
housing in Tracy soon.  

He has two adult daughters—
one a registered nurse in St. Cloud
and the other an attorney in
Minnetonka—and two
grandchildren.  His wife, Dianne,
died in December of 2004.

A part-time minister, Pastor
Gary Gabel of Ivanhoe, also serves
Tracy Lutheran.
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Meet the Class of 2018
What will the world be like in the Spring of 2018 when these bright-eyed five and six-year-olds graduate from

high school?  For now, caps and gowns are far from the minds of local kindergartners, who are busy making new
friends and adjusting to the new routines at school. This year’s kindergarten class in District 417 is relatively small.
Tracy Public School has 31 kindergartners, while St. Mary’s Parochial School has ten students.

Children in the Tracy Elementary School kindergarten class taught by Susan Meyer are: (front row, from left)
Jason Xiong, Ethan Voss, Dakota Rolling, Mai Dee Vang, Anna Zwach, Luis Perez, Shawn Steele. Not pictured:
Lili Rottini. Back: Emily Bonderson, Kaylee Kirk, Austin Buchholz, Emily Nelson, Molly Kuehl, Nick Peterson, Zach
Larson. Para-professional  Marla Anderson and teacher Susan Meyer are at left.

The kindergarten class taught by Deb Maki and para-professional Dorothy Algyer is comprised of: (front row,
from left) Mai See Thao, Noe Trejo, Skylar Hunt, Kendra Moyars, Katlyn Wieme, Jada Turner, Laryn Butterfield,
Elizah Thor. Back: Mason Day, Nash Mayer, Pa Kou Yang, Bethany Larson, Jahayra Ortiz, Sony Vue, Rheanne
Sabinske, Quentin Cochran.

cooler, and new plumbing in the
kitchen area.

Shetek Bend Banquet Bar and
Grill will include a game room
with pool tables, darts, and a
variety of electronic games.

Big events sought
The banquet room will be

marketed as a venue for many large
events, such as weddings,
banquets, reunions, conventions,
meetings, and dances.

“We will have the largest
banquet facility within a 40-mile
radius,” Daniels said.  A portion of
the building’s original wood dance
floor will be restored, Daniels
indicated.

The group’s strategy, Daniels
said, is to open the sports bar first,
and then have the banquet hall
ready for events beginning in
February.

To help keep a lid on costs,
Daniels said that the Shetek Bend
group would buy some of its
equipment and fixtures at
liquidation auctions in the Twin
Cities.  The expectation is, he said,
that it will be possible to buy items
that are in excellent condition for a
fraction of the new price.

Shetek Bend will be open seven
days a week.  Hours have not been
set, although Daniels said that
Shetek Bend would not ordinarily
be open for noon lunches.

The operation will not do outside
catering, Daniels said.  Outside

caterers will be hired for large
banquets at Shetek Bend, he
indicated.

Operating efficiencies seen
Daniels said that the bar and

restaurant business is an extremely
competitive business.  But he feels
that Shetek Bend Banquet Bar &
Grill will have several advantages
beyond its spacious size and
attractive décor .

The number of major investors
in the venture, and the amount of
“sweat equity” being put into the
enterprise, will allow Shetek Bend
to be virtually free of debt when it
opens, Daniels said.

The facility, he said, is in good
shape with plenty of parking and
excellent Hwy. 14 exposure.  The
layout of the kitchen and bar and
grill area, Daniels added, will make
it possible to use staff efficiently.

He’s optimistic that Shetek Bend
Banquet Bar & Grill will be able to
pull business from outside Tracy.
But he adds that local support will
also be vital.

“It was a wake-up call when the
Med closed (this winter).  People
thought that the Med was going to
be here forever.  I think that people
better realize now that if they want
things in Tracy, they have to
support them.”

Daniels said that Shetek Bend
Banquet Bar & Grill will have
“upwards of ten major investors.”
All told, the business could have as

many as 20 stockholders, he said.
Additional investors, he said, are
still being accepted.

Reservations are also being
accepted for large group events and
banquets.  People can call Daniels
at 828-2641 for more information.

Historic connection
The name “Shetek Bend” is a

reference to Tracy’s early days as a
new outpost on the Winona & St.
Peter Railroad.  According to a
1912 history of Lyon County by
Arthur Rose, Neil Currie built a
warehouse in present-day Tracy in
1874 along the newly-built rail
line.  The warehouse was for goods
that were shipped by wagon to the
Lake Shetek area.  The warehouse,
and other enterprises that soon
followed, was called “Shetek
Station” or “Shetek Bend.”  The
name “Tracy” came into use in
1876.

The 20,000 square foot structure
was built in about 1977 by the
Tracy American Legion. It became
the Tracy Servicemen’s Center in
about 1985, shortly after the Tracy
VFW Club closed.  In the 1990s
the building was remodeled for
Tracy Minntronix.  When
Minntronix moved its operations to
South Dakota last year, Jeff and
Dean Salmon bought the property.
The Salmons recently sold the
property to the Shetek Bend group.

Shetek Bend:  
Continued from page one

St. Mary’s School kindergarten students, with their teacher Mindy Otto, are: (front row, from left)  Evelyn Dolan,
Alexandra Rolling, Anthony Axford, Sarita Hook, Sean Mota. Back: Moses Dolan, Alecia Christian, Rebecca
Surprenant, Sydney Lanoue, Austin Axford.

Tracy Lutheran welcomes interim minister

Pastor Douglas Gjerset

Hurricane relief efforts continue

The kindergarten class taught by Deb Maki and para-professional Dorothy Algyer included: (front row, 
from left) Mai See Thao, Noe Trejo, Skylar Hunt, Kendra Moyars, Katlyn Wieme, Jada Turner, Laryn But-
terfield, Elizah Thor. Back: Mason Day, Nash Mayer, Pa Kou Yang, Bethany Larson, Jahayra Ortiz, Sony 
Vue, Rheanne Sabinske, Quentin Cochran.

Several area volunteers have
been deployed by the Lincoln and
Lyon County Chapter of the
American Red Cross to help with
the Hurricane Katrina relief efforts.

Last week, Sharon Vettrus of
Hendricks and Sandy Carlson of
Garvin went south to work on
hurricane relief. Both women did
hurricane disaster relief work in
Florida in September of 2004.

Today, Wednesday, Sept. 14, five
additional disaster relief workers
from the Lincoln-Lyon Chapter and
three from the Olivia Chapter were
deployed to Louisiana to fill a call
for 800 shelter workers. The five
from the area chapter are Connie
Priegnitz, Tracy; Niaz Patwary,

Marshall; Tammy Hatton, Tracy;
Mia Hannan, Westbrook; and Tera
Dahl, Dawson.

On Sunday and Monday, Sept.
17 and 18, another six people from
the Lincoln-Lyon Chapter and four
from Olivia will be trained.

Colleen Grothem, Executive
Director of the Lincoln-Lyon
Chapter, said this week that the
Camp Ripley operation for
hurricane evacuees is shutting
down. Three thousand evacuees
were expected, but only around 300
arrived in Minnesota. Many
evacuees chose not to leave shelters
in their immediate areas, Grothem
said. 

Fund-raising efforts also

continue. A number of fund-raisers
are happening all over the
Southwest Minnesota area,
Grothem said. Southwest
Minnesota State University is
holding a telethon today, Sept. 14,
from 6 to 10 p.m. to take donations.
It will be televised on channels 18
and 81 through the SMSU
radio/TV department.

Donations in the Lincoln-Lyon
Chapter were approximately
$18,000 as of Tuesday.

An interim pastor has begun
serving Tracy Lutheran Church.

Pastor Douglas Gjerset met
parishioners Sunday.  He succeeds
Pastor Steve Olson, who ended a
16-year ministry at Tracy Lutheran
to accept a call in International
Falls.  Pastor Gjerset is expected to
serve the congregation until a
pastor is called on a permanent
basis.

His work in Tracy will include
worship services Saturday night
and Sunday morning, teaching
confirmation classes, and adult
education.  He will have regular
office hours at the church Monday
through Thursday.

A graduate of Concordia
College, Moorhead, Pastor Gjerset
was ordained as an Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA) pastor in 1982.  The
ministry was a second career for

him. Previously he had farmed
with his father.

Pastor Gjerset served churches
in Hoffman for 17-and-a-half
years.  Since then he has served

congregations in Morris, Iola,
Wisconsin, and Tyler.  His most
recent appointment, from February
to June of this year, was at
Danebod Lutheran Church in
Tyler.

Pastor Gjerset attended seminary
at Harvard Divinity School,
Cambridge, Mass., and Luther
Theological Seminary, St. Paul.

Now a resident of St. Cloud,
Pastor Gjerset hopes to find rental
housing in Tracy soon.  

He has two adult daughters—
one a registered nurse in St. Cloud
and the other an attorney in
Minnetonka—and two
grandchildren.  His wife, Dianne,
died in December of 2004.

A part-time minister, Pastor
Gary Gabel of Ivanhoe, also serves
Tracy Lutheran.
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New Arr i val s  For  Fall . . .
Lots of

SummerClearanceMerchandise

•  Forcaster Winter Coats & Jackets 
•  Ladie’s Fall Coordinates 
•  Fall Casual Knit Tops
•  Sweatshirts & Novelty Tops
•  Cardigan & Pullover Sweaters
•  New Shoes & Boots for fall 

Dry Cleaning Services – Free Gift Wrapping

Gift Certificates Available
Hours Mon-Fri, 9-5:30; Thurs, 9-8; Sat, 9-4 p.m.

Give Your Home A 

NEW FALL COAT 
with Exterior Paint & Supplies from 
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Meet the Class of 2018
What will the world be like in the Spring of 2018 when these bright-eyed five and six-year-olds graduate from

high school?  For now, caps and gowns are far from the minds of local kindergartners, who are busy making new
friends and adjusting to the new routines at school. This year’s kindergarten class in District 417 is relatively small.
Tracy Public School has 31 kindergartners, while St. Mary’s Parochial School has ten students.

Children in the Tracy Elementary School kindergarten class taught by Susan Meyer are: (front row, from left)
Jason Xiong, Ethan Voss, Dakota Rolling, Mai Dee Vang, Anna Zwach, Luis Perez, Shawn Steele. Not pictured:
Lili Rottini. Back: Emily Bonderson, Kaylee Kirk, Austin Buchholz, Emily Nelson, Molly Kuehl, Nick Peterson, Zach
Larson. Para-professional  Marla Anderson and teacher Susan Meyer are at left.

The kindergarten class taught by Deb Maki and para-professional Dorothy Algyer is comprised of: (front row,
from left) Mai See Thao, Noe Trejo, Skylar Hunt, Kendra Moyars, Katlyn Wieme, Jada Turner, Laryn Butterfield,
Elizah Thor. Back: Mason Day, Nash Mayer, Pa Kou Yang, Bethany Larson, Jahayra Ortiz, Sony Vue, Rheanne
Sabinske, Quentin Cochran.

cooler, and new plumbing in the
kitchen area.

Shetek Bend Banquet Bar and
Grill will include a game room
with pool tables, darts, and a
variety of electronic games.

Big events sought
The banquet room will be

marketed as a venue for many large
events, such as weddings,
banquets, reunions, conventions,
meetings, and dances.

“We will have the largest
banquet facility within a 40-mile
radius,” Daniels said.  A portion of
the building’s original wood dance
floor will be restored, Daniels
indicated.

The group’s strategy, Daniels
said, is to open the sports bar first,
and then have the banquet hall
ready for events beginning in
February.

To help keep a lid on costs,
Daniels said that the Shetek Bend
group would buy some of its
equipment and fixtures at
liquidation auctions in the Twin
Cities.  The expectation is, he said,
that it will be possible to buy items
that are in excellent condition for a
fraction of the new price.

Shetek Bend will be open seven
days a week.  Hours have not been
set, although Daniels said that
Shetek Bend would not ordinarily
be open for noon lunches.

The operation will not do outside
catering, Daniels said.  Outside

caterers will be hired for large
banquets at Shetek Bend, he
indicated.

Operating efficiencies seen
Daniels said that the bar and

restaurant business is an extremely
competitive business.  But he feels
that Shetek Bend Banquet Bar &
Grill will have several advantages
beyond its spacious size and
attractive décor .

The number of major investors
in the venture, and the amount of
“sweat equity” being put into the
enterprise, will allow Shetek Bend
to be virtually free of debt when it
opens, Daniels said.

The facility, he said, is in good
shape with plenty of parking and
excellent Hwy. 14 exposure.  The
layout of the kitchen and bar and
grill area, Daniels added, will make
it possible to use staff efficiently.

He’s optimistic that Shetek Bend
Banquet Bar & Grill will be able to
pull business from outside Tracy.
But he adds that local support will
also be vital.

“It was a wake-up call when the
Med closed (this winter).  People
thought that the Med was going to
be here forever.  I think that people
better realize now that if they want
things in Tracy, they have to
support them.”

Daniels said that Shetek Bend
Banquet Bar & Grill will have
“upwards of ten major investors.”
All told, the business could have as

many as 20 stockholders, he said.
Additional investors, he said, are
still being accepted.

Reservations are also being
accepted for large group events and
banquets.  People can call Daniels
at 828-2641 for more information.

Historic connection
The name “Shetek Bend” is a

reference to Tracy’s early days as a
new outpost on the Winona & St.
Peter Railroad.  According to a
1912 history of Lyon County by
Arthur Rose, Neil Currie built a
warehouse in present-day Tracy in
1874 along the newly-built rail
line.  The warehouse was for goods
that were shipped by wagon to the
Lake Shetek area.  The warehouse,
and other enterprises that soon
followed, was called “Shetek
Station” or “Shetek Bend.”  The
name “Tracy” came into use in
1876.

The 20,000 square foot structure
was built in about 1977 by the
Tracy American Legion. It became
the Tracy Servicemen’s Center in
about 1985, shortly after the Tracy
VFW Club closed.  In the 1990s
the building was remodeled for
Tracy Minntronix.  When
Minntronix moved its operations to
South Dakota last year, Jeff and
Dean Salmon bought the property.
The Salmons recently sold the
property to the Shetek Bend group.

Shetek Bend:  
Continued from page one

St. Mary’s School kindergarten students, with their teacher Mindy Otto, are: (front row, from left)  Evelyn Dolan,
Alexandra Rolling, Anthony Axford, Sarita Hook, Sean Mota. Back: Moses Dolan, Alecia Christian, Rebecca
Surprenant, Sydney Lanoue, Austin Axford.

Tracy Lutheran welcomes interim minister

Pastor Douglas Gjerset

Hurricane relief efforts continue



Pipestone County Star—The 
City of Pipestone’s Public 
Works department hauled 
138.52 tons of unwanted 
possessions to the Lyon 
County Landfill last week 
during the city’s annual spring 
clean-up.  The total exceeded 
the 116.9 tons hauled away last 
year.  Property owners were 
allowed to drag unwanted 
items to the curb for crews to 
pick up.

Tyler Tribune—Tyler native 
and 2001 RTR graduate 
Kristal Wilmes hopes to have 
a dental practice in Tyler up 
and running by the end of 

July.  Tyler has been without a 
dentist since 2007.

A d v o c a t e - Tr i b u n e — T h e 
Yellow Medicine East choir 
trip to Florida included 
a performance at Disney 
Springs at the end of a 30-hour 
bus trip.

Fulda Free Press—Thirty-four 
women took part in the annual 
Spring Fling at the Fulda 
swimming pool.

Kerkhoven Banner—Concerns 
about dilapidated buildings 
and the general need for 
properties to clean-up 
attracted the attention of the 
Kerkhoven City Council.

Minneota Mascot—
Construction has begun on a 
$5.25 million school project for 
Minneota Public Schools.

Murray County News—A 
ground-breaking ceremony 
has been held for a gymnasium 
addition onto Murray County 
Central High School.

Cottonwood County Citizen—
Ron Meyer, the head coach of 
the Windom Eagles from 1968 
to 1987, has died at the age of 
73.

Springfield Advance-Press—
Forty-nine seniors are 
scheduled to participate in 

commencement ceremonies at 
Springfield High School.

Canby News—Several 
options are being considered 
to improve security at Canby 
High School.  One proposal 
calls for  $170,000 in spending.

Lamberton News—The 52nd 
annual Cottonwood Cattle 
Producers’ Beef Royale will 
be held at the Lamberton 
Stockyards June 12.

Renville County Register—
Renville Health Services has 
been named the new owner of 
Prairie View of Hector Senior 
Living.
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DANIELLE ALBERG & TONY YANG
CONGRATULATIONS

 Each will each receive a $250 
scholarship from Minnwest Bank of Tracy

Keeping Farmers Farming.

MEMBER FDIC

When you want to start, sustain, or expand farming operations, turn to 
Minnwest Bank where we understand farming and support doers. With a 
term loan, FSA loan, SBA loan, line of credit or equipment leasing services, 

you can upgrade your operation or modernize technology.

Doers WelcomeTM

minnwestbank.com

Keeping Farmers Farming.

MEMBER FDIC

When you want to start, sustain, or expand farming operations, turn to 
Minnwest Bank where we understand farming and support doers. With a 
term loan, FSA loan, SBA loan, line of credit or equipment leasing services, 

you can upgrade your operation or modernize technology.

Doers WelcomeTM

minnwestbank.com

Member FDIC

250 Third Street     
Tracy, MN       

(507)629-4780

Tony Yang
Parents:  Mai Chue Thao & Neng Yang

Future Plans: South Dakota School of Mines and Technology,  Chemical 
Engineering

Activities: Band 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 2,3,4; FFA 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 
1,2,3,4; Peer Helpers 2,3,4; Big Buddies 2,3,4; National Honor Society 3,4.

Danielle Alberg
Parents:  Michael & Ellen Alberg

Future Plans: University of Minnesota/Duluth, Biochemistry/Mathematics 
Minor

Activities: Volleyball 1; Basketball 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 3,4; Band 1,2,3,4; 
Letterwinner 1,2,3,4; Secretary 4; FCCLA 1,2,3,4; Letterwinner 2,3,4; Vice 
President 2,3,4; Peer Helpers 2,3,4; Big Buddies 2,3,4; Academic Letter 3,4. 

Don’t live with nasty water…
Call today for a FREE Estimate!

(507) 629-3470 324 Emory St., Tracy, MN

(507) 836-6552
cell (507) 360-9721

Marilyn.Carlson@cambriamortgage.com

Marilyn M. Carlson
Mortgage Consultant

NMLS# 368053
Licensed in MN, SD & IA

Thinking big wiTh you in mind
• Fixed-Rate Conventional  • Jumbo Mortgage
• Adjustable-Rate Conventional  • USDA Loans
• FHA Mortgage  • MHFA Financing
• VA Mortgage • HomeReady Program

“Locally Owned and Operated”

Toll Free 1-877-SWTRASH
(507) 532-4500 • Cell:  (507) 829-8950

Dan RitteR • Scott RitteR • MaRShall, Mn
www.southwestsanitation.net

Holiday sCHedule
May 28th (Monday) – All Tracy residential trash 

and recycling routes will be a day later than normal.  
Wednesday residential moved to Thursday.

PLEASE! 
Lawn clippings DO NOT 
belong in City Streets

City of Tracy residents are asked 
to make sure their lawn mower 
clippings do not get blown into city 
streets.  Mow so your clippings are 
blown into your lawn, and away 
from the street for at least your 
first two passes.  Grass clippings 
blown into the street can clog 
storm sewer catch basins, as well 
as increase run-off of fertilizers 
and chemicals use on lawns.

City of Tracy 
Public Works 

Department

Children in the Little Panthers pre-school program in Tracy wrapped up their school year with a program May 15.  
Many of the children will be entering kindergarten next fall.  Children singing for family and friends are:  (front, from 
left) Gatlin Struchen, Aynsley Oeltjenbruns, Alexis Dahmes, Kamryn Burns, Elise Larson, Mira Hanson. Middle: Liam 
Dieter, Harper Landuyt, Hadynn Jenniges, Julia Moua, Brynn Grunden Back: Jared Swenhaugen, Adley Jones, 
Isabelle Nyquist, Makayah Wildley, Veronica Johnson, Hayden Danielson, Cal Lanoue.  Kari Landyut is the lead 
teacher for the pre-school.

Excerpts from past Tracy newspapers.Remember When
May 22, 1958 — A fast 

burning fire, caused by sparks 
from a welding machine, 
destroyed a double garage 
housing expensive shop tools 
at the George Veit farm 1 1|2 
miles southeast of Milroy 
Tuesday night about 9 o’clock. 
Louis, 20-year-old son of 
Mr. Veit was welding some 
shafting on a swather he was 
building, when sparks ignited 
material on the floor. Almost 
immediately the fire crept up 
the walls of the building and 
in minutes was out of control. 
Mrs. Veit called the Milroy fire 
department, and aroused her 
daughter Mary, 15, who had 
gone to bed for the night. Mary 
was credited with saving the 
family car when she entered 
the smoke-and flame-filled 
building to drive the ‘54 Buick 
out.

We help grads make “Top 
Marks” in Appearance — 
Hockenhull Style Shop, Tracy

Obituaries: Fred Meyer
May 23, 1968 — Swearing 

in of the housing and 
redevelopment authority, 
opening of bids for a new 
police car and reading of 
proposed ordinances will 
feature the council meeting 
Monday night. Members of 
the housing commission, to 
consider low-rent housing 
possibilities for the city, are: 
Rev. Charles Berg, James Ford, 
Marlin Legler, Ray O’Donnell 
and Mrs. Charles DeVetter.

The school board Tuesday 
canvassed the day’s annual 
election, hired four teachers, 
approved one teacher 
resignation, and approved 
the purchase of 100 new band 
uniforms.

Elected to the school board 
were John Vahle, Vernon 
Butson and Robert Roemer, 
with Mrs. Sander Ludeman 
the unsuccessful candidate in 
the four-way race for the three 
board openings.

Save on photo finishing at 
Brix Rexall Drug, Third Street 
in Tracy

May 25, 1978 — Scholarship, 
character, loyalty and service 
were among the qualities 
recognized when the Class of 
1978 was honored at Senior 
Award Night Friday. Top 
scholastic honors went to 

valedictorian Patti Hook and 
salutatorian Jim Drackley. 
They not only topped the 
96-member class in scholastic 
achievement but both were 
named Athletes of the Year 
by letterwinners. Drackley, in 
addition, was a National Merit 
Scholarship finalist.

