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UA makes changes for 23,000 students

Projected UA
2006-07
enroliment

numbers

Total Enroliment:
23,000+
Freshmen: 4,200
Percent increase
of freshmen from
2005-06: 12%

Campus makes
adjustments in parking,
Bama Dining for largest
freshman class ever

By Lol CREEL
Staff Reporter
m Creel@cw.uaedu

With more than 23,000 stu-
dents expected to enroll on
campus this fall, University
officials are making chang-
es from parking to dining to
relieve the squeeze from the
influx of students.

This year’s freshman class is

expected to include more than
4,200 students, up from 3,739
last year, said Judy Bonner,
executive vice president and
provost. Though official num-
bers for the fall will not be
available for several weeks —
registration continues through
the first week of classes — this
year’s entering class will be
larger and will include more
National Merit scholars and
students with perfect high
school GPAs, she said.
Students are feeling the
squeeze in dorms, where man-
datory on-campus housing for
freshmen has left residence
halls filled nearly to capacity.
About 70 women in Julia

Tutwiler Hall are living tempo-
rarily in study rooms located
at the ends of each floor, said
David Jones, director of hous-
ing and residential communi-
ties, but they will be moved as
space becomes available.

About 20 students are living
four to an apartment in Rose
Towers, which was originally
designed to be “family style,”
he said. Over the past several
years, only three students have
lived in each apartment, and
last year most apartments in
Rose Towers housed two stu-
dents.

“Everyone knows it’s going
to be a little more full,” Jones
said. “We want to make sure

there are things we can do to
make everything go a little
more smoothly for everyone.”

The official number of stu-
dents living in residence halls
will not be available until early
next week after the no-show
list is complete, Jones said,
but he hasn't seen a significant
number of no-shows so far.

To ease the process of mov-
ing in last weekend, students
were assigned times so that
everyone didn't arrive at once,
Jones said.

To provide parking for the
increased number of stu-
dents living on campus, some
commuter parking has been
reassigned to on-campus

residents. Ronnie Robertson,
director of transportation ser-
vices, said commuter parking
in the North Ferguson lot will
be removed to provide parking
for Lakeside residents.
Commuter parking in the
Ferguson deck will be limited
to the bottom two levels to
allow more parking for resi-
dents in the area, where park-
ing spaces are limited because
of construction. Parking lots
previouslydesignated all-decal
freshman commuter parking
will be converted to commuter
and resident parking.
Commuter  decks

See ENROLLMENT, Page 2
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Alabama

ranks

in U.S.

UA ties with rivals
Auburn and Tennessee
among public
universities

By CHRiSTY CONNER
Assistant Campus Editor
| Conner@cw.uaedu

After dropping 11 spots
in 2006, the Capstone has
regained its highest-ever
U.S. News and World Report
best colleges ranking of 39th
among all public universities.

The ranking is even with
the University’s 2005 rank-
ing and UA tied with Auburn
and Tennessee among public
universities and is 88th overall
in the 2007 rankings.

Last year, the University,
ranked 50th, dropping behind
37th ranked Auburn, but this
year Auburn fell two spots
while Alabama jumped 11,
leaving the two rivals tied.

“Alabama is lucky to have
two quality public universi-
ties,” UA President Robert Witt
said.

Witt credited the 11-spot
jump to an effort to “attract
the best and brightest to
the University,” including
expanded retention efforts,
amplified alumni giving and
increasing the number of
classes with fewer than 20
students, he said.

Chris Kohl, a senior
majoring in communicative
disorders, said the academics
are harder at Alabama than the
previous school he attended.

“My parents didn’t
necessarily look at rankings,
but I do think that they are
happier with me going to
Alabama because it is such a
popular school,” Kohl said.

Although Witt was excited
about the University’s 2007
ranking, he also downplayed
the ranking’s likely impact on
the University’s recruiting.

“The fact that we're ranked
in the top 50 universities
helps our recruiting effort,”
he said. “But do I believe
that a student at the end
of the day will choose one
university over another
based solely on the rankings?

39th
News

U.S. News and
World Report
Rankings

Alabama: 48
Auburn: 44
Tennessee: 44

Alabama: 39
Auburn: 42
Tennessee: 44

Alabama: 50
Auburn: 37
Tennessee: 38

Alabama: 39
Auburn: 39
Tennessee: 39

2007 2006 2005 2004

I think that’s unlikely.”

Witt plans to swell the
school’s enrollment to 28,000
students by 2013.

U.S. News and World Report
determines its rankings by
judging institutions based on
selectivity, faculty resources,
financial resources and reten-
tion ratings.

Fatoumata Diallo, a senior
majoring in accounting, said
she is happy about the jump in
rankings, but said her parents
didn’t focus on rankings.

“I didn’t really know much
about it before, but I am pretty
happy about it,” Diallo said.

Among other rankings, the
University ranked 20th on
the “students who pack the
stadium” listand 17th on “most
nostalgic for Ronald Reagan”
list as decided by the Princeton
Review.

One list Alabama did not
make was that of the top 20
party schools.

This is the second consec-
utive year Alabama has not
made the party schools list.

Seniorreporter Nicholas Beadle
contributed to this report.

Gone greek
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CW/ Leslie Meredith Roop

Sorority sisters and alumnae pose for formal pictures after welcoming the new pledge class Sunday while their friends and family look on.

By ELLEN BURKE AND
NicHoLas BEaDLE
The Crimson White/ Corolla Yearbook

New pledge’s diary
sketches the ups, downs
of sorority Recruitment

Editor’s note: The following
is an excerpt from a feature
that will appear in the 2007
Corolla yearbook. For order-
ing information, visit corolla.
ua.edu or call 348-8032.

“I am looking forward
lo this experience. I know
it will be something to
remember for a
lifetime.”

er long, curly dark
hair, persistent
smile and petite
frame were lost in
the congregation
of cocktail dress-
es, flip-flops and
anxiety that snaked through

sorority row last week.

Shekepttrackofthesqueal-
ing pageantry of Recruitment
week at the Capstone. Her
diary entries scribble a tale of
tyrannical heat, sore feet and
riled nerves, all leading to the
blissful relief of snagging a
bid.

Her story began in
Coleman Coliseum as part
of the pack of high-strung
hopefuls aiming to network
their way into sisterhood. It
ended with a flurry of photos
taken on the steps of a famil-
iar house.

Because of sorority rules,
her name could not be used
for this excerpt.

“I have never seen so
many girls in one place
at one time. We were all

[Jeeling the same
emotions: excitement,
anxiety, fear and
nervousness.”

“I told her not to get set on
one house,” her mother said.

Her mother’s remark
meant she should not hedge

her bets on getting a first-
generation legacy bid to the
house forever intertwined
with college in

her moth-
er's mind.
But she had

not fallen in
love with any
house. She had
wanted to join
a sorority long

¢
before she knew
she was coming 356 0
to Alabama. Going \‘ - ‘e’(ed “\\S
through Recruitment 0 (QQ\S s ““e"\’&
just seemed natural \NOme \)\eg(\)\
to her. ea( ﬁ()(
still, she said she did ¥
not know what to expect
after being herded into
Coleman Coliseum on on e \ast
Aug. 14 with the rest of o st riond\
\Q\N\a 3 ‘)(090
the more than 1,300 . aifiere® o QuoR SV o In (e
hopefuls. It was there (—_ac“‘ea‘ \S\\me“\«m on < oW
that the girls’ schedule oy of Red! oot of wort c,‘\)'\\“‘e’““
was laid out for the 1o e A ound of e M‘eev\am“s‘
next week. st o0 B0 drec™t
“No matter what g from™
you think, it’s always e -

something differ-
ent,” she said.
But on Aug. 15, the first full

See GREEK, Page 2
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Welcome Back' breakfast today

Students have the option of a free breakfast today in the
Ferguson Center Plaza from 7:30 to 10 am, sponsored by the
Ferguson Center, Alabama Credit Union and Bama Dining.

Doughnuts and juice will be served, and students may
also pick up campus maps at the event.

Contra dance to be held Saturday

The monthly contra dance for August, sponsored by the
International Folk Dancers and Tuscaloosa Contra dancers,
will be from 7 to 10:30 p.m. on Saturday at Forest Lake United
Methodist Church, at 1711 Fourth Ave. in Tuscaloosa.

A lesson will be given from 7 to 7:30 p.m., and the dance
will follow. Music will be provided by Sons of Anak, and
the caller will be Reuven AnafShalom. A donation of $7 is
asked for general admission. Students are asked to pay $5,
and a donation of $12 is asked for families. No experience is
necessary, and dancers can come with or without partners.
Bringing clean soft-soled shoes is recommended.

For more information call (314) 255-2176, e-mail con-
tradancers@mound.net or visit www.contradance.org.

Free food in the Ferg today

The Ferguson Center along with Housing and Residential
Communities is sponsoring a cereal buffet and waffle bar
across from the Ferg Theater on Friday at 8 p.m.

The event will also feature a free presentation of the Adam
Sandler movie “Click” in the Ferg Theater at 9 p.m.

UA vocal ensembles holding auditions

The UA School of Music vocal ensembles are looking for
new members for the 2006-07 school year.

John Ratledge, director of choral acitivites, hopes to
attract both music majors and non-majors. Auditions are for
University Singers, the University Chorus and the Alabama
Women’s Chorale.

Contact Ratledge at 348-0178 or e-mail him at jratledge@
music.ua.edu for more information.

WEATHER

Partly cloudy with a 20
4 percent chance of showers
JIl| after 1 p.m.

