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UA graduate and breast cancer survivor Jessica Bailey will be recognized a second time at the annual gymnastics Power of Pink meet Friday.

Gymnastics team to support UA alum,
cancer survivor during Friday’s meet

By Marc Torrence | Sports Editor

Jessica Bailey is no stranger to the bright lights of
Alabama’s annual Power of Pink meet, but she’s not a
gymnast and has never competed for Alabama.

Bailey graduated from The University of Alabama
last December, despite being diagnosed with breast
cancer halfway through her last semester of college.
She found support from the Alabama gymnastics team
and will be honored for a second straight time before

“I had just graduated earlier that month, and I had
missed out on two months of my last semester,” Bailey
said of last year, when she walked out with then-senior
Marissa Gutierrez during introductions. “It was great
to see [Alabama coach Sarah Patterson] and the team
bringing awareness to this, to the University and espe-
cially young people, since I got diagnosed at a young
age.”

This is the 10th year of Power of Pink, an annual
gymnastics meet that raises awareness for breast
cancer and money for the DCH Breast Cancer Fund,.
Patterson and the team started a tradition five years
ago of having each gymnast introduced with a local
breast cancer survivor.

Bailey was the first UA student to be recognized.

“My favorite part is that when [the gymnasts]
step out onto the ‘A’ and they’re introduced, it’s not
about Diandra Milliner being a national champion,”
Patterson said. “It’s that Diandra Milliner will be with
Jessica Bailey.”

Bailey had bone cancer twice when she was younger,
but she said her breast cancer diagnosis was the most
shocking, mainly because of her age.

“This one hit a little closer to home, and it was tough
because I had my life disrupted because of it, and I
didn’t get to do all the things I wanted to at UA,” she
said. “Bu,t like I said, the support was really great,

SEE GYMNASTICS PAGE 11

Friday’s meet.

While the survivors come from all walks of life,

Tide looks for win over No. 6 Florida

SPORTS | MEN’S BASKETBALL

Gators’ 9-game winning
streak threatens UA record

Alabama has not seen home
SEC loss since February 2012

By Charlie Potter | Assistant Sports Editor

Coleman Coliseum has been a place of ref-
uge for the Alabama men’s basketball team,
both this season and in the past. Alabama
leads all Southeastern Conference teams
with 14 consecutive conference wins on its
home court.

The last time the Crimson Tide dropped a
home game to an SEC opponent was Feb. 14,
2012, to the then-No. 14 Florida Gators, by a
score of 61-52.

Alabama will host the No. 6 Gators
Thursday night in Coleman Coliseum, where
Florida enters the game on a nine-game

SEE BASKETBALL PAGE 2

Law school

WHAT: Law School Fair
WHEN: 10 a.m.
WHERE: Hotel Capstone conference area

CW [ Austin Bigoney
Men’s basketball coach Anthony Grant

NEWS | MEN’S BASKETBALL

Students, Alabama Athletics
promote '90s themed game

Groups encourage out-of-state
students to attend Thursday

By Andy McWhorter | Assistant News Editor

Even the most sports-unconscious out-of-
state student coming to The University of
Alabama is likely to have some knowledge
of the Crimson Tide football team, but other
sports such as basketball, women’s soccer
and baseball can be overlooked.

To get out-of-state students interested in
attending a game outside of Bryant-Denny
Stadium, The 49, Alabama’s out-of-state
student organization, is partnering with
Alabama Athletics to promote Thursday’s
’90s-themed men’s basketball game.

Jamaal Walton, director of marketing and
promotions for Alabama Athletics, said the
partnership between The 49 and Alabama
Athletics began last summer when he met

TODAYON CAMPUS

Blood drive

WHAT: Red Cross Blood Drive

WHEN: Noon

WHERE: 300 Ferguson Center
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Basketball

WHAT: Men’s Basketball vs. Florida
WHEN: 6 p.m.

WHERE: Coleman Coliseum

with Douglas Fair, president of The 49, and
Kirk Walter, advisor for The 49.

“I had an opportunity in the summer to
sit down with Douglas,” Walton said. “I
met Douglas, and I also met his advisor
Kirk Walter, and we basically wanted to do
some stuff with these guys just because they
seemed like a great group to get with.”

The 49 and Alabama Athletics partner-
ship began during fall semester’s Week of
Welcome.

“We had an awesome opportunity to part-
ner with Athletics for our Week of Welcome
event, where they were able to bring some
of the women’s soccer team, the women’s
basketball coach and the women’s soccer
team coaches to introduce themselves and
come over to our larger Week of Welcome
social over in Bryant-Denny Stadium,”
Fair said. “We are reciprocating that

SEE ATTENDANCE PAGE 2

Campus conversation

WHAT: Fireside Chat with Wesley and Katie
Britt
WHEN: 6 p.m.

WHERE: 205 Gorgas
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CAMPUSBRIEFS

CMW accepting applications

The deadline to apply for membership into Capstone
Men and Women is noon on Friday.

Members of Capstone Men and Women are the official
ambassadors for The University of Alabama. They give
campus tours to prospective students and assist the
University president, administration and trustees with
numerous events throughout the year.

All applications, including the required photographs
and resumés, should be submitted to 284 Rose
Administration Building by the deadline.

A mandatory convocation will be held Sunday, Jan. 26
at 6 p.m. in 159 Russell Hall to discuss the selection
process.

Applications are available at cmw.ua.edu/tryout. For
more information, contact cmwselections2014@gmail.com
or call 205-348-2925.

IBA to host two-day symposium

The University of Alabama’s Institute of Business
Analytics will hold its annual Business Analytics
Symposium Jan. 30-31 at Hotel Capstone.

The two-day event, hosted by the Culverhouse
College of Commerce, will explore the diverse landscape
of analytics in business with presentations by world-
renowned experts in the fields of statistics and data
mining.

Experts from Culverhouse, ESPN, SAS, Nielsen,
Millennial Media, Atlanta Braves, Alfa Insurance and
Priorize will provide analysis of real world projects.

Attendees will interact with other participants, including
practitioners, faculty and UA students pursuing graduate
degrees in statistics, business analytics and economics.
A resume book of all students in attendance will be
distributed to attendees from business and industry
firms.

Attendees will also have the opportunity to network
with seasoned colleagues from a variety of different
firms.

The INFORMS Certified Analytics Professional exam
will be administered Jan. 29 as a pre-symposium event
and requires separate payment.

The last day to register is Jan. 28. For more
information and registration, visit mycba.ua.edu/
basymposium or contact Edith Parten with UA Media
Relations at 205-348-8318 or eparten@culverhouse.
ua.edu
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CW | Austin Bigoney

Faculty members Diane Boyd Schultz (left), Judy Sullivan Hicks (middle) and Jenny Mann (right) perform Wednesday in

Moody Concert Hall.

FRIDAY
WHAT: Southeast Guild of
Book Workers
Annual Exhibition
WHEN: 8 am.
WHERE: 2nd floor, Gorgas
To DAY Library
WHAT: Red Cross Blood WHAT: International Coffee
Drive Hour
WHEN: Noon - 6 p.m. WHEN: 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
WHERE: 300 Ferguson WHERE: 121 BB Comer Hall
Center
WHAT: ‘Always, Patsy Cline’
WHAT: Soul Marinade WHEN: 7:30 p.m.
WHEN: 4 p.m. WHERE: Shelton State
WHERE: Rounders Bar Community College,
Bean-Brown Theatre
WHAT: Fireside Chat with
Wesley and Katie WHAT: Archnemesis with
Britt White Noise and 2G
WHEN: 5:30-8:30 p.m. WHEN: 9 p.m.

WHERE: 205 Gorgas

WHERE: Jupiter Bar and Grill

SATURDAY

WHAT: Babypalooza Baby
and Maternity Expo
WHEN: 10 a.m.
WHERE: Bryant Conference
Center

WHAT: Tuscaloosa County
Alumni Meet Up for
Bama Hockey vs.
Georgia
WHEN: 5:30 p.m.
WHERE: Rec Center Parking
Lot

WHAT: Men’s Basketball vs.
LSU
WHEN: 7 p.m.
WHERE: Coleman Coliseum

WHAT: Bama Hockey vs.
Georgia
WHEN: 7:30-11 p.m.
WHERE: Pelham Ice Arena

BURKE LAKESIDE FRESH FOOD
LUNCH DINNER LUNCH DINNER : LUNCH
Seasoned Comn Barbecue Brisket Roast Beef Cajun Pork with ¢ Marinated Tomato Salad
Chicken Parmesan Roasted Vegetable Basa Slider Bigarade Sauce : (Grilled Veggie and Black
Slider Bulgur Salad ltalian Lentil Salad  Grilled Ham and Cheese @ BeanWrap
Homestyle Mashed Barbecue Cheddar Sandwich ¢ Chicken and Broccoli
Potatoes and Chicken Quinoa and Red Pepper  :  Cheddar Panini
Sandwich Slider
Tide hopes for The 49 brings students probably  little MC Hammer,”
. Walton said.
home advantage $(I5A(§lo together with sports The basketball team filmed
“Fresh Pri f Bel-Air”
BASKETBALL M PAE ATTENDANGE ROV PAGE 1 themed video that will be
- WHAT: Men’s ) . shown at halftime. Students are
winning streak. However, basketball vs. partnership by trying to sup- - encouraged to attend the game
the Crimson Tide looks to No. 6 Florid port this 90s-themed basketball  dressed in ’90s regalia.
keep the Gators from wreck- V\(I)HEI\(l)n d game against Florida as much  “Everyone I talked to about
ing its unblemished home :6p.m. as possible.” this event, at least from The 49,
record. WHERE: Fair said getting students

“I think, obviously, any-
time you’re in a familiar
environment it makes
a difference,” Alabama
coach Anthony Grant said.
“Obviously, here we have
the fans cheering for us
instead of against us. It’s just
a matter of going out there
and trying to put yourself in
the best position to be suc-
cessful. I think most teams
would tell you they’re able
to play with more energy
when they’re in front of
their home court.”

