
P.O. Box 870170
Tuscaloosa, AL 35487

Newsroom: 348-6144  | Fax: 348-4116 | 
Advertising: 348-7845 | Classifi eds: 348-7355

Letters, op-eds: letters@cw.ua.edu
Press releases, announcements: news@cw.ua.edu

Saturday 49º/38º
Chance of Rain
Sunday 50º/38º
Partly Cloudy

Clear
68º/47º

UA weather 
TODAY INSIDE

Today’s paper
Students ring in the 
Chinese New Year ...3

Opinions: The inaugura-
tion debate ..............4

Lifestyles: Jewish Film 
Festival Preview........6

Bryant Sports Grill col-
umn review ..............8

Womenʼs basketball loses 
to Auburn ................9

Gymnastics takes on 
defending champs .. 10

UA STUDENT UNION THROUGHOUT
 THE YEARS 

1930 — ALABAMA UNION BUILDING CONSTRUCT-
ED, WHICH IS NOW REESE PHIFER HALL 
1971 — FERGUSON CENTER CONSTRUCTED IN 
CURRENT LOCATION, BECOMING UA’S NEW STU-
DENT UNION BUILDING
1974 — ALABAMA UNION BUILDING RENAMED 
REESE PHIFER HALL
1997 — FERGUSON PLAZA CONSTRUCTED
2003 — FERGUSON CENTER RENOVATED
2007 — CURRENT FERGUSON FOUNTAIN IN-
STALLED
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By Drew Taylor
Senior Staff Reporter

 Students who would like to 
live on campus in the 2009-
2010 must sign up through 
MyBama by 5 p.m., Feb. 1., 
said Alicia Browne, associate 
director for information and 
communication for Housing 
and Residential Communities. 
 The online agreement, 
which has been open since 
October, is a different system 
than simply paying the initial 
fee to reserve a spot on the 
list.   
 “All they’re doing is just indi-
cating to us is that they want 
on-campus housing,” Browne 
said. “They’re not paying a 
deposit yet and they’re not 

signing a contract.”
 Browne said the reason-
ing behind an electronic 
agreement is so Residential 
Communities can have a num-
ber to analyze in addition to 

Resident
application 
due soon 

ON-CAMPUS HOUSING

DEADLINE INFO

Apply by Feb. 1 by 5 
p.m. 

at mybama.ua.edu

See APPLICATION, page 3

By Victor Luckerson
Staff Reporter

 As a centralized hub for 
activities, meals and lazy after-
noons, student unions have 
played a critical role in campus 
culture for more than 70 years.
 The Alabama Union, con-
structed in 1930 as a memo-
rial to students who died in 
war, was located in current-
day Reese Phifer Hall. The 
Alabama Union served as the 
University’s student union for 
more than 40 years. At a cost 
of more than $250,000, which is 
more than $3 million today, it 
was one of the most lavish and 
elaborate construction projects 
in school history. 
 The Alabama Union con-
tained a red and green lounge 
with a fireplace, separate read-
ing rooms for men and women, 
a cafeteria, a religious room 

and offices for student gov-
ernment and campus publica-
tions. It also contained a post 
office, a practice room for the 
Million Dollar Band, and what a 
September 1930 edition of The 
Crimson White deemed “the 
most luxurious [on-campus] 
supply store in America.”
 The student union concept, 
unique among southern col-
leges at the time, was modeled 
after mid-Western universities 
such as Iowa and Northwestern. 
The Union was touted as one of 
the largest college buildings in 
the South.
 “Almost everyone funneled 
through the Alabama Union,” 
said Jim Ezell, a 1969 University 
graduate. “It was busy night 
and day.”
 Ezell said bridge games were 
a popular pastime in his years

Student union evolves, adapts

See UNION, page 5
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Marion R Walding
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UA students gathered at noon 
Thursday along University 
Boulevard to show their support 
for Israel.
 Joseph Berman, a junior 
majoring in international rela-
tions, organized the rally to 
bring Israeli supporters togeth-
er, he said.
 The rally comes after a cease-
fire that was declared unilateral-
ly on Sunday in the Israeli offen-
sive in Gaza that lasted three 
weeks.
 “I hope this will show the cam-
pus that there are people who 
support Israel,” Berman said.
 Renee Sharon, a freshman 
majoring in public relations, is 
an Israeli student who took part 
in the rally.
 “My greatest hope in the 
world is for other people to real-
ize Israel’s right to exist,” Sharon 
said. 

UA students show support for Israel

MCT Campus

By Christy Roach
Staff Reporter

 The Blackburn Institute 
began the new semester with 
a national award recognizing 
their efforts at the University. 
The National Association 
of Student Personnel 
Administrators awarded 
the Blackburn Institute the 
Excellence Award in the cat-
egory of “Student Union, 
Student Activities, Greek Life, 
Leadership and related.”
 NASPA is the nation’s fore-
most professional association 
for student affairs with more 
than 11,000 members repre-
senting 1,400 colleges and 
universities, according to a 
UA news release. Blackburn 
received notification of their 
winning the award on Jan. 12.
 Marc Shook, director for 
the Blackburn Institute, said 
national recognition confirms 

what many have already been 
saying about them, that they 
are one of the most unique and 
dynamic student leadership 
development organizations in 
the country.
 NASPA assistant direc-
tor of educational programs 
Joseph DeSanto said in a UA 
news release that the award 
not only honors the work of 
the Blackburn Institute, but it 
recognizes the Institute as a 
leadership organization that 
maintains high standards to 
which other institutions and 
student affairs professionals 
should aspire.
 In order to win this award, 
Blackburn had to enter 
their application, which was 
reviewed by three judges 
with NASPA. Recipients of the 
award have to display some of 
the following characteristics: 

Blackburn 
receives nat’l 

award

See AWARD, page 2
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“The old student union was like an oasis. It was 
warm, friendly and people were always 

having a good time.”

— Jim Ezell, a 1969 University graduate 
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EDITORIAL

THIS DAY IN ALABAMA HISTORY
On this day in 1957, machines at the Wham-O toy company roll 
out the first batch of their aerodynamic plastic discs — now 
known to millions of fans all over the world as Frisbees.

Source: www.history.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Send announcements and campus news 

to cwnews@sa.ua.edu

Applications for Outstanding Senior 
Award now available

 Alpha Lambda Delta Honor Society is sponsoring the 
Outstanding Senior Award, which rewards up to two senior 
students who have made extraordinary contributions to the 
University of Alabama and/or community through his or her 
academic and extracurricular activities. The application for the 
reward can be found at honorsocieties.ua.edu/awards.htm. The 
application is due Feb. 16 by 4 P.M. For further information, 
please contact Benton Atchison at bentonatchison@gmail.
com.
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• CONCERT: Alabama Wind Ensemble 
— 7:30 p.m., Moody Music Building 
Concert Hall

SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY
• FILM SCREENING: “The 
Counterfeiters,” as part of the Jewish 
Film/Cultural Festival presented 
by The Arts Council of Tuscaloosa 
County and Temple Emanu-El — 
7:30 p.m., Bama Theatre

• FILM SCREENING: “Circumcise 
Me” and “Matzo and Mistletoe,” as 
part of the Jewish Film/Cultural 
Festival presented by The Arts 
Council of Tuscaloosa County and 
Temple Emanu-El — 2 p.m., Bama 
Theatre

• FILM SCREENING: “Bound for 
Glory,” “Let My People Grow” and 
“Noodle,” as part of the Jewish Film/
Cultural Festival presented by The 
Arts Council of Tuscaloosa County 
and Temple Emanu-El — 7:30 p.m., 
Bama Theatre
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We want to list your birthday here. Send your name, 
birthdate, year and major to cwnews@sa.ua.edu. Put 
“birthday” in the subject line. And look for birthday 

greetings from us on your special day.

Crime Report
Compiled by Christy Conner

Senior Staff Reporter
 
JAN. 15
• Harassing communica-
tions occurred at 12:30 a.m. at 

Riverside North
• Fraudulent use of a cred-
it/debit card occurred at
11:25 a.m. on UA campus
• Theft 2 occurred at 2:50 p.m.
at the Ancillary Services
• Criminal mischief occurred 
at 4:20 p.m. at the Ferguson 
parking deck
•Theft 2 occurred at 7 p.m. at 
New Hall

JAN. 16
•Harassment occurred at 
3 a.m. at the Ridgecrest South
construction site
•Forgery occurred at
11:10 a.m. at the UA Campus 
Credit Union
• Theft 2 occurred at 
12:59 p.m. at Delta Kappa
Epsilon fraternity

JAN. 17
• Public intoxication occurred
at 1:30 a.m. at the parking lot 
behind Russell Hall
• Criminal mischief occurred 
at 10:45 p.m. at the Aquatic 
Center

JAN. 18
• Criminal mischief occurred
at 4:56 a.m. at Ridgecrest East
• Burglary occurred at 
10:19 a.m. at Smith Hall
• Unlawful breaking and
entering of a vehicle occurred
at 12:15 p.m. at the rear of 
Palmer Hall
• Burglary occurred at 
11:30 p.m. at Lakeside East

JAN. 19
• Criminal mischief occurred
at 6 a.m. at Phi Kappa Alpha
• Burglary occurred at 3 p.m.
at Riverside North

1,000 WORDS
Every Friday, 1,000 Words features a photo from around the 

University. Send submissions to cwnews@sa.ua.edu.
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AWARD
Continued from page 5

relevance to institutional mis-
sion, demonstration of success 
in addressing student needs 
and/or critical campus issues 
and originality and creativity, 
according to the release.
 “We submitted a paper 
application detailing how we 
met the criteria, and submit-
ted reference letters from 

UA president Robert E. Witt, 
UA provost Judy Bonner, and 
Tuscaloosa City Councilman 
and Blackburn fellow Lee 
Garrison,” Shook said.
 “While we are truly honored 
to receive this national award 
for the recognition it brings to 
Dr. John L. Blackburn and the 
University of Alabama, we real-
ize that our work is really just 
beginning.” 
 Shook said they measure 
their success in the collective 
works of their fellows, and, after 
only 13 years, they are only in 
the fledgling stages of fulfilling 
Blackburn’s vision.
 “With the continued support 
of a passionate advisory board, 
I have full confidence that the 
Blackburn Institute will be 
a force in Alabama’s com-
munities for years to come,” 

Shook said.
 Kendra Key, a Blackburn fel-
low, said receiving the award 
makes her feel proud to be a
part of the Blackburn Institute
and motivates her to renew her 
commitment to the Institute, 
its ideals and the impact she 
as one individual can make 
on the lives of individuals not
only in the state of Alabama,
but throughout the U.S.
 “Being a Blackburn fel-
low has been one of the most 

rewarding experiences of my
college career, and I am sure
it will prove to be continually
beneficial to my life beyond the 
Capstone,” Key said.
 Key said she encourages any-
one who is passionate about
the state of Alabama and who
has a desire to impact the world
around them to consider join-
ing the Blackburn Institute.
 Shook said the Blackburn
Institute is taking nominations
for membership, and encour-
ages students to apply. In 
order to apply, students must 
be enrolled at the University 
and will be a full-time student
in 2009-2010.  Students should 
approach a faculty member
about nominating them for
Blackburn. Nominations are
due Feb. 9. 

