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“Glory to God in the highest and PEACE to His people on 
earth!”

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

“P eace” is the first and perhaps greatest gift of Jesus 
Christ. At His birth, angels announce this gift of 
peace to poor shepherds. Jesus Himself entrusts 

the gift of peace to the whole Church. First and foremost, 
the Peace of Jesus is the gift of Reconciliation. Today, the 
lost are invited home. The strangers are welcomed. Sinners 
are offered mercy. Mankind who has carried the heavy bur-
den of alienation can begin to call God “Father” since Jesus 
is born as our brother. There is no greater peace imagin-
able!

This same grace that restores this longed-for union of God 
and mankind is meant to be shared. The Christ Child comes 

The adoration of the shepherds is depicted in this 17th-century painting by Bartolome Esteban Murillo. The feast of the Nativity of 
Christ, a holy day of obligation, is celebrated Dec. 25. CNS/Bridgeman Images

Bishop Jenky’s 2017 Christmas message
with peace for the whole world. While we know that war, 
violence and hatred are still too common in our world, our 
communities, and even our families, Christmas peace is still 
possible — one heart at a time.

This Christmas, as you gather in your parish churches and 
unite your voices with the Christmas 
angels in song, know that your bishop 
is praying with you and for you. May 
the Prince of Peace reign always in 
your hearts and homes.

Peace be with you,

Most Reverend Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C.
Bishop of Peoria

Memorable gifts among topics
in Christmas feature section
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SPRINGFIELD — A taxpayer 
lawsuit against State of Illinois 
officials was filed in Sangamon 
County Court on Nov. 30 in an 
effort to stop the implementation 
of House Bill 40, which expands 
taxpayer-subsidized abortions in 
the state.

“The people of Illinois totally 
reject taxpayer-funded abor-
tions,” said Peter Breen, special 
counsel for the Thomas More 
Society, which filed the taxpayer 
lawsuit. He called it a counterat-
tack against the controversial 
legislation signed by Gov. Bruce 
Rauner on Sept. 28.

Four state representatives and 
four state senators signed the 
lawsuit. Among the nine pro-life 
groups listed on the complaint 
were two from within the Dio-
cese of Peoria — Henry County 
Right to Life and Knox County 
Right to Life.

The Springfield diocese is also 
listed among the lawsuit’s sup-
porters.

The lawsuit cleared its first 

Local signees in lawsuit to stop Illinois’
plans for taxpayer-subsidized abortions  

hurdle on Dec. 6 when Associate 
Judge Jennifer M. Ascher of the 
Seventh Judicial Circuit Court 
determined that the complaint 
can proceed. She set a date of 
Dec. 28, 2017, 
to hear a mo-
tion to dismiss 
from the Il-
linois officials 
being sued.

The Catholic 
Conference 
of Illinois has 
said House Bill 
40 represents “a grave moral 
error” and decried Gov. Rauner 
and legislators’ support for the 
“misguided legislation.”

TWO LEGAL CHALLENGES
Apart from moral objections 

held by many taxpayers in the 
state, the lawsuit levels two legal 
challenges against HB 40:

l That the General Assembly 
has not set aside funds to pay for 
the elective abortions covered 
in the legislation, including for 

those on Medicaid or state em-
ployee health insurance. Breen 
estimates that Illinois taxpayers 
will be forced to pay for 20,000 
to 30,000 abortions per year un-

der the new 
rules.

l While the 
legislation 
is set to take 
effect Jan. 1, 
the lawsuit 
argues it can’t 
legally be 
implemented 

until June 1 because of deadlines 
outlined in the Illinois Constitu-
tion.

“Regardless of your feelings 
about abortion, it is incredibly 
fiscally irresponsible to enact 
a law designed to spend mil-
lions of dollars that Illinois does 
not have,” said Breen, who also 
serves as state representative for 
Illinois’ 48th District.

The Thomas More Society, 

Henry County Right to Life 
and Knox County Right to 
Life are among nine pro-
life groups listed on the 
complaint. 

please turn to LAWSuiT 19
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WASHINGTON (CNS) — The overflow-
ing congregation at the Basilica of the Na-
tional Shrine of the Immaculate Concep-
tion hardly needed reminding to raise their 
“eyes to the heavens” during a dedication of 
the Trinity Dome Mosaic Dec. 8.

Before Mass began, all eyes were al-
ready on the newly completed gold dome 
above the front central section of the 
Upper Church.

When it was blessed during Mass, 
incense rose above the congregation and 
bright lights were turned on to give a bet-
ter view of the newly finished dome that 
includes the words of the Nicene Creed 
encircling the base and a depiction of the 
Holy Trinity, Mary, the four Evangelists, 
angels and more than a dozen saints con-
nected to the United States or the shrine.

During the blessing and before and 
after Mass, phones and cameras were 
held aloft to capture the completed work 
more than two years in the making. But 
it would take more than a few pictures to 
capture the details in this majestic work 
of art described as the “crowning jewel” 
of the national shrine during introductory 
remarks by Msgr. Walter Rossi, the rector.

FITTING DATE FOR DEDICATION
The dome mosaic is composed of more 

than 14 million pieces of Venetian glass 
covering more than 18,300 square feet of 
the dome’s surface. Its completion marks 
the final step in finishing the work of the 
Upper Church that began in 1955.

The dome was dedicated, fittingly, on the 
feast of the Immaculate Conception, re-
flecting the basilica’s namesake. The dedi-
cation Mass was celebrated by Washington 
Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl and Cardinal 
Kevin J. Farrell, prefect of the Vatican’s 
Dicastery for Laity, the Family and Life, 
who was named by Pope Francis to be his 
special envoy at the dedication Mass.

Other cardinals concelebrating the 
Mass included Cardinals Theodore E. Mc-
Carrick, retired archbishop of Washing-
ton and Justin Rigali, retired archbishop 
of Philadelphia, along with Cardinal 
Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, 
president of the U.S. Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops. They were joined by more 
than two dozen bishops and 90 priests.

Cardinal Wuerl pointed out in his hom-
ily that the mosaic tiles in the dome are 
symbolic of the living body of Christ regu-

‘Crowning jewel’ of national shrine dedicated

larly filling the pews of the shrine and 
reflecting the church’s diversity.

He urged the congregation of families, 
women religious, students and people of all 
ages and ethnic backgrounds who filled the 
pews, the side chapels and stood in the back 
at the dedication Mass to always look to this 
“great majestic dome mindful of our prayer 
to Mary” and ask for her intercession.

He said Mary is the model of “what our 
faith should be” because she believed that 
nothing was impossible with God.

The cardinal said he remembered com-
ing to the shrine when he was a student at 
The Catholic University of America in the 
1960s when the walls were simply brick 
except for the mosaic image of the Risen 
Christ at the front of the church.

He also noted that the completion of the 
dome finishes a work that began nearly 
100 years ago when the shrine’s corner-
stone was placed in 1920.

“YOUR GIFT TO THE BLESSED MOTHER”
As construction began on the National 

Shrine, as it was then called, Catholics 
across the country were invited to con-
tribute however they could. Some donated 
pieces of gold jewelry and even precious 
stones, the cardinal said, which were 
fashioned into what came to be known as 
the “first chalice of the National Shrine” 
and was used at the Dec. 8 mosaic dedica-
tion.

At the end of the dedication Mass, 
Msgr. Rossi thanked the artists and 
workers, some of whom were seated at 
the front of the church, for their work on 
the mosaic, which was done in Italy and 
shipped in 30,000 sections weighing 
24 tons. He pointed out that no one was 
injured and no damages occurred in the 
installation.

He also thanked the many donors who 
contributed to the dome work and gave to 
the shrine’s one-time national collection 
for the project on Mother’s Day.

“This crowning jewel of Mary’s shrine is 
really your work, your gift to the Blessed 
Mother,” he said.

Mosaic tiles 
depicting the 
Immaculate 
Conception 
and various 
saints are seen 
in the Trinity 
Dome at the 
Basilica of 
the National 
Shrine of the 
Immaculate 
Conception in 
Washington. 
The mosaic 
was dedicated 
Dec. 8. cns/Tyler 
Orsburn

The Most 
Holy Trinity 
is depicted 
in mosaic 
tiles in the 
Trinity 
Dome. cns/
Tyler Orsburn

Trinity Dome 
Mosaic contains
14 million pieces

While Christmas falling on a Monday 
has a lot of Catholics talking about Mass 
schedules (see story, page 10), the fact that 
Dec. 31 is a Sunday has affected the publi-
cation schedule of The Catholic Post.

The diocesan newspaper, dated on 
Sundays, publishes 26 issues per year. An 
edition on Dec. 31 would be a 27th one for 
2017.  We wouldn’t mind producing a bo-
nus issue, but there are postal regulations 
and holiday schedules to consider.

The next issue of The Catholic Post, 
therefore, will be dated Jan. 7, 2018. 

This would be an ideal time to join the 
nearly 4,000 followers of The Catholic 
Post on Facebook. As always, break-
ing news between print deadlines will 
be announced on our Facebook site and 
published at thecatholicpost.com. 

Among the news stories anticipated in 
the coming days and weeks is a ruling 
from the Supreme Court of the State of 
New York’s First Judicial Department 
on the case involving the transfer of the 
remains of Venerable Archbishop Fulton 
J. Sheen. Also, parishioners of St. Mary, 
Canton, return to their church on Sunday 
— 13 months after it was damaged in that 
city’s downtown natural gas explosion. 
(See story, page 19).

Thanks for your understanding, 
and Merry Christmas from our staff!               
— Thomas J. Dermody, editor

This is the final
‘Post’ of 2017;
updates online
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By Jennifer Willems
of The caTholic PosT

LA SALLE — There wasn’t a mirror ball 
trophy in sight, but Father Jacob Rose 
and Darcy Mollo came away from “Dance 
Dance Dance for Charity” Dec. 10 with a 
much better prize.

As the champions of the dance competi-
tion sponsored by OmniArts in Starved 
Rock Country, they will receive $1,500 for 
the arts programs at Peru Catholic School 
in Peru and St. Michael the Archangel 
School in Streator. In addition, the arts or-
ganization will award $500 to each of the 
schools represented in the competition.

“I think it was great fun, and money 
and time well spent,” said Father Rose, 
pastor of St. Joseph Parish and Peru 
Catholic School. “Arts are always impor-
tant in our schools and we teach our kids 
that way. It’s wonderful formation.”

“It was so much fun participating and 
then to win on top of it was really great,” 
Mollo told The Catholic Post. The fine arts 
teacher at the Streator school and a first 
grade aide there, she added, “The schools 
are going to benefit and that’s the most 
important thing.”

The Peru priest and Streator teacher 
were one of six teams that took to the 
dance floor at Senica’s Oak Ridge Golf 
Club. There were supposed to be seven, 

Even Len would have given this pair a ‘10’
Pastor, teacher dance
in La Salle and school
arts programs also win

but one couple withdrew from the contest 
due to illness.

DefiniTiOn Of sHOWmAnsHiP
Each team was asked to prepare two 

dances — one assigned by OmniArts and 
one freestyle. The dance chosen for Fa-
ther Rose and Mollo was the Jive, which 
they performed to “Shake a Tail Feather” 
from “The Blues Brothers” soundtrack. 
They dressed the part, wearing the black 
suits and hats of the two main charac-

ters, Jake and Elwood Blues.
For their freestyle dance in the sec-

ond round, Father Rose wore his cas-
sock and Mollo donned a “habit” for an 
upbeat number performed to the setting 
of “Hail, Holy Queen” from the “Sister 
Act” soundtrack. This performance also 
included a segment of Walk the Moon’s 
“Shut Up and Dance.”

“This defines show-
manship. You guys 
really rocked it,” said 
judge Maggie Frost, a 
local radio personality 
and longtime theater 
director. “I have to tell 
you, next Sunday I’m 
leaving St. Val’s be-
cause something’s go-
ing on at St. Joseph.”

St. Valentine Church 
is also located in Peru.

“It’s so nice to see 
two people have so 
much fun,” fellow judge 
Patty Gray, a profes-
sional dancer and cho-
reographer, told Mollo 
and Father Rose.

They received perfect scores (a 10 from 
each judge) for both dances. While the 
judges’ scores were logged in case of a 
tie, the votes that counted came from the 
audience members and school communi-
ties with $1 equal to one vote.

Father Rose and Mollo received more 
than 3,000 votes.

OUTsiDe COmfOrT ZOne
The priest and the teacher discovered 

an artistic kinship over the spring musi-

cals at St. Michael the Archangel School 
while he was the parochial vicar there 
from 2013 to this year. Under Mollo’s 
direction, Father Rose played Daddy 
Warbucks in “Annie”; Beast in “Beauty 
and the Beast”; and Professor Marvel/The 
Wizard in “The Wizard of Oz.”

The Streator school was able to produce 
the musicals with grants from OmniArts, 

which allowed them to 
obtain the rights to the 
shows and get the pre-
recorded music needed 
since St. Michael 
School doesn’t have a 
band. “It’s pricey, so 
OmniArts’ help is ter-
rific,” Mollo said.

In the last six years, 
OmniArts has donated 
more than $80,000 to 
local schools and other 
arts organizations “to 
keep the arts alive.”

Amy Perona, prin-
cipal at Peru Catholic, 
said the prize money 
will help them contin-
ue to stage the fine arts 

festival started there two years ago.
While he was hesitant to accept the 

invitation to participate in “Dance 
Dance Dance for Charity” at first, Father 
Rose said he decided to step outside his 
comfort zone as a pastor since he was 
asking his parishioners to do the same as 
disciples of Jesus Christ.

“Our Lord invites us to get out of the 
boat and follow him,” he said. “Sometimes 
that means doing things that are maybe a 
little out of the box.”

The judges at “Dance Dance Dance 
for Charity” said the pair defined 
showmanship, adding, “It’s nice to 
see two people have so much fun.” 
The catholic Post/Jennifer Willems

The judges at “Dance Dance Dance for Charity” said they were 
looking for fun and showmanship from the six teams competing 
Dec. 10, and Darcy Mollo and Father Jacob Rose delivered with 
their Jive (left), performed to “Shake a Tail Feather” from “The 
Blues Brothers” soundtrack. Above, the dancing pair took a 
page from “Sister Act,” demonstrating fancy footwork to an up-
beat setting of “Hail, Holy Queen.” Both performances earned 
perfect scores from the judges. The catholic Post/Jennifer Willems

After being named the champions of 
“Dance Dance Dance for Charity,” Father 
Jacob Rose, pastor of St. Joseph Par-
ish and Peru Catholic School in Peru, 
and Darcy Mollo, fine arts teacher at St. 
Michael the Archangel School in Streator, 
pose for a photo with judge Patty Gray. The 
catholic Post/Jennifer Willems

obtain the rights to the 
shows and get the pre-
recorded music needed 
since St. Michael 
School doesn’t have a 
band. “It’s pricey, so 
OmniArts’ help is ter-
rific,” Mollo said.

OmniArts has donated 
more than $80,000 to 
local schools and other 
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By Jennifer Willems
of The caTholic PosT

Father Gary Caster and Father Timothy 
Sauppé are celebrating the 25th anniver-
sary of their ordination to the priesthood 
with Masses and social gatherings this 
weekend.

Father Caster, who has served as the 
Catholic chaplain at Williams College 
in Williamstown, Massachusetts, since 
2007, will celebrate the 7, 8:30 and 11 
a.m. Masses this Sunday, Dec. 17, at St. 
Patrick in Washington. A reception will 
be held after each liturgy.

Father Sauppé will be honored at a par-
ish gathering following the 4 p.m. Mass 
on Dec. 16 at St. Mary in Westville, where 
he is pastor. He is also the spiritual leader 
for St. Isaac Jogues in Georgetown.

They were ordained on Dec. 19, 1992, by 
Bishop (now Archbishop) John J. Myers at 
St. Pius X Church in Rock Island, where 
they had ministered during their priestly 
formation. It was the first ordination for 
diocesan priests to take place outside St. 
Mary’s Cathedral in Peoria.

Eleven other men — Father Michael J. 
Driscoll, Father Glenn J. Fontana, Father 
William M. Gardner, Father Glenn H. 
Harris, Father Gregory J. Jozefiak, Father 
James E. King, Father Edward S. Kopec, 
Msgr. Timothy Nolan, Father Edward 
U. Ohm, Msgr. Richard R. Soseman and 
Father Binh K. Tran — had been ordained 
by Bishop Myers on May 23, 1992, at the 
cathedral. It was the largest group to be or-
dained for the Diocese of Peoria in 35 years.

These 11 priests were featured in 
Jubilarians 2017, a special section of The 
Catholic Post published as part of the May 
21 issue.

Father Caster and Father Sauppé asked 
to be featured closer to their ordination 
date and brief profiles for each follow.

fATHer CAsTer
“I have the best life of anybody I know,” 

Father Caster said as he talked about his 
25 years of priestly ministry. “I have a life 
that is so undeserved.”

Speaking warmly about the “amaz-
ing people” of the Diocese of Peoria, he 
added, “God continues to spoil me.”

Born in Lynwood, California, Father 
Caster said he knew he wanted to be a 
priest after a profound encounter with 
Jesus when he was 9. “Part of that ex-
perience of meeting Christ was that he 
wanted me to serve him as a priest,” he 
told The Catholic Post.

He applied to be a seminarian when 
he was a senior in high school, only to be 
denied. Confused, he went on to earn a 
degree in philosophy and French from the 
University of Southern California and got 
a good job, but the desire to be a priest 
never went away.

Fr. Caster, Fr. Sauppé ordained 25 years ago
Father Caster moved to Europe and 

visited many approved Marian appari-
tion sites to ask Our Lady if she would 

“nag” her 
Son to let 
him know 
what 
he was 
supposed 
to do 
with his 
life. One 
day in 
Germany, 
he had 
another 
profound 
experi-
ence of 
Jesus and 
learned 

what he needed to know. He returned to 
the United States and two days later was 
accepted as a seminarian for the Diocese 
of Orange in California.

Sent to The Catholic University of 
America for advanced studies in philoso-
phy, he met some seminarians from the 
Diocese of Peoria and said, “I liked that 
these guys were in a program that had a 
definite vision of priestly life and priestly 
service. That was attractive to me.”

After visiting Peoria, making a retreat 
with the seminarians and then serving 
at St. Paul in Danville, he told Bishop 
Edward W. O’Rourke, “This is where I’m 
supposed to be.”

He completed his studies for the priest-
hood at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in 
Emmitsburg, Maryland, where he earned 
master’s degrees in divinity and church 
history.

Father Caster served briefly at St. Pat-
rick in Washington before being named 
chaplain at Peoria Notre Dame High 
School. He added chaplaincy at St. Joseph 
Newman Center at Bradley University in 
1994. He would also minister at the St. 
Robert Bellarmine Newman Center at 
Illinois State University in Normal.

He assisted Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, 
CSC, with special projects, then returned 
to the Washington parish and helped at 
St. Luke in Eureka in 2006.