Flowtron Fly Control, G&R 
Electric, Tracy and Milroy

Obituaries: Everett Starnes, 
Vern Dittbenner, Lori Voss

May 25, 1988 — Janet 
Hicks’ struggle for life ended 
peacefully Friday. Mrs. Hicks, 
well-known local teacher, died 
Friday at the age of 60 at the 
Christian Manor Nursing 
Home. The head teacher at 
Wee World Preschool until 
suffering a heart attack last 
summer, Mrs. Hicks had been 
in a coma for nearly 10 months. 
Funeral services were held 
Tuesday at the Tracy United 
Methodist Church. Friends 
and co-workers remember 
Mrs. Hicks as a gentle, loving 
and caring person who loved 
people, particularly children.

Obituaries: Ode Giersdorf, 
Janet Hicks

May 27, 1998 — Brad 
Nelson was appointed to the 
Tracy City Council Tuesday 
night. Nelson was named 
to fill out a vacancy created 
by the resignation of Jack 
Schaefer earlier this month. 
Nelson’s term will be for the 
remainder of 1998. Nelson 
was elected to the council in 
November of 1996, but was 
never sworn into office, after 
accepting a job in Sioux Falls, 
S.D. He has since moved back 
to Tracy. He ran again for city 
council in 1997.

Obituaries: Carole Semlow, 
Donald Buyck, Helene Jensen

May 21, 2008 — A new 
caboose is on the tracks at 
End-O-Line Railroad Park 
and Museum in Currie. The 
caboose arrived Thursday to 
take its place behind the steam 
locomotive and tender car. 
The move came about after 
members of the Sioux Valley 
Model Engineers Society of 
Sioux Falls visited End-O-Line 
last year.

Obituaries: Gordon Tholen, 
Victor R. Graham, Shirley 
Cassel

Neighbors

The public is invited to 
a 10:30 a.m. Memorial Day 
program at Bethel Cemetery 
Monday.

Pastor John Lassen will give 
the Memorial Day address.

Several readings are 
planned:  including “Heroes” 
by Malynnda Erickson; “The 
Auxiliary Prayer” by Susie 
Learing.

Gale Otto and Sue Nelson 
will share several musical 
selections.  Song leader Deb 
Willer will lead the audience 
in “Star Spangled Banner,” 

and “America the Beautiful.”  
Following the decoration of 

crosses, the Garvin American 
Legion color guard and firing 
squad will have a “Salute 
to the Dead.”  Chauncey 
Muedeking and Jeff Buyck 
will play “Taps”.

Bethel Cemetery is near 
Garvin Park, one mile east 
and one mile north of the 
intersection of Hwys. 14 & 59 
at Garvin Corner.

In case of rain, the program 
will be held indoors at Lake 
Sarah Lutheran church in 

Garvin.  Lunch will be served 
at the Garvin Auxiliary Hall 
following the program.   The 
public is welcome.  Cost is $7, 
with children five and under 
no charge.

Prior to the Bethel Cemetery 
program, the Garvin Legion 
will pay tribute to U.S. 
military veterans at several 
area cemeteries: Modum, 
8 a.m.; Lake Sarah Baptist, 
8:15 a.m.; Bethany, 8:45 a.m.; 
Hoiland, 9:15 a.m.

Pastor Lassen to speak at Bethel

With another school year 
coming to an end, students 
at Tracy Area High School 
and Tracy Area Elementary 
School will be kept rather 
busy during the final days of 
the school year.

The Lions Club’s Burgers 
and Bands event will take 
place Wednesday (May 23) at 
5:30 p.m. in the high school 
gym.

The Underclassmen 
Awards Program is scheduled 
at 8:40 a.m. Thursday in the 
high school gym. Friday is 
Community Service Day 
(approximate start time, 10 
a.m.) where students will 
be out and about doing 
community service work.

Thursday from 1 to 3 p.m., 
the new pollinator plot will be 
planted to the west of Tracy 
Area Elementary School.

Finally, commencement 
exercises begin at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday.

Over at the elementary 
school, “Water Wars” will 
take place for fifth-and sixth-
graders from 12:45 to 2:45 
p.m., today (Wednesday) 
followed by a transitional 
kindergarten program at 
2:15 p.m. Also Wednesday, 
first-graders will take a field 
trip to Brookings, second-
graders will visit Sebastian 
Park, and third-graders will 
take a tour of the city. On 
Thursday, kindergartners and 
transitional kindergartners 
will visit Garvin Park.

Sixth-grade graduation is at 
3:30 p.m. on Friday. A concert 
will take place from 1 to 2 
p.m. that day.

Last week 
of school 
underway

Pre-school program

The Tracy Municipal Liquor 
Store is showing a greatly 
improved bottom line.

Through the first three 
months of 2018, liquor store 
operations lost $2,765. That 
compares with a combined  
$20,809 loss for liquor store 
operations in January, 
February, and March of 2017.

The Tracy City Council 
reviewed the 2017 and 2018 
liquor store finances May 14.   
Council member Jeri Schons 
felt the 2018 numbers are a 
sign that the liquor store has 
“turned a corner” in its efforts 

to return to profitability.
The 2018 report shows an 

operating profit of $226 for 
January, a loss of  $1,350 in 
February, and a $1,641 loss for 
March. In 2017, the liquor store 
lost $8,697 in January,  $6,709 
in February, and  $6,402 in 
March.  Gross sales in March 
of 2018 were $45,551.

Council members urged 
local citizens to support the 
Tracy store, pointing out that 
a profitable store benefits the 
community by providing 
extra revenues for the city, 
which can be used to reduce 

the property tax levy.  A local 
liquor store also provides 
convenience to consumers, it 
was noted, and also provides 
local jobs.  

• • •
The liquor store has been 

dogged by losses over the 
past two years. During the 
2017 calendar year, the off-
sale liquor store lost $34,795.  
In 2016, Tracy liquor store 
operations—which included 
an on-sale bar for the first 
nine months—lost a combined  
$38,818.

Liquor store losses decline

FUN DAY – From front to back, Jackson Kruse, Jocelyn Alatriste, 
Mesa Edwards, Sarina Chalmers and Oakley Bornitz battle valiantly in 
a spirited game of tug-o-war during Monday’s  Fun Day for first- and 
third-graders at Tracy Area Elementary School.
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(First Date of Pub.:  Wed., May 23, 2018)
(Dates of Pub.:  Wed., May 23, 2018)

CITY OF TRACY
COUNTY OF LYON
STATE OF MINNESOTA

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED ORDINANCE 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF TRACY TO CHARGE AND COLLECT FOR 

EMERGENCY FIRE PROTECTION FIRE SERVICES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing will be held before the 
City Council on the 25th day of June, 2018, in the City Hall located at 336 
Morgan Street, Tracy, Minnesota 56175, at 6:45 p.m. to consider passing an 
ordinance authorizing the City of Tracy to charge and collect for emergency 
fire protection fire services.  

Dated this 14th day of May, 2018.

(First Date of Pub.:  Wed., May 16, 2018)
(Dates of Pub.:  Wed., May 16 & 23, 2018)

REQUEST FOR BIDS
ARTICULATING WHEEL LOADER

Description:  Lyon County is accepting bids for the purchase of ONE 
(1) NEW ARTICULATING WHEEL LOADER. The unit 
shall be a new or current production model as currently 
advertised. Two individual bids are requested; one WITH, 
and one WITHOUT a trade-in value on the existing Case 
821C owned by Lyon County and located at the Lyon 
County Regional Landfill.

Deadline:  Bids must be received before 11:00AM, MONDAY, JUNE 
11, 2018. 

 Bids may be delivered in person, or by mail to: ROGER 
SCHROEDER, LYON COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL 
DEPARTMENT, 504 FAIRGROUNDS ROAD, 
MARSHALL, MN 56258

Bid Opening: Bid Opening will be at 11:05am, Monday, June 11, 2018 
at Lyon County Public Works 504 Fairgrounds Road, 
Marshall, MN 56258 

Bid Information: Bid information and forms may be downloaded from 
the official Lyon County website: http://lyonco.org/ or 
received by contacting the Lyon County Environmental 
Administrator at 507-532-1306.

(First Date of Pub.:  Wed., May 23, 
2018)

(Dates of Pub.:  Wed., May 23 & 
30, 2018)

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF LYON
DISTRICT COURT

FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File No. 42-PR-18-587

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS

In Re:  Estate of Jerry L. Genzler, 
Decedent

Notice is given that an Application 
for Informal Appointment of 
Personal Representative was filed 
with the Registrar.  The Registrar 
accepted the application and 
appointed Lanelle Genzler, whose 
address is 131 Sheridan Street, 
Garvin, MN 56132, to serve as 
the personal representative of the 
decedent’s estate.

Any heir or other interested person 
may be entitled to appointment as 
personal representative or may 
object to the appointment of the 
personal representative.  Any 
objection to the appointment of 
the personal representative must 
be filed with the Court, and any 
properly filed objection will be heard 
by the Court after notice is provided 
to interested persons of the date of 
hearing on the objection.

Unless objections are filed, and 
unless the Court orders otherwise, 
the personal representative has the 
full power to administer the estate, 
including, after thirty (30) days from 
the issuance of letters of general 
administration, the power to sell, 
encumber, lease, or distribute any 
interest in real estate owned by the 
decedent.

Notice is further given that, 
subject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-801, 
all creditors having claims against 
the decedent’s estate are required 
to present the claims to the personal 
representative or to the Court within 
four (4) months after the date of this 
notice or the claims will be barred.

Leland Bush (Judge)
Registrar
May 18, 2018

Court File No.  42-PR-18-587

James L. Garvin, Chartered
James L. Garvin
MN# 33698
P.O. Box 1186
243 Morgan Street
Tracy, MN 56175
Telephone:  (507) 629-4940
Facsimile:  (507) 629-3851
Email:  jameslgarvin1186@gmail.
com

Professional
– Directory –

DANA F. COLE & COMPANY, LLP
Certified Public Accountants

GREG SHAW, CPA; EDWARD CARTER, ENROLLED AGENT

158 Third Street•Tracy, MN 56175•507-629-3909

BALATON DENTAL CLINIC
Dr. Richard Brown•General Dentistry•Comprehensive Dental Care for All Ages

123 THIRD STREET, BALATON, MINNESOTA
HOURS: Mon thru Thurs, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For Appointments Call (507) 734-2251

Thinking Auction?
Whether Real Estate, Farm or Household… 

Let 35 years of Auction Experience work for you!

Dave Bosacker, owner
Tracy, MN

(507) 829-5280
www.tracyauctioncenter.com

1155 Morgan Street Tracy, MN 56175 Call 629-4680
Nathan & Valerie Stephens, owners

Tracy Area
Funeral Home

Flooring Concepts 
of Tracy

Jeremy Bjorklund 829-6296
Carpet • Vinyls •Laminates

Hardwoods • Ceramics
FLOORING FOR RESIDENTIAL AND 

COMMERCIAL NEEDS

   Michael R. Thomas D.D.S. & Associates
 New Location

Patient Friendly Hours ~ Evenings & Friday Appointments
 1511 Carlson Street, Marshall, MN

507-532-3353  toll free 877-801-1988
www.smiledesignersmn.com

 M-Th 8 a.m.-7 p.m.  Fri  8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

PLACE 
YOUR AD!
Call Lisa at 629-4300.

REASONABLE RATES!

444 Craig Ave, Tracy, MN 56175
(507) 629-4510, www.lrcmn.com

Tracy’s only locally owned & operated funeral provider
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100 US Hwy. 14
Walnut Grove MN

Horvath Funeral Service

(First Date of Pub.:  Wed., May 23, 
2018)

(Dates of Pub.:  Wed., May 23 & 
30, 2018)

OFFICE OF THE MINNESOTA 
SECRETARY OF STATE

Assumed Name
Certificate of Assumed Name

Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user 
with exclusive rights to that name.  
The filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable 
consumers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.

List the exact assumed name 
under which the business is or will 
be conducted:

Rocken RC
2.  Principal Place of Business:
1125 US Hwy 59, Garvin, MN 

56132
3.  List the name and complete 

street address of all persons 
conducting business under the 

above Assumed Name, OR if an 
entity, provide the legal corporate, 
LLC, or Limited Partnership name 
and registered office address:  

Kenneth Timm, 1125 US Hwy 
59, Garvin, MN 56132

4.  I, the undersigned, certify that 
I am signing this document as the 
person whose signature is required, 
or as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities.  I further certify that 
I have completed all required fields, 
and that the information in this 
document is true and correct and 
in compliance with the applicable 
chapter of Minnesota Statutes.  I 
understand that by signing this 
document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed this 
document under oath.

Kenneth Timm
5/3/2018

Public Notice

By Per Peterson

The District 2904 School 
Board on Monday approved 
a predicted fund balance and 
a revised budget recap that 
would put the school district 
in deficit spending.

This is not the final budget, 
but a best estimate as of now. 
The final budget will be 
presented in October.

“We have the rest of May 
and June for revenues and 
expenditures to come in and 
out, so this will change,” said 
Tracy Area High School Supt. 
Chad Anderson.

As far as future fluctuations, 
Anderson said the district 
traditionally experiences 1% 
to 2% gains in revenue and 1% 
to 2% in expenditures.

“We try to budget for worst-
case scenarios,” he said.

The General Fund 
shows a deficit of $327,134, 
which includes $21,000 in 
expenditures from the roofing 
project.

“Laraway Roofing came in 
in June, therefore we had to 
put that on this budget, and 
the rest of it we put on this 
year,” Anderson said.

The Food Service fund is 
at a -$28,205 balance and 
Community Service is at a 
$18,830 deficit. The total in 
deficit spending as of now is 
-$279,364.

“We knew with declining 
enrollment we would have 
deficit spending; we predicted 
much larger deficit spending,” 
said Anderson. “The bad news 
is we are in deficit spending; 
however, we were expecting 
it to be about a half-million 
dollars more.”

• • •
The board approved a 

Lead-In-Water and Paint 
Management plan where 
public school districts and 
charter schools must, by July 
1, 2018, adopt the model plan 
developed by the Minnesota 
Department of Health and 
the Minnesota Department 
of Education or develop and 
adopt a permanent plan. 
This would include a testing 
schedule for all buildings 
serving pre-kindergarten 
students and students in 
kindergarten through grade 
12. 

Each drinking water tap 
or water source used in food 
preparation must be tested 
at a minimum of once every 
five years. Testing must begin 
by July 1, 2018, and complete 
testing of all buildings that 
serve students must be within 
five years.

In other business:
The board approved 2018 

fall coaches and the summer 
recreation employees for this 
summer.

The board approved an 
insurance agreement with 
EMC.

The board approved a 
special agreement with 
teacher Stephanie Kor to 
obtain  coursework to earn 
a “College Now” instructor 
license. The district will pay 
for the cost of tuition for a 
master of Science in Education 
and Kor is responsible 
for 18 credits in political 
science. The agreement 
follows the Memorandum 
of Understanding for the 
College in the School Teaching 
Assignment in the TEA 17-19 
Master Agreement.

The board passed a 
resolution to approve the 
2018-19 membership in the 
Minnesota State High School 
League.

The board approved 
maternity leave requests by 
fourth-grade teacher Kacie 
Pistorius from Sept. 24, 2018-
Jan. 2, 2019 and TAHS social 
studies teacher Stephanie 
Kor from Oct. 12, 2018-Dec. 7, 
2018.

• • •
K-12 enrollment dropped 

from 699 a month ago to 689 
in May. This is down 15 from 
a year ago, 45 from 2016 and 
54 from 2015. This year’s 
graduating class stands at 48 
— the lowest Anderson said 
he could recall for the senior 
class.

CITY CLEAN-UP. Tracy residents had a chance to dispose of 
unwanted household materials Saturday  at the City of Tracy’s spring 
clean-up day.  Items could be brought to dumpsters north of the 
municipal liquor store.

experienced is city 
governmental work on a daily 
basis.

“I have vast experience 
based on owning a business 
myself, to working in the 
military, working with the 
fire department,” Ambuehl 
said. “The only thing about 
my experience is it hasn’t 
been day-to-day. I think I can 
cover that with my business 
experience and background.”

Tracy Mayor Pam Cooreman, 
who phoned Ambuehl on 
Monday to officially offer him 
the job, said it’s good to have a 
new city administrator hired. 
Public Works Director Shane 
Daniels has been filling the 
role on an interim basis since 
the resignation of Madonna 
Peterson last year.

“We appreciate the job that 
Shane did, but it’s a relief to 
have it over with,” Cooreman 
said. “Now we can move on 
and keep going and try to get 
Tracy back on track. We had 
two good finalists, and it’s 
nice to have someone who is 
so excited about coming here. 
I think the people of Tracy 
are going to fall in love with 
him. He’s a very personable 
person.”

In his final interview, 
Ambuehl, of Little Falls, 
described himself as someone 
with a “really diverse 
background.” He has military 
experience and has owned 
several businesses. He started 
his own body shop/parts/
towing business six months 
after post-secondary schooling 
at Ridgewater College in 
Willmar and Central Lakes 
College in Brainerd.

“It ended up developing 
into a multi-million dollar 
business,” Ambuehl said. “I 
ran that for 11 years.”

Ambuehl had 32 employees 
under him at his high 

point with the business. He 
maintains a good relationship 
with all of his employees to 
this day, he said.

After he closed his business 
— which he called a low 
point in his life — Ambuehl 
found himself at Camp Ripley, 
where he became an instructor 
teaching leadership classes.

“It’s an experience in its 
own — dealing with the 
demographics that are coming 
from different area of the 
country,” he said.

Ambuehl is currently 
pursuing his Master’s degree 
in Public Administration at 
Upper Iowa University.

• • •
Ambuehl said he is familiar 

with the Tracy City Council’s 
recent vitriolic past, which 
included a failed recall vote 
to remove one of its members. 
He said he did a lot of research 
on the situation and actually 
wrote a paper about recall 
elections after studying the 
process. He said those kinds of 
situations can be avoided.

“I think you can work 
through anything with 
proper communication,” he 
said. “I think you can go to 
the source of 99 percent of 
the problems and see a lack 
of communication between 
people. And you need definite 
expectations for everyone.”

Ambuehl said he is confident 
he can help the council work 
through any similar challenges 
in the future.

• • •
Councilman Tony Peterson 

asked Ambuehl what makes 
him the best fit for Tracy.

“I think my diverse 
background, and working 
with people in all levels of 
business and government 
to different levels of income 
— I have such a diverse 
background in that,” Ambuehl 

said. “I have been involved in 
projects like purchasing fire 
trucks.”

Ambuehl has 18-and-a-half 
years of working with the 
Little Falls Fire Department.

“I understand the logistics 
and I understand the money 
standpoint,” he said. 

Ambuehl also said the 
city will never have another 
person work harder than he 
will — “I was literally forced 
to take vacation in my last 
job,” he said. “You have to be 
dedicated to your job. If you 
don’t like it and don’t like 
your work environment, that’s 
the beginnings of a hostile 
work environment.”

Ambuehl also touted his 
leadership experience. 

• • •
Councilwoman Jeri Schons 

asked Ambuehl about his 
experience working with 
budgets and grants.

“Running a business for 
multiple years and starting out 
small, I ran every aspect, from 
accounts payable to accounts 
receivable, to advertising,” 
Ambuehl said. “It was 
my money at that point. I 
understand money when it’s 
mine, I understand money 
when it’s someone else’s.”

Ambuehl said he’s worked 
as part of a team for grants 
—  mostly related to the fire 
department.

“I’ve dealt with asking for 
a lot of money — you have 
to justify the cause, how it’s 
applicable, who benefits,” he 
said. 

• • •
One of Ambuehl’s first 

priorities, he said, will be 
to meet as many people as 
possible and ascertain what 
their concerns are and what 
their expectations of him are.

“I don’t want to just show 
up Monday through Friday, be 

in the job for eight hours a day, 
then close the door and walk 
away,” he said. “I want to be 
involved in my community.”

Ambuehl said he wants 
to be involved in as many 
community events as 
possible, but doesn’t want to 
micromanage them. 

“If they need my help, I 
want to help,” he said. “I don’t 
want to step on anyone’s toes. 
I want to impact people’s lives 
directly.”

Ambuehl said it’s also 
important to get city 
employees’ expectations of 
him.

• • •
Ambuehl said controlling 

the day-to-day operations is 
key to the city administrator 
position. He said solving a 
problem immediately and 
keeping it from landing before 
the city council if possible is 
important. He said he would 
like to take care of every 
problem at his level that is 
appropriate.

“There are certain things 
that need to be brought to the 
council, but there are certain 
things that you don’t have 
time to deal with,” he said.

• • •
Ambuehl and his wife, 

Jessica, have three daughters, 
Ava, Adella and Kinzlee. He 
said the family will begin 
house shopping soon. He said 
he loves the city of Tracy and 
thinks it has a lot of unique 
opportunities.

“I’m really excited to join 
the team and be a member 
of the community,” he said. 
“One of the things that caught 
my attention was you’ve got 
a knowledgable mayor and 
council that come from pretty 
diverse backgrounds. Their 
experience and their goals 
match mine.”

Administrator: ‘Diverse background’
Continued from page one

TRACY WEATHER
 H L P
May 1 66 44 .09
May 2 64 40 .01
May 3 70 48
May 4 78 51
May 5 83 54 .03
May 6 77 52
May 7 83 59
May 8 67 58 .23
May 9 72 52 .01
May 10 57 42 .09
May 11 47 44 .26
May 12 59 46 .01
May 13 70 50 
May 14 71 55 .41
May 15 78 54
May 16 84 60
May 17 84 64
May 18 82 51
May 19 64 47
May 20 68 49
May 21 62 56 .05
May 22  64

Weather

School budget shows 
$327,000 deficit
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60TH WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY: Open House 
celebration for Leon and Susan 
Mumm, Sat., May 26th 2018, 
3 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Bitton’s 
Roadhouse, Garvin MN. Let 
your presence be your gift.  21x

FOR SALE: 3-4 person hot 
tub. Hotspring Jetsetter. Price 
negotiable. Call 507-829-1607.    
23x

WILDER INN SEEKING PART-
TIME HELP for overnight shifts 
& weekend shifts. Also summer 
fill-in hours. Pick-up application 
or call 507-626-1178.  21x

READING AND MATH CORP 
TUTORS WANTED: Tracy 
Elementary is looking for 2 caring 
adults to serve with Minnesota 
Reading and Math Corps to 
help kids become successful 
in reading and math. Tutors 
come from many backgrounds 
and include recent high school 
and college grads, career 
changers, stay-at-home parents 
and retirees. With training, 
support from onsite coaches 
and evidence-based strategies, 
tutors are well equipped to 
change lives. No previous 
teaching experience necessary! 
Tutors earn a living allowance, 
education award (up to 5,920) 
to repay student loans or pay 
tuition, and federal student loan 
forbearance. Tutors may be 
eligible for health insurance 
and child care assistance. 
To read more about the 
program, including full position 
descriptions, and to apply, 

visit www.readingandmath.
net Questions? Contact 
recruitment@servetogrow.org or 
866-859-2825. Open until filled. 
Equal Opportunity Employer.  
21x
LIQUOR STORE 
CLERK WANTED: 
The City of Tracy is seeking 
applications for a part-time 
Liquor Store Clerk. Must be able 
to work evenings, weekends, 
and holidays. Duties: Assisting 
customers, cashiering, stocking 
shelves and coolers, lifting beer 
and liquor cases, and some data 
entry. High School Diploma or 
Equivalent, retail experience, 
preferably in the liquor industry, 
and excellent customer service 
skills required. Must be 21 years 
of age or older. Salary: $10.13 per 
hour. Opening date: 05/23/2018. 
Closing date: 06/07/2018 or until 
filled. Full Position Description 
and  Application are available 
on-line at www.tracymn.org. 