Thursday Party cloudy
83°/63°

Friday
79%/64°

Today
82°/62°

VY,

Thunderstorms
likely

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“I have never seen so many girls in one
place at one time. We were all feeling
the same emotions: excitement, anxiety,

fear and nervousness.”

— A new UA sorority member on the emotional
atmosphere surrounding the 2006 Alabama
Panhellenic Association Recruitment.

See “Going Greek,”

Page 1.
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she said.

But on Aug. 15, the first full
day of Recruitment, she was
not thrown off by the hectic
house-to-house tours or the
drive-by socializing, but by the
heat and the exercise. An after-
noon rainshower made cling-
ing to sorority row bearable,
she said. The fan she brought
along became her first new
best friend of the day.

“Wearing flip-flops
was a good idea. My
[feet don’t hurt too bad,

but my legs are tired.”

Walking around, especially
in the heat, was exhausting,
she said. There were a few days
when the girls were allowed
to wear flip-flops, and many
learned to carry small fans to
survive the heat.

Once the first day of open
houses was over, she felt more
at ease.

She knew what to expect
out of Recruitment. She had
gotten used to the breakneck
stops, the quick talks and the
new songs waiting for her
behind each front door.

“All of the girls singing at
the door blew me away every
time,” she said. “It’s hard to
understand unless you experi-
ence it yourself.”

But after three days of intro-
ductions, ice water teas and
skits, lines were drawn and
some were left outside.

“Each girl was ner-
vous about who they
were going o pick and
wondering who picked
them. It was exciting to

CW/ Leslie Meredith Roop

New members parade from Bryant-Denny Stadium Sunday afternoon after receiving anticipated bids.

get on the computers
and actually make the
selections, though.”

The women taking part in
Recruitment gathered at com-
puter labs in the Ferguson
Center early Thursday morn-
ing to see if they had been
dropped from a house or if
they wanted to remove them-
selves from a house. She said
it was disappointing to find
she had been dropped from a
house she liked. But she said
she enjoyed finding herself
looking more closely at the
houses that kept her on their
lists.

Her nerves “were going

crazy at times,” but once the
house doors were opened, she
felt at ease.

“It’s indescribable
when you open your
bid card.”

Bid Day was Sunday, and
not even noise from the
crowds of parents and friends
on sorority row could cover
the fluttering shrieks coming
from Bryant-Denny Stadium.

After each wave of screams
crested, a stampede of new
sorority members burst onto
Colonial Drive and ran to the
houses that would become

their homes for the next four
years.

Family and friends looked
happy and relieved as they
waited in the heat to see their
loved ones run out of Bryant-
Denny after receiving their
bids.

She was lost in the crowd
again, but not for long. Soon
she was on the porch of her
new house — the one her
mother was in — taking doz-
ens of group photographs
— some formal, some funny.

Maybe she should have got-
ten her hopes up.

Corolla organizations editor
Samantha Poe contributed to
this story.

ENROLLMENT

Continued from Page 1

Campus Drive and near ten
Hoor have been only 50 to 70
percent full, he said, so com-
muter parking is available in
those decks.

More dining options will
open on campus this week,
said Gina Johnson, director
of auxiliary services. “Taking
a little bit of the load off the
Ferguson Center is one main
thing,” Johnson said. Bama
Dining also wanted to expand
the types of food options avail-
able.

A “meat-and-three” diner
will open in Doster, she said. A
tent on the Quad each Monday
and Wednesday will offer food
and entertainment. Once the
fountains in the Ferguson
Plaza are complete, a food cart
will open there as well. The
Bryant Hall Sports Grill, offer-
ing burgers as well as a café,
is open. Paty Diner has begun
accepting meal plans 24 hours
a day.

The Ferg has extended food
service hours this semester,
which will be evaluated and
adjusted if necessary, said Carl
Bacon, director of the Ferguson
Center. More tables and chairs
have been added to alleviate
the lunch rush, he said.

To provide more oppor-
tunity for student groups to
reserve space in the build-

INbrief

from staff reports ...

UA finance department
ranks No. 14 nationally

The UA finance department
at the Culverhouse College of
Commerce has been ranked
14th and 35th nationally,
according to a study done
by two professors at Western
Kentucky University.

The study was done by Dr.
Kam C. Chan and Dr. Samanta
B. Thapa, both finance profes-
sors at WKU.

The UA finance department
was ranked 14th out of 396
programs (top 4 percent) using
unweighted numbers (i.e. co-
authors get full weight), and
35th out of 396 programs (top
10 percent) using weighted
numbers (co-authors get pro-
portionate, not full weight).

ing, the Ferguson Center now
allows students to reserve
common areas, such as tables
in the dining area, instead of
only allowing them to reserve
entire rooms.

“For us, it’s going to be a real-
ly good opportunity to serve
a lot more students,” Bacon
said.

“Everyone knows it's going to be a little more full.
We want to make sure there are things we can do to
make everything go a little more smoothly for

everyone.”

- Davip JONES

Director of Housing and Residential Communities

Call 348-6164
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The Ticket Office will not be available for student guest swap and/or student ticket pick up on
game day. Student tickets should be picked up al the Ticket Office at Coleman Collseum on
the sfudents designalted pick up date. Designated pick up dates are as follows:

A=H
I-R

Wednesday, August £3ra
Thursday, August 24rd

5 =-Z Friday, August 25th

Sludent guest swap will only be available at the Ticket Office af Coleman Coliseum Monday
through Friday, SAM lo 5PM the week of each game. Only a student ticket can be exchanged
for a student guest ticket. The Ticket Office will not replace any lost or stolan student or

student guest fickets.

I a student has an issue with their Action Card on game day they should go fo the Action
Card Office at 104 Student Serwices Cenler for assistance. The Action Card office will be
open 2 hours belore garme lime and will remain apen until the start of the 4th quarter. If your
card is lost or stolen, temporary Action Cards are available from the Action Card Office during
those hours. Students are requesied to bring their drivers license, or anather form of 1D, when

requesting temporary Action Cards.

The student gates will open 2 hours before kick off. Students must have their Action Card
and a student ticket to enter into the student section. Palrons with a student guest ticke! ma}-
enter into the student seclions with out an 1.0, A
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BEST VALUES FALL 2006'

TEXTBOOK PRICE REDUCTIONS ON

Selected Textbhooks for Courses including:

SP 101/102/103 ARH 252
FR 101/102/103 ARH 253
MGT 301-Section 1

Selected Lower Priced Binder-Ready
Versions for Courses including:

HD 101 PY 358
PY 101 AC 310
AEM 264 BSC 300
ME 501 GY 105

Merriam Webster 3 pk Reference Set

English or English/Spanish 3 Subject Notebook
$13.50 $2.99
sku#11239307 sku#11239277 sku#10203200
150 count Filler Paper 5 Subject Notebook
$1.39 $4.99
sku#11030362 sku#10070604

All best value items are while supplies last. No rainchecks.

Convenient Locations:

Ferguson Center and Tutwiler Hall
Hours This Week:
Wednesday & Thursday 8:00am - 6:30pm
Friday 8:00am - 5:30pm
Saturday 9:00am - 3:00pm

Support the bookstore that supports
UA Students, Faculty, and Staff.

www.supestore.ua.edu



Opinions

Wednesday, August 23, 2006

Jordan Pittman w Editor
pitman@cw.ua.edu

What's your view? Send letters or guest columns to
letters@ cw.ua.edu. Students should include name,
year, major and daytime phone number. More
information is available at the bottom of the page.
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Our View

Welcome
[0 new year
at GCapstone

To all the freshmen and transfer students, wel-
come to the Capstone. And for those of you return-
ing students, welcome back. Where did the summer
go?

Here at The CW, we are excited to begin a new
school year. We want to give you some tips on
making the most out of your college experience in
Tuscaloosa.

To the returning students: Be nice to freshmen,
because you were once in their shoes.

It’s also good to remember that since all freshmen
are living on campus, parking is only going to get
tighter. Walk whenever you can.

To the newbies: The University might seem a
bit overwhelming, and once the hustle and bustle
of a new semester passes, you might start feeling
homesick. But don’t fret — there’s plenty to keep
you busy.

For starters, there’s Get On Board Day. Almost
every organization on campus will have a table set
up on the Quad, and you will be able to see just how
diverse the University really is. You can get infor-
mation on almost any group, and you’ll be able to
decide what you want to be involved in. If you're
interested in something, there’s probably a group
for you. If there isn’t, you can start one.

For freshmen, there’s the Freshman Forum. The
SGA has several committees that you can apply to
be on, or you can run for office in the spring.

Also this year, the Community Service Center
will hold an event called Ripple Effect on Saturday.
Several volunteer organizations will be showcas-
ing what they do and how you can get involved. It’s
never a bad idea to lend someone a helping hand.

Besides groups and organizations, there are tons
of things to do. The theatre department will put on
many plays throughout the year, the music depart-
ment sponsors several concerts each month and
the dance department will hold recitals. There
are numerous art exhibits and book readings,
and University Programs will have several special
events.

And of course, there’s Alabama football. You abso-
lutely have to attend a football game before you
graduate (just in case you didn't get tickets this
year). There’s nothing like it anywhere.

Basketball, baseball and gymnastics are just
around the corner, too. Each of these sporting
events is unique in its own right and always loads
of fun. Plus, as a UA student, you get in free. You
should also take advantage of the lesser publicized
sports such as tennis and volleyball, or get involved
yourself by playing intramural sports.

Also, don'’t forget about us. We'd love to have your
input in putting the paper together. Send us your
letters or columns, and we’ll put them in the paper.

Our View is the consensus of the CW editorial board.

We want issues, not attacks

Someone needs to teach
Republicans how to be nice. I'll
take one for the team and volun-
teer to get the job done myself.