In addition to working with students 
of all faiths at Williams College, Father 
Caster gives parish missions and has 
authored six books: “Mary, In Her Own 
Words: The Mother of God in Scripture,” 
“The Little Way of Lent,” “The Little Way 
of Advent,” “Joseph, the Man Who Raised 
Jesus,” and “Inspired: The Powerful Pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit.” The sixth, which 
will be published by Servant Press in 
2018, is “Just Let Him Love You.”

Another satisfying aspect of his min-
istry has been the opportunity to work 
with Mother Teresa and the Missionaries 

of Charity at various points in his life. He 
takes the college students to one of the 
community’s homes in the Washington, 
D.C., area to give them an opportunity to 
serve, too.

Mail for Father Caster may be sent to 
him at Williams College, 39 Chapin Hall 
Drive, Williamstown, MA 01267.

fATHer sAUPPÉ
Like Father Caster, Father Sauppé made 

his way to the Diocese of Peoria through 
his interaction with seminarians from 
central Illinois while he was studying in 
Washington, D.C.

Born in Milwaukee, Father Sauppé 
earned a degree in business administra-
tion from Cleveland State University in 
Cleveland, Ohio. Thinking there must be 
more to life, however, he found himself 
seriously considering the priesthood and 
asked the Lord, “If you’re calling me to 
the priesthood let me know now and not 
30 years from now.”

“I had to give the Lord a good shot, the 
first chance,” he told The Post.

He entered the Discalced Carmelite 
community at Holy Hill, Wisconsin, in 
1982. After completing postulancy and 
the novitiate, he began his studies at the 
Dominican House of Studies in Washing-
ton, D.C., in 1984, earning a bachelor’s 
degree in sacred theology and a master’s 
of divinity degree.

Father Sauppé left the Carmelite com-
munity in 1989, but continued his studies 
for a license in sacred theology at the 
Pope John Paul II Institute for Marriage 
and Family, also in the nation’s capital.

When the Diocese of Peoria kept com-
ing up in prayer, he applied to Father 
(now Msgr.) Steven Rohlfs, the vocation 
director, to be accepted as a seminarian. 
He was sent to St. Pius X in Rock Island 
for pastoral experience in 1991, and was 
ordained a transitional deacon in August 
1992.

He has served as parochial vicar in 
Monmouth, Oquawka, Raritan, and 
Rock Island, and chaplain at Alleman 

High School, also in Rock Island. He was 
named pastor at Sacred Heart in An-
nawan and St. Mary in Hooppole in 1997, 

adding St. 
Patrick 
in Shef-
field in 
2004. He 
has been 
pastor in 
Westville 
since 
2008 and 
George-
town 
since 
2013.
What has 

given him 
the most 
joy in his 

priesthood is defending and teaching the 
Catholic faith. Happiest moments include 
celebrating marriages.

Father Sauppé said people may not 
realize it, but priestly ministry is different 
every day.

“In one day you could be anointing a 
dying woman in the morning, hearing a 
confession of a young father in the after-
noon, and teaching RCIA in the evening,” 
he explained.

A staunch respect life advocate, Father 
Sauppé has also become outspoken on the 
subject of light pollution and its effects on 
wildlife and plant life, as well as human 
beings. A recent study showed that this is 
growing by as much as 2 percent a year.

“If we don’t stop, our children and 
grandchildren won’t be able to see the 
Milky Way. They won’t be able to see the 
glory of God in the heavens,” he said. 
“This is so simple. We can fix it if we just 
make a concerted effort.”

Father Sauppé is open to giving talks 
on the subject. For more information, call 
him at (217) 267-3334.

Mail for Father Sauppé may be sent to 
him at St. Mary Church, 231 N. State St., 
Westville, IL 61883.

Father Gary Caster Father Timothy Sauppé



Pope’s ally to lead
Mexico City Archdiocese

MEXICO CITY (CNS) — Pope 
Francis picked a longtime ally to 
lead the world’s largest archdio-
cese, where many professing the 

Catholic faith have 
fallen way from 
the church and 
senior clergy have 
failed to influence 
many changes in 
social policy.

Cardinal Carlos 
Aguiar Retes of 

Tlalnepantla was named arch-
bishop of Mexico City Dec. 7. He 
succeeds Cardinal Norberto Ri-
vera Carrera, who submitted his 
resignation June 4 upon turning 
75, as required by canon law. 

In 2007, Cardinal Aguiar col-
laborated with then-Cardinal 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio of Buenos 
Aires — who would become Pope 
Francis — in writing a docu-
ment on evangelization in the 
Americas for the Latin American 
and Caribbean bishops. The 
document, which became known 
as the Aparecida document for 
the city in Brazil in which it was 
written, calls for Catholics to 
prioritize reaching people on 
the peripheries of society. It has 
become a guide of sorts for the 
current papacy.

. . . while Nanterre bishop 
will head Paris Archdiocese

PARIS (CNS) — Pope Francis 
has named Bishop Michel Au-
petit of Nanterre as archbishop 
of Paris, succeeding Cardinal 
Andre Vingt-Trois, who turned 
75 in November.

Archbishop 
Aupetit, whose 
diocese was west 
of Paris, was 
often named as a 
potential successor 
to Cardinal Vingt-
Trois, who headed 
the Paris Archdio-
cese for more than 12 years.

Archbishop Aupetit, 66, was 
a doctor for 11 years before con-
sidering priesthood. He said he 
once dreamed of being a “travel-
ing missionary.”

He was ordained an auxiliary 
bishop in Paris in 2013, before 
being appointed to Nanterre the 
following year. In March 2017, he 
became president of the Fam-
ily and Society Council of the 
French bishops’ conference.

6   | around the world                                             the CAtholiC Post sunday, december 17, 2017 —                                                                                                                                                                                                                 thecatholicpost.com 
 

Jim Carlson

4111 N. Prospect
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VATICAN CITY (CNS) — As on 
every papal trip, Pope Francis’ 
visit to Myanmar and Bangla-
desh included a mix of meetings 
with government officials and 
events focused firmly on the na-
tions’ Catholic communities.

The political implications of 
his Nov. 27-30 stay in Myanmar 
and his Nov. 30-Dec. 2 stop in 
Bangladesh grabbed the head-
lines mainly because of the 
situation of the Rohingya people, 
a Muslim minority being pushed 
from Myanmar’s Rakhine state 
and seeking refuge in Bangla-
desh.

But the political and pastoral 
sides of his trip were interwo-
ven, including his attention to 
the Rohingya and his defense of 
their rights.

Meeting Rohingya refugees 
at the end of an interreligious 
gathering in Dhaka, Bangladesh, 
Dec. 1, Pope Francis said each 
human being is created in God’s 
image and likeness. “Today, the 
presence of God is also called 
‘Rohingya,’” he said after listen-
ing to each of the 16 refugees 
briefly tell their stories.

“They, too, are images of the 
living God,” Pope Francis told 
Christian, Muslim, Buddhist and 
Hindu leaders. “Let’s not close 
our hearts. Let’s not look away.”

SMall CatholIC CoMMunItIeS
The Catholic communities in 

both Myanmar and Bangladesh 
are very small; Catholics make 
up slightly more than 1 percent of 
the population in Myanmar and 
only a quarter of 1 percent of the 
population in Bangladesh. Yet, in 
both countries, the influence of 
the church is disproportionately 
large because of the contribu-
tions of Catholic schools, hospi-
tals and other activities.

In Myanmar, the majority of 

Pope Francis greets a young Rohingya refugee from Myanmar dur-
ing a Dec. 1 interreligious and ecumenical meeting for peace in the 
garden of the archbishop’s residence in Dhaka, Bangladesh. cns/reuters

In Myanmar and Bangladesh, pope 
calls for dialogue, respect for all

people are Buddhist and in Ban-
gladesh the majority are Muslim. 
On the return flight to Rome 
Dec. 2, Pope Francis was asked 
about how a Catholic should 
balance a commitment to inter-
religious dialogue and a commit-
ment to evangelization with the 
hope of welcoming converts into 
the church.

The key, the pope said, always 
is witness. It is not a Christian’s 
job to try to persuade someone 
to become Christian. That is the 
Holy Spirit’s job, he said, but in-
dividuals must prepare the way 
by offering a living witness of 
what it means to be Christian.

The main ingredients of wit-
ness, he said, are living accord-
ing to “the Beatitudes, giving 
testimony to Matthew 25 (feed-
ing the hungry, welcoming the 
stranger, visiting the sick), the 
Good Samaritan and forgiving 
70 times seven.”

MeetS relIGIouS leaderS
The pope met privately with a 

varied group of religious leaders 
in Myanmar before holding a 
formal meeting with leaders of 

the nation’s Buddhist commu-
nity Nov. 29.

Quoting Buddha and a prayer 
attributed to St. Francis of 
Assisi, the pope insisted that 
in a land where the powerfully 
bonded pairing of religion and 
ethnicity have been used to 
prolong conflict, it was time for 
religious leaders to reclaim the 
greatest values and virtues of 
their faith traditions.

Pope Francis also held separate 
meetings in both countries with 
the nation’s bishops. In Myanmar, 
he told the bishops that the idea 
that differences are a threat to 
peaceful coexistence is an exam-
ple of an “ideological colonization” 
sweeping the world and trying to 
make everyone the same.

MaSSeS In MYanMar
Before leaving the country, he 

celebrated Mass Nov. 30 with 
thousands of young people from 
throughout Myanmar. He told 
them to be messengers of the 
Good News of God’s love and 
mercy.

“As messengers of this good 
news, you are ready to bring a 

word of hope to the church, to 
your own country, and to the 
wider world.” he said. “You are 
ready to bring good news to your 
suffering brothers and sisters 
who need your prayers and your 
solidarity, but also your enthusi-
asm for human rights, for justice 
and for the growth of that love 
and peace which Jesus brings.”

Witness was also the theme 
he highlighted at a large Mass 
in a park in Yangon, Myanmar’s 
capital.

“I know that many in Myan-
mar bear the wounds of violence, 
wounds both visible and invis-
ible,” the pope said in his homily. 
The temptation is to think that 
“healing can come from anger 
and revenge. Yet the way of re-
venge is not the way of Jesus.”

Pope Francis prayed that 
Catholics in Myanmar would “be 
faithful witnesses of the rec-
onciliation and peace that God 
wants to reign in every human 
heart and in every community.”

ordaInS 16 In BanGladeSh
In Bangladesh, his only public 

Mass was celebrated Dec. 1 and 
included the ordination of 16 
priests, who came from different 
dioceses and religious orders. 
He read the prescribed homily 
from the rite of ordination, but 
then spoke off the cuff to thank 
the thousands of people who 
had traveled far for the Mass. He 
also encouraged them to pray for 
their priests.

The next day, before leaving 
Bangladesh, he met with priests, 
religious and seminarians at 
Holy Rosary Church in Dhaka. 
He told them the harmony, 
mutual respect and peace that 
should reign in relations between 
members of different religions 
must first be found between 
members of the Catholic Church.

In brief—

Cardinal retes

Bishop aupetit
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Principal Opening 
 
Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic School (grades pre-k - 8) in 
Collinsville, IL, is seeking applicants for the position of 
Principal.  Applicants should possess a Master’s Degree in 
Educational Administration and have a minimum of five 
years of classroom teaching experience. Administration 
experience is preferred.  

For more information and to apply visit saintspeter-
paul.org/ss-peter-paul-school-principal-opportunity/ 

Application deadline is January 31, 2018. 

Ê

Principal Opening:
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic School (grades pre-k-8) in Collinsville, 
IL, is seeking applicants for the position of Principal. Applicants 
should possess a Master’s Degree in Educational Administration 
and have a minimum of five years of classroom teaching experi-
ence. Administration experience is preferred.

For more information and to apply visit saintspeter-paul.org/ss-
peter-paul-school-principal-opportunity/
Application deadline is January 31, 2018.

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (CNS) 
— What Chicago Cardinal Blase 
J. Cupich learned in visiting and 
talking to the people of Puerto 
Rico Dec. 3-6 is that “there’s a lot 
of work to do, a lot of people suf-
fering” nearly three months after 
Hurricane Maria devastated the 
island.

In a pastoral visit made on be-
half of Pope Francis, the cardinal 
traveled throughout Puerto Rico, 
meeting with its bishops, priests 
and laypeople.

The pope had sent the cardinal 
to the hurricane-battered island to 
make a visit before Christmas to 
express his deep concern for the 
people and reach out in solidar-
ity on his behalf to those who are 
suffering.

Cardinal Cupich, who also is 
chancellor of Catholic Extension, 
tapped the Chicago-based papal 
society to assist with his trip.

Making more than a dozen 
stops, the group visited a variety 
of people and places, including 
the motherhouse of missionary 
sisters, an orphanage, and numer-
ous parishes and chapels. They 
met with the bishops, with scores 
of pastors, lay leaders and deacons 
serving the poor.

Catholic Extension has a long 
history of working with the six 
dioceses of Puerto Rico, provid-
ing about $1 million annually to 
support church construction and 
ministry. Since its first assistance 
to the island in 1908, Catholic 
Extension’s most notable contri-
bution to Puerto Rico has been its 
support for the construction and 
repair of 1,400 church buildings. 

This year, Catholic Extension 
provided an additional $400,000 
in immediate support following 
the hurricanes and is currently 
fundraising to further help the 
Puerto Rican church with its post-
hurricane rebuilding efforts. 

MISERY 3 MONTHS AFTER STORM
As the group traveled through-

out the island, the pain and mis-
ery caused by Hurricane Maria 
were still on full display.

Once-bustling town centers and 
business districts were shuttered 
in cities large and small, signal-
ing a massive loss of income and 
livelihood. Collapsed buildings, 
flooded homes, and roofless 
structures abounded. There were 

Chicago cardinal makes pastoral 
visit to suffering Puerto Rico

barely any stoplights in opera-
tion, forcing drivers to engage in a 
white-knuckle game of “chicken” 
at nearly every intersection, which 
snarled traffic.

Throughout the island, many 
power lines were still down, usu-
ally tangled like spaghetti next to 
thick wood, and concrete poles 
that were snapped like twigs in 
Maria’s ferocious winds.

More than anything, the group 
noticed the darkness after sun-
set. With so many still without 
electricity, some of the only lights 
piercing the darkness were from 
households that could afford the 
large expense of running a power 
generator at night.

Cardinal Cupich said that 
many people have the capacity to 
be resilient, but that in a special 
way the Puerto Rican Catholic 
community is “resilient with 
joy and happiness, and that is 
something that I am witnessing 
on this trip.”

“These are fellow Americans,” 
Cardinal Cupich continued. “Let’s 
not forget that, these are country-
men and we need as a nation to 
rally around the people who are 
suffering.”

EDITOR’S NOTE: Catholic Extension 
is raising funds to support the 
Catholic Church in Puerto Rico at 
catholicextension.org/PuertoRico.

Cardinal Blase 
J. Cupich of Chi-
cago is greeted 
by a community 
group Dec. 5 in 
Punta Santiago, 
Puerto Rico. The 
cardinal was 
on a pastoral 
visit to Puerto 
Rico Dec. 3-6 on 
behalf of Pope 
Francis. cns

WASHINGTON (CNS) — In a 
new letter to members of Congress, 
Bishop Frank J. Dewane of Venice, 
Florida, outlined a sweeping 
package of changes in pending tax 
reform legislation to ensure the 
final bill is “morally acceptable.”

Bishop Dewane, chairman of 
the U.S. bishops’ Committee on 
Domestic Justice and Human 
Development, also addressed posi-
tive aspects of the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act, which members of both 
houses of Congress continued to 
hash out to reconcile their respec-
tive measures for a final bill.

A vote on a final version was 
expected in the House of Repre-
sentatives and the Senate before 
Christmas.

Bishop Dewane in his Dec. 6 
letter reminded Congress that 
the country has long followed tax 
policy “that is good for workers, 
families who welcome life, families 
who are struggling to reach — or 
stay in — the middle class, and the 
very poor, (and) has been part of 
our tax code for years.”

“Any modification to these 

Seek ‘morally acceptable’
tax reform legislation

important priorities of our nation 
should only be made with a clear 
understanding and concern for the 
people who may least be able to 
bear the negative consequences of 
new policy. For the sake of all peo-
ple — but especially those persons 
we ought, in justice, to prioritize 
— Congress should advance a final 
tax reform bill only if it meets key 
moral concerns,” he said.

The letter called for a reversal of 
the bill’s plan to gradually increase 
taxes on taxpayers in the lowest 
income brackets while maintain-
ing tax cuts for higher earners, 
including the most wealthy.

He also called for restoring the 
personal exemption, which has 
been eliminated in both chambers’ 
version of the reform pack-
age. Even with the doubling the 
standard deduction as included 
in the legislation, families with 
more than three children would be 
penalized, leaving them financially 
worse off, he said.

The full text of the letter 
can be found online at 
http://bit.ly/2BGkVPX.
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Bloomington (309) 663-4680 — Champaign (217) 398-4100
Danville (217) 446-6800 — Peoria (309) 691-3032

•Nursing Services-Adult & Pediatric
•Personal Care 
 (Bathing, Dressing, Grooming, Ambulation) 
•Medication Assistance

Visit us Online: www.rescarehomecare.com

•Respite & Companions 
•Transportation & Errands 
•Meal Preparation 
•Housekeeping

By Jennifer Willems
of The caTholic PosT

It was what he observed while playing 
the organ for liturgies at St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral in Peoria that brought Jon Kroepel 
into the Catholic Church at last year’s Eas-
ter Vigil. Now he will get to inspire others 
as the new director of sacred music there.

Kroepel succeeds Greg Etzel in the 
position, which has been reorganized to 
include his role as cathedral organist.

“It’s an honor and a privilege,” Kroepel 
said of the opportunity to serve Bishop 
Daniel R. Jenky, CSC, and assist with the 
prayer at St. Mary’s Cathedral.

One of his goals is to invite parish and 
school choirs to sing at “their cathedral.”

“It’s not my (choir) loft, it’s the bishop’s 
resident church,” Kroepel told The Catho-
lic Post. “Everyone should feel ownership 
of the cathedral. They should never feel 
that they can’t come and participate.”

Another goal is to assist in the formation 
of church musicians in the Diocese of Peoria. 
Kroepel plans to bring in clinicians to pres-
ent workshops, something the priests and 
his colleagues have expressed interest in.

Expanding the Cathedral Schola is also 
on his list. The choir sings primarily at 
the 10:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday and for 
special celebrations at the mother church 
of the diocese. Membership is open to 
people of all backgrounds, regardless of 
musical expertise, he said.

What he is looking for, first and fore-
most, is “one who loves God.”

At the same time, Kroepel said he 
would never “shut the door” to someone 
who is struggling with belief because dur-
ing this sung prayer “God may speak to 
that person’s heart.”

