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By now, some of the initial shock
over the arrest and resignation of dis-
graced former mayor Patrick Cannon
has worn off. But as the city presses on
with business as usual, fallout from the
scandal could potentially impact
Charlotte for several years. 

Here’s how:
• A blemish on the Queen City:

“Once again, Charlotte is in the nation-
al spotlight, and not in the least, the
way that we want it to be,” said Susan
Roberts, associate professor of politi-
cal science at Davidson College. “There
are a number of other cities – such as
New Orleans, Chicago, Boston and
Providence, R.I. – that we recognize for

The tone of Monday’s Charlotte
City Council meeting was some-
what solemn, as former mayor
Patrick Cannon’s seat at the center
of the dais literally sat vacant with
his nameplate removed.

Cannon resigned March 26,
hours after being arrested on
charges of corruption and amid
allegations of accepting thou-
sands of dollars in bribes from
undercover FBI agents posing as
investors. Monday’s meeting – the
first since Cannon’s resignation –
had just one item on the agenda:
filling his seat. 

But no appointment was made.
The meeting lasted approxi-

mately 30 minutes as Mayor Pro

Provision backed by Hagan
up for vote in U.S. Senate
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Tem Michael Barnes’ motion to
defer the vote until the council’s
April 7 meeting was unanimously
approved.

“It’s still a very challenging
experience for me to go through
this,” Barnes said when asked how
it felt being seated next to
Cannon’s empty chair. “I never
thought this would happen, and
so it’s not easy, but I’ve got a job
to do.”

Barnes said filling the mayor’s
seat “is probably the most impor-
tant thing to happen in Charlotte
in decades.” He said the decision
to defer the vote was made
because it was important to allow
council members more time for
discussion and reflection.

Renters paying
more for shelter
in Charlotte

By Herbert L. White
herb.white@thecharlottepost.com

A scandal city’s
forced to handle

After arrest,
there’s fallout
for Charlotte

Ex-mayor Cannon’s corruption probe puts Charlotte in uncharted territory

By Michaela L. Duckett
michaela.duckett@thecharlottepost.com

Last week’s arrest of then-mayor Patrick Cannon on federal corruption charges has forced Charlotte City Council to con-
sider a successor as welll as its own image for scandal-free leadership.

By Herbert L. White
herb.white@thecharlottepost.com

Legislation that would reinstate North
Carolina’s eligibility for federal unemployment
funds is up for a vote in the U.S. Senate.

The extension of Emergency Unemployment
Compensation, or EUC, is part of bipartisan leg-
islation to be voted on today. Sen. Kay Hagan (D-
N.C.) sponsored the provision to restore North
Carolina’s eligibility, which ended last year
when the Republican-led General Assembly
passed legislation that disqualified the state

from the program.
“I’m proud to support this bipar-

tisan legislation that would restore
a crucial lifeline for too many
North Carolinians who continue to
struggle to make ends meet,”
Hagan said in a statement. “I
worked hard to make it possible
for our state to rejoin the program

after the General Assembly’s reckless
action cut off thousands of North Carolina fam-
ilies, even though North Carolina’s tax dollars
continued to fund benefits for every other state
in the country. It’s past time to right this wrong,
pass this bill and help the people of North
Carolina get back on their feet as they look for
work.”

An estimated 170,000 unemployed N.C. resi-
dents were disqualified from extended benefits
in the second half of 2013 because of state law.
The U.S. Department of Labor has told Hagan
that if the provision is approved, North
Carolinians who were cut off from federal
unemployment insurance last year would be eli-
gible for benefits if they are still unemployed. 

The Senate bill, which would extend emer-
gency compensation benefits until June 1,
would be funded by extending customs fees for
a year, end millionaires’ eligibility for unem-
ployment benefits, and expand a pension
smoothing provision that was previously enact-
ed. 

It’s costing more to rent shelter in Charlotte.
Renters must earn $15.63 an hour to afford a

basic apartment here, according to a report that
compares the cost of rental housing with what
they can actually afford.

The report, “Out of Reach 2014,” was released
last week by the Washington, D.C.-based
National Low Income Housing Coalition and the
North Carolina Housing Coalition. The report
provides the Housing Wage and other housing
affordability data for states, metropolitan area,
combined non-metropolitan area, and county in
the U.S.. 

The Housing Wage is the hourly wage a family
must earn, working 40 hours a week, through-
out the year, to be able to afford rent and utili-
ties for a basic home in the private housing mar-
ket.

The National Housing Wage is $18.92 in 2014.
“More people in North Carolina are choosing

to rent because they see it as a more feasible
option than homeownership for a variety of rea-
sons,” says Satana Deberry, executive director
of the North Carolina Housing Coalition. “But,
that squeeze on the rental market means higher
housing costs for low-wage workers who have
always relied on rental housing.”

Working for minimum wage in Charlotte, a
family requires two full-time wage earners, or
one full-time earner working 86 hours a week to
afford a modest two-bedroom apartment. 

An estimated 47 percent of renters in
Charlotte do not earn enough to afford a two-

Hagan

Please see RENTERS/2A

Charlotte City Manager Ron Carlee is
assuring residents that busi-
ness will continue in the after-
math of former mayor Patrick
Cannon’s resignation after his
arrest on federal corruption
charges.

“This event does not change
how our city is run day-to-
day,” Carlee said on

Thursday. “Charlotte is led by a
Council/Manager form of government,
which means the city manager over-
sees the City’s operations and City
Council provides policy direction and

oversight.” 
City Council will take up the subject

of selecting Cannon’s replacement at
its meeting on Monday. His successor
would serve the remainder of
Cannon’s term, which ended less than
four months from his swearing in.

Carlee insists that city government,
which has a budget that exceeds $1
billion, will continue its day-to day
functions despite the uncertainty
Cannon’s arrest and resignation as
well as potential damage to the city’s
reputation.

“Charlotte is more than one man,”
Carlee said. …”We have a city govern-
ment staffed by professionals who are
devoted to serving the people of

Charlotte.” 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning

Director Debra Campbell,
whose department was men-
tioned by Cannon in his deal-
ings with undercover FBI
agents, pledged cooperation
with investigators. The depart-
ment would’ve been responsi-
ble for zoning property near
the Lynx Gold Line streetcar
that federal agents proposed to
Cannon as part of a $125 million real
estate deal.

“I am proud of my 26 years of serv-
ice for the people of Charlotte,”
Campbell said. “I have always demon-

By Herbert L. White
herb.white@thecharlottepost.com

Campbell

Carlee

Council wrestles
to find successor

”

I never
thought
this
would
happen,
and so
it’s not
easy, but
I’ve got
a job to
do.

“

Charlotte
Mayor Pro
Tem Michael
Barnes
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strated the highest level of professionalism
and integrity since being employed by the
City of Charlotte. The values I hold for myself
and my department are honesty, impeccable
character and integrity. I expect my staff to
adhere to these values no matter who the cus-
tomer is.”

Carlee said city officials won’t comment on
the federal investigation related to Cannon,
but will cooperate with federal authorities as
it probes who the city conducted business.

“We know that some city departments were

mentioned in the complaint,” he said. “We
cannot comment on this as we don’t want to
do anything that would interfere with the fed-
eral investigation. However, if any question-
able activities are uncovered, we will act swift-
ly and take steps to ensure they don’t happen
again.

“We will continue to cooperate in every way,
provide any documents, and answer any
questions that investigators ask,” Carlee con-
tinued. “The accusations in yesterday’s war-
rant do not portray the way the City of
Charlotte does business.” 

Author India T.
Richardson has written her
first book, “G.I.R.L.L. Who:
Inspiration to unlock the
Gifted, Intelligent, and

Radiant Little
Lady inside of
you.” 

Richardson
wrote from her
personal experi-
ences growing
up and dealing
with life’s ups

and downs—from
a child’s perspective. “I want-
ed to relate to the child read-
er,” she said. “There’s no bet-
ter way to get on a young
girl’s level than to talk about
things I went through when I
was her age.” 

The book can be purchased
online at https://www.cre-
atespace.com/4685464. It is
also available on Kindle for

Amazon. 
Richardson is a native of

Andrews, S.C., and lives in
Charlotte, where she works
with children with autism. 

• Air Force
Reserve Airman
Alivia N.
Cureton gradu-
ated from basic
military training
at Joint Base San
A n t o n i o -
Lackland, San

Antonio, Texas.
Cureton completed an

intensive, eight-week pro-
gram that included training
in military discipline and
studies, Air Force core val-
ues, physical fitness, and
basic warfare principles and
skills. Airmen who complete
basic training earn four cred-
its toward an associate in
applied science degree

Management pledges
honesty, cooperation
Continued from page 1A

ACA deadline comes, goes
March 31 was the deadline

for most people to sign up for
health insurance under the
Affordable Care Act, the con-
troversial healthcare-reform
law.

More than 6 million
Americans have already
signed up for insurance cov-
erage through online “mar-
ketplaces” created by the law,
federal officials said on
Thursday.

Earlier last week, the Obama

administration said that
Americans who’ve started
applying for health insurance
but can’t complete the
process by the March 31
deadline will be given an
extension.

Administration officials
said the extension was being
offered partly out of concern
that the federal online regis-
tration website,
Healthcare.gov, could
become overwhelmed as last-
minute registrants scrambled
to meet the original March 31

deadline or face a penalty in
the form of a tax.

And that seemed to be the
case early Monday morning
as the website struggled with
high user traffic. Some visi-
tors to HealthCare.gov were
met with messages that the
site was down for mainte-
nance. At times, visitors were
sent to a virtual waiting room
– a feature created to ease the
strain on the site during peri-
ods of heavy demand, the
Associated Press reported.

through the Community
College of the Air Force.

Cureton is the daughter of
Tamara Campbell and Brent
Cureton of Charlotte and a
2012 graduate of Hopewell
High School in Huntersville.

• Army National Guard Pvt.
Zane O. Aouane has graduat-
ed from basic infantry train-
ing at Fort Benning,
Columbus, Ga.

During nine weeks of train-
ing, Aouane received training
in drill and ceremonies,
weapons, map reading, tac-
tics, military courtesy, mili-
tary justice, physical fitness,
first aid, and Army history,
core values and traditions. 

Aouane is the son of Al and
Jennifer Aouane of Charlotte
and a 2013 graduate of South
Mecklenburg High School.

“We want to act quickly but thoughtfully,”
Barnes said, adding that council members had
received several emails and phone calls from
citizens, some of which advocated for a spe-
cial election.

City Attorney Bob Hagemann explained at
Monday’s meeting that the only way a special
election could be held was by permission of
the North Carolina General Assembly through
passage of legislation.

To which Barnes replied: “I don’t think we
need to ask the legislature to help us fill this
vacancy.”

Someone from the audience shouted “Why
not?”

“Because I don’t think we do,” Barnes
quipped.

Barnes, who will act as mayor in the interim,
said citizens could possibly have an opportu-
nity to give input on the decision during a
public hearing at the next meeting. However,
at this point, a hearing is not officially on the
agenda.

When Barnes was asked by reporters who
was currently under consideration for the

position, he mentioned former Mecklenburg
County Commissioner Jennifer Roberts and
former council member James Mitchell, who
lost to Cannon last year in the Democratic
mayoral primary. However, there is no official
“short list” as other names are also being con-
sidered.

Hagemann made it a point during the meet-
ing to emphasize the new mayor would not be
an interim mayor.

“Law in North Carolina does not recognize
‘interim,’” he said. As such, he said whomev-
er council choses to appoint “will be the
mayor, and by state law will have all powers
and duties of a mayor who is elected.”

The mayor will serve the remainder of
Cannon’s unexpired term, which is about 20
months.

In the meantime, Barnes vowed that he and
his colleagues would work to restore public
trust and continue with the normal operations
of city government.

“Our form of government is designed to be
resilient and undaunted by the acts of a single
person,” he said. “Our staff will continue to
serve with integrity and work hard.”

City Council mulls possible
successors for next meeting
Continued from page 1A
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Richardson Cureton

bedroom unit at the fair mar-
ket rent.

Deberry says that there is a
role that the government can
play in easing the financial
strain faced by low-income
renters.  “In our state we
need to preserve and grow
the housing programs that
have a proven track-record of
success – like the NC
Housing Trust Fund and the
Workforce Housing
Investment Program.”  These
programs have financed
thousands of safe, quality,
affordable homes and apart-
ments, mostly for very low
income families, created
much-needed construction
jobs and generated millions
in local and state tax rev-
enue.

“In Washington, our law-

makers need to fund the
National Housing Trust
Fund,” Deberry said.  Once
funded, the NHTF would pro-
vide communities with funds
to build, preserve, and reha-
bilitate rental homes that are
affordable for extremely and
very low income house-
holds. 

Additional facts about
rental housing in the
Charlotte area:
· 39 percent of households

in Mecklenburg County are
renters.
· The Housing Wage in

Cabarrus and Gaston coun-
ties is $15.63.
· The Housing Wage in

Iredell County is $14.88.
· In Mecklenburg County,

the cost of a two-bedroom
apartment at fair market rent
is $813.

· Households at 30 percent
of area median income in the
Charlotte metropolitan area
can only afford to pay $482
in rent.

In North Carolina:
• The typical renter in

earns $12.42 per hour, which
is $1.95 less than the hourly
wage needed to afford a
modest unit. 

• North Carolinians receiv-
ing Supplemental Security
Income can pay only $216
per month in rent.

• The Housing Wage in the
Raleigh-Cary metropolitan
area is $16.46.

• The Housing Wage in the
Asheville metropolitan area
is $13.83.

On the Net:
www.nlihc.org/oor/2014

Continued from page 1A

Renters have to shell out
more to live in Charlotte

Author’s first book is an
inspiration for every girl
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Fallout from the scandal
the corruption in city politics.
Now you can just add
Charlotte’s name to that list.”

• Increased scrutiny:
Cannon’s arrest is likely just
the tip of the iceberg in a long,
ongoing investigation that has
been underway since 2010. 

He has yet to be officially
indicted, but it is possible that
once he is, others could also
be named and accused of mis-
conduct. The investigation is
still active. 

Charlotte City Manager Ron
Carlee has not ruled out the
possibility of an internal
investigation, and it’s still
unclear if Cannon’s wife,
Trenna, who was mentioned
in the affidavit, will face
charges.

• Erosion of trust: “Public
trust has been violated,”
Roberts said. “As voters, we
look to people, unfortunately,
like Patrick Cannon as one of
the safer choices for office.
You would think that him hav-
ing served in public office

since 1993, if there were
some thing there, it would
have been vetted or come to
light.”