Evidently, most members of
the Alabama Republican Party
are required to unlearn old-
fashioned Southern hospitality
when they run for public office
or take an important leadership
role within their party.

Republicans have no idea
what the word liberal means,
they have no concept of what
to do to help Alabama’s prog-
ress and they don’t under-
stand their Democratic coun-
terparts’ ideas.

Just a few weeks ago, Gov.
Bob Riley and his re-election
campaign began airing one of
the most disgusting political
ads I've ever seen. The clip is
30 seconds long, and the word
liberal is used seven times — on
average, once every four sec-
onds.

The ad doesnt tell
Alabamians why we should
vote to keep him in office for
four more years. It doesn't say
anything about what Riley has
done in office or what he will
do during the next four years if
he wins reelection.

Instead, the ad tries to
label Lt. Gov. Lucy Baxley as
too liberal for Alabama. It also
links her to politicians such as
Sens. John Kerry and Hillary
Clinton. The ad doesn' tell us

Assorted
Logic

Jordan Pittman

pittman@cw.ua.edu

associated with Kerry and
Clinton is an awful thing,
either.

I hope Alabamians will see
through this vicious attack.
Liberal is not a derogatory word.
Look it up in the dictionary.

It means open-minded, free-
thinking and generous. Those
are words I think would make
for a great politician.

The ad also takes Baxley’s
words about Kerry and Clinton
out of context. She said she
supported and voted for Kerry
in the 2004 election (along with
most Democrats in Alabama
and throughout the coun-
try), and she called Clinton an
inspiration because she was
a working mother and Baxley
could identify with her in that
respect.

Another fun fact about Riley’s
attack ad is the people he chose

mer aide to Birmingham City
Councilman Bert Miller. She’s
notorious for using a taxpayer-
funded city cell phone for per-
sonal calls adding up to 8,000
minutes a month.

Also in the ad is Alabama
state Sen. Gerald Dial, a
Democrat, representing
Chambers, Cherokee, Clay,
Cleburne, Lee and Randolph
counties. Dial has a major
bone to pick with the Alabama
Democratic Party because
many of its prominent mem-
bers supported his opponent,
Kim Benefield, in the primary.
Since his defeat, he has tried
to tarnish Benefield’s image
as well as the image of other
Democrats in the state.

It's really unfortunate that
Riley has chosen to use an
attack ad, especially this early
in the game. Usually, Alabama
gubernatorial races don't heat
up until after Labor Day, but he
has chosen to get dirty now.

He, along with campaign
spokesman Josh Blades and
Alabama Republican Party
Chairwoman Twinkle Andress
Cavanaugh, has done nothing
but attack Baxley since she won
the Democratic primary. Before
they labeled her as too liberal,
they claimed that she hadn't
taken a stance on any issues.
They recently decided to try
this attack again.

These attacks make it obvi-

have no idea what they are
talking about.

Baxley’s Web site has page
after page of platform issues
she supports, and she has been
talking about those positions
publicly since she declared her
candidacy.

Recently, she unveiled a new
nine-pointplatform full ofinno-
vative ideas to pull Alabama
into the 21st century along with
the rest of the nation.

She advocates raising mini-
mum wage, creating an insur-
ance pool so that small busi-
nesses can offer health insur-
ance to their employees, get-
ting more Alabamians on the
Internet and banning PAC-to-
PAC transfers so that campaigns
won't be rigged by special inter-
est groups.

Under Riley’s watch, the
number of portable classrooms
is growing, and more than 50
percent of Alabama’s children
are without health insurance.

Lucy Baxley is addressing
these issues while Bob Riley
spends millions on attack ads.
It seems like the choice for vot-
ers in November is pretty clear.

I hoped this race would be
a race about issues. Stop the
attacks. Stop the mudslinging.
Let’s just hear what you want to
do for Alabama.

Jordan Pittman is opinions
editor of The Crimson White.
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SGA makes several plans for the upcoming fall season

By JusTicE SMyTH

As we begin the school year,
I am excited to say that we
are fulfilling our three main
goals — responsibility, leader-
ship and legacy — that I have
pledged to build my adminis-
tration around.

I am excited to get to work,
and I want to welcome every-
one back and to let you know
what we have been up to this
summer. The SGA has been
busy for the entire vacation,
making sure that students can
enjoy a safe and fun year.

As freshmen arrive on cam-
pus, I want to be the first to
welcome you and talk about
one of the most exciting
opportunities that we have
created in recent years.

This year the SGA has cre-
ated a First Year Council

to address the needs and
concerns of all first-year stu-
dents. Applications are avail-
able now and can be picked
up outside the SGA office or
on our newly redesigned Web
site at sga.ua.edu.

First Year Council applica-
tions are due Sept. 14, and
all SGA committee member
applications are due Sept. 8.
I encourage all students to
apply for First Year Council
and all of our executive com-
mittees.

Since taking office this past
April, my staff and I have been
hard at work on initiatives that
will help all students. The SGA
was the driving force behind
the new 24/7 study space in
Julia Tutwiler Hall. This will
help all students who need a
quiet place to study any time
of the day or night.

I would like to thank
Executive Vice President
Judy Bonner as well as Vice
President for Student Affairs
Margaret King and the
Student Leaders Council for
their leadership and support
of this important student ini-
tiative.

One of my major cam-
paign promises was to make
sure that all students are safe
while here at the University
and in the surrounding areas.
This summer the SGA and
city of Tuscaloosa found 12
new areas off campus that are
going to get street lights.

The city is also replacing
all of the globes and bulbs on
existing street lights to pro-
ducebrighterlightto help keep
UA students safer. I would like
to thank Mayor Walt Maddox
and Reginald Kennedy with

TDOT for their help with this
important project.

In April when I was cam-
paigning to lead the student
body, I promised to imple-
ment a new testing strategy.
Tests that are on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday can
only be given on the first and
third weeks of the month.
Tests that are on Tuesday and
Thursday can only be given on
the second and fourth weeks
of the month. I am pleased to
let the students know that this
has become a reality.

We are launching a
pilot program this year
in the College of Human
Environmental Sciences to
see how well it will help stu-
dents. Michael Noyes, vice
president of academic affairs,
has been hard at work to help
make this a reality.

The SGA is also launching
a calculator rental program.
If you need a calculator for
a class, you will soon be able
to rent one in the SGA office
for free, thanks to a generous
donation of calculators from
the University Supply Store.
More information will be
available to you as the finer
details of these exciting new
SGA initiatives are ironed
out.

This summer, I have also
made some key appoint-
ments to important positions.
Kristian Collins will serve the
SGA as its attorney general
for judicial affairs, and Nick
Pourhassan will serve as attor-
ney general for governmen-
tal affairs. They will serve the
SGA and the student body
well, and I expect great things
from them.

I have also appointed
Chip Groeschell as our new
treasurer, and we are excited
to have him aboard.

You should expect nothing
but the best from the SGA,
and that is what we are going
to deliver this year. The indi-
viduals in this office are some
of the brightest, most ener-
getic people that have ever
been in here, and I am proud
to say that I work with them.

I want you to know that my
door is always open to you. I
want to be the most proactive
president ever, and I want you
to know that I will do what I
can to help you enjoy this year
at the Capstone.

Together we can lay the
foundation for another won-
derful 175 years.

Justice Smyth is SGA president.
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Outdoor Action builds wetland habltat

New College and Honors
freshmen learn about
environment

By ELLEN BURKE
Assistant Student Life Editor
m burke@cw.uaedu

The intense heat last week
wasn't enough to inhibit the
creation of a scenic wetland
environment, complete with a
pond, garden and observation
deck, in the UA Arboretum.

For one week, students such
as Joni Corbin sweated in the
deep woods while building an
educational habitat.

The Arboretum, which is
hidden behind a dirt road
and black gate, was chosen to
help New College and Honors
College freshmen bond while
learning about the environ-
ment, said Frances Oneal,
assistant director of the UA
Honors Program.

Outdoor Action, a service
program designed to edu-
cate students on the envi-
ronment, began two years
ago from Alabama Action, a
program focusing on poverty
education.

In addition to helping stu-
dents develop an appreciation
for the environment by com-
pleting community service
projects, Outdoor Action was
designed to help incoming
students meet friends in their
college, Oneal said.

Joni Corbin, a freshman
majoring in civil engineering,
said she already had an appre-
ciation for the environment,
but the program showed her
the “diversity that can exist in
nature.”

She said most people casu-
ally look at trees and plants,
but through the program, she
learned how different they all
really are.

Oneal said a wetland habi-
tat is important because inva-
sive species such as kudzu and
English ivy make it hard for
native species to thrive.

“There needs to be variety
in the woods,” she said.

Blake Barnes, a senior in
New College and co-director
of Outdoor Action, said a wet-
land is important because it
helps filter pollutants.

“A wetland is like nature’s
coffee filter,” he said.

Jackie Hartmann, a junior
majoring in finance, said she

]01ned OutdoorActionbecause

“it's a good way to help the
University and do something
that will last.”

She said the program taught
her about conservation and
the environment.

“The smallest things you do
affect so many other people,”
she said. “Even picking up
trash can help.”

Many students, such as
Tara Mitchell, a co-director of
Outdoor Action and a junior
majoring in finance and pre-
med, said they don’t view the
program as purely education-
al

She said the program not
only teaches students about
the environment but also
helps “ease people into col-
lege.”

The program makes it easy
to meet friends, Mitchell said.

“It’s nice to see people you
know walking around the
Quad when you're new to the
school,” she said.