CW | John DavisJ
John Davis took this photo while visiting family two hours outside 
of Tuscany, Italy. 

“While we are truly honored to receive this national award for 
the recognition it brings to Dr. John L. Blackburn and the Univer-

sity of Alabama, we realize that our work is 
really just beginning.” 

— Marc Shook, director for the Blackburn Institute

Advance tickets available at
www.cobbtheatres.com

Hotel for Dogs

Unborn
2:05, 4:10, 6:40, 9:00

Inkheart
1:45, 4:15, 7:00, 9:30
Not Easily Broken

Bedtime Stories
2:20, 4:55, 7:40, 10:10

1:40, 4:05

6:30, 10:00
Benjamin Button

2:25, 4:50, 7:20, 9:45
Bride Wars

Paul Blart: Mall Cop
3:00, 5:40, 8:10, 10:25

1:25, 4:00, 6:15, 8:30, 10:45
Underworld

2:50, 5:10, 7:35, 9:55
3D My Bloody Valentine

2:00, 4:25, 6:50, 9:15
Revolutionary Road
2:40, 5:20, 8:00, 10:40

Frost Nixon
1:35, 4:20, 7:05, 9:50

Marley and Me

Valkyrie

Twilight

2:15

5:00, 7:15, 10:35

1:50
Last Chance Harvey

4:45, 7:10, 9:35
Defi ence

1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:30
Gran Torino

1:55, 4:35, 7:15
Notorious

2:45, 6:00, 8:45

Capstone Men & Women

bama.ua.edu/~cmw

Applications due Friday, January 30, 2009

Please deliver completed applications to
284 Rose Administration

Now accepting applications!
For more information and to apply visit

18
09
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 By Karissa Bursch
Staff Reporter

 The Association of Chinese 
Students and Scholars welcomes 
students of all nationalities to 
celebrate the Chinese New Year 
with food, dancing and perfor-
mances Sunday in the Ferguson 
Ballroom.
 Mi Shen, a freshman from 
HangZhou, China, and an orga-
nizer for the event, said in pre-
vious years the Association of 
Chinese Students and Scholars, 
was not able to hold the event 
on the actual day of the Chinese 
New Year. 
 The Chinese New Year chang-
es every year depending on the 
Chinese lunar calendar and this 
year the celebration will be held 
on the true Chinese New Year’s 
Eve, Shen said. 
 Shen said the Chinese New 
Year is one of China’s most 
important holidays. 
 “This holiday is most impor-
tant in China — like your 
Christmas,” Shen said. “[In 
China], they will travel thou-
sands of miles for this and then 
go back home. It’s a family 
thing.”
 The Chinese New Year is a 
time for family members to get 
together, Shen said.  
“Since all Chinese students are 
far from family, we will celebrate 
the festival and bring them clos-
er to home. We want American 
students attending to also feel 
our culture,” Shen said. 
 Yi Fan, a freshman from 
Beijing and the stage designer 

for the event, said there will be a 
Chinese buffet, Chinese dancing 
and other performances includ-
ing Taiji, which she described as 
“slow Kung Fu.”
 Fan said the Chinese New 
Year is not just a part of Chinese 
culture. It began in China but 

has been embraced by Japanese 
and Korean culture, as well. 
 “ Fan said she wanted 
students to know that the festival 
is not a way for the Association of 
Chinese Students and Scholars 
to make money.
 “We do not hold it for money; 
the money is just for the food,” 
Fan said. “Our association just 
wants to be friends with every-
body. We want people to know 
the real China and the Chinese 
people.”
 The festival runs from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. Sunday and the tickets 
are $7 each. The tickets were 
available for purchase in the 
Ferguson Center on Wednesday 
and Thursday, and can now be 
purchased at the door.

Students ring in 
the Chinese New 

Year Sunday

By Amanda Peterson
Special projects reporter

 The SGA Senate wants 
students to get a free T-shirt 
– at least when they sign up for 
Higher Education Day by Feb. 
24.  
 At the meeting Thursday, 
Tyler Valeska, a senator in the 
College of Communication and 
Information Sciences, intro-
duced a resolution encour-
aging students to attend 
Alabama’s Higher Education 
Day on March 5. 
 According to the resolution, 
the SGA has set a goal of 400 
students attending the event 
when college students from 
across the state will lobby the 
state legislature. Students will 
be excused from class if they 
attend. 
 Valeska said the UA Faculty 
Senate should pass a resolu-
tion encouraging professors 
to let students out of class. If 

not, the SGA will give students 
letters to explain their absence 
to their professors, “unless for 
some reason you have a test or 
something that day,” he said.
 The Higher Education 
Partnership, which sponsors 
the event, prefers to have stu-
dents from each state univer-
sity wear the same color, so 
Valeska said it is important for 
students to sign up by Feb. 24 
to get their shirt for the event. 
 James Fowler, a senator in 
the College of Commerce and 
Business Administration, read 
two resolutions to encourage 
the University to consider con-
struction possibilities. 
 One asked the administra-
tion to look at possibilities 
for additional meeting space 
for student organizations, 
whether it be in the form of a 
new student union because the 
Ferguson Center is not large 
enough for student needs or an 
addition to the student union. 

 The other resolution asked 
the Campus Master Plan 
Committee to consider desig-
nating a vacant dirt lot behind 
four fraternity houses and 
next to Friedman Hall as a 
permanent parking lot. Fowler 
said residential students need 
more parking in that area 
because of the large number 
of visitors at night who fill the 
parking lots. 
 Right now, the space has 
no use, but Fowler said it is 
planned as green space. He 
said he thinks 100 parking 
spaces could fit in the area.
 “There’s no need of green 
space,” he said. “We need to 
use it for a good use.” 
 Fowler also introduced a 
resolution to encourage the 
Student Recreation Center to 
provide more lockers for daily 
use instead of being reserved. 
Few students pay to reserve 
a locker, so he said more 
students need a free daily 

use locker. 
 Corderrol Harris, a senator in 
the college of Communications 
and Information Sciences, 
asked if the Rec Center had 
already started doing this. 
 “They’ve been doing it 
already,” Fowler said. “They 
just want to see how we think 
things are going as students 
start to use it.” 
 In response to the pro-
Palestinian phrases on the 
Quad, Miriam Fry, a sena-
tor in the college of Arts and 
Sciences, read a resolution 
supporting pro-Israeli stu-
dents. 
 Fry, who is Jewish, said 
there have been more obvious 
signs of support for Palestine 
than Israel on campus, so she 
wanted to show solidarity with 
Israel supporters. 
 “That is our homeland,” she 
said. “I’m definitely hurt by 
all the anti-Israel stuff on the 
Quad.”   

Students urged to attend Higher Education Day

APPLICATION
Continued from page 1

the incoming freshman class. Without a 
system like this, it would be very easy to 
run out of room for those who may want 
to remain on-campus, forcing them to live 
somewhere else.
 “We want to be absolutely sure that 
we will have space enough space in the 
residence halls for students that want it,” 
Browne said.
 Housing and Residential Communities 
works very closely with the UA admissions 
office, projecting the number of incoming 
students for the next academic year and 
arranging on-campus living based on those 
predictions. Browne said with the addi-
tion of Ridgecrest South and the Bluff at 
Waterworks Landing, overcrowding should 
not be a problem. No projections as to the 

incoming freshman class size have been 
made yet. 
 Browne said the initial agreement is the 
first step in the application process. After 
Feb. 1, students will need to pay a $250 
deposit between Feb. 3-13, in addition to a 
$25 application fee. After the initial payment, 
the student will go through room selection, 
being able to view their choices online. The 
deadline for room selection is Feb. 16. 
 Browne said Housing and Residential 
Communities has done its best to inform 
students and parents alike on the applica-
tion process for on-campus living, ranging 
from e-mails sent to students, numerous let-
ters being sent out before Christmas break, 
to electronic letters from the University that 
parents subscribe to.
 “We try very hard to facilitate students 
who want to move off-campus,” Browne 
said. “We want to assist in whichever choice 
they are going to make.”

 Julie Elmore, assistant director for 
off-campus and greek housing, recently
hosted a fair at the Ferguson Center on Jan.
14, which featured nearly 18 realtors offer-
ing options in Tuscaloosa, including H.A. 
Edwards, Campus Way and Cornerstone 
Management. In November 2008, Elmore 
was an integral part of a program about off-
campus living called “Landlords, Leases and 
Legalities” at Morgan Hall, featuring guest 
speakers Bill Edwards, president of H.A. 
Edwards, and Michael Kelly, the Crimson
Choice project coordinator.
 “We want to be there for any question
they may have,” Elmore said. “We want to 
help them any way we can.” 
 Elmore said another program is sched-
uled for the Ferguson Center on April 1, 
from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
 For more information on both on campus
and off campus living, visit www.housing.
ua.edu.

