
By Jeremy Connor | Contributing Writer

The University of Alabama is 
used to having teams that win 
national championships. Alabama 
Astrobotics, a robotics team made 
up of Shelton State and UA stu-
dents, added a different kind of title 
to the University’s tally with its 
recent performance at this year’s 
Robotic Mining Competition hosted 
by NASA.

Not unlike the Crimson Tide foot-
ball team, Alabama Astrobotics is 
the most decorated team in the his-
tory of its annual competition, with 

two titles. The 
purpose of the 
competit ion 
is to bring 
forth ideas 
from around 
the coun-
try to help 
NASA in their 
e n d e a v o r s 
to efficiently 
mine materi-
als from other 
planets and 
a s t e r o i d s . 
Teams are 
judged in ten 
different cat-

egories, ranging from “team spirit” 
to “innovation.”

Kenneth Ricks, a professor of 
engineering and the Alabama 
Astrobotics sponsor, said while 
many of the categories, such as the 
required technical paper describing 
the robot, are subjectively graded, 
the actual execution of the robot 
in the “robotic mining” category is 
evaluated using a formula. This for-
mula uses a series of penalties and 
rewards to measure efficiency and 
effectiveness. For example, for every 
1 kilowatt hour of power consumed, 
the robot loses one point. Robots 
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UA, Shelton 
win NASA 
competition 
Alabama Astrobotics 
augments achievements

Alabama softball ended its 
season with a 48-15 record 
after losing 5-3 to LSU in the 
Women’s College World Series 
in Oklahoma City. The Crimson 
Tide finished the year with the 
fewest strikeouts and errors in 
program history.

In each issue this 
summer, The Crimson 
White will publish a 
column written by a 
student who is studying 
abroad in order to share 
their experiences in a 
foreign country.

The Dave Matthews 
Band will perform tonight 
at the Amphitheater. 
They are returning 
to Tuscaloosa after 
performing at several 
other venues in town 
during the 1990s.

SEE ROBOT PAGE 8
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Welcome home

By Heather Buchanan | News Editor

Bryana Koch will wake up at 6:30 almost every morn-
ing this summer and put on her red polo and name tag.

In the uniform Koch described as “iconic,” she 
becomes a beacon for the nearly 8,500 future 

Alabama freshman who will attend a Bama Bound 
orientation session this summer.

“I didn’t really expect how much you would be 
‘on,’ and what I mean by that is once you put 

on that polo and name tag, you are visible to 
everyone,” said Koch, a junior majoring in 

communication studies and public relations.
Koch is an Avanti, which is one of a 

few kinds of student orientation leaders 
who assist with summer orientations 
on The University of Alabama campus. 
In addition to the Avanti team, students 
serve as Peer Advisors and Parent 
Ambassadors during orientation.

“The Office of Orientation and 
The Office of First Year Experience 
and Parent Programs work jointly to 
plan and execute Bama Bound,” said 
Landon Waid, senior associate direc-
tor of Undergraduate Admissions and 
Orientation. “The Avanti Team and 
Parent Ambassadors are the two pri-
mary student leader groups for Bama 
Bound. Several other campus part-
ners assist by leading information ses-
sions, presentations and hosting events 
and activities.”

According to The University of 
Alabama orientation website, “Avanti” 
is derived from the Italian word mean-
ing “to move ahead.” Koch said these 48 
students represent the diversity of the 
student body.

“We come from all parts of campus, 
whether that be coming from Greek life, 

20 Parent Ambassadors,
42 Avantis, 5 SCOREs 
and 11 Peer Advisors

make Bama Bound 
the experience it is.

CW / Noah Huguley

SEE AVANTI PAGE 8

Future goals 
are to build 
upon the 
design that 
has already 
proven to be 
successful.

— Kenneth Ricks
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Anna Thompson, a junior from Birmingham majoring in 
public relations, walks her dog, Stella, after her morning 
classes. CW / Hanna Curlette

SCENE ON CAMPUS

TODAY’S EVENTS
Museum exhibit

WHAT: North and South: The Gorgas 
Family, the University of Alabama, and 
the Divisions of the Civil War

WHEN: 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
WHERE: Gorgas House Museum

Workshop
WHAT: Clickers for Returning Users
WHEN: 11 a.m. – Noon
WHERE: A232 Gordon Palmer

Free tutoring
WHAT: Free Accounting 210 Walk-in 

Tutorial Assistance
WHEN: Noon –  2 p.m.
WHERE: 121 Osband Hall

Free tutoring
WHAT: Free Chemistry 101/102 

Walk-in Assistance
WHEN: Noon –  2 p.m.
WHERE: 137 Osband Hall

Seminar
WHAT: Getting Started with Blackboard 

(webinar)
WHEN: 2-3 p.m.
WHERE: Gordon Palmer

Free tutoring
WHAT: Free Economics 110/111 

Walk-in Assistance
WHEN: 2-4 p.m.
WHERE: 112 Osband Hall

Public lecture
WHAT: Former Cuban Brigadier 

General Rafael del Pino
WHEN: Monday at 3 p.m.

WHERE: 236 Ten Hoor Hall

CAMPUS BRIEFS
On-campus sidewalk closed for the summer

Due to maintenance work, portions of campus 
near Woods Quad will be closed. Maintenance 
crews are replacing parts of the Manly Hall roof, 
and as a result, the sidewalk and 14 parking spots 

on the west side of the building will be closed 
until July 27.

Compiled by Heather Buchanan

Month-long road closure on 13th Street
13th Street from Dr. Edward Hillard Drive to 

MacFarland Boulevard will be closed for approxi-
mately a month due to construction. This work is 
part of the MacFarland Boulevard and 15th Street 
project. The city said residents of Crimson Place 

Condominiums and customers and employees of 
Little People’s Daycare, both located on the closed 
portion of 13th Street, will still have access to their 
respective locations.

Compiled by Heather Buchanan

Mayor Maddox to discuss safety Thursday
Walt Maddox, mayor of Tuscaloosa, will host a 

Safety Summit Thursday morning at the Tusca-
loosa River Market. The meeting is titled, “Mayor’s 
Safety Summit: Creating a Safer Community,” and 
will brainstorm ways to make the city of Tusca-
loosa  safer. A panel will discuss topics such as 
crime statistics, habitual offenders, prison system 
problems and juvenile crime. The discussion will 
include perspectives from judicial, law enforcement, 
faith-based, educational and business communi-
ties. There will be time for questions for panelists 

after each discussion. The summit will start at 
8:45 a.m., with interviews with select summit pan-
elists beginning at 8:15 a.m. After the meet and 
greet at 8:45 a.m. Maddox will give welcoming re-
marks at 9 a.m. The summit will conclude by 3:30 
p.m. The safety summit is open to the public. The 
River Market is located at 1900 Jack Warner Park-
way. For more information, call Tuscaloosa 311 at 
205-248-5311.

Compiled by Heather Buchanan
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Alabama Writers Hall of Fame to induct first class
The Alabama Writers Hall of Fame, a collabora-

tion between the Alabama Center for the Book and 
the Alabama Writers’ Forum, is set to induct its fi rst 
class of 12 writers Monday evening. The inaugural 
class of writers includes Rick Bragg, Andrew Glaze, 
Harper Lee, Sonia Sanchez, Sena Jeter Naslund, 
Johnson Jones Hooper, Augusta Jane Evans Wilson, 
Helen Keller, Zora Neale Hurston, William March, Al-
bert Murray and Helen Norris Bell. A reception will 

begin in the Bryant Conference Center at 6 p.m. 
with the induction ceremony, followed by dinner at 
7 p.m. Tickets for the event are $125 per person, 
and sponsor tables for 10 people are $1,500. For 
ticket sales, contact Emily Burnett, 205-348-5543 
or ekmims@ua.edu.