While the program is aimed
at teaching students about
the environment and help-
ing them make friends before
school starts, Mitchell said the
program will also show people
there are scenic places in and

around Tuscaloosa.

“So many people think of

Tuscaloosa only as a big city,

so they don’t know we have
other things to see,” she said.
The Arboretum is open from

CW/ Ellen Burke
Kyle Zigelsky, a freshman majoring in marine science, Patrick Montgomery, a freshman majoring in general
health, and David Holt, a senior majoring in chemical and biological engineering, build a deck for Outdoor
Action’s service project at the UA Arboretum.

8 a.m. until sunset and is open
to the public throughout the
year.

daving

Black Violin also
scheduled to perform
at concert

By CHANDLER MYERS
Staff Reporter
m myers@cw.uaedu

If students want to see
famous bands play during
the Welcome Back Concert,
they might have to consider
other options such as pay-
ing for a portion of the enter-
tainment themselves, said
Brett Harmon, president of
University Programs.

ane headlines Welcome Back Concert

Students have been anx-
iously waiting for this year's
performers, and the University
has scheduled Saving Jane and
Black Violin. Many students
have heard of Saving Jane, but,
when asked, can't remember
their songs. Even more students
said they have not heard of the
hip-hop violinists Black Violin.

UP has withstood pres-
sure for the artists booked for
recent Homecoming concerts,
with some students complain-
ing that they want to hear
more popular artists than
the ones that have come to

Programs is more than will-
ing to book acts that students
want to see but the problem is
with UP’s budget and the high
price of many acts. Ticket sales
could help pay for the artists
or bands that students would
enjoy watching, he said. UP
has charged for tickets in past
years, he said.

“I know there have been
some students that have
expressed willingness to pay
for a ticket to see a larger
performer that we could not
afford on our own,” Harmon
said. “One idea I have is to go

bring someone we normally
would not be able to afford.”

Despite complaints, last year’s
show had four or five thousand
people in attendance, he said he
expects the same if not more for
this year’s concert.

Last year the Graham
Colton Band and Coolio
played. Coolio was a last-min-
ute replacement when it was
announced that the original-
ly booked artist Lil’ Scrappy
wouldn’t be coming.

Stacey Wells, a junior major-
ing in Spanish, said she would
be attending this year’s show

a good time.

Last year, she said, many
people left after they heard
one of Coolio’s popular songs.

“It wasn’t as great as every-
one expected it to be because
one of the performers backed
out and a lot of people came
but left early. It seemed like if
the other artist had not can-
celed, it would have been a
bigger turnout,” Wells said.

Harmon’s idea of charging
a ticket price does not seem to
bother some students because
they agree that it would help bring
larger performers to the Capstone.

sports broadcasting, said he
has heard of Saving Jane but
does not know of Black Violin,
though he might attend the
concert.

But not all students had
complaints about UP’s concert
booking performance. Justin
Kline, a sophomore majoring
in business, said UP has been
doing a good job.

“They could try to get some
bigger names, but at least they
are getting somebody,” he
said.

The concert is being held
at the Riverside crosswalk

campus.

Harmon said University

out on a limb and charge five
or 10 dollars for a ticket and

because it is a great way to get
together with friends and have

Chase

Higginbotham,
a sophomore majoring in

11:30 p.m.

FALL 2006 Textbook Price Comparisons

Dept/Course the College Store Supe Store Alabama Bookstore Off-Campus Store
ANT 100 74.75 used 106.75 new 100.00 new 103.25 new
APR 221 99.75 used 112.05 used 105.00 used 99.85 used
APR 231 73.00 used 81.15 used 79.20 used 73.15 used
ARH 252 66.75 used 68.55 used 85.65 new 67.50 used
BSC 114 219.75 new package 234.70 new package 220.70 new package N/A

CJ 100 71.75 used 102.35 new 95.95 new 74.65 used
COM 123 47.25 used 56.70 used 55.40 used 47.55 used
CSM 204 87.50 used 104.70 used 130.35 new 88.00 used

EN 249 52.75 used 55.05 used 68.75 new N/A

F1 301 99.25 used 110.55 used 103.65 used 99.40 used

GY 105 82.25 used 86.05 used 82.30 used 110.00 new
HPE 199 56.50 new N/A 56.99 new N/A
MGT 300 44.95 used 52.5 used 49.25 used 46.15 used
MKT 300 79.25 used/104.95 new 112.70 new 105.65 new 109.00 new

OM 300 52.50 used value ed. 70.05 used 65.65 used 52.90 used

Saturday from 7 p.m. until

Prices collected 08/15/06

the College Store

807 Paul W. Bryant Drive (next to Tutwiler Hall)

thecollegestore.com/bama “we accept BAMA CASH”
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Recruiting top students at cost

Colleges rope academic
thoroughbreds, leaving
poor behind, experts say

By NicHoLAS BEADLE
Senior Reporter
m beadle@cw.uaedu

Locked in a never ending
battle for students, money
and prestige, public universi-
ties —including the Capstone
— are hurling scholarships to
lure top academic prospects
and inch up college rankings,
such as the U.S. News and
World Report list released
Friday.

But with many top recruits
coming from affluent areas,
some say students from
poorer areas lose out as uni-
versities race for larger and
presumptively better student
bodies.

Rankings such as U.S.
News’  “America’s Best
Colleges” and the credibility
they can assign have become
vital pieces in the recruiting
game, said Barmak Nassirian,
associate executive director
of the American Association
of Collegiate Registrars and
Admissions Officers.

U.S. News’ list hoists up
universities' rife with top high
school performers and their
high entrance test scores.
That gives schools a “perverse
incentive” to focus recruit-
ment in areas that churn out
National Merit Scholars and
other top students, Nassirian
said.

The  National  Merit
Scholarship Program names
roughly 8,200 scholars each
year. It whittles the list from
the thousands of high school
juniors who perform well on
the PSAT, a test similar to the
SAT college entrance exam.
Personal essays and recom-
mendations help determine
the list of finalists.

Merit scholars at the
University get four years of
tuition and housing, laptops
and $6,000 for summer study,
books and other expenses.
Comparatively, roughly 80
percent of merit scholars’
tuition is covered at West
Virginia University, and they
receive thousands toward
housing and stipends for
overseas study.

UA aims to swell its enroll-
ment by 6,000 to 28,000 in
2013. Because of a stagnant
high school enrollment and
graduation rate in Alabama,
the University targets Florida,
Georgia and Texas, states with
ripe — and growing — youth

By the numbers

National Merit Scholar
Recruitment
8 2 0 National Merit Scholars
each year
3 5 Merit scholars enrolled
at UA in 2004-05
72 Merit scholars enrolled at
UA in 200506

populations in large affluent
communities.

The University ranked 13th
among public universities for
recently enrolled merit schol-
ars in 2005, when it enrolled
72. Its 145 total merit scholars,
black National Achievement
Scholars and  National
Hispanic Scholars last year
was a 50 percent increase from
2004-05. Officials expect an
even greater number of those
students to start fall classes
today.

The Capstone climbed
11 spots in this year’s U.S.
News rankings, tying Auburn
University, the University
Tennessee and four other
schools as the nation’s 39th-
best public university.

Athletics-style recruitment

UA President Robert Witt
said the University’s aggres-
sive recruitment of merit
scholars, though pooh-
poohed by leadership at some
other Alabama colleges, is
integral to expanding enroll-
ment. Where those students
go, he said, their classmates
are likely to follow.

To get those students, the
University must compete with
schools that already thrive
off top academic talent. The
University of Oklahoma has
an office devoted solely to
recruiting and retaining merit
scholars. Each year the school
mails campus visit invitations
to all of the roughly 16,000
national merit semifinalists,
consistently netting enough
to be one of the top 20 recruit-
ers of those students.

OU expects to enroll 136
merit scholars this fall.

To ward off competition,
UA academic recruiters now
use a staple of their athletic
counterparts: offer the money
upfront and reel the student
in.

“They do things right when
it comes to recruiting,” said
Kevin Whitaker, associate
dean for academic programs
for the College of Engineering,
which will start a more than

CW/ T.G. Paschal

Amanda Reyes, a freshman double majoring in computer science and english, sits with her new laptop that she got from the University because she

was a National Merit Scholar.

500-strong freshman class
today. Two years ago there
were less than 300 students in
engineering.

“If the University of
Alabama was looking for a
top quarterback, I don’t think
they would say they were
interested in you and, ‘We’ll
let you know in March that
we'll pay for it,” he said.

The University aggressively
offers scholarship packages
based on blanket standards
for grades and test scores,
even if it doesn’t have the
money to pay for them. If
recruiters cast the net too
wide, officials seek patron-
age, usually from alumni, to
make up for the shortfall in
scholarship cash.

“Maybe some day the light
will turn off on that, but so far
it'’s working,” Whitaker said.

Widening education gap?

Schools’ reliance on test
scores and automatic cash
to fill their ranks is widening
the socioeconomic gap poor-
er students must cross when
they head to college, said
David Breneman, University

of Virginia education dean
and the former president
of Michigan’s Kalamazoo
College.

ApaperbyCornell University
and University of Minnesota
professors released in June
2005 found that, as campus-
es increased merit scholar
recruitment, the number of
students who received fed-
eral Pell grants, aid based on
financial need, decreased.

High school graduates
from wealthier communities,
Breneman said, are more like-
ly to have spent their teens
being coached on how to
drive up entrance test scores
and breeze through -col-
lege admissions. That leads
schools desperate for top stu-
dents to spend the glut of
their scholarship on students
who do not need the help, he
said.

And if students head to a
school purely for money, he
said they are unlikely to be
good alumni — if they do not
transfer first.