If you go:

-Sunday, 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m.
-Tickets are $7 each 
and will be available 
wednesday and thurs-
day in the Ferg

(Think Crimson Tide souvenirs from the SUPe Store.)

hoop •  la  (hoop’la)
noun. Informal 

SUPeStoreth
e

(Think Crimson Tide apparel from the SUPe Store.)

www . s u p e s t o r e . u a . e d u
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By Dave Folk and Paul 
Thompson

 Paul: So, what did you think 
of the inauguration?
 Dave: It kind of sunk in for 
me afterwards when he was 
signing his first executive 
orders. I just can’t believe we 
actually elected a left-handed 
president. 
 Paul: Yeah, me neither. I 
was surprised at the cost, too. 
Something in the neighborhood 
of $170 million, and Obama still 
managed to interrupt Chief 
Justice John Roberts during 
the oath. Eager, much?
 Dave: You’d think for 
$170 million you’d at least get 
a couple of practice runs in. 
Hell, Lebron James only makes 
$40 million but he practices five 
days a week at least.
 Paul: Are you daring to say 
that Obama isn’t perfect?
 Dave: I thought that was pret-
ty evident when his nominee 
for Secretary of the Treasury 
wasn’t giving his green to the 
IRS.
 Paul: Speaking of elemen-
tary colors, what was with Rev. 
Joseph Lowery’s benediction? 
“…When white can embrace 
what’s right?”
 Dave: Whoa, pump the 
brakes. He was on the schedule 
of events? I just thought some 
crazy homeless guy had found 
his way to the podium and 
Obama had waved off the snip-
ers. 
 Paul: It almost seemed like 
that. I mean, here’s an event the 
entire world is watching, and 
this guy — “Reverend” though 
he may be — took a racist jab 
at American Indians (the “Red 
men” according to Lowery) and 

insinuated that white people 
have never done what is right. 
I’m not sure about you, but I 
was kind of offended.
 Dave: So much for bridging 
the racial gaps, I guess. My 
favorite part about the entire 
event, though, was that as they 
were talking about how Obama 
was attempting to “lower the 
carbon footprint” of America, 
yet they showed the 200 motor-
cycle escorts accompanying 
him in the parade. What’s 
wrong with like five motorcy-
cles? Are the other 195 officers 
really that necessary? 
 Paul: I doubt it. What did 
they think was going to hap-
pen? DC was swarming with 
almost 50,000 police from all 
over the city and neighbor-
ing states. Obviously, they 
were just trying to stay warm 
by increasing everyone’s old 
friend, Global Warming. I guess 
that 25-degree weather got old 
after a while.
 Dave: Speaking of loads 
of crap, in today’s economic 
situation wouldn’t you want 
to maybe scale back on the 
extravagance? You know what, 
despite the nearly $10.7 tril-
lion deficit the U.S. faces, let’s 
go ahead and tack on another 
$170 million worth of butch-
ered patriotic songs by Aretha 
Franklin. 
 Paul: It’s nice to know that 
one day’s worth of Inauguration 
festivities cost the equivalent 
of 3,754 average American’s 
yearly salaries. What a great 
use of money, especially since 
the Dow Jones plunged almost 
350 points that day. Just a guess, 
but investors didn’t seem to be 
all that thrilled with the price 
tag.

 Dave: I feel like we’re tak-
ing it a little too harshly on Mr. 
Obama. I want to switch gears 
and quickly talk about the dou-
ble standard of the average lib-
eral. 
 For the last eight years 
they have trashed everything 

about Bush, from his policies 
to his intelligence, and now 
that Obama is in office, dare 
one of us say anything nega-
tive about the man, even if it 
is a valid argument. I truly do 
wish Obama succeeds in send-
ing the country in the right 
direction; on the other hand, 

part of me wants to see him fail 
just to wipe the smirks off the 
Democratic party’s face. 
 Paul: I don’t know, Dave. His 
version of success is the antith-
esis of what I think is right for 
the country. I don’t want him 
to succeed. I want him to fail. 

Miserably. If we end up with 
something like the “new” New 
Deal, we are in for a “raw deal” 
as Rush Limbaugh says. So no, 
I want his policies to fail. I don’t 
agree with them; why would I 
want something I strongly dis-
agree with to succeed?
 Dave: I want what’s best for 

America; if it turns out 10 years 
down the road that his neo-
socialist policies get America 
back on track then more power 
to him. Now, realistically, based 
on the expectations everyone 
has for him, and this holier-
than-thou aura he has, you 
and I both know this first year 
should be unexpectedly disap-
pointing if you’re an Obama 
supporter. I am kind of excit-
ed to see an endless array of 
scandals, starting with Illinois 
Governor Rod Blagojevich, and 
that helmet of hair he always 
has on.
 Paul:  So do I, Dave. I definitely 
want America to succeed, but I 
don’t think Obama is the man to 
lead us in that direction. Given 
that, I just can’t bring myself to 
wish success on the man. The 
New Deal didn’t really end the 
Great Depression; that was the 
arrival of World War II, not the 
dependant underclass-creating 
polices we are still following for 
whatever reason. I’m just really 
not into adding more programs 
to FDR’s laundry list of massive 
governmental programs.
 Dave: More importantly, 
I don’t want to see the same 
media coverage they gave 
Obama during the inaugura-
tion all throughout his four 
years. They literally had 
breaking news with every 
“first” he had.
 “We’re getting break-
ing news, President Obama 
has just taken his first drink 
of water out of a bottle. 
Remember this is the first bot-
tle of water for the first black 
president. 
 And this is coming in off 
the wire; President Obama 
has now placed the cap back 

on the water and proceeded to 
put it back in the cup-holder.
 If you’re joining us now let’s
fill you in, President Obama,
the first black president, has 
taken his first sips of water
and put the cap back on the 
bottle.
 Monumental occasion, right 
Diane?”
 Paul: Exactly. The media, at 
least in large part, abandoned 
all sense of objectivity months
ago during the election. It was
nice to see how that panned 
out now that Obama is presi-
dent. I read a quote from 
George Stephanopoulos’ wife 
(while she was on Oprah) 
saying they both burst into 
tears as Obama was sworn-in.
Really, George? I understand
that his inauguration was an 
historic one, but was it really
so overwhelming that tears 
were merited? I guess that 
$170 million was well spent if 
the ceremony caused national
news anchors to cry. 
 Dave: I mean I’ve been cry-
ing since it happened, I think 
it’s a physical ailment though.
 Paul: It was certainly emo-
tional. I wonder if any big-
name national news workers
burst into sobs as George 
Bush was sworn in? Can you 
say obvious bias? 
 Dave: Probably, but I don’t 
think for the same reason. 
Well, I’m going to go pray to 
my Regan Shrine.
 Paul: I thought I was the 
only one; be safe, UA. 

Dave Folk is a news editor for 
The Crimson White and Paul 
Thompson is the opinions edi-
tor. Their columns regularly 
run on Fridays.

Expensive inaugurations, and why we hate them
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YOUR VIEW

“I donʼt really know much 
about the whole situation over 
there so I canʼt really give an 

informed opinion.”

— Lelia Huber, a sophomore 
majoring in music therapy 

“I guess with their 
struggles, somebody 
should help them.”

 — Vivian Washington, a 
freshman majoring in 

social work

“I do think we should get 
involved but more on a 

political basis than a military 
basis.”

— Randall Robbins, a freshman 
majoring in civil engineering
and international business

“I donʼt know anything about 
that.”

 — Mike Bartlett, a sophomore,
 pre-med.

CW | Marion Walding
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Do you think the United States should support Israel?

By Ian Sams
 There have been 70 presi-
dential inaugurations in our 
great nation’s history, including 
several private ceremonies by 
presidents like Rutherford B. 
Hayes, Woodrow Wilson, Calvin 
Coolidge, Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
Ronald Reagan, and most 
recently Barack Obama. The 
significance of an inaugura-
tion is immense. It signifies the 
peaceful transition of power the 
United States so impressively 
has maintained since the time 
of George Washington and John 
Adams. 
 Upon taking the oath of 
office (the only phrase in the 
Constitution in quotation marks, 
I might add), the president 
“enters into the execution of his 
office.” Undoubtedly, this event 
is always an historic moment, 
a moment when another great 
man (and hopefully, one day, a 
woman) adds his name to that 

short but eternal register of 
Presidents of the United States.
 Naturally, this week, we wit-
nessed an especially historic 
one. So, it was to my disappoint-
ment and surprise that many of 
my friends were unable to watch 
the event because their profes-
sors did not allow them to view 
it in class or to take the day off to 
watch it at home. 
 I understand professors follow 
a strict schedule, often planned 
out day-by-day with objectives 
that must be met to cover the 
necessary course material. I 
also understand many of them 
were either disappointed that 
President Obama was ascending 
to the office or just plain didn’t 
care. 
 But the bottom line is that 
we’re not paying a lot of money 
to learn just material from our 
prospective fields. (Or at least 
we shouldn’t be.) Education is 
not just learning the basics of 

engineering or perfecting the 
ability to balance a spreadsheet. 
It’s not just reading old British 
works of literature or putting 

together curriculum for an ele-
mentary school class. Education 
is about becoming engaged with 
the world. It’s about broadening 
your horizons, hearing new per-
spectives (even if you disagree 
with them), and learning, just 
learning.
 The inauguration, whether 
of a Republican, Democrat, or 
neither, should be one of those 
events the world watches. We 
have a civic responsibility to 
engage in our society, to partici-
pate in our national community. 
For a professor to disallow his 
students to watch the event in 
class or to prevent them from 
taking their own action to view 
it slaps the notion of a true edu-
cation in the face. 
 Civic engagement is some-
thing that transcends our small 
amount of time here at the 
University. If, at a relatively 
young age, we can all plug into 
our political system, or at least 

our society at large, then the 
future will be faced with a gen-
eration involved. Not since the 
Greatest Generation has the 
United States had a citizenry that 
offered less of themselves for the 
greater good of our nation. Now, 
President Obama has encour-
aged us all to give more and 
take less. He has called on us to 
usher in a new era of this civic 
engagement because our times 
mandate it.
 We’re facing great challenges, 
many of which the average per-
son like you or me can’t impact 
significantly on a daily basis. 
But, we can vote. And we can be 
informed. And we can do little 
things and make the “hard choic-
es,” like putting our soda cans in 
the recycling bin, making more 
responsible decisions regarding 
our bank accounts and mentor-
ing young people in need of guid-
ance. 
 Obama’s inauguration 

emphasized these principles. It 
emphasized our collective need
to “put away the childish things”
and get to work involving our-
selves in our national and global 
community. Watching the inau-
guration motivated me to aspire
to this unity of purpose with my
friends and neighbors. To think 
that some professor may have
caused another of my peers to 
miss that moment of encourage-
ment and inspiration troubles
me.
 From now on, let’s all care a
little more. Let’s “carry forth the 
great gift of freedom and deliver 
it safely to future generations”
by transforming ourselves 
into a generation that, like the 
Greatest Generation, gives more
and takes less.