DioCese filleD WiTH TAlenT
“Collaboration” is a word Kroepel likes 

to use.

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Pope Francis 
has named Washington Auxiliary Bishop 
Barry C. Knestout, 55, as the 13th bishop 
of Richmond, Virginia.

He succeeds Bishop Francis X. DiLoren-
zo, who was Richmond’s bishop from 
2004 until his death in August at age 75.

The appointment was an-
nounced Dec. 5.

Bishop Knestout’s instal-
lation Mass will be celebrat-
ed Jan. 12 at the Cathedral 
of the Sacred Heart in 
Richmond.

Bishop Knestout said he 
plans to take time to visit 
and get to know the people 

of his new diocese, which covers more 
than 36,000 square miles. It is comprised 
of 74 counties in the southern three-fifths 
of Virginia. It is one of two Catholic dio-
ceses in the state; the Arlington Diocese 
covers Northern Virginia.

There are more than 222,000 Catholics 
in the Richmond Diocese, or 4 percent of 
the total population of more than 5.1 mil-
lion. It is the nation’s eighth oldest Catho-
lic diocese and was founded in 1820.

New year will bring
birthdays for 13 priests

As the new calendar year begins, 13 
priests with ties to the Diocese of Peoria 
will celebrate a new year of life. Blow-
ing out the candles on birthday cakes in 
January are:

Father Gerald Meyer (Jan. 2);
Father John Thieryoung (Jan. 6);
Father (Capt.) Edward Ohm (Jan. 9);
Father Steven Loftus (Jan. 18);
Father Ronald Dodd and Father Thomas 
Szydlik (Jan. 21);
Father Lee Brokaw (Jan. 23);
Father Donald Roszkowski (Jan. 25);
Father Tom Royer (Jan. 27);
Father Jeffrey Laible (Jan. 30);
Father Adam Cesarek, Father Raymond 
Guthrie and Father Johndamaseni Zilimu
(Jan. 31).

Cathedral’s new sacred music director
sets lofty goals, issues wide invitations

“As a director, I don’t think I need to 
have my hands in everything,” he said. “I 
don’t need to direct everything, but sort 
of guide people. I can’t be an expert in all 
areas and we have a lot of talent in the 
diocese to draw on.”

That talent includes longtime pastoral 
musician Mary Ann Fahey-Darling, who 
has been asked to develop a festival choir 
that can sing for celebrations like ordina-
tions and cathedral confirmations. She is 
currently director of sacred music at St. 
Anthony Church in Bartonville and for 
the St. Anthony Camerata Chorale.

“The bishop really likes a large choir, a 
large presence, and good, quality sing-
ing,” Kroepel said. “I know that Mary Ann 
will be able to help to establish a decent 
festival choir here.”

Kroepel has invited Jacob Cox, a mem-
ber of the Cathedral Schola, to direct the 
children’s choir, Pueri Cantores. Children 
in pre-kindergarten through first grade 
are already in rehearsals and the older 
children will start in early spring.

There are also plans to restart a chant 
school, to help people learn and appreci-
ate Gregorian chant. It’s an important 
musical form in the Catholic Church, ac-
cording to Kroepel, who said these chants 
“enrich our music.”

loVes HeArinG people sinG
Kroepel grew up in Hanna City and 

started piano lessons early on. He was in-
terested in learning to accompany choirs 
from the beginning, a desire that grew at 
Farmington Central High School.

He started playing at St. Peter’s Luther-
an Church in Glasford when he was 13.

“My earliest memory of being in church 
is hearing the organ and being drawn to 
the music of the liturgy,” he told The Post. 
“I loved hearing people sing. I loved hear-
ing the organ.”

Kroepel would go on to study with Dr. 
Sherry Seckler, former director of sacred 
music and organist at St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral.

He holds a bachelor’s degree in music 
and organ performance and a master’s 
degree in music, both from the Univer-
sity of Illinois. He also sang for various 
ensembles on campus.

Kroepel served as director of music at 
a Methodist church in South Carolina 
for nine years before returning to central 
Illinois in 2014 to be closer to family. He 
started substituting for Seckler at the 
cathedral and then was named cathedral 
organist in 2015.

As time went on, he found himself 
drawn to the Mass and Catholicism. Not 
only did he admire the care Msgr. Stanley 
Deptula, director of the Office of Divine 
Worship, put into planning the litur-
gies, but also the meaning behind each 
gesture.

When Kroepel was received into the 
Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral in 2016, a colleague 
played the organ so that he could fully 
enter into the prayer and sacraments.

He looks forward to returning the favor.
“I’m aiming to bring everyone to the 

next level, helping them to reach their 
potential,” Kroepel explained.

For more information on the Cathe-
dral Schola or attending a rehearsal, call    
Kroepel at (309) 671-1550.

“It’s not my (choir) loft, it’s the bishop’s 
resident church. Everyone should feel 
ownership of the cathedral. They should 
never feel that they can’t come and 
participate.”

 Jon Kroepel
director of sacred music at st. mary’s cathedral, Peoria

People in the diocese—

New bishop named for
Diocese of Richmond

Bishop 
Knestout

KnoW someone WiTH A sTory? The catholic Post is committed 
to sharing one in-depth story of faith in each issue on our “People” page. 
do you know someone whose life of faith inspires others? someone who 
serves others in a unique way? contact our newsroom at 1-800-340-
5630 or email cathpost@cdop.org.
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Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year

to the 
Diocese of Peoria

from the 
Knights of 

Columbus Councils 
and their Families!

Keeping Christ in Christmas!

Morton
Father John Raho

Council #4194

Rock Island
Allouez

Council #658

Philo
Father John C. Hecht 

Council #13103

Pekin
Archbishop Schlarman

Council #3507

East Moline
Leo

Council #716

Milan
St. Ambrose 

Council #12576

Macomb
Pierre Gibault
Council #682

Streator
Msgr. George A. Dzuryo

Council #790

Urbana
Urbana

Council #5752

Bloomington
Father John D. Ring

Council #574

Ottawa
Starved Rock
Council #634

Galesburg
Father Joseph O’Connor Hunt 

Council #556

Bloomington
Father Joseph Boylan, Jr.

Council #15175

Metamora
Our Lady of Sorrows

Council #3060

Rantoul
Rantoul

Council #4450

East Peoria
Msgr. E. L. Grzybowski

Council #7580

Moline
Father Bill Betson

Council #11977

Washington
Father John Menco

Council #6707

Peoria
St. Jude

Council #4333

Danville
Msgr. Charles B. Motsett

Council #754

Peoria
Spalding

Council #427

Utica
Father Marquette 
Council # 1775
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By Tom DermoDy
of The caTholic PosT

Overwhelmed by the approach of Christmas? Father Adam Cesarek 
suggests making a different kind of list during Advent to “change your 
season of stress into a season of holiness.”

“It’s hard to keep our eyes on the things that are most important as 
we prepare for Christmas,” said Father Cesarek, the featured speaker 
Dec. 4 at the Diocese of Peoria’s first “Fourth Watch” gathering of 
Catholic young adults. The debut monthly event, coordinated by the Of-
fice of Evangelization and Faith Formation, drew more than 60 persons 
in their 20s and 30s to the Spalding Pastoral Center in Peoria.

To keep the focus on Christ, 
Father Cesarek — ordained in 
2015 and parochial vicar of par-
ishes in Pontiac, Odell, Flanagan 
and Cullom — recommended 
the young adults choose from a 
list of proven daily, weekly, and 
seasonal spiritual practices.

Daily suggestions included 
taking a minute or two to offer 
your day to Jesus as the first 
thing done upon waking, and 
then making an examination of 
conscience at bedtime. Dur-
ing the day, he urged reserving 
15 minutes to spend with God 
through prayer, Scripture, or the 
reading of devotional or spiri-
tual books.

Pointing out each day can be 
divided into 96 segments of 15 
minutes, Father Cesarek said 
that devoting just one of those 
to God means offering about 1 
percent of our day. “If I can’t do 
that, there’s something drasti-
cally wrong” with our spiritual 
life, said Father Cesarek.

On a weekly basis during Ad-
vent, Father Cesarek called on 
Catholics to “do more than the 
bare minimum” by attending 
an extra Mass. He also chal-
lenged the young adults, in a 
time of year known for feasting, 
to discover the beauty of fasting 

and practice it one day a week “somehow or 
another.”

Finally, noting the penitential nature of 
Advent, he recommended the sacrament of 
reconciliation as well as Advent traditions 
such as the Jesse Tree, Christmas Novena, 
or the Advent wreath.

“THe BeST CHrISTmAS GIFT”
Father Cesarek also had a specific sugges-

tion for gift giving — have a Mass offered for 
a family member.

“It’s crazy what we try to do with buying 
presents,” said Father Cesarek. “Everybody 
that we’re buying presents for pretty much 

has everything they could possibly want and most everything they 
need.

Young adults get tips for turning Advent
from season of stress into one of holiness

“Save yourself the chaos 
and craziness. The best 
Christmas gift costs $10,” he 
told the group, referring to 
the traditional Mass stipend. 
“Tell your parish you want to 
have a Mass offered for your 
mother and father, grand-
parents, sister or brother. There’s no greater gift you can give someone 
and it is literally a gift that goes into eternity.”

Father Cesarek punctuated his presentation by showing scenes 
from popular Christmas movies such as “Elf,” “National Lampoon’s 

Christmas Vacation,” “The Santa 
Clause,” and “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas.”

“We can get caught up in just 
watching Christmas movies and 
entering into the excitement of 
the season, and that’s OK,” he 
said. “But we have to do the most 
important thing — to make sure it 
is a season of holiness.”

Father Cesarek offered the same 
encouragement that the prophet 
Isaiah, whom he called an “eternal 
optimist,” gave to Israel in a time 
of chaos 700 years before Jesus’ 
birth.

“Isaiah says ‘It’s going to be OK. 
There’s good news coming. God 
promised a savior who will come 
into the world,’” said Father Ce-
sarek, adding that Advent speaks 
the same message in the chaos we 
experience today.

NeXT GATHerING IS JAN. 4
The young adults were wel-

comed to the evening by Karley 
Bates, programs coordinator for 

the diocesan Office of Evangeli-
zation and Faith Formation. She 
explained the name “Fourth Watch” 
comes from the 14th chapter of the 
Gospel of Matthew, in which during 
the “fourth watch” of a stormy night 
in a boat the apostles saw Jesus 
walking on the water toward them. 

She said the theme is especially appropriate during Advent when the 
church calls us to “be watchful, be ready.”

Those attending received gift bags that included a booklet of “Advent 
Meditations with Fulton J. Sheen,” a Fourth Watch ornament, and a 
description of various Advent traditions.

The program’s name also calls to mind that “Fourth Watch” gather-
ings are planned on the fourth of every month. Bates announced the 
next evening will be hosted by St. Jude Parish in Peoria on Thursday 
evening, Jan. 4, and will feature a “brunch for dinner” theme with a 
waffle and coffee bar.

Saying the turnout at the first event demonstrated the importance 
and need for young adult ministry, Bates added that “we hope to see 
Fourth Watch grow not only in our community but throughout all the 
diocese.”

More information is available at sites on Facebook (@CDOPfourth-
watch) and Instagram (@PeoriaCatholic) or by emailing kbates@cdop.
org.

Father Adam Cesarek offers suggestions on how to lessen pre-Christmas 
stress by keeping the focus on Christ during Advent. He was the fea-
tured speaker at the Diocese of Peoria’s first “Fourth Watch” gathering 
on Dec. 4 that drew more than 60 young adults to the Spalding Pastoral 
Center in Peoria. The catholic Post/Tom dermody

Father Cesarek 
had a specific 
suggestion for gift 
giving — have a 
Mass offered for a 
family member. “It 
is literally a gift that 
goes into eternity.”

PEKIN — Children living in poverty in Haiti, Guatemala, Nicaragua 
and the Dominican Republic will have a brighter Christmas, thanks 
to the 180 students at St. Joseph School in Pekin.

Led by the eighth grade confirmation class, the students prepared 
77 gift boxes as part of the Box of Joy Ministry of Cross Catholic 
Outreach. Filled with small toys, bar soap, pencils, a toothbrush, 
toothpaste, hard candy, crayons, coloring books or t-shirts, the boxes 
were taken to St. Joseph Church in Brimfield last month, which vol-
unteered to be designated as a drop-off site for the 2017 campaign.

“The children enjoyed the role of being ‘angels,’” said Joan Moore, 
the seventh grade homeroom teacher at the Pekin school and project 
leader for Box of Joy there. “They loved that they could choose the age 
group and whether it would be a boy or a girl who would receive their 
present.”

She said that when they watched the video by Cross Catholic Out-
reach they were deeply moved when they saw the “bright, beautiful 
smiles” of the children as they opened the Boxes of Joy they received.

“The smile on the face of a child is priceless when you see them 
experience something that is their own for the very first time. We are 
grateful to everyone who became a ‘special angel’ to a child this year,” 
Moore said. “We know that we can never outdo God in generosity, so 
I’m confident that all your compassion, for a child in need, will come 
back to you a hundredfold from God.”

Cross Catholic Outreach’s Box of Joy is in its fourth year. The first 
year the organization collected 2,693 boxes and last year received 
31,712 boxes, and continues to surpass its goals.

Members of the eighth grade confirmation class at St. Joseph School 
in Pekin are shown with Box of Joy packages they prepared for chil-
dren living in poverty. Provided photo

St. Joseph School, Pekin
donates 77 Boxes of Joy

By CArol ZImmermANN
caTholic news service

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Although Christmas this year is the day 
after the fourth Sunday of Advent, Catholics looking to count a Sunday 
evening Mass Dec. 24 for both that Sunday obligation and Monday’s 
Christmas Mass obligation will have to think again.

The U.S. bishops already saw this coming at the beginning of the year 
and said Catholics should attend separate Masses for the two days.

A newsletter issued in February by the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ Committee on Divine Worship noted that a “two-for-one” Mass 
cannot occur in the very rare circumstances when two of the six holy 
days of obligation — the feast of the Immaculate Conception or Christ-
mas — fall the day before or after Sunday.

“When consecutive obligations occur on Saturday-Sunday or Sunday-
Monday, the faithful must attend Mass twice to fulfill two separate 
obligations,” the committee said.

oBlIGATIoN lIFTeD For JAN. 1
The reason Catholics might consider the idea of 

receiving dispensation from a Monday Mass likely 
stems from the U.S. bishops’ vote in 1991 to lift the 
obligation to attend Mass on holy days of obligation 
that fall on Saturdays or Mondays. But that vote 
was only for three of the six holy days: the feast of 
Mary, Mother of God, Jan. 1; the feast of the As-
sumption, Aug. 15; and the feast of All Saints, Nov. 
1.

A week after Christmas, Jan. 1, 2018, also falls on 
a Monday, but is not a holy day of obligation.

But Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, CSC, hopes the faithful of the Diocese 
of Peoria will still make Mass a priority on the Solemnity of Mary, the 
Mother of God.
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a lighting 
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Mass confusion as Christmas falls
on Monday, but no ‘two-for-ones’

“I encourage all Catholics to give proper honor to our Most Blessed 
Mother and to God’s Mercy at the beginning of the New Year,” Bishop 
Jenky wrote in the calendar listing of his 2017 Festival Letter.

The U.S. bishops’ divine worship committee agrees, hoping that 
Catholics would want to go to Mass two days in a row, saying: “It would 
be hoped, of course, that Catholics foster a love for the sacred liturgy and 
hold a desire to celebrate the holy days as fully as is reasonably possible.”

The bishops’ committee also has looked ahead to when this will hap-
pen again. In the next 12 years, Christmas will fall either on a Saturday 
or a Monday four times and the feast of the Immaculate Conception, 
Dec. 8, will fall on either of those days three times.

BUSy TImeS AT PArISHeS
Paulist Father Larry Rice, director of the University Catholic Center at 

the University of Texas at Austin, said he hasn’t heard anyone ask about 
a dispensation for the Christmas liturgy, but he suspects some will try to 

combine the Sunday and Monday Masses. They also 
might go to the Saturday evening vigil for Sunday 
and the Sunday vigil for Christmas, which is OK. 

He said the big challenge for parishes this year 
will be decorating for Christmas liturgies, espe-
cially parishes with afternoon Masses on Sunday 
that will only have a few hours to “turn the church 
over from Advent to Christmas.” Another chal-
lenge will be getting volunteers to help set up 
churches for Christmas Eve.

Some parishes are moving up the time of their 
Sunday Masses on the fourth Sunday of Advent to 
accommodate the quick turnaround.

Father Rice told Catholic News Service the rare 
event of a Monday Christmas “sounds to me like an opportunity to 
simplify, although Christmas isn’t generally a time people are looking for 
that.”

A big challenge for parishes 
this year will be decorating for 
Christmas liturgies, especially 
parishes with afternoon Masses 
on Sunday that will only have 
a few hours to turn the church 
over from Advent to Christmas.
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Overwhelmed by the approach of Christmas? Father Adam Cesarek 
suggests making a different kind of list during Advent to “change your 
season of stress into a season of holiness.”

“It’s hard to keep our eyes on the things that are most important as 
we prepare for Christmas,” said Father Cesarek, the featured speaker 
Dec. 4 at the Diocese of Peoria’s first “Fourth Watch” gathering of 
Catholic young adults. The debut monthly event, coordinated by the Of-
fice of Evangelization and Faith Formation, drew more than 60 persons 
in their 20s and 30s to the Spalding Pastoral Center in Peoria.

To keep the focus on Christ, 
Father Cesarek — ordained in 
2015 and parochial vicar of par-
ishes in Pontiac, Odell, Flanagan 
and Cullom — recommended 
the young adults choose from a 
list of proven daily, weekly, and 
seasonal spiritual practices.

Daily suggestions included 
taking a minute or two to offer 
your day to Jesus as the first 
thing done upon waking, and 
then making an examination of 
conscience at bedtime. Dur-
ing the day, he urged reserving 
15 minutes to spend with God 
through prayer, Scripture, or the 
reading of devotional or spiri-
tual books.

Pointing out each day can be 
divided into 96 segments of 15 
minutes, Father Cesarek said 
that devoting just one of those 
to God means offering about 1 
percent of our day. “If I can’t do 
that, there’s something drasti-
cally wrong” with our spiritual 
life, said Father Cesarek.

On a weekly basis during Ad-
vent, Father Cesarek called on 
Catholics to “do more than the 
bare minimum” by attending 
an extra Mass. He also chal-
lenged the young adults, in a 
time of year known for feasting, 
to discover the beauty of fasting 

and practice it one day a week “somehow or 
another.”

Finally, noting the penitential nature of 
Advent, he recommended the sacrament of 
reconciliation as well as Advent traditions 
such as the Jesse Tree, Christmas Novena, 
or the Advent wreath.

“THe BeST CHrISTmAS GIFT”
Father Cesarek also had a specific sugges-

tion for gift giving — have a Mass offered for 
a family member.