Roberts said she was some-
what surprised that more peo-
ple in and out of office didn’t
raise more questions about
Cannon until now, and said
the investigation serves as a
reminder to voters to do their
due diligence in finding out as
much as they can about can-
didates before casting their
votes. 

• Setback for African
Americans: Many are con-
cerned about the impact
Cannon’s tainted image could
have on the black community. 

“We are just to the point
now where we are establish-
ing some credibility in
Charlotte,” said Leon
Thompson. “With him being
in a high profile position like
that and to have something
like this occur, it’s got to be a
sad day for us.”

Others disagree.
“He’s not the first politician,

black or white, to get caught
up in this kind of stuff,” said
Greg Soons. “It didn’t happen
because he’s a person of
color. He just happened to be
another politician that got
caught up. It has nothing to do
with us, people of color.”

• Bad for business: At a
time when Charlotte seeks to
assert itself as a world class
city and ideal location for
businesses, the Cannon scan-
dal can create problems. 

“Companies are always
looking for good public rela-
tions, and I think this creates a
blemish for Charlotte,” said
Roberts. “It’s enough, I think,
to make business and corpo-
rations think twice about
jumping in and choosing
Charlotte, at least in the short
term.”

• A new mayor: For the time
being, Charlotte is without a
mayor. An appointment will
likely be made at the next City
Council meeting on April 7.
The appointed mayor will be
the fourth in a year.

By Karen Pallarito
HEALTHDAY

Willie (left) and Daniel Williams celebrated their 95th and 97th birthdays respectively with
a gospel music celebration at at First Mayfield Memorial Baptist Church. Daniel Williams
is a longtime fixture in Charlotte’s gospel community and has performed with numerous
groups over the years, including the Gospelites, The Harmonettes, the Happy Landers
and The Usher’s Chorus of Silver Mount Baptist Church..

Continued from page 1A
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NCDOT TO HOLD PUBLIC MEETING APRIL 8TH IN STATESVILLE
FOR THE PROPOSED REPLACEMENT OF THE SHELTON AVENUE

(U.S. 21/N.C. 115) BRIDGE OVER THIRD CREEK

TIP Project No. B-4982

The N.C. Department of Transportation will hold a public meeting in April
regarding the proposed project to replace the Shelton Avenue (U.S. 21/N.C. 115)
bridge over Third Creek in Iredell County.

Built in 1921, the existing bridge, although safe for the traveling public, is
classified as structurally deficient and is in relatively poor condition.  The bridge
has an insufficient load-carrying capacity and can no longer adequately service
current and future traffic demand. NCDOT is planning to replace the bridge at its
current location. There are four alternatives currently being considered, including
using temporary on-site detours and shoulder stage construction (maintaining
traffic on-site using shoulders).  This project will require the acquisition of
additional right-of-way.  Right-of-way acquisition is scheduled to begin May 2016
with construction scheduled to begin May 2017.

The meeting will take place on Tuesday, April 8th at the Statesville City Hall
Council Chambers, located at 227 S. Center Street in Statesville, from 5-7 p.m.
Interested citizens may attend at any time during the above hours, as there will be
no formal presentation. NCDOT representatives will be available to answer
questions and receive comments regarding the proposed project. Citizens will also
have the opportunity to submit comments and questions in writing. 

For additional information, contact Natalie Lockhart with the NCDOT - Project
Development Bridge Section at (919) 707-6175, via email at
nnlockhart@ncdot.gov or at 1548 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1548.
Please submit comments by Tuesday, April 22, 2014.

NCDOT will provide auxiliary aids and services under the Americans with
Disabilities Act for disabled persons who want to participate in these meetings.
Anyone requiring special services should contact Lockhart as early as possible so
that arrangements can be made.

Persons who speak Spanish, do not speak English, or have a limited ability to read,
speak or understand English, may receive interpretive services upon request prior
to the meeting by calling (800) 481-6494.

3x8

$432.72 each run

Please seeACA/3A
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America’s mixed progress on black women

ACA deadline passes by
Administration spokesman

Aaron Albright said the web-
site was back online shortly
before 9 a.m., Eastern time,
the Associated Press reported.

The troubled unveiling of
HealthCare.gov last fall is still
fresh in many people’s memo-
ries, as computer glitches and
software problems made the
website almost unusable for
long periods of time. Critics of
the Affordable Care Act
pounced on the troubled
launch, which was deeply
embarrassing to President
Barack Obama. The health
reform law, sometimes called
Obamacare, is considered
Obama’s signature domestic
achievement.

The federal website, which
serves 36 states that do not
operate their own registration
websites, has been operating

Black women across the coun-
try as a steady and influential
voting bloc. 

The report is the first in
what is expected to be an
annual series of reports on

black women.
“In these pages are the tri-

umphs and tragedies sur-
rounding Black Women’s lives
across a variety of different
indicators and areas of

inquiry,” writes Melanie L.
Campbell, president and CEO
of the National Coalition on
Black Civic Participation and
convener of the Black
Women’s Roundtable. 

well for months, according to
White House officials. But it
had more than 1 million visi-
tors each day several days last
week. With the prospect of
high visitor traffic leading up
to March 31, the Obama
administration said it wanted
to avoid a repeat of last fall’s
problems with the website.

Administration officials did
not specify how long the
extended enrollment period
would last.

With some exceptions, peo-
ple who are uninsured for
most of 2014 may have to pay
a penalty during next year’s
tax season under provisions
of the controversial law. The
maximum penalty for 2014 is
$95 per adult and half of that
for children (up to $285 for a
family of three or more) — or
up to 1 percent of household
income, whichever is greater.

According to the White
House, one of the main objec-
tives of the Affordable Care
Act is to expand access to
affordable health care
options. The law led to the
creation of the online market-
places, or exchanges, where
people in each state and the
District of Columbia may
compare health plans and
sign up for coverage.

The Congressional Budget
Office initially projected that
7 million people would sign
up for health coverage in
2014. It later lowered its esti-
mate to 6 million.

With the enrollment dead-
line passed, most Americans
won’t have another chance to
sign up until the next open
enrollment period, which
begins Nov. 15. Coverage pur-
chased during that time won’t
take effect until 2015.

WASHINGTON – Despite the
stubborn persistence of racial
disparities in health, there is
cause for black women to cel-
ebrate.

“Overall, our life expectancy
continues to rise, while
teenaged pregnancy rates
have dropped dramatically.
And most recently, the rate of
HIV infection among Black
women has fallen tremen-
dously, down over 20 percent
in just two years’ time,” says a
new report, “Black Women in
the United States, 2014:
Progress and Challenges,” pre-
sented by the Black Women’s
Roundtable, a division of the
National Coalition on Black
Civic Participation.

But not all of the news about
Black women is good.

Their homicide rate is more
than triple that of White
women. Black women are
twice as likely as white
women to be the victims of
violent crime, robbery, and
aggravated assault.  And black
women are also significantly
more likely to be a victim of
stranger rape than white
women.

The report, issued in the
waning days of Women’s
History Month, takes a com-
prehensive inventory of the
Black women in America. The
86-page report features white
papers on a range of topics,
including such as the econo-
my, violence and the justice
system, and retirement.

In a section on health, the
authors compile all the stark
realities of black womanhood
in one place. For example, one
in four black women over 55
years old is diabetic, while
four in five are overweight or
obese. African American
women living in the 12 south-
eastern states with the highest
incidents of stroke are the
group most likely to have high
blood pressure.

Further, childbirth remains
a particularly dark spot for
African American women; the
maternal mortality rate is
three times higher than that of
White women, and a baby
born to a black woman is 2.3
times more likely to die than

benefits compared to all non-
union women.

But hard work doesn’t pay
off as much for African
American women.

The report states black
women earn 90 percent of
what black men earn, and just
68 cents per dollar earned by
white men. It cites another
study that found half of all
single black women had no, or
negative wealth. Black women
are also more likely than any
other group to be working
poor (16 percent, compared to
11 percent of black men and 5
percent of White women.).

These gaps translate to the
retirement crisis affecting
most Americans, but particu-
larly African Americans.

“Sharply stated, black
America suffers a severe
retirement gap, and black
women bear the brunt of that
circumstance,” the report
states. “In fact, as retirees,
black women experience a
poverty rate that is over five
times that experienced by
white men (16 percent versus
3 percent).”

More than one section of the
report was devoted to the
power of the black female
vote.

Despite being just 12 per-
cent of the electorate, African
American women can be polit-
ical game-changers when they
vote en mass. In the 2008
presidential election, for
example, 68.1 percent of vot-
ing-age black women reported
voting compared to 67.9 per-
cent of white women, 51.8
percent of Hispanic women,
and 47.5 percent of Asian
women, according to Census
data.

They flexed their electoral
muscles again in the 2013
Virginia gubernatorial race.
Despite being just 11 percent
of all Virginia voters (who are
72 percent white), their sup-
port was enough to put
Democrat Terry McAuliffe in
office by a narrow 2.5 percent
margin. It was also enough to
break a 32-year trend in which
the party of the current sitting
president usually loses the
Virginia gubernatorial race.

Black Women’s Roundtable
plans to begin expanding its
Power of the Sister Vote initia-
tive, which aims to mobilize

one born to a white woman.
The section on education

paints the picture of dogged
determination against racial
and gender disadvantages.

Among young African
American women, the
dropout rate is on a decline
and high school graduation
rates have tripled in 60 years.
In the 2009-10 school year,
black women earned 66 per-
cent of all bachelor’s degrees
earned by black Americans,
71 percent of master’s
degrees, and 65 percent of
doctorates.

Black women also com-
prised the majority of the
black demographic across
law, medical, and dental
schools. And despite being
underrepresented in science,
technology, engineering and
math careers, they are closer
to their male counterparts in
degree attainment and even
outpace black men at the doc-
toral level.

The major educational chal-
lenges lie in childhood, where
African American girls have
an out-of-school suspension
rate six times as high as their
White counterparts, starting
as early as pre-K. Black chil-
dren are three times as likely
as others to attend a school in
which less than 60 percent of
teachers are fully licensed and
certified, and go on to a high
school that doesn’t offer a
range of college prep courses.

“All told…black women con-
tinue to demonstrate a strong
and consistent commitment
to self-empowerment through
the pursuit and successful
acquisition of education,” the
authors write. “Yet, the educa-
tional journey of Black women
has not been one of universal
success.”

The report paints a similar
picture of black women’s eco-
nomic standing.

According to the report,
black women have the highest
labor force participation rates
among all women, and are
starting their own businesses
at six times the national aver-
age rate. They are only second
to Black men in labor union-
ization rates (comprising 12.3
and 14.8 percent of all union-
ized workers, respectively)
– and those who are unionized
enjoy higher wages and better

By Jazelle Hunt
NATIONAL NEWSPAPER 

PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION

Bank of America Technology Showcase & Awards Ceremony recognized 35 high
school women from across the country for their information technology achievements.
The event gives each winner a behind the-scenes look at Bank of America’s informa-
tion technology infrastructure, opportunities to meet with the bank’s IT leaders and a
chance to see exciting new technology innovations.

BANK OF AMERICA

Continued from page 2A
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End the NCAA’s plantation system of athletic slavery
“It cannot be said that the

employed scholarship play-
ers are ‘primarily students.’”
With that statement, a region-
al director of the National
Labor Relations Board last
week accepted a petition by
Northwestern football play-

ers that they were employees
under the NLRB and could
organize and form a union.

His reasoning was simple
and compelling. The players
faced all the demands of a
job – in the hours the players
worked, 40-50 hours a week
during the football season,
the control the coaches exert-

ed, and the athletic scholar-
ships that are a form of pay.
The players said they wanted
a union largely to negotiate
about health care and prac-
tice hours.

Many who love college
sports can’t bear to think of it
as polluted by money.  But
here’s the reality: it already

is.  Big-time college athletics –
particularly Division I foot-
ball and basketball – is a prof-
itable, professionalized
industry.  The TV rights for
the new college football play-
offs total $7.3 billion – with a
“b” – over 10 years. The TV
rights for March Madness,
the basketball playoffs, total

$10.8 billion over 14 years.
College football and basket-
ball alone generate an esti-
mated $6 billion a year, more
than the National Basketball
Association. The University
of Texas football team gener-
ated nearly $70 million in
profit in 2011.

Everyone is making money,

except the players whose
play generates the revenue.  

This has, as Taylor Branch
has written, more than “the
whiff of the plantation.” “

Jesse L. Jackson, founder of
the RainbowPUSH Coalition,
played football at N.C. A&T
State University in
Greensboro.

By Jesse Jackson Sr.
SPECIAL TO THE POST

Qualified to lead in Charlotte

If you missed the news
about the disappearance of
Malaysian Flight 370 over the
Indian Ocean, you must have
been buried in sand.  For three
weeks, we have been bom-

barded with
theories – was it
terrorism?  Pilot
e r r o r ?
S o m e t h i n g
else?  Now the
story has
evolved.  Were
pieces of the
plane found?  Is
e v e r y o n e
dead?  How do

the families of the presumed
dead feel?  (This is a really stu-
pid question.  How does the
clueless reporter asking such
a question think the people
feel?)

CNN may well have been
called MPN – the Missing Plane
Network. An evening of
watching covered the same
angle with a different host and
guests.  Some of the focus was
certainly understandable, but
other networks managed to
find news of things going on
that did not involve Flight
370.  Still, the prevalent and
relentless emphasis on the
missing plane was excessive.

Couldn’t some of the airtime
granted Flight 370 have been

used for equally critical mat-
ter?  There were 239 people
on that plane, and there were
more than 300 killed in 2013.
I’m not suggesting an equiva-
lency in the two types of
tragedies, but I am suggesting
that the media might focus
more on gun violence, its
sources and possible solu-
tions to end senseless vio-
lence.  Of course, that might
anger the National Rifle
Association whose specious
slogan – guns don’t kill, peo-
ple do – ignores the harm
done by the proliferation of
guns in our nation.

President Obama has chal-
lenged our nation’s educators
to increase the percentage of
young people attending and
graduating from college, so
that we might better compete
with other industrialized
countries.   People applaud at
these sentiments, but these
educational goals get little
media attention.  Yet, such
coverage would raise an
important issue and, perhaps,
push us toward solutions.

I do not begrudge the exten-
sive coverage of Flight 370.
The disappearance of a plane
is both a mystery and a
tragedy.  But the excessive
coverage of Flight 370
reminds us of the power of

the media.  If something is
repeated enough, and repeat-
edly enough, it wiggles its way
into our consciousness.  Thus,
the pilots have been tried and
convicted by media specula-
tion, without anyone actually
knowing what happened.