Ian Sams is a sophomore 
majoring in political science. 
His column regularly runs on 
Mondays.

The inauguration and our true education

Dave Folk and Paul Thompson

Ian Sams

“It’s nice to know that one day’s worth of 
Inauguration festivities cost the equivalent of 
3,754 average American’s yearly salaries.”
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traipsing through the Alabama Union, 
along with pool and table tennis. A 
student art gallery and a very popular 
snack bar helped make the Union even 
more comfortable.
 “If people had a free hour, they’d go 
to the Alabama Union,” he said. “It was 
much more of a gathering place for 
everybody [than today].”
 Ezell attributed this heightened 
activity to the fact that there were 
fewer cars on campus at the time. “This 

was a much more pedestrian campus 
back then,” he said.
 Ezell said the creation of the 
Ferguson Center was initially unpopu-
lar. 
 “People didn’t like the Ferguson 
Center because it was considered out 
of the way,” Ezell said. 
 At a time before the erection of 
honors dorms and Rose Towers, the 
Alabama Union’s Quad corner-location 
was close to many living communities, 
especially Greek houses.
 “The old student union was like an 
oasis,” he said. “It was warm, friend-
ly and people were always having a 

good time.”
 In 1971, the Ferguson Center, named 
after Board of Trustees member Hill 
Ferguson, was built in its current loca-
tion. It was not given the student union 
title because the Alabama Union was 
still in use and the University could not 
have two student unions simultaneous-
ly. The Alabama Union would go offline 
in 1974 and become Reese Phifer Hall.
 The Ferguson Center was originally 
intended to be built at the Woods Hall 
location, but a student petition con-
vinced administration to move the 
project. The Ferg has undergone two 
major renovations, with the creation 

of the Ferg Plaza in 1997 and another 
renovation in 2003. The current foun-
tain system was installed in 2007.
 “We serve as a laboratory for stu-
dent development,” said Carl Bacon, 
director of the Ferguson Center. He 
described the Ferguson Center’s goal 
as supporting co-curricular activities 
and reinforcing the mission of the 
University as a whole.
 Foot traffic for the fall 2008 semester 
was estimated to be about 21,800 people 
per day. Bacon said that number could 
swell to as many as 80,000 on Game 
Day Saturdays.
 Bacon said he was most proud of 

the amount of student involvement in 
Ferguson Center operations. Students
manage the Ferg, close the building 
and handle the help desks. “It’s a true 
student union,” he said.
 Bacon said there are no plans for 
physical expansion at the moment. 
 But, he said, the administration 
was constantly tweaking the bal-
ance between office space for staff 
and lounge space for students. In the 
last five years, office space has been 
reduced to allow more room for stu-
dent activities. 
 “The Ferg is flexible and adaptable to
our campus community,” Bacon said.

By Sydney Holtzclaw
Contributing Writer

 The Tuscaloosa Chapter 
of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference part-
nered with the “Realizing the 
Dream” committee to host the 
first annual Legacy Banquet 
at the Hotel Capstone to honor 
outstanding members of the 
Tuscaloosa community. 
 “In 1990, the University of 
Alabama, Stillman College and 
the SCLC joined together to 
present the first ‘Realizing the 
Dream’ concert in order to cele-
brate the goals and aspirations 
of Dr. Martin Luther King with 

the community,” said Samory 
Pruitt, chair of the “Realizing 
the Dream” committee. 
 Over the past 20 years, 
“Realizing the Dream” has 
grown from a concert into a 
year full of activities including 
a lecture series in the fall and 
spring semester, a performing 
arts presentation, and now a 
banquet to honor individu-
als who have made significant 
contributions to the commu-
nity in continuing with King’s 
dream. The committee has also 
grown to include Shelton State 
Community College as a part-
ner in planning events. 
 Those honored at the banquet 

include the original founders 
of the “Realizing the Dream” 
Committee, along with Kendra 
Key, a junior majoring in politi-
cal science, Tuscaloosa Mayor 
Walt Maddox, the Rev. T.W. 
Linton and several community 
organizations and businesses. 
 “Kendra is [a] very inspi-
rational young lady whose 
achievements and community 
involvement the committee felt 
truly exemplified the charac-
teristics of the Horizon Award,” 
Pruitt said.  
 Key is the 2008-2009 student 
chair of the Blackburn Institute, 
a 2008 Capstone Hero and the 
Chief Policy Advisor of the 

SGA. As a Tuscaloosa native, 
Key has also participated in 
several community service 
efforts. She is involved in Meals 
on Wheels, is the coordinator 
for the mayor’s youth council 
and is a volunteer with Save 
First, a free tax preparation 
service for low-income, work-
ing families.
 Keys said her father inspired 
her community involvement. 
As a child, Key’s father started 
a basketball league for at risk 
males in West Tuscaloosa. She 
said she would often attend 
practice with him and watch 
him with the players.
 “Through his actions I 

learned that it’s not enough to 
look out for ourselves, we have 
to look out for others too. I think 
it’s easy to get caught up in the 
moment and forget about other 
people, but we have to real-
ize there are more important 
things in life than just what ‘I’ 
want,” she said. 
 Key said the Legacy Banquet 
was the greatest honor she has 
received. 
 “Receiving this award was 
very encouraging” Key said. “It 
has motivated me to want to do 
more for the community and 
has given me a good push into 
the real world.”
 Those honored alongside 

Key at the Legacy Banquet also
exemplified the philosophy of 
putting others before them-
selves. 
 “I felt so privileged to be among
such great company,” Key said.
“Mayor Maddox has done so 
much for the city of Tuscaloosa
and Rev. Linton was a trailblazer
during the Civil Rights move-
ment leading marches and pav-
ing the way for me and others to 
be where we are today.” 
 The next “Realizing the 
Dream” event, a performing arts
production, “God’s Trombones,”
will take place Jan. 27 at 7:30 p.m.
in the Bean-Browne Theatre at 
Shelton State. 

“Realizing the Dream” and SCLC host Legacy Banquet

 ʻUNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA A PICTORIAL HISTORYʼ 
The Alabama Union building stood as UAʼs student union for more than 40 years. It was built in 
1930 as a memorial to UA students who died in war. The student union, however, was moved 
from the Alabama Union building in the 1970s after the construction of the Ferguson Center, after 
which its name was changed to its current tag, Reese Phifer Hall.

By David Espo
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON | Amid grim 
new evidence of economic 
weakness, legislation at the 
heart of President Barack 
Obama’s recovery plan 
advanced in Congress Thursday 
over the persistent opposition 
of Republicans seeking deeper 
tax cuts.
 “We are very pleased with 
the progress,” said Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., after 
$275 billion in tax cuts cleared 
the House Ways and Means 
Committee on a party-line 
vote of 24-13. Democratic lead-
ers have promised the mea-
sure will be ready for Obama’s 
signature by mid-February.
 “It will create jobs immedi-
ately, and it will also lay the 
foundation for economic stabil-
ity as we go forward,” Pelosi 
added.
 But Republicans said there 
was no reliable estimate of the 
bill’s impact on employment.
 “The American people 

deserve to know what they are 
getting for their nearly $1 tril-
lion,” said Rep. Dave Camp of 
Michigan, the top Republican 
on the tax-writing committee.
 In all, the measure costs 
$825 billion, a total expected 
to grow as it makes its way 
through Congress.
 On the key vote of the day, 
Democrats closed ranks to 
preserve a tax break for this 
year and 2010 that would mean 
$500 for many workers and 
$1,000 for millions of couples, 
including those whose earn-
ings are so low that they pay 
no federal income tax.
 Democrats also turned back 
a Republican attempt to jet-
tison a new federal subsidy to 
help laid-off workers pay for 
health insurance after they 
lose employer-paid coverage, 
and to waive income taxes on 
unemployment benefits for two 
years.
 They argued that the GOP 
proposals would favor upper-
income individuals and cou-
ples who, they said, benefited 

disproportionately from tax 
cuts passed during the admin-
istration of former President 
George W. Bush.
 “We need to be dealing 
with people at the bottom of 
the income scale,” said Rep. 
Jim McDermott, D-Wash. He 
also noted that the legislation 
would provide a $25-per-week 
increase in unemployment ben-
efits.
 But Camp cited a report by 
the nonpartisan Congressional 
Research Service that he said 
showed lower- and middle-
income workers already would 
have received most of the ben-
efits from the proposal to elimi-
nate the tax on unemployment 
benefits.
 Separately, the House Energy 
and Commerce Committee 
approved a $2.8 billion pro-
gram that would expand broad-
band service into underserved 
areas. It also approved various 
programs costing an estimated 
$27 billion to promote energy 
efficiency.
 The panel, working late 

into the night, also passed a 
$20 billion effort to speed the 
creation of electronic health 
records, and it approved more 
money to help states afford 
increased enrollment under 
Medicaid, the health care 
program for the low income. 
In all, the additional spend-
ing for health care programs 
totals about $150 billion over 
five years.
 During a recession, enroll-
ment traditionally rises in pro-
grams such as Medicaid, food 
stamps and unemployment 
insurance as workers lose 
their jobs and their incomes.
 Congressional committees 
did their work as government 
reports showed the number 
of newly laid-off Americans 
filing jobless claims and the 
pace of home construction both 
posted worse-than-expected 
results. Additionally, Microsoft 
Corp. said it would slash up 
to 5,000 jobs over the next 
18 months, while chemical 
maker Huntsman Corp. said 
it would cut more than 1,600 

employees and contractors 
combined.
 Democrats have an over-
sized majority on the tax-
writing committee, as they do 
on all committees, the result 
of election gains in the fall. 
While Republicans sought 
several changes in the legis-
lation, the proceedings were 
devoid of drama or even emo-
tion.
 Republicans in both the 
House and Senate are devel-
oping alternatives to the 
Democratic legislation, and 
Rep. John Boehner of Ohio, the 
GOP House leader, announced 
a meeting next week with 
Obama.
 “Our plan offers fast-acting 
tax relief, not slow-moving and 
wasteful government spend-
ing,” he said, referring to a 
study by the Congressional 
Budget Office questioning 
administration claims the 
money could be spent fast 
enough to reduce joblessness 
quickly.
 Th e  a d m i n i st r at i o n 

countered with a promise that 
75 percent of the entire mea-
sure would reach the economy
over the next year and a half,
according to a letter sent by
White House Budget Director 
Peter Orszag to top lawmak-
ers.
 Not all Democrats were 
completely pleased with the 
legislation making its way to
a vote on the House floor next
week.
 The portion of the mea-
sure ticketed for highway 
and bridge construction,
$30 billion, is far less than some 
favor, and there was grumbling.
 “This bill ... is not even near 
what we need for short-term 
needs and it does not in any
meaningful way address the 
long-term needs for our coun-
try,” said Rep. Peter DeFazio, 
D-Ore., although he added, “It is 
better than nothing.”
 There was outright opposition
in the House to another element 
of Obama’s economic recovery
program, but it was entirely
symbolic.