Submit a  resume and cover 
letter along with the application 
to  sdaniels@tracymn.org or 
send to City Administrator, City 
of Tracy, 336 Morgan Street, 
Tracy, MN 56175. 22x

TAKING APPLICATIONS for 1 
BR apartments.  Stove, fridge, 
and most utilities included.  Rent 
is based upon income.  Call 
Twin Circle Apt. 507-629-3160.  
Equal Housing Opportunity. 
21tfx
FOR RENT: Tracy Area Housing, 
1 and 2 BR apartments, off 
street parking, on-site laundry, 
A/C, water, sewer and garbage 
included in unit. EHO Call Mary 
at 507-995-4287.  9tfx

SERVICE: Tired of carrying your 
own salt or forgetting to bring salt 
home? Let Culligan bring your 
salt and make everyone happy. 
Call Culligan Water Conditioning 
of Tracy at 507-629-3470 and 
ask for Salt Delivery service.  
30tfx

CARD OF THANKS: We want to 
thank the museum for hosting an 
appreciation day for Art & I. We 
would also like to thank our family 
and friends for sharing the day 
with us. We really appreciated 
it. It was wonderful! 21x 

Art & Karen Peterson

For Sale

Wanted

For Rent

Card of Thanks

Notice

Open House

Equal Opportunity Employer / Protected Veterans / Individuals with Disabilities

Full-Time. Requires driving to C & B John Deere dealerships in SW MN and NW IA.
For full description and to apply:  www.deerequipment.com

$200 OFF
4 WINDOWS OR MORE

with this coupon

Family Owned and Operated
CUSTOM WINDOWS • 712-720-0759

MEMORIAL DAY SALE!

*White vinyl, double hung, double pane windows; four windows minimum; up to 101 ui.
Standard installation includes removal of wood windows without capping or Low E.

• Free Installation
• Lifetime Warranty

• Financing Available:
12 MONTHS SAME AS CASH

                                     Week of May 20, 2018             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
now hiring at a location near you! 
Apply at www.usps.com/careers! 
Stop at your local post offi ce or email 
Northlandjobs@usps.gov for details.

NOW HIRING! PROGRAMMERS 
software engineers, analysts. World 
class pay, great benefi ts, relocation 
allowance. Aatrix Software Inc. Grand 
Forks, ND. Email: jobs@aatrix.com

RUGBY FARMERS UNION 
Elevator Company, Rugby, ND 
seeking qualifi ed CEO/GM candidates. 
Successful GRAIN CO-OP, Sales $100 
million. Agricultural business manage-
ment, fi nancial experience desired. Visit: 
https://tinyurl.com/y997j4or 320/219-0270
D a v i d . L e m m o n @ c h s i n c . c o m

LOSING SOYBEAN YIELD 
to white mold? New EPA registered seed 
treatment, Heads Up Plant Protectant, 
now available. Ask your seed dealer. Call 
866/368-9306 or www.headsupST.com

COLT, WINCHESTER, SPRINGFIELD
Sharps, Spencer, S&W, Marlin, Rem-
ington & more! Antique vintage fi rearm 
simulcast auction. June 3, 2018. Info 
at MikkelsonAuction.com Mikkelson
Realty and Auctioneers, Lic. 21-55

FREON R12 WANTED: 
Certifi ed buyer will pay CA$H for R12 
cylinders or cases of cans. 312/291-9169;
w w w . r e f r i g e r a n t f i n d e r s . c o m

MOTORCYCLES WANTED 
Two-stroke Triples. Two-stroke 
Enduros. Z1, KZ900, CB750, 
XS650. Call: 612/655-3320

BUYING AND SELLING 
gold & silver, collector coins, diamonds, 
gold jewelry, silver dollars, rare currency, 
any gold or silver items. Kuehl’s Coins, 
Fairmont, Minnesota 507/235-3886

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save! Call our licensed Canadian & Inter-
national pharmacy, compare prices & get 
$25.00 OFF your fi rst prescription! Call 
877/210-2257 Promo Code: CDC201725

A PLACE FOR MOM 
The nation’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our trusted, 
local experts today! Our service is 
free/no obligation. Call 844/347-2104

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 800/439-1735

DISH NETWORK 
190+ channels. Free install. Free hopper 
HD-DVR. $49.99/month (24 mos.) Add 
high speed internet - $14.95 (where avail.) 
Call today & save 25%! 855/562-4309

DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE 
Over 150 channels, only $35/month 
(for 12 mos.) Order now! Get a $100 
AT&T Visa Rewards gift card (some 
restrictions apply) Call 844/279-6018

MISCELLANEOUSEMPLOYMENT

SEED/FEED/GRAINS

BUYING

AUCTIONS

MISCELLANEOUS

HELP WANTED

WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE

WANTED TO BUY

HIRE YOUR HELP HERE!
One phone call & only $279 to reach a 

statewide audience of 3 million readers!!!
1-800-279-2979

EMR & EMT PosiTions

Murray County Ambulance has an opening for an EMR and 
EMT.  Varied 12 hour week day and week night shifts available.  
Required to work one weekend every 4th week.  Must stay within 
5 minutes of the ambulance garage, or stay in the living quarters 
on site during shifts.

This is a volunteer position.  On-call pay is provided, along with 
a stipend for runs.  Applicant must be 18 years of age and have 
a valid driver’s license.  An EMR or EMT license is required.  For 
information contact Jenni at 507-836-8780.

If interested in being a part of a caring and progressive environment, 
please complete an application located at murraycountymed.org.  
Print, complete, and submit to:  
hr@murraycountymed.org

We look forward to hearing from you and having you join the 
MCMC team.

Murray County 
MediCal Center

in Slayton, Mn
has the following positions available:

•  Help students build reading or math skills
•  Serve 5+ hours, every school day (Aug. - June)
•  Get tuition or student loan help for yourself, 

your child or grandchild
•  Full-time positions receive free health insurance

Learn more and apply at:  readingandmath.net

• Help students build reading or math skills
CHANGE THE FUTURE; BECOME A TUTOR 

We would like to thank the following 
sponsors for their generosity with our  

2018 Prom and After Prom events:
The following were inadvertently missed 

from our previous ad:

Thank You for 
your Generosity!

JENNA BUYCK
CHAD & STACIE BUYSSE

JOHNSON FAMILY DENTAL CARE
MINNWEST INSURANCE - JEREMY TRULOCK

PROMOTIONS PLUS
RALPH & MYRNA SURPRENANT

RAY & JANET RANDALL
TRACY ACE

Nick Peterson 
5-9 p.m. at Peterson Garage 

248 2nd St., Tracy

Anna Zwach 
1-4 p.m. at her home 
348 4th St. E., Tracy

Quentin Cochran 
2-6 p.m. at his home 
401 4th St. E., Tracy

Alecia Christian 
6-10 p.m. at her home 

1873 210th Ave., Currie

Nadia Winge 
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Tracy Methodist Church, Tracy

Stewart Chisham
3:30-7 p.m. at the home

of Steve & Wendy Johnson 
1036 340th Ave., Tracy

Emily Bonderson
4-7 p.m. at the

Tracy Ambulance Garage
in Tracy

Sarita Hook
5-9 p.m. at her home 

11333 180th St., Tracy

Kaylee Kirk
5:30-9 p.m. at her 

grandparents’ home
1774 US Hwy 14, Balaton

Alex Rolling
1-4 p.m. at the Tracy Fire Hall

231 2nd St., Tracy

Austin Buchholz
2-5 p.m. at 

Bitton’s Roadhouse, Garvin
 
 

Evelyn & Moses Dolan
6-10 p.m. at their home 
17237 270th St., Lucan

 
Kathrine Miller

12-4 p.m. at 
Garvin Congregational Church

240 Grant St., Garvin

Open House Graduations
Friday, May 25 Sunday, May 27 Saturday, June 2

Sunday June 3

Saturday, May 26

MICHAEL’S PAINTING & DRYWALL REPAIR
487 Second Street Tracy MN (507) 626-5354

michaelspaintingdrywallmn.com

2 YEAR WARRANTY ON ALL EXTERIOR WORK!
No Job Too Big or Too Small! 16 Years Of Experience!

Interior/Exterior Painting
Deck & Fence Stain, Paint or 

Repair

Drywall Repair
Pressure Washing

AND SO MUCH MORE!

“I’m Ron Vandendriessche 
‘The Tall Belgian’ 

your EcoWater Man.  
I am smiling. I am courteous.

I know all about the 
only ‘Eco’ you can 
put in your home.  

Call me to rent or buy!”

ItÕ s That Good.¨

801 West Main • Marshall, MN
532-6547 or (800) 742-6609

Hello!

Lyle Noomen
Owner

507-530-1432
2756 181st St.

Currie MN 56123

• Basements
• Pads
• Hog/Cattle Pits
• demolition
• grove removal



20 TRACY HEADLIGHT-HERALDWEDNESDAY, MAY 23,2018

Vocal Pops
The annual Vocal Pops concert gave TAHS seniors 

one last chance to perform together on stage, and they 
rocked the high school gymnasium. 

FAREWELL SONG — Seniors Rebecca Surprenant, Evy Dolan and Alecia Christian enjoy a special moment while singing “I’ll Always Remember You.” 
The seniors’ special song was followed by — and even interrupted by — many tears from each.

Sarita Hook (left) and MaiDee Vang present a gift to choir director Wendy 
Johnson on behalf of the choir’s senior members.

MaiDee Vang once again hit all 
the high notes in one of the chamber 
choir’s selections.

Evy Dolan performed her first 
solo — “Dancing on My Own.”

Miranda Spanovich sings “All I 
Ask.”

Emily Bonderson was one of many seniors who 
were overcome with emotion at the concert.

Evy Dolan and former TAHS band director 
Clinton Peterson share a special moment after the 
concert.

Many tears were among seniors after the 
concert.

Kristin Bohn sang “My Church” as her fellow senior high choir members accompanied her.

Amy Yang and Mua Wan Her teamed up to present their rendition 
of “Riptide.”

Tristan Xiong and Mai See Thao put their emotions into their 
performance of “Say Something.”

The Junior High Choir gets into the spirit of “Pompeii.”

Never one to shy away from the spotlight, Stewart 
Chisham showed off some dance moves while 
channeling his inner Freddie Mercury in his rendition 
of the Queen hit “Don’t Stop Me Now.”

Old Glory’s last respects
The Tracy American Legion and Auxiliary, and the Daughters of the American Revolution 

retired dozens of worn and tattered American flags from service with a flag-burning ceremony 
Monday night (left). Tracy Cub Scouts Pack 31 were among those in attendance.  Legion 
members Jans Visker and Gale Otto began the evening with a demonstration for Cub Scouts, 
on the proper way to fold an American flag (top right). Legion members shared information on 
what the different parts of the flag symbolize.  Legion members spent more than two hours 
burning old flags that had been given to them by the public. (Photos courtesy Kyleen Olson)
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Monday – June 4 – Wednesday, June 20
•	 PRESALE	**	Kids	Party	wristbands	and	ducks	available	
at	 Springfield’s	 Financial	 Institutions,	 Runnings,	 Jim’s	
Market	 &	 Expressway	 –	Wristbands	 $25	 -	 $35/at	 the	
gate.	 	Ducks	$5	or	3/$12.	Wristband	good	both	days.	
Must	be	18	or	over	to	purchase	ducks.	

Wednesday – June 20 until Found
•	 Medallion	Hunt	-Clues	will	be	posted	at	City	hall,	Web	
site	and	Facebook	page.	(Kids	Hunt	$100	Adults	Hunt	
-	 $400	 in	Chamber	Bucks).	Sponsored	by	Springfield	
Area	Chamber	of	Commerce

Thursday – June 21
•	 SAL	Food	Stand	&	Beer	Garden	@	American	Legion		
4-11	p.m.

•	 Sleepy	Eye	Concertina	Band		@	Legion	5-8	p.m.
•	 Kiddie	 Parade	 -	 5:45	 line	 up	@	 East	 Parking	 Lot	 of	
Springfield	Public	School	Held	@	Brown’s	Park	-	starts	
@	6	p.m.	-	Sponsored	by	F	&	M	Bank.

•	 Minnesota	 Over	 60’s	 Band	 	 &	 Ice	 Cream	 Social	 @	
Brown’s	Park		7	p.m.		

•	 Legion	Baseball	@	Riverside	Park	@	7	p.m.
•	 LeBon	on	Central	–	“Society	of	Broken	Souls”	@	7	p.m.

Friday – June 22
•	 Duck	Race	–	Cottonwood	River	–	Riverside	Park	Bridge	
@	12	noon

•	 “Kids	Party	 in	 the	Park”	@	Riverside	Park	–	12	noon.	
to	5	p.m.	Concessions	available	–Taco	in	a	Bag,	Coney	
Dogs,	Hot	Dogs,	Mini	Donuts,	Kettle	Corn	&	More!

•	 “Knockerball	Marshall”	@	Riverside	Park	Softball	Field	
–	12	noon	to	5	p.m.	

•	 Chinese	Cream	Cheese	Wontons	–	3-9	p.m.	@	Jim’s	
Market	parking	 lot.	Sponsored	by	New	Life	Assembly	
Church

•	 SAL	Food	Stand	&	Beer	Garden	@	Am.	Legion	4-11p.m.
•	 Springfield	Golf	Club	–	“Play	18	holes	of	golf	and	Pay	
for	9”	Friday	-	Sunday

•	 Grand	Parade	-	starts	@	6:30	p.m.
•	 Amateur	Baseball	–	8	p.m.	@	Riverside	Park	
•	 Street	Dance	-		8	p.m.	to	Midnight	–	@	American	Legion	
(Lang	Entertainment)

•	 Duck	 race	 &	 Medallion	 Hunt	 winners	 announced	 at	
Legion	-	8:00p.m.

Saturday – June 23
•	 5K	 Fun	 Run/Walk	 –	 7	 a.m.	 registration	 8	 a.m.	 (Start	
time)	 	 @	 the	 Community	 Center	 Sponsored	 by	
Springfield	Mayo	Clinic	Health	System	and	Springfield	
Wellness	Team

•	 FREE	 kid’s	 Fishing	 Derby	 10-11	 a.m.	 @	 Salonek’s	
Pond	–	Ages	12	and	under	(Need	to	be	accompanied	
by	 an	 Adult)	 Bait	 Provided.	 Bring	 your	 own	 fishing	
rod.	 	 Prizes	Awarded.	Sponsored	 by	Springfield	Area	
Chamber	of	Commerce.	

•	 “Kids	Party	in	the	Park”	@		Riverside	Park	–	11a.m.	to	
5	p.m.	Concessions	available	–Taco	 in	a	Bag,	Coney	
Dogs,	Hot	Dogs,	Mini	Donuts,	Kettle	Corn	&	More!

•	 “Knockerball	Marshall”	@	Riverside	Park	Softball	Field	
–	11	a.m.	to	5	p.m.

•	 Co-ed	 Bean	 Bag	 Tournament	 @	 Riverside	 Park	 –	
Registration	11:30	a.m.-	starts	at	12	noon.	Hamburger	
Stand	and	Beer	Wagon	-	Sponsored	by	the	Springfield	
Fire	Dept.

•	 Chinese	Cream	Cheese	Wontons	3	 -	9	p.m.	@	Jim’s	
Market	 parking	 lot	 Sponsored	 by	 New	 Life	Assembly	
Church

•	 SAL	Food	Stand	&	Beer	Garden	@	American	Legion		
4	-	11	p.m.

•	 Firemen’s	Pork	Chop	Feed	4:30-8	p.m.	@	Springfield	
Fire	Station

•	 Firemen’s	Street	Dance	9p.m.	-	1	a.m.	“Hicktown	Mafia”	
@	Springfield	Fire	Station

Sunday, June 24
•	 Baseball	 –	Town	Team	 	 –	Springfield	 vs.	Gibbon	 –	 5	
p.m.

We	invite	you	to	contact	the	Springfield	Area	Community	Center	for	your	
next	event.		The	Center	can	seat	500-600	people	for	business	meetings,	
conventions,	weddings	or	social	gatherings.		It	can	be	divided	into	smaller	
rooms.		For	additional		information	contact	Jill	at	507-723-3517	or	e-mail	
communitycenter@springfieldmn.org

•	 Disc	Golf	–	18	holes
•	 Golf	–	9	holes
•	 Swimming	pool	with	figure	8	water	slide
•	 5	City	Parks
•	 3	miles	of	paved	trails	for	hiking/biking/

walking
•	 Riverside	Park	Trail	-	Skate	boarding,	

Horseshoe	 Courts,	 Tennis	 Courts,	
Picnic	Shelters,	Sand	Volleyball	Court,	
Sure	Putt	Disc	Game,	Basketball	Court

•	 Springfield	Bowling	Lanes
•	 Video	rental	–	Jim’s	Market
•	 Historic	Downtown
•	 Five	 businesses	 that	 cater	 to	 your	

appetite	–		Fast	food	to	Steakhouse

•	 Microtel	Inn	and	Suites	with	pool	
•	 Rothenburg	Campground:		47	sites,	17	

full	hookup,	24	electric/water	hookups,	
some	have	cement	pads,	6	tent	sites.		
Credit	cards	accepted.		507-723-3517.

Prairie Fire Children’s Theater

“Robin Hood”
June	8	–	7	p.m.
June	9	–	2	p.m.

Springfield Public School  
Performing Arts Center

…has a lot to share RiveRside days June 20 – 24, 2018

For additional information – 507-723-3508 • www.springfieldmnchambermn.org    e-mail:  spfdchamber@newulmtel.net
Facebook - www.facebook.com/SpringfieldAreaChamberOfCommerceCvb

Twitter.com/SpfdChamberMN@SpfdChamberMN

RiveRside days June 20 – 24, 2018

Kids Party in the Park
WAter SlideS, inflAtAbleS & GAme StAndS

ConCeSSion StAndS
friday, June 22 • noon-5 p.m.

Saturday, June 23 • 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Duck	Race	at	Noon	on	Friday	–	Ducks	$5	ea.	or	3/$12

Pre-Sale	Wrist	Bands	&	Ducks	available	at	Springfield’s	Financial	
Institutions,	Runnings,	Jim’s	Market	&	Expressway	June	4	–	20.	

Must	be	18	or	over	to	purchase	ducks	or	wristbands.
Dougy’s	Balloon	Twisting	Artist

Making	Faces	Mankato	Face	Painting
Wrist Band $25 Pre-sale/$35 at the Gate

Some anglers go above and beyond 
to make fishing better in Minnesota by 
purchasing walleye stamps that help the 
Department of Natural Resources add 
walleye to lakes where there otherwise 
would be none.

 “Buying a walleye stamp is a 
concrete way to help maintain fishing 
opportunities in Minnesota,” said Neil 
Vanderbosch, DNR fisheries program 
consultant.

Funds from walleye stamps go toward 
the cost of purchasing 4- to 6-inch walleye 
called fingerlings from private fish farms 
for stocking into lakes. A walleye stamp 
is not required to fish for or keep walleye.

Anglers with a fishing license can 
purchase the walleye stamp validation 
for $5, and for an extra 75 cents can 
have the pictorial stamp mailed to 
them. Walleye stamps can be purchased 
anywhere Minnesota fishing licenses are 
sold, online at mndnr.gov/buyalicense 
or by phone by calling 888-665-4236. 
Alternatively, anglers can download a 
form found at mndnr.gov/stamps and 
return it to the DNR to have the stamp 
mailed.

The DNR raises and stocks walleye, 
but also buys walleye fingerlings from 
private producers to be stocked into lakes 

– walleye stamp sales help pay for these 
fish. Since 2009, funds from the walleye 
stamp have purchased over 40,000 
pounds of walleye fingerlings that have 
been stocked in the fall, all over the state. 
Walleye fingerlings generally are stocked 
in lakes that do not have naturally 
reproducing walleye populations.

A vast majority of the walleye 
Minnesota anglers catch come from 
waters where the fish reproduce 
naturally – about 260 larger walleye 
lakes and in large rivers. But because 
of stocking, walleye can be found in an 
additional 1,050 Minnesota lakes spread 
throughout the state.

Walleye stamp boosts state fisheries programs

Buying a walleye stamp helps support Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
fisheries programs.

A new disc golf course has been added 
to the Rock River Campground and Park 
in Edgerton.

The campground, situated on the 
Rock River in Edgerton’s Southwest 
corner, has 16 campsites with full hook-
ups available. The park includes a 
fishing pond, picnic shelter, playground, 
bike trail, walking trail and a free sewer 
dump site.  

Disc golf comes
to Edgerton
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State park open houses are June 9
Minnesota’s 75 state parks will offer free admission on 

Saturday, June 9, for National Get Outdoors Day.  Special 
activities will be offered at many parks.

At Lake Shetek State Park in Murray County, the park’s 
“Friends” group is sponsoring  their annual pork burger picnic.  
Serving will be from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the park’s picnic 
shelter.  In addition to a griller burger or hot dog, the $6 meal 

includes a scoop of baked beans, chips, dessertand a beverage.  
Additional burgers are just a dollar.

The Friends of Lake Shetek State Park is a non-profit group 
that helps fund special projects at the park.  New members are 
welcome.

Annual memberships are $25.  Annual projects include a 
spring Easter Egg hunt and a fall Pumpkin Festival.

Kids’ can win fishing poles
A weekly drawing will be held this 

summer at Shetek State Park.  Two 
children will win a fishing pole every 
Saturday, in a drawing  sponsored by 
the Friends of Lake Shetek State Park.



By Scott Thoma

Ideas for enhancing a 65-mile corridor 
of the Minnesota River Valley as a diverse 
recreational area are being explored by 
a partnership involving Renville and 
Redwood counties and the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources.

The “Minnesota River Valley 
Recreation and Conservation Area 
Master Plan” shared a vision of 
protecting, restoring and enhancing the 
natural historical and cultural resources 
of the Minnesota River Valley for current 
and future generations to explore and 
enjoy in these two counties.