“You would be better off
taking your scarce resources
and putting it on kids that it
would really make a differ-
ence,” Breneman said.

But many schools say they
have no choice. They are try-
ing to gather the resources
they need to survive and carry
out their academic missions
as state financial crises have
clipped funding for universi-
ties in recent years, Nassirian
said. Capturing a crop of
top-ranking students makes
schools more apt to climb the
rankings, bring in more stu-
dents and nab prestige and
cash for research and other
projects.

“They’re doing it because
they are desperate for resourc-
es to do the right things,”
Nassirian said. “Nobody’s
doing anything evil, but the
system as a whole is prob-
ably not doing right by the
nation.”

Try to get both of them’

Witt attested the Capstone
balances its out-of-state
recruiting in affluent areas
with in-state recruiting. He
said he makes several vis-
its to rural Alabama schools
each year. “It’s a very balanced
effort,” he said.

And with

the blanket

scholarship standards, the
University does not have to
choose between poor and rich
students, Whitaker said.

“Try to get both of them,”
he said. “That’s been our
approach.”

Craig Hayes, an OU recruit-
ment official, said the dozens
of merit scholars his school
pulls in each year typically
span a wide social and eco-
nomic range.

“We're not talking about
the most affluent members of
our society,” he said. “Some
students who have achieved
at the highest of levels have
no parent support and quali-
fy for Pell support.”

Still, “there is no easy
answer” to making sure those
from poorer backgrounds get
in with so much emphasis on
catching top performers, said
Brenda Thompson, WVU’s
assistant vice president for
enrollment management.

But a school that chooses
to recruit more in areas that
produce fewer merit scholars
and top students will likely
find itself falling behind — or
under, Nassirian said.

“Whatever moves you up
the food chain,” he said.

otates

ROCKVILLE, Md. — If you're
used to having a few beers and
getting behind the wheel, the
next three weeks will be espe-
cially dangerous for you.

Automobile safety leaders
announced Wednesday that
theyre starting a double-bar-
reled police and advertising
campaign between now and
Labor Day to combat drunk
driving.

The move follows new
numbers that show almost no
decline in the number of high-
way deaths involving alcohol
last year — in fact, almost
none in a decade — despite a
toughening of the legal defini-
tion of intoxication and some
increased policing.

Nicole Nason, administrator
of the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, said she
thinks that’'s because drunk
driving still is seen as “a social
crime” rather than “a deadly
crime.”

This new campaign will
emphasize that drinking and
driving can get you arrested,
Nason said. That’s in contrast
to previous campaigns that
focused on responsible drink-
ing and designated drivers.

Over 11,000 state and local
police forces across the coun-
try have agreed to increase
patrols and sobriety check-
points between now and Labor
Day, according to Nason. In
addition, NHTSA will air $11

ear up

million in television and radio
ads targeting males ages 21 to
34, the likeliest to drink and
drive.

The combination of a big
ad campaign and increased
enforcement makes this “the
largest ever national crackdown
on drunk driving,” Nason said.

Alcohol-caused car crash
deaths were down in 23 states
and up in 27 states last year,
according to statistics released
Wednesday. The biggest suc-
cesses were in Utah (down 50
percent), Maryland (down 34
percent), Rhode Island (down
24 percent), Massachusetts
(down 21 percent) and Oregon
(down 19 percent).

Drunk-driving deaths
increased most in Hawaii
(up 21 percent), the District
of Columbia (up 31 percent),
North Dakota (up 33 percent),
Delaware (up 36 percent) and
Vermont (up 40 percent).

“It’s time for this country to
stop just saying, ~Oh, that’s old
Joe down at the bar, he had one
too many gins.” said Lt. Col.
Jim Champagne, Chairman of
the Governors Highway Safety
Association, a nonprofit group
focused on promoting safety
programs.

Champagne, a lieutenant
colonel in the Louisiana State
Police, promised the upcoming
crackdown would involve the
“highest concentration of law
enforcement officers."
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Changes afoot at 90.7 The Capstone

Station to broadcast newer
music, specialty shows

By Laura PriTs
SemorEmenannwntRepona
= Ditls@cw.uaedu

Students returning to cam-
pus will be hearing new music,
new shows and a whole new
name when they turn their
radios to WVUA 90.7 FM.

Starting this fall, the
University’s campus radio sta-
tion will be changing its name
from New Rock 90.7 to 90.7 The
Capstone.

“For years this station has
been separated from the
University not only in look
but in sound,” said Chad
Anderson, station manager for
The Capstone.

Anderson said the idea to
change the name has been in
the works for some time but
that it was just a matter of get-
ting ideas together and finding
a new focus for the station.

“When I look at our old
logos, I realize how sepa-
rate the station has been
from other organizations on

campus,” said Anderson. “Our
colors had nothing to do with
the University. They were blue
and white, which made us look
like Kentucky. At least now we
have the correct colors.”

When the initial idea was
brought up to change the sta-
tion’s name, 90.7 allowed lis-
teners to e-mail suggestions for
the new name.

“We ran through a couple
of names for the station, one
being 90.7 The Voice,” he said.

Anderson, along with the
rest of the 90.7 staff, agreed that
the new name of the station
should have a direct link to the
University.

“Anywhere in town you can
say, ‘the Capstone,” and people
automatically think University
of Alabama,” he said. “It’s a
common word that has a lot of
meaning to it. It was a perfect
fit.”

James Hardy, a sportscaster
for 90.7, said that changing the
name of the station will not
only be a way to emphasize
music but athletics as well.

“90.7 is the exclusive home
for play-by-play coverage for
all UA softball, volleyball, soccer
and gymnastics events. We even

CW/ File

Andre Thomas, a junior majoring in business, and Marcus Brown, a junior majoring in telecommunication and
film, DJ on New Rock 90.7 last year. The station recently changed its name to 90.7 The Gapstone.

cover men and women’s bas-
ketball and a pre-game show for
football. Changing the station
name to something commonly
associated with the University

is a great way to pull in students
and alumni,” said Hardy, host of
The Capstone’s sports talk show
“Rock and Jock.”

For years, 90.7 has been

home to mostly independent-
labeled (indie) music.

“The independent-labeled
bandsarebasicallynewerbands
that are trying to get started in

the industry,” Anderson said.

Now, 90.7 FM will enable
listeners to hear more main-
stream artists that they are
familiar with.

“Think of it as the music
you hear on The X @ 100.5,”
Anderson said of the
Birmingham-based rock sta-
tion. “The station has always
been alternative rock and clas-
sic rock, but in the past the
alternative and even some of
the classic was from indepen-
dently labeled artists.”

Anderson said there will still
be some indie music played
during specialty shows.

“We don't want to get rid of
the indie music played on the
station. We just want to mix
both indie and mainstream
artists together to better fit our
listeners.”

Regular hours for listeners to
hear all of their favorite artists
will be every day from 6 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Specialty shows will
broadcast every night starting
at 6 p.m.

On Sunday mornings, 90.7
will host a gospel show around
10 am., and during the week
there will be a hip-hop show
and a heavy metal show.

ENTERTAIN

Continued from Page 10

interests.

So here we are, at the begin-
ning of a new year, with a new
staff at The Crimson White, and
among that staff, yours truly
starts the job as entertainment
editor.

The big question is; Do 1
know enough about this cam-
pus, its students and their
myriad interests to success-
fully cover everything?

Probably not, but that’s why
I have backup at The CW, right?
Surely the Entertainment staff
knows pretty much everything
we need to cover?

The answer, again, is no.

Funny that though it is our

job to monitor the interests
of the students as a whole, we
are sometimes the furthest
removed from the collected
body.

I know I am. Sure, I could
cover everything [ want to cover
in The CW, but I guarantee that
this would not be anything any
of you wanted to read — itd
be a desk exclusively devoted
to the merits of independent
films, comic books and weird
British music.

That’s not to say that you
won't see any of these things
in the Entertainment section.
That’s almost a guarantee; in
fact, I'll be doing a comic book
column occasionally.

But the point of all this is,
finally: Noamountofstaffmem-
bers can do this job without the

support of the student body.
This is your Entertainment sec-
tion, and in the end, I'm work-
ing for all of you.

Does that require of you any
obligation? Well ... yes and no.
I'm not twisting anyone’s arm
to join the CW staff (though
it's certainly a rewarding job).
However — and this is a big
deal — this job will be a lot
easier, and the paper will be
of a much higher quality, if the
doors of communication are
open between you and 1.

By all means, shoot me an
e-mail. Let me know what you
think of the Entertainment sec-
tion.

Let me know what you
want to see covered. Tell
me about cool stuff going
on around campus or the

THE BIGGEST BACK TO SCHOOL

POSTER SALE

Where:
Ferguson Center

2nd Floor TV Lounge

When:

Mon. Aug. 21 thru Fri. Aug. 25

Time:
10A.M. -7 PM.

Sponsor:
University Programs

Stop the
Hate

Corey Craft

craft@cw.ua.edu

Tuscaloosa area.
If you're involved in a cool

Get Yo

event, I want to hear from you.
If you're in a band, let’s hear
your stuff. There is nothing
more exciting, I think, than
getting recognized for doing
your good work, and this is an
outlet in which that can hap-
pen.

So please, please drop me
an e-mail at craft@cw.ua.
edu. Phil Owen is the assis-
tant entertainment editor, and
he’s a pretty good guy — not
nearly as intimidating as he
looks. Drop him an e-mail at
owen@cw.ua.edu. There’s a
very good chance that we'll get

RipTimE

Tiny TheAawm

Hram
BEEvany

back to you.