The Gators boast a 19-5
record against the Crimson
Tide under head coach Billy
Donovan and have won nine
of the past 10 games against
Alabama. That includes
three consecutive wins in
Tuscaloosa.

Florida will start four
seniors against the Crimson
Tide and have an advan-
tage in terms of on-the-
court experience with Will
Yeguete, Casey Prather,
Patric Young and Scottie
Wilbekin.

“They’re obviously led by
a lot of veteran guys, [who]
understand how to play,”
Grant said. “[They have]
obviously been very suc-
cessful over the course of
their careers.”

Alabama has veterans on

Coleman Coliseum

the team who lead the con-
ference in other statistical
categories.

Guards Trevor Releford
and Retin Obasohan lead
the SEC in steals per game,
each averaging 2.4 steals per
contest. As a duo, they rank
fifth in the country with 4.8
steals per game.

“Trevor is the school’s
leading steals guy, so he’s
done a great job of that his
whole career,” Grant said.
“Retin’s just a guy that’s just
a good defender, athletic. He
uses his skills that he has to
affect the game as well.”

The Gators are unde-
feated in SEC play so far
this season and come into
Coleman Coliseum as the
highest-ranked team in the
conference.

Grant has preached that
his players must play with
consistency to be able to
upset Florida.

“When you’re playing
against good competition,
you've got to show up,”
Grant said. “You've got to
be able to handle whatever
comes at you.”

After Florida, the
Crimson Tide will host LSU
Saturda,y Jan. 25.

interested in sports besides foot-
ball can help them feel a deeper
connection to the University.

“We think that having a con-
nection to Alabama itself and
having pride in the actual school
stems more from making the
connection to sports, having
a sense of pride in the entire
sports regime that we have,
rather than only football,” Fair
said.

Walter said out-of-state stu-
dents are particularly prone to
being unaware of all the events
happening on campus.

“The 49’s role is to really try to
help bring out-of-state students
in and get them plugged in on
campus,” he said.

To promote the game and get
those out-of-state students con-
nected on campus, members of
The 49 handed out 300 fliers at
Get on Board Day. At the game,
the organization will give away
150 free T-shirts to members of
The 49 or any out-of-state stu-
dents interested in joining.

The ’90s theme will include
neon headbands and goodie
bags, and pizza will be given
away to students sitting in
the stands. There will also
be a photo booth available in
Coleman Coliseum.

“A lot of the music that you're
going to hear is going to be
old school ’90s music - a little
Britney Spears, a little *N SYNC,

our executive board members -
they’re going to dress up in their
best ’90s attire,” Fair said.

Walton said working with
The 49 and Fair in particular has
been a positive experience.

“I just think that Douglas has
done an excellent job,” Walton
said.

Both Walton and Fair said
they planned to partner again in
the near future to mutually ben-
efit each organization.

“We wanted to start big with
basketball, but we’ve also met
the other marketing directors
for softball, baseball, soccer, vol-
leyball, and we are planning on
doing at least one more event
with athletics in the future to
promote a smaller sport other
than football and basketball,”
Fair said.

Walton said the partnership
for the event has been a success
already.

“The 49 have done an excel-
lent job by just taking a lead and
really promoting the game, just
as much as we have been pro-
moting it,” Walton said. “I think
it’s great to have groups like The
49 who don’t have a problem
with helping Alabama out.”

Walton said he hoped that,
with proper planning, Alabama
Athletics and The 49 would be
able to work together on similar
events next year.

“Maybe we’ll do an ’80s night
next year,” Walton said.
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Blend to host community lunches

Blend, a student-founded organization led and
governed by UA students, is holding a Blend Days
lunch Thursday from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m in the
Ferguson Center between the Ilobby and
Subway.

Blend members strive to embrace campus diversity
and work to bring campus together for
long-term, sustainable change. Blend’s mission is to
increase dialogue among students, faculty and
administration about social issues to move forward
as a community. The organization hopes to promote
genuine intercultural relationships and believes in
giving each member of The University of Alabama
community the chance to share stories and
perspectives and to act to change the status quo.

Blend Days lunch is held every Thursday.

Get what you really wanted!)
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John Hammontree, Wesley Vaughn and West Honeycutt, UA graduates, started “Sweet Home Politics.”

UA graduates start political blog

By Jessica Smith | Staff Reporter

Three University of Alabama gradu-
ates wanted to create a blog or website
for the state of Alabama with no bias.
With that goal in mind, on Jan. 6, “Sweet
Home Politics” was formed.

John Hammontree, Wesley Vaughn
and West Honeycutt said they wanted to
make a blog like “Sweet Home Politics”
because they said the people of Alabama
needed a non-biased space for the com-
munity to hash out issues. The site is also
meant to provide breaking news happen-
ing in Montgomery and the state, and
to provide accurate, entertaining and
insightful commentary.

Hammontree, a May 2010 graduate,
is working in San Francisco, Calif., at
Text100. After living in multiple cities all
over the country following graduating,
Hammontree said he wanted to contrib-
ute to Alabama’s growth in some way.

“West Honeycutt and I had a conver-
sation a while back about starting a blog
that would appeal to both sides by offer-
ing up a venue for people to come and
offer what we consider to be well-written,
well-reasoned opinion,” Hammontree
said. “Also, it can hopefully create an
environment where as we grow and get
a little bigger, we can post news reports
and offer credible rumors and things like
that.”

Hammontree said the only way to
sum up “Sweet Home Politics” is that
it is a blog about Alabama politics and
policy without the spin of other blogs.
It has featured syndicated blogs from
Congressman Bradley Byrne and Craig
Ford as well as an exclusive post written
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by John McMillan, the commissioner of
Alabama Department of Agriculture &
Industries.

The blog has had more than 10,000
page views and 6,000 unique views. Its
Facebook page has 400 likes, and it has
200 followers on Twitter. Vaughn, a May
2012 graduate, said the response they
have received so far is a pleasant sur-
prise.

Vaughn said the blog is different than
others because they don’t have personal
agendas. He said the opinion pieces might
be biased, but they have no other interest
but the author’s own.

“West asked John and I randomly last
fall if we would be interested in start-
ing some kind of little site just because
there’s a need for it, and John and I have a
heavy history in writing, so we said ‘Sure.
Why not?”” Vaughn said.

Vaughn said they all sat down in
December and started contacting poten-
tial writers and came up with a strategy
for what the site would be.

“We need to come up with a mission
statement I guess, but I would say we
have a niche for smart analysis and some
reporting,” Vaughn said. “A lot of times,
we just see that there needs to be better
analysis of Alabama politics.”

Vaughn said the site is more progres-
sive than most sites in Alabama but
doesn’t swing to the left or right. It is
all over the board. Vaughn said between
Hammontree, Honeycutt and himself,
they are almost over-qualified to launch a
website, and that’s why they have had so
much success.

“We're really well-connected, and
that helps a lot,” Vaughn said. “West

&
.
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[Honeycutt] has been in Montgomery
since he graduated, I believe, so he knows
a lot of people in the Capitol. I know a
lot of people in Birmingham because I'm
involved with Birmingham a lot. John
basically knows everyone who’s gradu-
ated from Alabama in the past few years,
so that helps alot.”

Honeycutt, a December 2011 graduate,
said the success of the blog shows how
much of a need there is for such a site.
“Sweet Home Politics” is providing a new
vehicle for people to provide opinions
and have real reporting by eliminating
the soft reporting that goes on in many
of the larger news outlets in Alabama,
Honeycutt said.

“We obviously have a media group
and newspapers, but a lot of politicos in
Montgomery still feel like they’re soft
as far as reporting on state politics,”
Honeyecutt said. “We are a home for politi-
cal opinion for both sides of the aisle.”

While the site’s three editors said they
have been blown away by the success of
their blog and the support of their read-
ers, the site is not making any profit cur-
rently. Honeycutt said the blog is a hobby
for them right now, but the group is going
to start offering advertisements and
hopes to expand the site even more.

“Right now, it’s a hobby,” Honeycutt
said. “I think the three of us love doing
this, and it’s something if we all had the
opportunity, we would do it full time, but
right now the site isn’t making enough
money for us to quit our jobs.”

“Sweet Home Politics” islooking for con-
tributors orletters to the editor for the site.
If you want to contribute, send your pieces
to contact@sweethomepolitics.com.
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COLUMN | STATE POLITICS

MCT Campus

Alabhama’s priorities ignore real issues

By Matthew Bailey | Staff Columnist

Last week, the United States Department
of Justice released the findings of their inves-
tigation into Alabama’s Tutwiler Prison for
Women. They laid out an environment where
one-third of the staff has had sex with the
inmates there, one of the officers fathered a
child with an inmate, the women are forced
to trade sexual favors for necessities and
those who have reported sexual misconduct
have been threatened or punished. These are
unacceptable living conditions even for some
of the most hardened criminals, but many in
Tutwiler are not that. Instead, they are non-
violent criminals. To make matters worse, the
prison officials have known about the sexual
misconduct at Tutwiler since 1995.

A study released last year by the National
Center for Educational Statistics detailed
Alabama’s terrible performance in schooling,
as well. While many states performed better
or about average with the international aver-
age of math and sciences, Alabama students
performed worse. The only other state to rank
in the bottom of math and sciences was, unsur-
prisingly, Mississippi. That’s to say nothing of
the fact that Alabama has a poverty rate of 19
percent, a 27 percent child poverty rate and 45
percent of single-parent families with related
children below poverty.

None of this is particularly surprising to
those who pay attention to Alabama politics,

COLUNMN | STATE POLITICS

Matthew Bailey

but very little productive action is taken to
combat some of the issues that Alabama faces.
The Alabama Legislature has just recently got-
ten back into session, and, as usual, the bills
that are making the most news are not help-
ful to the average Alabamian. The House of
Representatives just passed a bill allowing
individuals who have a moral objection to abor-
tion, tubal ligation or human stem cell research
to not be forced to perform procedures. Why
an individual who opposes those procedures
would be doing them in the first place perplex-
es me.