“It’s crazy what we try to do with buying 
presents,” said Father Cesarek. “Everybody 
that we’re buying presents for pretty much 

has everything they could possibly want and most everything they 
need.

Young adults get tips for turning Advent
from season of stress into one of holiness

“Save yourself the chaos 
and craziness. The best 
Christmas gift costs $10,” he 
told the group, referring to 
the traditional Mass stipend. 
“Tell your parish you want to 
have a Mass offered for your 
mother and father, grand-
parents, sister or brother. There’s no greater gift you can give someone 
and it is literally a gift that goes into eternity.”

Father Cesarek punctuated his presentation by showing scenes 
from popular Christmas movies such as “Elf,” “National Lampoon’s 

Christmas Vacation,” “The Santa 
Clause,” and “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas.”

“We can get caught up in just 
watching Christmas movies and 
entering into the excitement of 
the season, and that’s OK,” he 
said. “But we have to do the most 
important thing — to make sure it 
is a season of holiness.”

Father Cesarek offered the same 
encouragement that the prophet 
Isaiah, whom he called an “eternal 
optimist,” gave to Israel in a time 
of chaos 700 years before Jesus’ 
birth.

“Isaiah says ‘It’s going to be OK. 
There’s good news coming. God 
promised a savior who will come 
into the world,’” said Father Ce-
sarek, adding that Advent speaks 
the same message in the chaos we 
experience today.

NeXT GATHerING IS JAN. 4
The young adults were wel-

comed to the evening by Karley 
Bates, programs coordinator for 

the diocesan Office of Evangeli-
zation and Faith Formation. She 
explained the name “Fourth Watch” 
comes from the 14th chapter of the 
Gospel of Matthew, in which during 
the “fourth watch” of a stormy night 
in a boat the apostles saw Jesus 
walking on the water toward them. 

She said the theme is especially appropriate during Advent when the 
church calls us to “be watchful, be ready.”

Those attending received gift bags that included a booklet of “Advent 
Meditations with Fulton J. Sheen,” a Fourth Watch ornament, and a 
description of various Advent traditions.

The program’s name also calls to mind that “Fourth Watch” gather-
ings are planned on the fourth of every month. Bates announced the 
next evening will be hosted by St. Jude Parish in Peoria on Thursday 
evening, Jan. 4, and will feature a “brunch for dinner” theme with a 
waffle and coffee bar.

Saying the turnout at the first event demonstrated the importance 
and need for young adult ministry, Bates added that “we hope to see 
Fourth Watch grow not only in our community but throughout all the 
diocese.”

More information is available at sites on Facebook (@CDOPfourth-
watch) and Instagram (@PeoriaCatholic) or by emailing kbates@cdop.
org.

Father Adam Cesarek offers suggestions on how to lessen pre-Christmas 
stress by keeping the focus on Christ during Advent. He was the fea-
tured speaker at the Diocese of Peoria’s first “Fourth Watch” gathering 
on Dec. 4 that drew more than 60 young adults to the Spalding Pastoral 
Center in Peoria. The catholic Post/Tom dermody

Father Cesarek 
had a specific 
suggestion for gift 
giving — have a 
Mass offered for a 
family member. “It 
is literally a gift that 
goes into eternity.”

PEKIN — Children living in poverty in Haiti, Guatemala, Nicaragua 
and the Dominican Republic will have a brighter Christmas, thanks 
to the 180 students at St. Joseph School in Pekin.

Led by the eighth grade confirmation class, the students prepared 
77 gift boxes as part of the Box of Joy Ministry of Cross Catholic 
Outreach. Filled with small toys, bar soap, pencils, a toothbrush, 
toothpaste, hard candy, crayons, coloring books or t-shirts, the boxes 
were taken to St. Joseph Church in Brimfield last month, which vol-
unteered to be designated as a drop-off site for the 2017 campaign.

“The children enjoyed the role of being ‘angels,’” said Joan Moore, 
the seventh grade homeroom teacher at the Pekin school and project 
leader for Box of Joy there. “They loved that they could choose the age 
group and whether it would be a boy or a girl who would receive their 
present.”

She said that when they watched the video by Cross Catholic Out-
reach they were deeply moved when they saw the “bright, beautiful 
smiles” of the children as they opened the Boxes of Joy they received.

“The smile on the face of a child is priceless when you see them 
experience something that is their own for the very first time. We are 
grateful to everyone who became a ‘special angel’ to a child this year,” 
Moore said. “We know that we can never outdo God in generosity, so 
I’m confident that all your compassion, for a child in need, will come 
back to you a hundredfold from God.”

Cross Catholic Outreach’s Box of Joy is in its fourth year. The first 
year the organization collected 2,693 boxes and last year received 
31,712 boxes, and continues to surpass its goals.

Members of the eighth grade confirmation class at St. Joseph School 
in Pekin are shown with Box of Joy packages they prepared for chil-
dren living in poverty. Provided photo

St. Joseph School, Pekin
donates 77 Boxes of Joy

By CArol ZImmermANN
caTholic news service

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Although Christmas this year is the day 
after the fourth Sunday of Advent, Catholics looking to count a Sunday 
evening Mass Dec. 24 for both that Sunday obligation and Monday’s 
Christmas Mass obligation will have to think again.

The U.S. bishops already saw this coming at the beginning of the year 
and said Catholics should attend separate Masses for the two days.

A newsletter issued in February by the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ Committee on Divine Worship noted that a “two-for-one” Mass 
cannot occur in the very rare circumstances when two of the six holy 
days of obligation — the feast of the Immaculate Conception or Christ-
mas — fall the day before or after Sunday.

“When consecutive obligations occur on Saturday-Sunday or Sunday-
Monday, the faithful must attend Mass twice to fulfill two separate 
obligations,” the committee said.

oBlIGATIoN lIFTeD For JAN. 1
The reason Catholics might consider the idea of 

receiving dispensation from a Monday Mass likely 
stems from the U.S. bishops’ vote in 1991 to lift the 
obligation to attend Mass on holy days of obligation 
that fall on Saturdays or Mondays. But that vote 
was only for three of the six holy days: the feast of 
Mary, Mother of God, Jan. 1; the feast of the As-
sumption, Aug. 15; and the feast of All Saints, Nov. 
1.

A week after Christmas, Jan. 1, 2018, also falls on 
a Monday, but is not a holy day of obligation.

But Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, CSC, hopes the faithful of the Diocese 
of Peoria will still make Mass a priority on the Solemnity of Mary, the 
Mother of God.
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Mass confusion as Christmas falls
on Monday, but no ‘two-for-ones’

“I encourage all Catholics to give proper honor to our Most Blessed 
Mother and to God’s Mercy at the beginning of the New Year,” Bishop 
Jenky wrote in the calendar listing of his 2017 Festival Letter.

The U.S. bishops’ divine worship committee agrees, hoping that 
Catholics would want to go to Mass two days in a row, saying: “It would 
be hoped, of course, that Catholics foster a love for the sacred liturgy and 
hold a desire to celebrate the holy days as fully as is reasonably possible.”

The bishops’ committee also has looked ahead to when this will hap-
pen again. In the next 12 years, Christmas will fall either on a Saturday 
or a Monday four times and the feast of the Immaculate Conception, 
Dec. 8, will fall on either of those days three times.

BUSy TImeS AT PArISHeS
Paulist Father Larry Rice, director of the University Catholic Center at 

the University of Texas at Austin, said he hasn’t heard anyone ask about 
a dispensation for the Christmas liturgy, but he suspects some will try to 

combine the Sunday and Monday Masses. They also 
might go to the Saturday evening vigil for Sunday 
and the Sunday vigil for Christmas, which is OK. 

He said the big challenge for parishes this year 
will be decorating for Christmas liturgies, espe-
cially parishes with afternoon Masses on Sunday 
that will only have a few hours to “turn the church 
over from Advent to Christmas.” Another chal-
lenge will be getting volunteers to help set up 
churches for Christmas Eve.

Some parishes are moving up the time of their 
Sunday Masses on the fourth Sunday of Advent to 
accommodate the quick turnaround.

Father Rice told Catholic News Service the rare 
event of a Monday Christmas “sounds to me like an opportunity to 
simplify, although Christmas isn’t generally a time people are looking for 
that.”

A big challenge for parishes 
this year will be decorating for 
Christmas liturgies, especially 
parishes with afternoon Masses 
on Sunday that will only have 
a few hours to turn the church 
over from Advent to Christmas.
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PERU — St. Bede Academy 
here raised a record $100,000 
on Nov. 28 during a global day 
of giving promoted primarily via 
social media and known by the 
hashtag #GivingTuesday.

“The outpouring of generos-
ity and overwhelming kindness 
from our St. Bede family with 
more than 190 donations has 
made an incredible impact on 
the St. Bede Annual Fund,” 
said Julia Yaklich, development 

St. Bede Acad-
emy students 
Olivia Wojcik, 
Maeckenzie 
Mrowicki, Gaby 
Garcia, Eva 
Cattani, and 
Veronica Lopez 
promote some of 
what the school 
offers as part of a 
#GivingTuesday 
campaign Nov. 
28. Provided photo

St. Bede Academy raises $100,000,
serves needy on #GivingTuesday

Our Lady of Guadalupe celebration
Celebrations of the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe took place around 
the Diocese of Peoria on Dec. 12, and in parishes with Spanish-speaking 
populations they began well before dawn. A large crowd was already at 
St. Mary’s Cathedral in Peoria at 4:30 a.m. for a procession of flowers and 
sung devotions known as Mañanitas. Participants continued to arrive 
as the day of activities progressed with prayer, praise music, dance, and 
performances recalling the appearances of the Blessed Virgin to St. Juan 
Diego in 1531. The cathedral observance concluded with an evening Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, CSC. The catholic Post/Tom dermody

director. This was the third year 
the academy has taken part in 
the day of philanthropy, and the 
amount raised was 35 percent 
more than a year ago.

A number of generous matching 
donations totaling $38,500 were 
received, including two $10,000 
gifts from an anonymous donor 
and Daubert Chemical.

In addition, St. Bede students, 
faculty and staff also performed 
works of charity as the school 

hosted a blood drive, a mitten 
drive, and loaded a bus with do-
nations to an area food pantry.

“We impress upon our stu-
dents the importance of giving 
back and are proud of the many 
ways they do that every day,” 
said Dr. Ted Struck, superinten-
dent.

The St. Bede Annual Fund 
helps with the school’s operat-
ing expenses and lowers tuition 
costs.
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Citation
t.122/17 ortega-Diaz
As the actual dwelling place of 

Sherry anne Heinz (n/k/a Grant) is 
unknown to the Matrimonial Court of 
the Diocese of Peoria, 419 N.E. Madi-
son Ave., Peoria, Illinois, we hereby 
cite Sherry anne Heinz (n/k/a Grant)  
to appear in person or by duly desig-
nated proxy in the courtroom of the 
Matrimonial Tribunal of the Diocese 
of Peoria on December 22, 2017, at 
9:30 a.m. Notice is hereby served that 
unless the said Sherry anne Heinz 
(n/k/a Grant) appears at the hour and 
on the day designated or offers suf-
ficient reason for absence, the require-
ments of law regarding notification 
shall be considered fulfilled and the 
case shall proceed according to the 
norm of law. Anyone who knows 
the present address of the above-
mentioned is bound to make known 
this Citation. 

Ms. Adela Maria Kim, J.C.L.
Judge Ponens
Anne Hill, Notary
Given: December 5, 2017
The Tribunal, Peoria, Illinois

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Fol-
lowing days of violence and 
backlash after U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s decision to rec-
ognize Jerusalem as the capital 
of Israel, the Vatican appealed 
for “wisdom and prudence” to 
prevail.

The Holy See “reiterates its 
own conviction that only a nego-
tiated solution between Israelis 
and Palestinians can bring a sta-
ble and lasting peace and guar-
antee the peaceful coexistence of 
two states within internationally 
recognized borders,” the Vatican 
said in a Dec. 10 statement.

President Trump announced 
his decision Dec. 6 to move the 
U.S. embassy to Jerusalem from 
Tel Aviv, fulfilling a promise he 
made during his presidential 
campaign.

The announcement sparked 
anti-U.S. protests throughout 
Asia and the Middle East, in-
cluding a four-day protest in the 
Palestinian territories, Reuters 
reported. An Israeli security 
guard in Jerusalem, the report 
said, was in critical condition af-
ter he was stabbed by a Palestin-
ian man at the city’s bus station. 

POPE’S MESSAGE TO WORLD LEADERS
Pope Francis expressed his 

“sorrow for the clashes in recent 

Vatican renews calls for peace,
negotiated Jerusalem solution

days” and called for world lead-
ers to renew their commitment 
for peace in the Holy Land, the 
Vatican said.

The pope “raises fervent 
prayers so that the leaders of 
nations, in this time of special 
gravity, commit themselves to 
avert a new spiral of violence, re-
sponding with words and deeds 
to the desires of peace, justice 
and security for the popula-
tions of that battered land,” the 
Vatican said. 

Trump’s decision also drew 
warnings from Middle Eastern 
and European leaders that over-
turning the United States’ long-
standing policy would further 
complicate peace negotiations.

Former presidents Bill Clinton 
and George W. Bush had made 
similar promises to recognize 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital dur-
ing their presidential campaigns. 
However, once in office, they 
did not carry through with the 
move, citing its potential nega-
tive impact on Israeli-Palestin-
ian peace talks.

The Arab League, a regional 
organization consisting of 22 
Arabic-speaking member states, 
held an emergency meeting in 
Cairo, Egypt, Dec. 9 to discuss 
Trump’s announcement, calling 
it “dangerous and unacceptable.”

Recognizing Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital goes “against 
international law and raises 
questions over American efforts 

to support peace,” said Ahmed 
Aboul Gheit, the Arab League’s 
secretary-general. 

“JERUSALEM IS A UNIQUE CITY”
Just hours before Trump had 

announced his decision, Pope 
Francis urged respect for “the 
status quo of the city in accor-
dance with the relevant resolu-
tions of the United Nations.”

In his appeal, Pope Francis 
said, “Jerusalem is a unique city, 
sacred to Jews, Christians and 
Muslims who venerate the holy 
places of their respective reli-
gions, and has a special vocation 
to peace.”

The Vatican consistently has 
called for a special status for 
Jerusalem, particularly its Old 
City, in order to protect and 
guarantee access to the holy sites 
of Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam.

“The Holy See is attentive 
to these concerns and, recall-
ing the heartfelt words of Pope 
Francis, reiterates its well-
known position concerning the 
singular character of the Holy 
City and the essential need 
for respecting the status quo, 
in conformity with the delib-
erations of the international 
community and the repeated 
requests of the hierarchies of 
the churches and Christian 
communities of the Holy Land,” 
said the Vatican’s Dec. 10 state-
ment. 

the gold-covered Dome of the Rock at the temple Mount complex is 
seen in this overview of Jerusalem’s old City. U.S. President Donald 
trump announced his decision Dec. 6 to recognize Jerusalem as 
israel’s capital and plans to move the U.S. embassy there from tel 
aviv. cns/debbie Hill

The Cathedral of St. Mary of the 
Immaculate Conception, located at 
607 N.E. Madison Ave. in Peoria, is 
the mother church of the Diocese 
of Peoria. Sunday Masses are at 
7:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. in Span-
ish, and at 10:30 a.m. in English. 
The 10:30 a.m. Mass is frequently 
a pontifical liturgy celebrated by 
Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, CSC.

Upcoming liturgical celebra-
tions and opportunities for 
prayer include:

Cathedral calendar—
Sunday, Dec. 24: Family Mass 

of Christmas Eve, 4 p.m.; Mass of 
Christmas Eve in Spanish, 6 p.m.; 
Christmas concert, 8:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by Solemn Mass of Christ-
mas Eve in English, 9 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 25: Solemn Mass 
of Christmas Day in English, 10:30 
a.m.; Solemn Mass of Christmas 
Day in Spanish, 12:15 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 24: Mass 
and Eucharistic Adoration for the 
Unborn, 7 p.m.

LOS ANGELES (CNS) — The 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles has 
started a fund for victims of the 
wildfires that have raced through 
the archdiocese and spread to lo-
cations in the nearby Orange and 
San Diego dioceses.  

“Friends, as the wildfires con-
tinue, the needs of our neigh-
bors continue to increase,” said 
Archbishop Jose H. Gomez of Los 
Angeles on the archdiocesan web-
page that hosts the fundraising 
campaign, https://tinyurl.com/
yaa4qlu2.

“In this season of giving, let us 
open our heart to our brothers 
and sisters in need,” he added. 
“Let us keep praying for an end to 
the fires and let us keep praying 
for the safety of our police, fire 
and emergency workers — and all 
those who are in harm’s way.”

As of Dec. 12, six major wind-
fueled wildfires in Southern Cali-
fornia have destroyed more than 
1,000 structures and forced the 
evacuation of 200,000 residents.

STATE OF EMERGENCY
After he surveyed the damage 

in Ventura County, north of Los 
Angeles, where the worst of the 
fires has raged, California Gov. 
Jerry Brown told reporters that 
the fires “may be the new normal.” 
He declared a state of emergency 
for the area Dec. 6.

U.S. President Donald Trump 
declared a state of emergency for 
California Dec. 8. As of Dec. 12, 
officials had reported only one 
fatality.

In a Dec. 8 statement from 

Washington, Cardinal Daniel N. 
DiNardo, president of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
asked prayers for all those in 
danger, “both those whose homes 
are in the fire’s path and those 
courageous first responders and 
firefighters who are putting their 
lives at risk.”

This is the second set of wild-
fires to have hit California this 
fall. Wildfires burned thousands 
of acres in the Sonoma and Napa 
areas in the northern part of 
the state in October, killing 31, 
scorching more than 128,000 
acres and causing an estimated $3 
billion-$6 billion in damage.

Among the evacuees in Ventura 
County during the recent wild-
fires were students and faculty at 
Thomas Aquinas College in Santa 
Paula.

In a message posted on its web-
site and on Twitter, the Catholic 
college expressed “deep gratitude 
for the prayers of its many friends 
and for the heroic firefighters 
who battled all of Monday night 
(Dec. 4) to protect the Santa Paula 
campus.”

Burned cars are seen on a piece 
of property Dec. 5 during a wild-
fire near Santa Paula, California. 
cns/reuters

Begin fundraising to 
aid fire victims in
Southern California
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St. Bernadette 
Catholic Radio

94.3 FM Peoria
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Buying watches, rings and 

diamonds as well as broken, 
unwanted and antique jewelry. 

Call: (309) 340-5410
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Jim Anderson (309) 525-1253
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David North (309) 525-1251

Peoria Jewelry Buyers
Buying watches, rings and 

diamonds as well as broken, 
unwanted and antique jewelry. 