“The corridor that the master plan 
considers is two miles on either side of 
the Minnesota River in Redwood and 
Renville counties,” said Cathi Fouchi, 
DNR Region 4 Planner. “The main 
cities in the corridor are Redwood 
Falls, Morton and Franklin. Delhi is just 
outside the boundary.”

Fouchi noted that The Lower Sioux 
Indian Community is also partially 
within the corridor  “though it will not 
be automatically included in actions. We 
consult with the LSIC representatives 
as we move forward with project 
objectives.”

Discussions to preserve and improve 
the corridor area began around 10 years 
ago by Renville and Redwood county 
citizens, who then sought assistance 
through state and federal programs to 
protect and promote the river valley’s 
natural and cultural heritage.

“This project started locally before I 
was involved from a state standpoint,” 
said Fouchi. “As I understand it, local 
leaders who were trying to improve the 
economic diversity, improve local quality 
of life, and decrease (wildlife) population 
loss, came up with the original idea.”

The state-regional level of the DNR 
got involved in the project in late 
2010, holding joint meetings to better 
understand what the local advocates 
were interested in doing.

“We also held internal DNR meetings 
to determine, legally and policy-wise, 
some of the things locals were asking 
for,” said Fouchi. “The topic was bumped 
up to the DNR Central Office in 2012 and 
the DNR Commissioner convened an 
official citizen’s advisory committee.”

In 2013, Renville and Redwood 

county citizens, along with conservation 
groups, business owners and land 
owners banded together with local, 
state and federal officials to present their 
recommendations to the Commissioner 
of the DNR.

The Minnesota State Legislature 
directed the DNR to create a plan for 

the area in 2014. Renville and Redwood 
counties then received a grant and 
partnered with the DNR to develop a 
master plan in 2015.

“We decided it would be the best plan 
to work together on the master plan,” 
said Fouchi. “Producing something we 
could both work from. That plan was 

completed last June.”
Working with the public remained a 

top priority for the county offices and the 
DNR.

The main topic areas mentioned by 
the public for goals and actions in the 
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Andrew Kopperud, MD, Pediatrics  
Kelly Hoffman, FNP, Family Medicine  

Joe Bretschneider, PA-C, Family  Medicine 
Amanda Glanzer, FNP, Family  Medicine

Make a personal, lifelong connection with a primary 
care provider at Sanford Tracy. Our team specializes 
in preventive care as well as the diagnosis and 
management of  chronic conditions.

Call (507) 629-8400 to schedule an appointment.

Joe Bretschneider, PA-C, Family  MedicineJoe Bretschneider, PA-C, Family  Medicine
Amanda Glanzer, FNP, Family  Medicine

Expert health care

FOR ALL AGES.

River corridor plan seeks to enhance 65-mile stretch
Think you have to travel out-of-state to paddle through some white water?  Think again.  The Minnesota River Valley is just a short drive away.  (Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources).

River corridor:  
See page four



plans centered around five topics:
· Create an expanded recreation 

network for residents and visitors that 
complements the Minnesota River 
Valley’s diverse natural and cultural 
resources.

· Create a connected network of high 
quality natural and/or visual resources 
providing balance with recreation 
resources where appropriate.

·  Celebrate and highlight the unique 
cultural heritage and history of the area.

·  Expand natural and cultural 
education opportunities.

·  Develop a framework for outdoor 
recreation, cultural and educational 
opportunities while respecting private 
property.

“The DNR is currently developing 
a state addendum to the county master 
plan which deals with administration 
and management of state lands within 
the project,” said Fouchi. “The DNR is 
determining what steps are needed to 
designate a State Recreational Area in a 
portion of the project area.”

There is no timetable for the plan’s 
completion due to several factors.

“The variables include the willingness 
of locals to leave a recreational legacy, 
success in finding and obtaining funding 
for the project, and the local and state 
political process,” Fouchi said.

Because the master plan is in its infant 
stages, it is still undetermined as to 
how much funding is needed to see the 
ultimate goal come to fruition.

It’s somewhat unusual for two 
counties to be working collaboratively 
on a project of this type with the DNR.

“From talking with the county 
consultant (Great Outdoors Consulting) 
and searching to find assistance/
precedence on various parts of the 
planning, I think it is fairly unusual,” 
Fouchi said, “although it’s not entirely 
out of the realm of resource planning.”

There have been no major setbacks 
since the master plan was instituted, but 
the process will take time, patience and 
funding to continue moving forward.

“I was a little surprised by the amount 
of time it has taken to move together on 
this project,” said Fouchi. “There is a 
tremendous amount of communication 
required to move everyone forward in 
a way they are comfortable with, and 
to make sure the public is involved/
informed as the process moves forward. 
That said, it is better to take the time 
than to try and rush through and leave 
someone out.”

While the master plan’s outline 
focuses on expanding a wide range of 
recreational opportunities, the counties 
and DNR felt it was equally important 

that a trail network be developed to 
connect communities in the corridor to 
those opportunities.

The plan addresses those lands in 
Renville and Redwood counties that are 
in the Valley, bluffs, ¼-mile beyond the 
blufflines of the Minnesota River and its 
tributaries two miles from their mouth, 
and connections to the Upper Sioux 
Agency and Fort Ridgley State Park.

Among the goals recommended and 
passed by a majority vote of the Citizen’s 
Advisory Committee were:

GOAL A: Increase access to public 
and private lands (willing landowners) 
for diverse outdoor recreation 
opportunities.

1. Increase access/facilities on 
existing public lands so access to the 
river is available for aging demographic 
and mobility challenged.

2. Acquire additional public lands 
from willing landowners in targeted 
areas.

3. Implement temporal and special 
separation of additional outdoor 
recreation activities on public lands (may 
require changing rules for some unit 
types).

4.  Increase Walk-In-Access acres on 
private lands in targeted locations.

GOAL B: Protect and conserve 
important natural and cultural resources 
in the area.

1.    Employ and increase a variety of 
methods such as conservation easements, 
acquisition from willing landowners, 
adequate management of natural 
resources, to protect vital resources.

GOAL C: Increase enforcement of, 
and education about, public land uses 
and private landowner rights in the 
conservation recreation are.

1.   Hire adequate numbers of 
Conservation Officers.
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611 South 4th Street • Tracy, MN • (507) 629-3485
2705 County Road 6 • Marshall, MN • (507) 532-9430

www.greenwoodnurserymn.com

•Landscape Design
•Landscape Installation
•Lawn Care & Seeding
•Custom Pot Planting
•Windbreak & Hedge Planting
•Shrub Trimming
•Irrigation Installation & Repair

Plants • Flower & Vegetable Seeds 
Fertilizers, Insecticides & Chemicals

Bird Supplies • Garden Supplies • Patio Furniture DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE
Call or go online for details 

or to place your order.

Stop by and meet our new floral 
designer... Terri Welvaert
Located at our Tracy Location!
Thoughtful & Beautiful 
Arrangements for Every 
Occasion & Celebration

Greenwood 
Floral

Anniversary • New Baby • Birthday
Holidays • Get Well • Sympathy
Weddings • Prom/Formals

Get on Board!

301 S. Hwy. 23 • Marshall, MN 
507-532-9649www.yourwaytofun.com

Open Monday-Friday 8-5:30; Thursday 8-7 • Saturday 9-3

Enjoy the water this 
summer with a new 

Sweetwater Pontoon.

River 
corridor
Continued from page three

Tent campsites along the Minnesota River  
offer remote, restful experiences.

Ideas are being discussed for enhancing recreational opportunities in the Minnesota River Valley, while protecting natural resources and 
preserving the area’s unique cultural heritage and history.

Corridor plan:  
See page six
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Largest selection 
of bird feeders 
and bird food in 
Southwest MN!

411 West Main Street • Beautiful Downtown Marshall • (507) 532-4401

Bird Central
Famous for Miles Around…

Patzer’s

•	 Facilities,	Dedicated	Staff	&	Programs	available	Year	‘Round
•	 High	comfort	Retreat	Center	for	Adults	&	Families
•	 Comfortable	Modern	Cabins	for	Youth	Groups
•	 Large	Dining	Room
•	 Gymnasium	&	Fitness	Center

Contact us for information and availability or check our website.
14 Keeley Island Drive, Slayton, MN • (507) 763-3567
e-mail:  slbc@frontiernet.net • website: www.shetek.org

Beautiful setting for outdoor aCtivities from 
Cross-Country skiing to swimming & Boating.

Closed Monday & Tuesday; Wednesday – Saturday 11-7; Sunday 12-5

Dianne’s Dockside
Enjoy unique …
•Home Accents
•Boutique Clothing
•Exquisite Jewelry
•Purses & Hand Bags
•Shoes
•Classic Evening Wear
•Perfect for Gifts!

Valhalla Island, Lake Shetek
(507) 763-3999

Key Largo 
∑

on Lake Shetek
Full-service Restaurant & Lounge
with Fine Dining & Spectacular views
•Banquet facilities  
•Come aboard our double decker 

cruising boat … the Whyknot!

not to mention…
• Tiki Bar with “Chill Chamber”
• Sand Volleyball Court
• Pool Tables
• New Off-Sale Room

•Rehearsal Dinners, Bachelor/Bachelorette parties   
•Weddings •Family & Class Reunions •Birthdays
• Anniversaries … the possibilities are endless!

20 Valhalla DriVe • Slayton, Mn
(507) 763-3400

www.keylargolakeshetek.com
keylargoevents@frontier.com

on Beautiful 
lake Shetek

PETE’S
CORNER

North Jct. Hwy. 59 & 30 Slayton, MN  
Phone 507-836-6279

And There’s More…
Ice • Groceries

Snacks • Pizza • Sandwiches
Plus An Accurate Fish Weighing Scale

Store Hours: 7:00 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
7 days a week

Except Mondays, 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

GoT ‘A nIce cATch
You earned your Bragging Rights!

We will take your picture and put it in our local paper!

FReSh, LIVe BAIT
Good SeLecTIon oF TAckLe

FIShInG LIcenSe - LAke MAPS - InFo

Valhalla 
& Keeley 
Islands

Lake Sarah 
Baptist Church

1613 191st Street • Slayton, MN
507-763-3477 • Pastor John Lassen

www.lakesarahbaptistchurch.org

Valhalla Island 
Campground 

Service
Memorial Day to Labor Day

9:00 a.m.
Worship Service at the Church 

10:30 a.m.

Edgewater Bay 
Campground

Located on VaLhaLLa Road, Lake Shetek

(507) 763-3320
Jeff BaRStad, owneR

edgewaterbaycampground.com

•	 Sewer,	Soft	Water,	Electricity
•	 Rainbow	Playground
•	 Choose	from	3	different	size	sites	
•	 Group	sites	available
•	 Air	Conditioned	Game	Room
•	 Direct	TV
•	 Marina
•	 Boat	Slips
•	 Gas	on	Dock
•	 Electricity	on	Dock
•	 Slip	Rentals
•	 Mooring	&	Electricity	for	up	to	
	 44	ft.	long	Boats
•	 Sewer	Pump	Outs	Available	for	
	 House	Boat
•	 Dock	&	Lift	Sales	&	Rentals

• Convenience Store
• Bait & Tackle 
• Short Order 
  Breakfasts

• Grocery Items
• Picnic Supplies
• Firewood 
• Propane

24-Hour pumps

Summer Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 6 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri. & Sat. 6 a.m.-10 p.m.; Sun. 7 a.m. -9 p.m.

Valhalla Rd. • Slayton • (507) 763-3757
Carlson CornerLicenses 

soLd Here!

In advance of the 2018 boating season, Minnesota will be the first state in the nation 
to require carbon monoxide detectors and warning stickers on certain boats. Sophia’s 
Law, named after 7-year-old Sophia Baechler, who died tragically from carbon 
monoxide poisoning while on her family’s boat, took effect May 1.

“Carbon monoxide is a hidden danger,” said Adam Block, boating law administrator 
for the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. “The deadly gas is odorless, 
invisible and closely mimics signs of intoxication or seasickness. Even at low levels, 
carbon monoxide can be lethal.”

Under the new law, functioning, marine-grade carbon monoxide detectors must 
be installed in recreational motorboats with a designated sleeping accommodation, 
a galley area with a sink, and a toilet compartment. For all gasoline-powered 
motorboats with an enclosed occupancy compartment, three carbon monoxide 
warning stickers are required. The stickers must be attached at the helm, the enclosed 
occupancy space and the stern.

Warning stickers and information about the dangers of carbon monoxide while 
boating were mailed to registered boat owners in the spring of 2017. Stickers also can 
be found at all Minnesota deputy registrars and many marinas and marine dealers.

‘Sophie’s Law’ requires
carbon monoxide safeguards



Our spirits were high as we carried 
our 54-inch Lake of the Woods muskie to 
our photo shoot setting.  On the way, we 
walked by a cabin where two men and 
two teenage boys were straining to slide 
a large black bear out of the front door of 
the cabin next to ours.

The bear was very big, very fat, and 
very dead!  The guys had ropes tied to 
the bear’s front legs and it took all four 
guys to slide it along the floor toward 
the open door. Before the bear died, he 
managed to destroy the dining room 
table and generally rip the interior of the 
cabin to pieces as he attempted to escape 
from the pain of the shotgun slug that 
would be his undoing.

Finally, the guys got the bear out of 
the cabin.  As it lay there in the hot July 
sun, all of my fishing party had the same 
question:  How did that bear get into that 
cabin?

If I have the story right, one night the 
bear swam to the island known as Split 
Rock.  The bear was attracted to the scent 
of Miracle Whip and followed his nose 
to a bag of garbage outside the main 
lodge.  All of the cabins at Split Rock are 
situated above the rock on posts, so each 

cabin has a crawl space beneath it.
The bear would eat each evening 

during the hours of darkness and 
spend his days beneath a cabin in air 
conditioned shade.  The resort dog would 
often meet the bear in the darkness, but 
the resort owners were never successful 
in intercepting the bear at night.

Then one day it happened.  The 
family dog, which was just the size of a 
large toilet brush, smelled the bear and 
began to yip and yap like it was going 
crazy.  The lady of the lodge hurried to 
aid the dog.  The teen-aged boys hustled 
up from the lakeshore and saw the bear.  
They gave chase.  And just as quickly 
as the bear appeared, it was gone.  The 

boys’ dad arrived.  He had large police 
style flashlights and gave one to each 
boy and instructed them to begin a light 
search beneath each cabin.

It was a quiet July day and the breeze 
blew gently through the trees of the 
island.  The trees were long and lean and 
that made it easy for one of the boys to 
see the big black ball up in a skinny tree!  
There he was.  It was the bear of Split 
Rock Island and it was at the top of a tree 
that was 15 feet higher than the peak of 
the cabin.

The resort owner instructed the boys 
to bring the 20-gauge shotgun and 
some slugs.  And before his wife could 
stop him, he shot the big black bear out 
of the top of the skinny tree.  The heart 
shot stopped the bear and all four of 
the bear’s paws opened and he began 
to float toward the rock island.   The 
bear was spread out like a rug when it 
went through the roof of the cabin and 
destroyed the table!!   

All was quiet.  Then the resort owner 
turned to his wife and said:  “What did 
you want?”

There was a pause, and then she 
replied:  “Oh, forget it!”
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• PAID UTILITIES

• ACTIVITIES PROGRAM

• LAUNDRY FACILITIES

• ATTACHED GARAGES

• 24 HOUR EMERGENCY 
RESPONSE SYSTEM

• WEEKLY LIGHT 
HOUSEKEEPING

NOW AVAILABLE!

Convalescence Suite
First-floor, fully furnished apartment

Includes cable, 2 meals per day and housekeeping. 
Great option following surgery or hospitalization.

Physical and occupational therapy within one block. 
Connected to Sanford Tracy Hospital & Clinic.

AVAILABLE ON FIRST-COME BASIS

Senior Living at its finest!

Your Lifestyle, Your Way!
410 State Street • Tracy, MN

Contact Cindy at (507)629-8450

APARTMENTS AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

DeSmet
Custom
Metals

Highway 14 • Tracy, MN 56175 • 
(507) 629-4980

Customized & Personalized

METAL 
ART 

WORK

Bring Us Your Design & 
We Can Customize 

It To Your Specifications

•TOOL BOXES
•MAIL BOXES 
•LAWN ART
•FIRE RINGS 
•SIGNS
•MEMORIALS

Corridor plan
Continued from page four

2.   Hire additional staff, if needed, to 
enforce rules and provide education.

3.  Improve mapping (hard copies 
and digital data) and signage of public 
opportunities and keep them current.

GOAL D: Permit modification of 
rules for wildlife management areas, 
aquatic management area.

GOAL E: Increase habitat 
enhancement on existing public lands.

GOAL F: Use conservation grazing 
and haying as management tools on 
DNR lands.

GOAL G: Increase opportunities for 
all ages, especially youth, to connect with 
the outdoors through diverse formal and 
informal education/experience venues.

Work with school districts to develop 
outdoor education and recreation 
opportunities.

1.  Mainstream opportunities into 
school curriculum.

2.  Work with local youth to identify 
outdoor education and recreation 
opportunities.

3.  Establish a cooperative network 
of outdoor education and recreation 
staging areas and facilities within the 

Minnesota River Valley.
4.  Work with local special interest 

outdoor recreation groups to develop 
and implement youth and/or new use 
opportunities, including cultural history 
organizations.

GOAL H: Develop a multi-use trail 
system in designated areas.

Hook, Line & Sinker

Joe

LeTendre

tells his fishing 
tales to audiences 
statewide.

Shotgun blast had unbearable result

Paddling a canoe and watching wildlife often go hand in hand.

Visitors to Minnesota State Parks 
don’t have to tote lots of equipment 
along in order to enjoy the outdoors.  A 
surprising amount of equipment can be 
used by park visitors at no charge.

Many state parks offer the following:
• Fishing Kits that include a rod, reel, 

and tackle.
• Kids’ Discovery Kits with wildlife 

and camping-related items.
• Birding Kits equipped with 

binoculars, guidebooks, and bird lists.
• GPS Units for use in the statewide 

geo-caching program.

State parks
offer extras
for outdoors

2018 State Park permit features Banning 
State Park.
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Tracy Country Club
Highway 14 

2-1/2 Miles East of 
Tracy

ASK ABOUT OUR NEW MEMBER DISCOUNT 
OR MONTHLY PAYMENT PLAN

• Cart Rental Available            • Driving Range

• Food Available & Drink Specials

• Special Tournaments/Events Thru The Season

Call (507) 
629-4666 for 

Tee Times

CONTACT THE CLUB NOW TO BOOK YOUR PARTIES! UP TO 150 PEOPLE

$20 
UNLIMITED 

GOLF 
MONDAYS & 

THURSDAYS 

(Cart is e
xtra)

start here!
• Fishing & Hunting Equipment
• Camping Supplies
• Everything for Farm & Home

• Carhartt Clothing
• Red Wing Shoes & Boots
• Lawn & Garden Supplies

MIDWEST SUPPLY
CRAIG AVENUE, TRACY, MN • 507-629-3428
Open Mon. thru Fri. 8 – 5:30; Sat. 8 – 5; Sun. 11 – 3

MAPLE AVENUE, SLAYTON, MN • 507-836-8238
Open Mon. thru Fri. 8 – 5:30; Sat. 8 – 5

By Scott Thoma

Most towns in the Sailor distribution 
area were platted and named a century 
and a half ago. How were the fledgling 
towns named? Many town names were 
derived from the names of early settlers, 
railroad personnel, Native Americans, 
politicians, dignitaries, and military 
personnel.  Others were named after 
sister cities, rocks, trees, lakes, creeks, 
birds. One namesake came from a novel.

Two stories explain how Sacred Heart 
in Renville County got its name.

The first version describes how in 1783, 
a fur trader named Charles Patterson 
settled in what became Flora Township 
on the north side of the Minnesota River, 
near a spot where the river tumbles 
over high boulders. The story tells that 
Patterson shot and killed a black bear at 
the nearby creek. While most fur traders 
and settlers donned raccoon or fox hats 
to combat the harsh winters, Patterson 
made a hat out of the bear’s fur. Because 
the bear was considered a sacred animal 
to the Dakota that Patterson often traded 
goods with, they soon dubbed him the 
“sacred hat” man. The name evolved 
into “sacred heart,” with both the town 
and the creek near his former trading 
post taking on the name. The rapids 
today is called Patterson’s Rapids near 
Renville County Park.

The second story, which some find 
more credible, tells of a missionary priest, 
Father Ravaud, who left St. Paul on his 
way to Lac qui Parle prior to the 1862 
Dakota Conflict. Traveling with difficulty 
on heavy snow, the priest became very 
ill with ague. He landed his boat at the 
mouth of a creek, about 35 miles from his 
intended destination, where he stayed 
until his health improved. At that time, 
Sacred Heart Creek divided as it entered 
the Minnesota River, forming a sandbar 
in the shape of a heart. Inspired, legend 
holds that Father Ravaud allegedly 
carved “Sacred Heart Ave Maria” on 
a cross, which he planted in gratitude 
for his recovery. He then built a small 
mission at the site, where he ministered 
to native Americans at the time of the 
1862 Dakota Conflict.  

Many towns are named after men with 
ties to a railroad. A handful of railroad 
honorees are that honoring girls and 
women.

One is Olivia, also in Renville County. 
When Milwaukee Railroad civil engineer 
Albert B. Rogers was pondering a name 
for what is now Olivia, he decided to 
honor the first station agent in Ortonville, 
a woman named Olive, who was also a 
friend of Rogers.

Other towns named after 
women include Amiret, 
which was originally 
called Saratoga after 
Saratoga, NY. The name 
was changed to honor 
Amiretta Sykes, the wife 
of a railroad official.

 Worthington is 
derived from the 
maiden name of Dr. 
A.P. Miller’s mother-
in-law. Miller, who was 
the editor of the Toledo 
(Ohio) Blade, helped 
form a company for 
the purpose of bringing 
colonists to Nobles County.

 Adrian traces its roots 
to Adrian Iselin, who was the 
mother of one of the directors of the 
Sioux City and St. Paul Railroad Co. 
Madelia was named in memory of the 
deceased daughter of one of its founding 
fathers, Philander Hartshorn.  Florence 
was named for Florence Sherman, the 
daughter of one of the town’s first 
settlers.  The town of Leota is said to 
have been after the township; which was 
named after a young Indian woman who 
was romantically linked to W.G. Barnard, 
one of the township’s first residents.

 Luverne is named for Luverne 
Hawes, the daughter of one of the town’s 
early settlers … Clara City got its name 
from Clara Koch, one of the town’s 
founders.  Lake Lillian refers to the wife 
of artist and author Edwin Whitefield, 
who accompanied the first exploration 
party to the lake in 1856.  A post office 
was established in 1886 in what is now 
the town of Evan. The first postmaster, 
Martin Norseth, named the post office, 
Eva, after his wife. 