Compiled by Heather Buchanan

Student football away game ticket sales to begin Monday
University of Alabama students may begin opt-

ing in Monday for away football game tickets for the 
2015 season. The opt-in window will begin Monday 
at 7 a.m. and remain open until Wednesday at 5 
p.m. Students can visit rolltide.com to opt-in, and 
the opt-in process is not fi rst-come, fi rst-serve. 
Eligibility will be based on the number of earned 
credit hours. Once students have opted in to the 
ticket sales, ticket sales will begin June 15 and will 

be available each day that week between 7 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. Ticket sales will be fi rst-come, fi rst-
serve and inventory may not be available for all 
purchase dates. For more information, contact the 
Alabama Athletics Ticket Offi ce at 205-348-2262 or 
ticketoffi ce@ia.ua.edu.

Compiled by Heather Buchanan
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By Christian Elliott | Contributing Writer

Ronald Nelson just recently 
graduated high school but his age 
has not stopped him from gaining 
national recognition.

The upcoming collegian from Houston 
High School in Germantown, Tennessee, 
was accepted by eight Ivy League insti-
tutions – Harvard, Dartmouth, Brown, 
Columbia, University of Pennsylvania, 
Cornell, Princeton and Yale – as well as 
New York University, Stanford and Johns 
Hopkins. However, Nelson is choosing to 
attend The University of Alabama this fall.

“One of the top reasons [ I chose The 
University of Alabama] is definitely 
what I am going to be able to do within 
the [University] Fellows Experience,”
Nelson said.

The University Fellows Experience 
is a program within the Honors 
College in which students must score 
at least a 32 on their ACT and have a 
SAT score of 1400 (verbal and quanti-
tive) in order to be admitted. Fellows 
have the opportunity to participate in 
research under the supervision of a 
faculty mentor.

“When I came down for the semi-
finals weekend, it was amazing being on 
the beautiful campus,” Nelson said. “It 
was also amazing being around all those 
wonderful students and seeing what they 

wanted to and how it meshed with what 
I wanted to do. There were students who 
were a lot like me and there were students 
who were not like me when it came to my 
academic interests. Being around that 
wide variety of students really attracted 
me to The University of Alabama.”

Nelson said he is certain he wants to go 
on the pre-med track; however, he has yet 
to decide on a major.

Houston High School Principal Kyle 
Cherry said he was thrilled about Nelson’s 
decision to choose The University
of Alabama.

“The faculty and staff at Houston High 
School are very excited Ronald Nelson 
has decided to attend The University of 
Alabama,” Cherry said. “Ronald is an 

amazing young man with many talents 
and I’m sure he will take full advantage 
of the outstanding learning opportu-
nities in The University of Alabama
Honors College.”

Cherry said Nelson isn’t the only top 
Houston High School graduate to choose 
the University.

“Of the top 5 percent of the 2015 grad-
uates at Houston High School (21 stu-
dents), eight will attend The University of 
Alabama,” Cherry said.

“I am extremely excited that Ron has 
made his decision to attend Alabama, 
because as a friend and classmate who has 
seen how hardworking and dedicated he 
has been to achieve all that he has already, 
I know that he will 
have the opportu-
nity to accomplish 
even more through 
Alabama’s Honors 
and Fellows 
Programs,” said 
Jessie Lee, a good 
friend of Nelson’s.

When out of the 
classroom, Nelson 
said he enjoys 
music. During high 
school, he was the 
drum major for Houston High’s band, which 
consisted of 300 members. Nelson plays the 
saxophone and played first chair in the 

2014 All-Tennessee Jazz Band and this 
year’s All-Tennessee Wind-Ensemble.

“I was All-State in two different cat-
egories of music in two different years, 
so music is definitely a huge thing in my 
life,” Nelson said.

Last summer, Nelson went to Governor 
School of the Arts in his home state of 
Tennessee, in which he was the only wind 
player chosen for the school’s notable 
annual honor recital. He said he hopes 
to eventually join the school’s notable 
Million Dollar Band as well as do con-
cert work and play in one of the school’s 
many ensembles.

Regardless if it is in music, in the 
classroom or out of it, Nelson said he is 

hoping to make 
an impact at 
The University 
of Alabama.

“My ultimate 
goal is to of course 
to [do] incredibly 
well in academ-
ics and to eventu-
ally go on to do 
well in the field of 
medicine,” Nelson 
said. “I also want 
to meet positive 

people once arriving, make great connec-
tions with people and be a positive force 
on campus.”

Recent graduate chooses UA over Ivy League

Ronald Nelson turned down eight Ivy League Institu-
tions for the University of Alabama.  Photo courtesy of 

Ronald Nelson

Being around that wide 
variety of students really 
attracted me to The 
University of Alabama.

— Ronald Nelson
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When the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham 
announced Monday that it was 
bringing its football program 
back, merely six months after 
cutting it, I had mixed emo-
tions. First and foremost, I was 
excited that the students, fac-
ulty, and future Blazer football 
players once again had a team 
of their own. College football, 
as we at The University of 
Alabama can attest, is a dis-
tinct collegiate experience that 
everyone deserves to have. A 
football team is a cultural ral-
lying point that improves the 
well-being of the school it rep-
resents, especially in the aca-
demic and research depart-
ments, which benefit from the 
active alumni base and inter-
est a football team can garner.

This good news, however, 
was marred by one question. 
Why was the program cut in 
the first place?

Because of the six-month 
absence, the team will not 
be able to return until 2016. 

Coach Bill Clark, who stayed 
with UAB throughout this 
fiasco (and no one would have 
blamed him had he decided to 
leave), will have to rebuild with 
new players and staff. It is dis-
appointing—  especially follow-
ing a 2014 season of improve-
ment and excitement—  that 
the team needlessly has to 
start from scratch.

UAB President Ray Watts 
still has questions to answer, 
and UAB’s football program 
is certainly 
not out of 
the woods 
yet. Watts 
claimed the 
program was 
cut due to a 
lack of fund-
ing. To bring 
it back now 
and claim that “tangible com-
mitment” from supporters 
is the reason seems suspect. 
The university recently built a 
soccer stadium, valued at $1.5 
million. Its basketball team 
has been enjoying success 
and national attention in the 
NCAA tournament. To top it 
off, a plan to build an on-cam-
pus football stadium, funded 
by municipal bonds from the 
city, was vetoed by the UA 
Board of Trustees in 2011. To 

me and many others, it seems 
like Watts and others involved 
are actively trying to push out 
the football program instead 
of trying to save it.

Most of UAB’s financial prob-
lems probably come from the 
fact that they play at Legion 
Field, a decrepit stadium that 
many students do not feel 
safe attending. Attendance is 
low and interest seems low 
because most would rather 
watch the games at home 

than go to 
Legion Field. 
In order to 
become a via-
ble long-term 
Division I 
football team, 
UAB needs to 
do something 
about its field 

situation. An on-campus stadi-
um would do wonders for the 
school by giving it a greater 
campus identity and ensuring 
the UAB Blazers are a team for 
years to come.

The students and faculty of 
UAB, who are among the best 
and brightest in the country, 
deserve it.

Kyle Simpson is a junior 
majoring in biology. His 
column runs weekly.

I’ve always had a love-hate 
relationship with summer. I 
love that for three months 
of the year my life doesn’t 
revolve around school, but 
I hate not seeing my friends 
every day. I love watching 
endless hours of baseball, 
but I hate when I forget my 
sunscreen and end up look-
ing like a lobster. I love going 
to the library and checking 
out as many books I can 
carry, and I hate when I fin-
ish a book because it means 
the story is over.

My great love of summer 
is reading.

I was always “that kid” 
in your high school English 
class. The 
one who was 
jumping out 
of their seat 
at the chance 
to discuss the 
summer read-
ing on the 
first day. The 
one who had 
their favorite 
quotes high-
lighted and 
color coded 
making it 
easy to pull quotes for class 
discussions and in-class 
essays. I got eye rolls and 
funny stares as I raised my 
hand to answer the teacher’s 
question. I didn’t really care 
what my classmates thought 
because I loved reading and 
I wanted to share that with 
other people.