Call: (309) 645-1366 

MID-STATE AcouSTIcS & SounD
Professional Sound Systems • Acoustical Analysis

Design • installation • service
John O. chan

Phone: 309-678-2994

MID-STATE ACOUSTICS & SOUND

John O. Chan l 309-678-2994

Professional Sound Systems  
Acoustical Analysis

DESIGN  l INSTALLATION l SERVICE

24 hour 
emergency 

service 

Serving all 
of the 

Peoria Diocese
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The former Kewanee Medical Clinic was welcomed into the 
OSF HealthCare family during a blessing and dedication 
ceremony Dec. 1. Deacon Marty VanMeltebeck is pictured 
sprinkling holy water throughout the facility, located at 204 
South St. and now renamed OSF HealthCare Medical Group 
Internal Medicine-Kewanee.  “Today marks a new beginning 
for us,” said Dr. James Lindbom, who with four staff members 
will continue to provide care at the office. The association 
with OSF “will benefit our patients, our employees, and the 
community for years to come,” he added, tracing the build-
ing’s 45-year history from its establishment by the late Dr. 
Richard Jakobi. Also speaking at the ceremony were Rhonda 
Wynkoop and Dr. Mark Meeker, OSF HealthCare regional 
manager and regional medical director. The catholic Post/Tom dermody

OSF HealthCare Medical Group Internal Medicine-Kewanee blessed, dedicated

DEADLINES
Deadlines for Around the Dio-

cese are Friday, Dec. 29, for the 
issue of Jan. 7; Friday, Jan. 12, 
for the issue of Jan. 21; Friday, 
Jan. 26, for the issue of Feb. 4, 
and Friday, Feb. 9, for the issue 
of Feb. 18. Items may be sent by 
email to cathpost@cdop.org or 
mailed to The Catholic Post, P.O. 
Box 1722, Peoria, IL 61656.

Anniversary announcements 
are also welcome for those 
couples celebrating 50, 60 or 
more years of marriage (in 
five-year increments). To receive 
an anniversary announcement 

form, contact Jennifer Willems 
at jwillems@cdop.org or (309) 
677-7036.

PEORIA HEIGHTS
CWL ROSARY, MASS: The Catholic 
Women’s League is planning 
its monthly rosary for Monday, 
Jan. 15, at 8 a.m. at St. Thomas 
the Apostle Church, 904 E. 
Lake Ave. A Mass for deceased 
members of the league will 
follow. Everyone is invited to 
attend.

ROCK ISLAND
VALENTINE EVENING: “Laughter — 

The Language of Love” is the 
theme for a Valentine evening 
for couples on Friday, Feb. 9, at 
Benet House Retreat Center at 
St. Mary Monastery, 2200 88th 
Avenue West. It will be held from 
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Couples are 
invited to bring a wedding photo 
to share. The evening will end 
with dessert. The cost is $30 for 
couples who register and pay in 
full by Jan. 9. Registration after 
that date is $45 per couple. For 
more information or to register, 
call (309) 283-2108 or send 
email to retreats@smmsisters.
org.

KIRKPATRICK 75TH — Charles 
and Norma Kirkpatrick of Rose-
ville are celebrating their 75th 
wedding anniversary. Mr. Kirk-
patrick married Norma Twomey 
on Dec. 27, 1942, at Fort Riley, 
Kansas. They are now mem-
bers of Immaculate Conception 
Parish in Monmouth. They 
are the parents of Kay (Glenn) 
Darlington of Tucson, Arizona; 
Linda (Rick) Jones of Castle 
Rock, Colorado; Vicki (Stewart) 
Gilmore of Carterville; Connie 
(Jim) Grant of Roseville; Jonna 
Young of Smithshire; Mary Alice 
(Jim) Addis of East Peoria; Holly 
(Kurt) Kociuba of Liberty Hill, 
Texas; and Ed (Natalie) Kirk-
patrick of Crystal Lake. The hon-
orees have 24 grandchildren and 
27 great-grandchildren. They 
would enjoy receiving cards, 
which may be sent to: Charles 
and Norma Kirkpatrick, P.O. Box 
77, Roseville, IL 61473.

BAUGHMAN 50TH — Maxine 
and Elbie Baughman of Normal 
will celebrate their golden wed-
ding anniversary with a dinner. 
Mr. Baughman married Maxine 
Furlong on Dec. 30, 1967, at St. 
Michael Church in Galena. They 
are now members of Epiphany 
Church in Normal. Their family 
includes 10 nieces, 14 nephews, 
three great-nieces and nine 
great-nephews. Mr. Baughman is 
retired from the McLean County 
Assessment office, and Mrs. 
Baughman worked as a teller at 
First National Bank of Galena.

An annual two-day Radiothon 
with John Riley from 93.3 the 
Drive on Dec. 7-8 raised $182,497 
to benefit OSF HealthCare Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Illinois.

The funds support a variety 
of programs and services for 
patients and their families. OSF 
Children’s Hospital serves 34 
counties throughout Illinois. 

In the past 16 years, the Ra-
diothon has raised more than 
$3.8 million for OSF Children’s 
Hospital.

Radiothon raises 
$182,497 for OSF
Children’s Hospital

Anniversaries—
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Pray for our faithful departed—
The following death notices 

were taken from area daily news-
papers dated Nov. 24 to Dec. 7,  
2017. The notices list name, age, 
parish, and date of death.

Prayers for those on this list, 
their families, and all the faith-
ful departed are encouraged.

ARLINGTON: Realia M. “Cookie” 
Brizgis, 92, Holy Trinity (Cherry), Nov. 
28

ATKINSON: Joann H. Vandemore, 
85, St. Anthony, Nov. 20

BLOOMINGTON: James R. Bow-
ers, 89, Holy Trinity, Dec. 5; Judy 
Oakey, 76, St. Mary, Dec. 4

CHILLICOTHE: James W. (JB) 
Butler, 56, St. Edward, Dec. 1, former 
physical therapist at OSF Saint Francis 
Medical Center, Peoria

COLONA: Ruth Thornton, 95, St. 
Malachy (Geneseo), Nov. 24

CORDOVA: Robert James Windt, 
76, St. John the Baptist, Rapids City, 
Dec. 4

DALLAS CITY: Mary Ellen Fores-
man, 66, Sacred Heart, Nov. 26, in 
Centennial, Colorado.

DEPUE: Mary L. Toovey, 82, Nativ-
ity of Our Lord (Spring Valley), Nov. 23

EAST MOLINE: Ruth “Ellen” Nor-
man, 72, St. Anne, Nov. 30; Elizabeth 
M. Ware, 92, Christ the King (Moline), 
Nov. 29; LaVerne D. Hagerman, 89, 
St. Anne, Nov. 20

EAST PEORIA: Perry Carlton, 85, 
St. Monica, Nov. 29

EMDEN: John Hayes, 62, St. Mary 

(Delavan), Dec. 1
GALESBURG: Juan A. Garcia, 81, 

St. Patrick, Dec. 2 in Eagle Pass, Texas
GALVA: Bernard J. Cromien, 87, St. 

John, Nov. 28, parish trustee
GENESEO: Maxine V. Marchese, 

96, St. Malachy, Nov. 21; James F. 
Burke, 68, St. Malachy, Nov. 20; Mar-
vin D. Scranton, 87, St. Malachy, Dec. 3

GERMANTOWN HILLS: Sue Ellen 
Fandel, 74, St. Mary of Lourdes, Dec. 5

GRANVILLE: Rose M. Hoff, 88, 
Sacred Heart, Nov. 13

HILLSDALE: Roger R. Remour, 66, 
Our Lady of Guadalupe (Silvis), Dec. 2

KICKAPOO: Eva Picl Stenger, 96, 
St. Mary, Nov. 26

KNOXVILLE: Homer James “Jim” 
Worden Jr., 90, Corpus Christi (Gales-
burg), Dec. 2

LASALLE: Catherine Kierski, 97, St. 
Hyacinth, Dec. 2; Dolores Sobkowiak, 
84, St. Hyacinth, Nov. 29, former head of 
nursing for the surgical department at 
St. Mary Hospital; Joanne Wieczorek, 
80, St. Hyacinth, Nov. 23, former nurse 
at St. Mary Hospital; Rosalie (Minneci) 
Krueger, 90, St. Hyacinth, Nov. 22; 
Geronimo Orozco, 88, St. Hyacinth, 
Nov. 21; Gaetano “Tom” Rosolia, 92, 
Queen of the Holy Rosary, Nov. 18 

LINCOLN: William R. Wurth, 91, 
Holy Family, Nov. 27; Frederick P. Eck-
ert, 80, Holy Family, Nov. 29; Clarence 
A. “Jack” Ackerson, 93, Holy Family, 
Nov. 25; 

LONDON MILLS: Rebecca A. 
Urbanc-Littell, 60, St. Matthew (Farm-
ington), Dec. 2

LOSTANT: Delbert D. Applebee, 
82, St. John the Baptist, Nov. 28

MACOMB: Doris K. (Little) Setser, 
82, St. Paul, Nov. 28

METAMORA: Patricia June Cam-
bria, 77, St. Mary, Nov. 23

MOLINE: Michelle R. Smet, 57, 
Sacred Heart, Nov. 28

MORTON: James E. Gilles, 67, 
Blessed Sacrament, Nov. 26

NORMAL: Marie C. Gerdsen, 81, St. 
Patrick (Bloomington), Dec. 1; Ruth A. 
Thomas, 83, Epiphany, Nov. 23

ODELL: Arlene C. Armstrong, 82, 
St. Patrick (Ransom), Nov. 25

OGLESBY: Dale V. Straughn, 80, 
Holy Family, Nov. 22

OTTAWA: Procopio “Peter” Al-
fano, 64, St. Columba, Nov. 27

PEKIN: Judith A. Eldert, 95, St. 
Joseph, Dec. 4

PEORIA: Edward E. Flesburg, 83, 
St. Vincent de Paul, Dec. 5; Dorothy L. 
Stevens, 84, St. Jude, Dec. 4; Robert 
W. Kreutz, 92, St. Philomena, Nov. 28; 
Anthony J. Erangey, 62, St. Bernard, 
Nov. 27; Cletus P. Kurtzman, 79, 
St. Vincent de Paul, Nov. 27; Eileen 
Terese Kircher, 56, St. Vincent de 
Paul, Nov. 21 in Irmo, South Carolina; 
William E. Kennedy, 96, St. Philom-
ena, Nov. 20

PERU: Leroy H. Burkart, 91, St. 
Joseph, Nov. 30; Joan (Feld) McGuire, 
79, St. Joseph, Nov. 25, former music 
teacher at St. Bede Academy; Robert 
E. Halstead, 87, St. Joseph, Nov. 21; 
Helen F. (Banko) Samolinski, 101, St. 
Joseph, Nov. 17 in Denver, Colorado

PONTIAC: William L. Corrigan, 80, 
St. Mary, Nov. 25;  Joshua J. Ehrhardt, 
39, St. Mary, Dec. 3; John H. “Pepsi” 
Doughan, 84, St. Mary, Dec. 2 

PORT BYRON: Carol Ann Mistak, 
74, St. John the Baptist (Rapids City), 
Nov. 29; Mary A. Goderis, 89, St. John 
the Baptist (Rapids City), Nov. 20

ROCK ISLAND: Frederick J. 
Luckenbill, 82, St. Pius X, Nov. 23, 
former grand knight, Allouez Council 
Knights of Columbus; Steven J. Hirst, 
63, St. Pius X, Nov. 22, former nurse at 
Franciscan Medical Center

SEYMOUR: Louise Joanne 
Connell, 84, Our Lady of the Lake 
(Mahomet), Dec. 3

SPRING VALLEY: Amelia Marion 
Wroblesky, 101, St. Joseph (Peru), 
Nov. 27

STREATOR: William R. McKim, 
72, St. Michael the Archangel, Dec. 3; 
Douglas L. Chalkey, 65, St. Michael 
the Archangel, Nov. 28; Bernard J. 
Orsen, 85, St. Michael the Archangel, 
Dec. 4

TOLUCA: Randall William Salz, 35, 
St. Ann, Nov. 30 in Hindsboro 

TREMONT: Consuelo “Connie” 
B. Simmons, 72, Blessed Sacrament 
(Morton), Nov. 30

WASHINGTON: Walter L. Cary 
Jr., 88, St. Patrick, Nov. 29; Kathleen 
A. Yeagle, 74, St. Patrick, Nov. 25, 
former nurse at OSF Saint Francis 
Medical Center, Peoria; Robert E. 
Gordon, 83, St. Patrick, Nov. 24

WENONA: Russell Calvin Martin, 
83, St. Ann (Toluca), Dec. 3

CHICAGO — A Mass of 
Christian Burial was celebrated 
on Nov. 25 at Mother of Good 

Counsel Convent 
for Sister Mary 
Clarine (Louise) 
Turczyn, CSSF. 
Burial followed at 
St. Adalbert Cem-
etery in Niles.

Sister Mary 
Clarine died on Nov. 21, 2017, at 
Our Lady of the Angels Convent 
in Chicago. She was 94.

The daughter of Ignatius and 
Sophia Turczyn, Sister Mary 
Clarine was born in Peru. She 
entered the Felician Sisters on 
June 29, 1943, and professed her 
final vows in 1951.

While she never served in her 
home diocese, she ministered as a 
kindergarten and primary teacher 
in Chicago and Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, and in various capacities 
at Our Lady of Creek Bend in St. 
Charles from 1967 to 2006.

In addition to her parents, Sis-
ter Mary Clarine was preceded 
in death by four brothers, Jo-
seph, Felix, Bill and Julius, and 
four sisters, Elizabeth Godawa, 
Marie Pyszka, Josephine Kurtz 
and Theresa Sienkiewicz. She 
is survived by one sister, Clara 
Wachowiak of Peru, and many 
nieces and nephews.

sister Mary Clarine 
(Louise) turczyn, CssF

native of Peru taught in Illinois, 
Wisconsin

DUBUQUE, Iowa (CNS) — Rela-
tives of the first chaplain to die in 
World War II accepted the Silver 
Star on his behalf 76 years to the 
day after he died saving 12 sailors 
during the Pearl Harbor attack.

On Dec. 7, Del and Dan 
Schmitt, and Fran Hemesath — 
nephews and a niece of Father 
Aloysius Schmitt — were among 
the family members who partici-
pated in a memorial Mass and 
medal ceremony at Loras College 
in Dubuque.

Rear Adm. Margaret Kibben, 
chief of chaplains of the U.S. 
Navy, led the military delega-
tion bestowing the award, the 
third-highest medal in the 
armed forces, given for bravery 
in combat.

Iowa chaplain,
Pearl Harbor
victim, honored

for Sister Mary 
Clarine (Louise) 
Turczyn, CSSF. 
Burial followed at 
St. Adalbert Cem-
etery in Niles.
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From the 
Pope

—

From the Pope

Prepare way for Lord with prayer, charity
St. Luke 2:1-20

Now it came to pass in those days that there went 
forth a decree from Caesar Augustus that a 
census of the whole world should be taken. This 

first census took place while Cyrinus was Governor of 
Syria. All were going, each to his own town, to regis-
ter.

And Joseph also went from Galilee out of the town 
of Nazareth into Judea to the town of David, which is 
called Bethlehem — because he was of the house and 
family of David — to register, together with Mary, his 
espoused wife, who was with child.

And it came to pass while they were there that the 
days for her to be delivered were fulfilled. And she 
brought forth her first-born Son and wrapped Him in 
swaddling clothes and laid Him in a manger because 
there was no room for them in the inn.

And there were shepherds in the same district, liv-
ing in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by 
night. And behold an angel of the Lord stood by them 
and the glory of God shone round about them and 
they feared exceedingly.

And the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid for 
behold, I bring you good news of great joy, which shall 
be to all the people: for there has been born to you 
today in the town of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. And this shall be a sign to you: You will find an 
infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a 
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angels a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and say-
ing, “Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth 
among men of good will.”

And it came to pass, when the angels had departed 
from them into heaven, that the shepherds were say-
ing to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord 
has made known to us.”

And so they went with haste and they found Mary 
and Joseph and the Babe lying in the manger. And 
when they had seen they understood what had been 
told them concerning this Child. And all who heard 
marveled at the thing told them by the shepherds. But 
Mary kept in mind all these words, pondering them 
in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all that they had heard and seen, 
even as it was spoken to them.

The Christmas story

eDItor’S note: Among our Christmas gifts to readers in this 
issue is the chance to again enjoy the writing of former 
columnist Jerry Klein, who died in August. This Christmas 

column originally appeared in 2015, and 
reprinting the words and wisdom of our 
dear friend is also a gift to us.

Can anyone explain how it is that 
the time between Thanksgiving 
and New Year’s Day passes so 

swiftly, whereas that which follows 
marks its days with leaden feet? I 
thought not.

But every year we have this curious 
inversion that leaves us slightly bewil-
dered. One day we are carving turkey 
and the next day the tree goes up. We 
barely have time to catch our breath 

when Christmas Day dawns something like three 

Klein reprise: Patience . . . the wait for Christmas is almost over
days later. Then amid a clanging of bells and perhaps 
a muffled snowfall in the night, we are singing “Auld 
Lang Syne.” And all this flies by in a matter of days.

Then it is January, and it seems as if all the clocks 
have been set in low gear and the pages of the calendar 
have been glued together. The days drag by as if we 
were trudging through knee-deep snow. And we begin 
to hear that mournful chant, “How many days until 
spring?”

Many. So we console ourselves with thoughts of the 
distant promise of February, another Lent, the Super 
Bowl, spring training. Except for May and October, our 
tomorrows will always be better than today. We seem 
to be programmed to look ahead. There will be, we 
presume, another spring, another fall.

tHe enormIty oF tHIS FeaSt
And now comes the dawning of another Christmas, 

light shining through darkness, hope through despair, 

joy through sorrow. We still have the luxury of days 
of anticipation, prayerful days when we celebrate the 
arrival on earth of God’s own Son, a mere baby with 
a beatific vision and tiny fingers that one day will be 
writhing on a wooden cross. Come, let us adore Him.

In the deep silence of early winter we await the 
reprise of this endless miracle that has spanned the 
centuries and nourished love in countless millions of 
hearts.

“Season’s Greetings,” they say, or “Happy Holidays” 
in the contemporary, non-offensive mode. Thanks, but 
that ignores the enormity of this feast to which we have 
all been invited. It cannot be captured in words, nor in 
wrapped packages nor sumptuous meals. It is because 
God comes to His people once again because He loves 
us. No greater gift can possibly be imagined than this 
newborn king, wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid 
in a manger.

Patience. The wait is almost over.

It Seems
To Me

Jerry Klein—

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Advent 
is a time to make a renewed com-
mitment to prayer and to caring for 
others, Pope Francis said.

“It is a time to recognize the holes 
to be filled in our lives, to smooth the 
roughness of pride and make space 
for Jesus who is coming,” the pope 
said Dec. 10, the second Sunday of 
Advent.