The name New Ulm was conceived 
by Frederick Beinhorn who came to 
America in 1852, and formed the Chicago 
Land Society with a group of other 
German emigrants. A large number of 
the Germans came from the Province of 

Wurttemberg, where the principal 
city is Ulm.

Other community names with 
foreign roots include: Danube, 
named after the Danube River 
in Europe, Balaton after 
Lake Balaton in Hungary,  
Hadley (originally founded as 
Summit Lake in 1879) for the 
cities of Hadley in New York, 
Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts, 
Fairfax after Fairfax County, 

Virginia, and Taunton after 
Taunton, Massachusetts.

 Ghent, originally called Grand 
View, later took on the name of 
the Belgian city. Early settlers who 

were natives of Holland resulted in a 
Pipestone County town of that name. 

Odin was named after Odin, Illinois.  
Avoca takes after village of Avoca in 
County Wicklow, Ireland.  Iona derives 
its name from the Scottish island of Iona, 
while Lucan has a sister town in Ireland.  
Delhi is named after Delhi, Ohio.

Seaforth, originally platted as Okawa, 
later changed its name in homage to 
Loch Seaforth in Scotland.  The town of 
Lismore  and Lismore Township recall 
a village in Waterford, Ireland, which is 
noted for an elaborate castle.

Dovray and Dovray Township trace 
their heritage to the village of Dovre, 
Norway.

Dundee was adopted from the city 
of Dundee Scotland, with Kinbrae also 
derived from a Scottish community.

Brewster was named for Brewster, 
Massachusetts; the latter named for 
Elder William Brewster, one of the first 
settlers of Plymouth Colony. Ceylon was 
named after the island of Ceylon, which 
is known today as Sri Lanka …The town 
of Arco harkens to the ancient city of 
Arcola in Italy.

Local lore suggests that Hatfield 
received its name from a railroad 
worker whose hat kept blowing off. 
After retrieving his headgear from the 
field, he suggested the name “hat field.”  

More likely, Hatfield was derived from a 
township and village in Massachusetts, 
as well as villages in Pennsylvania and 
Wisconsin … It took four steps to arrive 
at the name for  Woodstock, which was 
named after the county seat of McHenry 
County, Illinois; which was named after 
Woodstock, Vermont; which was named 
after a town in England.

 Alpha bears the name of our letter 
“A” in the Greek alphabet, which word is 
formed from the first and second Greek 
letters. It is also the names of villages in 
Maryland, Indiana and Illinois. Fulda, 
founded primarily by 19th century 
German immigrants, is named after 
Fulda in Hessen, Germany.

• • •
Redwood County’s Revere 

has bragging rights to American 
Revolutionary hero Paul Revere.  Other 
towns named after historical figures 
include Franklin, honoring American 
founding father Benjamin Franklin.   
Cobden honors Richard Cobden, a 
British statesman.  Milroy was named 
after Robert H. Milroy, a Union Army 
general in the Civil War. Renville got 
its name from Joseph Renville, a French 
Canadian who was a soldier, explorer, 
government interpreter, scout, and 
operator of a trading post in the Renville 
area.  Lynd’s namesake is James W. 
Lynd, a pioneer who later served as 
state senator, and was killed during 
the Dakota War of 1862 … Marshall is 
named in honor of Governor William R. 
Marshall … Hendricks chose to name its 
town after Thomas A. Hendricks, who 
was the 21st Vice President of the United 
States in 1884 under President Grover 
Cleveland. 

To be continued:  Learn next month how 
“Empire” became “Echo.”

What’s in a town name? More than just letters

Yes, there is a well-known town in the 
region named after Ben Franklin.

Lucan’s sister city is located near Dublin, Ireland.
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Lake Benton Lake association
4th annuaL 

Pork Loin Sandwich 
Fundraiser & Membership Drive

100% of the proceeds will fund our future projects. 
Please help so we can continue restock beautiful Lake Benton!

Free Will Donation

Saturday, June 30 • 3-7 p.m.
Location is beautiful Stoney Point Campground

1647 County Road 111, Tyler, MN
insiDe event – Come rain or shine!

Raffle Tickets 

available!

TRACY 
LIQUOR STORE

Open Mon.-Sat.
Off Sale 10 a.m.-10 p.m.
LARGE SELECTION OF 

BEER & WINE

336 South Street • Tracy, MN
(507) 629-5542EASY LOCATION... ON THE WAY TO THE LAKE!

OFF SALE

By Janet Timmerman

The story of Valhalla has some of 
the comedy and tragedy of mythology 
centered on an island in the middle of 
a small glacial lake in the middle of a 
big prairie. From the time humans first 
stepped onto this 50-acre island just off 
the western shore of Lake Shetek, they 
appreciated its environment. Valhalla 
Island drew humans to the site long 
before it acquired its name. The island 
was a haven from raging prairie fires, a 
wooded place to set up camp, a place of 
abundant food sources, before becoming 
a lovely spot for a Sunday afternoon 
picnic or a place to dance the night away.  

For decades Valhalla Island has been 
the premier recreational capitol of Murray 
County. In the early days before cars and 
steamboats, Lake Shetek was big enough 
to have two distinct recreational meccas: 
Teepeeotah and Owanka on the East and 
Valhalla and Keeley on the west.  People 
from Currie, Westbrook, and Tracy spent 
time and invested in the area to the 
east. The western shores of Lake Shetek 
drew Slayton, Pipestone, Lake Wilson, 
and Hadley people. It was considered 
“a Home Lake,” a place where local 
folks could drive to for recreation and 
relaxation and still get home in time for 
evening chores. It still holds that local feel 
today. Most available private lakeshore is 
taken up with second homes and year-
round homesteads, many owned by local 
residents. 

‘Home of joy’
In Norse mythology, Valhalla was the 

house where brave warriors who died 
gallantly in battle went to spend eternity 
in a joyful manner. Spending eternity in 
joy seemed equitable to spending a day 

on the island. It was dubbed in early 
advertisements as the “Home of Joy.”

The Scandinavian word “Valhalla” 
was often switched interchangeably 
with the Germanic word “Walhall.” This 

might demonstrate the influence of the 
various immigration waves to the area. 

The first owner of the island was 
Swedish immigrant John P. Hobert who 
came to America in the 1870s. He, his 

father, and brothers settled in Mason 
Township. Hobert farmed and became 
the postmaster for 36 families in Mason 
Township. He donated the land for the 
Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
and cemetery.

Early settlers trekked out to the island 
through the 1880s and 1890s for picnics, 
fishing, and hunting. During dry years 
people could walk and even drive a team 
to the island along a spit of land from 
the Manstom’s place.  It didn’t take long 
before John began to make some money 
aside from farming on the island. When 
the water was high, John kept a few 
boats and offered to stable horses for 
picnickers. 

The 1896 newspapers touted the 
changes at the island “Mr. Hobert owns 
one of the handsomest sites on the lake, 
an island near the old Drew Farm which 
is quite convenient for Slayton and 
Pipestone people.” The next year John 
P. constructed a new stable for keeping 
teams.

Halcyon Days on Valhalla Island
The cover of an early brochure shows both the Valhalla dining hall and hotel, circa 1906. (Photos courtesy of Murray County Historical Society archives)

An 1898 map denotes the German name  “Walhall” for the Lake Shetek island.

Valhalla:  
See page nine

Carl and Adolph Peick, owners of 
Peick’s Hardware Furniture and Funeral 
Home.
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DON’S REPAIR
South Fourth Street Tracy, MN

(507) 629-3611 
or Cell Phone 1-507-828-3362

DON  JACOB

•Computerized
  Diagnostics
•Transmissions 
•Radiators 
•Engine Repairs  for cars and trucks

In the late 1890’s the papers reported 
that Hobert built a structure able to house 
up to 100 guests including a dining hall.  
A booklet, as well as postcards of the 
Tracy area, printed prior to 1909 include 
this building as the main dining hall. By 
then the visitors to the island were tired 
of trying to get across the straight on the 
west side of the lake in little rowboats. 

Hobert hired Adolf Peick, owner of 
Peick’s Hardware Store, to install a large 
cable ferry system. Peick’s son Carl, just 
a young man at the time, rowed a boat 
across the straight between the Hobert 
land and the very southwestern end of 
the island. He unrolled three strands 
of metal cable and attached them to a 
machine that twisted them into a strong 
three- strand cable and attached them to 
a stable housing. Hobert equipped a boat 
with a set of pulleys so a ferryman could 
pull the boat across by hand. According 
to one account, “a hardy Norwegian 
Ferryman” had lots of help from 
passengers eager to get from one side to 
merriment or back home to chores. 

Boat service launched
The days of the hand-drawn ferry 

were numbered.  An early settler on the 
southwest corner of the lake was Joe D. 
Sabin.  In 1900, Sabin saw an opportunity 
to utilize his lakeshore property by 
purchasing a wide-bottom steam engine-
run ferry boat. Named the Etta May, 
Joe’s boat ferried people all around Lake 
Shetek. The Etta May did more to tie the 
two lakeshores together than even later 
roads and automobiles.

Sabin’s ad in the paper announced that 
on Sunday May 28, 1900 the Etta May 
would leave daily from Mason’s landing 
(located on his property) promptly 
at 10:30 a.m., Walhall at 11 a.m., and 
Teepeeotah at 11:30 a.m. He made return 
trips from Teepeotah and Owanka at 1:30 
and 6:30 p.m. He charged 10 cents for 
these trips each direction.  The rest of the 
time he was available for larger parties 
for excursion trips around the lake. These 
inquiries needed to reach him by letter.

Sabin’s boat launched from what is 
now the current Baptist Camp Shetek 
property.

The Etta May could hold as many as 
18-20 people and ran on coal. It sported 
a bright canopy with fringed tassels and 
often flew an American flag at the bow.  
Sabin moved to Lake Wilson sometime 
around 1909, taking the Etta May with 
him. There he plied the waters of Lake 
Wilson, a much smaller lake, on excursion 
tours. Joe died in 1917 and is buried in 
Lake Wilson’s Hillside Cemetery.

Thriving hotel
By 1903, John Hobert had built a 

thriving business on the island. His 
complex boasted a hotel big enough for 
almost 100 guests, a dining hall, cabins, 
and an ice cream parlor. Visitors could 
rent anything from a furnished cabin to 
fishing poles and bathing suits.

By 1905, the west was calling him and 
he made a trip out to Spokane, WA. It 
was rumored that he was putting the 
island up for sale. Yet a year later he was 
still making improvements. He added 
phone service to the island in early 1906. 
George Woodgate from Slayton had 
been installing all of the town telephone 
systems and he installed the phone lines 
out to the island.

Sometime between August and 
October of 1906, according to the local 
newspaper, the hotel building burned 
down and the hotel manager, Bill Gannott 
was forced to move into a neighboring 

home for the winter. Though there were 
promises made to re-build the hotel, 
Hobert decided it was a good time to sell 
instead. An undated newspaper article 
found in the Murray County Historical 
Society archives offers a history of 
the second building, the dining hall, 
claiming that it was dismantled into two 
parts and moved to different parts of the 
island. Supposedly part of it sat across 
the road from a new Pavilion constructed 
1916. One source suggested that part of 
the original building later became the 
tavern.

Hobert’s resort had brought recognition 
from far and wide. In the fall and winter 
of 1906, Omaha grain merchant and 
millionaire, Rudolph Biel, purchased the 
island from Hobert.  It would turn out to 
be a long-term commitment to Murray 
County’s economic development. 

Already in 1906, Rudolph’s brother 
John, a farmer in Ellsborough township, 
was declaring that the Minneapolis and 
Omaha Railway Co. was going to re-visit 
plans to extend the Currie line through 
the northern half of Murray County. 
“Surely,” he said, “this was a sign of 
better days to come.” In some ways 
it was, though the train never moved 
beyond the borders of Currie.

In next month’s edition of The Sailor, 
learn about the reign of Rudolph Biel 
and his son Oscar through Prohibition 
and beyond.

Timmerman is Murray County Museums 
Coordinator.  A story in next month’s Sailor will 
describe the next phase of Valhalla’s recreational 
development with the Biel family.

Joe Sabin’s Etta May Ferryboat, circa 1900. (Murray County Historical Society 
archives)

Valhalla
Continued from page eight

Serving All Your Insurance Needs
Life • Health • MPCI • Commercial • Auto • Farm • Crop Hail • Home Owners

154 3rd Street
Tracy, MN 56175
(507) 629-3084

690 Main Street
Walnut Grove, MN 56180

(507) 859-2154

535 1st Avenue
Westbrook, MN
(507) 274-5962

306 America Street
Storden, MN

(507) 445-3900

If you are interested in buying or selling

RESIDENTIAL • LAKE SHORE
AGRICULTURAL

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

Knakmuhs Real Estate
Call (507) 629-4618 • 154 3rd Street • Tracy, MN

www.knakmuhsagency.com

Greg Carlson
Agent
Tracy

(507) 629-3084

Matt Knakmuhs
Broker
Tracy

(507) 629-4618

Justin Knakmuhs 
Salesperson

Walnut Grove
(507) 445-3900

Nate Knakmuhs
Salesperson
Westbrook

(507) 274-5962

Visitors to Hobert’s Valhalla Island Hostelry enjoy themselves, circa 1890s.

Interior view of the dining hall on the 
island, circa 1906-1909. Photo courtesy 
of booklet from Larry Sloan collection.
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Off-Sale liquOr StOre
11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

On-Sale SpOrtS Bar
11 a.m. to 1 a.m.

Happy Hour m-F 4-6 p.m.

Rooster’s
Currie, MN • (507) 395-1555

Check out our 
Fantastic Selection 

of Wines!

Open Monday thru Sunday 
6 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Check with us about the latest fishing gossip!

Bait & tackle
•Propane •Groceries •Pop 
•Beer •Ice •Pizza •Hot Dogs
•24-Hour Pay at Pump

507-763-3778
Cell (507) 760-1355

RuppeRt Oil CO.
intersection Hwy 30 & Co. Rd. 38

Located at End-O-Line Park, Currie, MN 
(507) 763-3862

Worship service 
sunday 11:00 a.m.

You’ll find open doors, hands & hearts 
all through the year!

Lake Shetek 
Community Church

email us at schremks@frontiernet.net or call (507) 763-3817

Schreier’S On Shetek
Campground, Inc.

 35 Resort Road 
Currie, MN

Joe & Marcia Schreier, 
Owners

•	Dock	System	with	seating,	62’	from	shore
•	Enclosed	picnic	shelter	(seats	90)
•	Handicapped	accessible	restrooms/showers	with	soft	water
•	Handicap	accessible	Bathrooms/Shower	House	for	our	
Tenting	&	Popup	Sites	on	the	Peninsula

•	Office/ministore	with	bait	&	ice
•	Fish	Cleaning	Facility
•	Private	Swimming	Area	with	Raft
•	120	campsites	from	tents	to	full	hook-ups	Seasonal,	
Monthly,	&	Weekly,	Nightly	Rates	Available

•	Mini-Golf,	Playground	&	Shuffleboard
•	Air	Conditioned	Recreation	Hall
•	Cemented	Basketball	Court
•	Private	Boat	Access
•	Walking	Trails
•	Soft	Water	throughout	Campground

www.schreiersonshetek.com

Free 
Wi-Fi

NEW!
4 sites on the 

Des Moines River in Currie!
Monthly rental. Year ’round 

sites with full hookups, 
Wi-Fi, soft water,& cement 

patio at each site. Great 
for family camping or 
construction workers. 

Full Service Bank
•Lending	 •Mortgages	
•ATM	Machines	 •Checking	
•Savings	 •Mobile	Banking
•Internet	Banking	 •Mobile	Deposit
•CDs

141	Mill	Street
Currie,	MN
(507)	763-3262	

117	S.	Minnesota	Ave.
Okabena,	MN
(507)	853-4421

INDepeNDeNT	HOMe	OwNeD

You Know Us…We Know You!

Member FDIC www.curriestatebank.com

Upstairs rental available
Open tUesday thrU Friday 4 p.m. tO ClOse
satUrday & sUnday 11 a.m. tO ClOse

Full Bar • On & OFF Sale
BurgerS & BaSketS

52 Tepeeotah Rd., 
Lake Shetek
(507) 763-3631

Currie
The Gateway to Lake Shetek

Welcome to

Not many places can boast about a town celebration about a water tower.
Pipestone can.
The 29th annual Pipestone Water Tower Festival runs Thursday through Saturday, June 

21-23.  The celebration draws attention to Pipestone’s unique 1921 concrete water tower.  
The restored tower is one of just two of its kind in the nation.

Water Tower Festival activities include a Main Street burger supper, pedal-pull competition, 
beer garden, street dance, fun run, community dinner, car show, arts & crafts show, and a 
10 a.m. Saturday parade.  Many events are held on the courthouse lawn, where the parade 
ends.

For updates and schedule information, visit PipestoneMinnesota.com. 

Towering festival returning
to Pipestone June 21-23
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Pipestone,Minnesota

June 14-15-16-17 & 21-22-23-24
Calumet Players 
“Disney’s the little 
mermaiD: the musiCal”
evening showtime 7:30 P.m.
sunDay matinee 2 P.m.

July 14 – 7:30 P.m.
7th avenue BanD

July 22-28
Calumet Players Children’s theatre
“Prairie Fire”

august 25
looney lutherans

sePtemBer 15
season oPener: 
Kat PerKins
gala 6 P.m.; showtime 7:30 P.m.

oCt. 12-13-14-15; oCt. 19-20-21
Calumet Players
“DouBlewiDe texas” 
evening showtime 7:30 P.m.
sunDay matinee 2 P.m.

nov. 30; DeC. 1-2 & 7-8-9
al oPlanD singers Present
“Christmas Festival 
oF musiC”

DeCemBer 20
six aPPeal: ugly 
Christmas sweater 
Party
7:30 P.m.

PiPestone Performing Arts Center

104 East Main strEEt • PiPEstonE, Mn
Box office (507) 825-2020 or Toll free (877) 722-2787

All dates and programs are subject to change. Check the website or box 
office for additional show. Vouchers can be used for many Center shows.  
However, we reserve the right to withdraw any show from voucher use!

PipestoneMinnesota.com/performingartscenter

These activities are made possible in part and by the voters of 
Minnesota through a grant from the SW MN Arts Council, thanks to 
a legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund”

Pipestone Civil War Days

(507) 825-3316 • PipestoneMinnesota.com/cwd

“Learning through Living History”
•Abraham Lincoln –Both Days
•Daily Battles (Sat. 3 p.m. & Sun. 2 p.m.)
•Over 200 Authentic Civil War Guns
•Vintage Baseball
•Civil War Ball – Sat. 8:00 p.m.
•Food Vendors & Sutlers

August 11 & 12, 2018
Sat. 8 a.m. - 9 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Hiawatha Pageant Park • Pipestone, MN

Re-enactors and Public Welcome!
This activity is funded, in part, by a grant from the Southwest Minnesota Arts Council through an appropriation from the MN State Legislature with money from the State's general fund.
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On & Off Sale 
Banquet Room For Rent

Carry-Out Available

Hwy. 59• Garvin, MN • (507) 746-4524

bittonsroadhouse.com

Science is playing 
a major role in 
boosting area fishing

Like many kids who grew up in 
southern Minnesota during the 1970s and 
’80s, I first learned to fish for bullheads. 
Those fish were readily available, and 
because there was little time for a farm 
kid and his family to venture far, we 
fished close to home in Murray County.

It wasn’t until my grandparents bought 
a home on Lake Shetek did I expand my 
fishing horizons. And it was at that lake, 
while fishing from a dock with a bobber 
and worm – presumably for bullheads – 
that I caught my first walleye. I’m quite 
certain that I wasn’t even sure what 
struggled at the end of my line, but it was 
something different, and young minds 
crave different.

Even during a couple of trips to 
northern Minnesota, where the clarity of 
the lake water inspired awe, only bluegills 
and pumpkinseeds and northern pike 
and an occasional largemouth bass were 
caught. The walleye continued to be 
elusive.

But much has changed over the 
years – for this angler and for a many 
of southwestern Minnesota’s lakes. I’ve 
learned how to catch the one oft referred 
to as ol’ marble-eyes, and a few of those 
former bullhead lakes now host great 
numbers of walleyes thanks to a shift in 
state fish management and the help of 
local anglers.

No more must a serious walleye angler 
hook up his boat and travel hours just to 
find a prime walleye lake. They’re just 

down the road.
Stocking is just part of the equation in 

creating a walleye lake worthy of your 
time. But it’s a big part. And southern 
lakes aren’t alone when it comes to 
needing a helping hand in order to 
offer Minnesota’s favorite fish. Lakes 
incapable of naturally producing fish, 
from the far south to the northern border, 
benefit from stocking.

All told, some 230 million walleye fry – 
tiny fish of about an inch – are stocked in 
the state each spring. They’re a cheaper 
option for the DNR because once they’re 
hatched (a walleye egg take typically 
occurs in multiple locations in May, from 
Lake Sarah in the southwest), they’re 
placed nearly immediately into various 
lakes. Fry usually do best where there 
aren’t hordes of other fish that view them 

as a fine meal. 
It’s been walleye fry that in recent 

years have been stocked in Shetek – 
more than 3 million in 2014, another 2.5 
million in 2016, and about 1.8 million 
in 2017. Lake Benton received similar 
numbers of fry in 2013, ’15, and ’16. 
Yankton Lake received about 200,000 fry 
in 2017, and about 400,000 in both 2015 
and 2014. Lake Sarah was stocked with 
significantly fewer fry. More on that later.

Ryan Doorenbos, DNR area 
fisheries manager in Windom, said the 
department has reduced stocking in 
some cases, mostly as a precautionary 
measure to ensure that walleyes don’t 
begin to overwhelm a particular lake’s 

Region’s walleye-fishing prospects looking good
OutdOOrs

Tim 
Spielman

Not all DNR nets pull up fish. This collec-
tion of turtles was found in one net set in a 
southern Minnesota lake as the DNR sought 
to collect walleye fingerlings in September.

Walleye fishing:  
See page 13

The DNR sets nets like this one in order to collect walleye fingerlings from rearing ponds in 
the fall. A few years ago, Lake Louisa in Murray County thoroughly “winterkilled,” enabling its 
use as a one-time rearing pond for walleyes. (Tim Spielman photos).
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Pipestone 
Ghost Walks

8:00 p.m.
Saturday Nights
May 26 – Sept. 1, 2018
(Excluding Aug. 11)

Tickets $10.00
Guided Tours start at 
Pipestone Co. Museum
Reservations Recommended 

(507) 825-2563
Not recommended for 

Children under 12.