What if such repetition were
used to highlight some of our
nation’s most serious social
and economic challenges.
What if we could get a couple
of networks, just for a week,
focus on reading proficiency,
or the environment, or pover-
ty and inequality?  Perhaps we
can’t focus on these issues
because we can’t agree on
their causes, not when the
likes of Rand Paul are running
around excoriating the poor
and the unemployed every
chance he gets.  Or with,
despite this long and frigid
winter, the global warming
deniers won’t give any
ground. 

The media is used to rivet
attention toward an issue or
challenge.  Unfortunately, it
has rarely been used for good,
although it could be. What if
viewers demanded that there
is some focus on essential
issues?  What if there were a
media campaign to encourage
children to read more, and
encourage parents and teach-

Just a few weeks ago we
honored the legacy of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. with
many communities and
organizations recognizing the
50th anniversary of contact,
activities and events that had
involved Dr. King with their
respective communities.
Although the legacy of Dr.
King is intact, his work
remains incomplete and its
now our task to finish the
work of realizing his dream. 

In Dr. King’s March on
Washington address in 1963
he shared his observation, “A
Negro is Mississippi cannot
vote while the Negro in New
York has nothing for which to
vote.” Voter registration was a
central aspect of Dr. King’s
work. Today, voting rights are
under real attack as 17 states
have enacted strict Voter
photo and ID laws that will
deny or suppress our right to
vote. Until these laws are
repealed by removing from
office those who perpetrated
them, we must grapple with
these new hurdles and get
into compliance now.

Between the Dr. King holi-
day, January 15, and the com-
memoration of his loss, April
4, we must commit ourselves

rights, these rullings may be
appealed. Similar laws in
other states like Texas also
have court challenges, but
decisions may not come until
summer and the extent of the
rulings is currently unknown.
It is better to get the ID now
and not need it than the
greater risk of being excluded
from the important next mid-
term election. In addition
some states have caucuses
and primaries this spring or
summer which may require
voter ID to participate. 

This is a real problem in
open primary states that allow
crossover voting. Incumbents
could lose a primary because
their supporters did not have
the proper voter ID. As 23 per-
cent of minority voters are
affected by these laws black
and Hispanic candidates and
incumbents can be very vul-
nerable. Another reason to get
the ID now. Women especially
need to get this done early
because of name changes
from marriage or divorce to
insure your voter ID and regis-
tration matches your govern-
ment issued ID exactly. Also
any correspondence received
from your County Clerk
regarding registration or
address verification, make
sure you return it as some
County’s may use any lack of

response to purge your voter
registration. 

After getting your ID, then
assist immediately family
members to do the same.
Should they need official birth
certificates or marriage
license copies, now is the time
to request those records, to
get the voter ID. Once you and
your immediate family is
done, then assist family in
other states, supporting them
with cost and fees if neces-
sary. Especially those residing
in the states of Arizona,
Florida, Georgia, Hawaii,
Idaho, Indiana, Kansas,
Louisiana, Michigan, New
Hampshire, North Carolina,
Pennsylvania, South Carolina,
South Dakota, Tennessee,
Texas and Wisconsin.
Organizations can work with
their memberships and com-
munities to assist with ID’s. 

Dr. King and other civil and
voting rights leaders and
workers gave their lives so we
can now vote for a better
America. We must do what it
takes to protect our voting
rights and show those early
leaders and workers we have
their back. Get your voter ID
now.

Adam Dempsey lives in
Denver, Colo. He was an elec-
tor for the 1992 Electoral
College.

to checking our voter registra-
tions to insure that are active,
then obtain whatever Voter ID
necessary to insure our voice
is heard for the election in
November. Waiting to get clos-
er to the election can be detri-
mental as you can be caught
in pressing long lines, pur-
poseful budget cuts to state
issuing departments and
other tactics to insure ID’s will
not be received in time to
vote. 

According to the Voting
Rights Institute, these voter
photo and ID laws may nega-
tively affect an estimated 11
percent of registered voters,
up to 23,000,000 persons.
Therefore, for the 275 days
between February 1 and
October 30, for all of those
affected to be ready to vote on
November 3, 83,000 ID’s must
be requested and processed
each day. Accounting for
weekends and holidays, the
processing days reduce to
192, requiring 119,780 to be
processed each day. The
longer one waits, the higher
the daily number required for
processing increases and the
more at risk your vote
becomes to not being
processed in time.

Although court rulings in
Pennsylvania and Arizona
have helped to restore voter

ers to encourage this reading.
Such a campaign might
include paid advertising, but
much of it might be driven by
news stories.

May I have your attention
please?  Might I have your
attention about poverty and
unemployment?  May I have
your attention about the sta-
tus of our young people?
What about the literacy issue?
The paucity of open space in
some cities? 

May I have your attention
about the importance of get-
ting out the vote?  I want your
attention about the effective-
ness of standardized tests.  I
need your attention on the
automobile manufacturers
who sell defective cars and
take a whole three years to
recall them.

In the wake of the Flight 370
tragedy we will learn,
undoubtedly, about those
who lost their lives because of
the tragedy.   Only rarely,
however, will we learn about
the most recent victim of gun
violence.  May I have your
attention?  Please.

Julianne Malveaux is a
Washington, D.C.-based econo-
mist and writer.   She is
President Emerita of Bennett
College for Women in
Greensboro.

It was about 1971 that then-
Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent, local broadcast group
president and social conser-
vative Charles Crutchfield
addressed the Mecklenburg
legislative delegation in
Raleigh. 

In that speech, he warned
legislators that Charlotte was
fast becoming a majority-
black city. Crutchfield said
that should not be allowed to
happen because blacks were
incompetent and not quali-
fied to assume leadership of
a major city. He referenced
Atlanta as the example for his
caution and warning.
Charlotte-Mecklenburg had a
combined population of just
over 340,000 people at the
time.  

Many white inner-city resi-
dents were fleeing to subur-
ban life where those once-
bedroom communities were
then incorporating to
become independent towns. 

Perhaps “Crutch,” as many
knew him, is now turning
over in his grave with an “I
told you” smirk as he consid-
ering the recent Mayor
Patrick Cannon debacle.
Since that early, ill-advised
warning, Charlotte-
Mecklenburg now boasts a

population of more than 1
million residents. And that is
just the tip of the iceberg.
Consider these facts: 

1) Prior to Cannon’s resig-
nation, the sitting mayor and
mayor pro-tem were both
African-Americans (now the
preferred racial tag since
Crutchfield’s original 1971
warning); six of 11 City
Council members were
African-Americans and three
of the four at-large council
seats were held by blacks. 

2) The local school board is
comprised of four blacks
among its nine-member
panel, and one of them is
chair. 

3) The Board of County
Commissioners has a black
chair plus three other blacks
among its nine members. 

4) The police chief is black,
as are numerous other top
Charlotte-Mecklenburg gov-
ernment officials. That is a lot
of collective black power and
influence.

Here is the underlying
point of all this. Indeed, the
federal case against Cannon
has brought much disap-
pointment to those who
placed their trust in him and
overall embarrassment to the
Queen City that has reached
an all-time high level of
national and global recogni-
tion as it seeks to attain legit-

imate “world class” status.  
Some of those black office-

holders face re-election in
this off-year, mid-term elec-
tion while others’ seats are
up two years from now.
Here’s the big question:  What
will they have  done collec-
tively to have positive impact
on those specific issues and
concerns of the black folks
who voted for them hoping
for a change and a differ-
ence?

While “Crutch” expressed
his concern from a racist per-
spective, the core issue was
tax base, which he perceived
would plummet as more
affluent whites defected
from the city’s tax roll. 

Well, leap forward to the
present: gentrification bol-
sters the tax base in some
areas where formerly eco-
nomically distressed neigh-
borhoods are propped up by
remodeled, high-value hous-
ing and infusions of econom-
ic development; housing
markets improved; high-rise
condos dot the skyline; and
other lands are developed
into higher-tax value proper-
ties. 

But what about a large
chunk of the black the politi-
cal base?  Are schools getting
better? Disproportionate dis-
ciplinary actions against
black students improved?

Are blacks getting fair
chances at hiring, promo-
tions and re-hires?  Are social
services more efficient?  Are
neighborhoods safer? Are
black-owned businesses ben-
efitting from this growth
explosion? Are the under-
employed gaining more jobs?
Are black-owned businesses
enjoying same levels of par-
ticipation in government and
public sector contracts? And
the list goes on.

The Cannon issue will have
to work its way through the
courts and that will take care
of itself. But, in its wake, will
there be a backlash of white
mistrust and voter support of
their confidence in a strong
black political power struc-
ture? Will the African-
Americans now seated in
power have the will and
strong resolve to work for
fairness, justice and trans-
parency in their rule for the
equal opportunities long
overdue?

Perhaps they can take a
page from N.C. Republicans’
handbook: We have a majori-
ty so let’s be bold enough to
push through those things
that have best and greatest
impact for us. Or, as Bill
Clinton puts it, “You really
gotta have some brass…”

Ken Koontz is a retired
broadcast news journalist.

Attention span beyond Flight 370

Our nation is about to commemorate the 46th anniversary of
the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr. (April 4, 1968).  He
gave his life so that we could fully participate in all that
America has to offer.

Since his death, America has made major strides
towards freedom and equality for all.  Blacks no
longer face the same degree of racial hostility and
hatred from Whites like in the days of old.  To that
end, Dr. King’s death was not in vain.

But within the Black community, I can no longer
say with confidence that Dr. King’s death was not
in vain.  Many believe that Dr. King’s strong oppo-
sition to the Vietnam War was the final straw that
broke the proverbial camel’s back. We have gone
from the Vietnam War to the war of words.  The
Vietnam War killed many thousands of Americans,

but the war of words are destroying the very soul of a people.
Rappers are calling our women bitches and hoes.  Our ath-

letes and entertainers rarely take a principled stand on any rel-
evant issues affecting our community.  Many of our own
movies do nothing but show the worst in us.

We justify this behavior with the mantra of “I have a right to
do whatever.”  Well, along with your right comes a responsibil-
ity, a responsibility to show our community that through the
sacrifice of Dr. King, we have become the embodiment of his
dream.

But, it wasn’t his dream alone.  The dream was fueled by the
likes of Fannie Lou Hamer, Claudette Colvin, and Rosa Parks.
The dream was bankrolled by the likes of Harry Belafonte, Bill
Cosby, Dick Gregory, Jim Brown, and John Johnson.

Johnson died at the ripe old age of 87 in 2005.  But his lega-
cy lives on through his two flagship publications, Jet and Ebony
magazines.  From their beginnings, these magazines show-
cased the best in Black America.

That’s why it pains me that one of their current employees
has brought so much shame and disgrace to the legacy of
Johnson.

Jamilah Lemieux, senior editor for Ebony magazine brought
so much shame to this prestigious publication that Johnson
has to be turning over in his grave.  Based on her behavior, it is
quite obvious that Lemieux has absolutely no understanding or
appreciation for the sacrifice that Johnson made to build his
media empire, Johnson Publishing Company. The ironic thing
is that she is from Chicago, which is where Johnson Publishing
Company is headquartered; and she attended Howard
University, which has a building and a program named after
Johnson (The John H. Johnson School of Communications).

Obtaining a college degree does not mean you are educated,
it simply means you passed certain courses.  Being educated is
indicated by an ability to engage in critical thinking and conver-
sation; Lemieux has proven that she is quite incapable of
engaging in either.

Last week she was engaged in a Twitter conversation about a
new conservative magazine, American CurrencySee, that is
being headed up by neurosurgeon Dr. Ben Carson and
Armstrong Williams.  I am also one of their columnists.

In her Twitter feed she begins to cast aspersions at Dr.
Carson.  My friend and colleague in the battle for the heart and
soul of the black community, Raffi Williams, sent her a tweet
suggesting that she get to know about Dr. Carson’s life, which
she stated in no uncertain terms, “I 100% do not want to know
more.  I wish I knew less!”  In referring to Raffi, she continues,
“Oh great, here comes a White dude telling me how to do this
Black thing.  Pass.”  I have known Raffi for many years and I
know for a fact certain he has been black most of his life.

Furthermore, his race should have had nothing to do with her
response to his suggestion of valuing diversity of thought. Isn’t
that central to the whole notion of being educated?  Obviously,
she failed that course.

You can google Lemieux to read the complete twitter
exchange.

Isn’t it amazing that Dr. King died because of racism and now
people like Lemieux have become the very thing that King
fought against?

Blacks like Lemieux are totally incapable of displaying any
intellectual scholarship and engaging in a vibrant give-and-take
with Raffi, a rising star in the Republican Party.

Two weeks ago, liberals lost their minds over a statement
Congressman Paul Ryan made about poverty.  These same crit-
ics have yet to utter one word of support to Raffi and have not
uttered one word of criticism to Lemieux.

Congresswoman Barbara Lee, Congressional Black Caucus,
NAACP, Melissa Perry, Joy Reid, Rachel Maddow, Chris
Matthews, where are your denunciations of intolerance.  The
Human Rights Campaign, National Council of La Raza,
Congresswoman Nance Pelosi, Bill Clinton, Hillary Clinton,
could I just one time hear your voice filled with righteous indig-
nation over the intolerance that blacks in the Republican Party
face every day from liberals?

Raynard Jackson is president & CEO of Raynard Jackson &
Associates LLC., a Washington, D.C.-based public relations/gov-
ernment affairs firm. He can be reached through his Web site,
www.raynardjackson.com. You can also follow him on Twitter
at raynard1223.

Liberals piling
on the insults
against black
conservatives
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Queens golf
coach leads
debut of
‘Rough’

Please see QUEENS/6A

Johnson C. Smith running back Leander Barney (1) heads upfield during a scrimmage last week at McGirt Field. The Golden Bulls, 5-
5 last season, took major losses on the offensive and defensive lines due to graduation but return the core of skill position players.