House Dems push tax breaks through committee
CW | RF Rains

For Rental Information for Crimson Commons call 469-3219
For Sales Information Call Wes York at 799-8080

www.crimsoncommonscondos.com

Amenities
*Gated Parking
*Central Elevator
*Rooftop Sun Deck
*Private Balconies
*Ceramic Tile
*Granite counters
*High efficiency
*Plus much more!

For Rental Information for The Chimes call 469-3219 
For Sales Information call Donna Petty at 799-7200 or Wes York at 799-8080

Buy
2 BR 2 Bath
$482,000

Rent
2 BR  2 Bath
for $2,200

Rent or Buy yours today!
Rent: 2BR 2 Bath $1,300

Buy: 2BR 2 Bath $269,900
Rent: 3BR 3 1/2 Bath $1,900

Buy: 3BR 3 1/2 Bath $369,000
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Heritage Room, Ferguson Center

Tuesday, January 27 
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LIFESTYLES

By Josh Hedrick
Lifestyles Reporter

 Downtown’s Bama Theatre 
will kick off the first night of 
the 7th annual Jewish Film 
Festival Saturday night at 6 
with a Jewish Food Festival 
and the first film of the four-
day event. 
 The Food and Film Festival 
is part of the larger Jewish 
Cultural Festival, presented 
as a collaboration between 
the University, the Arts 
Council of Tuscaloosa county  
and Temple Emanu-El. The 
event is also aided by the 
University’s student Jewish 
fraternal organization.
 “It’s a great event for 
the Jewish community 
of Tuscaloosa and the 
Tuscaloosa community as a 
whole. It’s a marvelous com-
mentary on our community 
that we are able to have this 
festival and have it be such as 
success,” said Steve Jacobs, 
Temple Emanu-El’s rabbi. 
 A food festival featuring 
traditional food from Jewish 
culture will precede the first 
screening Saturday night. 
 “Some things wil l 

probably be familiar to stu-
dents, falafels, pitas, bagels,” 
Food Festival Chair and Hillel 
advisor Rebecca Rothman 
said. “There will be some 
foods that you many not have 
seen before, but it is all deli-
cious. And there is so much 
food. It’s enough for dinner.” 
 The food selections are 
designed to spotlight various 
foods that hold special sig-
nificance in the Jewish com-
munity, particularly during 
Jewish holidays. The menu 
also includes baked goods, 
soups and salads. 
 The first movie shown will 
be “Counterfeiters,” a film the 
head of the Festival’s Movie 
Selection Committee, Joanna 
Jacobs, said she is especially 
excited about. 

 “It’s really a fantastic 
movie,” Jacobs said. “It’s a 
real nail biter about a Jewish 
counterfeiter who is captured 
by the Nazi’s and forced to 
aid them in a counterfeiting 
scheme that could change the 
war.” 
 “Counterfeiters” won the 
Oscar for best foreign lan-
guage film in 2008 and is 
based on the real life events of 
a Nazi counterfeiting scheme 
to destroy U.S. and U.K. econ-
omies and will begin at 7:30 
Saturday night. 
 Seven other films and shorts 
will be shown throughout the 
festival and will range from 
animated shorts, to comedies 
and documentaries. 
 “We try to get as much 
a variety as possible and 

a mix of subject matters,” 
Jacobs said. “Growing up in 
Tuscaloosa I always loved 
movies, but it seemed like we 
didn’t get a lot of the films that 
other parts of the country did. 
I think it is very exciting that 
we are bringing those films 
here to the Bama Theatre. It 
is a chance for film fans to see 
those movies they wouldn’t 
normally get to see.”
 The films first and foremost 
have to be good movies people 
will want to see, Jacobs said. 
And while the focus of the 
festival is Jewish culture, not 
all the movies are about that 
heritage, but feature a Jewish 
character. 
 “We want movies that shed 
light in some way on Jewish 
life, cultural or religious prac-
tices. And movies that just tell 
really good and interesting 
stories. People’s movie tastes 
vary, but there is really some-
thing for everyone at the festi-
val,” Jacobs said.
 Other movies to be shown 
include “Noodle,” “Circumcise 
Me” and “Then She Found 
Me.” Shorts include “Jewno,” 
a short parody of the popular 
movie featuring the actor who 
played the dad in “Juno,” “Let 
My People Grow” and “Bound 
for Gory.” More details about 
the films can be found at 
the Art Council’s Web site, 
tuscarts.org. 
 All films will be shown 
at the Bama Theatre, with 
the exception of Sunday 

afternoon’s matinee, which 
will be held at Reese Phifer 
Hall on the University cam-
pus.
 The Food and Film Series 
is just one part of the Jewish 
Cultural Festival. The Festival 
also includes a special exhibit 
at Hoole Library “Campus 
Meets Town Meets All Around: 
Glimpses at Tuscaloosa’s 
Jewish Community from the 
Hoole Library Collections,” as 
well as an upcoming Jewish 
book discussion series, “The 
Road Not Taken,” starting in 
February. 
 The Hoole exhibit features 
information about Tuscaloosa 

and the Jewish community
dating back to the 1860’s to the 
present. It includes exhibits
about student organizations,
student life, the Hillel House,
an exhibit on famous baseball 
announcer Mel Allen and much 
more, said Jessica Lacher-
Feldman, Curator of Rare 
Books and Special Collections.
The exhibit opened Jan. 20 and 
will run through April. 
 Tickets for the Film Festival 
are $5 for students per night, 
including Saturday night’s
Food Festival. Ticket pack-
ages for the entirety of the 
Festival are also available for 
purchase.

Jewish Film Festival comes to Bama Theatre

JANUARY 27
Jewish Film/Cultural Festival: 
“Jewno” and “Then She Found 
Me” presented by the Arts Council 
and Temple Emanu-el at the Bama 
Theatre. Admission charged, 7:30 
p.m., call 205-758-5195

JANUARY 24
Jewish Film/Cultural Festival: 
“Counterfeitors,” presented by the 
Arts Council and Temple Emanu-
el at the Bama Theatre. Admission 
charged, 7:30 p.m. with opening 
reception (free with fi lm ticket) at 6 
p.m., call 205-758-5195

JANUARY 25
Jewish Film/Cultural Festival: 
“Circumcise Me” and “Matzo and 
Mistletoe” presented by the Arts 
Council and Temple Emanu-el at 
UA’s Reese Phifer Hall. Admission 
charged, 2 p.m., call 205-758-
5195

JANUARY 26
Jewish Film/Cultural Festival: 
“Bound for Glory”, “Let My People 
Grow” and “Noodle” presented 
by the Arts Council and Temple 
Emanu-el at the Bama Theatre. 
Admission charged, 7:30 p.m., call 
205-758-5195

www.blumenfi eld.com
Filmmakers Matthew Kalman (left) and David Blumenfeld (right) 
pose with comedian, Yisrael Campbell (center), the subject of 
their documentary fi lm, “Circumcise Me: The Comedy of Yisrael 
Cambell” in Jerusalem on April 28, 2008.

www.fest21.com
April Epner (Helen Hunt) fi nds comfort in Frank (Colin Firth), 
the father of one of her students, as her life falls apart around 
her in “Then She Found Me,” playing at the Bama Theatre on 
Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.

Coffeehouse & Gourmet Deli

We  Accept 
Dining Dollars

1301 University Blvd.
“On the Strip”

still

Lush Landscaping  Lagoon-Style Pool with 

Fireside Lounge, Kitchen and Club Room 

Gated Community  Fitness Center with Flat 

Screen TV’s and Sound System  Tanning Beds 

Stainless Steel Appliances Restricted Access

 Designer Lighting  Private Balcony 

24/7 Camera Monitoring Elegant Cabinetry 

 Hardwood Flooring  and Much More!

www.houndstoothcondos.com

*Need not be built.

For leasing, call 

(205) 750-2260

For sales, contact Andy Turner at 

(205) 345-0707

RENTAL RATES
2 Bed/2 Bath $1,300
3 Bed/3 Bath $1,800

FOR SALE
2 Bed Units from $219,900
3 Bed Units from $279,900

For Sale or Rent!

high speed internet, water service, and 

washer/dryer included in your rent!
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By Peterson Hill
Contributing Writer

Ron Howard’s “Frost/Nixon” 
is set up like a boxing match 
between a heavyweight and a 
lightweight. The contenders 
are Richard Nixon and David 
Frost, respectively. What 
makes this match so fasci-
nating is what’s at stake for 
these two men. For one it’s his 
career and livelihood, for the 
other his legacy.