Before reciting the Angelus prayer 
with an estimated 20,000 people 
gathered in St. Peter’s Square, Pope 
Francis spoke about the Sunday 
Mass readings and particularly about the ways in which 
people today could respond to the prophet Isaiah’s call to 
prepare the way of the Lord.

Isaiah says “every valley shall be filled in” and “every 
mountain and hill shall be made low” in preparation for 
the coming of the savior.

The personal valleys or voids to be filled, the pope said, 
are “sins of omission,” especially “the fact that we do not 
pray or pray seldom.” 

The other omission, he said, is in taking care of others. 
Not only does charity alleviate material needs, but it can 
be an occasion for the giver to be like John the Baptist in 
“opening paths of hope in the desert of arid hearts.”

The mountains and hills that need to be laid low, he 
said, are “pride, haughtiness and arrogance,” which fill 
one’s heart, leaving no room for the Lord.

asks Mary’s help in fighting fear, indifference

ROME (CNS) — Standing at the foot of a Marian 
statue, Pope Francis prayed Mary would help Christians 
develop the “antibodies” needed to fight the modern dis-
eases of indifference, hypocrisy and fear of foreigners.

Celebrating the Dec. 8 feast of the Immaculate Con-
ception, the pope recited the Angelus prayer at noon with 
visitors in St. Peter’s Square, visited the Rome Basilica 
of St. Mary Major, laid a basket of white roses at the foot 
of the Marian statue near the Spanish Steps, then visited 
the Church of St. Andrew where, in 1842, Mary appeared 
to Alphonse Ratisbonne, a young Jewish man. He con-
verted to Catholicism and founded the Congregation of 
Our Lady of Sion.

In his prayer near the Spanish Steps 
in the heart of Rome, Pope Francis 
thanked Mary for watching over 
him and over the people of Rome, 
especially “the sick, the aged, all the 
poor, the many people who have im-
migrated here from lands of war and 
hunger.”

He prayed that Mary would help 
people “develop antibodies against 
some of the viruses of our times: 
the indifference that says, ‘It’s not 
my problem’; civic rudeness which 
ignores the common good; the fear of 

what is different and of the foreigner.”

God does not lead us into temptation

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The Italian and English 
translations of the “Our Father” can give believers the 
wrong impression that God can and does lead people 
into temptation, Pope Francis said.

The Italian bishops’ television channel, TV2000, has 
been broadcasting a series of conversations between the 
pope and a Catholic prison chaplain looking at the Lord’s 
Prayer line by line.

The episode broadcast Dec. 6 focused on the line, 
“Lead us not into temptation.”

Father Marco Pozza told the pope that friends have 
asked him, “Can God really lead us into temptation?”

“This is not a good translation,” the pope said.
The standard versions of the prayer are translated 

from the Latin, which was translated from the New Tes-
tament in Greek.

While he said nothing about ordering a new trans-
lation, Pope Francis noted how the French bishops         
had decided that beginning Dec. 3, the first Sunday        
of Advent, French Catholics would change the line               
to the equivalent of “do not let us enter into tempta-                                                                                   
tion.”

Pope Francis told Father Pozza, “I’m the one who falls. 
But it’s not (God) who pushes me into temptation to see 
how I fall. No, a father does not do this. A father helps us 
up immediately.”

“The one who leads us into temptation is Satan,” the 
pope said. “That’s Satan’s job.”



TED is a media organization that posts online talks 
under the slogan “ideas worth spreading.” Earlier 
this year Pope Francis surprised the world by 

digitally giving his own TED Talk at the organization’s 
annual conference in Vancouver. In his nearly 20-min-

ute talk, our Holy Father challenged 
his listeners to ignite a much-needed 
revolution of tenderness in our world.

Tenderness, the Holy Father sug-
gested, “is the love that comes close 
and becomes real. It is a movement 
that starts from our heart and reaches 
the eyes, the ears and the hands. Ten-
derness means to use our eyes to see 
the other, our ears to hear the other, to 
listen to the children, the poor, those 
who are afraid of the future. To listen 
also to the silent cry of our common 
home, of our sick and polluted earth. 
Tenderness means to use our hands 
and our heart to comfort the other, to 
take care of those in need.”

WHAT BETTER TIME?
What better time could there be to launch a revolution 

of tenderness than during the Advent and Christmas 
season? After all, the heart of Christmas is the story of 
God’s coming among us as a helpless baby — this is the 
epitome of tenderness. As Pope Francis shared, “God 
himself descended into Jesus to be on our level. This is 
the path that Jesus himself took. He lowered himself, he 
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Join the revolution of tenderness this Advent, Christmas

Court seems divided in cake case examining religious rights

Guest 
column

sr. constance 
Veit, lsp—

Washington 
Letter

carol 
Zimmermann—

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The U.S. Supreme Court 
seemed equally divided in the long-anticipated oral 
arguments Dec. 5 about the baker who refused to make 
a wedding cake for a same-sex couple because of his 
religious beliefs.

Even Justice Anthony Kennedy’s comments went right 
down the middle, from expressing concern for those 

who would be shut out of services 
to later stressing that “tolerance is a 
two-way street” and saying the state of 
Colorado, where the bakery is located, 
seemed to be “neither tolerant or re-
spectful” of the baker’s views.

The case, Masterpiece Cakeshop v. 
Colorado Civil Rights Commission, pits 
anti-discrimination laws against free-
dom of speech and freedom of religious 
expression.

It drew strong feelings on both sides 
long before the court heard the argu-
ments with the filing of 100 friend-of-
the-court briefs months ago and the 
crowds lined up for days hoping to get 
into the court during the arguments. 
Crowds also gathered on the Supreme 

Court steps under cloudy skies and warm temperatures, 
chanting and holding aloft placards such as “Justice for 
Jack” (the baker) and “Open for All.”

SUPPORT FROM CATHOLIC GROUPS
The U.S Conference of Catholic Bishops filed a friend-

of-the court brief in support of the baker joined by the 
Colorado Catholic Conference, Catholic Bar Association, 
Catholic Medical Association, National Association of 

lived his entire human existence practicing the real, con-
crete language of love. Tenderness is the path of solidar-
ity, the path of humility.”

Imagine what Christmas would be like 
if we opted out of the commercialism of 
the season in favor of tenderness! If we 
didn’t have to be on the lookout for the 
next sale or the latest decorating ideas, we 
could better use our eyes to see the lonely 
and the misfit. If we chose silence over the 
24-hour Christmas carol station once in 
a while, we would grow more attuned to 
the cry of the poor and the deepest hopes 
and fears of our children. And if our arms 
weren’t so full of packages, we could more 
easily reach out to others with the caress 
of God himself.

But we can choose tenderness over materialism and 
consumerism this Christmas! It’s a matter of slow-
ing down, putting Christ at the center and prioritizing 
people over things. Reaching out to serve those on the 
peripheries and cherishing those who are close to us will 
bring us deeper fulfillment and more precious memories 
than all those material gifts we don’t really need. Tender-
ness is its own reward!

STRENGTHEN INTERGENERATIONAL BONDS
Meeting with a group of young people last Advent, 

Pope Francis invited them to welcome the joy of the sea-
son as a gift and to witness to it in their families, schools 
and parishes. He specifically encouraged them to share 

it with their grandparents by talking to them, asking 
them questions and learning from their memories and 
experiences. He also told grandparents that they should 

make an effort to understand their grand-
children, and to listen to their aspirations 
and hopes. 

As a Little Sister of the Poor, I can think 
of no better way to launch the revolution of 
tenderness than for families to strengthen 
intergenerational bonds this Christmas. If 
you are young, reach out to your grandpar-
ents or elder aunts and uncles. And if you are 
older, shower the kids in your extended fam-
ily with the unconditional love and attention 
that only elders know how to give.

I have one last suggestion this Christmas — 
and it springs directly from our Holy Father’s TED Talk. 
“Quite a few years of life have strengthened my convic-
tion that each and everyone’s existence is deeply tied 
to that of others,” Francis told his audience. And then, 
incredibly, he asked for a little tenderness for himself: 
“We all need each other. And so, please, think of me as 
well with tenderness, so that I can fulfill the task I have 
been given for the good of the other, of each and every 
one, of all of you, of all of us.”

So, as you help ignite the revolution of tenderness this 
Christmas, don’t forget to say a little prayer for the man 
who inspired it!

sister constance Veit is director of communications for the Little 
Sisters of the Poor.

Imagine what 
Christmas would 
be like if we 
opted out of the 
commercialism of 
the season in favor 
of tenderness!

Catholic Nurses-USA and National Catholic Bioethics 
Center.

And after the hour and a half of oral arguments, chair-
men of three USCCB committees issued a statement say-
ing: “America has the ability to serve every person while 
making room for valid conscientious objection.”

It also said it hoped the court would continue to “pre-
serve the ability of people to live out their faith in daily 
life, regardless of their occupation,” noting that artists 
“deserve to have the freedom to express ideas — or to 
decline to create certain messages — in accordance with 
their deeply held beliefs.”

The statement was issued by Archbishop Joseph E. 
Kurtz of Louisville, Kentucky, chairman of the Com-
mittee for Religious Liberty; Philadelphia Archbishop 
Charles J. Chaput, chairman of the Committee on Laity, 
Marriage, Family Life and Youth; and Bishop James D. 
Conley of Lincoln, Nebraska, chairman of the Subcom-
mittee for the Promotion and Defense of Marriage.

“WHAT IS THE LINE?”
The case before the court at the end of 2017 was five 

years in the making, beginning in 2012 when Charlie 
Craig and David Mullins asked the Colorado baker, Jack 
Phillips, to make a cake for their wedding reception. 
Phillips refused, saying his religious beliefs would not 
allow him to create a cake honoring their marriage.

The couple filed a complaint with the Colorado Civil 
Rights Commission, which decided the baker’s ac-
tion violated state law. The decision was upheld by the 
Colorado Court of Appeals. The Colorado Supreme Court 
wouldn’t take the case, letting the ruling stand. The U.S. 
Supreme Court agreed to hear the case.

During oral arguments at the high court, many ques-

tions came up about what constitutes speech, since the 
baker claimed he should have freedom of speech protec-
tion.

Justice Elena Kagan asked if a florist, chef or makeup 
artist also should have the same protection and other 

roles also were called into 
question such as tailors, 
or invitation designers, as 
were other cakes; pre-made 
cakes, for example, would 
not be an issue of com-
pelled speech.

And as Kristen Waggoner, 
the Alliance Defending 
Freedom attorney repre-
senting Phillips, said “not 
all cakes would be consid-
ered speech.”

Amid the back and forth 
between what could be con-

sidered artistry and questions about how artists could 
be compelled to convey messages they disagree with, 
Justice Stephen G. Breyer asked: “Well, then, what is the 
line? That’s what everybody is trying to get at.”

“Obviously, we want a distinction that will not under-
mine every single civil rights law,” he added.

SPEECH RIGHTS OR DISCRIMINATION?
The bulk of the defense for the baker focused on his 

freedom of speech rights, which attorneys argued would 
be violated by forcing him to make this cake.

Waggoner said the court was saying it had the discre-

“America has the 
ability to serve 
every person while 
making room for 
valid conscientious 
objection.”

U.S. Bishops’ statement
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ute talk, our Holy Father challenged 
his listeners to ignite a much-needed 
revolution of tenderness in our world.

gested, “is the love that comes close 
and becomes real. It is a movement 
that starts from our heart and reaches 
the eyes, the ears and the hands. Ten-
derness means to use our eyes to see 
the other, our ears to hear the other, to 



This week, the Third Sunday of Advent, the Gospel 
begins with “A man named John was sent from 
God.” Who is this John? Why did he come? As we 

listen, we hear that he came for testi-
mony or “to testify to the light” so that 
others might believe.

When asked by the priests and Lev-
ites who he was, he tells them who he 
is not. He says, “I am not the Christ.” 
Not being satisfied, they continue to 
question his identity: “Are you Elijah? 
. . . Are you the Prophet?” After more 
questions, John finally says, “I am the 
voice of one crying out in the desert, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as 
Isaiah the prophet said.”

The one who was to follow was Je-
sus, far greater than John. John goes 
on to tell the priests and Levites that 
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As witnesses to Christ, we must prepare 

Daily Readings  —

Living the
Word

sharon priester—

Looking back, ahead

Monday, Dec. 18: Advent Weekday
Jeremiah 23:5-8
Psalm 72:1-2,12-13,18-19
Matthew 1:18-25

Tuesday, Dec. 19: Advent Weekday
Judges 13:2-7,24-25a
Psalm 71:3-4a,5-6ab,16-17
Luke 1:5-25

Wednesday, Dec. 20: Advent Weekday
Isaiah 7:10-14
Psalm 24:1-2,3-4ab,5-6
Luke 1:26-38

Thursday, Dec. 21: Advent Weekday
Song of Songs 2:8-14 or Zephaniah 3:14-18a
Psalm 33:2-3,11-12,20-21
Luke 1:39-45

Friday, Dec. 22: Advent Weekday
1 Samuel 1:24-28
(Psalm) 1 Samuel 2:1,4-5,6-7,8abcd
Luke 1:46-56

Saturday, Dec. 23: Advent Weekday
Malachi 3:1-4,23-24
Psalm 25:4-5ab,8-9,10 and 14
Luke 1:57-66

Sunday, Dec. 24: Fourth Sunday 
of Advent
2 Samuel 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16
Psalm 89:2-3,4-5,27, 29
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38

Monday, Dec. 25: Solemnity of the 
Nativity of the Lord
At the Vigil Mass
Isaiah 62:1-15
Psalm 89:4-5,16-17,27,29
Acts 13:16-17,22-25
Matthew 1:1-25

Third Sunday of Advent 
(Gaudete Sunday)/Dec. 17

Isaiah 61:1-2a,10-11; (Psalm) Luke 1:46-48,49-50,53-54;
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8,19-28

he was “not worthy to untie the sandals” of this person. 
He is there to prepare the 
way for Jesus coming, 
to be His witness and to 
share the good news with 
all the people who have 
yet to meet Him.

We — those who have 
come to know Jesus — have 
the opportunity dur-
ing these last few days of 
Advent to prepare the way 
for the Lord, to change our 
lives so that we can be like 
John and “testify to the 
Light,” Christ, and bring 
glad tidings to everyone we know. Let us go “rejoicing” as 
John did and be witnesses to Christ, helping others to know 
Him, Jesus, the savior, who was born that Christmas morn.

sharoN priester has served as a parish catechist and direc-
tor of religious education, Bible study leader, RCIA team 
member and coordinator, and regional director of religious 
education for the Diocese of Peoria. She is a member of Holy 
Trinity in Bloomington.

Mass During the Night
Isaiah 9:1-6
Psalm 96:1-2,2-3,11-12,13
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14

Mass at Dawn
Isaiah 62:11-12
Psalm 97:1,6,11-12
Titus 3:4-7
Luke 2:15-20

Mass During the Day
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98:1,2-3,3-4,5-6
Hebrews 1:1-6
John 1:1-18

Tuesday, Dec. 26: St. Stephen
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59
Psalm 31:3cd-4,6 and 8ab,
16bc and 17
Matthew 10:17-22

Wednesday, Dec. 27: St. John
1 John 1:1-4
Psalm 97:1-2,5-6,11-12
John 20:1a,2-8

Thursday, Dec. 28: 
Feast of the Holy Innocents
1 John 1:5 — 2:2
Psalm 124:2-3,4-5,7cd-8
Matthew 2:13-18

Friday, Dec. 29: Fifth Day 
within the Octave of Christmas
1 John 2:3-11
Psalm 96:1-2a,2b-3,5b-6
Luke 2:22-35

Saturday, Dec. 30: Sixth Day 
within the Octave of Christmas
1 John 2:12-17

Psalm 96:7-8a,8b-9,10
Luke 2:36-40

Sunday, Dec. 31: The Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Sirach 3:2-6,12-14 or Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3
Psalm 128:1-2,3,4-5 or Psalm 105:1-2,3-4,
5-6,8-9
Colossians 3:12-21 or Hebrews 11:8,11-12,
17-19
Luke 2:22-40

Monday, Jan. 1: Solemnity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, the Mother of God
Numbers 6:22-27
Psalm 67:2-3,5,6,8
Galatians 4:4-7
Luke 2:16-21

Tuesday, Jan. 2: Sts. Basil the Great and 
Gregory Nazianzen
1 John 2:22-28
Psalm 98:1,2-3ab,3cd-4
John 1:19-28

Wednesday, Jan. 3: Christmas Weekday
1 John 2:29 — 3:6
Psalm 98:1,3cd-4,5-6
John 1:29-34

Thursday, Jan. 4: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
1 John 3:7-10
Psalm 98:1,7-8,9
John 1:35-42

Friday, Jan. 5: St. John Neumann
1 John 3:11-21
Psalm 100:1b-2,3,4,5
John 1:43-51

Saturday, Jan. 6: Christmas Weekday
1 John 5:5-13
Psalm 147:12-13,14-15,19-20
Luke 3:23-38

We have the 
opportunity during 
these last few days of 
Advent to prepare the 
way for the Lord, to 
change our lives so 
that we can be like 
John and “testify to 
the Light.”

Hello Sisters in Christ!
What a blessed year it has been, as we celebrat-

ed the 100th anniversary of Our Lady’s appari-
tions in Fatima, and reflected on her message through-
out the year.

We held our annual Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon 
at the Spalding Pastoral Center in Peoria in April and 
were especially blessed as Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, 
CSC, not only celebrated Mass, but joined us for lunch 
and presented certificates to our honorees. Our May 

Crowning event was held at St. Ann 
Parish in Peoria, where Father Donald 
Roszkowski told us about his recent 
pilgrimage to Fatima. We were happy 
to have the Diocesan Council of Catho-
lic Women represented among the 
huge crowd at the March for Mary in 
October! And in November, we remem-
bered past PDCCW president Maralyn 
Guthrie and all the faithful departed 
at our Day of Remembrance at Sacred 
Heart Church in Annawan.

In addition to these events, the    
PDCCW continues to work closely with 
the National Council of Catholic Women 
in distributing information, resources, 
and legislative updates addressing 

major issues, such as domestic violence, the push for tax-
payer funded abortion, and just immigration reforms.

In the upcoming year, NCCW will be working to assist 
members in their faith formation by studying Pope Fran-
cis’ “Evangelii Gaudium” (“The Joy of the Gospel”). The 
theme for 2018 is “NCCW Reflecting God’s Joy: Faith-
ful Missionary Disciples.” As one who loves the subject 
of evangelization, I must admit I am very excited to see 
what’s in store for our council!

RESOURCES AVAILABLE
As you are reading this, I hope you are wondering how 

you can be a part of this organization. Recently, we sent 
letters out to member parishes, reminding them of our 
annual dues. After the first of the year, we will contact 
additional parishes to share the benefits of joining.