Authentic Pipes & Crafts

Monument open 7 Days A Week
Monday thru Sunday 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

Hours subject to change
(507) 825-5463 • pipestone.isa@gmail.com

Large Selection ofÉ
➻ Jewelry  ➻ Peace Pipes
➻ Clothing ➻ Hats
➻ Carvings ➻ Books
➻ CDs  ➻ Videos

Located at the Pipestone 
National Monument and

www.authenticpipestone.com

PO Box 727, Pipestone, MN 56164

Dar’s Pizza
Corner of Hwy. 30 & 8th Ave. SW

Sunday–Thursday 4-11 p.m.
Friday & Saturday 4 p.m.-Midnight

When you want the 
BEST Pizza AroundÉ

and the LOWEST price!
Beer • PoP • Pizza • ChiCken

ShrimP • SandwiCheS
Party Room for up to 80 people

Game Room – Children Welcome!
WeÕ re a Pipestone Tradition!

(507) 825-4261
eat in • Carry out delivery

Pipestone Summer 
Cruize-Ins

Thursdays 5:00-7:30 p.m.
May 31, July 5, Sept. 6

Historic Downtown

August 2
Pipestone Co. Fairgrounds

Free • Fun • Food
Bring Your Car or TruCk!

PipestoneMinnesota.com
Call the Chamber at (507) 825-3316 

Pipestone,
Minnesota

Welcome to

Keepers Gift Shop 
& Gallery

400 N. Hiawatha Avenue • Pipestone, MN

Culture Camp, Classes & Workshops
• Unique Gifts
• American Indian Art
• Crafts
• Craft Supplies
• Pipestone
• Pipes

• Beadwork
• Leatherwork
• Pipestone Carving
• Dream Catchers
• Games
• History
• Dance

• Drumming
• Overnight in a Tipi

Open All Year!  (507) 825-3734

www.pipekeepers.org online store

Water Tower 
Festival
June 21 – 23, 2018

Pipestone, 
Minnesota

29th Annual

507-825-3316 • PipestoneMinnesota.com

Thursday evening
Kids’ Pedal Pull • Adult Pedal Pull
Pipestone Jr. Ambassadors Contest

Friday evening
Bean Bag Tournament
Food & Entertainment

Free Street dance 
“Undercover”

saTurday
Kids’ Fun Run Arts & Craft Fair
Parade - 10 a.m. Car Show
Kids’ Inflatables 5K Glo-Run/Walk
Food & More!
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At the entrance 
to the Pipestone 

National 
Monument

104 9th St. NE, 
Pipestone, MN 
(507) 825-4474

Open May-Oct. 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Free Admission

•Crafts & Craft Supplies
•Rough Pipestone
•Pipestone Articles
•Jewelry   

•Pottery  
•Collectable
•Moccasins
•Souvenirs

New Minnetonka 
Moccasins & Sandals



forage base.
“Sometimes less is more,” Doorenbos 

says. “A low-density (stocking) can do 
better because (these lakes) are super-
productive.”

The department also leaves, in 
some cases, “blank” years. It enables 
fisheries folks to better evaluate natural 
reproductive success.

Walleye fingerlings tend to be stocked 
in lakes where fish such as northern pike 
threaten young walleyes. Fingerlings, 
around 4 to 6 inches long, stand a better 
chance of evading predators.

Those fish are hatched, then placed in 
rearing ponds – mostly free of other fish 
that will eat them – then are stocked in 
area lakes in September and October.

Better walleye production on the 
horizon?

Most fish biologists will tell you that in 
a perfect world, a lake will produce its 
own walleyes. It saves the DNR money, 
and a natural class tends to have a better 
chance to be an outstanding class. 

That’s why the crew at the DNR’s 
Windom office, which oversees most 
southwestern Minnesota lakes, is 
genuinely excited about the prospects of 
future walleye fishing in the area.

Walleye eggs taken in any particular 
location are of a mostly specific genetic 
strain. They fare best when stocked in 
systems favorable to that strain. These 
days, the DNR continues to study a 
strain that’s shown it may be capable of 
reproducing naturally in lakes Sarah and 
Benton. If in those places, they ponder, 
why not in other prairie lakes?

According to a 2014 DNR survey 
report from Sarah: “A recent genetics 
study found that Lake Sarah’s walleyes 
are unique to the Cannon River in east-
central Minnesota, which was used as 
an egg source decades ago. The study 
suggested that this ‘Cannon River strain’ 
of walleye has persisted in some southern 
waters despite extensive stocking of 
‘Mississippi strain’ of walleye. The 
study suggested that the Cannon River 
strain of walleye in Lake Sarah is able to 
naturally reproduce, thereby creating a 
self-sustaining population.”

The department now is attempting 
to see, via stocking, if such a naturally-
reproducing walleye population can be 
established in Shetek and other lakes.

“It’s an opportunity to bolster 
the abundance of Lake Sarah-strain 
walleyes,” Doorenbos said. “We 
hope over time to see more natural 
reproduction.”

Scientific advancements in genetics 
research allows DNR biologists to 
examine scale samples to determine if 
walleyes are of the Cannon River strain 
or otherwise. They did that this spring 
as they “stripped” (took eggs and milt 
from) Lake Sarah walleyes.

“The fish we see (female walleyes) in 
Lake Sarah are impressive,” Doorenbos 
said, adding that 8- to 10-pound female 
walleyes was not uncommon this spring. 
The biggest one was about 13 pounds.

In a twist to the DNR’s walleye 
research, some lake will be stocked with 
both the Cannon River (Lake Sarah) 
strain of walleyes, as well as another 
strain, to compare the two.

“We want to answer the question, if 
we don’t get natural reproduction, why 
should we stock (the local strain)?” 
he said. “There’s the question of 
performance.”

An analogy Doorenbos offers: It’s like 
planting two seeds of the same vegetable 
in your garden to see which works best.

Fishing the southwest
Rick Buchholz, of Westbrook and a 

member of the Red Rock Sportsmen’s 
Club, spends a fair share of his time on 

southwestern Minnesota water, fishing 
for walleyes. In lakes that are mostly 
void of bottom structure other than some 
plant life, walleye fishing can be a fairly 

straight-forward proposition.
“It usually starts out with a jig and 

minnow – just cast it toward shore,” he 
says of fishing during the early portion of 
the open-water season. After the cast, 
slowly work the offering back to your 
boat.

Come June, walleye anglers tend to 
find a productive bite after dark, now 
with a jig and leech. Nighttime anglers 
usually anchor and drop that combo 
beneath a bobber.

As July arrives and the water warms 
in these shallow lakes, a technique 
Buchholz refers to as “speed-trolling” can 
often be what triggers a walleye to bite. 
He speed-trolls – which can be done by 
simply operating his boat motor (versus 
his trolling motor) at a slow to moderate 
speed – while pulling behind the boat 
a wiggling, swerving, and sometimes 
rattling, crankbait.

Here’s a look at three of the top lakes 
in the area.

Lake Shetek
• Size: 3,460 acres
• Maximum depth, 10 feet.

• Other species available: crappie, 
channel catfish, northern pike, white 
sucker, yellow perch, bullheads.

Lake Sarah
Area: 1,200 acres.
Maximum depth: 10 feet.
Other species available: crappie, 

yellow perch, bullhead.
Lake Benton
Area: 2,700 acres
Maximum depth: 9 feet.
Other species available: crappie, 

bluegill, northern pike, white sucker, 
yellow perch, bullhead.

Lake Yankton
Area: 401 acres.
Maximum depth: 8 feet.
Other species present: northern pike, 

yellow perch, white sucker, bullhead.
For more information, visit www.dnr.

state.mn.us/areas/fisheries/windom/
index.html or call (507) 831-2900.

Spielman is the editor of Outdoor News.
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FROM CONCEPT 

TO COMPLETION...
You’ll appreciate our professionalism

and commitment to the highest

quality every step of the way.

South 4th Street Tracy 629-3042

Hours: Mon-Fri, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; 

Sat, 8 a.m. to Noon

LUMBER – WINDOWS
CABINETS – DECKS 
SHINGLES –DOORS 

SIDING – TOOLS
HARDWARE–PAINT 

For home 
improvements 

that will last and 
last....insist on 

the finest 
building 

materials. See 
the crew at 
Tracy Ace

Ideally, thousands of fingerlings can be 
netted from DNR rearing ponds at summer’s 
end. Walleyes such as these are stocked in 
several southwestern Minnesota lakes.

Walleyes: Science guides state’s lake stocking program  

Continued from page 11
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Duane’s
Body Shop

• Auto Body Repair 
& Refinishing

• Auto Glass – 
 Insurance Claims

Duane OuraDa, owner
Westbrook, Mn 

 507-274-6655

Wanda 
Gág House

Childhood Home of the 
World Famous Children’s 

Author & Illustrator 

Open May thru October
Saturday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.

or by appointment (507) 359-2632

226 North Washington Street
New Ulm, Minnesota

wandagaghouse@gmail.com

www.wandagaghouse.org

Picture provided by Mark Boettger

By Seth Schmidt

Chad Kulla, manager of the Bike Shop 
in Marshall, says it is hard to quantify the 
impact of the newly-completed Camden 
Regional Trail.

“But I know of people who weren’t 
bikers before and have come in and 
bought new bikes since the trail was 
built,” Kulla comments.

He tells of meeting out-of-town 
bicyclists who came to Lyon County 
from the Twin Cities specifically to try 

out the Camden Trail.
“It’s definitely made a difference,” 

Kulla shares.
Funded, in part, with dollars from the 

state Legacy Amendment, the Camden 
Trail connects Camden State Park and 
Marshall.  The paved, off-road trail 
covers roughly 10-miles between the 
state park and the southwest outskirts 
of Marshall.  Bike odometers will click 
off 15 miles, if one pedals all the way 
between the trailhead at Red Baron & 
Expo Center on the east edge of Marshall 

and the state park.
The trail is gently rolling between 

Camden and Marshall, although a few 
challenging hills are guaranteed to get 
one’s heart pumping.  Scenery ranges 
from sun-dappled prairie and marsh 
vistas to shady stands of basswoods and 
oaks.  The trail meanders within a stone’s 
throw of the Redwood River.

Secluded trail segments make it 
possible to visualize the prairie as it was 

prior to human development.  Other 
portions go past a mix of rural housing 
and farm fields. Hwy. 23 is sometimes 
visible and sometimes not.  There is one 
Burlington Northern Railroad crossing 
that’s well marked with flashing lights 
and descending barrier arms.  As with 
any trail, users need to be alert for 
occasional road crossings.

Camden Trail links state park, Marshall

Lake Shetek Lots For Sale!

Call the Archbold TeAm for details!
bill – (507) 829-5407   molly – (507) 530-6036

1301 E. College Drive • Marshall, MN

Molly & Bill Archbold

Autum Blaze – 4 Lots available Edgewater – 2 Lots available

Dylan’s Lookout – 8 Lots available

a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate

The Camden Regional Trail covers mostly gently rolling terrain.

Camden trail:  
See page 15
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Open Memorial 
Weekend through 
Labor Day and by 
Special Arrangement.

Wednesday thru Sunday 
10 a.m.–5 p.m.; 
Closed Monday 
& Tuesday

Guided Tours and Visitor’s Center, 
Gifts and Tourist Information

Open for the Season Memorial Weekend!

440 North Mill Street, Currie, MN
(507) 763-3708

e-mail: endoline@co.murray.mn.us

www.endoline.com

Jump into 
some fun!

www.murraycountymn.com

Camden Trail
Continued from page 14

Bicyclists using the trail recently included Mark Mrla, Bob Jahn, Justin Vorbach, 
Chad Kulla, and Jeff McGuire.

Five benches are strategically paced as rest stops.  A bike kiosk, that includes an air 
pressure hose, is eight miles northeast of Camden.  Nearby, a picturesque footbridge 
leads over the Redwood River to an off-road trail.

The trail loops past the town of Lynd, offering users a spot to stop for a snack or 
cool drink.  Lynd is roughly three miles northeast of Camden State Park, and about 
seven miles southwest of Downtown Marshall.

The paved Camden Trail was completed in Marshall in 2017, making it possible 
for walkers and bikers to traverse the town’s outskirts on the west and north almost 
completely off-road.  The trail enters the Southwest Minnesota State University 
campus from the north, before veering east under Hwy. 23 to the Marshall High 
School campus and the Red Baron Center.

Trail users can also easily linkup with the City of Marshall’s bike trail system. 
Vehicle parking is available at the 10 city parks.

More than 10 miles of hiking trails, with some over steep hills, exist within Camden 
State Park.



By Tim Spielman
Contributing reporter

For casting a jig and minnow
• Using your trolling motor, very 

slowly work along a shoreline, casting 
your jig and minnow toward shore.

• Hook the minnow through the 
head and mouth. You want to drag the 
minnow in a forward, natural manner.

• A slow retrieve is paramount. Reel 
slowly enough that the jig and minnow 
will be near bottom, or along the tops of 
any vegetation.

• Jigs come in an array of styles, sizes, 
and colors. A smaller size likely will 
work best in shallow water, as should 
a basic style. You’ll know when you’ve 
found the right color!

• Follow all DNR rules regarding 
unused minnow disposal in regard to 
aquatic invasive species rules.

For bobber fishing with a jig and leech
• Slip bobbers (which include a 

bead, bobber stop, and slip bobber) are 
superior to other bobbers. They enable 
you to easily set the depth at which you 
fish.

• Set the depth of your bobber so your 
bait is 6 inches to a foot off bottom.

• If fishing at night, lighted bobbers 
are the way to go.

• Hook leeches through or near the 
“sucker.”

• Allow enough time for a slow-biting 
walleye to get the hook in its mouth; 
you’ll learn this from experience.

For “speed trolling”
• Let out enough line for the crankbait 

to run behind your boat at least 10 to 15 
yards.

• There’s a wealth of crankbaits 
available. Choose one that matches the 
forage of the lake – perch-colored for 
example.

• Expect to collect a few weeds along 
the way. A smaller-profile or even a 
“floating”-style crankbait can limit weed 
collection. As can an adjustment of boat 
speed or the amount of line let out.

• Don’t worry about waiting for a 
walleye to suck in the bait; when it hits, 
it will be hooked.

• “Speed trolling” can be performed in 
any depth of water, but try to keep the 
lure in the lower portion of the water 
column. More line out equals greater 
depth.
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1121 Third Ave, Worthington, MN

(507) 372-2919 or (800) 279-2919

www.worthingtonmnchamber.com

•	 Spomer Classics Car Show & Shine – May 26
•	 Worthington	Windsurfing	Regatta	&	Music	Festival,	Sailboard	Beach	–	June	8	–	10
•	 Radio	Works	Beach	Bash,	Centennial	Park	–	July	3
•	 Old	Fashioned	4th	of	July,	Pioneer	Village	–	July	4
•	 International	Festival,	Downtown	Worthington	–	July	13	&	14
•	 Nobles	County	Fair,	Nobles	County	Fairgrounds	–	August	1	–	5
•	 Cruisin’	Downtown	Worthington	–	August	14
•	 King	Turkey	Day,	Downtown	Worthington	–	September	14	&	15

Taylor Onken
Realtor

(507) 820-0570

Stacy Like
Broker/Owner

(507) 920-7630

2520 Broadway Ave. • Slayton, MN 
507-836-8503 or 507-920-7630

creativethree@iw.net • www.creative-three.com

reative three, inc.

20 Pleasant View Rd. – $399,900 8 Park Avenue – $134,900

62 Shady Rest Rd. – $249,000

42 Owanka Lane – $399,000

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

59 Keeley Island Dr. – $299,000

Thinking of Selling? 
We have buyerS!

Let us get you the best price for your property!
Contact Stacy or Taylor today!

See for yourself...this breathtaking and 
rare find on Lake Shetek. Build your 
dream home or lakeside retreat on 1.5 
acres with 487’ of low bank lakeshore 
(160’ not in a wetland and apx. 327’ of 
wetland shoreline) plus you have your own 
private, secluded island! Exceptional lake 
views, gorgeous sunsets on one of the few 
remaining lots left on Lake Shetek. The lot 
has a private well. Priced $30,000 below 
the appraised value! $229,000

Beautiful lake community steps away 
from Lake Shetek. This quiet, elevated 
development is located on a paved 
road with curb and gutters, wetland 
habitat, creek and just minutes away 
from a marina, public boat landing 
and entertainment. 4 spacious lots are 
available in this development with each lot 
size over 20,000 sq. ft. Each lot is priced 
at $18,500.

Excellent Opportunity to own lake lots with 
a great Lake Shetek Drive Location! 2- 
Buildable Bare lots with deeded ownership 
in a waterfront lot located across the road. 
Enjoy spectacular Lake Shetek views from 
the lots. The lots are located on a tar 
road on the west side of Lake Shetek in 
a development with many quality homes. 
The asking price is $26,000 per lot or you 
have the option to purchase both lots at a 
reduced price of $45,000.

9 Rosemary Lane, Lake Shetek Lighthouse Lane, Lake Shetek 7 & 9 Lake Shetek Dr., Lake Shetek

Little walleyes grow to be big walleyes like 
this one. Fertile southern Minnesota lakes 
can be especially productive when it comes 
to growing fish in a hurry.

Early-season fishing tips
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13th Annual

Jeffers Outlaw Days
Bring your in-laws

Friday, July 6 Ð  Sunday, July 8
Friday, July 6
5K Fun Run / WalK
5:30 p.m. Registration

6 p.m. Jeffers Elementary School

Street Dance 
“Hicktown Mafia”

8:30 p.m. Sponsored by 
Jeffers Fire Dept.

Burgers sold by Jeffers Fire Dept.

Saturday, July 7
lionS CluB PanCaKE 
& FREnCh ToaST FEED

8 a.m. – 12 p.m. Senior Citizen Center

VollEyBall TouRnamEnT 
9:30 a.m. City Park

**Pre-registration required - Call (507) 
220-4891

Fun Day in the Park
Kids Pedal Pull 10 a.m. 

3 on 3 Basketball Tournament 10 a.m.
minnow Races  & Train Car Rides

BinGo (for Kids & adults)
Kids games & activities

Community Supper
4:00 – 6:30 p.m. Senior Citizen Center

  

Street Dance 
“Jacked Up”

9 p.m. Sponsored by 
Jeffers outlaw Committee

Sunday, July 8
Community Church Service

10 a.m. Jeffers Trinity Church
Featuring “lynn Stoneking”

  

sea-doo.com

VISIT US TODAY

THE ALL-NEW, ALL-ADVENTURE 2018 SEA-DOO MODELS

Riding has been redefined. With the most stable platform in the industry, a new cargo system to attach a jerry can or cooler,  
modular seating with a huge swim platform and a waterproof Bluetooth‡ Audio System, the personal watercraft is now your  
personal adventure-craft. ESCAPE THE EVERYDAY.

S O M E T I M E S
I T ’ S  N I C E  T O  K N O W

exactly where
you  aren t

©2017 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, ™ and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affiliates. In the U.S.A., products are distributed by BRP US Inc. 
Always ride safely and responsibly. Always wear the appropriate protective clothing, including a Coast Guard-approved life jacket. Don’t operate your watercraft under the influence of drugs or 
alcohol. ‡Bluetooth is a registered trademark owned by the Bluetooth SIG, Inc. and any use of such marks by BRP is under license.

301 S. Hwy. 23 • Marshall, MN 
507-532-9649

www.yourwaytofun.com

Open Monday-Friday 8-5:30; Thursday 8-7 • Saturday 9-3

By Seth Schmidt

A new way to see bison in their native habitat is on 
track at Blue Mounds State Park near Luverne.

A tour vehicle with an elevated observation deck 
is slated to go into service over the Memorial Day 
weekend.  The tour truck, which has a capacity of 12, 
will travel inside the park’s enclosed restored prairie 
where the park’s bison herd roams.

A benefit of the vehicle, Park Manager Chris 
Ingebretson explains, is that it may give park visitors a 
closer view of the bison.

Park Naturalist Amber Brooks stresses that the tours 
are intended to be “less of a gawking tour and more of a 

learning experience” about the ecology 
of the prairi and bison.  Interpretive 
programs will explain how the vast 
bison herds that inhabited the Great 
Plains prior to settlement fit into and 
enhanced the prairie eco-system.  Tours 
will spotlight native prairie plants, as 
well as the bison herd.

Brooks stresses that efforts will be 
made to not disturb the bison with the 
tour vehicle.  Sometimes, she said, it 
may not be possible to get close to the 
herd.

It is still unknown, Brooks said, how 
the bison will react to the new tour 
vehicle.

• • •

Bison have been a part of Blue Mounds State Park 
since the 1960s.  Seventy-eight adult bison were at the 
park this past winter.  By early May, park staff had 
counted the arrival of 21 new bison calves, although 
that number could be more or less.

“Trying to count bison calves is a little bit like counting 
marbles in a cake pan,” Ingebretsen admits.

The bison herd is enclosed in 540-acres of restored 
prairie, with the animals rotated among several areas 
through the summer. The Blue Mounds bison are 
considered what Ingebretson terms “a genetically 
valuable herd,” because of an on-going effort to keep 
the bison free of cattle DNA.    The Blue Mounds herd, 
Ingebretson said, is considered one of America’s most 
genetically pure groups of bison.

Blue Mounds 
bison vehicle 
making debut

Approximately 21 bison calves had been born at the state park by early May. 
(Photo courtesy Blue Mounds State Park).

Blue Mounds bison:  
See page 24

A stampede of excitement  has arrived at Blue Mounds State Park, regarding a new vehicle  that will be used to access prairie 
areas where the park’s bison herd roams. Amber Brooks, Blue Mounds State Park naturalist, will lead interpretive programs 
with the vehicle.
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Balaton
minnesota •Convenience Store  

•Live Bait & Tackle   
•Clark Gas
•Café with 
 Home-cooked meals
•Broasted Chicken  
•Pizza •Subs & Wraps
•Catering Available

CheCk 
out our 
daily 

SpeCialS

Open 6 a.m. – 9 p.m. Monday thru Sunday

Across from Lake Yankton
(507) 734-5877

Dan Williams
Associate Broker/GRI

(507) 337-6683
danwilliams@edinarealty.com

Balaton EastBay 
addition

SpaciouS affordable lotS
Many with Golf courSe & water viewS!

$14,250 – $16,500
Tax Abatement Incentives for All New Construction! Please inquire.