The film is tremendously 
acted by Frank Langella and 
Michael Sheen, and Howard 
can’t keep up with these two. 
As good as this story is, he 
doesn’t quite make it the mas-
terpiece I was hoping for.
 The movie begins with 
David Frost (Sheen) in the 
Siberia of TV work as he hosts 
a show in Australia. He knows 
little about politics; however, 

he knows business and sees 
dollar signs in the prospect 
of an interview with Richard 
Nixon (Langella). Nixon 
accepts with the idea of mak-
ing this a platform from which 
he can rebuild his legacy. 
 Frost hires three men to 
help him prepare for the 
interviews. The first is an 
old friend, John Birt, played 
by Matthew Macfadyen, the 
next is Bob Zelnick, played 
by Oliver Platt, and the last 
is James Restin Jr., played by 
Sam Rockwell.
 As each man gets ready for 
the interviews, Frost searches 
desperately for money to fund 
them. No one will give him the 
time of day because he is only 
a lightweight going up against 
Tricky Dick. So Frost digs 
deep into his own pockets to 
get Nixon to do the sessions.
 Nixon has certain rules 
about the Watergate 

segment of the interview, and 
Frost begins the sessions not 
stepping on toes. He lets Nixon 
go on tangents and, in turn, 
Nixon begins to look presi-
dential again. The turning 
point comes during a drunken 
phone call from Nixon, when 
Frost realizes the severity of 
the situation and that, as he 
hired Nixon, he is more than 
able to interrupt him and 
make him answer the hard 
questions.
 The story truly is riveting, 
but Howard stumbles in that 
first hour, which is like a wick 
on a firecracker — you sit in 

anticipation waiting for it to 
go, and when it finally does, 
it’s explosive. But you still 
have to sit there and watch 
that wick burn.
 There are moments of abso-
lute brilliance in this movie. 
The actual interviews are fas-
cinating and expertly paced 
displays of two actors at the 
top of their games. The last 
hour of the film works like a 
nail-biting thriller. You will 
likely be on the edge of your 
seat watching these men 
confront each other. While 
most suspense comes from 
the uncertainty of outcomes, 

the actors create the sus-
pense here. Their arguments 
are seeped with a subtlety the 
rest of the movie lacks.  
 For some reason, Ron 
Howard is an Academy favor-
ite. There is one thing — and 
yes only one thing — that he 
is great at, and that is pulling 
brilliant performances from 
his actors. Watch “A Beautiful 
Mind” and you will see how 
his direction can never keep 
up with the actors.    
 The movie surprised me 
because at some point I began 
to sympathize with Nixon, 

something I would never 
have thought possible. There 
is a great line where he says, 
“Any mistakes I made were 
mistakes of the heart and not 
the head.” It takes a true actor
to be able to deliver this line 
with grace. Langella, with just 
the turn of the head or a blank 
expression, says more than 
most actors say in an entire 
film. But Sheen matches him
blow for blow as they dance 
along to the conclusion of 
their boxing match. 
 And in the end you will ask 
yourself, “Who really won?”

MOVIE REVIEW | FROST/NIXON

Political drama well-acted and riveting

‘Frost/Nixon’

Director: Ron Howard

Starring: Frank Langel-
la, Michael Sheen, Sam 
Rockwell, Oliver Platt, 
Kevin Bacon, Rebecca 
Hall, Matthew Macfayden

Run time: 122 minutes

MPAA rating: R
CW critic’s rating:

Bottom line: Outstand-
ing performances and 
a riveting third act more 
than make you up for 
Howard’s directorial mis-
steps.

www.rottentomatoes.com
Frank Langella, right, and Michael Sheen, left, deliver strong performances as David Frost and 
Richard Nixon, respectively, in Ron Howardʼs new fi lm about the small-time reporterʼs historic 
interview with former President Nixon.  

The story truly is riveting, but Howard stumbles 
in that first hour, which is like a wick on a fire-

cracker — you sit in anticipation waiting for it to 
go, and when it finally does, it’s explosive. But 

you still have to sit there and watch 
that wick burn.

Coupled Cottages
2 BR/2.5 BA
3 BR/3 BA

Cottages
4 BR/4 BA
4 BR/4.5 BA
5 BR/5 BA

University Blvd.
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FOR FALL

2009!
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205.752.0016
For Leasing Inquiries, call:

www.RetreatAlabama.com
info@retreatalabama.com

Visit our Leasing Center
on University Blvd, across from
Publix and The Houndstooth!

391-6050

Spacious 1,2 & 3 bedroom apartments � 2 Bedroom Town homes
Washer/dryer connec�ons � Fully Equipped Kitchens 
Wood burning fireplace �2 Large pools � Tennis court

Budget Priced apartments � Professional Management

1 bedroom from $459
2 bedroom from $499

ADVANCE 
LEASING

FOR SUMMER 
& FALL

Don’t Let Waiting List Get You Down!

2201 48th St. E. � Tuscaloosa, AL 35405
aspenvillageapts.info
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By Sean Randall
Contributing Writer 

 Some have told me I have a 
bias against the fancier, more 
“gourmet” foods on campus, 
as made obvious by my prefer-
ence of hot dogs over sautéed 
liver. Personally, I felt it was 
simply a dislike for liver, but 
in the spirit of giving “gour-
met” a chance, I went over to 
the “mysterious” fourth and 
final all-you-can-eat campus 
eatery, Bryant Sports Grill, 
which has whispers of “gour-
met” and “fancy” surround-
ing it in casual conversation 
by those who’ve never eaten 
there. 
 Connected to the Bryant 
Academic Building and the 
Bryant Residence Hall, it 
offers lunch from 10:30 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. on Monday through 
Friday. Dinners are offered, 
but I want to discuss those 
specially, as they’re different 
in nature. That’s not to say 
lunches there aren’t “special,” 
though. While I praised Burke 
for its all-around tasty “com-
fort food,” Bryant serves some 
of the best lunches I have had 
on campus during my last 
three years here. 

Atmosphere

 One of the few disappoint-
ments with Bryant is its small 
size. The way the tables are 
set up, and the lack of area, 
means eating a meal by your-
self (especially around noon) 
is nearly impossible, unless 
you sit on one of the many 
“bar” seats. There are four 

TVs in the eating area, which 
each play one of two sports 
channels. In certain places, 
you can hear both channels 
through the speakers, which 
can be odd. 
 There is also a more private 
outside eating area, though it 
isn’t often used now with how 
cold it is. The chairs not at the 
bars have arms, which are nice, 
but the chairs can be noisy 
and difficult to move. It holds 
about the same atmosphere 
as the other dining areas on 
campus, with a slightly more 
cramped feeling. 

Service

 I think the employees here 
are some of the nicest and 

happiest looking ones on 
campus. I’ve watched many 
students trade jokes and hold 
conversations with some of 
the workers, which makes 
me think they’re very person-

able. When it comes to serv-
ing food, food is kept up with 
rather well, replacements for 
empty foods coming nearly 
immediately. The dishwash-
ing area they have seems to 
be one of the least messy and 
quickest setups I’ve seen, and 
makes placing your dishes 
easy. 

Selection

 Since Bryant is smaller, the 
selection is proportionally 
smaller as well. However, it 
still manages to offer a good 
amount of food. There is a 
salad bar, the only one I’ve 
reviewed so far that usually 
has real bacon bits; two chang-
ing soup selections and a con-
stant chili con carne; fruit such 
as grapes, granola and straw-
berry cups and a refrigerator 
filled with apples, oranges 
and pears; a hot veggie dish 
area for baked beans and the 
like; breads, usually rolls or 
cornbread; a grill, which has 
the least greasy fries I’ve 
seen on campus, burgers 
and often quesadillas, wraps 
and others; a deli, where the 
sandwiches are served on 
loaf bread; an entrée section 
often with pasta and a meat 
dish; cereal, which holds 
Cheerios, granola and Total; 
a toast making area, includ-
ing jams and peanut butter; 

a smoothie making station; a 
dessert case with cakes and 
cookies; soft serve ice cream 
and the standard drink span 
(though smaller in flavor 
variety than some). 

 Each table holds ketchup, 
mustard and mayo squeeze 
bottles, making finding con-
diments easier. As for plates 
and the like, they do have 
trays here, which is good for 
juggling multiples of their 
ceramic plates and bowls. No 
insanely large cups, but they 
do offer take-out cups without 
request. 

Food Quality

 Some people are, appar-
ently, not impressed with 
Bryant’s smaller selection. 
However, the quality makes 
up for any sadness found in 
the lack of potato salad or stir-
fry. It’s one of the only places 
on campus I will eat a salad, 
since the others lack meat, 
and they have a wide selection 
of fresh add-ons for the sal-
ads. The selection at the grill 
can sometimes produce inter-
esting and tasty items, such as 
Asian shrimp quesadillas, and 
their grill items always seem 
healthier than the same items 
at other eateries. 
 They also have an interest-
ing colored dot system to show 
what has more health risk 
than others, something I can’t 
recall seeing at other facilities. 
Everything seems to be con-
sistently fresh, and the sim-
ple things like the deli meats 
seem almost better in quality, 
even if only a little. The des-
serts are great, and they serve 
the best Boston cream pie I’ve 
ever had. Occasionally, in the 
fruits, you can find a grape 

that seems bruised, or a pear
past its prime, but it’s not
often and nothing to fret over.

The Good

 Consistent tastiness, meat
at the salad bar and a general
air of trying to make students
healthier are definitely good
things.  I like that the salad
bar is the first thing you see
in the line, as it encourages
me to eat healthier. Also, the
fact that there are bathrooms
inside the facility is a bonus
that I’ve become fond of,
being that I don’t like having
to leave the entire dining area
and come back if a bathroom
is needed. 

The Bad

 It’s a little distant from my
personal haunts of ten Hoor
and Rowand-Johnson, and it
is a little small. The difficulty
of eating alone is somewhat
disappointing, and, while I
encourage everyone to try
it at least once, I would have
to suggest coming at an ear-
lier time than noon since the
crowd often leads out the door.
With the limited choices, if on
the rare occasion they run out
of any items (such as white
bread, bacon bits or American
cheese), it’s pretty obvious.
Still, the negatives aren’t
overwhelming, and I suggest
everyone try it at least once. 