So here’s to this year being an
extraordinary, bountiful year at
the Entertainment desk. I think
it will be. Today and in the next
few weeks, we've got a wide
variety of stories — including,
but not limited to: “American
Idol,” restaurant coverage,
gameday fashion, independent
film, local music and next-gen
DVD players — coming your
way.

We'll do our part to cover it
as best we can, as we always
try; but don't forget to stay in
contact.

MRS

CHANFIONSTIF
Trawms

HEasrmm

NiWMErEs

A CELEBRATION oOF

CRIMSON TIDE FOOTBALL

[IT IR PR FRN]
anp

Support the bookstore that supports
UA Students, Faculty, and Staff.

Ferguson Center and Tutwiler Hall
Hours This Week:
Wednesday & Thursday 8:00am - 6:30pm
Friday 8:00am - 5:30pm
Saturday 9:00am - 3:00pm
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IDOL

Continued from Page 10

words to “Sweet Home
Alabama” so that I could par-
ticipate in a joyous, state-pride
crowd song.

I didn't sleep Sunday night
and left Tuscaloosaforimpend-
ing doom around 2 a.m.

Though a fair amount of
people were already lined up
when I got to the BJCC at 2:45
a.m., not much conversation
or singing could be heard. I'm
not sure whether the relative
silence can be attributed to the
early time or the anticipation
of auditioning, but by 3:30,
people were much more lively
(in a terrible, terrible way).

As more “Idol” potentials
arrived, I heard more chatter
and spontaneous outbursts of
singing, including renditions
of the Righteous Brothers’
“Unchained Melody” and
Mariah Carey’s “Hero.”

An “Idol” official speaking
through a megaphone walked
along the line of auditioners
several times during the next
couple of hours, reminding
everyone they would need
their wristband, ticket, IDs and
release form.

When he walked around at
3:40, he told everyone to be
“patient and courteous,” and
he explained that our places
in line were not important, as
auditioners would be called by
the section number on the seat
tickets we were given.

Waiting in line, and really
the entire audition process,
was one of the oddest experi-
ences I've had — people took
turns singing for each other,
expecting applause and praise.
Instead of singing actual songs,
they should have just put the
words, “Ah! I'm an attention
whore! Listen to me and tell
me how wonderful I am!” to a
melody.

A girl sitting in a group a
few feet away from me was
doing her best to sing everyone
to death. She was interrupted
by another girl, and they had
a battle over who could sing
louder.

A girl closer to the front
insisted on singing over and
over again. After she paused
for praise one time, a guy
behind me said, “Why are
they clapping for her?” These

Thousands of “American Idol” hopefuls wait in a parking lot for auditions at the Birmingham-Jefferson Convention
Gomplex before sunrise Monday. Birmingham is one of seven audition sites for the show’s sixth season.

people were capable of giving
fake support, but it was obvi-
ous they were all eager to win
and wouldn’t hide their true
contempt for their competi-
tion.

A couple of guys who had
been mocking the singers took
their turn and sang “This Little
Light of Mine” in an obviously
joking way. Nobody got the
hint, though.

The lengths some people
went to get to the auditions
amazes me. I heard a guy
talking about how he forgot
his release form, so he bor-
rowed someone else’s, took it
to Office Max, folded it to block
the writing that was already
there, wrote in the necessary
information, came back and
returned the original release
form.

Another couple of guys I
met traveled “13 hours” from
Virginia Beach. One was trying
out, and Mike E. was his guest.
Mike went to get a pair of sun-
glasses for his friend because
they didn't realize that was a
requirement.

Mike didn't seem confi-
dent about the likelihood of
his friend being asked back for
the second round. He said that
though his friend is talented,
he thinks the audition process
is “kind of messed up.”

“The sad thing about it is the
first people you audition for is

the producers,” Mike said.

I heard some interesting
conversations while waiting,
including song choice advice,
favorite Simon Cowell quotes,
who should have won in the
past seasons and a conspiracy
theory about finalists being
chosen independently from
any of the auditions.

To appease the crowd dur-
ing the ridiculously long wait,
items promoting Fox TV shows
were passed out. I wasn't lucky
enough to get anything, and
I really had my eye on the
“Vanished” compact and the
“’Til Death” stress ball.

Soon after 5 a.m., the doors
were opened and the first sev-
eral people in line were allowed
to enter the arena. The line
moved slowly, and I didn't get
in until just shy of 6:30.

We were warned soon after
I sat in my seat that we would
have to hear “Sweet Home
Alabama” nonstop for the next
fewhours. Iimmediately got up
to wander around, as to avoid
hearing the song so loudly. I
found people lined up in front
of Gourmet Grill and The Dog
House getting their breakfast
of nachos, French fries, ham-
burgers and hot dogs.

Still, only a small percent-
age of people had been let in,
and the rest got to stand on the
steps outside the arena in the
smoldering, humid heat. I wish

MONEY FOR COLLEGE

i

She got a facelift, you got the tuition bill.

Not to worry: a Campus Door student loan can cover up to 100% of
your education costs, with online approval In less than a minute.
All without the painful side effects.

campusdoor.com

4
CAMPUSDOOR'

GREAT FUTURES START HERE™

- 1 'J
€ g p g
Like this pos wnload you printable PDF version at%npusdoor.comlposters

All loans are subject to credit approval. Programs, rates, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Other restrictions apply.
Trade/Servicemarks are the property of Campus Door Inc. and/or its affiliates. Lender is Lehman Brothers Bank, FSB. ©2006 Campus Door Inc. All
Rights Reserved. Equal Opportunity Lender.

I hadn't gotten in line as early
as I did that morning, because
I missed out on making some
fantastic promotional videos
with Fox 6. I watched gloom-
ily through the window as the
enthusiastic crowd got to raise
the roof with Ryan Seacrest.

Around 8:45 a.m., the
remaining “Idol” hopefuls were
allowed to enter the arena.
By this time I'd heard “Sweet
Home Alabama” more times
than Lynyrd Skynyrd has, and
it didn’t stop until 9:35.

Between 9:10 and 9:35 a
guy named Ron stood on the
arena floor and taught the
crowd “Sweet Home Alabama”
through a microphone, at
which point I zoned out.

Then Ron taught the crowd
several awesome cheers:
“Ruben, Bo, Taylor and me
— I'm the next ‘American
Idol” Wooo000!”; “I'm the next
‘American Idol” Wooo000!”;
“Birmingham — where idols
are born! Woooooo!”; and
“Welcome to the two-oh-five!
Woo0000!”

Patrick, a friendly, caring
producer, took the floor and
told us about the specifics of

the audition process. He said
the “giant door” was desig-
nated for losers and the “tiny
door” was for winners.

Fourteen tables were set up
on the floor of the arena, and
two producers would sit at
each one to judge four people
in a line at a time. We were
instructed to have two songs
ready, but he said we would
probably only have time to sing
a verse and the chorus of one.
If the producers deemed us
worthy, we would be asked to
come back two weeks later to
audition for the three famous
judges.

He stressed that complaints
about “Idol” should be done
in front of the cameras. “The
camera is here for you,” Patrick
said.

The final request Patrick
made was for no one to sing
Etta James’' “At Last” unless
they could do it extremely well.
He said the producers don't
want to hear it butchered any-
more, as it’s the most overdone
song.

Auditions officially began at
10:25 with section 31. I was in
section 23 and had to wait for

an hour-and-a-half for my sec-
tion to be called.

When my section was finally
asked to go down to the floor,
everyone eagerly jumped up
and began practicing quietly to
themselves and offering false
encouraging words to each
other.

The best thing I heard was
some chick talking to her mom:
“OMG, Mom! Is my hat at the
right angle? I need it to cast a
shadow on this much of my
eye. I'm so excited — they're
going to love it when I whip off
my hat!”

A lady took my release
form, which made me agree
to sell my soul to Fox, and I
approached table five.

Two girls sang before me,
both of whom were very good.

I sang the last verse of Paul
Simon’s “American Tune” for a
couple of stone-faced produc-
ers. They weren't impressed by
anyone in my group and, with-
out hesitation, sent us all to
have the wristbands snipped
off.

Guess they couldn't use us
to sell Ford trucks or Cingular
phones.

"T love
BIGWORDS.com!
This is my 2nhd
semester using it and
once again ] saved

Johanna from
University of
Michigan

OVER.$200 oh my books!"

(price compare
textbooks, DVDS,

m music, and games)

dIREEL

[
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Ye habe a Great Selection of
Back-to-School Basgics.

Come Check us Out!

Ferguson Center and Tutwiler Hall
Wednesday, August 23rd 8am-6:30pm
Thursday, August 24th S8am-6:30pm
Friday, August 25th S8am-5:30pm
Saturday, August 26th 9am-3pm
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A STYLE FOR EVERY STORY ™

SHE WEARS LEVI’S®

SKINNY JEANS THE

HE WEARS LEVI’S® ORIGINAL

SLIM STRAIGHT JEANS

Find your Levi's® style
at GOODYs today!

McFarland Mall, 900 Skyland Blvd. East www.shopgoodys.com/mylevis
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Help us to
expand our
coverage

By Corey CRAFT
Entertainment Editor
m craft@cw.uaedu

The Entertainment section,
by its very nature, is an eclec-
tic desk. It’s safe to say as well
that the interests of college
students during their leisure
time run the gamut — movies,
music, beer, fashion, obnox-
ious bass amplifiers, chicken
wings, video games and comic
books. The list can go on and
on.

So if someone is to cre-
ate a successful college
Entertainment section, he has
to be exposed to many of these

See ENTERTAIN, Page 7

Visit our
nearby
Tuscaloosa
location!