•Originally Priced $28,000 – $33,000
•Balaton Bay Golf Course

•Panoramic Views & Paved Streets
•Natural Gas and Broadband Internet
•City Water, Sewer, & Electric Service

Highway 14, 
Balaton, MN

P.O. BOx 219 E. Hwy. 14, BalatOn, Mn
(507) 734-3511 • Fax (507) 734-2337

(507) 734-3511
A 33 bed facility with friendly staff on Lake Yankton!
•  Excellent state quality ratings nhreportcard.dhs.mn.gov/
•  Medicare and Medicaid certified
•  Single rooms available
•  On site physical, occupational, and speech therapies M-F
•  On site visiting dentist, ENT, optometrist, podiatry, 

audiology, psych services
•  Hospice 
•  Smoking is available in certain areas

Now accepting Assisted Living residents!
A 16 unit facility that overlooks beautiful Lake Yankton!
• Enjoy the privacy of your own apartment
• Care available 24 hours a day, 7 days per week
• Choose from Independent or Assisted Living
• RN nursing services
• Meals, Housekeeping, Laundry & More
• Medication and oxygen management
• Outpatient therapies

For more information call
(507) 734-6828

(507) 734-6828

Stella House 
Bed & Breakfast

One of Balaton’s 
oldest existing 
buildings, Stella House 
is an Italianate style 
of the 1800s.

Balaton, Minnesota

(507) 227-7813
Unique Bungalow, Fully Furnished House.

Great get-away for couples!

Family 
Dentistry
…Quality Care 

for Your Smile 
at Every Age! Friendly & understanding staff 

Taking good care of your oral 
health is important at any 
age. We offer a full range of 
dental care services – from 
routine cleanings to fillings, 
root canals, and whitening 
to help make sure your smile 
stays healthy and bright 
through the years.

Balaton Dental Clinic 
Richard Brown DDS

123 3rd Street, Balaton, MN

(507) 734-2251

Front from Left: Lisa Landsman, Sophie Jenniges
Back: Jodi Thooft, Brenda Rolling, Peggy Tutt, Elaine Tholen, 

Dr. Richard Brown

Grandview
Beach

Located on 
Lake Yankton 
in Balaton, MN

Sizeable Waterfront Lots For Sale
This 400 acre lake offers boating, fishing, swimming, kayaking, & fabulous sunsets.

Paved street • City Water & Sewer • Electricity Service.

Contact Fran or Mary Timmerman at (507) 828-7123 
We look forward to working with you to creating your dream home or getaway!

New TwiN-HoMe CoMiNg sooN!
Features 80 Ft. oF lake shore For this 

spacious aFFordable tWin-home – $274,900 
1700 sq. ft of living space

2 Bedrooms • 2 Bath • Sunroom • Open Kitchen & Living Floor Plan
Slab on grade with handicapped features • Double Car Garage

Other Amenities: Nearby Parks • Golf Cart ride away from a Golf Course.

Act Now! 

New Home DesigNeD 

especiAlly for you!

Pre-Construction Discounts 

& Tax Abatements for a 

limited time.

A unique AirBNB just blocks off the 
Laura Ingalls Wilder Historic Highway 14. 

Five cozy Bedrooms nestled inside this 1910 
Victorian-era Home. Restoration includes

nine-foot beamed ceilings and narrow oak floors 
and unique porches.

In the yard, there is an original fish pond, 
perennial gardens and interesting rock structures.

231 Third Street • Balaton, MN

(507) 227-7813

Balaton House
AirBNB
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Visit us at balatonfunfest.com for latest schedule.

Thursday, July 5
7 p.m. Little Miss And Mr. Balaton - Victory Christian 

Church
7:30 p.m. Medallion hunt starts

Friday, July 6
1-4 p.m. Balaton History Center
3:00 p.m. Pontoon Rides Around Lake Yankton
4:30-10 p.m. Concessions
4:30 p.m. Burger Feed-Balaton Foundation
5-7 p.m. Lighter Side Clowns

“Mobile Heart Beats”
6:00-8:00 p.m.

“Starfire”
8:00-9:00 p.m.

Free will donation towards Fun Fest.
9:30 p.m. Lighted Boat Parade 

“Mobile Heart Beats”
9:30-10:30 p.m. at Eastbay

10:00 p.m. Fireworks by RESPYRO at Eastbay

saTurday, July 7
Concessions All Day
7:30 a.m. Fun Run Registration - Lion’s Park
8:00 a.m.-Noon Breakfast At Community Center/Chamber
8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Glenn’s Tractor Show - CM Transport
8:00 a.m. 2-Person Best Ball Registration - Balaton Bay
8:30 a.m. Registration for 3 on 3 Basketball-Main Street
9:00 a.m.-Noon Balaton History Center
9 a.m. – Noon Cemetery Walk-Lakeside Cemetery
9 a.m. Volleyball - Knudson-Bosley Memorial Park
9:00 a.m.-3 p.m. 3 on 3 Basketball-Main Street
9:45 a.m. Kiddie Parade Registration/Parade-Lakeview 

Sr. Living
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Inflatables - Lion’s Park
10 a.m. Coin Dig - Lions Park
10:30-11:30 a.m. Kids Carnival - Lakeview Sr. Living
1:00 p.m. Parade Line-Up-Baseball Field-Maple Street
1:30 p.m. Float Judging -Football Field Theme is 

“Summer Fun”

Grand Parade
2:00 p.m.

3 p.m. “Hobo Band” Concert - Lion’s Park
3 p.m. “Rainbow Country Experience” - Lions Park
3-6 p.m.  Wildrose Ponies, Lion’s Park

3-6 p.m. Petting Zoo - Lion’s Park
3:30 p.m. Kids Tractor Pull-1st Ind. Bank Parking Lot

“Mobile Heart Beats” 
4-6 p.m. Lion’s Park

4-6 p.m. Dinner by Benson’s by the Lake at Lion’s Park
4:30 p.m. Cow Bingo-Lion’s Park

Firemen’s Street Dance
9 p.m. Main Street

10 p.m. Calendar Raffle Drawing-Main Street

sunday, July 8
10 a.m. Ecumenical Service-Victory Christian Church
10 a.m.-2 p.m.  Balaton History Center
10 a.m. Registration Golf Tournament - Balaton Bay 

Golf Course
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Trinity Church Picnic Dinner-Community 

Center
11:30 a.m. Disc Golf Tournament (Age 15 & Under)-Disc 

Golf Course-Maple Street
12:30 p.m. Disc Golf Tournament (Age 15 & Over)-Disc 

Golf Course-Maple Street

Balaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun FestBalaton Fun Fest
July 5 - 8, 2018

sponsored by the Balaton area Chamber of Commerce

All Friday night activities are at Knudson-Bosley Memorial Park; bring your own lawn chair. No parking at lake except for Handicapped parking. 
Shuttle service will be provided from parking lots at Balaton Bay.

Located on Hwy. 14, BaLaton, Mn

The Cottonwood River has been a part of Springfield 
since the days of its early settlement.  So it’s not 
surprising that the town’s big summer celebration is 
known as “Riverside Days.”

Many events in the June 20-24 festival are planned 
in or near the community’s outstanding Riverside 
Park, which includes  a swimming pool, campground, 
playground, and ballpark.   

A food stand and beer garden opens at the American 

Legion Thursday, June 21, with the Sleepy Eye 
Concertina Band playing from 5 to 8 p.m.   The line-up 
for the kiddie parade begins at 5:45 p.m. Thursday near 
the Springfield Public School.  The Minnesota Over 60s 
Band is sure to draw a crowd for the 6 p.m. ice cream 
social at Brown’s Park.

River-related activities begin on Friday, with a Duck 
Race by the Riverside Park Bridge at noon.  The Kids’ 
Party in the Park begins at Friday noon—featuring water 
slides, inflatables and game stands—and continues 
until 5 p.m.  The Kids’ Party resumes Saturday June 23, 

from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The Riverside Days Grande Parade winding through 

the downtown begins at 6:30 p.m. Friday.  An 8 p.m. 
street dance at the American Legion will feature “Lang 
Entertainment.” 

Saturday highlights include a 5K run/walk, fishing 
derby,  and an evening firemen’s street dance featuring 
“Hicktown Mafia.” 

See the advertisement on page two for a complete 
schedule and times.

‘Riverside Days’ 
to make splash 
in Springfield

Inflatable fun is returning to Springfield’s Riverside Park.

The Cottonwood River is a magnet in Springfield.
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Golf Course LLC

Bay
NEW MEMbEr DiscouNt!

$50 off
thE alrEaDy loW MEMbErship fEE!

1001 Lake Yankton Avenue
PO Box 206
Balaton, MN

(507) 734-GOLF (4653)

2018 MeMbership 
rewards prograM

More details to coMe 
this spring.

2018 MeMbership ForM

Name: 

Address:

City:              State:       Zip: 

Phone: 

Email: 
Membership Options: (All Prices include Sales Tax)

                  

FAMILY – OWN CART:* 
$465 $________

FAMILY – NO CART:* 
$375 $________

SINGLE – OWN CART:* 
$375 $________

SINGLE – NO CART:* 
$325 $________

COLLEGE STUDENT – OWN CART  
 $260 $________

COLLEGE STUDENT – NO CART 
$200 $________

ELEMENTARY/HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS $95 $________

LEAGUE FEES (Starts week of May 15th!) $25 $________

TOTAL FEE 

 $________

GREEN FEES:   

9 Holes 
$15.00

18 Holes 
$20.00

Additional Rounds $  8.00/Round

TRAIL FEES**:

9 Holes 
$5.00

COUPON BOOK OPTION! -- $120 (SAVE $30 ON 10 ROUNDS OF GOLF)

*New membership discount

** Golf carts are nontransferable between memberships. Cart memberships 

purchased apply ONLY to that membership. Either a trail fee must be paid for 

borrowed carts per visit (whether the cart owner has a cart membership or not) or a 

cart membership must be purchase.

Mail payments to: Balaton Bay Golf Course, PO Box 206, Balaton, MN 56115

(Credit or debit card payment options available after club house open for season.

CART FEES:
Pull Carts 

$  3.00

Cart for 9 Holes $15.00

Cart for 18 Holes $20.00

June 13, 1968.
For Tracy area people of a certain age, 

the date is etched with unforgettable 
memories.

A half-century ago, the infamous 
Tracy Tornado dropped from the clouds 
near Lake Sarah to begin a 13-mile path 
of destruction.  The immensely powerful 
F-5 tornado struck Tracy at about 7:03 
p.m., killing nine people, injuring 
dozens, and leveling scores of houses.  
The tornado was on the ground for 25 
minutes before dissipating northeast of 
Tracy. 

This summer, the community is 
remembering the 50th anniversary of 
the epic disaster with special events on 
Saturday, June 9. “Never Forget” has 
been chosen as the theme.

Jonathan Yuhas, meteorologist with 
KSTP-TV, will give a presentation 
talking about the conditions that created 
the tornado and the destruction that it 
wrought. The program will be held at 
The Caboose, beginning at 1 p.m.

Other events include a community 
dinner, outdoor concerts, informational 
displays, demonstrations, a quilt raffle, 
and silent auction. A balloon release 
will honor those who lost their lives in 
the tornado: Nancy Vlahos, 2; Barbara 
Holbrook, 50; Walter Swanson, 47; Ella 
Haney, 84; Mildred Harden, 75; Ellen 
Morgan, 75; Otelia Werner, 75; Fred 
Pilatus, 71; and Paul Swanson, 60.

All proceeds are designated for senior 
Tracy Area High School scholarships, 

given in memory of the tornado victims. 
The schedule for the June 9 

commemoration is:
   
Tracy Lutheran Church
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.—Lunch of BBQs, beans, 
cole slaw, chips and a beverage for $6.  
During that time raffle tickets will be sold for 
commemorative tornado quilt ($2 each or 3 
for $5).  A bake sale is also planned.

Central Park
10 a.m. — Sign-up and instructions for the 
medallion hunt.
10:30—Tracy Community Band Concert in 
the band shell.

11 a.m.— Storm chaser vehicle and 
demonstration.
Noon — release of nine black balloons in 
honor of those killed in the tornado.
12:30—“Roots of Oak” concert in bandshell.
 
The Caboose
11 a.m. - Ron Larsen and his one-man band
1 p.m. - Jonathan Yuhas from KSTP-TV

Noon-3 p.m. — Silent auction
11 a.m.-3 p.m. — Quilt raffle
Memory wall with photos and observations. 
Lunch available
 
Tornado Tree Memorial
11 a.m.-3 p.m. — Information booth, 
memorial stone, tornado tree sculpture and 
storyboard.

Tracy to mark 50th
tornado anniversary 

The Wheels Across the Prairie 
Museum in Tracy will be holding 
an open house on the June 13 Tracy 
Tornado anniversary, from 1 to 5 p.m.

Tornado-related memorabilia and 
displays include a portion of the 
original “tornado tree” that once 
stood at the corner of Fifth and 
Rowland streets, near the wrecked 
elementary school.  The twisted tree 
was moved to Hwy. 14 where it served 
as a memorial to the nine tornado 
victims, before being replaced by a 
metal sculpture in 1988. 

Wheels museum plans
June 13 open house

A once stately elm tree that stood near the shattered  elementary school became known as 
the “Tracy Tornado Tree.”  The twisted trunk was moved to a memorial park along Hwy. 14 
where it stood for 20 years.  Portions of the tree are at the Wheels Across the Prairie Museum 
today.



SouthweSt Sailor, June 2018 – 21

Valhalla Island, Lake Shetek – 507-763-3171 – shetekmarine@yahoo.com
“Selling & Servicing The Lakes Area Fun for Over 40 Years!”

Boats to Fit Your Lifestyle!
Check out our lineup of 2018 Pontoons & Boats!

ServiceS

•Rentals (Pontoons & Fishing Boats)  

•Bait  •Gas on Dock  •Seasonal Slips 

•Prop Rebuilding •Marine Accessories  

•Winterizing •Storage

Open 7 DayS 

per week

SaleS - Service - inStallation - removal BoatS & motorS DockS & liftS

SplaSh 
padS

Towables, 
& Tubes

...because
         the journey matters

Welcome to Prairie View Senior Living. We’re 
located in Tracy, Minnesota, in the heart of the 

southwestern agricultural region. 

Our 48-bed Skilled Nursing facility offers a wide 
range of services and the medical clinic and hospital 

are directly across from our facilities. 

Our goal is to enrich the 
lives of those we serve by... 

CARING FOR 
THE WHOLE 

PERSON

We’re proud that our 

staff has received the 

Silver Quality Award 

presented by the 

American Health Care 

Association.

RESPECT – everyone for who they are and 
who they may become.
RECOGNIZE – that every person is unique 
and has their own set of values, beliefs, 
ideas and own way of doing things.
RESPOND – to all your concerns, needs, 
and ideas.

MEDICARE/MEDICAID CERTIFIED 24-HOUR SKILLED NURSING SERVICES– Short term rehabilitation– Hospice– Activity Programs– Dietary services– Wound/Skin care– Physical therapy– Occupational therapy– Speech therapy– Worship Services
250 5th Street E. • Tracy, MN • 507-629-3331

PRAIRIE 
VIEW

SENIOR 
LIVING

One day during college, I was working 
at a Red Owl grocery store in the Jewish 
area of St. Paul known as Highland 
Village, when my favorite Jewish lady 
Mrs. Wiseman approached me seeking 
help.  

She said:  “So Joe, where is the gefilte 
fish?”  Despite the fact that I had worked 
at the grocery store for six months, I had 
no idea where gefilte fish would be, so I 
found one of the Jewish kids who worked 
at the store and he led me to the grocery 
area that featured borscht, matzos and 
gefilte fish.  When I presented Mrs. 
Wiseman with the jar of fish she said:  
“Thank you, I like you because you are 
such a smart young man Joseph.”

Poach (boil) a northern pike, carp, 
sheepshead, or white fish until the flesh 
is flaky.  Then strip the flaky meat from 
the skeleton and you have the main 
ingredient for gefilte fish.

You may be asking yourself what 
gefilte fish has to do with memories of a 
sportsman. Well, I have spent many hours 
in the spring of the year entertained by 
carp.  One year I actually thought I could 
smoke my own carp, but a midwinter 
blizzard blew my aluminum carp smoke 
box away and it was never seen again.

One spring day we had extreme water 
run off, and many picked soybean fields 
were flooded.  The carp followed the 
creeks that flooded the fields, and we saw 
their dorsal fins making shark contrails 
through the water.  We got our waders, 
wash tubs, landing nets, pitchforks, and 
fish spears and we waded through mud 
and water chasing carp.  On our trip 
home, my friend turned to me and said:  
“What are we going to do with all these 

carp?”  
No we didn’t attempt to make gefilte 

fish; instead, we saw a farmer spreading 
beef manure and we stopped and visited 
with him.  Told him our problem and he 
said he would be glad to help. All we 
had to do was throw our carp into the 
manure spreader box.  The following fall, 
the farmer told us he got 176 bushels per 
acre of corn that was fertilized with carp.  
He got the same yield pretty much across 
all of his 1,000 acres!

• • •
Carp and buffalo fishing was a major 

business in this area for many years.  
Don LeClaire of Currie, shipped carp 
in tanker trucks live to New York for 
the Jewish gefilte fish market.  LeClaire 
knew Lake Shetek better than anyone, 
and he was the expert on recovering 
vehicles that had gone through the ice on 
Shetek.  He employed many people over 
the years, and carp made a difference in 
all of their lives.

The Fulda Sportsman’s club 
contributed many dollars to local projects 
with funds they raised with their annual 
feed of home prepared, smoked carp.  
The carp that the Fulda folks spent hours 

preparing, was always 
done to perfection and 
had a very special 
taste from a recipe that 
came down through 
the ages.  Gefilte fish, 
it wasn’t.

• • •
Bows and arrows 

and John boats with 
flood lights are the 
latest equipment for 
the carp fisherman.  
I have even seen 
60-minute television 
shows that feature 
the latest pursuit of 
carp, so don’t put down the lowly carp.  
Remember what that famous Jewish 
philosopher once said:

“If the Lord gives you lemons, make 
lemonade.”

“If the Lord gives you carp, make gefilte 
fish!”

Twisters leave wake 
of good fishing

The Northwest Sportsman’s Show was 
always the big event that jump-started 
Minnesota’s newest fishing season, and 
every year I got to accompany my dad 
and some of his guy friends to the show.  
I will always remember the fist time I saw 
a set of Mr. Twister Tails flowing back and 
forth in a large elevated fish bowl.  My 
dad bought me a package of three that 

included 
a lead 
head jig.  

My first 
Mr. Twister 

Tails were 
white.

Those Mr. 
Twisters were 
cast into the 

Red Cedar 
River at Austin.  

I caught crayfish, 
soda cans, tree limbs, 

and blind bullheads 
from the Red Cedar.  I think 

it was a couple of years before I caught 
my first game fish, a northern pike, on 
a Mr. Twister that I cast into Big Lake at 
Cloquet.  After we ate the northern for 
supper, I was pretty much hooked on 
the effectiveness of the plastic worm that 
traveled through the water resembling a 
Gummy Bear.

Many years passed before I used 
Twisters again.  We were using frozen 
minnows that we had purchased, and 
when we ran out of mushy, frozen, salted 
minnows I was forced to try something 
from the bottom of my tackle box.  I 
found a three-pack of Twisters and a 
lead-headed jig.  I tied it on and flipped 
it into the moving water as we drifted 
toward a lake.

Wham!  The five-pound northern pike 
almost took the rod out of my hand.  
After putting the pike on a stringer we 
made another drift through the same 
spot.  Wham!  Another pike slammed 

Don’t carp about this fish
MeMories of a sportsMan

Joe

LeTendre

tells his fishing 
tales to audiences 
statewide.

Memories of a Sportsman:  
See page 22
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DAVE BOSACKER, Lic. #51-37

Call the Leaders in 
Auction Services!

www.bosackerauctions.com

Call the Leaders in Call the Leaders in 

(507) 829-5280
•LAND    
•MACHINERY
•PERSONAL PROPERTY

Thinking of Selling?

the Twister and then took its place on the stringer.  All 
three of us guys in the boat were now fishing with white 
Mr. Twisters and we piled up the pike on three stringers 
before we headed back to the dock.

Eventually we bought Twisters in bulks bags because 
their bodies were no match for a northern pike’s razor 
blade teeth.  We bought bags of Twisters in the colors of 
white, yellow, black, green, brown, metallic flake, and 
even blaze orange.  We bought Twisters with two tails, 
spinners in front of them.  Little ones for sunfish, and 
big long twisters for Lake of the Woods Muskie.

My best Mr. Twister story stars my faithful fishing 
companion Jake Konkol and me.  As we approached a 
narrow cut through a couple of towering rock walls, I 
said to Jake: “Tie on the biggest jig you have in your 
box and put a Twister on the jig.  There could be a really 
good northern laying in here waiting for a meal.”  He 
released the button on his Zebco reel and his big jig 
headed for the bottom.  He waited for the jig to hit 
bottom; and he waited, and he waited, and he waited.  
Then he started to reel up line and announced that his 
jig must have fallen off.  As he continued to reel, his rod 
suddenly slammed against the edge of the boat.  Jake 
attempted to reel in line, but he would only gain about 
a foot and the fish would take out about 10.  I told him 
to stand up.  He said:  “I can’t!”  I told him to lift the rod 
and he said:  “I can’t!”  Before I could get to him to help 
him, we heard a loud sound like the crack of a 30/06.  
The rod flew toward the sky.  Jake snatched it with just 
one hand.  Then he let out a large swoosh of air and his 
shoulders slumped in relaxation.  The fish was gone, 
and Jake was glad.

Question:  Do you have any Mr. Twister tails in your 
fishing box?

Small boat made big splash
The boat was shorter than a sheet of plywood.  It’s 

transom was lower than the sides of the boat, it had a 

flat bottom and was really tippy.  Every move a person 
made in The Bundy sent a message to the paddler that 
there was a good chance it would tip over.  

Over the course of a summer we had proved our 
manhood to each other by climbing the light towers at 
Marcusen Memorial Baseball Field, hiding on a concrete 
bridge piling as a train passed over us, and climbing a 
storm sewer pipe that was 20 feet above the river from 
one shore to another.  I thought the manhood challenges 
were over until we discovered The Bundy. Doug, the 
toughest kid in our gang, jumped in and paddled it 
across the river.  He immediately dared the rest of us 
to do it.  Despite the fact that the river was only 30 
inches deep, none of us wanted to fall in it and, yet 
one after another we all earned our stripes by paddling 
The Bundy across the river and back.  Then it was Phil 
Bundy’s turn.