      Grade: 94 (out of 100)

CAMPUS DINING | BRYANT SPORTS FOOD REVIEW

Food fi t for the “Bear”

By Xavier Burgin
Contributing Writer

 College — the gateway to 
future aspirations, successes, 

failures and harsh realiza-
tions.  
 With the passing of fall 2008, 
the freshman class has one 
semester of college conquest 
behind its belt. Hopefully, 
this will give most students a 
plethora of experiences read-
ily available for Spring 2009 
and beyond. 
 The willingness to exam-
ine the highs and lows of 
past endeavors represents a 
crucial understanding of the 
path ahead. 
 Ashley Williams, a fresh-
man majoring in nursing, rec-
ognizes this outlook.
 “I learned laziness and pro-
crastination will not get you 
far, yet on the other hand I 
learned a lot about myself, 
those around me and life in 
general,” she said. 
 “I would describe my first 
semester as eventful,” echoed 
psychology major Ashley 
Benton. “I had so many ups 
and downs, but I would not 
give up these experiences for 
anything.”
 For many freshmen, the 
first few weeks on campus 
were crucial in shaping their 
overall attitude of college. 
 “I was not sure how easy 
it would be to make friends 
in college, especially from 
being out of state. That fear 
was a big part of the reason I 
rushed and decided to join a 

sorority,” said Kaylan Gee.
 Today, she remains pleased 
with her decision. 
 “Now I love it and would not 
change a thing,” she said.
 But fear was not the only 
emotion felt by the freshmen. 
 Alyson Watson, a freshman 
majoring in biology, expressed 
a tenacious view of her expe-
rience at the University.

 “I was not really scared 
about my first semester in col-
lege because I had been look-
ing forward to my indepen-
dence, and I finally got it here 
at UA,” she said. 
 Regardless of expectations, 
most admit their time on 
campus would not have been 
bearable without the moral 
support of loved ones and 
friends. 
 “Whenever I was having 
a bad day, I would call them 

and they would encourage
me all the while telling me 
what a good job I was doing,” 
said nursing major Madison 
Mckinnon.
 Ian King, a philosophy 
and political science major,
reached out to his roommates
for support.
 “My roommates, three of my
best friends from high school,
were utterly indispensable in 
easing my transition to col-
lege life,” he said. 
 College can be considered a
microcosm of the world soon 
to emerge for students. This 
demands certain responsibili-
ties of students — a fact for
which too many simply aren’t
prepared.
 “Partying way too hard has 
been both a good and bad 
experience for me,” said psy-
chology and pre-med major,
Andy Knowles. 
 While Knowles realizes that 
having fun is part of a rounded 
collegiate career, he said this
practice can never become a 
lifetime routine. 
 “I learned that I’m in the 
real world now, and I’ve got to 
start becoming a more respon-
sible adult,” he said. 
 Knowles’s lesson seems rep-
resentative of the freshman 
body at large.
 Watson concurred, adding 
her own twist.
 “My experiences during the 
first semester taught me to 
continue to have faith in God, 
myself and the SUPe store,”
she said. 
 For Benton, the real world
has already left a permanent
mark.
 “The only experiences that 
stand out to me when I think 
about what has shaped me 
in the last semester are lost 
friendships. My experiences
have taught me that I need to 
take school seriously and that 
I should stop worrying about
petty things as much,” she 
said. 
 Those who say college is 
merely an academic odyssey
missed the majority of the 
journey. Ask any freshman
student. They may not find 
commonality in every aspect
of their collegiate pursuit, but
most will agree the quest is a 
conglomeration of academic, 
social and emotional under-
takings. 
 “My true education comes
from the life I’m exposed
to,” said psychology major 
Stephen Smith, “but [it] starts
in the classroom. Word.”

Freshmen — the fi rst fall

It’s one of the only places 
on campus I will eat a 

salad, since the others lack 
meat, and they have a wide 
selection of fresh add-ons 

for the salads. The selection 
at the grill can sometimes 
produce interesting and 

tasty items, such as Asian 
shrimp quesadillas, and 
their grill items always 
seem healthier than the 

same items at other 
eateries. 

“My experiences have 
taught me that I need to 
take school seriously and 

that I should stop 
worrying about petty 

things as much.”

-Ashley Benton, psychology 
major

CALL US AT  205-758-5371 OR VISIT  US AT 1407 10TH AVENUE

    SUMNER PLACE
 GET ONE BEFORE THEY ARE GONE
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By NiCarla Friend
Contributing Writer

 The men’s track and field team 
began its 2009 indoor season 
last weekend at the Kentucky 
Invitational in Lexington, Ky. 
While en route to Lexington, 
coach Harvey Glance insisted 
that the team was fully prepared 
to compete.
 “They [were] ready. We had 
a lot of our athletes stay over 
[Christmas] break to prepare, 
and they seem to be a little bit 
more cohesive than a year ago, 
and we also have a lot of new 
faces in the program,” he said.
 The team hopes to carry the 
SEC Championship torch the 
cross country team handed them 
this past season.
 The team took a step in that 
direction in Kentucky.
 Junior Tyson David finished 
first place in the mile, running 
4:05.92, the sixth fastest in school 

history. Andrew Kirwa finished 
sixth with a time of 4:15.07 in the 
same race.
 Abraham Kuntingala and 
Stephen Payne ran in the 3000m. 
Kuntingala placed sixth with 
a time of 8:22.63, and Payne fin-
ished 13th with a time of 8:39.81.
 Michael Nichols and Paul 
Wynn both competed in the 200m. 
Nichols was fifth with a jump of 
23-3.50, and Wynn finished sev-
enth with a jump of 22-11.25.
 Michael Hughes cleared the 
bar as it set at 15-01.50 in the pole 
vault.
 Ray Jadusingh (21.49) and 
Brandon Spradley (21.71) both 
competed in the 200m, finish-
ing sixth and 12th, respectively. 
The two made it to the two-sec-
tion final, where Spradley (6.87) 
finished in 14th and Jadusingh 
(6.89) finished 17th.
 Freshman Aaron Stockstell 
made his premiere as a college 
athlete in the 800m race, finish-

ing fifth with a time of 1:52.93.
 When asked what he believed 
inspired and boosted the morale 
of the team, Glance said, “Our 
distance guys have really set the 
stage in cross country as SEC 
Champs, and I know that a lot of 
our guys are motivated by that; 
and not just by what they are 
hearing, but also by what they 
are seeing, and that’s very impor-
tant because success brings suc-
cess.”
 With talent on the team such 
as Tyson David, Emmanuel 
Bor, Tyler Boswell and Mike 
Edwards, the idea of winning the 
SEC Championship doesn’t seem 
too far-fetched. David is the two-
time SEC champion who holds 
both the school and SEC record 
at 10,000m with a time of 28:23.01. 
Bor, a junior, is the 2007 SEC 
Champion in the mile with a per-
sonal best in the event of 4:01.63.
 Tyler Boswell and Mike 
Edwards are both high jumpers. 

Boswell cleared 7-01.25 at the 2007 
SEC Outdoor Championships 
and Edwards will be putting on 
the crimson and white uniform 
for the first time as a freshman. 
Edwards, an outstanding high 
jumper from Florida, was unable 
to compete before due to prob-
lems with clearing house because 
of issues with his high school.
 Another benefactor of the 
team is the fairly new assistant 
coach, Victor Houston. Houston 
was a track and field coach at 
the University of Iowa before he 
accepted the job as at Alabama, 
replacing Ron Tiffin, who is now 
the head track and field coach at 
Samford University. According to 
Glance, the University couldn’t 
have found a better replace-
ment than Houston, a three-time 
Olympian.
 “I think he brings a lot of expe-
rience because he is a NCAA 
champion in the decathlon event, 
and the areas he’s coaching, the 

high jump and the long jump, 
are the ones that he caught his 
best scores in. He brings a lot to 
the table in those events. I know 
him very well because I was his 
coach when he was in college [at 
Auburn].”
 “The guys have welcomed 
him with open arms, and I think 
they have a great coach-athlete 
relationship. They have great 
respect, and that’s the most 
important ingredient. You have 
to have great respect for your 
coach. Anytime you hire anyone 
new, he or she brings a ‘newness’ 
and a new attitude and a new 
focus. I think that’s very, very 
important when your dealing 
with young people; you have to 
motivate, and you have to inspire 
and you have to lead, and he does 
this.”
 The team competed against 
15 teams in the Kentucky 
Invitational, including five 
top twenty squads: then-No. 4 

Florida, No. 9 Louisville, No. 11 
Kentucky, No. 16 South Carolina 
and No. 20 Georgia. The team’s
next meet will be the Razorback 
Invitational hosted by the 
University of Arkansas this 
weekend.

MEN’S TRACK & FIELD 

Team wins fi rst meet in spring season

UA Athletics | Cory Johnson
Emmanuel Bor is the 2007 SEC 
champion in the mile. He and 
the rest of the menʼs track and 
fi eld team will be in Arkansas 
for the Razorback Invitational 
this weekend. 
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NEWLY BUILT 
3BEDROOM/3BATH 
avaliable at the end 
of October. Located in 
Forest Lake $975 mo 
(205)427-4855

1320 1/2 6TH Ave. 
NOW-Central heat/Air; 
fresh paint, NEW Carpet 
$550. Next Semester & 
Fall--Houses Close-to-
Class www.delview.com. 
205-345-4600
CAMPUS Huge 3BR 
House. hardwood  oors, 
very nice. Helen Keller 
Blvd area. $800/ mo. 
Available Now! Call 752-
1277 Lease & deposit 
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WASHER, DRYER, 
DISHWASHER!! 2 bed-

rooms 1 & 2 baths, 425 
8th Ave N.E.; 1309 1/2 
8th Ave. $310. 205-345-
4600 www.delview.com
CUTE 3BR/2BATH 
HOUSE. Living room, 
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downtown. $900/ month 
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CONDO CLOSE TO 
CAMPUS 1 BR 1 BA 
Riverbend Commons 
New paint,  carpet. W/D 
and microwave included. 