NCCW provides so much to us on a statewide and dioc-
esan level, which we can then pass along to you on the 
parish level. Resources include suggestions for prayer, 
but also tangible tools to distribute around your commu-
nity. All the resources in the world cannot effect change 
if we don’t implement them. It is our hope to work with 
even more parishes in 2018 to live out our call as Catho-
lic women . . . to be missionary disciples.

In order to help you stay informed, we have some on-
line options for you. You can now find us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/Peoria DCCW and on our blog at peori-
adccw.blogspot.com. If your parish is affiliated with 
us, we will post news and information about 
your women’s group events on our pages. Just let 
us know in advance so we can post online.

If you have any questions about how your parish 
women’s group can join, please send us an email at                  
peoriadccw@gmail.com. Don’t have a women’s group? 
Let us help you get one started. Or, you can consider 
joining as an individual member. Either way, I look for-
ward to getting to know more of you, to pray with more 
of you, to work with more of you as we build the King-
dom of God here on earth.

Peace and blessings.

KiM paDaN is president of the Peoria Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women. She is a member of St. Paul Parish in Danville.

Council
Comments

Kim padan—
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Harold Ryckaert, a lifetime member of St. 
Ambrose who married his wife, Judy, in 
the church in 1960. Like Ray Anderson 
and Dan DePorter who spoke before him, 
Ryckaert also thanked Father Klamut 
and the building committee “for timeless 
hours” and their wise use of resources.

“This parish is great!” said Ryckaert.

“PHASE ONE OF WHAT GOD WANTS TO DO”
Father Klamut hopes it becomes even 

greater, calling the physical improve-
ments “Phase One of what God wants to 
do here in Milan.”

“You and I know it doesn’t end here 
at church,” he said at the prayer ser-
vice. “We built this place up so that we 
ourselves can be nourished to go out and 
be living water that can bless our neigh-
borhood and community and make the 
greater Milan area a better place with the 
love of Jesus. Who is up for the chal-
lenge?”

The assembly responded with “Amens” 
so robust they hinted “Phase 2” might 
begin even before their pastor’s next 
shave.

from 20

st. ambrose

tion to decide what speech is offensive 
and what isn’t, but it didn’t “apply that in 
a fair way to Mr. Phillips.” She also said 
that “what’s deeply concerning” is how 
speech could be compelled of “filmmak-
ers, oil painters and graphic designers 

in all kinds of 
context.” 

The argu-
ments against the 
baker questioned 
if failing to provide 
services to same-
sex couples was 
discriminatory.

David Cole, a 
lawyer for the 
American Civil 
Liberties Union, 
defending the 
couple, said 
discrimination 
against the couple 
who wanted the 

cake consigned them to “second-class 
status.” 

The last minutes of the oral arguments 
boiled down to the opposing views but 
also didn’t reveal a clear path forward.

Justice Sonia Sotomayor said the na-
tion’s views about interracial marriages 
“didn’t change on its own” but because of 
“public accommodation laws that forced 
people to do things that many claimed 
were against their expressive rights and 
against their religious rights.”

“Whatever it is you choose to sell, you 
have to sell it to everyone who knocks on 
your door, if you open your door to every-
one,” she added.

In response, Waggoner said it would be 
a grave offense to the First Amendment to 
“compel a person who believes that mar-
riage is sacred, to give voice to a different 
view of marriage and require them to 
celebrate that marriage.”

Sotomayor suggested not participating 
in weddings or creating neutral wedding 
cakes but that refusing to offer goods to 
some goes against public anti-discrimina-
tion laws.

Waggoner in her last allotted minute 
said: “A wedding cake expresses an inher-
ent message that is that the union is a 
marriage and is to be celebrated, and that 
message violates Mr. Phillips’ religious 
convictions.”

from 17

zimmerman

based in Chicago and Omaha, is a not-
for-profit law firm dedicated to restoring 
respect in law for life, family, and reli-
gious liberty.

An announcement from the organiza-
tion explained that Illinois has a tradition 
of allowing taxpayer lawsuits, which are 
brought by private individuals to protect 
the public treasury.

Other pro-life groups listed on the 
complaint include the Pro-Life Action 
League, Springfield Right to Life, Clinton 
County Citizens for Life, Lake County 
Right to Life Committee, Morgan County 
Right to Life, Illinois Right to Life Ac-
tion, and Illinois Federation for Right to 
Life.

The Illinois legislators bringing the 
lawsuit and their districts include state 
representatives Barbara Wheeler (64th), 
Mark Batinick (97th), Steve Reick (63rd), 
and Keith Wheeler (50th), as well as state 
senators Dale Fowler (59th), Kyle Mc-
Carter (54th), Dan McConchie (26th) and 
Paul Schimpf (58th).

lawsuit

CANTON — St. Mary Church here, 
closed for repair and renovation since 
being damaged 13 months ago in a natu-
ral gas explosion that rocked this city’s 
downtown, will reopen for Mass this 
Sunday, Dec. 17.

Father Daniel Ebker, pastor, will 
celebrate the 9 a.m. Mass on Sunday. 

Canton church to reopen on Sunday
Masses have been celebrated in the parish 
center since the Nov. 16, 2016, explosion 
that killed one person, injured 12, and 
damaged several buildings in the city’s 
historic square.

Coverage of the parish’s return to the 
church will appear in the next issue of 
The Catholic Post.

The arguments 
against 
the baker 
questioned 
if failing to 
provide services 
to same-sex 
couples was 
discriminatory. 
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TexT and phoTos by Tom dermody
of The caTholic PosT

MILAN  — “I feel my strength leaving 
me,” joked Father Charles Klamut as his 
long beard, more than three years in the 
growing, was cut in front of cheering wit-
nesses at St. Ambrose Parish Center here 
on Dec. 1.

But while Samson of the Old Testa-
ment lost his physical power after his 
hair was chopped, Father Klamut’s beard 
and even its cutting were part of a project 
to strengthen this faith community just 
south of Rock Island for years to come.

The cutting ceremony capped an 
evening that began with a prayer service 
during which parishioners got a first look 
at their newly renovated church. Since 
late April, Masses have taken place in the 
parish center as the 91-year-old church 
was improved with two new entrances 
(including one accessible to persons with 
physical disabilities), the creation of a 
gathering space and sacristy, new floor-
ing, roof, lighting, restrooms, and more.

Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, CSC, rededi-
cated the church during a 1:30 p.m. Mass 
on Sunday, Dec. 10.

Pastor’s beard, St. Ambrose project grew together
Fr. Klamut shaved as
Milan parish returns
to renovated church

a man oF hIs Word
The project began with a pledge made 

from the pulpit by Father Klamut at a 
Mass in October 2014.

“In a moment of populist zeal,” the pas-
tor recalled at the Dec. 1 celebration, “I 
said ‘I’m not going to shave until we have 
handicapped access.’ My thinking was, 
‘It’s a ramp, how hard could it be?’”

But the project would grow, and so 
would the pastor’s beard. An addition with 
bathrooms was soon added to the ramp 
idea, which got parish leaders thinking 
about other needed church improvements, 
which necessitated a capital campaign.

“Three plus years later, here we are,” 
said Father Klamut. “I’m not perfect, but 
I am a man of my word. When I said I 
would not shave, I didn’t shave. Tonight’s 
the night.”

The trimming and shaving ceremony 
would take longer than the prayer service.

“This beard is not dying easily,” said 
Father Klamut as different shears, electric 
shavers, and hot towels were used in its 
removal.

The first to cut it was Don Hall, the 
winner of a raffle to determine who had 
the honor.

“He’s a little too excited,” said Father 
Klamut of Hall, a member 
of nearby St. Patrick Par-
ish in Andalusia, where 
Father Klamut also serves 
as pastor.

“This could be a danger-
ous procedure,” mused 
Hall as he opened a bag with multiple 
shears. “I’ll hold my hands as steady as I 
can.”

As Hall snipped and professional 
barber Bob Brown carefully finished the 
job, the crowd took pictures and offered a 
running commentary.

“We won’t know who’s saying Mass,” 
said one. “He still looks pretty scruffy,” 
said another midway through the 25-min-
ute job. And when the beard was finally 
gone, a woman shouted “You look 10 
years younger!”

But what most excited the pastor and 
his flock this night was the fresh face of 
St. Ambrose Church, located at 312 W. 
First St.

“IT TUrned oUT GorGeoUs”
“Welcome to the new St. Ambrose,” 

Father Klamut said to applause from 
those who filled the church for the prayer 
service. “How many of you thought this 
day would never come,” he asked, and 

thanked all who had a role in the project’s 
successful completion.

Prior to the service, parishioners ar-
rived early to admire the changes made 
possible by a successful “Renew and 
Restore” campaign that raised more than 
$900,000.

“It turned out gorgeous,” said Jerry 
Fowler, who knows the project as well 
as anyone. He mounted cameras on the 
neighboring rectory that snapped nearly 
565,000 photos of the construction prog-
ress over the course of seven months. 
Fowler then edited the photos down to a 
five-minute, time-lapse video shown at 

the Dec. 1 reception, 
which also featured 
entertainment by the 
Manny Lopez Quintet 
and presentations on 
parish history and its 
present outreaches.

Fowler especially likes the church’s 
brighter lighting and the gathering space, 
which includes a baptismal font, two large 
television screens, and a newly created 
cry room.

“Before the renovation, people would 
have to come into church to talk,” said 
Fowler. “Now there’s space where they 
can converse and get to know one an-
other.”

Parish volunteer Carrie McGuire told 
The Catholic Post she appreciates how 
elements of the original design were 
retained even as the church look was 
made more contemporary — including 
by a backlit silver crucifix on a new stone 
sanctuary wall.

Parishioners representing three genera-
tions spoke of their love for the parish at 
the reception.

“I want to thank all of the parishioners 
who contributed to the remodel,” said 

More photos from the prayer 
service and celebration have 
been posted to The Catholic 
Post’s site on Facebook.

Father Charles Klamut began growing his beard in October of 2014 after pledging to members of St. Ambrose Parish in Milan he 
would not shave until the church had a handicapped accessible entrance. The pastor kept his word despite the simple project 
evolving into a major renovation. After a prayer service reopening the church on Dec. 1, Father Klamut’s beard was ceremoniously 
shaved in front of cheering parishioners first by Don Hall, who won a raffle for the honors, and professional barber Bob Brown.

This view of 
St. Ambrose 
Church in 
Milan as 
seen from 
First Street 
shows the 
new main 
entrance as 
well as the 
exterior of a 
new gather-
ing space. 

The church 
renova-
tion “is just 
Phase One 
of what 
God wants 
to do here 
in Milan,” 
said Father 
Klamet, 
seen in the 
remodeled 
sanctuary.
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A special section of 

Dec. 17, 2017

Christmas 
greetings

“Come and Behold Him” was the theme for the 2017 Community Festival of Nativities in Peoria and that’s exactly what the children from 
nearby Holy Family School did. The pre-school students in Chery Craft’s class were among the first to visit the festival on Dec. 1, with 
Henry Anderton and Kate Ho taking in one of the Nativities from Msgr. William Watson’s private collection. See the story on page B13.

Holy Family pre-schooler Ryan Kollar looks at the detail in 
one of the Nativity ornaments on a revolving tree at the 2017 
Community Festival of Nativities in Peoria. Classmates Maya 
Fischer and Isabella Vargas also find sources of wonder in the 
ornaments.

‘Healing’ of cherished toy offers lesson on 
Christ Child’s gift to us: B2

Death robbed him of friend, but not the 
hope and joy she freely shared: B4

Benedictine’s Christmas village brings 
delight to school children and her 
community alike: B6
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By Shelly Zwadlo
special to the catholic post

BLOOMINGTON —I received my most 
memorable Christmas gift when I was 
a young child. We followed my dad’s 
Estonian tradition of opening presents 
on Christmas Eve, after Santa had come. 
We attended the vigil Mass, had dinner, 
then hopped in the station wagon to look 
at Christmas lights and 
search the sky for Ru-
dolph’s blinking red nose.

Since we lived under a 
traffic pattern for O’Hare In-
ternational Airport, we inevi-
tably spotted him. Then we 
agitated to get home as soon 
as possible, since obviously 
Santa had already dropped 
the gifts at our house!

But it’s funny — we 
always had a hard time get-
ting out of the driveway for 
our ride. Mom was so busy 
getting ready for the company coming the 
next day, she always accidentally left the 
iron turned on or coffeepot plugged in. 
Dad would yell at her, then protest when 
she moved to go back inside to unplug 
whatever. “I’ll go do it,” he’d bellow. Then 

Cherished toy’s ‘healing’ provides lesson in faith
he’d storm back into the house.

Well, this year was no different. We’d 
had our family drive and rushed into 
the living room to see what Santa had 
delivered.

ChRISTMaS “MIRaCle”
Now, unlike most kids, I did not have a 

stuffed bear; I had a stuffed rabbit named 
Bun Bun. He had been my older brother’s 

toy, but I took a liking to it 
as a baby, so, since he was 
now “too old” for stuffed 
toys, he graciously gave it 
to his little sister. I loved 
my rabbit — perhaps a little 
too much. He was literally 
coming apart at the seams. 
His nose was worn, his 
clothes were ragged, and his 
feet and neck were losing 
stuffing.

So what a surprise was 
mine when there under 
the tree, with the other 

gifts from Santa, was Bun Bun, sitting at 
a desk! His name was even carved on the 
chair. He wore brand new custom-made 
brown pants and a matching vest. And he 
had a new nose, new padding on his feet, 
and all his holes had been stitched closed. 

It was a Christmas miracle — the healing 
and enrichment of my dear companion! 
(My mother now tells me that the miracle 
was that they got the rabbit away from me 
long enough for his “surgery.”)

I still cherish that memory, and the joy 
I felt for Bun Bun. And now I also think 
of how, because of that first Christmas, 

millions of us have received the same gift 
Bun Bun did. We are healed, restored, 
and enriched by the gift of Jesus Christ, 
sometimes even through the intercession 
of good old St. Nick.

shellY ZWaDlo is a member of Historic St. Patrick 
Parish in Bloomington.

A young Shelly 
Zwadlo is reunited 
with her cherished 
stuffed rabbit 
Bun Bun during 
one memorable 
Christmas. She 
said because of 
Christ’s birth, all of 
us have received 
the same gift as 
Bun Bun: healing, 
restoration and 
enrichment. provided 
photo

Because of that first 
Christmas, millions 
of us have received 
the same gift Bun 
Bun did. We are 
healed, restored, and 
enriched by the gift 
of Jesus Christ.



W e all know the wonderful and, by 
anyone’s standards, somewhat 
unbelievable story of Christmas.

It begins with the Gospel of Matthew 
(Matthew 1:1-25) at the 
Christmas Eve Vigil 
Mass. The genealogy of 
Christ sets the stage for 
the wonderful event. We 
learn that Joseph has 
married his fiancé, Mary 
(despite the fact that she 
has become pregnant, 
and not by him).

Later, at the Mass 
During the Night, we 
learn that Mary and 
Joseph have journeyed 
to Bethlehem. There, 
Mary gives birth to the 
child, in (of all places) 
a barn for animals. The 
shepherds in the field 

(of all people) are visited by angels who 
announce the birth as good news.

The Mass at Dawn continues the story, 
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580 E. Ogden Ave., Geneseo
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Living the
Word

sister mary 
core, osB—

Monday, Dec. 25/Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)  —

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year 

from our Staff

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!

815-894-2345 • 800-447-9138 
statebankofcherry.com

“Become the Best Version of Yourself”
Matthew Kelly

At the Vigil Mass
Isaiah 62:1-15
Psalm 89:4-5,16-17,27,29
Acts 13:16-17,22-25
Matthew 1:1-25

Mass During the Night
Isaiah 9:1-6
Psalm 96:1-2,2-3,11-12,13
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14

Mass at Dawn
Isaiah 62:11-12
Psalm 97:1,6,11-12
Titus 3:4-7
Luke 2:15-20

Mass During the Day
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98:1,2-3,3-4,5-6
Hebrews 1:1-6
John 1:1-18

Celebrating Christmas and the miracle of ‘Yes’

as the shepherds go in haste to the stable 
where they find Mary, Joseph and the 
baby. They spread the word.

This baby, born in a barn, surrounded 
by dusty animals and unkempt field 
hands, is the Savior, the long-awaited 
Messiah. (Luke 2:1-18)

Now comes the powerful line that — after 
decades of reading it — this year, stopped 
me cold: “Mary kept all these things, and 
pondered them in her heart.” (Luke 2:19)

Certainly, Mary must have pondered, 
questioned and doubted what was hap-
pening in her life. After all, she was just 
as human as you and I, and I know I 
would have questioned the events; maybe 
even wondered about my own sanity.

Yes, I suspect Mary pondered, big time!

RESPONDING IN FAITH
She had asked other questions nine 

months earlier when an angel appeared 

to her and told her she would give birth to 
the Messiah. She was troubled then and 
asked, “How can this be?”

Rather than a direct answer, the angel 
told Mary that her elderly, barren relative 
Elizabeth was with child, “for nothing will 
be impossible for God.” In her response to 
the angel we discover how Mary can ques-
tion and ponder and not run away: “May it 
be done to me according to your word.”

Mary’s response is one of faith and 
trust in God. The “unbelievable” becomes 
believable because of her deep, abiding 
faith and trust.

And now, here in a barn, miles from 
home, she ponders once more: “I have a 
son, a beautiful child. A child whose birth 
the angels proclaimed to a group of smelly 
shepherds in the countryside. A child who 
is sleeping in the food trough because the 
hostel is filled and we are being obedient 
to the Roman Caesar.”

Mary’s “Yes” has produced many pro-
found consequences already, and, as we 
know, will produce many more. I imagine 
her continuing to ponder, on that humble 
night in the barn: “Will Joseph remain 
faithful? Or will he send me away as the 
law allows? My mind is swimming. I don’t 
understand. I’m filled with fear, with joy, 
with so many questions. All I can do is 
trust and believe that all this is from God.”

INVITATION TO PONDER, TRUST
As you listen to the story of the Nativity 

this Christmas, I invite you to ponder and 
to trust, as Mary did.

As you look back at a year in our coun-
try filled with so much violence and fail-
ing in Christian morals, can you still trust 
that God has the big picture?

Just as with Mary, our journey is not 
without pain and question. We wonder, we 
ponder, we question: Why this cross? Why 
another burden? How will we get by?

Like Mary, when things are not clear or 
understood, God’s grace gives us what we 
need to freely accept or reject all . . . and 
accepting can include shaking our fist at 
the heavens.

Trusting and believing says God is big 
enough, loving enough, forgiving enough to 
accept our questions, denial and disbelief. 
Our pondering doesn’t have to be quiet or 
pretty. Eventually — with God’s grace and 
our “Yes” — it will lead to trust and faith 
that God is with us, and all will be well.