CURTIS WILSON FOR THE CHARLOTTE POST

Knights
dig into
baseball’s
past glory
Murals depicting former
Charlotte stadiums adorn
the new BB&T Ballpark

Patchwork crew
Lack of line depth has JCSU working with the unknown

Queens golf coach Sam Puryear is
bringing national attention to movie the-
aters in Winston-Salem and Charlotte
with the upcoming release of “From the
Rough” www.fromtherough.com, a film
starring Academy Award nominees
Taraji P. Henson, Michael Clarke Duncan,
and Tom Felton (“Harry Potter”).
The movie, which opens April 25 in 35

theaters across the country, is the story
of Tennessee State golf coach Catana
Starks (Henson) who in 1987 became the

first African-American woman to coach a
men’s NCAA Division I team. Puryear, a
Winston-Salem native and one of Starks’
first recruits at Tennessee State — play-
ing from 1988–92 — is a consultant on
the film.
Starks, a former classmate of Olympic

track and field gold medalist Wilma
Rudolph, coached Sean Foley, swing
coach of world No. 1 player Tiger Woods’
and PGA standout Lee Westwood.
A former assistant coach at Stanford,

Puryear became the first African-
American NCAA men’s head golf coach

By Herbert L. White
herb.white@thecharlottepost.com

Johnson C. Smith football coach Steve
Aycock isn’t looking for new stars in spring
practice.
His concern is getting everyone to sum-

mer drills healthy.
“We’re a long ways off,” he said. “We’ve

got gaps up front on both sides of the ball
and my main thing is just keeping guys
healthy. That’s the key ingredient for our
success going into the fall.”
The Golden Bulls are working with a patch-

work of linemen on offense and defense, the
result of massive losses to graduation. On offense,
guard Courtney Hunter and tackle Jermaine Foster
will most likely open fall drills as starters, but the
other three positions are up for grabs. The defen-
sive line is in a similar state, where end Jovontay
Williams, who racked up 12.5 sacks last year, is

the top returnee and Chris Randolph figures to get
a long look on the opposite side.
“We’ve got a good bit of walk-ons right now try-

ing to make the club,” Aycock said. “There’s real-
ly only about five I can hang my hat on with both
sides of the ball right now.”
The skill positions are in better shape.

Quarterback Keahn Wallace returns for his fourth
season as the starter and he has experienced
receivers in Fred Scott, Avius Capers and Chris
Patterson to throw to. Tailback LeAnder Barney,
last season’s top rusher, also returns.
“Keahn is going to give us what he can give us

and we’re not going to try to put it all on his shoul-
ders this year,” Aycock said. “I try to do that every
year, bur somehow or other he always winds up
being the go-to guy. We’ve just got to put some
things around him from an offensive standpoint.”
The Golden Bulls’ annual spring scrimmage is

April 7 at 7 p.m. Admission is free.

By Barry Wilner
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

By Herbert L. White
herb.white@thecharlottepost.com

The Charlotte Knights are giving a nod to
pro baseball’s past as part of the debut of
their new stadium.
The Triple-A franchise unveiled last week

four murals along the South Graham Street
side of the new BB&T Ballpark commemo-
rating the four former stadiums. The
Knights also detailed plans of events coin-
ciding with the April 11 home opener
against Norfolk, starting at 12 p.m. at
Romare Bearden Park.
Dating back to 1892, four ballparks have

been home to Charlotte minor league base-
ball: Latta Park, Wearn Field, Griffith
Park/Jim Crockett Memorial Park and
Knights Castle/Knights Stadium. Knights
graphic artist Bill Walker designed the
murals, which were painted by N.C. artist
Scott Nurkin.
“As we were building BB&T Ballpark and

embarking on a new chapter of Charlotte
baseball history, we wanted to make sure
we tied in the rich tradition of baseball in
Charlotte with our new home,” Knights
Executive Vice President Dan Rajkowski
said. “Scott did a fantastic job painting
these murals, and we are very pleased with
how they turned out.”
The kickoff rally at Bearden Park will fea-

ture the introduction of the 2014 Knights,
an autograph session, live bands, jugglers,
magicians, an aerial performer and kid-
friendly activities. More details on Opening
Night festivities at BB&T Ballpark will be
announced later.
• The Knights will sponsor a Negro

League tribute on April 15, the date Jackie
Robinson broke baseball’s color barrier in
1947. 
The Knights, who will play Durham, will

wear number 42 on the backs of their jer-
seys as part of the tribute.

ORLANDO, Fla. — NFL owners made
plenty of news at their annual meet-
ings, from shifting some video review
oversight to the officiating headquar-
ters to experimenting in the presea-
son with extra-point kicks from the
20-yard line.
They also vowed to clamp down on

unsportsmanlike conduct and verbal
abuse.
A significant item they didn’t vote

on, but discussed at length, was
expanding the playoffs.
Though the move wasn’t adopted

in Orlando, it soon will be.
It could even be approved at the

owners’ May gathering in Atlanta and
be implemented for the 2014 season.
Commissioner Roger Goodell was

hesitant to predict that. He also was-
n’t exactly shooting down the idea of
going from 12 to 14 postseason qual-
ifiers.
“It’s not out of the question,”

Goodell said about two more wild-
card games next January. “We have
more work. I wouldn’t rule it out, but
I wouldn’t say that’s the direction
we’re heading.”
The NFL definitely is heading

toward bigger playoffs, even if the
new setup occurs in 2015. Although
the owners have struck out with the
players union about stretching the
regular season to 18 games — new
NFL Players Association President
Eric Winston has called the issue

Tiger Woods chose surgery to
heal his ailing back over a quest for
another green jacket, announcing
Tuesday that he will miss the
Masters for the first time in his
career.
Woods said on his website that he

had surgery Monday in Utah for a
pinched nerve that had been hurt-
ing him for several months, know-

ing the surgery would keep him
from Augusta National next week
for the first time since he was a sen-
ior in high school.
The No. 1 player in the world is a

four-time Masters champion.
“After attempting to get ready for

the Masters, and failing to make the
necessary progress, I decided in
consultation with my doctors to
have this procedure done, Woods
said. “I’d like to express my disap-
pointment to the Augusta National

membership, staff, volunteers and
patrons that I will not be at the
Masters.
“It’s a week that’s very special to

me,” he said. “It also looks like I’ll
be forced to miss several upcoming
tournaments to focus on my reha-
bilitation and getting healthy.”
The Masters gets the highest tele-

vision ratings of any golf tourna-
ment, and Woods commands most
of the attention, even though he last
won a green jacket in 2005. 

“dead in the water” — more teams in
the postseason isn’t likely to be
opposed by the union. For one, it
means more money in the pockets of
the players on the qualifying teams.
For another, it really means more
money in the pockets of every player.
When the league adds more playoff

games, it also will add significant rev-
enues in which the players share
handily. The networks, which can’t
get enough of pro football — witness
CBS diving headfirst into Thursday
night games for the first half of the
2014 schedule — will blitz each other
for the rights to televise extra games.
That means not only the current

network partners such as CBS, NBC,
Fox and ESPN, but perhaps Turner
Sports or another outlet not currently
involved with the NFL. Remember
that ESPN, the self-proclaimed sports
leader, currently has no postseason
rights.
Also consider that one or both of

the new games could be scheduled
for prime time, perhaps even on
Monday night, which is ESPN’s regu-
lar-season territory.
Did someone say “cha-ching?”
“I think there’s a tremendous

amount of interest in this, possibly
even to the point of support,” Goodell
said. “But there also are things we still
want to make sure we do right. We’ve
been very incremental in trying to do
this, but we believe competitively it
could make even the races toward the
end of the season even more exciting,
with more teams vying for playoff

positions, which is great for our fans.
“We still want to do some addition-

al work, including talking with the
players association. We have a meet-
ing scheduled for April 8, and this is
one of the things we’ll probably dis-
cuss. And we’ll also have to talk to
our broadcast partners.”
Proponents of the expanded play-

offs insist it is the answer to not hav-
ing 11-5 or 10-6 teams fail to make it;
Arizona won 10 games last season
and was on the outside.
Opponents question whether .500

(or worse) teams will benefit more
than anyone.
Clubs that would not benefit would

be two division winners in both the
AFC and in the NFC who don’t have
the best overall record in the confer-
ence. Only the top team in each con-
ference would secure a bye, with the
No. 2 finisher facing the seventh-
ranked team one week after the regu-
lar season ends. 
“Personally, I think it would be a

positive for our game,” said Green
Bay coach Mike McCarthy, whose
Packers won the NFC North at 8-7-1 in
2013. “I think if you look at the histo-
ry of the later seeds, they’ve been
successful. If you look at the produc-
tivity in the NFL from the best team in
the league to the last team in the
league from a productivity stand-
point, there’s only a 16 percent differ-
ence. Parity’s been evident in our
game for a long time. I think giving
another team an opportunity, I’m for
it, I think it’s the right thing to do.”

Coming soon: Bigger NFL playoff

Woods forced out of Masters Value of top seed
in East diminshed 
MIAMI — Miami has caught Indiana in the race for the No. 1

seed in the Eastern Conference. That might be a problem.
As strange as it may sound, the path to the East finals might

be easier for the team finishing No. 2 in the standings, and
not the team that ultimately finishes with that first seed.
Imagine this scenario: The Heat claim the No. 1 seed, then

have to face the New York Knicks in the first round. And if
they survive that, the Chicago Bulls or Brooklyn Nets would
probably be waiting in the conference semifinals.
The Heat haven’t beaten Brooklyn yet this season. They’ve

had struggles with Chicago. There’s no franchise that’s creat-
ed more postseason pain for Miami than the Knicks.
Now imagine this scenario: The Heat finish with the No. 2

seed, open the playoffs against the Charlotte Bobcats, then
advance to meet the Toronto Raptors.
Since LeBron James moved to Miami, the Heat has played

the Raptors and Bobcats a combined 29 times. They’re 29-0
in those games.
Then again, the Hawks, Knicks or Bobcats would probably

rather face an Indiana team that could be on the brink of
implosion rather than a Miami squad that has won the last
two titles and might be hitting its defensive stride.
That all being said, there’s still a couple weeks left in the

regular season. There’s still plenty of things to sort out.
Miami and Indiana will finish No. 1 and No. 2 in some order,

and if they meet in the conference finals — a preconceived
notion for much of the season that looks like a bit of a shaky
proposition now — then having home-court for a Game 7
would come in quite handy. Everything else is still up for
grabs, so it’s way too early to write any playoff brackets in
ink.
Here’s a look at some of the biggest games left, the ones

that could ultimately decide who winds up where in the East
playoff race:
APRIL 8, BROOKYLN AT MIAMI: The Heat beat all 29 other

clubs last season. They’ve beaten 28 of the 29 this season,
with the Nets the lone exception. Brooklyn is 3-0 against the
Heat, winning twice by a single point and the other time in
double-overtime. Mentally, Miami will need this one, especial-
ly if these two meet up in the conference semifinals or finals.
APRIL 9, CHARLOTTE AT WASHINGTON: This game could

go a long way toward shoring up the bottom half of the East
bracket. And the Wizards might still be smarting from blow-
ing a 16-point second-half lead in what became a 100-94 loss
in Charlotte on Monday.
APRIL 11, INDIANA AT MIAMI: This doesn’t need much

explanation. Two teams that don’t like each other, either
playing for seeding or sending one last message before the
playoffs.
APRIL 15, NEW YORK AT BROOKLYN: This could turn out to

be a game the Knicks absolutely have to have to get into the
postseason. Can’t imagine the Nets enjoying anything more
than dashing those plans.

By Tim Reynolds
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

By Doug Ferguson
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

”

We’ve got
gaps up
front on
both sides of
the ball and
my main
thing is just
keeping
guys
healthy.

“

Johnson C. Smith
football coach
Steve Aycock

Aycock
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Running
of the
Golden
Bulls
Johsnon C. Smith sprinter
Tovea Jenkins and her
Golden Bulls teammates
are No. 1 in the nation in
the U.S. Track & Field and
Cross Country Coaches
Division II computer
rankings. The Golden
Bulls, who finished sec-
ond in last month’s
indoor national champi-
onships, earned the first
spot for the first time in
school history. JCSU
holds the top spot nation-
ally in four events and
junior sprinter Samantha
Elliott has been named
the Division II National
Track Athlete of the
Week for April 5. Elliott
has Division II’s best time
in the 400 meters (54.92),
400 meters hurdles
(57.52), and the 100
meters hurdles (13.28).
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Penis enlargement and penis arousal! 
Bigger thicker penis! Stronger erections!

  

 

                 
                 
                    

                 

 
                  

                   
          

                 
 

 

                 
                    

 

       
      

      
         

          
           

            
 

THE #1 MALE ENHANCEMENT SYS k-Free and Your 100% Satisfaction is GUARANTEED!

         
      

         
        

          
        

       

        

 

 
 

 
   

 
 

                  

              
  

                

                
 

                
             

             
             

           
             

               
   

             
 

           
            
              

  

  

                  

               
               

            
 

Never again will you suffer from feelings of inadequacy – you now have a 
penis that all men will be envious of and all women want to experience! 

 
   

 
 

  
  

 

 

  

   

 

ORDER VIXALIS Today and GET AN INSTANT $10.00 SAVING!

SELECT YOUR TREATMENT NOW ! 30 CAPSULES PER BOTTLE ! (TAXES, SHIPPING AND 10$ SAVING ALL INCLUDED)
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Get the Results You Want... and She Craves!
VIXALIS - MALE ENCHANCEMENT P    

 

 

    

  

 

                 
                 
                    

                 

 
                  

                   
          

                 
 

 

                 
                    

 

       
      

      
         

          
           

            
 

         
      

         
        

          
        

       

        

 

 
 

 
   

 
 

                  

              
  

                

                
 

                
             

             
             

           
             

               
   

             
 

           
            
              

  

  

                  

               
               

            
 

 

 
   

 
 

  
  

 

 

  

   

 

  

   

Get the Results You Want... and She Craves!
NOGRAM - RVIXALIS - MALE ENCHANCEMENT P    

 

 

    

  

 

                 
                 
                    

                 

 
                  

                   
          

                 
 

 

                 
                    

 

       
      

      
         

          
           

            
 

         
      

         
        

          
        

       

        

 

 
 

 
   

 
 

                  

              
  

                

                
 

                
             

             
             

           
             

               
   

             
 

           
            
              

  

  

                  

               
               

            
 

 

 
   

 
 

  
  

 

 

  

   

 

  

   

Get the Results You Want... and She Craves!
WO N! O PRESCRIPTIONSN    

 

 

    

  

 

                 
                 
                    

                 

 
                  

                   
          

                 
 

 

                 
                    

 

       
      

      
         

          
           

            
 

         
      

         
        

          
        

       

        

 

 
 

 
   

 
 

                  

              
  

                

                
 

                
             

             
             

           
             

               
   

             
 

           
            
              

  

  

                  

               
               

            
 

 

 
   

 
 

  
  

 

 

  

   

 

  

   

Get the Results You Want... and She Craves!
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Get the Results You Want... and She Craves!
!STORS VISI
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Starks,” said Puryear, an
assistant at Stanford when
the Cardinal won a national
title and a former Big Ten
coach of the year at Michigan
State who led the Spartans to
a league championship and

the NCAA tournament. “Her
leadership has inspired me
over the years to touch the
lives of young people
through helping them
achieve their goals and learn
life lessons through princi-

ples of the game of golf. She
overcame incredible odds in
her tenure, and she deserves
to be honored for her success
in opening doors for student-
athletes to fulfill their dreams
in life.”