$525 Available now. 
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LEASING FOR FALL 
3br 2b newer house 
close to UA 1050$ 
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house near campus, 
student(s) preferred. 
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washer/ dryer, hardwood 
 oors, central air/ heat, 

fun deck in private back-
yard, security system. 
$350/ person, share utili-
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SUBLEASE-REDUCED 
2 BR 1 BA. Located next 
to Publix grocery store, 
within walking distance. 
Rate negotiable. Call 
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ONE BEDROOM BOGO 
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CAMPUS- EFFICIENCY 
APARTMENTS next
door to Publix Supermar-
ket. $350/ month. Water 
included. Cobblestone 
Court Apartments. Lease 
& Deposit required, no 
pets. 205-752-1277 
OFF CAMPUS RIVIERA 
APTS. Downtown North-
port.  Newly renovated 2 
BR $580/Mth.  Lease to-
day!  (205)366-3667 
UNIVERSITY VILLAGE 
Sublet 1BR/1BA in 3BR/
3BA at University Village. 
Avail immediately. $425/ 
month, split utilities by 
3. Female student only. 
apt4sublet@charter.
net,(205)999-4398
1611 PAUL BRYANT 
DR APT3 $800.00 2 
LARGE BEDROOMS 1 
BATH.AVAILABLE NOW 
(404)234-4167
1/2 SECURITY DE-
POSIT-FREE Month
Rent!! Centrally located, 
1 and 2 bedrooms, 2 
baths, COURT WOODS, 
1600 Veterans Memorial 
Pkwy. 205-556-6200 
BRAND NEW APART-
MENTS! Walk to class. 
Call 205-750-2135 

NOW AVALIABLE  for
Spring Semester. Beau-
tiful, furnished, 2BR 1BA 
at Sandalwood Condo-
miniums. Appliances, 
dishes, nicely decorated. 
$495/month. Karen 256-
498-3592
* ROOM FOR RENT w 
UA students shared 
utilities large walk-in 
closet private bath 
large yard very close 
to campus (706)718-
0553
1 BDRM  UNIVERSITY 
VILLAGE Take over 1 
BDR APT in University 
Village, Feb. 1st to July 
25th.  (208)720-3878 
UNIVERSITY VILLAGE 
1BR 1BA  Single unit 
sublet. Original lease 
expires 7/25. WASH-
ER DRYER included. 
c h u c k 4 0 4 @ a o l . c o m 
$675/ mo Free internet 
FOUNTAIN SQUARE 
Sublease near 
campus.2BR1BA;water 
free;deposits pd;  cur-
rently available $475 
(334)799-8213

ROOMATE WANTED 
Sumner Place - One 
bedroom w/private bath. 
in Fully furnished house 
w/big screen TV.  $350/
month plus 1/4 utilities. 
(704)400-0113 

CONDO FOR RENT-
AUG. 1 Mid-Town Vil-
lage. 2BR/2BA with 
balcony. W/D. $1100 
per/month. Call 205-
427-0077
RIVERBEND COM-
MONS Available imme-
diately. 2 bdrm 2-1/2 ba. 
Wshr/ Dryr. 7 min from 
UA. $800/ mo. Call 349-
5451

!BARTENDING! Up to 
$300/ day, no experience 
necessary. Training pro-
vided. If interested, call 
(800)965-6520 Ext 214. 

BARTENDERS & 
BANQUET SERVERS 
Banquet Servers & Bar-
tenders are needed for 
the areas  nest hotels 
and Country clubs. Must 
have prior serving expe-
rience. Flexible sched-
ules available. Apply 
immediately- Five Points 
Staf ng. (205)391-9784 
SURVEY TAKERS 
NEEDED: Make $5-$25 
per survey. Do it in your 
spare time. www.Get-
PaidToThink.com 
WE PAY UP TO $75 
per online survey. www.
CashToSpend.com 

WEIMARANER PUPS 
FOR V-DAY! AKC Wei-
maraner Puppies Blue 
and Grey, M&F available! 
VERY Large, Cham-
pion bloodlines, tails 
and dewclaws removed, 
DNA tested! $500+ www.
akcwe imaraner.com 
(205)275-5897

2001 VW JETTA, Red,
96K miles, sunroof, XM 
ready, regularly serviced 
by VW techs, $5500, 
Call 205-292-7562 

PROOFREADER/TYP-
IST UA Graduate School 
experienced editor. Fast
results. All assignments
welcome. jthinton3@
gmail.com or (205)349-
9089
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By Jason Galloway
Senior Sports Reporter

 It was the most valiant 
effort of Alabama’s season.
 The Crimson Tide lined up 
for its final event at last year’s 
SEC Championships needing 
to spawn a 49.5 on the vault to 
upend the three-time defend-
ing national champions.
 With no margin for error, 
sophomores Morgan Dennis 
and Ricki Lebegern flaunted 
career-high scores of 9.95 
while freshman Kayla Hoffman 
extracted a 9.925 to position 

Alabama for what appeared to 
be its sixth SEC title in school 
history.
 “Georgia had already come 
over and congratulated us 
to win,” head coach Sarah 
Patterson said.
 The assumptions of victory 
were nothing more than false 
hope, as the ensuing final 
scores read: Georgia- 197.35, 
Alabama- 197.325.
 The Tide had lost by .025 of 
a point, the smallest possible 
margin of defeat in colligate 
gymnastics.
 “We never say, ‘that was 

our SEC Championship,’ ” 
Patterson said. “It is what it 
is and you have to learn from 
it.”
 Tonight, with an additional 
year of experience, the No. 
9 Tide will attempt to be the 
first team to defeat the now 
four-time defending nation-
al champion Gym Dogs in 
Athens, Ga., since Alabama 
did it in 2005.
 “You can’t think that it’s a 
different meet,” said junior 
All-American Kassi Price. 
“You have to go in there with 
a calm approach and treat it 

like any competitor. If you 
try to make it a bigger deal, 
then you’ll end up not being 
as comfortable, prepared and 
confident as you can when 
you compete.”
 The key difference from last 
season’s team that finished 
second in the SEC is the slew 
of talented freshmen that 
have highly contributed to the 
Tide’s 2-0 start this year.
 Freshmen accounted for 
eight of Alabama’s routines 
against Kentucky last week, 
and the first-year gymnasts 
make up half of the Tide’s 

balance beam team, which 
moved up to No. 1 in the polls 
this week after posting a 
49.225 against the Wildcats.
 “I think [being ranked No. 
1 in the beam] gives us a lot 
of confidence,” freshman 
Geralen Stack-Eaton said. 
“We just go in there and do 
our job and don’t think about 
the numbers.”
 Alabama is led by two 
juniors in Dennis, who ranks 
fourth in the country on the 
vault, and Lebegern, who sits 
at No. 6 in the rankings in the 
floor exercise and 11th in the 
all around.
 Although the Tide owns 
thick layers of depth and tal-
ent, everybody on its roster 
will face the daunting chal-
lenge of keeping up with 
Georgia’s Courtney Kupets 
tonight.
 Undoubtedly one of the 
best gymnasts in the nation, 
Kupets sits atop the national 
individual rankings in the 
all around and uneven bars, 
along with claiming the No. 2 
spot in the floor exercise. 
 “We have to focus on ‘What 
can Alabama do to do the best 
that they can?’ ” Price said. 
“You can’t really pay atten-
tion to the other team as much 
because if you do that then 
you’ll be like, ‘Oh my gosh, 
they just had a great routine. 
I have to hit a great routine 

now’ and you get a little bit 
nervous.”
 It is the last situation in
which Alabama can afford a 
setback, having to go on the 
road against the defending 
national champions, but one 
that has hindered the Tide 
throughout its first two meets
still lingers.
 Hoffman, who was an All-
American on the vault as a 
freshman last year, is still 
recovering from offseason
shoulder surgery and will not 
compete tonight.
 Alabama has managed the 
ninth best scoring average in 
the country through the first 
two meets of the season with-
out her, but with the Gym Dogs 
sitting at No. 4, it remains to be 
seen if that would be enough.
 Georgia is coming off a nail-
biting victory over No. 3 Utah
at home on Monday in which 
the Utes were tied with the 
Gym Dogs heading into the 
final rotation.
 “I would love to be in that 
situation,” Patterson said. 
“One of the things about this 
meet that has always been 
good is both teams step up and 
do a great job. In terms of the 
competitiveness, I think that 
both teams definitely step up 
to the plate.”
 The action between the top
10 teams will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
in Stegeman Coliseum.

GYMNASTICS

UA faces 4- time national champs tonight

 CW | Drew Hoover
Caitlin Sullivan performs on the balance beam.

TUSCALOOSA 2340 McFarland Blvd. E. 205-366-9124

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES Open 7 days a week. Technicians available at select locations.

BUSINESS CUSTOMERS 
1-800-899-4249

Call 1.888.640.8776      Click verizonwireless.com         Visit any store

Activation fee/line: $35.
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee/line & other charges. Offers and coverage, varying by service, 
not available everywhere. Device capabilities: Add’l charges & conditions apply. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 weeks & expires in 12 months. Limited-time offers. While supplies last. Network details and coverage 
maps at verizonwireless.com. © 2009 Verizon Wireless. FCBC

Fashion conscious. 
Budget conscious.
Get school tunes, tones, screensavers & more.

enV®2 by LG  
Mini Messaging Center
> Full QWERTY Keyboard
> Fast email and Web access

$4999
$99.99 2-yr. price –$50 mail-in rebate 
debit card with 2-yr. activation. 

NEW! 
Samsung Omnia™
TouchWiz Touchscreen
> 5 Megapixel Camera/Video Camera

> Media Player with FM Radio  

$19999
$269.99 2-yr. price –$70 mail-in rebate 
debit card. New 2-yr. activation on voice 
plan with email feature or email plan.

FREE
$49.99 2-yr. price –$50 mail-in 
rebate debit card. New 2-yr. activation 
on Mobile Broadband Plan.

High-Speed 
Wireless Internet
USB175 Modem
Surf, check email and more!

Switch to America’s Most Reliable Wireless Network.®

Mon. - Fri. 7-6pm
Sat. 9-5pm
downtown

752-6931
525 Greensboro Ave.

N
S0
23
37
61
0

men’s and ladies

theshirtshop.biz

18
05

2

Suits • Sportcoats • Slacks