Another bill in Senate committee would
require individuals on welfare to do 20 hours
of community service a week. This was based
on the representative’s drive through a neigh-
borhood that had trash and graffiti where indi-
viduals were sitting on their porches. How this

Shiftless and clueless: the state of

By John Speer | Senior Staff Columnist

As I reflect on our state’s refusal to expand
Medicaid, I must question why Alabama citi-
zens allow our leaders to make ignorant and
costly decisions for our state. Is it perhaps
because we ourselves remain uninformed, basi-
cally selfish and happily clueless as to what we
should do to improve our community?

A little less than 48 hours ago, I was happily
clueless to the fact that our legislature proposed
a resolution in support of “Duck Dynasty”
star Phil Robertson. I do not watch “Duck
Dynasty.” However, given that our state leaders
thoughtlessly rejected the expansion of
Medicaid and took such aims to support
Robertson, I was compelled to examine the
origins of all the fuss. Apparently, when asked
his opinions on “sin” by GQ interviewers,
Robertson focused on homosexuality.

Second, while discussing his coming-of-age
story and his various job experiences, he offered
his opinions on blacks. He gravely intoned that
blacks were happier pre-welfare, working the
fields and singing along. No one hated whites.
A&E subsequently suspended Robertson from
the show. Now, Sen. Jerry Fielding of Sylacauga,
Ala,, proudly proclaims that these are views
many Alabamians share and that this man
should not be punished for exercising his right
to free speech.

My first reaction is to revoke Sen. Fielding’s
privileges as state spokesman. My fam-
ily lines descend from the Sylacauga Ala.,
area. Both sides worked in fields. Neither
recounted to me happy times of singing

The ignorance of someone from
another state Is not our concemn -
gnorance In our own state is.

alongside the white man as they worked. In
addition, none of my family receives public
assistance, although Robertson implies all
blacks do. Moreover, if my Southern Baptist
family were asked about sin, they would most
likely focus on greed, violence and lies — not
male to male anal sex. Consequently, while I
understand Sen. Fielding’s desire to uphold free
speech, the ignorance of someone from another
state is not our concern - ignorance in our own
state is.

In lieu of drafting a resolution to protect the
660,000 Alabama residents without insurance
from Gov. Robert Bentley’s gross negligence,
our government throws our support behind
a Louisiana reality TV star. If we expanded
Medicaid, the federal government would foot
the bill for three years, and our state would
subsequently need to improve revenue
streams to cover the program. Moreover,
191,000 Alabamians who would not qualify
for financial assistance and subsidies under
the Affordable Care Act would be eligible for

representative knew that these people were
on welfare or that it’s their duty, rather than
the city’s, to pick up the trash is beyond me.
Why those who receive welfare, rather than
corporations that get huge bailouts or farm
subsidies, are the only ones targeted seems a
bit strange as well. Also, that will surely help
the individuals find a job to get off welfare as
well, right?

It’s also important to remember that the leg-
islature’s way of fighting to help Alabamians in
failing schools was a giant handout to private
schools with no guarantee that students will be
able to actually transfer out of failing schools.
Instead, it will likely result in public schools
getting even less funding and those students
who cannot afford to transfer getting an even
lower quality education. There’s a reason that
lawsuits have been filed against it on claims
such as equal protection.

The Alabama legislature has a great deal
of issues that it could actually be addressing
including the regressive tax system, the uncon-
stitutional conditions in Tutwiler Prison, the
failing schools or Alabama’s high poverty rate.
Instead, it has chosen over the years to focus
on passing bills that result in more lawsuits,
such as the Alabama Accountability Act or its
multiple anti-abortion bills or bills that benefit
a small amount of Alabamians.

Matthew Bailey is a second-year law student.
His column runs biweekly on Thursdays.

Alabama politics

Medicaid coverage.

In addition, a recent survey conducted
by a UAB economist and the director for
public health policy at UAB found that Medicaid
expansion in Alabama, which is offered through
the ACA provisions, would generate about
$1 billion in state tax revenue after expenses
from 2014-20. Some 331,000 people would be
affected by such an expansion. Yet, what I find
most compelling is the fact that another survey
of 601 Alabamians, conducted by the Center
for Public Health at UAB, found that although
the vast majority of Alabamians neither liked
nor understood the ACA, it approved of an
expansion of Medicaid coverage.

Now, although I cherish the rights of the
ignorant to proclaim their nonsense from
whichever corner they choose, I believe our
government has a more pressing obligation to
focus on matters which affect Alabama citizens.
Robertson’s ignorance is of no consequence
to me and is certainly not a matter which
our legislature should deliberate, nor boldly
proclaim that Alabamians share. Instead, we
should ask the tougher questions.

Why have we not endorsed a measure
which would potentially impact a large
percentage of our state? Why are we not seeking
revenue reform to cover the costs of an already
burdened, but extremely bare-boned and
restrictive in terms of coverage Medicaid
program? These are important questions;
Robertson is not even an issue.

John Speer is a graduate student in secondary
education. His column runs weekly.

COLUMN | PROTESTERS

What grinds my
gears: going to
a dentist's office

By Cody Frederick | Guest Columnist

I really hate going to the dentist.

Even before you get there, it’s not a fun expe-
rience. Then once you get there, there’s the
dentist, lovely as they often are, poking around
with their instruments. The medicine makes
you nauseous sometimes, the chairs in the wait-
ing room are ugly, and there aren’t any good
magazines to read.

Worse still, there’s the lingering knowledge
that despite the wonders of medical science,
there’s still a tiny chance something could
go wrong. That feeling isn’t helped by news
organizations squawking for days any time
one careless or corrupt dentist messes up and
someone gets hurt. Pretty much any time I go,
I just want to get my dental work done and get

Imagine if they got signs

out.
But you
know, all of

that would be
bearable if it
weren’t for the
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Py houtng  Saying "Jesus Loves
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You'’re mind-
ing your own
business, going

Your Teeth.”
in to get a com-

mon medical

procedure - one people have received forever,
one that’s safer than tonsil removal - and these
guys outside keep waving signs and shouting
that 'm making a mistake.

I mean, consider, for a moment, if, like den-
tistry, other medical procedures were hives of
protest.

Imagine if they got signs saying “Jesus Loves
Your Teeth” and waved them at patients going
in for other medical procedures.

Imagine if other medical procedures had
protestors who printed up fake pictures of wax
teeth, claiming they were mangled by dental
work.

Imagine if they lied to you about the “dan-
gers” of other medical procedures the way they
do about dentistry.

Imagine if most people actually had no idea
about what goes on in other medical proce-
dures, the way they don’t in dentistry.

I mean, come on. There would be outrage if
other health care fields were treated like den-
tistry.

What do they think? That for those who got
their teeth knocked out they’ll just suck it up?
Probably not. Prior to the legalization of den-
tistry, (Seriously, what kind of phrase is that?
A perfectly safe medical procedure needs legal-
ization?) people died trying to rip their own
teeth out.

And the things they say to me. “Well, you
shouldn’t have eaten candy,” is a pretty com-
mon one. This kind of thing shows a remark-
able lack of empathy, given the many different
reasons people go to the dentist, most of which
these people have never even considered. Some
dental patients have been through hellish expe-
riences, trauma, accidents that got their teeth
knocked out, even assault.

The worst part, though, is that the people
who shout things at dental patients are often
the same ones working hard to make sure that
people don’t have access to the things that less-
en the need for dentists. Can you believe that a
lot of them call for the repeal of programs that
provide free plaque control?

I mean, come on. More than half of these peo-
ple don’t even have teeth.

The one saving grace is the buffer zone. It’s
this little strip of space that dentist office pro-
testors can’t cross because if they could, they’d
probably force more false information down
the throats of dental patients. Recently, the
Supreme Court reopened the issue of buffer
zones. Can you imagine if the Supreme Court of
the United States tacitly endorsed the protest
and heckling of other very common, incredibly
safe medical procedures?

Look, I understand that these people think
they’re helping. I just wish they’d consider for
a moment that maybe going to the dentist is
the best choice for me. And even if they don’t,
even if they want to continue being worthless
scum without a shred of compassion, empathy
or understanding for any person or situation
outside of their incredibly privileged sphere, I
still think they shouldn’t protest.

Because common medical procedures — medi-
cal procedures that save the lives of countless
people every year, that are perfectly safe when
well-regulated and legally available — probably
shouldn’t be a matter of public interest.

Cody Frederick is a junior majoring in
history.
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Last Week’s Poll: Who do you think will be the next Alabama
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Home to many campus extracurricu-
lar programs, The University of Alabama
Honors College attempts to create a place
where ideas flourish into opportunities
that improve the UA campus, community
and student experience.

Events are hosted throughout the year
and cater to a variety of student interests.
The college offers coffee hours, guest
speaker events, dances, community ser-
vice opportunities and career development
opportunities.

“The Honors College really houses a lot
of motivation and passion,” Emily Broman,
executive vice president of the Honors
College Assembly, said.

Broman said HCA specifically tries to
host events that will bring students togeth-
er. This semester, the college will host HCA
talks, which she described as an “explor-
atory coffee hour” featuring guest lectur-
ers to discuss research or current events
with students. In February, HCA will host

a semi-formal Midnight Masquerade at
Cypress Inn for all honors students.

Honors Year One, an organization des-
ignated to support freshmen within the
Honors College, hosts weekly coffee hours
in Ridgecrest, the primary honors housing
community on campus.

In an effort to involve students and local
community members in a productive dia-
logue about current issues, honors stu-
dents founded Town Hall. The program
began in Fall 2012 and takes place three
times each semester.

“We are trying to find a way to get stu-
dents actively involved in conversations
with community members, the University
and state leaders about important issues
going on right now that are relevant to
students,” said Derek Carter, a coordina-
tor and founding member of the Town
Hall events. “We want [students] to be
hearing from the people who are making
decisions.”