Continued from page 5AQueens golf coach
takes movie role

in a major conference in 2007
when he took the job at
Michigan State. Puryear took
over at Queens in 2011.
“It’s an incredible honor to

say that I played for coach

CURTIS WILSON FOR THE CHARLOTTE POST



Charlotte-based interior designer
Cheryl Luckett has always had an eye
for design.

Even as a child growing up in
Gulfport, Miss., when slumber party
guests discarded their shoes haphaz-
ardly, she would line them up along
the wall because she couldn’t stand
the visual clutter.

Luckett continues to like a clutter-
free lifestyle. The budget-conscious
designer is also obsessed with creating
lavish looks for less and sharing frugal
decorating ideas. In 2012, she
launched Dwell by Cheryl, an interior
design business focused on budget
design. She also writes a home décor
blog, DwellByCheryl.com, and guest
blogs for Metrolina Habitat ReStores, a
collection of 11 outlets in the Charlotte
area.

“I typically work with first-time
homebuyers and new home owners
who want to create a space that’s a lit-
tle more them,” she said. “Obviously
budget is their number one concern.”

Whether you are a new homeowner,
renting an apartment or simply want
to update your home’s interior with a
fresh new look for spring, Luckett said
it is easy to make a drastic impact with
minimal investment.

She advises beginning with a fresh

The Charlotte PostThe Charlotte Post
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Retailer helps designers realize dreams
Belk reveals winning entries from the Southern Designer Showcase

Cheryl Luckett created this open, colorful space above from the dark and drab living area below.

Teenagers too attached to social media
Social media is a good way to pass the

time, as long as it doesn’t become time-
consuming. 

Americans spend 121 billion minutes on
social media sites according to The
Washington Post. Seventy-five percent of
teenagers currently have a profile on a
social networking website while one in
four use at least two daily. Alexis Ford, a
junior at Cato Campus Middle College who
admits to spending 15 to 25 hours a week
on social media, likes the websites for
their social connections and entertain-
ment.

“I think the majority of teenagers are
addicted to social networking because it is
provoked by their peers and is used as a
form of entertainment,” Ford said.
“Twenty hours a week is an excessive
amount of time to be on social media sites
but it has become normal for many
teenagers in today’s society.” 

C. Ashton Hall, a social media associate
at Jackson State University in Mississippi,
believes that not all teens are addicted to
social media and the networking sites
have their advantages. 

“Teens use social media as busy work
and to keep them preoccupied with some-
thing to do,” she said. “Social networking
does have its pros. It keeps them connect-
ed with friends and family.” 

Ford agrees.
“Social networking is a good thing

because it helps with interactions among
teens but could also be bad because it’s
very time consuming and sometimes it
interferes with school and homework,”

she said. 
Raven English, a Vance High School jun-

ior, said she uses Instagram and the video
site Vine, but manages her time by finding
balance between social and aca-
demic pursuits.

“The more I’m involved in activities the
less focused I am on networking sites,”
she said. Kimberly Williams, 42, is god-
mother to a teenager and concerned social

media is becoming a substitute for

By this time of year, many of us have abandoned our
New Year resolutions to eat a healthier breakfast and
spend an hour at the gym every day.

Across the country, plans for self-improvement have
fallen by the wayside. Instead of succumbing to guilt
and frustration over what you might not do this year,
why not focus your energy on a goal that’s achievable
at any time of year – financial fitness?

More Americans are concerned about their financial
fitness rather than their personal health, and twice as
many resolved to improve their financial health as
their physical wellbeing, according to a recent online
poll by American Consumer Credit Counseling. But
taking control of your finances doesn’t have to be lim-
ited to the first few months of the year – you can get
started anytime.

“Many people know they should save more, spend
less and cut debt, but they may be unsure of how to go
about it,” says Trey Loughran, president of the
Personal Solutions unit at Equifax. “Starting out with a
detailed strategy is the first step toward improving
financial fitness.”

These five steps can help ensure this is the year you
finally whip your finances into shape:

Step 1 – Add up all your debt. You know you owe, but
do you know how much? Americans tend to underes-
timate how much debt they really have on credit cards,
mortgages and auto loans, according to a study by the
Federal Reserve Bank of New York. Knowing how much
you owe will give you a starting point to begin plan-
ning how you will pay it off.

Step 2 – Add up all your monthly expenses. Here, too,
many people don’t have a firm grasp on how much
they spend in a month. Gather all your monthly bills –
utility bills, gas costs, insurance payments, grocery
receipts, restaurant and coffee shop receipts, etc. Total
them.

Does the tally astonish you? Now separate the bills
into those you must pay every month and those that
are discretionary. You must pay your electricity bill,
but do you really need to visit the coffee shop every
morning?

The discretionary expenses will give you an idea of
where you have room to make changes in your spend-
ing habits. Now compare how much you spend in a
month against how much income you bring in. If
you’re spending less than you make, good for you –
you can jump to Step 4. If you’re spending more than
you bring in, go directly to Step 3.

Step 3 – Cut expenses. Overspending can drive you
into debt if you rely on credit to make up for a month-
ly shortfall. You can either try to increase your income
by getting a second job or one that pays more, or you
can cut unnecessary expenses. Evaluate your list of
expenses from Step 2. 

What can you live without? Are there any “fixed”
expenses that are actually flexible, such as your cable
bill or cellphone bill? Look for places where you can
save money and bring your spending in line with your
earning.

Step 4 – Set up a budget. Now that you know how
much you owe, earn and spend each month, it’s time
to create a budget. A personal or household budget is
the framework for your future financial fitness. A
budget helps you anticipate and manage cash flow so
that you can meet your monthly obligations, set aside
money for your future and work to pay down credit
card debt.

Step 5 – Keep an eye on your credit. Although every-
one is entitled to view a copy of their credit report
from each credit reporting agency for free at least once
every year, not everyone does so.

You can request your free credit reports annually at
www.AnnualCreditReport.com. If you’re working
toward a specific financial fitness goal, such as paying
down debt, building an emergency fund or saving
toward a down payment on a house, it makes sense to
monitor your credit regularly.

Review your credit report and credit score so you can
better understand how your past credit behaviors
affected your finances, and how future credit deci-
sions may also impact your life (keep in mind: the
credit score provided may differ from the actual cred-
it score used by lenders).

You may also want to consider signing up for a cred-
it-monitoring product, which can alert you to key
changes in your credit file and also help in protecting
you from identity theft.

“Financial fitness is an achievable goal, no matter
when you start,” Loughran said. “Fortunately, it’s easy
to find plenty of resources to help, from financial plan-
ners and investment advisors to online resources like
the Equifax Finance Blog (www.blog.equifax.com). With
some knowledge and perseverance, it’s possible to
make 2014 the year you finally get your finances in top
shape.”

Five moves to
whip your
unruly finances
into fiscal shape

By Michaela L. Duckett
michaela.duckett@thecharlottepost.com

Please see HOOKED/2B

Charlene Dunbar’s interest in fashion
began early in childhood. She recalls com-
ing up with designs and sketching them
out when she was just 8 years old.

By the time she entered college, Dunbar
decided to explore other aspirations. But
after earning a degree in engineering, she
found she simply could not shake the
“fashion bug.” She decided to return to
school and pursue a degree in fashion
design.

This spring, her fashion line, Suakoko

Betty, is making its debut at Belk. Dunbar
is one of 13 winners selected out of 300
entrants in the retailer’s second annual
Southern Designer Showcase competition.
The winners’ designs will be featured in
Belk’s Spring 2014 advertising campaigns
and sold in stores and online.

The Charlotte-based retailer held a
reception and fashion showcase March 27
at its location in SouthPark Mall to unveil
the winning designs, which include
women’s apparel, jewelry, handbags and
children’s clothing.

“It’s been an ideal experience,” said
Dunbar. “I feel extremely honored to have

my line here in Belk. Belk is definitely rais-
ing the standard for modern, southern
style.”

While her combination of degrees may
seem unlikely to some, Dunbar said it is a
very logical pairing.

“They work together,” she said. “I think
the business side of fashion is often
underrated. People celebrate the creative
side, but [the success of] my line is proba-
bly 90 percent business in managing proj-
ects and vendors and making sound busi-
ness decisions. I think having that back-

BRANDPOINT

The first step in putting your financial house in order
is to add up your debt and expenses, then cut back
on them. A spring of home style

coat of paint.
“Paint is probably the biggest bang

for your buck,” she said, adding that
with so many advances in technology,
selecting the right color for your space
is easier than ever. “Just about all of
the major paint brands have ways that
you can try out a color in a space by
uploading a photo. Those tools are
really helpful.”

Another tip, if you’re not painting a
large space or an entire room, is to
save money by purchasing “oops
paint,” which is a termed coined by
The Home Depot that refers to the

mixed paint customers return when it
didn’t work or because they purchased
too much.

Another simple way to change décor
without breaking the bank is to update
your textiles. Simply swapping out pil-
lows, bedding, shower curtains, rugs
or drapery can make a huge impact on
the look of a space. 

“They can also be changed in and
out seasonally,” said Luckett. She said
the ReStores are a great place to start
because they have great options for

Update the appeal of your interior without breaking the bank

Please see SPRING/2B

COURTESY CHERYL LUCKETT

GOOGLE IMAGES

Please see DESIGNERS/2B

By Kaylyn S. Jones
SPECIAL TO THE POST

By Michaela L. Duckett
michaela.duckett@thecharlottepost.com
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Spring into home decor
without breaking bank
textiles, especially rugs and
fabrics.

“Just hanging a new piece of
fabric on the wall can really
change a look drastically,” she
said. “You can do a no-sew
drape, and right now that’s
what’s in style – the clean lines
and just a drapery panel with-
out all of the fru fru and
valiances. You can do that
without even being able to
sew.”

Luckett said another tip that
people often overlook is repo-
sitioning furniture for the sea-
son.

“When it’s winter, you may
have to make some changes
to accommodate the
Christmas tree and holiday
décor, and you may want to
position yourself a little closer
to the fireplace,” she said.
“This time of year, especially
if you’ve got excellent views in
your living space, you may
want to turn the sofa to face
the outdoors or really think
about if the furniture arrange-
ment is in the right space for
the season.”

When it comes to staying on
trend, Luckett said don’t both-
er.

“The trends come and go,”
she said. “Radiant orchid is
the color of the year. Is that
going to be the color next
year? Probably not.”

Her advice is to invest in
decorating with what you love
so you’re less likely to grow
tired of it.

“Chances are, if it’s not on
trend now, it will be pretty
soon,” she said. “I think the
most important thing is to
stay true to who you are and
what you like. At the end of
the day you are trying to cre-
ate a home that you love.”

Whether it’s on her blog,
social media or when working
with clients, Luckett said one
of the most common ques-
tions she’s asked is how does
she always find such good
deals at thrift and second-
hand stores. She said the
secret to finding “the good
stuff” is frequency.

“I don’t find great stuff
every time I go,” she said. “But
because I go frequently, I
increase my chances of find-
ing something great exponen-
tially. I think you have to go
often, even if you just run in
for a few minutes and look
around. The more often you
go, the more great stuff you
are going to find.”

Luckett said it’s also impor-
tant to do your homework.
Browse catalogs and maga-
zines. Find inspiration from
your favorite Pinterest
accounts.

“Flip through magazines
and the catalogs you receive

in the mail,” she said. “See
what they have on the coffee
table. What are the lamps
shaped like? What kind of rug
do they have? That way when
you go to the ReStore or go
out thrifting you will have an
eye for what they are using
that’s old and has become
new again. I think that’s key
because it’s so easy to over-
look something if it’s in a
space that’s not staged… I’ve
even taken catalogs with me
to the store.”

Her last tip is to take your
time.

“You’ve got to look high and
look low,” she said. “Touch
everything. Look at every-
thing, even when you are at
the register. Check out the
things behind the counter that
people have put back.”

Habitat for Humanity has 11
ReStores in the Charlotte area
which accept donations of
new and gently used items,
including building materials,
furniture, appliances and
home items, which are resold
to the public at a reduced cost
(usually 50-80 percent of the
original retail value). All pro-
ceeds go towards building
affordable houses in the com-
munity through local Habitat
affiliates. Visit
www.metrolinarestores.org
for locations or more informa-
tion. 

Continued from page 1B

face-to-face communication – a necessary
skill in the real world.

“I believe that the majority of teenagers
are addicted to social media because
social media has become the new way
they communicate with each other,” she
said. “Some teens feel that social media
has helped them become more outgoing,
and are too shy for face-to-face interac-
tions.”

So, what defines social media overload?
The need for digital communication and

entertainment at the expense of personal
interaction concerns Williams.

“I perceive social media addiction to be
when an individual feels the need to have
their phone with them at all times,” she
said. “If you feel the need to sleep with
your phone and check your Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, Tumblr or any other
networking site multiple times a day then
you may be addicted.  

“Create a balance when it comes to
social media. Don’t let social media cause
us to lose our social skills.” 

Hooked: Young adults can’t get
enough of online social media

ground really helped me to
get to where I am today.”

Dunbar’s line of women’s
apparel is inspired by her
African heritage and bi-conti-
nental upbringing. As a child,
she split her time between
Atlanta and her native Liberia.

“The name comes from my
dad’s hometown in Liberia,”
she said. “He’s from Suakoko,
and the Betty kind of repre-
sents the merger of Western
style with the African
designs.”

Dunbar said she took cues
from the way Liberian women
dressed and incorporated a
lot of bold, bright colors and
mixed prints into her line of
skirts and separates. She also
names fashion icon Solange
Knowles as a source of inspi-
ration.

While Dunbar looked to
West Africa for inspiration,
another Southern Designer
Showcase winner looked to

France.
Regina White, a graduate of

Charlotte Institute of Art,
found inspiration for
Christina Bijou, her line of
leather handbags, in the cul-
ture and architecture of Paris.

White’s bags are exclusively
available through Belk, and
she said winning the competi-
tion was a dream come true.

“It’s amazing,” she said. “I
have worked on my line for
years so to finally come to this
point and see that Belk want-
ed to sell my bags and was
receptive to my designs was
amazing. I’m so happy.”

Her advice to those who
want to pursue a career in
fashion is to be persistent.

“It’s not going to happen
overnight,” she said. “But if
you stay true to yourself, do
whatever you have to do and
just keep on pushing, you can
make things happen.”