I love using summer as a 
time to read all of the books, 
reports, or articles I didn’t 
have time to read during the 
school year. I was able to find 
all seven Horcruxes with 
Harry, Ron and Hermione. 
I convinced myself Big 
Brother was real after read-
ing “1984” for the first time. 

I thought the shells people 
talked into in “Fahrenheit 
451” was freakishly similar 
to the Bluetooth headset. 
Reading showed me new 
and exciting places and let 
me stand alongside some 
of my favorite characters 
as we learned and grew 
together. I got to live vicari-
ously through them as they 
traveled the world and 
solved crimes. These books 
expanded my mind and chal-
lenged the way I saw the 
world.

I realize everyone isn’t a 
big bookworm like me, but I 
hope you all spend your sum-
mer growing, learning and 

spending your 
time doing 
s o m e t h i n g 
you love. 
Use these 
lazy, hazy 
and crazy 
days of sum-
mer to spend 
time doing 
s o m e t h i n g 
you don’t 
n o r m a l l y 
have time for. 
Whether you 

end up learning how to code, 
exploring a new neighbor-
hood in your town, or even 
having the privilege of 
studying abroad, make the 
most of your experiences 
and take advantage of the 
brief break from school. As 
we grow up, the number of 
summers we have to relax 
grow smaller and smaller, so 
make sure you take advan-
tage of this summer, and 
spend it doing something 
you love.

Madelyn Schorr is a senior 
majoring in art and anthro-
pology. Her column runs 
biweekly.

Summer schedule 
allows more time 
for extracurriculars

KYLE A.
Simpson

Staff ColumnistSta
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...make sure you 
take advantage of 
this summer, and 

spend it doing 
something you 

love. 

UAB needs to do 
something about its 

fi eld situation. 
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“And with regard to the actions of all 
men, and especially with princes where 
there is no court of appeal, we must look 
at the final result.... the ordinary people 
are always taken by the appearance 
and the outcome of a thing.”

- Machiavelli, “The Prince”

Until he resigned yesterday, Joseph 
“Sepp” Blatter, from Switzerland, 
had been the president of FIFA for 17 
years. Not only was he in charge of 
the 209 FIFA member nations, making 
him responsible for more countries 
than the United Nations, he was also 
in charge of the world’s most popu-
lar sport. Controversy had followed 
him since his election as president in 
1998, when he was accused of fixing 
his election, all the way up until last 
week, when 14 individuals, including 
nine FIFA officials, were indicted by 

the U.S. Department of Justice over 
an alleged scheme of kickbacks and 
bribes involving more than $150 mil-
lion. As a result, Blatter had become 
public enemy number one in the 
eyes of many soccer fans, no doubt a 
reason for his resignation.

Blatter expanded FIFA to nearly all 
ends of the earth, using FIFA funds 
to develop the game throughout 
the Caribbean, the Middle East and 
Africa. Even though there was corrup-
tion and scandal throughout Blatter’s 
presidency, fans more or less gave 
him a pass, as 
Machiavelli could 
have predicted. 
The public saw 
the improvement 
of soccer, and 
being so attached 
to this game, they 
either overlooked 
or were simply 
left unaware of 
any corruption.

But, by running
soccer like a 
Chicago politi-
cian, Blatter 
monopolized the world’s most popu-
lar sport and put out a product that 
people rabidly consumed. Since peo-

ple bought his product, he got away 
with his misdeeds. Those in charge of 
something as popular and as cultur-
ally-rooted as sports will always have 
power over the public.

In America, for example, the public 
will always complain about the flaws 
of the NCAA or the NFL systems, but 
most will never stop watching. The 
organizations in charge of sports have 
the fans trapped, and it seems that no 
amount of corruption or scandal will 
turn enough of them away to prompt 
any sort of institutional change.

If sport is going 
to be a product, 
and if the fans 
are always going 
to ingest it, cor-
ruption and 
scandal are sim-
ply natural con-
sequences. The 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
are accountable 
only to them-
selves, and the 
public will only 
judge them based 
on their product.

Blatter ultimately became hated 
not for financial mismanagement or 
bribery, but rather for exploiting 

something that was not his to own, 
which is the beautiful game of soc-
cer. With his resignation, he paid the 
price. This same monumental down-
fall will eventually happen in other 
sports as well, but not before the pub-
lic begins to accept that there may be 
something more important than who 
wins the big game on Saturday, and 
hopefully this FIFA episode will serve 
as a reality check for other sports 
organizations. The entire idea of 
sport has been hijacked by marketing 
and unchecked corporatism, but not 
enough fans care. Instead, they just 
fill the stands.

Joe Puchner is a junior majoring in 
mathematics and Spanish. His col-
umn runs biweekly.

Corruption necessary consequence of growing sports consumerism
COLUMN | FIFA

JOE
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WHAT I THINK

• Joseph “Sepp” Blatter was president of 
FIFA for 17 years 

• FIFA has more member nations than UN

• Fans ignore corruption

• The US DOJ indicted 14 individuals on 
corruption charges

If sport is going to be a 
product, and if the fans 

are always going to 
ingest it, corruption and 

scandal are simply natural 
consequences.
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By Patrick Smith | Contributing Writer

High school students from all over 
Tuscaloosa County will gather on cam-
pus next week to participate in the kind 
of creative writing normally reserved for 
English students at the University.

The UA Creative Writing Club, founded 
by poet and English professor Robin Behn, 
will host a two-week creative writing 
camp with the aid of the club’s coordinat-
ing director, Christopher McCarter, and a 
few graduate students. The camp is geared 
toward high school students, regardless 
of prior experience, and is intended to be 
an accessible and 
inclusive way for 
students to get 
their creative juices 
flowing.

“I think creative 
writing is some-
thing everybody 
can do, and you 
don’t have to be 
an expert in poet-
ry to make cool 
work,”McCarter 
said. “Imagination is all you need.”

Students will participate in an abun-
dance of writing activities as well as learn 
about genre writing. The camp will end 
with a reading at the Sella-Granata Art 
Gallery, free and open to the public.

“I think the camp is very important 

because it gives students the opportunity 
to flex their creative muscles in all sorts 
of ways, receive support and guidance 
from more experienced writers, and be 

exposed to aspects 
of creative writ-
ing that they might 
have not known 
about otherwise,” 
said Nicole Rivas, 
a graduate student 
studying prose who 
will assist with 
the camp.

Behn said many 
of the students 

have gone on to pursue creative writing 
in college and graduate schools across 
the country.

“The emphasis is on enjoyment and 
exploration of language, working cre-
atively with other writers, while learning 
how language can be used as an art form,” 
she said.

University writing club to 
host creative writing camp 

The UA Creative Writing Club will host a two-week creative writing camp next week. Photo courtesy of Robin Behn

By John Clary

As my first plane ride embarked 
from Tennessee to Madrid, I knew that 
I was about to begin one of the greatest 
adventures of my life. This past week, 
I traded views of the Appalachian 
Mountains for castles and countryside 
with a group of students who have 
become almost like a second family 
to me as we experience the fullness of 
what this country has to offer.

I am participating in a program led by 
Dr. Jose Cano called UA in Spain, which 
immerses students into a Spanish cul-
ture and offers Spanish courses. In my 
two classes I learn about Spain’s vast 
history and the multitude of monu-
ments that exist here, while practicing 
my Spanish speaking skills along the 
way. In the program, each student is 
paired with a conversation partner who 
is native to Spain and converses with 
them almost daily. This near-constant 
practice of Spanish, along with speak-
ing Spanish with my peers, has already 
increased my abilities in the language 
by a great deal. 

In the mornings we have classes, 
but in the afternoons and weekends 
we take excursions to nearby areas 
and explore monuments and cities 
that I had never even dreamed of visit-
ing before. I truly feel like my Spanish 
abilities have advanced, and Dr. 

Cano brings energy and fun to the 
entire program.

One thing about this trip that still con-
tinues to amaze me is how quickly our 
group of students has grown together. I 
knew few people on this trip, and after 
nine days I have not only made lifelong 
friends but also have great internation-
al friends, like my conversation part-
ner, Victor. I wouldn’t trade my study 
abroad experience for the world, and I 
can only imagine what great things we 
have in store in the weeks to come.