Like many programs within the college,
Town Hall is still new and developing every
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Town Hall, a program started in the Honors College, brings community leaders to campus to discuss local issues with students.

HCA ofters variety of programs

By Rachel Brown | Staff Reporter

semester. Ashley Buchanan, a Town Hall
coordinator, said one of her favorite things
about the program is its organic nature.
Coordinators are free to choose topics they
feel will be most relevant to students.

“We are still feeling things out and see-
ing what people want to talk about and
what interests them,” Buchanan said.

Most of the programs sponsored by the
Honors College began as student ideas.
Broman said she estimated the major-
ity of the programs you see in the Honors
College now were developed and orga-
nized by students.

“T would say 95 percent student ideas,
but 100 percent faculty support. The facul-
ty support is immeasurable,” Broman said.

Students with ideas for programs and
events are encouraged to seek out the sup-
port of the Honors College.

“The Honors College is a diverse group
of people,” Buchanan said. “All of the pro-
gramming that goes on is outside of regu-
lar academics, so you get interesting topics
with a diverse group of kids.”
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NEWSIN BRIEF

Network outage scheduled

There will be a scheduled network service outage
Sunday, Jan. 26, from 7 a.m. to noon, according to the
Office of Information Technology.

The outage is expected to affect most network
services, including Internet access, for both the general
campus network and RESNET. A skeleton www.ua.edu
page will be available during the outage.

The outage is part of the OIT’s efforts to modernize its
data center.

Forza Financial selecting interns

University of Alabama freshmen, sophomores and
juniors are encouraged to apply for a Forza Financial
internship.

Interns will have the opportunity to work on projects in
Forza’s department of finance, operations, investments,
academics or communication. Interns will be required to
attend at least two office hours per week, where they will
answer phone calls and communicate with clients.

The deadline to apply for the internship is Jan. 31. For
more information or to apply for the internship, visit
forzafinancial.com/internship. Students in all fields of
study are welcome to apply.

Open bidding to end Jan. 23

The Alabama Panhellenic Association will continue
its continuous open bidding process until Thursday, Jan.
23.

All sororities with membership under chapter total will
be able to issue bids during the process. Sorority
membership must also be under campus total, which is
currently set at 360 members.

To be eligible to participate in the continuous open
bidding process, prospective members must be full-
time, female students at The University of Alabama
enrolled in classes for the Spring 2014 semester. They
must also have never been initiated into a National
Panhellenic Conference. Women who participated in
Fall 2013 formal recruitment and received a bid but
either declined it or broke their pledge are also ineligible
to apply.

There is not a specific grade point average required
to participate in the continuous open bidding process,
but it is recommended that prospective members have
at least a 3.0 GPA.

On Friday, Jan. 24, the Alabama Panhellenic
Association will distribute bids to all women who receive
one or more from a chapter.

To register for the continuous open bidding process,
go online to alabamapancob.mycamusdirector.com.
There is no cost to participate.

To find out more about the Alabama Panhellenic
Association, visit its website at uapanhellenic.com.

Take a tour
today and find
out how to
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Pre-Law Palooza continues through Sunday

By Taylor Zimmerman | Contributing Writer

Pre-Law Program Week, also known as Pre-
Law Palooza, began Tuesday and continues
until Sunday. The week’s events and programs
are meant to provide students interested in
attending law school with the opportunity
to learn more about the study of law and to
mix and mingle among professionals and law
school representatives.

The week kicked off Tuesday with a Pre-Law
Student Association meeting and continued
Wednesday with a Future Black Law Students
Association Networking function and Mock
Admissions Workshop. The Law School College
Fair will be held Thursday, and the week will
end with the Practice Law School Admissions
Test on Sunday. Students do not have to be
involved with the Pre-Law Professional studies
program to participate in any of the events.

“For students applying to law school or even
those thinking about law school, these events
offer the opportunity to speak with people
making law school admission decisions and
people who have worked or are working in the
legal profession,” Wendy McMillian, director of
pre-law advising, said.

Many students interested in attending the
Pre-Law program events are able to see what
the events have to offer and what they can
learn.

“I'd like to learn more about law school,
so I'm glad that UA is giving students this
opportunity,” Jason Atchison, a senior major-
ing in criminal justice, said. “I'm not a part of
the Pre-Law program, but I've always wanted
to go to law school. Now that I know about
Pre-Law Week, I think it’s important to go

to any event possible, meet people and get
connections - a great way to get ahead of
others.”

The Law School Fair takes place Thursday
from 10 a.m.-1:45 p.m at the Hotel Capstone.
Though the University has one of the top law
schools in the country, students are encour-
aged to come and learn more about other
schools as well.

“Because the Law School Fair will have
55 law schools from around the country
attending, this is a terrific opportunity for stu-
dents to speak with the admissions represen-
tatives and get a sense of the environment of
the different schools,” McMillian said. “This is
helpful as students are making decisions about
where to apply for law school and what schools
may be the best fit for them.”

The University provides students the oppor-
tunity to take the PLSAT for free Sunday, Jan.
26, at 7:30 a.m., though registration, which
opened Jan. 13, is mandatory in order to par-
ticipate.

The LSAT is a required assessment test that
must be taken by all students wishing to go to
law school. It is highly recommended that all
students interested in attending law school
take the PLSAT to prepare them for the LSAT.

“Many students will take the PLSAT without
any preparation to see what the test is like and
the best way for them to prepare,” McMillian
said. “Taking the PLSAT without any prepa-
ration also provides a good baseline score for
students so they can then measure how well
they are progressing once they begin to seri-
ously prepare [for the LSAT].”

Students can register for the PLSAT at
prelaw.ua.edu.

CW | Austm Bigoney

The Pre-Law Program Week’s Law School Fair will be held Thursday at 10 a.m.

Unlocked UA to host Alabama charter schools forum

By Josh Mullins | Contributing Writer

Unlocked UA, a student organization work-
ing to educate students on campus about the
complexities of the issue of equitable educa-
tion, is hosting an Alabama Charter School
Forum Jan. 27.

“The name ‘Unlocked’ has many differ-
ent meanings, but perhaps the most central
is our belief in unlocking equitable educa-
tional opportunities for all students. The
doors to a high-quality school are too often
locked for children in underserved commu-
nities,” David Phelps, president of Unlocked
UA, said. “Our members have a wide range
of views on almost every educational issue,
so we are committed to informing, inspiring
and mobilizing a truly diverse community of
advocates.”

PLAN TO GO

WHAT: Alabama Charter School Forum
WHEN: Monday, Jan. 27 at 7 p.m.
WHERE: SERC 1013

The Alabama Charter School Forum is
intended to educate students and the commu-
nity on a topic seated deeply in recent educa-
tional reform.

“The goal of hosting the forum is to help
the University of Alabama community join
the conversation about charter schools in
an informed way. Some students don’t know
what charter schools are. Many students
don’t know that charter schools are illegal in
Alabama. I would argue that most students

NEWSIN BRIEF

Maryland professor to lecture at Summersell Center

Richard Bell, associate professor at the University of Maryland, will give a lecture Jan. 27
titled “On the Road to the Dismal Gulf: Free Blacks’ Journey into Slavery.” The lecture will
be hosted by the Frances S. Summersell Center for the Study of the South. It starts at 6
p.m. in 38 Lloyd Hall. This event is free and open to the public.
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don’t know why,” Justin Heck, director of
marketing of Unlocked UA, said.

The forum will host Emily Shultz, educa-
tion policy director for Gov. Robert Bentley,
and Amy Marlowe, research and information
systems manager for Alabama Education
Association, to discuss the topic of charter
schools and answer the questions students
may have. Though the issue of charter schools
will be the main topic of the forum, Heck said
Unlocked UA has no intentions of picking a
side for the debate about the merits of public
versus charter schools.

“Our goal isn’t to support or condemn
either side of the charter school debate. We
want the UA community to understand both
sides and then to be able to form their own
opinions,” Heck said. “Through the dialogue
of the Alabama Charter School Forum, we

can begin to ask these questions and hope-
fully leave with a few answers.”

Phelps said the organization’s primary
focus is building a strong sense of community
and working toward a more equitable educa-
tion system.

“We have an exciting semester calendar
planned to include discussions on relevant
educational topics (race, assessment, teacher
pay, etc.), documentary screenings, trips to
local schools, fundraisers for teachers and
even a symposium with potential internship
and career opportunities,” he said. “We do
not just build events. We build a community.”

The Alabama Charter School Forum
will be held Jan. 27 at 7 p.m. in 1013 SERC.
Refreshments will be provided. For more
information on Unlocked UA, visit unlocked.
ua.edu.
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Ticket Information for Students

1. Bring your Action Card! Students will need o present and swips thedr valid Action

Cards to gain admission into the game.

2. Thestedent entrance i located on the West side of Coleman Coliscum (side closos]

to Hackberry Lans),

3. Students who are participating in Crimson Chaos should waar their Crimson Chaos

T-shirt.

4, Students with disabilities are encouraged to enter at Morth (main) knbby, or East
entrance (ke closest to Law School), which offers easier access to the wheelchalr
platforms. Student Disability seating Is located in Section V.

5, The student section includes seating in Sections 5 (row 25 and up), T U, V. W, X
{row 19 and up), FL-W [foor section W), FL-J (floor seclion J), FL-K (floor saction

K).

6, Tha student section will be closed when it reaches total capacity of 2,600 stodents.
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Oscar nominations
showcase competition
e prize

N race for ultimas

By Drew Pendleton

For all movie fans, the chilly months of January, February and
March are the time where the buzz from 2013 films winding down
their theatrical runs begins to transfer to upcoming 2014 ones. This
year, many of those films currently finishing their time in multi-
plexes find themselves in the heat of awards season, and several
are in the race for the ultimate prize: the Oscars.