Phil was our first baseman.  Phil was skinny, kind of 
shy, wasn’t a good hitter, but he could catch any ball that 
got close to first base.  It took quite a lot of taunting and 
teasing to get Phil to climb into The Bundy.  Before he 
could decide to push himself away from the shore, we 
gave him a big shove and sent him off into the current.  
We shouted instructions to him and he was so scared he 
didn’t hear a thing we were saying.  He moved his rear 
end to sit more in the middle of the last seat.  The minute 
he moved, water began to pour over the transom and he 
quickly moved back to his original position, but that put 
him behind the wave he had generated with his move.  
It rocked him.  He started to lose his balance.  He threw 
the paddle and fell over the side of The Bundy.  He tried 
to swim in 30 inches of water.  We shouted:  “Stand up 
Phil!”  He got to his knees and then he stood.

The entire baseball team laughed, and laughed, and 
laughed.  Phil didn’t come back to play ball with us for 
almost 3 weeks.  We didn’t win a game when he was 
gone.  Being 10-year-olds, we never told Phil Bundy we 
were sorry for making a fool of him, but  we did cheer 
him on when he hit the ball for the first time during his 
return game.

• • •

Bundy’s boat was the beginning of my great 
adventure with outboard motors and boats.  From a 25- 
horsepower, 2- stroke Mercury with a recoil starter to 
a 150- horsepower , 4-stroke Mercury that pushes our 
new boat along at 50 miles-per-hour, I have had great 
service from engines with labels from Evinrude, Honda, 
Yamaha, and Mercury.

Presently, our boat inventory includes a 15-foot, two-
person Sylvan Snapper and a 18-½ foot, Lund Crossover.

I have had a Skeeter fiberglass bass boat that looked 
like a bathtub, a Warrior fiber glass boat that was over-
rated, over-priced, and so poorly designed it liked to 
take water over the bow, and a whole bunch of really 
good Aluma Craft boats that never disappointed me.  
My present boat is the best boat I ever purchased.  

I have always wondered if Phil Bundy ever owned 
a boat.

        

Memories of a Sportsman
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•Subsidized Housing •4 Handicapped Units 
•Activities for Residents •Sunroom
•Rent our community room - Only $50 rental includes use of kitchen facility. 
Showers, Birthdays, Anniversaries, Graduations, Holiday Gatherings. 
Call to reserve your date! ($50 damage deposit required)

Housing and Redevelopment Authority of Tracy
760 West Morgan • Tracy, MN 56175

Office 629-3160

RENT AN APARTMENT TODAY 
& ENJOY YOURSELF IN 

AFFORDABLE COMFORT.

“Locally Owned and Operated”
By Dan & Scott Ritter

(877) SWTRASH
(507) 532-4500   e-mail: swsan@iw.net

The Cleanest Toilets in the Area!

…

Daily - Weekly - Monthly Rates

•Sports Events  •Parties
•Construction Sites •Auctions
•Hand Sanitizers •Portable Sinks
•Handicapped Units
DaRWin BaRtloW, toilet technician

Serving all of SW Minnesota!
Look us up at www.swsanitation.net
110 N. 11th St. • Marshall, MN

Located on West Highway 14 – Laura Ingalls Memorial Highway
Tracy, Minnesota • www.wheelsacrosstheprairie.org

Wheels Across the Prairie Museum
OPEN JUNE – SEPT.  • WED.-FRI. 1-5 P.M; SAT. 10 A.M.-5 P.M.; SUN. 1-5 P.M.

MAY, OCT. & NOV. • SAT. 10 A.M.-5 P.M. & SUN. 1- 5 P.M

After-Hour Tours or Special Tours available. 
Call for an appointment Jon 507-626-1949 or Billie Jo 507-829-5145



By Shari Dalin Nelson

Since 1893, Worthington’s “Amazing” 
City Band members have entertained 
thousands of music lovers during 
its summer concerts and special 
appearances.

Early in Nobles County’s history, the 
Indian Lake Township Coronet Band 
under the direction of local farmer Otto 
Hotzler formed, and they were often 
invited to play on the Nobles County 
Courthouse steps to entertain Saturday 
night shoppers who gathered nearby 
as they enjoyed the music before they 
returned home with their purchases.  

Businesses noticed the music’s positive 
effect on their sales, and in 1893 the time 
was right for the formation of an official 
city brass band which volunteer directors 
conducted.   In 1906 the city employed 
Professor Wilson Abbott to direct the 
group of male musicians who at one time 
wore green uniforms with white trim.  
In 1909, seven men played clarinet, one 
served as drummer, and eighteen played 
brass instruments.  Also, in 1909 on a hot 
Monday evening, according to Al Goff’s 
Nobles County History, the band did not 
show for a concert because they were 
out “girling,” all to the disappointment 
of the people who gathered to hear them 
and Professor Abbott, who was there 
ready to begin the concert.  

Soon after, a newspaper article 
included the solution to the problem by 
telling the young ladies to turn down any 
Monday night dates with these words, 
“The public will expect it of the young 
ladies from this time further and we 
sincerely hope that the young men will 
take a tumble to themselves before they 
get the lemon.  They have got it coming.”

Beginning in 1916 and throughout 
the rest of Abbott’s tenure as the band 
director, the bandstand had a hexagonal 
shape and was located 75 feet out over 
the water of Okabena Lake.  People 
gathered at the base of Third Avenue 
near the city power plant where they 
enjoyed the colored electric lights which 
were strung along the lakeshore, out 
onto the pier, and into the bandstand.  
The beautiful setting and the sound of 
the music floating over the water were 
indeed impressive and relaxing.  

Professor Abbott died in 1926, and his 
son, who was a senior in high school at 
the time, conducted the band for the rest 
of the year. 

The next director was Vic Moeller, who 
appears holding his clarinet in the band’s 
1909 picture when he was 11-years-old.  
Under his direction between 1927 and 

1946, the City Band moved its concerts 
to the wide sidewalk in front of the old 
courthouse that was constructed in 
1894.  For these concerts, people strung 
lights in the trees for added ambiance.  
While Moeller was director, women 
were able to join, the band played before 
and during each Nobles County Fair 
grandstand show two times a day, and 
the Worthington City Band officially 
organized with the election of officers 
on November 7, 1935, right in the 
middle of the Great Depression.  Weekly 
rehearsals took place during the winter 
in preparation for summer concerts, and 
many instrumentalists played in both the 
high school and the city bands.  The band 
was more than forty years old and had 
become embedded in the city’s history.

The City Band moved to its present 
performance location in the Band Shell 
at Chautauqua Park in 1941 after the 
National Youth Administration workers 
finished the structure, which today is 
listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places.  This site dates back to March 29, 
1906, when the Worthington Chautauqua 
Association formed.  After that, the 
organization secured what became the 
park near the city’s business center.  
The park offered camping, boating, 
swimming, and fishing along with 
electric lighting, long distance telephone 
lines, and city water.  A year later the first 
assembly hall was built to be followed in 
1907 with a permanent hall which cost a 
total of $2,500.

In 1947, Fairmont native Gerry 
Niemeyer picked up the baton as the 
band’s director and would continue 
in that position until his death in a car 
accident on Friday night of November 7, 
1961.  He also served as band director at 
the high school and Senior Choir director 
at First Lutheran Church. As director 
of the city band, this man, who was 
voted by his peers as one of the top ten 
American high school instructors, would 
occasionally pick up his trumpet and join 
in a trumpet trio or quartet to the delight 
of the audience.  After Wednesday night 
concerts, friend gathered at his Smith 
Avenue home.   

After Niemeyer’s death, first year 
teacher Richard Larson moved from 
the junior high to assume Niemeyer’s 
position including that of city band 
director for 1962.  

In August of 1962 Glen Evenson began 
his 25-year tenure as the band’s director.  
During that time, he added “Amazing” 
to the band’s name because he stated 
that it was amazing that taking into 
consideration that the band’s makeup 
varies so much from concert to concert, 
their concerts are successful.  At one of 
the concerts he received a baton made 
from lumber used for the hexagon 
bandstand.

Many Worthington natives fondly 
remember Mrs. Peterson’s Popcorn 
Wagon, which she drove to the concerts 
and other gatherings where the delicious 
aroma of popcorn brought many to her 

wagon during concerts.  
Galen Benton took the position at the 

helm in 1988 and held that position until 
2001.    During that time, the Worthington 
“Amazing” City Band travelled to its 
sister city in Crailsheim, Germany.  

From 2002 to 2007, Donna Larson from 
Westbrook served as the first and only 
female director.  

Under the direction of Jon Loy from 
2008 through 2013, the band returned to 
Crailsheim in 2011. 

Then, with present director, Mike 
Peterson, at the helm since 2104, the 
band took its third trip to Crailsheim last 
summer.  This trip was for the seventieth 
anniversary of the partnership between 
Worthington and Crailsheim, which 
began in 1946 when then ten-year-old 
Martha Cashel, her brother and friend 
Patsy Bartz collected used shoes to send 
to Martha’s Finnish pen pal who had 
written that children in Finland needed 
shoes.  Martha’s parents learned that 
Crailsheim needed help, and a special 
sister-city friendship began. 

Throughout its history, the ages of 
the members of the band have ranged 
from eleven to well past retirement 
age.  A recent pole of the members’ ages 
revealed that 25 percent are under 20, 25 
percent are from 20 to 40, 25 percent are 
from 40-60, and 15 percent are older than 
50.  One wonders if this balanced mix of 
ages contributes to the longevity of the 
organization.

This year’s concert season begins at 
7:30 p.m.  on Wednesday, June 6, and 
continues for seven more Wednesdays 
through July 25.  People of all ages are 
invited to attend the concerts and to 
think about joining the band.   
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The Kind of Store You Want Us to Be.

U.S. CHOICE ANGUS
PRIDE BEEF

CHECK OUR WEEKEND 
MILK SPECIALS!

HOT BROASTED 
CHICKEN TO GO! 

STOREMADE 
DELI SALADS

HOME-BAKED
BUNS, BREAD

& ROLLS

Open 7 Days A Week 
7 a.m. – 9 p.m.

West Morgan Street 
Tracy, MN • 629-3434

WE ARE YOUR LOCAL 
GROCERY STORE!

125 Summers of music

Tracy, MN

Want to 
advertise in the 

next Sailor? 
Call (507) 629-4300.

9,000 free 
diStribution

Gerry Niemeyer directs the band for a 1946 
Memorial Day crowd.

 Glen Evenson directs the band on a pleasant summer evening in Worthington.

Worthington City Band has been performing since 1893
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•24-Hour Pumps
• Service Station

• Tires
• ATM

• Convenience
•Diesel

• 20 lb. Propane 
Exchange

Junction 59 & 30 • Slayton, MN
(507) 836-8585

“After the Sale…its the 
Service that Counts!”

2525 Broadway Ave., Slayton, MN
(507) 836-1005

•LG
•Whirlpool
•Oreck Vacuums
•Holland Grills

ScottÕ s Appliance

VIP Floral
& Garden Centers

•Garden Center  •Landscaping
•Full Service Florist

2539 Highway 30 • Slayton, MN 
(507) 836-8260
www.vipfloral.net

2620 Broadway Ave. Slayton, MN • (507) 836-6800
Hours:  Monday – Friday 9-5; Saturday 9-3

hutgiftshoppe.com

•	 Lake	Shetek	&	Sarah	Clothing	&	Decor	
•	 Unique	Home	Decor	&	Gifts
•	 Clothing
•	 Custom	Floral	Arrangements	
•	 Jewelry
•	 Kitchen	Gadgets
•	 Bridal	Registry

GIFT SHOPPE
HutThe

Minnesota

Southwest Minnesota’s 

“Hub City”

Take a Dip at Slayton’s own Summertime ‘Beach”

Slaytona Beach WeSt
28th Street • Slayton, Mn

Open Daily at 1:00 p.m.

Left Bank
Roasterie 

& Café

Fresh-Roasted Coffee by  
the cup or by the Pound!

Health Conscious  
Breakfast & Lunch

Soups, Salads & Sandwiches

Specialty Drinks – Lattes, 
Cappuccinos, Italian sodas & more!

Monday thru Friday 7 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Saturday 8 – 11 a.m.

2600 Broadway Ave. • Slayton, MN
(507) 836-6008

www.leftbankcoffee.com

(507) 836-8629 • (507) 360-7266 Cell               2121 Maple Avenue • Slayton, MN

CArpet • ViNyl • Wood • lAMiNAte
Professional Measuring & Installation

Call for an appointment!

Slayton

A spring renewal that’s been 
happening for thousands of years 
on the prairie—the birth of bison 
calves—continues at Blue Mounds 
State Park. (Photo courtesy Blue 
Mounds State Park).

Blue Mounds bison
Continued from page 17

There is an extra charge for 
the bison/prairie tours:  $10 for 
adults, and $6 for children ages 
4-12.  Tours will be about 90 
minutes long.

Plans are to conduct regular 
tours at Blue Mounds Fridays, 
Saturdays, and Sundays 
throughout the summer.  The 
bison bus, which was funded 
by Minnesota’s Legacy Fund, is 
wheel chair accessible.

A bison mother and calf use their sense of smell to check each other out. 
(Photo courtesy Blue Mounds State Park).
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This National Prize Winning Kitchen was 
designed and installed in a local lake home 

by Minnesota Cabinets!
202 O’Connell Street • Marshall, MN
Open Monday thru Friday 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
or by appointment

(507) 532-4052

minnesota
  cabinets, inc.

LocaL kitchen receives nationaL grand prize design award!

Wind-whipped sailboards, rollicking melodies, 
and good times are promised for the 19th annual 
Windsurfing Regatta & Music Festival in Worthington, 
Friday through Sunday, June 8-10.

Wind-surfers will test their skills on Lake Okabena all 
three days, taking advantage of the region’s often wind-
swept weather.   Colorful sailboards sweeping across 

the lake will make for spectacular sights from any of 
Okabena’s public beaches.

Free outdoor concerts near Sailboard Beach add to 
the festive atmosphere.

The “Seventies Magic Sunshine Band” is the headliner 
Friday, with a performance that begins at 8:30 p.m.  Neal 
McCoy comes in for a 9 p.m. performance Saturday.

Other performers for the festival will include “Drop 
Tailgate,” Friday, 6 p.m.;  “Shotgun Drama Junkies,” 
Saturday,  4 p.m.;  and Shane Martin, Saturday, 7 p.m.

Also on tap are beer gardens and numerous food 
stands.

Worthington weekend has windsurfing, free concerts
Neal McCoy The 70s magic sunshine band.



Hours:  June, July, August – Daily 10-6; May & september – Mon.-sat. 10 -5; sun. Noon-5; 
April & october – Mon.-sat. 10-4; sun. Noon-4; Museum Buildings Closed Nov. 1 – March 
31; Limited Gift store Hours November thru March.  Please call ahead.

Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum 
& Information Center

Walnut Grove, Minnesota

330 8th Street • Walnut Grove, MN
(888) 528-7298 • (507) 859-2358
lauramuseum@walnutgrove.org

Admission charged.  The Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum is a non-profit organization working to 
preserve the history of Laura Ingalls Wilder and the community of Walnut Grove.

www.walnutgrove.org

Laura Ingalls Wilder Pageant
July 6-7, 13-14, 20-21, 2018

Outdoor drama for the whole family, based on the 
life of Laura Ingalls in Walnut Grove.

Call 888-859-3102 for tickets

• Veterans Display
• Several Hands-on Areas for 

Children
• 1890’s Depot
• Chapel
• Grandma’s House

• Walnut Grove Jail Cells
•  Dugout
• Little Red Schoolhouse
• Early Settler’s Home
• Heritage Lane
• Gift Store

2019 ‘Little House’ 
Reunion

Watch for details.

41
Years

1978 – 2018

Eight Buildings dedicated to the history of Laura Ingalls 
Wilder and other early pioneers to Walnut Grove.
Call for specific hours 877-945-2872

Gift store is 
stocked with 
books by Local 
Authors & 
Several Items 
Handcrafted by 
Local Vendors
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By Shari Dalin Nelson

Ten weeks after Minnesota’s 
most colorful waterfowl return to 
Southwestern Minnesota; Fulda, aka the 
Home of the Wood Duck, honors these 
lovely birds during the second weekend 
of June with its annual Wood Duck 
Festival.  

This year, the parade salutes St. Paul’s 
Lutheran School’s 125th birthday with 
the theme of “Learning for a Lifetime”; 
because, according to Dan Uttech, 
festival chairman, the school has touched 
the community in so many ways for so 
many years.

Before Fulda began celebrating the 
Wood Duck Festival, people gathered 
mainly by Fulda Lake to celebrate the 
annual Water Festival.  In later years the 
festivities moved further into the city 
itself.  As the wood duck population 
increased around and in Fulda, the 
event’s name changed to the Wood Duck 
Festival.   Continuing the tradition, many 
Fulda residents still place wood duck 
houses in their trees and enjoy watching 
the young families drop to the ground 
and follow the mother wood ducks to 
Fulda Lake.  

This year’s Wood Duck festivities 
begin Wednesday, June 13, with the 
coronation of Miss Fulda at 6:00 p.m. at 
the Fulda High School.  On Thursday 
night, the high school volleyball team 
will host a supper in the park where the 
Fulda Area Big Band will play from six 
to seven.  Midwest Rides carnival will 
run Thursday and Friday nights and 
Saturday afternoon and night.  

On Friday night, a community pulled 
pork supper will be held in the Fulda 
City Park, serving from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.  
Then the kiddie parade at 6 p.m. will be 
followed by the Fulda High School band 
concert in the park beginning at seven.  
New this year on Friday night, the Fulda 
Fire Department and the Fulda Lions 
will sponsor the appearance of the Black 
Hills, South Dakota, based Judd Hoos 
Band.

Saturday’s events will begin with the 
5K Run, the 5K Walk, and the Kid 1 Mile 
Run, which will begin at the high school 
and are scheduled from 8:30 to 10:00 a.m.  
At 9:30 a.m., the Antique Tractor Ride 
will begin at the railroad depot in honor 
of the late Irvin Larson who enjoyed 
antique tractors. Then, from 10 a.m. to 
noon, the Ironhorse Motorcycle Club 
will sponsor the Kids’ Fishing Contest at 
Seven Mile Park on Fulda Lake.  From 10 
until 2, the Historical Society will host an 
open house and lunch in its new facility 
by the depot.  At 1:00, volunteers will 
fire the Civil War cannon, which stands 
in the park.   The Zach Taylor Post No. 
42 of the Grand Army of the Republic 

purchased this three-inch, 76 mm rifled 
gun on June 25, 1892, for $155.  A new 
Lawn Mower Poker Run will begin 
at the Fulda Community Center with 
registration at 11:30 a.m. and the mowers 
departing at high noon.  Participants will 

ride their lawn mowers in town and pick 
up a card at each of five stops.  Once they 
have collected all cards for their hands, 
they will earn prizes for the best hand 
and some other honors such as the best-
decorated lawn mower.  The evening 

will end with the street dance sponsored 
by the Fulda Lions Club from 9-12:30 and 
the annual fireworks show which will 
begin at 10:00 p.m. over Fulda Lake.

Sunday from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 
p.m. the firemen will host their 
annual pancake breakfast in the Fulda 
Community Center, while from 12:00 
to 12:30 the Kiddie Pedal Pull will take 
place in the park.  From 1-5 p.m., Bob 
and the Beachcombers will perform, and 
the Community Club will have a food 
stand open.  

• • •
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church traces its roots to 1887.  In 1893, 
St. Paul’s new minister Rev. Theodore 
Schleuter assumed the additional roles 
of the school’s headmaster and teacher, 
so the congregation could formally 
establish a school which met two days a 
week in the first church building, which 
sat on the same block as the present-
day school.  Until 1920 when a bilingual 
minister began serving the congregation, 
all services and classes took place 
in German.  The pioneers’ dream of 
operating a school continues today.   
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City of 
traCy

336 Morgan Street • Tracy, MN • (507) 629-5528
www.tracymn.org

•	 Tracy	Aquatic	Center
•	 Wheels	Across	the	Prairie	Museum
•	 Six	Miles	of	Bike	Trails
•		 Swift	Lake	Park	Campground
•		 Hospital	&	Clinic
•	 Beautiful	Flower	Gardens

•	 Activity	Room	Rental	
•	 Ten	City	parks
•	 Shopping,	Food,	
	 Gas	&	Groceries
•	 Golf	Course
•	 Liquor	Store

See what Tracy has to offer…See what Tracy has to offer…

Fulda Wood Duck Days taking wing again

A 1908 postcard showed a reflection of 
St.Gabriel’s Church on Fulda Lake.

Kids and fishing go together at during Fulda Wood Duck Days.



MURRAYLAND REALTY WANTS YOUR LISTING!
WOW, WHAT A BANNER YEAR OF 

REAL ESTATE SALES AT MURRAYLAND REALTY. 
Because of this, the current inventory of residential, lake and commercial 

listings is low. But we have the buyers. Call today so we can get your 
property sold!

Luann Hansen 
Broker/Realtor

Jody Lehnhoff
Realtor

Pam Schreier
Realtor

CURRIE, MN 763-3700                   TRACY, MN 212-6688                  SLAYTON, MN 836-6996           OKABENA, MN 853-4421

www.murraylandagencyinc.com

SEE AARON, KALA OR LAURA 
FOR YOUR INSURANCE 

NEEDS!

Insurance for
•LAKE PROPERTY •BOATS 

•PONTOONS •JET SKIS •CAMPERS
LIFE–HEALTH AUTO–FARM–CROP–HOMEOWNERS

www.murraylandagencyinc.com

CURRIE, MN 763-3700                   TRACY, MN 212-6688
 OKABENA, MN 853-4421

Kala Larson
Insurance-Currie

Laura Post
Insurance-Okabena

Aaron Larson
Insurance-Currie

& Tracy

OVER $2.5
MILLION
OF LAKE 

PROPERTIES/
BARE LOTS 
SOLD BY 

MURRAYLAND 
AGENCY IN 

2017!
COMMERCIAL

PROPERTY

121 MILL ST. CURRIE

SALE
PENDING

701 CRAIG AVE. TRACY

141 Mill St–Currie, MN 56123  (507) 763-3262
117 S. Minnesota Ave–Okabena, MN 56161–(507) 853-4421

“You Know Us...We Know You”
Independent Home Owned         
www.curriestatebank.com

PRODUCTS 
AND SERVICES

•Checking •Savings
•CD’s •Lending

•EMV Chip Cards
•Mobile Banking •IRAs
•Mobile Deposit •HSAs
•Online Banking •ATMs

AREA HOMES FOR SALE

300 
STATE STREET 

TRACY

330 9TH ST.
WALNUT
GROVE

780 N.
 THIRD STREET 

TRACY

2342 
IRONWOOD 

SLAYTON

23 Sandbar Road
Lake Shetek

Lighthouse Lane
Lake Sarah

46 Owanka
Lake Shetek
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