John Clary is a junior majoring in 
chemical engineering.

Study Abroad: Madrid

UA in Spain, led by Dr. Jose Cano, immerses students 
into a Spanish culture.  Photo courtesy of John Clary

WHAT: Creative Writing Camp public 
reading

WHEN: Friday, June 19th at 5 p.m.
WHERE: Sella-Granata Art Gallery

PLAN TO GO

I think creative writing is 
something everybody can 
do.

— Christopher McCarter
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By Jake Warner | Contributing Writer

Residents of Tuscaloosa County will 
soon enjoy the fruits of $1.2 million worth 
of labor, as the Bobby Miller Activity center 
reopened last week after a 10,000-square-
foot upgrade and face lift.

The new addition constitutes the real-
ization of the county’s original vision for 
the recreation center, which was supposed 
to include an additional gym in 2006 but 
lacked the funding. Now, courtesy of the 
Tuscaloosa County Commission, the cen-
ter’s gym has been largely gutted and out-
fitted with a host of new fitness equipment. 
Other new amenities include a 35-foot-tall 
indoor play unit and party room, a 25-foot-
tall climbing wall and two racquetball 
courts. The expansion also contains new 
offices and storage space.

These changes add to the facility’s pre-
existing offerings, which includes two 
indoor pools, an indoor track, a multipur-
pose room and a catering kitchen. The 
second level also hosts the Taylor Brown 
Public Library.

“You really have to see it to believe it,” 
said Rebecca Booker, public relations and 
marketing manager of the Tuscaloosa 
County Parks & Recreation Authority.

Located at 300 Bobby Miller Parkway in 
Taylorville, near Shelton State Community 
College and Hillcrest High School, the 
reopening ceremony took place May 28. 
In addition, the center will be offering free 
admission during the month of June.

“For our residents to have access to 
these facilities will have a most positive 
impact in the lives of the whole county,” 
Tuscaloosa County Commissioner Bobby 
Miller said of the renovation.

Miller said he is hopeful that the center 
will provide physical and cultural enrich-
ment to the community and help people 
congregate around their well-being.

“[The renovation] will bring many 
more people into the center from all over 
Tuscaloosa County, who did not have 
access to this kind of equipment before,” 
he said, adding that he anticipates it 
becoming the most trafficked facility in the 
county.
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Activity center reopens

Variety of options available for exercising this summer
Miller Center, gymnasiums offer activities
By Laura Testino | Culture Editor

For students in Tuscaloosa over the summer who aren’t enrolled in summer classes, the perk of a free membership to the University’s Recreation 
Center ended with the start of Summer I classes on May 26. Until the membership resumes on August 2, the REC, along with other fitness centers 
in the area, have student membership options. A complete list of amenities is available on the centers’ respective websites.

The Bobby Miller Activity Center is located down 
AL-69 S, and offers free membership for the month 
of June. Monthly membership is offered in July at $29 
per month, and requires a $25 registration fee. The 
membership includes the recently renovated facilities, 
with cardio and strength equipment, heated pools, 
basketball gyms and group fitness classes among 
other amenities. The amenities are open to patrons 
from 6 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday - Friday, 8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Saturday and 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. Sunday. tcpara.org

The YMCA, located in downtown Tuscaloosa, of-
fers multiple membership options. Students can 
pay $39 per month for a membership or $90 for 90 
days. The membership includes the Wellness Center, 
as well as the cardio and weight room equipment. 
Group class are also available. The center is open 
4:30 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-Friday, 4:30 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturday and 6-9 a.m. and then 1-6 p.m. Sunday. 
ymcatuscaloosa.org

Summer membership to the UREC for students is 
$28 per month, and the membership for the month 
of July extends until August 2. It includes the ameni-
ties students have in the fall and spring semesters, 
which includes the cardio and weight equipment, 
as well as group classes and the basketball court. 
The UREC is open 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-Friday, 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday and noon-6 p.m. Sunday. 
urec.sa.ua.edu

Planet Fitness, located in Midtown, has member-
ships for $10 per month that includes a free t-shirt, 
access to the home club and fitness training. A 
$19.99 per month membership includes additional 
perks, such as guest passes. The center is open 24 
hours during the week, beginning at 5 a.m. Monday 
and closing at 9 p.m. Friday. It is also open 7 a.m.-7 
p.m. Saturday-Sunday. planetfitness.com

Bobby Miller Activity Center
350 Bobby Miller Parkway

University REC
401 5th Avenue East

Planet Fitness
1800 McFarland Boulevard E Suite 321

YMCA Tuscaloosa
2405 Paul Bryant Drive
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gain points for completing the task of 
mining material and placing it in the 
processing bin. Up to 500 bonus points 
can be earned for autonomous opera-
tion, or the robot’s ability to function 
without a human operator. Out of more 
than 600 competition attempts, autono-
mous operation for a full 10 minutes has 
only been achieved three times, two of 
which were by Alabama Astrobotics.

“Future goals are to build upon 
the design that has already proven 
to be successful,” said Ricks. “The 
2016 team will attempt to improve 
the autonomy system making it even 
more robust against potential fail-
ures. Also, the 2016 team will strive to 

reduce the mass of the robot by inte-
grating carbon fiber and other light-
weight materials.”

Winning this year’s competi-
tion does not mean slowing down 
for Alabama Astrobotics. Christina 
Hughes, a senior majoring in electri-
cal engineering and the team’s logis-
tics lead, said she has a large amount 
of responsibility in the group, from 
ordering parts and maintaining the 
team’s budget, to planning and execut-
ing outreach projects. Though she 
said she is excited for the recent win, 
she and her teammates still have their 
eyes on a bigger prize.

“Participating in the NASA 
Centennial Challenge is the logical 
next step for a first-class robotics 
program like UA’s and will give our 
hungry and talented engineers some-
thing new to sink their teeth into,” 
Hughes said.

ROTC, the Million Dollar Band, honor 
societies. We’re all really different and 
we work well together,” Koch said.

An Avanti’s work is not limited to 
the summer months. The Avanti team 
met every Thursday during the spring 
semester for training and attended 
the Southern Regional Orientation 
Workshop in at Murray State University 
in Kentucky in late March, Koch said. 
Summer orientation, or Bama Bound, 
is where the Avanti team puts its train-
ing into practice, hosting a total of 25 
one- and two-day sessions before classes 
begin in August.

“We each have our own area that we’re 
posted at in the morning [for check-in], 
whether it be parking garage duty, wel-
coming families, and mainly just being 
visible to incoming students and their 
parents,” Koch said.

The schedule for a typical orientation 
session includes presentations by sev-
eral on-campus offices, including hous-
ing, transportation and financial aid, as 
well as visits to their specific college for 
an academic presentation. The students 
also meet with Avantis in small groups 
divided by major so they can gear the 
presentations to their specific needs. In 
these groups, Avantis teach students 
about things like the difference between 
Dining Dollars and Bama Cash and how 
to use Degree Works. In addition, stu-
dents attending two-day orientations get 
to enjoy free time at the Rec Center dur-
ing an event called Rexpo.

While students learn the basics of 
the University of Alabama from the 
Avantis, the process of finalizing their 
first semester course schedule comes 
with the help of professional and peer 
advisors. Ivy Weaver, a junior majoring 
in biology, is one of 11 Peer Advisors 
this summer.

“We’re given very thorough train-
ing on the curriculum, the core, and 
knowledge on courses at UA in general,” 
Weaver said. “We don’t have to know 
every single thing about every course, 
but we should be able to cover the sur-
face of each course.”

While the Avantis are present for most 
parts of Bama Bound, Peer Advisors 
only participate in the portions of ori-
entation called “College Visits.” These 
two sessions allow students to consider 
their options for fall courses with the 
help of advisors and their parents before 
officially registering.