In the nominations announced on Jan. 16, three films etched
themselves into the position of potential front-runner for Best
Picture: David O. Russell’s star-laden crime caper “American
Hustle,” Alfonso Cuarén’s space drama “Gravity” and Steve
McQueen’s slavery epic “12 Years a Slave.” In total, “American
Hustle” and “Gravity” are tied for the most nominations with
10 apiece, with “American Hustle” gaining notoriety for garner-
ing nominations in all four acting categories, a feat last achieved
by Russell’s previous film, last year’s “Silver Linings Playbook.”
(Three of that film’s nominated stars - Best Actor nominee Bradley
Cooper, Best Supporting Actor nominee Robert De Niro and Best
Actress winner Jennifer Lawrence — appear in “American Hustle,”
with Cooper and Lawrence earning supporting nods in this
year’s race.) “Gravity” also adds lead actress contender Sandra
Bullock, while “12 Years a Slave” contributed three actors to the
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‘American Hustle,” ‘Gravity’ and ‘12 Years a Slave’ have all made their way into the running for Best Picture.

competition, with lead actor Chiwetel Ejiofor, supporting actor
Michael Fassbender and supporting actress Lupita N’yongo earn-
ing nods from the Academy.

Amid the buzz from the Oscar nominations and the results of
major awards shows such as the Critics’ Choice, Golden Globes
and Screen Actors’ Guild, front-runners in the acting categories
have taken shape as well. Continuing his career revival, Matthew
McConaughey has emerged as the front-runner for Best Actor for
his performance as Dallas electrician Ron Woodruff in the Best
Picture-nominated “Dallas Buyers Club.” Although he faces com-
petition from Ejiofor’s unjustly enslaved free man in “12 Years
a Slave,” Christian Bale’s slick con man in “American Hustle,”
Leonardo DiCaprio’s sleazy stockbroker in “The Wolf of Wall
Street” and Bruce Dern’s performance as a booze-addled father in
“Nebraska,” his chances look good at this point.

McConaughey’s co-star, Jared Leto, has become the overwhelm-
ing favorite to win the supporting actor prize as Ron’s cross-dress-
ing partner in crime and fellow AIDS patient. Leto faces challenges
from Cooper in “American Hustle,” Fassbender’s vicious plantation
owner in “12 Years a Slave,” Barkhad Abdi’s debut turn as a Somali
pirate in “Captain Phillips,” and Jonah Hill as DiCaprio’s despicable
partner-in-crime in “The Wolf of Wall Street.”

In the Best Actress and Best Supporting Actress categories the

race is still unclear. Although Cate Blanchett’s performance as
a Manhattan socialite suffering a nervous breakdown in Woody
Allen’s “Blue Jasmine” has won her the majority of the awards
throughout the awards season, Amy Adams has the potential to
take the award, but only time will tell if the film itself has enough
support to push her over Blanchett. Other nominees in Best Actress
include Bullock, Judi Dench as a mother searching for her son in
“Philomena” and Meryl Streep as a pill-addicted widow in “August:
Osage County.”

In supporting actress, the race has boiled down to Lawrence and
N’yongo. While Lawrence won the Golden Globe over N’yongo,
N’yongo took home both the Critics’ Choice and Screen Actors’
Guild prizes over Lawrence. It'll be a race to the finish as the two
films battle it out. Whichever actress wins here on Oscar night
could be an indication of which film will win Best Picture. Rounding
out the Best Supporting Actress category are June Squibb as a
long-suffering wife in “Nebraska,” Sally Hawkins as Blanchett’s
well-to-do sister in “Blue Jasmine” and Julia Roberts as Streep’s
strong-willed daughter in “August: Osage County.”

Finally, in the Best Picture race, front-runners “American Hustle,”
“Gravity” and “12 Years a Slave” are joined by “Captain Phillips,”
“Dallas Buyers Club,” the tech-romance “Her,” “Nebraska,”
“Philomena” and “The Wolf of Wall Street.”

‘The Bob and Tyler Show’ debuts at Green Bar

By Tara Massouleh | Staff Reporter

Bob Baker and Tyler Marshall, two of Tuscaloosa’s big-
gest personalities from the popular local podcast “Trivial
Pursuits,” have ventured outside the realm of the recording
studio with their new live comedy show appropriately named
“The Bob and Tyler Show.”

“It’s an excuse for us to get on stage and tell our dumb jokes
and get a few laughs,” Baker said. “Hopefully it’s evolving
into something that we can be proud of, something that we
can show people outside of Tuscaloosa at some point.”

Baker, who graduated from The University of Alabama
with a degree in telecommunication and film in 2006, said
much of “The Bob and Tyler Show” audience is comprised of
people just like him and his counterpart.

“It’s a lot of post-graduates,” Baker said. “It’s people who
have finished college but haven’t yet flown away to their next
destination. Townies is the nomenclature, and we’re one of
‘em.”

Marshall said “The Bob and Tyler Show,” which is hosted at
Green Bar, started out as “Trivial Pursuits Live” and followed
the same format as the podcast. The first half of the show was
comprised of an interview with a Tuscaloosa-centric guest —
usually a local business owner, musician or comedian - and
the second half of the show featured the guest playing a game
in which they answered unusual trivia. Baker said after two
months of following the podcast’s format, the show evolved
into something different.

“We realized if we were given such a stage to do a produc-
tion, we should explore it and see what other things we could
do,” he said. “We’re both TV junkies, and we enjoy bad televi-
sion oftentimes. “The Bob and Tyler Show’ is now essentially a
variety show exploring different television formats.”

“The Bob and Tyler Show” has already successfully explored
the game show format and produced a Christmas special show.
Next, the show will take on the realm of late night talk shows.
Baker and Marshall said they also have plans to produce shows
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Friends since high school, Bob Baker and Tyler Marshall now
host “The Bob and Tyler Show.”

in the style of telethons and daytime talk shows.

Marshall said he enjoys doing “The Bob and Tyler Show”
as opposed to “Trivial Pursuits,” which ran for roughly a
year and produced 30 podcasts, because the live show pro-
vides more of an outlet to be creative with different television
formats.

“It’s always changing,” Marshall said. “I think we’re still try-
ing to figure it out a bit, but it’s fun to have those parameters
and see if we can make it funny in our own weird way.”

Another advantage to doing a live show is the freedom to
explore the visual jokes that they were previously unable to
try in the audio-only podcast format, Baker said. They use an
on-stage television with graphics and sound cues in an effort
to make the show seem like a live television production, but
without any cameras.

“There’s a certain synergy between us and our audience
where we play off of them and feed off of what’s going well and
what’s going bad,” Baker said.

PLAN TO GO

WHAT: The Bob and Tyler Show “Up All Night” featuring
The Ne’er-Do-Wells

WHEN: 10 p.m.

WHERE: Green Bar

Marshall echoed Baker’s comments about the role of the
audience and its importance in the success of a live comedy
show.

“In the audio-only podcast that we used to do, you can tell
your jokes, and you don’t really get that immediate reaction
from it,” he said. “It’s kind of fun to write our jokes and try to
be funny and see if we actually get laughs out of the crowd.”

Baker and Marshall’s close friendship has contributed con-
siderably to the success of their podcast and now live show,
they said.

“Tyler is one of my best friends,” Baker said. “That’s why it
works, because it’s ‘The Bob and Tyler Show.”

The two have known each other since high school and have
been writing together for about eight years.

“We know how each other work,” Marshall said. “A lot of
times our friendship has provided a really funny chemistry on
stage. We’ve even made out on stage before.”

Marshall said the show brings something different and
exciting to the Tuscaloosa community.

“It’s a thing you can do on a Thursday, Friday or Saturday
night that’s not going to watch a band play,” he said. “It’s going
to see this weird absurdist comedy show that you don’t have to
pay for. I've never seen it done before here.”

“The Bob and Tyler Show” will take on late night talk shows
in their next show, titled “Up All Night” at Green Bar Thursday
starting at 10 p.m. The show will feature musical guest
The Ne’er-Do-Wells.

Seniors, alum suggest UA bucket list

By Elayne Smith | Contributing Writer

should eat a national championship

Amy Deeble, a senior

When asked about his college
experience, Chris Joiner, a 2013 alum-
nus, does not recount the time spent
in his classes or the library. Joiner
said spending the night at Coleman
Coliseum for football tickets, getting
fries at Quick Grill and going to the
cliffs at Lake Nicol are some of his
most memorable moments at the
Capstone.

Joiner said these experiences and
traditions like trying to get onto the
roof of buildings, visiting “old” Bryce
Hospital in Northport and trying to
discover the tunnels under Gorgas
all served to help make memories
before he graduated.

“I regret the times I've sacrificed
time with my friends for something
I thought would help me get a bet-
ter job or put something on my résu-
méthat didn’t really matter in the
end,” Joiner said. “We’re all so busy
that it’s so easy for us to say no to
fun things. Make sure to balance and
make time for those things because
it’s just as important to relax and
have fun.”

Zac Cochran, a senior majoring
in criminal justice, said students

BLT sandwich, which boasts 15 piec-
es of bacon, at Rama Jama’s before
leaving the University. Cochran
also said he recommends graduat-
ing seniors find the hole-in-the-wall
places like the barbecue restaurant
Brown Bag in Northport.

“These experiences add a little
excitement,” Cochran said. “You
can go through life not really trying
other things, but be open minded,
and you’ll be surprised and have fun.
College isn’t just about learning by
the book. It’s about living.”

On top of going to Rama Jama'’s,
Andre Fedd, a senior majoring in
general health studies, said stu-
dents have to go to a gymnastics
match and the art museum on cam-
pus before they graduate. Fedd
said he also attended a softball
match and found it was a different
experience than football games,
but it was entertaining to watch
something that does not get a lot of
recognition.

“Enjoy college while it lasts,” Fedd
said, “It’s important to know about
your surroundings because it is a
part of why you chose the area and
the University.”

majoring in speech pathology, said
she suggested going to the Kentuck
Art Festival and a wheelchair
basketball game. She said these
events were a one-of-a-kind
experience because they are
unique to Tuscaloosa and campus.
Deeble said she saw the wheelchair
basketball team working out and
decided to go to a game.