Quest to become ‘Idol’ chaotic

“Idol” chatter

What to bring: Ticket
and wristband intact on
wrist (protect it by cover-
ing it in plastic wrap),

a pair of sunglasses,
release form, IDS

What not to bring: Food,
drinks, illegal drugs,
alcohol, fireworks, ani-
mals, candles

Other: Prepare two songs
to sing a cappella, be
prepared to participate in
crowd songs and crowd
shots, learn words o

“Sweet Home Alabama”

By KATHLEEN BuCCLEUGH
Copy Editor
m buccleugh@cw.uaedu

“American Idol,” one of the
most popular tele-
vision shows on

BJCC, where I stood in line for
four hours waiting to register.
This year, “Idol” registration
was held during the two days
priortoauditions. Birmingham
registration began at 6 a.m.
Saturday and contin-

the air, has made a
practical industry
out of its quest to
find the brightest
talent in the coun-
try. Since two past
winners and final-
ists have come from
Birmingham, for

ued through Monday
morning right before
auditions.
According to the
Web site, no camp-
ingwould be allowed
at any of the venues
this year, but I'm
certain people slept

its sixth season the Kathleen 1?/}ltsi)de %Vernight.
show brought audi- aybe they just
tions to Alabama at Buccleugh didn’t use tents.

the Birmingham- After waiting for
Jefferson Convention four hours, registration took

Complex. I decided to brave
the likely mob and audition,
but I discovered that I wasn't
quite prepared for the ensuing
insanity.

I woke up Saturday at 4:30
a.m. to make my way to the

Tuscaloosa - McFarland Mall
900 Skyland Blvd @ McFarland
TJ Maxx wing
Next to Hibbets Sporting Goods
(205) 248-6399

ANNA'’S WISHES YOU A
SUCCESSFUL SCHOOL YEAR!

around 20 seconds. The per-
son who registered me didn't
even look at my two forms
of ID — she just asked how
old I am, slapped a gray band
of death on my wrist, handed
me some papers filled with

“important information” and
a seat ticket and sent me on
my way.

The papers asked me to bring
a pair of sunglasses, without
any explanation as to why I
would need them, and said I

would need two songs of my
choice to sing a cappella, with
the advice to not ask the pro-
ducers which songs to choose.
I was forewarned to learn the

See IDOL, Page 8

* Bedding
* Sheet Sets
* Throws

r — — —

Large
ZTopping Pizz,

beta 2nd 275pp,;
5 in
Pizza for O:[,; p

T Rt

I |
| 319599 ]

silifos |

L = = = = JdL = — —= —= Jd

ANNA’S LINENS

DISCOUNT Bed & Bath and Windows, Too!

 Bath Towels
* Pillows

* Blankets

ANNA'’S HAS EVERYTHING YOU
NEED FOR YOUR DORM ROOM!

COLLEGE STUDENTS RECEIVE

0% OF

entire purchase!

NOW THROUGH SUNDAY SEPT. 3RD

Valid college student ID required. Discount not valid towards previous purchases or towards purchase of Anna’s Linens Gift Cards. Cannot be
combined with any other coupon. Excludes purchases made through AnnasLinens.com. Valid in-store only. CASHIER: Use Coupon Code 1102
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Samford downs Tide in preseason scrimmage

By Dave HoNIGSBERG
Senior Sports Reporter
m honigsberg@cw.uaedu

The Alabama women’s soc-
cer team lost its preseason
scrimmage to the Samford
Bulldogs 1-0 Saturday after
Samford’s Kim Matthews
scored the game-winning goal
62:19 minutes into the match.

Matthews’ shot came from
the left wing position and was
deflected off Crimson Tide
defender Hayley MacDonald’s
leg before finding the back of

the net to clinch the scrim-
mage victory for the Bulldogs.

“T think this team has
a chance to do really great
things,” head coach Don
Staley said. “Let’s not forget
that every single game from
this point out is going to be a
nail-bitter. There’s no guaran-
teed wins on the schedule.”

The Tide’s offense struggled
the entire game. In her first
game as a defender after mov-
ing from midfield, MacDonald
made terrific defensive play
after play, Staley said.

Alabama’s best chance to
score came midway though
the second half when junior
forward Jordan O’Banion had
one defender to beat, and her
shot missed the net by mere
inches.

“We need to increase our
speed of play,” O’Banion said.
“Once one of us speeds things
up, I think we’ll speed things
up as a team and hopefully
get some goals and play better
next time.”

Most of Alabama’s scoring
chances came off five corner
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Female Roommate look-
HOUSES FOR  HOUSES FOR ing for the same. cal HE| P WANTED
205-444-1277 or 205-
RENT SALE 823-6690.
: Female = Roommate HELE’ WANTE.D
Campus- 3 Bedroom 3109 SHANNON DRIVE Wanted, 2 BR 2 Bath, Part time. Flexible hours.

Houses with guest room.
$1000 a month. Lease
and Deposit required,
Fall of 2006. No Pets.
(205)752-1277

SCREENPRNTING
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5 BR, 3 Baths, 2 Kitch-
ens. 3 BR, 2 Baths; or 2
BR 1 Bath available. Call
887-1160 or 556-1160

5 min from campus, 4
bed, 2 bath, huge deck,
big lot. $139,900 (205)
242-7067

3 BR, 2 Bath Beautiful
brick house. Great neigh-
borhood, new hardwood
floors. 216 30th St. East.
(205)556-8544

Newly Constructed
Luxury Townhomes

2 & Jbr 2.5bath
washier dryed
available, all

Ty

anvaibakile,

Leaging Mow

Call
292 5742
758.8092
Wright
Properties

LEASING FOR FALL 3br
2b new house close to UA
1050% month 900 Deposit
205.454.3670

4 BR, 2 Bath #8 Glyn-
nwood Park, $1000 per
month plus deposit. Close
to campus. 799-4545 or
331-9031

2.5 MILES TO CAMPUS
Across from Home De-
pot. 3 br 2 ba, cen heat
& alc, large Ir, dead end
street. 334.279.8811
334.279.8811

Two and Three BR
houses available for rent.
Central heat and Air. No
Pets. Call 205.758.1364
205.758.1364

Merrill Gardens at North-
port is seeking experi-
enced cooks and wait-
staff. Must be willing to
work weekends. Please
apply at 951 Rose Drive
between 1-4. NO PHONE
CALLS PLEASE.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

Campus/ Downtown-
One Bedroom Apart-
ments,  $300. Broad
Street Apartments. Lease
and Deposit Required.
No Pets allowed. Call
752-1277

Campus- Small Efficien-
cy Apartments (Next door
to Publix) Cobblestone
Court Apartments. $240 a
month, lease and deposit
required. No Pets. Call
752-1277

1 Br 1 Bath, $335 a
month. Walking distance
to class. 602 12th St. Call
2 46 -6 37 2

Campus- 2 BR apart-
ments, Directly behind
University ~Strip. $700-
1200 a month. Lease and
deposit required, no pets.
Call 205.752.1277

Changing

Seasons
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for $30.088
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Full Service Sallom
and Specialty Waring

ROOMMATE(S)
NEEDED

Looking for Faculty/ GTA
roommate. Non-smoking,
outdoor pets only. Beauti-
ful house. 3 BR, 2 Bath.

$362.50 plus utl. Call
(423)507-5146
MALE ROOMATE

NEEDED!! 2bd/2bth new
house 3 min. to campus.
Washer/dryer. $375 +
share elect./heat. Avail.
now. 443-742-3392.

FEMALE ROOMMATE
NEEDED!! 3bd/2bth
house 3 min. from cam-
pus. $320 + 1/3 utilities.
205.462.0659

Bent Tree Apartments.
$320 a month. Call 256-
483-2826

LOOKING FOR
ROOMATE NEW TWO
BEDROOM/ TWO BATH-
ROOM APARTMENT.
Rent $445 (inlcudes all
utilities) security deposit.
Has washer and dryer, full
kitchen, common room,
two pools, workout room,
and game room. Located
at University Downs.
mtruane@bama.ua.edu
678.234.4440

CONDOS

CRIMSON PLACE - SPE-
CIAL RATE $1200.00
FIRST YEAR LEASE.
3BR / 3B CONDO.
334 289-0409 NIGHT
334.289.1275

ALLFredUp!
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168 MeF arlana Bl
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CAPSTONE QUAR-
TERS - $850.00 2BR 2B
W/D INCLUDED NIGHT
334  289-0409 DAY
334.289.1275

2-Bedroom Condo for
Rent - University Downs
- $950 per month for
one person or $475 for
two - Rent includes wa-
ter -Room is brand new
and includes washer and
dryer - e-mail mdtoth@
bama.ua.edu or Call Mark
at610.350.8349

BUSINESS OP-
PORTUNITIES

ENTRY LEVEL PRO-
FESSIONALS (up tp
$700/wk)

Young Sports Marketing
firm needs to fill 8-10 F/T
openings in Mktg/Sales/
PR. We will train. Call
Mandy @ 205.945.2600

Grass cutting, painting,
cleanup.

$6.00/ hour 345-5650 /
752-9020 / 657-3900

Residential Manager
wanted to run older cam-
pus apartments. Free
rent, Free phone bill.
Please send resume to
PGW, 1017 6th Street,
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401

CRIMSON PLACE
Town Home
Fully Furnished
Private Bed & Bath
Electric & Water
Included
Brand New
All Amenities
Great Value

$625/mon/person

No Hassles
Stress-free!
Quick Moving
contact: Anna White
205-454-9532

Bentos Japanese Res-
taurant now hiring for all
positions. Call Joe at 246-
4210.