To be eligible for the compe-
tition, designers had to have

Designers strut their stuff
Continued from page 1B

FAMILY FEATURES

Continued from page 1B

Belk announced 13 winners in its Southern Designer Showcase last week in Charlotte.

†EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE SAVINGS PASSES.

PLUS, EXTRA SAVINGS TODAY!
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SPECTACULAR

ALL-DAY SPECIALS
LAST 4 DAYS!  
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NEW SEASON! NEW LOOKS! SPECTACULAR SAVINGS! 
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some sort of tie to the South,
even it was just spending
summers with a grandmother
who lived here.

“We are so excited to add
these impressive designers to
our Belk family,” said Kathryn
Bufano, president and chief
merchandising officer for
Belk. “This year’s winners
truly represent the modern,
southern style that we deliver
to our customers everyday.” 

Winners include:  Anne
Hughes Windmueller
(Charleston, S.C.), AnnaBelle
LaRoque (Columbia, S.C.), Ali
Howell (Atlanta, Ga.), Charlene
Dunbar (Lilburn, Ga.), Darrius
Curry (Lithonia, Ga.), Elle
Parkinson (Raleigh, N.C.),
Heather Menzie Gressette
(Columbia, S.C.), Hahn Lucy
Dang (Dallas, Texas), Kari
Bryde (Little Rock, Ark.), Lori
Cunningham (New York, N.Y.),
Regina White (Fayetteville,
N.C.) and Rhonda Wyman
(Asheville)

www.thecharlottepostnewspaper.com 

electronic version of printed edition 

SHARE | email articles and post to social media  
NAVIGATE | easily flip pages and click to enlarge 
READ | vibrant, high resolution viewing 
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NCDOT TO HOLD PUBLIC MEETING APRIL 10 IN CORNELIUS
FOR THE PROPOSED WIDENING OF WEST CATAWBA AVENUE
(S.R. 5544) FROM SAM FURR ROAD (N.C. 73) TO JETTON ROAD

(S.R. 2151)

TIP Project No. R-2555B

The N.C. Department of Transportation will hold a public meeting in April
regarding the proposed project to widen West Catawba Avenue (S.R. 5544)
from Sam Furr Road (N.C. 73) to Jetton Road (S.R. 2151) in Mecklenburg
County.  The purpose of the meeting is to inform citizens of Cornelius and
Huntersville of the proposed improvements and to obtain their comments.

The meeting will take place on Thursday, April 10, 2014, at Cornelius Town
Hall, located at 21445 Catawba Avenue in Cornelius. It will be held in the
Community Room from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Interested individuals may attend
this public meeting at any time during the above hours. NCDOT
representatives will display maps and be available to answer questions and
receive comments. Comments and information received will be taken into
consideration as work on the project develops. Please note that there will not
be a formal presentation.

The proposed transportation improvements are needed to improve mobility
and safety for motorists, public transit users, pedestrians and bicyclists.  The
proposed project is a continuation of Catawba Avenue improvements
completed in 2009 between Jetton Road and I-77.  Existing traffic volumes
already exceed the capacity of Catawba Avenue in the project area, and
forecasted volumes for 2035 far exceed roadway capacity.  Increasing
development along this roadway will result in longer travel times, dangerous
passing situations, and increased accidents. 

This project will require the acquisition of additional right-of-way and is
proposed to be constructed in such manner as to not require detours.

For additional information contact Mr. Elmo Vance, Jr., NCDOT - Project
Development and Environmental Analysis Unit at 1548 Mail Service Center,
Raleigh, NC 27699-1548, by phone at (919) 707-6048, or via email at
eevance@ncdot.gov.  Please submit comments by Friday, May 9, 2014.     

NCDOT will provide auxiliary aids and services under the Americans with
Disabilities Act for disabled persons who want to participate in this
workshop. Anyone requiring special services should contact Mr. Vance as
early as possible so that arrangements can be made.

Persons who speak Spanish and do not speak English, or have a limited
ability to read, speak or understand English, may receive interpretive services
upon request prior to the meeting by calling 1-800-481-6494.

3 x9.5

$513.86 each run

Fresh-baked pie with spring items
There’s nothing more time-

less than pie. Part of the
appeal is its homespun
essence. So rather than serve
the store-bought variety, try
baking one yourself. Not only
will the aroma set the house
astir, experts say you’ll taste
the difference.

“One of the best things
about homemade pie is using
in-season ingredients,” says
Teeny Lamothe, baker and
author of the new, “Teeny’s
Tour of Pie: A Cookbook,” a
collection of 55 sweet and
savory pies.

After traveling America to
learn techniques and wisdom
from the country’s best bak-
ers, Lamothe is sharing her
newfound expertise in this
collection.

With seasonality in mind,
she offers this great spring
recipe for Strawberry Basil
Pie:

Ingredients
• 2 pints strawberries,

hulled and cut into 1/2-inch
thick slices

• 1/4 cup chopped fresh
basil

• 1/2 cup granulated sugar
• 1/4 cup quick-cooking

tapioca, finely ground
• 1 cup all-purpose flour
• 1 cup white whole wheat

or whole wheat flour
• 2 teaspoons salt
• 2 tablespoons granulated

sugar
• 3/4 cup cold unsalted

butter, cut into small pieces
• 1/2 cup cold vegetable

shortening
• 1/4 cup cold vodka
• 1/2 cup cold water, plus

extra as needed
• 1/4 cup all-purpose flour,

for rolling out crust
Crust directions
1. In large bowl, thoroughly

combine flour, salt, and
sugar. Add butter and short-
ening. Cut the mixture using
a pastry cutter to form pea-
size crumbs coated in flour.

2. Pour vodka evenly over
dry ingredients, a few table-
spoons at a time, using a rub-
ber spatula to press dough
together. Similarly, add the
water, and continue pressing
dough to form a large ball. If
dough seems dry, add ice
water slowly until everything
comes together easily. (Work
dough as little as possible.)

3. Divide dough into two
equal balls, press each into
disks, wrap in plastic, and
refrigerate for at least an
hour or up to 2 days.

Pie directions
1. Preheat oven to 400

degrees F with rack in middle
position.

2. Toss strawberries and
basil in a medium bowl.

3. Stir sugar and tapioca in
small bowl. Sprinkle sugar
mixture over fruit and toss
gently with hands to coat. Set
aside while you roll out the
crust; fruit will begin to juice.

4. Prepare bottom crust:
Place one dough disk on
floured work surface and
with a floured rolling pin, roll
it into a rough 11-inch circle
about 1/8 inch thick. Lay
crust into a 9-inch pie dish,
gently press it in, and trim
excess dough from edge with
a paring knife, leaving a 3/4-
inch overhang.

5. Give filling one last stir,
ensuring everything is evenly
coated. Spoon it into crust.

6. Prepare top crust: On
floured work surface with
floured rolling pin, roll out
remaining dough disk into

rough 11-inch circle 1/8 inch
thick. Carefully lay crust on
top of filling, trimming
excess dough, leaving a 3/4
inch overhang. Tuck over-
hanging dough under over-
hanging edge of the bottom
crust, and crimp the two
crusts together. Cut a few
small slits in top crust with a
knife.

7. Set pie on rimmed bak-
ing sheet and bake until fill-
ing is thickly bubbling and
crust is golden brown (cover
crimp with foil if it browns
too quickly), 50 to 60 min-
utes.

8. Let cool to room temper-
ature before serving. 

©2014 Maid Right Franchising LLC.               and                are subsidiaries of Premium Franchise Brands LLC.

Boost infant’s brain development

When babies are born, their
minds are still a work in
progress, and their brains
will rapidly grow and devel-
op based on their experience.
That means the first few
years are critical for healthy
brain development.

“Parents play a daily role in
promoting lifelong health by
focusing on positive ways to
nurture brain development,
starting in infancy and
extending through the tod-
dler years,” says Dr. James M.
Perrin, 2014 president of the
American Academy of
Pediatrics.

According to Perrin, this
means creating a safe, con-
sistent environment to
ensure children know they’re
physically and emotionally
protected. He offers these
tips for fostering a happy,
healthy home:

• Talk to your baby in a
responsive way, starting at
birth. Watch how he
responds to your face, focus-
es, and moves in time to your
voice. As he grows, talk to
him about everyday things,
waiting for his coos and
ahhs, and then respond with
an encouraging word.

One study showed that the
more words parents used
when speaking to an eight-
month-old infant, the more
words that child used at age
three.

• Respond to distress with
comfort. Even in infancy, it’s
an important way to build a
child’s confidence that the
caregiver is there.

• Make eye contact with
your child from day one. This
could be during play, tummy
time or even during neces-
sary activities like diaper
changes.

• When your baby starts to
smile, smile back! If young
children learn healthy, posi-
tive ways to get your atten-
tion, they’ll be less likely to
resort to fussing, crying or
whining.

• Follow your infant’s gaze
to get a sense of what is cap-
turing his or her attention.
When it’s appropriate, let
your child explore that
object.

• Be aware of what your
face is “saying.” Temper neg-
ative feelings because your
baby is “feeling” them as
well.

• Infants let us know when
they’ve had enough and it’s
time for a nap by avoiding

eye contact, becoming sleepy
or fussy, coughing or rub-
bing his or her eyes.

• Reading to your child
from infancy stimulates lan-
guage and cognitive skills,
builds motivation, curiosity
and memory and stimulates
language development.

• Babies learn best from
people, not screens, and
unstructured play time is
more valuable for the devel-
oping brain than electronic
media. Through unstruc-
tured, unplugged play, chil-
dren learn to think creatively,
problem solve, and develop
reasoning and motor skills.

Instead of screens, try to
encourage supervised but
independent play like explor-
ing a set of nesting cups or
pounding on a pot with a
spoon while you are prepar-
ing dinner.

• Healthy brain, healthy
body. Keep a regular sched-
ule of visits to the pediatri-
cian to ensure your child`s
physical, mental, and devel-
opmental and behavioral
health is on track. Your
child`s pediatrician can be a
great resource.

For more tips and free par-
enting resources, visit
www.HealthyChildren.org. 

STATEPOINT

RECIPE OF THE WEEK
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April 6
First Fellowship Ministries

of Charlotte will present a
concert featuring the
Charlotte Chapter of the
Gospel Music Workshop of
America under the direction
of Mr. Ted Martin at 4 p.m.
The church is located at 7700
Lawyers Road. Rev. Brad
Humphrey is pastor. The con-
cert is free and open to the
public.

April 12
The public is invited to an

Applebee’s Flapjack
Fundraiser Breakfast to sup-
port the Torrence Grove AME
Zion Church. Breakfast is $7
and will be served 8 a.m. – 10
p.m. at Applebee’s
Neighborhood Grill & Bar at
2700 JW Clay Blvd. Contact
Ada Gaston at (704) 536-8313
for more information.

April 13
The United House of Prayer

for All People is hosting
Family and Friends Day at the
2321 Beatties Ford Road loca-
tion. A special invitation has
been extended to the West
Charlotte High School
National Alumni. 

April 15
First United Methodist

Church is hosting Charlotte/
One Ch?rch, a lively conver-
sation about the church and
its relevance in the lives of
millennials (18-33). Topics
include politics and religion,
being a fan of Jesus but not
the church and the notion
that the church is too judg-
mental. The discussion
begins at 7 p.m. 

April 19
Clinton Chapel AME Zion

Church will hold its annual
Clinton Fest 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
The event will kick off with a
family-fun Easter Egg Hunt at
11 a.m. There will also be

BAPTIST

PARKWOOD INSTITUTIONAL
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church
802 Tom Hunter Road • Charlotte, NC 28213
704-921-4915 (Ph)  •  704-921-4917 (Fax)

Website: www.parkwoodcme.org
Sunday Worship         8:00 & 11:00 AM
Sunday School                          9:30 AM

Bible Study
Wednesday 12 Noon     Thursday 6:30 PM

TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE
Dr. Cathy C. Jones

Reverend

C.M.E.

Helping You Find The
Right Church For
Your Faith Journey

St. Paul Baptist Church

Gregory K. Moss Sr.
Pastor

Our Purpose: “To convince the unconvinced 
to be convinced and make disciples”
Sunday Worship at 7:30 A.M. and 10:30 A.M.

Sunday Morning Breakfast 8:45 A.M. 
Sunday School at 9:25 A.M.- 10:25 A.M.
Wednesday Bible Study at 6pm & 8pm

Radio Broadcast Sunday - 11:00AM (1600 A.M. Dial)
Bible Study Wednesdays 12 Noon - 6:45 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.

Youth Church 2nd & 3rd Sunday 10:30 A.M.
1401 North Allen Street, Charlotte, NC 28205

Office: 704-334-5309 

games, face painting, food,
live entertainment, and ven-
dors. Attendees are welcome
to return and worship on
Sunday during the church’s
11 a.m. service. Clinton
Chapel AME Zion Church,
under the direction of Pastor
Ralph Williamson, is located
at 1901 Rozzelles Ferry Road.
Call (980) 224-9709 or visit
www.clintonchapel.web.com
for more information.

April 27
Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist

Church, located at 821
Hawley Street, is celebrating
the church’s119th anniver-
sary with a lunch at 1:30 p.m.
and special service at 3 p.m.
with Rev. Charles Mack of
Progressive Baptist Church
Family as the guest preacher.
Contact the church secretary
at (803) 242-6903 or by email
mzmbc@charlotte.twcbc.com
for more information.
Submit announcements
sending information in text
format without any attach-
ments by email us at
Michaela.Duckett@TheCharlo
ttePost.com. Weekly deadline
is 12 p.m. Monday.

that 600,000 to 800,000 men, women
and children are trafficked across
international borders each year. 

Domestically, human trafficking is
difficult to quantify, explains Krystal
Gandola, a spokesperson for the
National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children.

“No one knows with certainty the
exact number of children victimifzed
through sex trafficking in the United
States,” Gandola said. “We believe that
child sex trafficking is a missing child
issue.”

Of the 60,000 missing child cases
reported to NCMEC between 2008 and
2012, more than 48,000 – or 81 per-
cent – are endangered runaways.
These children, many of whom were in
the child welfare system when they
ran away, left home voluntarily but are
unable to care for themselves. 

They are particularly vulnerable to
the “manipulation and false promises”
of traffickers, Gandola explains.

If this information wasn’t alarming
enough for Becton, the local snapshot
was even more distressing. Until as
recently as September 2013, the
Polaris Project, a nonprofit organiza-

RICHMOND, Va. – At midnight on a
cold Friday in January, Loree Becton
stands on a street corner along
Jefferson Davis Highway in Richmond,
Va. – an area notoriously known for
prostitution and crime.