“College Visit one is when the par-
ents and the students will come into 
Russell Hall, and they’ll watch the ori-
entation video, they’ll meet the profes-
sional advisors, and it’s a chance to 
brainstorm for some classes,” Weaver 
said. “They’re given the course planning 
sheet and along with their parents and 
the Peer Advisors and the Avanti’s and 
the professional advisors, they map out 
possible classes.”

During the second College Visit, stu-
dents meet advisors in Lloyd Hall with-
out their parents to actually register 
for courses.

“Parents aren’t allowed in the lab 
because we don’t want to have that influ-
ence over the students when they’re 

making their final decision on classes,” 
Weaver said.

Like the Avanti team, the Peer Advisor 
team is a diverse group from many 
majors. Weaver said this diversity allows 
them to help as many students as pos-
sible pick their best potential schedule.

Students aren’t the only attendees of 
Bama Bound; many students bring their 
parents, and the University has a special 
team of student orientation leaders to 
walk them through the process.

Parent Ambassadors offer a similar 
orientation experience to parents as 
their students are receiving from the 
Avantis. Shelby Lynne Shaw, a senior 
majoring in communciation studies, is 
serving as a Parent Ambassador for the 
first time this summer.

“[After the introduction] we direct 
parents to interest sessions with small 
groups made up of PAs as well as lead 
college visits where parents can meet 
with their student’s college advisors and 
ask questions specific to their major,” 
Shaw said. “After this, there are more 
interest sessions and a dinner followed 
by a coffee talk. On a long day, PAs can 
be there up to 14 hours, which can be an 
incredibly rewarding experience.”

Shaw said she participates in a few 
activities that allow her to talk one-
on-one with parents and address any 
questions or concerns they may have.

“The most rewarding part of the job 
so far has been the genuine ‘thank you’ 
I get from parents I have really bonded 
with,” Shaw said. “It always puts a huge 
smile on my face to make those connec-
tions and I love being able to share my 
own experiences here at the Capstone.”

Koch said she has also felt the stu-
dents’ level of gratitude towards her 
kindness. A student messaged her on 
Twitter during one session, nervous 
about the registration process and get-
ting into the classes he wanted. Koch 
said she spent a few hours talking to him 
about registration to calm his nerves.

“The next day, he got all the classes he 
needed without a problem and thanked 
me many times for all of my help,” 
Koch said. “Something that seemed so 
simple--explaining a process of regis-
tration--made a huge difference to this 
one student.”

Waid said all these student orienta-
tion leaders come together during ori-
entation to help provide the best pos-
sible introduction to the University 
of Alabama.

“Our goal is for each student to be con-
nected in some fashion when he or she 
leaves campus,” Waid said. “It may be to 
campus, another student, an Avanti, an 
academic program or an organization. 
When a student leaves Bama Bound, we 
hope he or she is prepared and excited 
to come back in August and begin his or 
her career at the Capstone.”

ROBOT FROM PAGE 1

Astrobotics team places 
fi rst, takes championship

WHAT TO KNOW

• Avantis handle various aspects of 
student orientation.

• Peer Advisors assist with course 
registration and advising.

• Parent Ambassadors give presentations 
geared toward parents of incoming 
students.

AVANTI FROM PAGE 1

Student leaders assist at 
Bama Bound orientations

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

6th overall 4th overall National 
Champions

3rd overall 2nd overall National 
Champions

Alabama Astrobotics through the years

• The NASA Robotic Mining competition has been listed as one of the top 8 
engineering student competitions in the world.

• Alabama Astrobotics was the only team in the 46-team fi eld to complete the 
course autonomously. 

CW / Noah Huguley
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Dave Matthews Band regularly performs in Tuscaloosa

The Dave Matthews Band, then an 
up-and-coming band, played at the 
now-closed bar, the Ivory Tusk, on the 
Strip in 1993 and 1994. At the time, the 
band wasn’t the internationally recog-
nized name it is today and was trying to 
broaden its fan base outside its roots in 
Virginia. Ivory Tusk was known as a live 
venue for many early bands including 
Wide Spread Panic and John Mayer. The 
Dave Matthews Band played to a packed 
house, performing songs from its fi rst al-
bum “Remember Two Things” like “Trip-
ping Billies” and “Ants Marching.” Bars 
like the Ivory Tusk helped the band grow 
and spread its infl uence throughout the 
South and eventually the nation.

In March of 1993, the Riverside Am-
phitheatre hosted the Dave Matthews 
Band. The band has outlasted the now-
defunct venue that occupied a space in 
the Riverside lot on campus in the early 
2000s. It was during the band’s tour of 
the East Coast that it established a fan 
base by allowing audience members to 
tape record its show. These tapes were 
go-to’s of all Dave Matthews Band fans 
until November 1993 when “Remember 
Two Things” was released. The album – 
which includes the famous “Ants March-
ing” – was subsequently the highest 
independent entry on the college charts.  
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IVORY TUSK RIVERSIDE
AMPHITHEATRE

PHI DELTA THETA
FRATERNITY 

HOUSE

By Matthew Wilson and Laura Testino | CW Staff

The Dave Matthews Band - no stranger to Tuscaloosa - will return tonight as part of the Tuscaloosa Amphitheater’s 

Summer Coca-Cola Concert Series. Concert-goers should expect to hear some old favorites and chart-topping hits 

– “What Would You Say” from 1994’s “Under the Table and Dreaming” or “Crush” from “Before These Crowded 

Streets,” which bumped the Titanic soundtrack from the No. 1 spot on The Billboard 200 in 1998 – as well as some 

of the tracks from the band’s 2012 album, “Away from the World.”

In 1993, the Dave Matthews 
Band made two appearances 
at the University of Alabama 
Phi Delta Theta fraternity 
house. Playing the house 
just weeks after its fi rst gig 
at the Ivory Tusk in February, the 
band returned later that year for a 
performance in April. Among the songs 
of its fi rst album, it played “Minarets” 
and “Satellite”, which reached No. 
18 on the Modern Rock Tracks chart. 
As the band became more popular, it 
turned its attention toward larger ven-
ues but playing small venues like the 
fraternity house remains an important 
part of the band’s detailed history.

Wikimedia Commons

Visit Highway2Hale.com for route details and online registration.

Choose from 4 distances.
 1)  25 mile out to Stewart and back
 2)  38 mile loop through Akron
 3)  69 mile loop through Greensboro  
  and the Talladega National Forest 
 4) 100+ mile ride that makes a large figure  
  eight covering most of Hale County

Schedule: Saturday, June 27
 6:00 a.m. – On-site registration
 7:00 a.m. – Mass start for all riders
 11:00 a.m. – Post-ride meal available

Standard Registration Rate ..................................$40
Early Registration through June 19, 2015 ..........$35
Student Rate .........................................................$25

Students and anyone under the age of 18 can register at the 
reduced rate up to the ride start at the registration table on-site.

P R E S E N T E D  B YJUNE 27, 2015
MOUNDVILLE, AL

The ride begins and 
ends at the Moundville 
Archaeological Park

SPECIAL STUDENT RATE AVAILABLE UP TO RIDE START



UA artist-in-residence displays photography in Italy
By Sam West | Contributing Writer

Of the lessons Chip Cooper 
learned from his time photo-
graphing in Cuba, one stood out 
as the most important: “They 
live in their needs. We live in 
our wants.”

While in Cuba, Cooper pho-
tographed the life of subsis-
tence farmers, or “campesinos.” 
Cooper worked with a collabo-
rator, Julio Ángel Larramendi 
Joa, and their exhibit, 
“Campesinos,” will be shown 
at the Massimiliano Massimo 
Institute in Rome starting on 
June 4, as part of a celebration of 
80 years of diplomatic relations 
between Cuba and the Vatican.

Cooper is the artist-in-res-
idence at The University of 
Alabama Honors College. He 
was speechless when he heard 
that his work would travel to 
Italy, and said this was the big-
gest development in the history 
of his career.

The “Campesinos” exhibit 
was on display in Havana when 
the wife of the Cuban ambas-
sador to the Vatican saw it and 
felt it needed to be included in 
the upcoming celebration of 
the history of two countries. 