The Ramada on Skyland
is seeking Guest Service
Representatives and
Breakfast Attendants.
Evening and weekend
shifts available. Apply in
person.

Customer Service Em-
ployee needed Full & Part
Time at Royal Cleaners.
Apply in person at 3617
Watermelon Rd. No calls
please.

Full Moon BBQ Restau-
rant Now Hiring Cashiers,
counter help. Great pay,
great benefits, flexible
schedule. Apply in person
Mon-Sat, 10-4 pm. 1383
McFarland Blvd

House cleaner needed.
2 days a week, days flex-
ible. 3-4 hours per day,
$10/ hour. Call 345-3977

STEAMERS ON THE
RIVER Now hiring all po-
sitions. Apply in person at
#1 Bridge Ave, Northport
(next to Dreamland)

Full and part time posi-

tions available at estab-
lished daycare on cam-
pus. Call Calvary Baptist
Church at 345-2465 if
interested.

Earn $800-$3200 month-
ly to drive cars with ads
placed on them. www.
DriveAdCars.com

SHIRIN DIAMOND
CENTER MCFAR-
LAND MALL. SEEKING
SALES TRAINEE. CALL
2052613099

Learn how to prepare tax retums
Computer-based training

Flexible class schedules

PART-TIME
WORK Totally flexible
hours. Working at local
law firm. Primary duty
would be filing. Fax re-
sume to 750-8121

AX COURS

sppllss asamac: ak baz
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Explore career opportunities

kicks, two of which came in
the closing seconds of the
match.

The Tide is still adjusting
to MacDonald as the center
defender.

“I've moved from a central
mid-position where obviously
you're one of the main people
on the field and you have to
control both defensive and
offensive shifts and plays,” she
said. “I've been trying to emu-
late that in the back.”

The team had to compen-
sate for injured players. Just

16 players played in the game,
including five players coming
off the bench.

“We have a lot of injuries,”
Staley said. “I didn't say that
last year. I just kept blinding it.
We're going to be very thin this
year.

“So that means that they’re
going to have to work hard-
er as a collective group, and
people on the bench will be
expected to play, and they're
going to have to step up.”

The scrimmage did serve
to the Tide’s advantage, Staley

said, because Samford made
it to the second round of the
NCAA Tournament last sea-
son.

“This is what we needed,”
Staley said. “This is what
scrimmage games are for.”

The 2006 season officially
starts Friday when the Tide
travels to Nashville to take
on Denver in the Vanderbilt
Tournament.

The Tide's SEC schedule
begins when Alabama travels
to Vanderbilt on Sept. 29.
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ACROSS
1 Benefit
6 _ for thought
10 Hat part
14 Multiunit
complex, briefly
15 Actress Skye
16 Astronaut Sally
17 Bikini, e.g.
18 Mason's wedge
18 Misfortunes
20 Tom Jones hit
22 Fortified
residences
24 Substructure
26 K.C. winter hrs.
__avis
30 Dig down
d'oeuvres
37 Attaches
temporarily
38 January in

40 Verbal exams
42 Greek letter
43 Inferior

44 Qld treasure
45 Part of SASE

Crossword

CLASSES START SOON! CALL FOR FREE INFORMATION. 47 Religious faction 52 ore weverg o Services. Ins. 8/23/06
48 Theatrical works
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UA faculty couple seeks 3 Organic 32 Small flycatcher
experienced, responsible compound 33 Putup ) )
babysitter for our gentle 4 Oft-the-cult 34 Bridge position 49 Cake servings 57 Pinned down
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IBARTENDING! Up to
$300/ day, no experience
necessary.

Training provided. If inter-
ested, call (800)965-6520
Ext 214.

BARTENDERS WANT-
ED! No experience re-
quired! Apply in person

at Jackie’s Lounge, 2111 _

Bryant Drive

terviewers to conduct
market research no sell-

ing involved go to www.
strategicmetrics.com

///// //('////

Call 205-752-1537

ARTIST NEEDED must
have illustration ability
to design for t-shirt com-
pany, Mac usage a plus.
call 205-758-0678

(2) 3-DAY PASSES TO
ACL FEST Austin City
Limits Fest (9/15-9/17)
tix for sale. $250 for both
OBO. 205.586.0255

T-SHIRT SALE SAT-
URDAY AUGUST 26TH
9:00- 2:00 HUGE WARE-
HOUSE OF PRINT-

Free bundles of Love to
good home. Four blonde
female puppies. Free De-
livery! Call 339-4096

ﬂ%.,ﬁ_é'f_

IED RESORT/ BAR T-
SHIRTS $3.00 EACH 4
FOR $10.00. CAMPUS
COLLECTION, 2901

NOTICES

205-349-2200
1900 Rice Mine Rd.

$199 per person Includes
Cruise Transport & Resort
in The Bahamas - Other

IsRCIz IROAYASRY 13TH STREET NORTH- For davime possiom
ENZNNBY IR PORT (OFF MAIN AVE)  gegging $150, treadmill _
N O / 205.758.0678 $500 Doors $200 each, = |_:‘_:..|||-||,.|Ir5‘
cW UWINET, Desks $100 each, hand- ;.
INCVAFIIIM SPRING BREAK bags $50 each, cds $30. Food Runners
. - Call 205-553-4886 -
Sign Up for 2 Lme Runners
ComputerLab I IV .. with sTs o this  DISPLAY AD
o year’s top 10 Spring
o YEAR-ROUND [SsShiiaiviie i Newk's
Swimming Pool LEASING!! Best deals guaran- oo DIAMOND Em'm
” B teed! Highest rep com- mgy g g8s
Volleyball Court RPN missions. Visit www, CENTER MCFARLAND | /2450
T CHEN ststravel.com or call XIPAIF:I;OCII;LD SFngEg;’\lzzﬁ N6 Unversioe Bhd
Laundry Rooms B Cr®2 CREDIT JEWELRY PAY-
INSGSNGUDQE P clscounts: enr oF usT srs | e
Get Money off for ]  Spring Break Bahamas CHARGED TO CARD
tutoring after school. RENOVATED! 5 Days/4 Nights from MONTHLY TILL PAYED

OFF

CW CLASSIFIEDS!

uscaloow AL 35406

Packages also Available
Book Early for FREE VIP
Party Package! Toll-Free
1-888-85-BEACH (1-888-
852-3224) www. GoBa-
hama.com

348-SELL

We are now online too!

www.cw.ua.edu
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Tide ends preseason camp with scrimmage
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Sports Editor
m patterson@cw.uaedu

The Alabama football team conclud-

8 ed its preseason training camp Tuesday

with a 63-play scrimmage.

Sophomore quarterback John Parker
Wilson was 4-of-7 passing for 86 yards
in the scrimmage, while senior quarter-
back Marc Guillon completed 5 of 13 for
39 yards and one interception.

“Marc’s really had a good week with a
good scrimmage last week,” head coach
Mike Shula said. “He just didn’t have as
much help as maybe he could have had
to make some plays, but his thought
process has been good.

“I thought our first offense on the first
drive looked good, moved the ball and
overcame a penalty in the plus territory,
but we had some mistakes after that.”

Freshman running back Ali Sharrief
led the squad with 35 yards rushing on
six carries.

Overall, Shula said the first-team
defense looked good. Junior defen-
sive lineman Wallace Gilberry had two
tackles, including a sack, while Keith
Saunders added three tackles and a sack
of his own.

Marcel Stamps, a sophomore line-
backer, led the defense with five tackles

| in the Tide’s third and final preseason

CW/ T.G. Paschal

Alabama freshman defensive back Marquis Johnson takes down wide receiver Nikita Stover during the Crimson Tide’s final pre-
season scrimmage Tuesday.

scrimmage.

Shula and the Tide wrapped up two-
a-day workouts on Monday with a two-
and-a-half hour workout in full pads
in the morning followed by a second

this oan

Look here Every Monday and Thursday to find out -,

what is cooking on the Quad!

On the Quad with bamac/ining)
Menday,

“Get Involved!”
Featuring a rock climbing wall

sponsored by University Recreation

Weehaseky

“Sweet Home Alabama!”
Featuring Live Music by
National Trust

sponsored by Bama Dining and Auxiliary Services

Aunt Nola’s Meatloaf
Buttermilk Fried Chicken
Macaroni and Cheese
Black-eyed Peas
Green Bean Casserol
Creamy Cole Slaw
Corn Bread
Assorted Brownies

Seasonal Fruit Salad
Garden Fresh Tossed Salad

Grilled Chicken Tenders with

Signature White BBQ Sauce

Baked Ziti with Marinara
Baked Potato Wedges

Squash Medley
Herb and Garlic Bread Sticks

Apple Crisp

practice at Bryant-Denny Stadium that
evening.

Senior running back Ken Darby
returned to practice Sunday night after
missing multiple practices. He had been
excused from the team for personal rea-
sons.

“Ken was back, and we were glad to
have him back,” Shula said. “He got a
bruised knee early in practice, but he
came back out, and I think he should be
fine.”

Darby, who ranks seventh on
Alabama’s all-time rushing list, was
named to the Walter Camp Foundation
Player of the Year Watch List on Friday.
Heis 1,077 yards away from breaking the
record.

Tide assistant coach injured,
undergoes surgery

Along with 11 players sidelined due
to injuries in Friday’s practice, Alabama
receivers coach Charlie Harbison was
added to the Tide’s injury list.

Harbison underwent successful sur-
gery Friday to repair a ruptured patel-
la, which he injured during Thursday’s
practice.

“[Coach Harbison] is in recovery,”
Shula said. “I think there were more
guys in the training room around him
yesterday than anyone else.”

Senior sports reporter Scott Latta con-
tributed to this report.
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