“It’s important to explore things
even if you think it’s something
you’re not interested in just to
check it out because you might find
a new passion,” Deeble said. “If you
have the time, go for it. You have
nothing to lose.”

Lynne Adrian, chair of the
American studies department,
also said students should go to a
gymnastics match, eat at City Cafe
and just try eating something new.
She said the traditions at The
University of Alabama are all part of
the college experience.

“College is partly about try-
ing new things,” Adrian said. “If
students enjoy it, they feel connected.
Later in life, when talking with other
alumni, you can talk about and relate
to these experiences.”

ON THETWITTERVERSE
SENIOR BUCKET LIST ITEMS

“Meet Judy Bonner”
@mfward_UA13

“Win the Heisman
Memorial Trophy”

@YourBassMaster13

“Drive the Crimson Ride bus to
Spring Break”
@ZachHammontree13

“Encounter the ghosts in
Gorgas basement”

@Ya_Boi_X2C
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Oscars, super Bowl a
chance to welcome,
[ecognize champions

By Hannah Widener

Comedian Whitney Cummings does a bit where she
says, “I don’t ask you why you're wearing a football
jersey to watch the game. Last time I checked, you’re
not on the bench, and ‘we’ didn’t lose. You don’t see me
wearing scrubs when I'm watching ‘Grey’s Anatomy’ say-
ing, “‘Wow, I'm really glad we saved that guy. That was
really close.”” When I first heard her say that, something
clicked for me. The Super Bowl and the Oscars are the
same exact thing.

Sure, Julia Roberts will never throw the perfect spiral,
and Peyton Manning won’t ever thank the Academy for
best guest starring role in an Oreo commercial, but these
two star-studded events are almost identical.

While the red carpet may not be rolled out for the
Broncos or the Seahawks, fans adorning either side of
the stadium still give a warm welcome to these men as
they strut down the green carpet. Flash bulbs burst just
to catch a glimpse of a true star as they emerge, in hopes
that they won’t let them down. This is their year. This is
your year, and victory is so close you can taste it.

Dressing for the Oscars has become a game in its own
right, with stylists fighting down to the nail for the cov-
eted title of best dressed. If the question “Who are you
wearing?” isn’t asked, then as an actor or an actress you
might as well not be walking down the red carpet at all.
Each movie star is scrutinized for how they look, and
if it’s not close to perfection, then why are they in the
game?

Quippy one-liners and awkward announcement bits
offer the same breaks in the program as funny commer-
cials featuring Betty White during the Super Bowl. For
the Oscars, the halftime show takes place at the begin-
ning, only there it’s called an opening number. This year,
Ellen Degeneres will be hosting, which means endless
dancing and a night of plenty of laughs.

If you are still not convinced that the Oscars and the
Super Bowl are the same thing, let me ask you this. Why
do you watch the Super Bowl? Is it for the hilarious com-
mercials? The halftime extravaganza? Or the chance to
see men duke it out over this silly little game we call
football?

We watch because we need to believe in something that
is bigger than ourselves. Life can be hard, and the choices
we make aren’t always the right ones. But with this game,
there can only be one winner and one loser.

There can only be one best picture and one best direc-
tor. None of it is in our control, but we still watch anyway.
So, come February when the Super Bowl party invites
start pouring in and my friends start asking me why
I'm throwing an Oscar party a few weeks later, I'll know
exactly what to tell them: The Oscars and the Super Bowl
are the same. We're just rooting for different millionaires.
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Smith Hall’s Science Sunday will bring together patrons of all ages to learn more about the history of Alabama.

Science Sunday to host 3-D printing

By Grace Hagemann | Contributing Writer

Smith Hall will host its first Science Sunday of the year this
weekend, featuring events such as 3-D printing demonstrations,
arts and crafts and a lecture by Dana Ehret, curator of paleontol-
ogy for the Alabama Museum of Natural History.

The University of Alabama’s engineering department will
demonstrate 3-D printing of fossils and showcase new prints at
the event. Jamey Grimes, an art professor at the University who
assists the engineering department with the 3-D printing proj-
ects, said the process of 3-D printing is practical in the field of
paleontology.

“We are helping develop exposure and public interest to new
technology and to the things that are in the museum, but rath-
er than just building toys, there is real, practical application in
the field of paleontology that this kind of technology applies to,”
Grimes said.

The Hodges Meteorite, a popular specimen at Smith Hall, has
been scanned and printed in preparation for the Science Sunday
event.

“We have a really nice scan of the Hodges Meteorite that is
famous for hitting a woman in Sylacauga, Ala.,” Grimes said. “Not
a lot of people get to play with meteorites. Maybe now they can.”

The engineering department will also bring additional 3-D
printers to the event to facilitate demonstrations. Its printers will
be designed for a better demonstration of how an image is printed
in the 3-D format.

“We will have some demonstrations and will bring in the more
portable MakerBot printers that help visualize the process for
people that aren’t very familiar with it, because a lot of what we
want to do is educate the public and expose them to what we're
talking about,” Grimes said.
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17th Annual Fasm & Constructon Expaprment Auchion

Thursday, Jan. 30" thru
Saturday, Fab 1* 2014 = Bam
Higlnway 431 N = Dothan, Alabama

Day 1; Comntruction Edquip,, Trocks & Tradlermns
Bay 2 Farm Traciods, All Types ol Farm Eqiep., Peves Crag
Parn Femctors. Al Tupes of S Equin, Row C
- E:.lnlp.- Finbd Elqulp.mplll'l Araan s it
Deanco Auction
Phone: 334-693-2640 Fax: 334-693-2661
wnrnr. dle a oo okl omn. corm

A 5 Dlem 55 = Cipfhan, Sl WO = (WA ORGSR AR I
A peticremern: (Dewraren W Do, Al Lee 0T, ‘W Dwai, AL L 5210

PLAN TO GO

WHAT: Science Sunday
WHEN: Sunday, 1-4:30 p.m.
WHERE: Smith Hall, Alabama Museum of Natural History

Science Sunday is intended to showcase the paleontology col-
lections on campus and to promote the different activities with
which the department is involved. Ehret will also give a lecture
on the fossils of the Alabama Black Belt region.

“Its going to be about fossils from the Alabama Black Belt. So
we actually own 160 acres of property down in Dallas County, and
we go down there and actively collect fossils,” Ehret said. “[The
are is] historic for finding really good fossils.”

Allie Sorlie, the Alabama Museum of Natural History’s educa-
tion outreach coordinator, said in addition to the 3-D printing,
there will also be paleo-themed arts and crafts for kids, but all are
welcome and encouraged to participate.

“There will be activities for kids mostly, but anyone is welcome
to participate,” Sorlie said. “This is a great way for the community
to see what the University is doing and also for the community
to learn a little bit more about the state that they live in and its
history.”

Sunday’s event is free and open to the public.
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Pink Box Burlesque begins season in town

Subm|tted
The Pink Box Burlesque, a local burlesque troupe, will begin its seventh season at Green Bar Saturday.

Neakend Band SCENE

By Grace Hagemann | Contributing Writer

The Pink Box Burlesque, a local bur-
lesque troupe focused on traditional
burlesque and pin-up culture, is mak-
ing its first stop in Tuscaloosa of 2014 at
Green Bar Saturday.

“We are a Vaudeville-based troupe
with comedy, live jazz, singing, dancing,
burlesque and other special surprises,”
Mama Dixie, the owner of the troupe,
said. “The shows are two hours of enter-
tainment with a brief intermission.”

She said the troupe plans on deliver-
ing a special show this weekend called
“Seven Wonders of the World.”

“It is the first show

PLAN TO GO

WHAT: The Pink Box Burlesque
WHEN: Saturday at 8 p.m.
WHERE: Green Bar

sometimes comedy. Sometimes there is
dance. Sometimes there is theatre per-
formed, too, that gives an edge to it,”
Freeman said. “Almost as if to make
you enjoy it but make you just a little

uncomfortable at the same time.”
The Pink Box Burlesque is cur-
rently performing throughout the
Birmingham and

of our seventh sea-
son, and, at its cre-
ation, we had seven
performers on the
slate,” Dixie said.
“We’ve since added
a surprise guest, but

It has gotten bigger, and so
nhas the fan base. | have been
to TO or 171 of the shows at

Tuscaloosa areas,
making stops at
venues like the
Birmingham-
Jefferson
Convention
Complex and the

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY we hope the audi- least Black Market Bar
ence will forgive us : in Birmingham, as
for it.” well as the Bama

GALLETTES Winston Ramble Bamd Bama Gamblers Sean Rivers Band Since the Pink Box — Alex Freeman Theatre and Green
Burlesque’s start Bar in Tuscaloosa.

ROUNDERS DJ Spinnzz Good Love Devines in 2008, the troupe The Q1vers1ty of
has seen a steady venues is a plus for

THE JUPITER Plato Jones Archnemesis DJ Houndstooth g;fc{ ?:rsl:m members géifotr?rcr)llég: ’ :rllrjlg;

Alex Freeman, bar manager at both performing for large audiences on

COPPER TOP Mellowship 90 Proof John Mave Wilhagan’s, said he has seen The Pink stage and in more intimate bar settings,
Box Burlesque advance since the early Dixie said.

GREEN BAR Bob and Tyler Battito Pink Box Burlesque days of the troupe and saw his first “We split our time in Tuscaloosa
show six years ago. He said he has between the Green Bar and the Bama
enjoyed watching the troupe grow. Theatre. We’ve been performing at both

RHYTHM & BREWS  Lava Lamp Reckless Snazz “It has gotten bigger, and so has the for seven years,” she said. “The bar

Nic Snow and Jonathan fan base,” Freeman said. “Ihave beento shows are more intimate and playful.