After being shown in Rome, 
“Campesinos” will travel to 
five other cities in Italy, and 
then to England, China and 
South America.

Cooper first went to Cuba in 
2003 to photograph dignitaries 
from The University of Alabama 
on their first trip to the coun-
try. He said he knew then that 
it was “his kind of place.” The 
artist was drawn to similarities 
between Cuba and the Black Belt 
region in southern Alabama, he 
said. In both parts of the world, 
he said the people are gracious 
and the landscape is incredible.

The artist met his partner 
for the project, Larramendi, 
after finishing a series of pho-
tographs on the city of Havana. 
Cooper said people told him he 
hadn’t seen Cuba until he’d seen 
the campesino — the heart and 
soul of the country.

The team then decided to col-
laborate on a project about life 
in the rural parts of the island. 
The journey took 15 months off-
and-on, and the pair traveled a 
total of 10,000 miles.

Many Cubans Cooper met 
had never seen an American, 
he said.

“I was able to glimpse at a 
way of life that was very famil-
iar in the South in the ‘30s, ‘40s 
and ‘50s,” Cooper said. “It’s that 
same life that’s still existing in 
Cuba. Very basic, day-to-day 
survival. The most incredible 
people I’ve ever met.”

Cooper described the 
campesinos as incredibly 
generous.

“They never asked for any-
thing from me; they gave me 
everything they had,” he said.

He also said the farmers were 
not inquisitive toward him.

"[They] assumed that if I 
wanted to take their photograph 
that they must be important 
people,” Cooper said. “That just 
blew my mind. If I was going to 
take the time to spend time with 
them, they thought it was a gift.”

Cooper said during his trav-
els he was amazed that he 
never heard anyone criticize the 
United States, though they often 
lamented the existence of a 
trade embargo between the two 
countries. When asked about 
the President’s recent decision 
to lift this restriction, Cooper 
said it was “a dream come true 
for the Cubans” and he believed 
it would benefit both countries.

Jacqueline Morgan, associate 
dean of the Honors College, is 
traveling to Rome with Cooper 
this week. She said the great-
est strength of the team behind 
the exhibit was its ability to cap-
ture the dignity and spirit of the 
people and the team’s talent as 
photographers and artists.

Mark Mayfield, Editorial 

Advisor at the Office of Student 
Media and longtime friend of 
Cooper, said the most significant 
thing about the “Campesinos” 
exhibit was the way it captured 
the “real people of Cuba.”

“The people who basi-
cally don’t have a voice… 
they’ve given them a voice,” 
Mayfield said.

Chip Cooper shot “Couple in Bedroom” while photographing in Cuba. Photo courtesy of 

Chip Cooper.
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By Jeremy Connor | Contributing Writer

Several theatre students at the 
University recently traveled to 
Gulf Shores, Alabama, to continue
rehearsals in preparation for 
their performance of the Johnny 
Cash-inspired show, “Ring of Fire.”

2015 marks the 11th consecutive 
year that the SummerTide Theatre 
will make the trip to Gulf Shores, 
Alabama. Stacy Alley, the director of 
SummerTide, said the annual sum-
mer trip is an opportunity for the 
students to gain experience for their 
professional careers.

This year’s production of “Ring 
of Fire” is a revue, which is a type 
of theatrical performance that is a 
series of sketches or songs, rather 
than a typical musical that follows a 
storyline from beginning to end.

While several of Cash’s works will 
be part of the show, no performer will 
impersonate Cash himself.

"[The show] is a celebration of 
Johnny’s life and music,” Alley said.

Alley’s inspiration for choosing 
“Ring of Fire” originates from her 
admiration of Cash’s music.

“I’ve always loved Johnny Cash’s 
music and thought the audiences 
down here might too. It transcends 

genres and generations,” Alley said.
Zac Swanner, a sophomore major-

ing in music education, is playing 
guitar and drums in the production, 
and is also singing backup vocals for 
the group.

“There are almost 30 songs, but 
they aren’t all full four-minute songs,” 
Swanner said. “Some are just short 
parts of a song, while some are full 
ballads. It’s enough to put together 
about an hour and a half of music.”

Although some of the songs are 
shorter, SummerTide’s performers 
still rehearse almost non-stop in the 
few weeks before the show opens.

Harrison Wallace, the bass and 
fiddle player for “Ring of Fire,” 
said the show is not the only thing 
SummerTide will do during their 
stay in Gulf Shores.

“The cast and staff will be staying 
in condos that are outside of Gulf 
Shores and commuting to the the-
ater daily to teach children’s sum-
mer camps and perform the show at 
night,” Wallace said.

Wallace encourages anyone in the 
area to come and see the show, wheth-
er they are a fan of Johnny Cash, 
or are unfamiliar with his music. 
Those who are less-versed in Cash’s 
music will find the show both enter-
taining and a valuable educational 
experience, he said.

Tuscaloosa audiences will enjoy the story 
and songs of a trio of three female soul sing-
ers as they overcome a variety of obstacles in 
“Dreamgirls.” The musical-turned-Oscar-win-
ning-film opens Friday at the Bama Theatre and 
will run until Tuesday. This is the first time since 
2006 that the show has been in Tuscaloosa. It 
will be performed by the Actor’s Charitable The-
atre, under the direction of Joey Lay. Undrea 
Coppin, an actress in the show, hopes it will be 
an eye-opener for the crowd, and actor Clifton 
Daniels is sure audiences will appreciate the 
show’s storyline.

Compiled by Katherine Metcalf
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SummerTide travels to perform Cash tribute

WHAT: “Ring of Fire”
WHEN: June 5 - July 3 on Tuesdays - 

Sundays
WHERE: George C. Meyer Performing 

Arts Center in Gulf Shores

PLAN TO GO

Students at the University continue rehearsals in preparation for their performance of the Johnny Cash-inspired 
show, “Ring of Fire.” Rotten Tomatoes

WHAT: Dreamgirls, presented by the 
Charitable Actor’s Theatre

WHEN: Friday, June 5- Tuesday, June 9
WHERE: Bama Theatre

PLAN TO GO

BRIEFS | CULTURE 

Actor’s Charitable Theatre to revive Dreamgirls at Bama Theatre

AMERICA’S TROPHY PROPERTY AUCTIONEERS® Thomas J Bone #1706

FREE BROCHURE: 1-800-650-8720 or (256) 547-3434

THE NATIONAL AUCTION GROUP, INC.®
P.O. Box 149 • Gadsden, AL 35902 • www.NationalAuctionGroup.com 

FRIDAY, JUNE 26

AUCTION
RESORT-STYLE MANSION

GULF SHORES, ALABAMA

SPECTACULAR HOME
WITH PRIVATE WATER PARK

• Grand Entry • Living Room with Fireplace • Gourmet Kitchen 
• 6 Bedrooms • 5 Full & 2 Half Baths • Media Room 

• Fitness Room • Game Room • Guest Home • Detached Garage 
& Clubhouse • Expansive Windows • Floors of Tile & Hardwood 

• Crown Molding • Coffered Ceilings • Summer Kitchen with
Fireplace & Outdoor Entertainment Area 

• Private Water Park with Swimming Pool, Lazy River, Waterfalls 
& Rock Slide • 2± Landscaped Acres
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By Marquis Munson | Contributing Writer

Deontay Wilder, the WBC heavy-
weight champion of the world, stepped 
into SKYY Boxing Gym in Northport 
on a rainy Thursday afternoon for 
his media workouts. Wilder is pre-
paring for his World Boxing Council 
heavyweight title defense against Eric 
Molina on June 13 at the Bartow Arena 
in Birmingham.

“The Bronze Bomber,” so dubbed 
after his bronze-medal finish at 
the Beijing Olympics, talked to the 
media for 15 minutes before work-
ing on various in-ring drills with his 
team that included head trainer Jay 
Deas. He is preparing for his first 
title defense since winning the WBC 
heavyweight title in January against 
Bermane Stiverne.

That night, Wilder became the first 
American heavyweight champion since 
2006 and is set for his first title defense 
only an hour away from where he 
calls home.