She’s come a long way.
Until a few months ago, Becton – wife

of Mark Becton, pastor of Grove
Avenue Baptist Church – had to whis-
per the word “prostitute” and would
turn red-faced when she did. Now, she
is here among them, praying for an
opportunity to tell the women of the
streets how much they are loved.

For Becton, a ministry to human traf-
ficking victims in Richmond began in
June 2011 with a simple prayer of sur-
render. “Lord, I give up!” Becton
prayed. “I surrender to whatever it is
you want me to do.”

First, she had a lot of learning to do.
Human trafficking is the illegal trade
of people, especially women and chil-
dren, for the purposes of commercial
sexual exploitation or forced labor.
The U.S. State Department estimates

First
Fellowship
Ministries
concert

WORSHIP BRIEFS

Matthews-Murkland Presbyterian Church USA
“Aiming for Excellence in Christ”

7001 Old Providence Road • Charlotte, NC 28226 • 704-365-5032
Website: MatthewsMurkland.Org

Rev. Albert W. Moses, Pastor
Sunday School - 9:45AM
Sunday Service - 11:00AM
Wednesday Bible Study - 7:00PM

PRESBYTERIAN

tion addressing human trafficking on a
global scale, identified Virginia as one
of the “dirty dozen” U.S. states that did
not effectively address human traffick-
ing within its borders. 

According to the Polaris definition,
the state failed to provide adequate
legislation against human trafficking,
training on human trafficking for law
enforcement officers or safe harbor
for victims.

“For several months after that initial
prayer of surrender, a number of
women began approaching me, ask-
ing, ‘How is your church involved with
human trafficking?’” Becton recalls. “I
told them, ‘We’re not!’”

Then Becton began to explore a min-
istry to exploited women in Thailand. 

As she learned more about this type
of outreach, she began pursuing ways
she could become more involved in
reaching exploited women in
Richmond and around the world.

Becton and her team also began talk-
ing with law enforcement and
researching the work of others
involved in the fight against exploita-
tion in the city. 

By Ann Lovell
BAPTIST PRESS
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Born Of God (Part 2)

John clearly stated; "The same was in the beginning with
God." (in. 1:2) That truth rejoices my heart. I hope it
does yours, too. "All things were made by him; (Christ)
and without him was not any thing made that was made.
In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the
light shineth in the darkness; and the darkness compre-
hended it not." (in. 1:3-5) This Life and Light John spoke
of is the Lord Jesus Christ. If you do not have Christ, you
don't have Life and you are doomed. John said this again
in his First Epistle; "He that hath the Son hath life; and
he that hath not the Son of God hath not life." (I in. 5:12)
So the question here is; "Do you know the Lord Jesus
Christ as your Lord and your Saviour?" To know Him is
to posses Him! Bro. Colson, each time I ask a church
member if he knows Christ, almost every time he turns
to something he has done, which is the concrete evidence
he is ignorant of the New Birth and of Christ. Some will
ask; "what does all this have to do with my salvation?"
Everything. Just follow with me. "He was in the world,
and the world was made by him, and the world knew him
not. He came unto his own, and his own received him
not." (in.1: 10-11) Let's look into this just a little. John
said Christ was in the world, which was made by Christ
and the world knew Him not. Also, Christ came unto His
own, and His own received Him not. Why is it the world
didn't know Christ? Why is it you don't know Christ?
Hold your seats now! We are going to jump a creek and
you may just drown if you don't hold on. And if you
drown you'll just bust Hell wide open. Here was the eter-
nal Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, walking on His
earth in a fleshly Body. But the world did not recognize
Him! Our church members don't recognize the Lord.
Let's see why the Jews of old didn't know Him and why
you don't know Him. "But as many as received him, to
them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on his name:" (Jn. 1:12) So we see that
there was a group, Bro. Colson, that did receive the Lord
Jesus. If I ask you if you are saved, you'll say; "I accept-
ed Jesus as my Saviour." That is a dead giveaway you do
not know Christ as your Lord and your Saviour! Note
that John said; "As many as received Him, to them gave
he power to become the sons of God," Look closely at
the Words; "As many as received Him." This brings forth
the question; "Why did some receive Christ and other did
not?" And this group which did receive the Lord Jesus;
"...gave he power to become the sons of God."

Advertisement
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King of Pop is coming to town
It’s been almost five years since the death

of Michael Jackson. Yet, his legacy continues
to live on.
As one of the greatest performers and

musicians of all time, Jackson’s influence on
pop culture is undeniable. He was a revolu-
tionary who changed the game in so many
ways from music to dance, fashion and
videography. He’s had an impact in some
way or another on every artist that has came
after him.
Jackson’s music and inspirational lyrics,

underscoring his global message of love,
peace and unity, are being brought to life in
Cirque du Soleil’s production of “Michael
Jackson: The Immortal World Tour.”
The tour stops in Charlotte April 8-9 at

Time Warner Cable Arena. Tickets range
from $45 to $150 each and are available
through Ticketmaster.
The show, which is presented in a rock

concert format combined with Cirque du
Soleil’s signature acrobatic style, features 49
international dancers, musicians and acro-
bats.
The band includes artists who previously

worked side by side with Jackson. Among
them is percussionist Bashiri Johnson,
whose resume reads like the Who’s Who of
the music industry. Johnson has worked
with everyone from Jay-Z to Celine Dion, Eric
Clapton, Whitney Houston, Luther Vandross,
Beyoncé, Mary J. Blige and Miles Davis.
In the following Q&A, Johnson discusses

what he learned working with the King of
Pop and which contemporary artists he
believes are legends in the making. Some
questions and answers have been edited for
clarity and brevity.
Q: What was it like to work with Michael

Jackson?
A: It was a quite incredible and very surre-

al. It’s sort of like being in orbit, in his orbit,
and you’re orbiting around the Earth and

everyone is watching what you do up in
space. Then after the show is over or the
rehearsal is done, you return back to Earth.
But for a short time, you get to enjoy being
in orbit with him.
Q: Did the opportunity to work with

Jackson change you as a musician? What did
you take away from the experience?
A: It didn’t change me as a musician, but it

helped me to realize that there is a bar that
is set even higher than what I can envision
because his bar is kind of set in outer space.
He had a very, very high standard of excel-
lence, and in order to be on stage with him
you had to meet that level of excellence.
One thing I learned is to never think that

you have reached the pinnacle musically or
in life. There’s always another level above
and beyond what you think is the ultimate.
Q: You worked with Jackson on the “This

is It” tour before his death. What was his
energy like at the time?
A: His energy was upbeat. He was totally

involved in all aspects of the production. He
would check in on the dancers. He would
check on the lighting. He would check in on
the sound, and then he would spend the rest
of the evening with us in the band. He was
highly present, and he seemed like he was in
great shape and excited to go out and do the
50 shows in London just like we all were.
Q: Even at his age, Jackson was an incredi-

ble performer. What was it like to see him in
action?
A: It’s interesting because the movie “This

is It” is really a documentary portrayal of
what we went through during rehearsals. So
it’s amazing to see how incredible the movie
is with all of this excitement and energy and
we’re only doing rehearsals. We didn’t even
have a live audience.
Michael Jackson, I liken him to Bruce Lee.

He’s sort of like this real slender type of ath-
lete that is able to perform at the highest
level, and that’s what he was like even dur-
ing rehearsals… There were a few moments

Tricia Cisse enjoyed the 2014 Carnival Charlotte
gala on March 15 at the Hilton in Uptown.

THE AGENDA 

Spring is in full swing as Alive After Five
kicks off this week at the EpiCentre. Gaston
Arts Council is serving up fresh oysters and
live music as Rooftop 210 hosts Fashion
Under the Stars. 
Here’s a look at what’s happening in and

around the Queen City:
Alive After Five, April 3 at EpiCentre. Kick

off the weekend in style every Thursday
through August, with the city’s largest
happy hour and free entertainment celebra-
tion, held weekly at the EpiCentre. It’s the
perfect destination for friends and co-work-
ers to gather, unwind, and network while
enjoying great live music, and tasty bever-
ages in a fun, casual atmosphere. 
“Rise For Freedom,” April 3 at Johnson C.

Smith University’s Biddle Hall. Opera
Carolina will present “Rise for Freedom,” an
opera about the Underground Railroad by
composer Adolphus Hailstork. The event is
free and will be performed by the JCSU
Concert Choir, directed by Dr. Shawn-Allyce
White.
Oyster Roast, April 4 at Gaston County

Museum of Art and History. Get ready for
bushels of fresh oysters and pots overflow-
ing with seafood gumbo from Sharkey’s
Pace at the Annual Oyster Roast, presented
by Carolina Trust Bank and Gaston Regional
Chamber. Enjoy live entertainment provided
by Gaston Arts Council and mingling on the
lawn. Tickets are $30. Dress is casual. Visit
www.gaston chamber.com for more infor-
mation.
Style Under the Stars Fashion Show, April

4 at Rooftop 210 at EpiCentre. Celebrate
spring and check out all the season’s trends
from corals and prints to white and bohemi-
an-inspired frocks and celebrate spring at
this fashion show produced by Effie Loukas
featuring styles from some of Charlotte’s
premiere boutiques. 
WSOC-TV reporter Allison Latos will host

the evening, which will benefit the Jamie
Kimbel Foundation. The dress code is fash-
ion-forward cocktail attire. 
Contact Shane McKee at (704) 526-5845 or

smckee@suitecharlotte.com for VIP tables.
Confirmed boutiques include Saks Off 5th,
Lotus, Fab’rikm KK Bloom, The Cheeky Bean,
Doll, Vestique, Blank Canvas and Sloan
Boutique.
“Perception – The Stage Play,” April 5 at

Joy Performance Center in Kings Mountain.
“Perception” is the love story of Hamilton
and Margaret, a newly wed couple who fall
deeply in love and share that love with the
baby of their dreams. 
Their dream is shattered when Margaret

awakens one morning to find their baby not
breathing and herself on the verge of insan-
ity. Hamilton soon finds himself struggling
with the desire to want to move on but has
to figure out a way to deal with his wife’s
instability. 
In addition, he now has to deal with a

mother-in-law who is willing to do anything
to keep her daughter’s marriage together
and a best friend who isn’t forthcoming
about the troubles in his own marriage. 
Visit www.kylekeyepresents.com for more

information.
Charlotte Blues Society anniversary cele-

bration, April 6 at the Double Door Inn.
Charlotte Blues Society is celebrating 21
years of “Keeping Carolina Blue” with a party
and performance by the Ori Naftaly band.
Tickets are $10 in advance and $12 day of
the show. Doors open at 8 p.m. Visit
CharlotteBluesSociety.org for more informa-
tion.
Yellow Brick Road, April 6 at Plaza Place.

Yellow Brick Road is a family-friendly walk
to support the work of Charlotte Family
Housing, a shelter-to-housing program for
working homeless families. 
The goal is to raise money and awareness

to break the cycle of generational poverty
and homelessness while empowering home-
less families to achieve long-term self-suffi-
ciency through shelter, housing, supportive
services, and advocacy. The walk will con-
clude with a celebration that will include
other family-friendly events, and will take
place at the Plaza Place Shelter location. 
Visit www.cfhyellowbrickroad.org for

more information.
“A Walk Down Memory Lane,” April 6 at

The Nile Theater. “A Walk Down Memory
Lane” will feature Betty Pride & The BP
Express in concert with a mix of oldies but
goldies in multiple musical genres including
jazz, blues, and R&B. 
Advanced tickets are $10 and at www.car-

olinatix.com. Admission includes light hors
d’oeuvres. Doors open at 7 p.m.
Tuesday Morning Breakfast Forum, April

8 at West Charlotte Recreation Center. The
Tuesday Morning Breakfast Forum meets
most Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m. featuring guest
speakers providing insights on topics
impacting Charlotte-Mecklenburg residents.
Each meeting also includes question-and-
answer sessions. 
Anyone present may stand and offer infor-

mation about upcoming community events
or milestones. Visit www.tuesdayforum-
charlotte.org for more information. 

By Michaela L. Duckett
michaela.duckett@thecharlottepost.com

Mighty Clouds of Heaven
performed March 27 at
Gospelshout, an annual
event at the United House
of Prayer showcasing
gospel music.
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Debra Plousha-Moore is congratulated as she receives a Whitney
M. Young Jr. Award at the Urban League of Central Carolina’s
annual WMY gala, held March 22 at the Omni Charlotte.

Connie Smith and Charmaine Tyson enjoyed the Cure By Design
gala, held March 22 at the Fillmore Charlotte.

Charlie Gabriel, 82, leads the Preservation
Hall Jazz Band during their sol-out show at the
McGlohon Theater on March 26.

DANIEL COSTON FOR THE CHARLOTTE POST

Cirque du Soleil's "Michael Jackson The Immortal
World Tour" stops in Charlotte April 8-9 at Time
Warner Cable Arena featuring 49 international
dancers, musicians and acrobats.

OSA IMAGES/CIRQUE DE SOLEIL

when he actually dances full out and sings
full out, and it really got a lot of us excited
when we witnessed it.
Q: How does it feel to be a part of the

Cirque du Soleil “Michael Jackson The
Immortal” tour and to pay tribute to the King
of Pop?
A: It’s a great honor to be here. This is a

magnificent show. It’s doing great all over
the world. It’s the number 2 grossing show
on Billboard Top 25 World Tours. The audi-
ence has been really enjoying every aspect
of the show. We have great film clips. We
have great dancers and an amazing band.
It is a show not to be missed. I don’t know

how long the tour will continue, but while
it’s up and running, I think everyone should
run and see it. It’s a great interactive and par-
ticipatory show celebrating Michael Jackson.
Q: Michael Jackson is one of several artists

that you’ve worked with that are no longer
living, including Whitney Houston, Ray
Charles and Luther Vandross. Are there any
artists living today that you think will also
become legends and that are blazing a trail
for artists of the next generation to follow?
A: There are a lot of artists that I think are

paving their way towards legendary status. I
think Beyoncé is one. I think that Esperanza
Spalding is another. I really love what Bruce
Springsteen is doing. I love what Bono is
doing. I also love Adele. I like how she
sounds. I think she’s on the way to great-
ness. I also like Angélique Kidjo. I love what
she’s doing. So there is going to be a new
league of greats and legends coming around
soon enough.
Q: As a musician, you’ve experienced a lot

and met a lot of different people. What is
some the best advice you’ve ever received.
One of the best pieces of advice is to just

be you. Be the best you, you can be. Don’t
compete with anyone else. Don’t compete
with anything else. Just be the best you, you
can be and you will always win.