FILLING STATION Stephens Southern Comfort Brothers and Brothers 10 or 11 of the shows at least.” The audience is right there. The Bama

Freeman said the acts the troupe Theatre shows have the benefit of the

TOP SHELF Ethan and the Rakes Smoking J’s Jeremy Thomas Band puts on are an interesting mix of com- large stage. We like the variety.”
edy and edge. “Seven Wonders of the World” is a

THE BOOTH Johnson Trent Band Blackwater Thieves Band | CBDB “Their show varies. A lot of it is tradi- 21-and-older event, and cover is $10.
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tional stuff, like when women will come
out in old school bustiers. Also there is

Doors open at 7 p.m., and the show starts
at 8 p.m.
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“Always, Patsy Cline” will bring the famous
country musician Patsy Cline’s relationship with
her biggest fan to life this weekend at the Bean-
Brown Theatre on Shelton State Community
College’s Martin Campus.

Starring Sara Catherine Wheatley as Patsy
Cline and Lauren Wilson as Louise Seger, Cline’s
biggest fan, “Always Patsy Cline’ will beshown for
the second year in a row in Tuscaloosa.

Emily Herring, assistant professor of musical
theater at The University of Alabama, has per-
formed in multiple showings of “Always, Patsy
Cline” across Alabama. She routinely portrays
Patsy Cline.

“Louise is one of her biggest fans. She just rep-
resents that housewife that was at home, cook-
ing, cleaning and listening to Patsy on the radio.
She found her escape through listening to Patsy
on the radio,” Herring said. Louise is telling the
story of how her memories of Patsy affected her
and also about when the two actually met at a
honky-tonk. Patsy actually spent the night at her
house.”

The show features some of Cline’s most popu-
lar songs, including “Crazy,” “I Fall to Pieces” and
“Sweet Dreams,” among the 27 total songs.

Wheatley, the actress who will play Cline in
this series, said she is a fan of Cline’s discography
and the show in general.

“I always feel so grateful to be able to sing the
music when I have the chance to do this show.
The music is pretty spectacular. I never get bored
of singing this music,” Wheatley said.

Wilson, who will perform the role of Seger
in the musical, is a longtime collaborator with

Submitted
“Always, Patsy Cline” follows the tale of the musician’s relationship with her biggest fan.

Bean-Brown Theatre
hosts ‘Always, Patsy Cline’

By Cole Booth | Contributing Writer

PLAN
TO GO

WHAT: “Always, Patsy Cline”
WHEN: Friday, 7:30 p.m.
WHERE: Shelton State Community
College, Bean-Brown Theatre

Theatre Tuscaloosa. This will be the fourth time
she has played this role.

“Louise is not a hard character to get into when
you've grown up in the South and you have a lot
of colorful relatives and memories to draw on to
help build the character for you,” Wilson said.

The story of Seger and Cline also has some rel-
evance to the modern day fan-star relationship,
Wilson said.

“I think it’s a very interesting story, because
back in the time of Patsy Cline, you really could
meet a star of her caliber accidentally like that,”
Wilson said. “I think nowadays, this story is so
sweet because you get to live through that char-
acter as she gets to meet the person she is most
fond of in the whole world. It’s almost a fantasy
for college-aged kids to think about, ‘Oh gosh,
what if that happened to me?’ I don’t think it
could even happen these days.”

Wheatley said she prefers not to linger on the
end of the pair’s friendship but on the joy it can
bring to those who hear the story.

“It’s a lot of fun. It’s really high energy. The
audience has a great time. It’s always great to do
these shows that bring so much joy to people,”
Wheatley said.
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COLUMN | AUSTRALIAN OPEN

MCT Campus

Novak Djokovic (above) lost to Stanislas Wawrinka in the quarterfinals of the Australian Open.

WHAT'S UP IN

(Great matches, upsets provide
plenty of drama in tennis open

By Elliott Propes

The Australian Open had
one of its most memorable
matches last year.

No. 1 Novak Djokovic faced
No. 17 Stanislas Wawrinka
in the fourth round. The
two-time defending cham-
pion had the fight of his life
against Wawrinka. After
splitting the first two sets, the
match came down to a final
fifth set, where no tiebreaker
is allowed. Djokovic outlast-
ed his opponent 12-10 in the
set to advance and eventu-
ally win his third straight
Australian Open. The match
was later voted as the best
match of 2013.

This year has brought
back even more excitement
in Melbourne, Australia.

One year after the five-set
classic in 2013, Wawrinka
found himself in the same
spot, facing Djokovic once
again. It was the quarterfi-
nals, and Wawrinka came
into the matched ranked No.
8. He was looking for revenge
against the tournament
favorite. Wawrinka had a 2-15
record against Djokovic, but
he knew after last year he
had a chance of dethroning
the No. 2 seed.

Wawrinka was playing
excellently and showed no
signs of being intimidated.

This weekend, the
Australian Open wil
make history.

Again, the first four sets
were split to force a final set.
Serving at 7-8, 30-40, Djokovic
pulled a forehand wide and
lost match point with a vol-
ley wide. Wawrinka threw
his hands in the air and com-
pleted his revenge with a 2-6,
6-4, 6-2, 3-6, 9-7 victory.

Wawrinka’s upset
was not the only of the
week. American No. 1
Serena Williams lost to
No. 14 Ana Ivanovic in the
fourth round. Since then,
defending champion No. 2
Victoria Azarenka and No. 3
Maria Sharapova have also
lost.

On the men’s side, No.
5 Juan Martin Del Potro
fell early in the second
round, No. 4 Andy Murray
lost to No. 6 Roger Federer
in the quarterfinals, and
No. 3 David Ferrer also lost in
the quarterfinals.

Finally, there is a chance
for someone new to win

a major.

The last time someone won
a major outside of Federer,
Djokovic, Nadal, Del Potro
and Murray was 2005. No.
7 Tomas Berdych and No.
8 Wawrinka will play each
other for a chance at the final.
The winner will face either
No. 6 Federer or No. 1 Nadal
in the final. Both Berdych and
Wawrinka are eager for their
first major, but they have to
face each other before they
can face Nadal or Federer.

The women also have two
surprise players in the semi-
finals. Nineteen-year-old
Canadian Eugenie Bouchard
has come from nowhere and
will play No. 4 Li Na, while
No. 5 Agnieszka Radwanska
will play in the other match
against No. 20 Dominika
Cibulkova. Out of the four
women, only Li has a grand
slam title.

This weekend, the
Australian Open will make
history. Five players have
the chance to win their first
major. Federer is looking to
add to his major title record
of 17. Nadal is looking to gain
a step closer to that record
and get number 14.

After all the great matches
and upsets so far in this tour-
nament, thereisnoreasonnot
to expect more. I know I'll be
watching.

SPORTSIN BRIEF

Jansen named Player of the Week

Sophomore tennis player Maya Jansen has been
named the Southeastern Conference Player of the Week
after the first week of the 2014 season, the league
announced Wednesday. Jansen went undefeated in
singles at the Wildcat Winter Classic, facing opponents
from Northwestern, DePaul and lowa to claim the
tournament championship.

Coker granted release from FSU Alum selected as Basketball Legend

Former Alabama men’s basketball star Eddie Phillips was
one of 14 men to be selected as 2014 Allstate Southeastern
Conference Basketball Legends. Phillips attended Alabama
from 1979-82 and is the Crimson Tide’s second all-time
leading scorer with 1,937 points. The 14 honorees will be
recognized at the SEC Men’s Basketball Tournament in
March at the Georgia Dome.

Florida State quarterback Jacob Coker has been
granted a release from his scholarship at FSU and will
transfer to another program. Coker will not participate
in spring practice with the Seminoles and will be able
to play at his next institution immediately.

Alabama is a heavy favorite to land Coker, and Nick
Saban reportedly visited Coker at his home in Mobile,

Ala., Tuesday. During his high school career at St. Compiled by Charlie Potter

Paul’s, Coker served as AJ McCarron’s backup.
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HAPPY
NEW YEAR!

Start the New Year off right with
a new set of Michelin tires!

409 University Bivd
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401
(205) 758-2739

www.warrentireinc.com

Alabama Statewide Classified Advertising Network Ads

SERVICES

DIVORCE WITH or without chil-
dren $125. Includes name change
and property

settlement agreement. Save hun-
dreds. Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165,

24/7.

Hig-SPEED Internet is now avail-
able where you live for only $39.99
per mo.

New Superfast Satellite Internet
with speeds up to 15 Mbps! Ask
about discounts

for DishNetwork or DirecTv cus-
tomers! We also now offer phone
service as low

as $19.99 per mo. Call Today!
1-800-266-4409 www.pbsinternet.
com

INSTRUCTION

MEDICAL OFFICE trainees
needed! Train to become a Medi-
cal Office Assistant!

No experience needed! Online
training at SC gets you job ready!
HS

diploma/GED & PC/Internet
needed! 1-888-926-6075. (R)

HELP WANTED-DRIVERS

$1500 SPRING Bonus. Hiring 3/4
or one ton diesel pickup trucks.
Special

Georgia orientation scheduled.
Apply today at www.formosttrans-
port.com or 1-

866-764-1601.

25 DRIVER TRAINEES needed
now! Become a driver for TMC
Transportation!

Earn $750 per week! No experi-
ence needed! Job ready in 15 days!
1-888-743-4611. (R)

ATTN: DRIVER trainees needed!
$800 to $1000 a week plus ben-
efits! Home

weekly or OTR! Everyone ap-
proved if qualified! Company
sponsored, cash,

finance, GI bill, WIA. No CDL, no
problem, will train locally! 1-800-
878-2537. (R)

DRIVERS IMMEDIATE open

ings for OTR drivers. Experienced
drivers and owner operators
needed. $1000 sign on bonus.
Mileage bonus available. 1-800-
825-8511. www.drivedeboer.com.

DRIVERS - CDL-A solo & team
drivers needed. Top pay for
hazmat. OTR &

regional runs. CDL grads wel-
come.

700+ trucks & growing! 1-888-
928-6011.

www.drive4total.com.