“It feels wonderful,” Wilder said. “We 
set for a goal to be where we are but 
we look for bigger and better things. 
To see where we came from and over-
time developed to what we are now it’s 
all praises to God because He is amaz-
ing. The sky is the limit to what we are 
trying to do.”

Wilder is no stranger to fight-
ing in his home state of Alabama. 
In the beginning of his career, a 
younger Wilder had to fight through 
the ranks of the heavyweight divi-
sion in smaller locations around the 
Tuscaloosa and Mobile areas includ-
ing fights at Shelton State Community 
College, Killer Buzz Arena, and the 
Tuscaloosa Amphitheater.

“We continue to climb the ladder,” 
Deas said. “We got younger guys that 
are going to climb that same ladder, 
it’s just a good situation. We come 
from the beginning from nothing and 
built our way up step by step and brick 
by brick. You can’t say you can’t do it 
because you are from here because 
Deontay done it and if he has done it 
that means that it can be done.”

Wilder opponent Eric “Drummer 
Boy” Molina, the 6-foot-4 fighter from 
Raymondville, Texas, has a record of 
23-2 with 17 KOs. Molina’s last fight 
was an eighth round TKO victory over 
Raphael Zumbano Love at the MGM 
Grand in Las Vegas this past January, 
the same night Wilder won his WBC 
heavyweight title.

“He is a tough guy,” Deas said. “He 
is very strong with his right hand, 
he is a big guy, does good body work, 
and he is ranked number nine in the 
world so we are looking forward to a 

great fight.”
Since his first round knockout loss to 

Chris Arreola back in 2012, Molina has 
been on a five fight win streak with his 
last three ending in TKO victories. He 
will step in the ring as the underdog, 
as Wilder not only has the title, but the 
home field advantage.

“[Molina] is coming into home terri-
tory,” Wilder said. “That’s when I per-
form the best when I’m at home, that’s 
when I’m comfortable, that’s when I’m 
the most dangerous when I’m at home. 
I’m not going to let down my home 
crowd for someone to come in here and 
try to take what I worked so hard for.”

By Caroline Gazzara | Staff Reporter

Since its founding in 1973, the Alabama 
men’s club rugby team has been competi-
tive. In recent years, the team has grown 
into a cohesive unit, challenging every-
one who said they wouldn’t make it in a 
Division I league.

Nick Byrne, a recent UA graduate, has 
been a part of the team since 2011. Having 
joined after the team became a Division I 
club team, he said the team had grown over 
the course of his tenure.

“We have always been competitive but 
lacked the structure to be a competitive 
force until last year,” Byrne said. “With 
the right guys in leadership positions and 
a strong group of athletes we have become 
a contender.”

Despite its underdog status, Alabama 
rugby surprised everyone this season by 
winning the SEC Rugby Championship and 
then competing in the Collegiate Rugby 
National Championship this past weekend. 
It was the first time in the program’s his-
tory that the team would compete on the 
national level.

“It was just an incredible experience for 
everyone involved,” Byrne said.

Alabama went 1-2 in pool play on 
Saturday, losing to Indiana in the first 
match, 27-12. The team also lost two of 
its best players during the first game: 
Matthew Schick fractured a metacarpal 
and Shawn Branham severely sprained 
his right ankle. The team won 14-12 against 
Clemson in the second matchup. In the 
third pool play match, against LIFE, the 

team lost 36-0.
“It was crushing to go out and lose 

two of your best players, lose your first 
game of the tournament and having 
to bounce back from that,” Byrne said. 
“A lot of guys had to step up for game 
two against Clemson. And I think we 
did that.”

Alabama went on to play in the semi-
finals on Sunday but lost 21-14 against 
St. Joseph’s.

Alabama loses five seniors, includ-
ing Byrne. Nine players will return in 
the fall.

“I’ve been playing rugby for a long time, 
it’s what I love to do,” Byrne said. “I love 
wearing an Alabama jersey and represent-
ing our University and this was just the 
best way I could’ve imagined ending my 
rugby career at Alabama alongside some 
of my best friends, my teammates.”

Deontay Wilder prepares for heavyweight defense

Club rugby loses in semifi nals

Deontay Wilder preps for a media viweing. CW / Marquis Munson

The University of Alabama 7’s rugby team runs off the 
fi eld after defeating Clemson 14-12.  Photo courtesy 

of Nick Byrne

CAMPUSWAYUA.COM

Actual prizes subject to change. Limited time only. See office for details.

WIN A MACBOOK PRO

WIN $1,000

TA K E A TOU R & B E ENTERED TO

FILL OUT A G U E S T C A RD & B E ENTERED TO

H O U S I N G  FA I R
VISIT US DURING THE
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By Marquis Munson

No team wants to take Ray Rice.
In a recent interview with ESPN, 

DeMaurice Smith, executive director of the 
NFL Players Association, suggested the 
reason Rice hasn’t signed to a team or even 
a tryout is because he is being blackballed 
by the league.

“This, unfortunately, is a league that has 

a history of blackballing players,” Smith 
said. “I find it hard to believe that a player 
of Mr. Rice’s caliber hasn’t at least gotten 
one offer from a team to come work out.”

Although I agree with Smith and find it 
odd that a player of Rice’s stature has not 
found a gig with any team, I wouldn’t call 
it being blackballed by the league - Rice is 
just a huge gamble for a team.

Athletes’ talent on the field is what 

makes them high profile stars, but bad 
plays made outside of the sports are what 
can leave their reputation forever tainted 
with the organization, media and fans.

Rice isn’t being blackballed by the 
league. Teams don’t want to take on the 
image of Rice representing their organiza-
tion. When a team is willing to gamble its 
reputation for long term success, Rice will 
be back in the back field.

Running back Rice blackballed by teams, not NFL

Wikimedia Commons

COLUMN | NFL
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By Kelly Ward | Managing Editor

OKLAHOMA CITY — Of the 
eight teams that make it to the 
Women’s College World Series, 
only one ends its season with
a win.

Even though Alabama soft-
ball’s 5-3 loss to LSU ended its 
season, the day wasn’t all bad 
for the No. 6 Crimson Tide. In 
fact, ask Alabama coach Patrick 
Murphy and he’d say it wasn’t 
bad at all.

“There’s no such thing as a bad 
day at the World Series,” Murphy 
said. “And I firmly believe that.”

Osorio has All-American season
Alabama freshman right-

hander Alexis Osorio (22-9, 1.75 
ERA) didn’t have her best stuff 
against 3-seed Michigan in the 
opening round. The Wolverines 
had four hits and four walks. Two 
of the hits were home runs.

One of the home runs was a 
grand slam after a 3-2 count.

“They’re a really good hit-
ting team so hats off to them,” 
Osorio said. “And I missed my 
spot. They’re a really good 
hitting team.”

Osorio drew the loss after the 
team was shutout with four hits.

Two days later she faced off 
with Oregon. After allowing 
four hits on Thursday, she kept 
Oregon to three hits and a single 
run. She struck out nine for her 
22nd win of the season.

“I thought Lexi came back 
bigger, better, stronger than she 
ever has this year, especially 
from Thursday night,” Murphy 
said.

In May, Osorio was named the 
SEC Freshman of the Year in soft-
ball. She was also named a sec-
ond-team NFCA All-American 
and was one of three finalists for 

NFCA Freshman of the Year.

“Home” Runyon
Alabama may not have gotten 

to Oklahoma City without sopho-
more infielder Marisa Runyon’s 
late-game heroics against 
Oklahoma in the Super Regional.

Runyon may not have had 
the year she had if sophomore 
infielder Peyton Grantham 
hadn’t torn her ACL in the fall.

“It’s a weird blessing sort 
of thing,” Murphy said. “And I 
know Peyton wishes that she 
would have been out there every 

day, but she’ll be ready to go in 
the fall.”

The year Runyon had was 
nothing short of record breaking. 
She set the new Alabama single-
season RBI record with 80, beat-
ing out Charlotte Morgan’s 79 in 
2008. Her 19 home runs are third 
for a single season at Alabama.