DANIEL COSTON FOR THE CHARLOTTE POST
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All Things Basementy! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your base-
ment needs! Waterproofing, Finishing,
Structural Repairs, Humidity and Mold
Control. FREE ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-
698-9217

MEDICAL OFFICE TRAINEES NEEDED! Become a Medical
Office Assistant at CTI! NO EXPERIENCED NEEDED! Online
Training gets you job ready! HS Diploma/GED & Computer
needed. Careertechnical.edu/nc. 1-888-512-7122.

HIGH-TECH CAREER with U.S. Navy. Elite tech training
w/great pay, benefits, vacation, $ for school. HS grads
ages 17-34. Call Mon-Fri 800-662-7419.

AIRLINE JOBS BEGIN HERE- Get trained as FAA certified Avi-
ation Technician. Housing/financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call Aviation Institute of
Maintenance. 877-300-9494.

NURSING CAREERS begin here- Get trained in months, not
years. Small classes, no waiting list. Financial aid for quali-
fied students. Apply now! Centura College Norfolk 888-893-
3477

WELDING CAREERS- Hands-on training for career opportu-
nities in shipbuilding, automotive, manufacturing & more.
Financial aid for qualified students. Job placement assis-
tance. Call Tidewater Tech Norfolk 888-205-1735

CAN YOU DIG IT? Bulldozers, Backhoes and Excavators. 3
Week Hands On Training Provided. Become Nationally Cer-
tified. Lifetime Job Placement Assistance. GI Benefits Eligi-
ble. 1-866-362-6497

UNC Charlotte is soliciting bids from pre-qualified general
contractors until 2:00 P.M. EST on Tuesday, April 22, 2014.
Details are available at http://facilities.uncc.edu/adver-
tisements.

MBE/WBE/DBE BUSINESS ENTERPRISES

General Contractor seeking certified Sub-contractors and
suppliers for the following project:

NEW CLEVELAND COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Shelby, Cleveland County, NC

Contract documents, complete plans and specifications
are available for inspection at:
Carolinas AGC, Reed Construction Data & McGraw Hill
Dodge, Charlotte, NC Plan Rooms; isqft.com;
Holland & Hamrick Architect office Shelby, NC;
and Matthews Construction Co., Inc., CONOVER office.

Bid: Must be received by 04-24-2012 @ 2:30pm
Contact:       Matthews Construction Co., Inc.

210 First Avenue South
Conover, NC 28613
Contact: Tod Bolick
PHONE: (828) 464-7325
FAX:     (828) 466-2068

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS: 
BIDDER PRE-QUALIFICATION REQUEST:  

CM Black Construction Company, Inc. has been selected
as the Construction Manager @ Risk by the City of Con-
cord and is seeking to pre-qualify trade contractors for the
scope of SITE SHORING.  Pre-Qualified Contractors will then
submit bids to furnish labor, materials, equipment and tools
for the City of Concord Town Hall project in Concord, NC.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Site Shoring scope shall con-
sist of an engineered design-build option and pricing for
both soil nailing and piling methods of earth
retention.  Final methods will be determined by the A/E
team based on cost and schedule.  Earth retention design
will be subject to NCDOT review and approval.
This project has a Minority Goal of 10%.

Interested contractors should submit their completed AIA
A305-1986 Pre-Qualification Submittals to CM Black Con-
struction Company, Inc. at 797 Davidson Drive, Concord,
NC 28025 by April 16th, 2014.

PREQUALIFICATION FORMS INFORMATION CAN BE OB-
TAINED from Lisa Sheffield at LSheffield@CMBlack.com or
by calling 704-788-4438. Please note:  Plans will not be is-
sued to any contractor until Prequalification Forms are sub-
mitted and approved by CM Black Construction
Company, Inc.  Target Bid Date: May 6th, 2014.

Central Builders, Inc. of Rocky Mount, N.C. is soliciting quo-
tations and participation from MBE/WBE/DBE/HUB subcon-
tractors and suppliers on the City of Kings Mountain, N.C.
36" Water Transmission Line Division I, Division II and Divi-
sion III project. The project will be bid on April 15, 2014, and
quotations for materials and supplies and subcontract pro-
posals must be received in our office by April 14, 2014. We
are willing to break down or combine elements of subco
tract work and in that regard we solicit subcontract pro-
posals for construction staking, clearing & grubbing, silt
fencing/erosion control, seeding & mulching, paving, bore
& jack, rock drilling and blasting, fencing, etc. We will pro-
vide assistance to qualified subcontractors in such areas
as bonding, insurance, joint payment agreements, and
quick pay agreements to meet cash flow needs. Plans
and specifications are available for review at our office,
in the AGC and Dodge plan rooms, and may be secured
from the Project Engineer, Joel E Wood & Associates, 104
North Dilling Street, Telephone 7041739-2565 Interested
parties may contact Central Builders, Inc., P.O. Box 1679,
Rocky Mount, NC 27802, Telephone 252/442-8047, Fax
252/446-4793.

State Utility Contractors, Inc. solicits subcontract proposals
for the following work: Erosion Control, Asphalt Paving Re-
pairs, Seeding & Mulching, Material Hauling, Concrete Re-
pair, Fence Repair, Well Abandonment, Rock Excavation,
Pipe and Misc. Supply, Manhole Supply, Clearing, Bore
and Jack, Stone Supply and Plumbing Connection for the
Water Transmission Line, Kings Mountain, NC. The bid date
for this project is April 15, 2014 at 2:00 p.m.  Minority busi-
nesses are encouraged to submit proposals for this work.
If additional information is needed, please contact Justin
Collins at (704) 289-6400.  EOE  M/F

New Pay-For-Experience program pays up to $0.41/mile.
Class-A Professional Drivers Call 866-291-2631 for more de-
tails or visit SuperServiceLLC.com

Open Deck High Mileage Expedited Fleet. Clean, pre-
dictable freight. Heavy Haul and Specialized also avail-
able. Company Trailers AT NO COST. Details at
www.dailyrecruiting.com or 1-800-669-6414

ATTN: DRIVERS $$$ Get Loaded $$$ Exp Pays - up to 50
cpm. New KWs. CDL-A Req. 877-258-8782. www.ad-dri-
vers.com

Tanker & Flatbed Company. Drivers/Independent Con-
tractors! Immediate Placement Available. Best Opportuni-
ties in the Trucking Business. Call Today 800-277-0212 or
www.driveforprime.com

Meet singles right now! 
No paid operators, just real people like
you. Browse greetings, exchange
messages and connect live. Try it free.
Call now: 800-924-4645

Classified
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APARTMENTS

EMPLOYMENT

SERVICES

CAREER TRAINING

BIDS

ADMINISTRATIVE

HOME IMPROVEMENT PERSONALS

PERSONALS

TRANSPORTATION

LITTLE ROCK APARTMENTS
Accepting applications for 1,  3 & 4 bedrooms

We accept applications Monday thru Thursday  
9-11:00 am and 2:00-4:00 pm.  

For more information, contact 
Gwen Perry at 704-394-9394 ext 13.

BUSINESS OPORTUNITY

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
For Appointment coordination, Event and meeting plan-
ning, Make travel arrangements, Pick up dry cleaning,
Banking. Must possess a valid driver�s license, send your re-
sume and salary expectations to: lin.da2@aol.com

BANKING
VP; Consultant - Applications Programmer sought by Bank
of America. Reqs: BS & 5 yrs exp; & 5 yrs exp w/ Weblogic,
WESB, WebSphere, UNIX/Linux Admin, & Windows Admin;
3 yrs of Storage exp; exp w/ networking/distributed com-
puting environment concepts; Knowledge of Java/J2EE
webservices, EJB's, JMS, & XML; exp w/ Cisco, Juniper,
Checkpoint, F5 BigIP/3DNS prdcts; Knowledge of multiven-
dor hardware such as IBM & HP, & L3 production support
& determining root cause. Job site: Charlotte, NC.  Refer-
ence # 98KQ5H & submit resume to Bank of America HR
Box 02, 161 Maplewood Ave, Maplewood, NJ 07040. No
phone calls or e-mails.  Must be legally authorized to work
in the U.S. w/o sponsorship. EOE.

Consultant - Applications Programmer sought by Bank of
America. Reqs: BS & 8 yrs exp or MS & 6 yrs exp; & exp
w/MDM (Master Data Mgmt); IBM Infosphere MDMD
Server; Java/J2EE, WebSphere, UNIX, Linux, & Relational
DB; Data Quality/ Data Mgmt; Analytics, ETL, COBOL, &
IMS. Job site: Charlotte, NC. Reference #9B9QWM & sub-
mit resume to Bank of America HR Box 02, 161 Maplewood
Ave, Maplewood, NJ 07040. No phone calls or e-mails.
Must be legally authorized to work in the U.S. w/o sponsor-
ship. EOE.

GREAT BUSINESS Opportunity in Elon, North Carolina.
Restaurant and Lounge within walking distance of cam-
pus. For more information email: BilllBrght@yahoo.com or
call 336-524-4505.

PUBLIC NOTICES
U-Haul Co. of Charlotte

Place of sale: North Tryon Rental - 52
1224 North Tryon St., Charlotte, NC 28206

Date of sale : 04/15/14
Time of sale: 10:00am

Customer's Name:  Otis Primm
Last Known Address: 3419 Kelsey Emma Ct
Charlotte, NC 28269
Room Number: 332

Customer's Name:   DW Jeffries Jr
Last Known Address: 1210 N. Tryon St Charlotte, NC 28206
Room Number: 339

Customer's Name:  Gary Spry
Last Known Address: 945 N College Charlotte, NC 28206
Room Number: 405

Customer's Name:  Roland Matthews
Last Known Address: 945 N. College St Charlotte, NC 28206
Room Number:

Customer's Name:  Sharema Jenrette
Last Known Address: 3632 Connery Ct Apt C
Charlotte, NC 28269
Room Number: 506

Customer's Name:Anthony Harris  
Last Known Address: 1716 Umstead St, Charlotte, NC 28205
Room Number: 713

Customer's Name:  Desmond Gayle
Last Known Address: 1210 N. Tryon St Charlotte, NC 28206
Room Number: 719

U-Haul Co. of Charlotte
Place of sale:Ashley Road Rental - 59
1530 Ashley Rd., Charlotte, NC 28208

Date of sale : 04/15/14
Time of sale: 11:00am

Customer's Name:  Leverne Cameron
Last Known Address: 108 Homestead St
Dorchester M, MA 02121
Room Number: 0612

Customer's Name:  Tameisha Hayes
Last Known Address: 1028 Coliseum Dr Charlotte, NC 28205
Room Number: 0704

Customer's Name:  Cynthia Barrett
Last Known Address:2005 Rush Wind Dr
Charlotte, NC 28213
Room Number: 1073

Customer's Name:  Laverne Johnson
Last Known Address: 1602 Maribel Ave Charlotte, NC 28216
Room Number: 1113-15

Customer's Name:  Vicki Poston
Last Known Address: 529 Dairydown Dr
Charlotte, NC 28213
Room Number: 1248

Customer's Name:  Dawn Gaines
Last Known Address: 1720 Village Lake Dr 
Charlotte, NC 28211
Room Number: 1354

Customer's Name:   Melvin Alexander
Last Known Address: 3123 Rush Ave Charlotte, NC 28208
Room Number: 1364

Customer's Name:  Tami Tiano
Last Known Address: 1715 Willow Haven Lane
Charlotte, NC 28262
Room Number: 1375

Customer's Name:  James Reuben
Last Known Address: 617 Wire Road Darlington, SC 29532
Room Number: 1613

Customer's Name:  Pearline Macon
Last Known Address: 2439 Newberry Rd
Charlotte, NC 28215
Room Number: 2262

Customer's Name:  Angelica Morrison
Last Known Address: 3547 Carlyle Charlotte, NC 28208
Room Number: 2306

Customer's Name:   Candice Fuller
Last Known Address: 3523 Joel Turner Dr
Charlotte, NC 28216
Room Number: 2417

Customer's Name:  Shawn Sparks
Last Known Address: 406 Stockland Rd  Irmo, SC 29063
Room Number: 2505

Customer's Name:  Andre Clark
Last Known Address: 7330 Creekwood Quoram Apt 304
Charlotte, NC 28212
Room Number: 2621

U-Haul Co. of Charlotte
Place of sale: Wilkinson Blvd Rental - 65
9136 Wilkinson Blvd, Charlotte, NC 28214

Date of sale : 04/15/14
Time of sale: 1:00pm

Customer's Name: Lois Thomas
Last Known Address: 7343 Meadowdale Lane
Charlotte, NC 28212
Room Number: 1343

Customer's Name:  Norell Dockery
Last Known Address: 107 Springset Dr Charlotte, NC 27513
Room Number: 1700

Customer's Name:  Dawn Roth
Last Known Address: 16120 Wrights Ferry Road
Charlotte, NC 28278
Room Number: 2013

Customer's Name:  Pascal Bery Van Knijff
Last Known Address: 118 East Oliver Street
Owosso, MI 48867                                 
Room Number: AA3521A

To: All Interested M/WBE Subcontractors
Re: C203201/C203027/C203547 – Cleveland County

Triangle Grading & Paving Inc. will be bidding this project
as prime contractor to the NCDOT on April 15th 2014 at
2pm and is soliciting quotes from all interested NCDOT Cer-
tified DBE Contractors.

Subcontracting opportunities exist in: Clearing & Grubbing,
Grading, Erosion Control, Storm Drainage Materials and In-
stallation, Water and Sewer Materials and Installation, As-
phalt Paving, Curb & Gutter, Sidewalks, Temporary
Signage, Fencing, Guardrail, Surveying, Traffic Control,
Hauling, Seeding/Mulching, Pavement Markings, Walls
and Bridges.

Plans and specifications are available for review at the fol-
lowing locations: 
In person at 1521 Huffman Mill Road, Burlington, NC 27215;

Online at the NCDOT Website: http://dotw-
xfer01.dot.state.nc.us/DSPlan/2014%20Highway%20Let-
ting/04-15-14/

Triangle Grading & Paving Inc. is willing to review any re-
sponsible quotes and will negotiate terms if appropriate.  
If you need assistance with loan capital, obtaining bond-
ing, lines of credit, insurance or joint pay agreements,
please contact us.

Please fax your quote by 5pm on April 14th, 2014 to 336-
584-0145 or email to: cmann@trianglegradingpaving.com

Should you have any questions please call Chauncey
Radcliffe Mann at 336-584-1745 ext. 132.
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