DRIVERS: RUN FB with WTL

Be home through the week and
weekends. Start

up to 28% plus fuel bonus. New
equipment. BCBS. Experience
needed. LP

available. Call 1-877-693-1305. (R)

NEW CAREER - CDL training.
Jobs available if qualified. Call
today - start

tomorrow! WIA, VA, Post-9/11
G.I. Bill & Rehab. ESD TDS, LLC.
1-866-432-

0430. www.ESDschool.com. (R)

HELP WANTED-TRADES

HEAVY EQUIPMENT operator
training! Bulldozers, backhoes,
excavators. 3

week hands on program. Local

job placement assistance. National
certifications.

GI Bill benefits eligible. 1-866-362-
6497.

HELP WANTED

KITCHEN CREWS needed off-
shore in the oil and gas industry.
Entry level

positions start at $710 - $810 per
week. Sign up now for training
today. Call 1-

850-424-2600.

LAND FOR SALE

2 ABUTTING SMITH Lake front
lots. Being sold as 1 just $59,900.
On

maintained road with all utilities

in place. Great location, beautiful
land ideal for

friends and family. Priced for quick
sale but must be bought together.

Call 1-877-452-8406.

3 STATE VIEWS! National Forest
access. 1.84 AC - $24,900. Prime,
wooded, mountaintop acreage
with majestic three state views.
EZ access US National

Forest. Incredible 4 season recre-
ation. Paved roads, underground
power, fiber

optic cable & municipal water.
Perfect for primary / vacation /
retirement home.

Excellent financing. Only one
available, won’t last. Call owner
now 1-866-952-

5303, x119.

SMITH LAKE 2 acre deep dock-
able, 230+ ft. waterfront. Was
$220k, now $89,900 (brand new
covered dock slip installed). Call
1-855-389-3620.

FOR SALE

SAWMILLS FROM only $4897.
Make & save money with your
own bandmill. Cut

lumber any dimension. In stock
ready to ship. Free info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com.
1-800-578-1363 ext. 300N.

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

NEW AND used - stair lift eleva-
tors, car lifts, scooters, lift chairs,
power wheel

chairs, walk-in tubs. Covering all
of Alabama for 23 years. Elrod
Mobility 1-800-

682-0658. (R)
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Power of Pink raised
$1.5 million in 10 years

GYMNASTICS FROM PAGE 1

and my teachers really worked
with me to get me finished with
school. I didn’t think that I would
get diagnosed so young, but it’s
important that everyone realizes it
can happen to anybody.”

Bailey was diagnosed in October
2012 and flew back to California
for treatment. While she was back
home, her teachers worked with
her, and she was able to come back
with two weeks left and finish her
major in studio art.

That’s when Patterson and the
gymnastics team stepped in.

They honored her before the
2013 meet and have stayed in touch
with her through the offseason and
into this year. Bailey said the team
sends her cards and team posters

as she goes through treatment.

“It’s been really great. It’s really
helped me stay optimistic,” Bailey
said. “They’ve got such good hearts
that, anyone that’s going through a
tough time, they’re always really
supportive. All the people that are
involved in the pink meet have
been really, really great.”

The Power of Pink meet has
grown over the 10 years since
Patterson started the event at the
University. Nearly $1.5 million has
been raised to help West Alabama
women through its various fund-
raising events.

“It’s probably the most meaning-
ful to me, for the reason that it does
things for other people,” Patterson
said. “You can count your cham-
pionship rings, you can look at
all the plaques that you have, you
can look at the plaza. But how do
you place a price tag, a ranking, on
giving to a young mother of two,
who doesn’t have anything and is a

survivor, because she got the help
she needed?”

Bailey’s story shows that
breast cancer can affect anyone
at any age. While she was able
to get treatment - she said all
she has left is a final reconstruc-
tive surgery - Bailey still warns
college-aged women to be pre-
pared.

“There’s no way to pick and
choose who gets cancer or any-
thing like that,” Bailey said. “So it’s
really important to stay insured
and make that a priority, because
it can happen at any time, and it’s
really devastating if you don’t have
a good support network or a good
employer or a good health care
provider.

“It’s important that you're aware
of it and constantly checking,
because you never know what can
happen, and you don’t want to be
caught off guard. I was lucky that I
wasn’t caught off guard.”

CW_I Au:ﬁn Bigoney
The gymnastic team’s Power of Pink meet works to raise money to help West
Alabama women as they battle breast cancer.
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together. Exercise gets your blood
pumping into your brain, for clear
thinking. Imagine the project
completed, and positive results.
Do the paperwork.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) --
Today is an 8 -- Build partnership
today and tomorrow. Use words
more than action. You're gaining
status. Listen to feedback. Accept
encouragement. An efficient plan
grows your game faster. Logic
meets desire. It’s possible to ex-
press both. Declare your love.

about details yet. Get in action,
and things line up. Fix something
before it breaks.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) --
Today isa 7 -- Accept a fun chal-
lenge if it pays well. Don’t jump
to hasty conclusions. Increase
efficiency by reviewing the plan.
Creativity and passion come
easily today and tomorrow. Get a
brilliant scholar to help you see all
the angles.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Today
is an 8 -- Plan a home project
with your partner, then jump
into action today and tomorrow.
Encourage imagination. Con-
sider ways to re-purpose, or give
things away and free up space.
The gentle approach works best.
Convey your deepest feelings.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) --

budget. It’s easy to push forward
now. Listen carefully, and follow
a hunch. Use your superpowers
to create fun and magic for your
close people.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
-- Today is an 8 -- Retreat from
the world today and tomorrow.
Connect with people remotely.
Help make a decision. Copy the
itinerary. Ask for more, please.
Something new arrives in the
mail. Watch out for holes in your
pockets.

Consult an expert. Confess to
the family. Follow an enthusiastic
suggestion. Celebrate your ac-
complishments. Accept congratu-
lations.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) --
Today is an 8 -- You'll be tested
for the next couple of days. Focus
on the job, and respect authority.
It comes back to you. Share your
news. Don’t spend impulsively.
Request a favor from someone
who owes you.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) -- To-
day is an 8 -- Coach your team to
victory. Take the bus and save to-
day and tomorrow. Get intensely
involved in your research. Shift a
household arrangement. It’s too
early to start a project. Wait for
your partner.

oonlow

Software

Get organized!

Softwane (o manage your
class schedulbs, assignments
nates, grades and mored
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EATERY |
Newk’s express Cafe &
Brumfield’s Restaurant
are now hiring cashiers,
servers, bartenders, &
line cooks. Competitive

wages, employee meal
discounts. Call to set up

205-523-7182

PALISADES

Leasing NOW & Fall!
1, 2, & 3 Bedrooms

Minutes from
Campus & Malls

*Monitored Security System|
*Gas Logs/Fireplaces
*Tanning Beds

205-554-1977

palisadesapthomes.com
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
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The Crimson Tide look to improve on their 8-10 record with wins over ninth-ranked Kentucky and Georgia this week. The Tide are currently 1-4 in conference play after a home win vs. Auburn.

Crimson Tide tested in SEC road games

By Nick Sellers | Staff Reporter

Most college basketball programs would
not be familiar with consecutive road games
against ranked teams as soon as January.
After falling on the road to No. 10 South
Carolina 77-51 Sunday, Alabama (8-10, 1-4) will
visit another top-10 team in the No. 9 Kentucky
Wildcats (15-3, 3-2) Thursday before returning
home Sunday to face Georgia (14-5, 2-4).

Junior Briana Hutchen said the back-to-
back trips to Nebraska and Duke in November
helped prepare the team for this weekend.

“I think that we’re more prepared than any
team in the country because we play such
great programs beforehand, and it got us
experience,” Hutchen said. “Especially being
a young team, it got us experienced playing
on the road against tough teams, so it doesn’t
really faze us as much. It’s something we’ve
prepared for, we've done before, and it’s just
another game.”

Kentucky will mark the third overall road

PLAN TO GO

WHAT: Alabama vs. No. 9 Kentucky
WHEN: Thursday, 6 p.m.

WHERE: Memorial Coliseum in
Lexington, Ky.

RADIO: Crimson Tide Sports Network,
790 AM

WHAT: Alabama vs. Georgia
WHEN: Sunday, 2 p.m.
WHERE: Foster Auditorium
TV: CSS

RADIO: 790 AM

game against a top-10 team, as Duke was No.
2 when the Crimson Tide visited Cameron
Indoor Stadium Nov. 17. Alabama previously
faced the Wildcats in Foster Auditorium Jan. 2
to open SEC play.

Though the game ended in an 85-63 loss for
the Crimson Tide, Hutchen said she believes
the team will be better prepared for the
rematch.

“Definitely just taking more care of the
ball and being more prepared for the travel,”
Hutchen said. “That’s probably the first team
since Duke that really pressed us hard the
entire game, and I think just takeaway from
that, our experience and looking back at film
and seeing what we did wrong and just learn-
ing from it, and hopefully we’ll apply those
things that we learned.”

Kentucky is currently tied for fourth in the
country in scoring with just under 89 points
per game. That mark, the best in the confer-
ence, goes along with senior Samarie Walker,
who leads the SEC in rebounds per game.

Coach Kristy Curry talked before the game
about the Crimson Tide’s lack of success on
the road against SEC teams.

“When you look at our team, we’ve got the
one senior, [Shafontaye Myers]. She’s won five

conference games on the road in her career,”
Curry said. “Everyone else on that bench has
won one. That’s another situation and another
experience we’ve got to learn how to do. And
at some point, you get tired of it not going for
you. You've got to step up and do something
about it as a player.”

Although the Crimson Tide’s lone SEC win
came at home against Ole Miss Jan. 12, Curry
admitted playing in venues such as Kentucky’s
Memorial Coliseum is something special.

“I think that if you’re a basketball fan, if
you're a basketball coach, you’re going to
love playing in those environments,” she said.
“You know, there’s no better feeling as a coach
to watch your players win on the road. And
that’s something, you know, that you want to
see your players do and you want to help them
do.”

After Kentucky, the Crimson Tide will
return home Jan. 26 to face Georgia. The
Bulldogs are coming off consecutive confer-
ence wins against Arkansas and Florida.

405 23rd AVE.

AMERICAN KITCHEN
GREDIENTS
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