Farewell to seniors
In Alabama’s final game of the 

season, its five seniors played. 
Chaunsey Bell, Danae Hays, 
Danielle Richard and Jadyn 
Spencer started in the final game 
of their careers. Right-hander 
Leslie Jury came in to pitch in 
the third inning. In three innings 
of relief, she allowed two hits and 
walked one. She struck out four 
and didn’t allow a run in the 5-3 
loss to LSU.

“I know Leslie ended her 
career on an awesome note 
tonight,” Murphy said after the 
LSU loss. “I thought she was ter-
rific.”

Jury ended her career 55-21 
with a 2.63 ERA. She recorded 
her lowest ERA this season (2.40). 
After four years at Alabama, she 
had 377 strikeouts.

Hays hits .262 at Alabama with 
18 doubles and 21 home runs. 

She had a .930 career fielding 
percentage after recording the 
least amount of errors in her final 
year. She was the only senior who 
had a starting role on the 2012 
national championship team.

Bell finished her years at 
Alabama with a .270 batting 
average after hitting above .300 
her senior year. She caught 
seven people stealing her final 
year, including three at the 
2015 WCWS.

Richard hit .277 for her career 
with 17 doubles and 14 home 
runs. Spencer had 18 doubles 
and 26 home runs and hit .313 for 
her career.

The seniors finished with 
three WCWS appearances in four 
years, a national championship 
and a runner-up finish.

The season didn’t end how the 
seniors or anyone on the team 
wanted, but it was still one to be 
proud of.

“I don’t think a lot of people 
really even expected us to make 
it past Super Regionals,” Hays 
said. “So for us to have played 
three games at the World Series, 
I think it exceeded a lot of peo-
ple’s expectations, and I think 
this is definitely a season we can 
be very proud of.”

UA softball fi nishes year with loss in WCWS

The Alabama softball team ended its season with a loss to LSU in the Women’s College 
World Series.  CW / Layton Dudley

Stop by and get your Bama on.

Blend in like 
a sophomore.
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HOUSING   

SALE OR RENT For Rent or 
Sale  First Floor 2 Bedroom 
2 Bath Condo New Energy 
Effi cient Central Air -  Located 
in River Road Terrace 
Condominiums   1747 Jack 
Warner Parkway Unit 101B 
$795.00 per month. Pool, 
Parking, Washer & Dryer 
in unit, Clubhouse, Health 
Facility Available. One year 
lease required. Call Hospitality 
Real Estate & Management 
LLC. at 800-810-0949 

How to place a classifi ed: For classifi ed line ads visit www.cw.ua.edu and click on the classifi eds tab. For classifi ed display 

ads call (205) 348-7355 or email cwclassmgr@gmail.com for a free consultation. The Crimson White is published four days 

a week (M, T, W, TH). Each classifi ed line ad must run for a minimum of four days and include no less than 16 words.

MARKETPLACE

included in rent.  No Pets. Call 
205-752-1277. Email crissy@
weaverrentals.com

HACKBERRY PLACE 
APARTMENTS 1 Bedroom & 
2 Bedroom Apartments 1 mile 
from campus.  Quiet location, 
perfect for grad students! No 
Pets. Call: 205-752-1277 
Email crissy@weaverrentals.
com

ANNOUNCEMENTS

EDITING DISSERTATIONS. 
Call or text (205) 792-6170

TODAY’SDIVERSIONS

SUDOKU

RATES: $1.25 for the first 5 words, $0.25 for every additional word, 
  A border around your ad is an additional $0.50 per ad
DISCOUNTS: 5% off for 4 issues; 10% off for 8 issues; 15% off for 16 issues
DEADLINES: Classified line ad deadline is the previous business day by 4:00 p.m.

for appointment or 770-
877-2206 Cell or Email 
hotelhospitalityintl@gmail.com   
Email hotelhospitalityintl@
gmail.com

RENTAL HOUSE 10 minutes 
to campus, 3bd/2bath. 
Hardwood fl oors, large yard.  
tildengardens@yahoo.com; 
535-4573

EFFICIENCY UNIT ON-
CAMPUS Cobblestone Court 
Apartments  next to Publix on 
The Strip Water and dumpster 

Need a ride to 
the Airport?

Private & Shared Rides

Birmingham 
& Atlanta

Crown 
Transportation

(205) 758-3875
Crownlimo10@yahoo.com

TIRED
of
university
housing?

(205)657-3900 or
(205)752-9020

Nice 2 Bedroom, 
1 Bathroom Rustic 
House w/ Cedar 

Ceilings

4 Mile drive from 
McFarland Mall

$720

Apartments Available Now!
Leasing for the Fall

1, 2 & 3 Bedrooms

3201 Hargrove Road East

205-554-1977
palisadesapthomes.com

*Gas Logs/Fireplaces

*Tanning Beds
*Fitness center; 2 Resort Pools

Onsite Management

Minutes from
Campus & Malls

*Monitored Secuirty System

Like New Townhouse
2 Blocks from Strip

3 Bedrooms  3.5 Baths
1414 13th St.

Sublease $750/Room
Campus Properties

205-345-8861

Clear your 
arrest record!

Erase a past mistake and take 
advantage of  Alabama’s 

Expungement Law.

*No representation is made that the quality of  
the legal services to be performed is greater 
than the quality of  legal services performed 

by other lawyers.

Trinitas Legal Group 
(205) 326-2211

Public Intoxication?
Minor in Possession?

Driving Under Influence?

Randal S. Ford, Esq.
(205) 759-3232

www.tuscaloosacourt.com

“No representation is made that 
the quality of legal services to 
be performed is greater than 
the quality of legal services 

performed by other lawyers.”

compass.ua.edu

1,000+
COMPASS
Scholarship Search

schola rs h ip  of f ers

Fall 2015
Young Professional 

House for Rent! Live in 
a house with other 

professional students.

$595 per bedroom
Call (205) 556-2242
www.rentalAL.com

Fall Leasing
3 remaining houses 

for rent
Call (205) 752-2202

www.whitworthRE.com

All inclusive:
- Maid Service
- Flat Screens
- Internet
- U-verse 300 Cable



With best team of his career, James has shot at title

LeBron James. Tribune News Service

COLUMN | NBA
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By Marquis Munson

LeBron James’ return to Cleveland was 
one of the biggest moves in NBA history. 
The break-up between the organization 
and James in 2010 left Cleveland broken 
and bitter as it watched its basketball 
savior and hometown hero win two NBA 
championships with the Miami Heat while 
the Cavaliers continued without any titles.

James’ storybook career couldn’t be 
complete without a return to the team only 
43 minutes away from where he calls home. 
James’ and the Cavs’ success came quicker 
than many people expected, with the team 
in the NBA Finals in his first season back.

When James decided to go back home, 
the Cavs became an instant favorite to win 
the NBA championship. Even with an All-
Star like Kyrie Irving, the Cavs still didn’t 

have that winning roster, so they traded 
No. 1 picks to the Minnesota Timberwolves 
for All-Star power forward Kevin Love. 

Acquiring J.R. Smith and Iman Shumpert 
from the Knicks and Timofey Mozgov from 
the Nuggets during the season gave James 
the best team of his 11-year career. 

The Cavaliers finally have a chance 
to break the city of Cleveland’s 51-year 
trophy drought.

CANTERBURY
$310 PER BR
205.391.6075

BENT TREE
$370 PER BR
205.391.6070

FOUNTAIN SQUARE
$334 PER BR
205.391.6096

RIVERMONT
$440 PER BR
205.349.1787

*

*Up to $300. Limited time only, with a signed 12-month lease.

www.Tuscaloosa.Apartments

2 minutes to Campus 4 minutes to Campus 6 minutes to Campus 8 minutes to Campus

205.391.6000205.391.6000
 2015/2016 University of Alabama Parking Pass

Let us Pay
for your Parking

Pass!

Let us Pay
for your Parking

Pass!

1200 Greensboro Avenue | Tuscaloosa, AL 35401
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