Merry Christmas. Like Mary, “keep all 
these things, and ponder them in your 
heart” and may your greatest gift be the 
miracle of your own “Yes” to God.

sister marY Core, is a member of the Sisters of the 
Order of St. Benedict of St. Mary Monastery in 
Rock Island, where she serves as liturgy director. 
She also leads the Women’s Book Club for St. 
Maria Goretti in Coal Valley, and Mary, Our Lady 
of Peace in Orion.



gifts. Like many families, if the boxes 
are really nice we reuse them. As I 
was collecting the empty boxes, some-
thing fell out of the lid of one. It was a 
Christmas bag and inside was Carol’s 
handwriting: “To Sonny, Merry Christ-
mas! Love, Carol.” The bag contained 
a musical tie and a musical Christmas 
ornament.

My face turned white. I had never seen 
that bag before 
and surely 
never noticed 
it when I was 
wrapping gifts. 
I felt like cry-
ing. It was as if 
Carol was still 
with me and 
letting me know 
that she is fine.

I have prayed 
for Carol every 
day since she 
passed away. I 
can still feel her 
presence and 
get emotional 
when I play a 
piece of music 
and notice her 
name written somewhere on the score.

I guess God wasn’t finished with me 
yet. The cancer went into remission. 
Maybe Carol put in a good word for me. 
I’ll have to wait to find out.

GalesburG
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1849 North Seminary Street  Galesburg
(309) 342-1913  www.watsonthomas.com

May the blessings of Christmas be with you 

and your loved ones all throughout the year!

colona and silvis

December 24 (Christmas Eve)
3:30-4 p.m. Christmas Carols at Our Lady of Guadalupe, Silvis
4 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass at Our Lady of Guadalupe, Silvis

6:30 p.m. Children’s Choir Mass at St. Patrick, Colona
10 p.m. Christmas Carols sung by our choir with 

Mass beginning at 10:30 p.m. at St. Patrick, Colona

December 25 Christmas Day
8 a.m. Christmas morning Mass at Our Lady of Guadalupe, Silvis

The linked parishes of 
St. Patrick, Colona, and 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, 

Silvis, 
wish you and your 

family a 
Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year! 
Please come and join 
us in celebrating this 

holiest of nights!

champaiGn

Friend’s death couldn’t stop hope he received from her 

I had never seen 
that bag before 
and surely never 
noticed it when 
I was wrapping 
gifts. I felt like 
crying. It was 
as if Carol was 
still with me and 
letting me know 
that she is fine.

Longtime collaborators Sonny Huffman 
and Carol Wake do what they loved to do 
most —make music together. Her death 
devastated him, but her last Christmas 
present to him gave him hope. Provided photo

From the editor: In the following reflection, 
Sonny Huffman talks about his friend, 
Carol Wake, a longtime music teacher and 
church musician who served at St. Bernard 
and St. Vincent de Paul, both in Peoria, un-
til her death. He continues to live in Peoria 
and minister as an organist for Masses at 
St. Vincent de Paul Church.

By Sonny huFFman
sPecial to the catholic Post

Many people throughout the Dio-
cese of Peoria knew Carol Wake. Carol 
recruited me several years ago to be the 
organist for the choirs she directed. It 
didn’t take long before we became very 
close friends.

Carol and I shared many personal 
aspects of our lives and it was not un-

usual for her to show up at my house or                                                                
send messages or emails regarding the 
music she planned. Carol stayed close 
when I went through Stage IV lympho-
ma. Anybody that knew Carol knew she 
had the gift of hospitality and concern 
for others. Father (James) Pallardy 
used to tease us about being “Sonny 
and Cher” because we worked so well 
together.

Each Christmas Eve after Mass, we 
would exchange gifts. We always tried 
to outdo each other by giving gifts with 
a musical theme. My house is full of 
these gifts today. All through the year 
we would tease each other by saying, “I 
found you a Christmas present today.” I 
really looked forward to this fun time we 
shared every year.

Carol passed away suddenly on Oct. 

20, 2015. I was devastated and totally in 
a depression. My best friend was gone. 
That Christmas Eve I totally felt dead 
inside. I already had my gift for Carol, 
sitting in the attic, alone and unused.

an uneXPeCted GiFt
On Christmas Day 2015, my family 

came over after Mass and we exchanged 

“The Lord has made his salvation 
known: in the sight of the nations he has 
revealed his justice. He has remembered 
his kindness and his faithfulness toward 
the house of Israel.” (Psalm 98:2-3)
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Merry Christmas
and blessings 
to all in the 
New Year!

520 First St., LaSalle 
ph: (815) 223-1505

rivalins.com

When bad things happen, 
you need good people

La Salle

Knox County Christmas Masses

Christmas Eve:
4 p.m. Corpus Christi, Galesburg

4:30 p.m. Sacred Heart, Abingdon
5 p.m. Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

Galesburg
6 p.m. St. Patrick, Galesburg

8 p.m. Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
Galesburg

Christmas Day:
7 a.m. Corpus Christi, Galesburg

9:30 St. Aloysius, Wataga
10 a.m. Corpus Christi, Galesburg

11 a.m. Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
Galesburg

11:30 a.m. St Patrick, Galesburg

By NaNcy Wiechec
catholic news service

One of the most ubiquitous Christmas 
hymns, “Angels We Have Heard on High,” 
sweetly captures the scene of the shep-
herds’ watch, of the angel that appears to 
them announcing Christ’s birth, and of 
the heavenly host singing praises to God.

The song encapsulates the spiritual and 
earthbound nature of the moment — the 
perfect prelude to the Incarnation — 
when the Word of God becomes flesh.

Humans give angels features that we 
can relate to. But angels have no bodily 
form. They are of a spiritual nature that 
our minds cannot fully comprehend.

Around Advent and Christmas, I like 
to imagine what that moment was like 
for the shepherds, how the revelation of 
Christ’s birth came to them. The song 
“Angels We Have Heard on High” always 
brings out these thoughts.

All of our senses serve to help us reflect 
upon the Christmas feast, its importance 
and meaning. Think of the songs we hear, 
the art and decor we observe, and the 
scent of incense at midnight Mass. Those 
of us who bake and cook believe that taste 

Polish Chrusciki: ethereal 
reflection of glorious event

Start to finish: 1 hour
Yields about 40 cookies

6 eggs yolks
8 ounces sour cream 
3 tablespoons granulated sugar
1 tablespoon vanilla 
1 tablespoon brandy
3 cups all-purpose flour
Vegetable oil for frying
2 cups powdered sugar for coating

In a large mixing bowl beat the egg yolks, 
sour cream, granulated sugar, vanilla and 

Polish Chrusciki  (Angel Wings Cookies)
brandy until smooth. Slowly mix in the flour 
until dough comes together.

Turn out onto a floured surface and knead 
the dough until smooth. If dough become 
too sticky, add a little more flour. Cover 
the dough with a bowl and let rest for 10 
minutes.

Heat vegetable oil in a deep fryer or a deep 
pot to 375 F.

Divide the dough into three pieces and roll 
out each piece into a thin rectangle about 
3 inches wide. Cut into strips that are about 
1 inch by 3 inches. On each strip, make a slit 
longways down the middle and pull one end 
through the slit to form a bow. 

Place the bows, a few at a time, in the hot 
oil and deep fry until golden brown. Let 
the cookies drain on paper towels and then 
sprinkle the chrusciki with powdered sugar.

Cool the cookies completely before serving 
or storing. Chrusciki are best served im-
mediately but can be stored in a dry airtight 
container for a day or two.

cns photo/nancy wiechec

can be a part of that reflection.
My Polish heritage gives a reminder of 

the rich yet delicate moment of the “Glo-
ria” in the form of a crispy pastry. Like we 
imagine angels to be, Polish chrusciki are 
ethereal — light, delicate and pleasing. 
They are a delicious and memorable addi-
tion to any Christmas cookie tray.

nancY Wiechec is the former photos and graph-
ics editor and visual media manager for 
Catholic News Service. Follow her on Twitter:  
@nancywiechec.

from 
Father Pallardy, Father Schultz, 

Staff and Parishioners 
of  

St. Vincent de Paul, Peoria

Pontiac
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Merry Christmas
from 

St. Mary, Metamora 
and 

St. Mary of Lourdes, 
Germantown Hills 

Pastor, Father Gregory Jozefiak
Parochial vicar, Father Vien Van Do

Christmas Mass Schedule:
Dec. 24 (Christmas Eve)

4 p.m., St. Mary, Metamora
4 p.m., St. Mary of Lourdes
6 p.m., St. Mary, Metamora
10 p.m., St. Mary of Lourdes
10 p.m., St. Mary, Metamora

Dec. 25 (Christmas Day)
8:30 a.m., St. Elizabeth, Washburn

9 a.m., St. Mary of Lourdes

By Jennifer Willems
of The caTholic PosT

ROCK ISLAND — Benedictine Sister 
Mary Core didn’t start out to make a 
Christmas village that enchants children 
and adults who visit St. Mary Monastery 
from late Advent through the Christmas 
season. It just sort of happened.

What is more intentional is the focus on 
why Christmas is such a meaningful — as 
well as fun — celebration.

Among the young visitors Sister Mary 
sees each year are Benedictine Sister Ste-
fanie MacDonald’s preschoolers from Our 
Lady of Grace Catholic Academy in East 
Moline. They perform a Christmas pro-
gram for the Sisters and then get to explore 
the village with its hundreds of figurines, 
buildings, road signs, trees, lights, decora-
tive surprises and a running toy train.

“When the kids come I say, ‘How many 
Santas can you find?’ There’s probably 
15 or 20 different Santa Clauses,” said 
Sister Mary, who is director of liturgy at 
the monastery. “Then I say, ‘OK, here’s 

Benedictine’s Christmas village
puts Nativity at the center of it all

the really important question: how many 
Nativity scenes can you find?’”

Not only are there several located 
throughout the display, but a large Nativ-
ity scene that is one solid piece holds a 
place of honor at the center of the village.

Ever the educator, Sister Mary said, “I 
always try to make sure there’s something 
about Jesus.”

An eCleCTiC COlleCTiOn
She bought the first nine pieces, which 

were advertised as jewelry boxes, for 
$7 about 30 years ago. They looked like 
houses and the idea was to use them as 
Christmas decorations.

When Sister Mary put them out with 
some greenery for a Christmas party, 
many people commented on how nice the 
display looked.

“That was the beginning of a dangerous 
journey,” she said with a chuckle. “I’m one 
of those people who picks up things that 
are broken and repairs them. That’s what 
started to happen.”

Sister Mary salvaged three deer from a 

Christmas display that was damaged and 
then acquired an eight-piece plywood kit 
that she put together and painted. That 
added a train trestle, railroad station, 
hotel and Victorian house, among other 
structures, to the village.

“Nothing has cost me much of any-
thing,” she said. “It’s a very eclectic vil-
lage. I would put things together, add on 
things. Sometimes I’ve had people give 
me pieces and say, ‘If you want this you 
can have it.’”

One of her best finds came while she 
was teaching at St. Bede Academy in 
Peru. An old train set had been left in a 
cupboard and when no one claimed it she 
cleaned it up and added it to the Christ-
mas village.

A favorite with children, the train left 
the track one too many times and had to 
be retired eventually.

“Little ones love to touch. I don’t mind if 
they touch — that’s just part of what little 
kids do,” Sister Mary said, noting that she 
resigned herself to doing without. That 
didn’t last for long, however.

A sale combined with a coupon from 
a generous shopper at Hobby Lobby put 
a train back in the village two years ago, 
much to the delight of all.

The newest addition to the village is a 
barn, in honor of her father, Darrell Core, 
who died in November. Sister Mary said her 
father had designed the barn for the dairy 
farm they lived on during her childhood, 
and it seemed a fitting tribute to him.

Sister Mary Core, OSB, said it delights her to watch children enter into “the wonder-
land of little houses and people and motion” of her Christmas village at St. Mary 
Monastery in Rock Island. Provided photo

Please Turn To villAge b15
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Kevin DeRoo, Jeff DeRoo   

May Jesus’ 
gift 

of salvation 
be yours 

this 
Christmas 
season!

moline

please turn to wallace b15

We thank our readers, 
advertisers, and supporters, 

and wish you a 
Blessed Christmas 

and a joy-filled 2018.

The staff of

By Jennifer willems
of the catholic post

CHILLICOTHE — Early one cold 
December morning, long before the sun 
filled the sky, a baby boy was born.

No, not that baby.
This birth took place just south of Chill-

icothe, but it was still the best Christmas 
present Geneva Wallace ever received.

On that Christmas Eve, the child made 
it clear that he was ready to enter the 
world sooner than expected, leaving the 
mother gasping for breath. His father 
called for an ambulance.

A certified registered nurse anesthetist, 
Wallace started volunteering with Rescue 
33 in Chillicothe when she was 40 and 
continued for 10 years. She said she would 
usually take call on Christmas Eve so 
the other emergency medical personnel 
would be free to celebrate the holiday.

“It was about 2 in the morning and it 
was for a mother in labor,” Wallace re-
called. “We had snow — about 2 or 3 feet. 
The roads were passable, but not easily 
passable.”

While you never plan to deliver a pa-
tient at home, she said it was obvious the 
baby had other plans.

Special delivery made for best Christmas nurse ever had

“I don’t think we’re going to get to 
Peoria with you,” Wallace told the mother, 
who already had one young son. “I think 
when we put you on the stretcher you’re 
going to deliver. What would you like to 
do — deliver in your home or deliver in 
the ambulance?”

She knew there wasn’t much time be-

cause she could see the baby’s head.
The mother chose to have the baby at 

home and after pushing two or three 
times the child, Andrew, was born. When 
his big brother heard him cry he got ex-
cited and said, “Baby! Baby!”

“I was just praying the baby would 
breathe,” said Wallace, who had wit-

nessed many births over the course of her 
long nursing career at Firmin Desloge 
Hospital of Saint Louis University in 
St. Louis and OSF Saint Francis Medi-
cal Center in Peoria, but hadn’t actually 
delivered a baby until that night.

“The baby cried and I cleaned him and 
got him all dried off and bundled him up 
and bundled her up and we all went to the 
hospital,” she told The Post.

When she got home, Wallace woke her 
husband and two daughters and told 
them, “I had the best Christmas anybody 
could ever have!”

“And I do believe that was the best Christ-
mas,” she said. “A healthy baby, healthy 
mom. It was a great Christmas gift.”

After the mother was home a day or 
two, Wallace took flowers to the mother 
and saw the baby. Every year after An-
drew’s birth, she would visit the family 
and bring chocolate Santas for him and 
his brother, and the mother would occa-
sionally send notes or a little card to her.

“It was a nice relationship,” said Wal-
lace, now 82 and retired for 15 years.

A member of St. Edward Parish in 
Chillicothe, she has five grandchildren 

Geneva Wallace of 
Chillicothe served 
as a certified 
registered nurse 
anesthetist at 
OSF Saint Francis 
Medical Center in 
Peoria for much of 
her 42-year career. 
Now retired, she 
takes great joy in 
hooking rugs and 
teaching others 
to do the same. the 
catholic post/Jennifer Willems
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By Dave Mishur
special to the catholic post

. . . All these people milling about, 
pushing, shoving, jostling. Can’t get 
anywhere. That’s what happens when 
Caesar says he wants all the world to be 

counted. What 
Caesar wants, 
Caesar gets. And 
what you get 
is this insane 
mob. Oh, to be 
back home, with 
friends and a cup 
of wine, instead 
of here in this 
city, on this mis-
erable night!

Wait, who’s 
that? Some poor 
guy with his wife 
on a donkey. 

She looks pregnant. On a night like this, 
with this crowd? They can’t hardly get 
through the people. Must be looking for 
a place to stay. Good luck! Everything’s 
taken.

They seem like a nice couple. Especial-
ly the wife, not yelling at her husband 

It’s a miserable night in the city . . .
like all the other women. She looks, well, 
patient. And he’s looking at her with 
those big, warm eyes. Eyes like you’ve 
never seen before. Placid. Confident. At 
ease with himself and the world. Unlike 
everybody else in this miserable crowd.

Time to get to my room. The innkeep-
ers are thieves. Jacked up the prices be-
cause they knew there would be a crowd. 
Funny, the inns are full and the shops 
are empty. Can’t buy anything to eat, or 
drink, just a little water from the well.

If Caesar was here he’d be laughing at 
this mess. He knows how to get people 
riled up. You can feel it in the crowd. 
They press in on you, bumping, rudely 
yelling for you to get out of the way. And 
the noise, it’s overwhelming. Can’t they 
just shut up? My inn is no better. Might 
as well sleep in the street.

a BaBy is BOrN
Wait! There’s that guy again. Wander-

ing through the crowd. What’s he want? 
He looks a little frantic. Probably can’t 
find his wife in this mob.

“Please, sir. My wife just had a baby. 
She’s thirsty. Can you spare a little 
water?”

A baby! On a night like this. So I give 

the kid a little of my water. He walks 
away, back through the crowd.

But . . . his eyes! They looked right 
through me. Big, trusting eyes. Full 
of love and compassion, and. . . . This 
is crazy. In this crowd, this miserable 
crowd, to be thinking of eyes, and notic-
ing eyes and how peaceful and loving 
they are.

What about 
that guy? Clean, 
but with big, 
calloused hands, 
like a tradesman. 
Maybe a carpen-
ter. And, a baby, 
on a miserable 
night like this. 
There he is at the 
edge of the crowd. I think I’ll follow him. 
See where he’s going. Can’t get to the 
inn, might as well see the new baby.

It’s tough getting through the crowd, 
keeping my eyes on the carpenter as 
he weaves his way through the mass of 
people. They yell at him as he pushes 
his way through, polite, but determined 
to get to his wife with that small cup of 
water.

Finally, the crowd begins to thin. The 
noise level is lower now. My pulse slows 
as I see something in the distance. It 
looks like a stable. Maybe that’s where 
that pair ended up. And where the baby 
was born.

Animals are milling about, their 
breath steamy in the cool air. And, 
what’s this? Shepherds. What are they 
doing here? No need to push my way 
through them. They stand aside, allow-
ing me to get up close. There’s a crowd 
here, too. But a different kind of crowd. 

Quiet. Respectful. Almost . . . adoring.

Never The saMe
Suddenly the carpenter looks my way. 

He smiles, and those eyes burn into 
mine. He nods to his wife, she looks up 
with even bigger eyes, more lovely and 
loving than any eyes I’ve ever seen. And 
she smiles. She knows! She knows I was 

the one who gave 
them water.

I seem to have 
fallen on my 
knees. Why? It 
seems foolish for 
me to be on my 
knees. But then 
I notice that 
everyone else is 

also kneeling. The shepherds, even some 
of the animals.

Wait, there’s something else. It’s . . . so 
. . . calm. My breathing is quiet, almost 
contemplative. And, there’s music. Rich, 
soaring, beautiful singing. A massive 
chorus. Where’s it coming from? And 
what are they singing? “Glory to God in 
the highest. . . . and peace. . . .” Peace. I 
can feel it; it enwraps me.

The woman holds up the baby. He’s 
looking right at me. His eyes more beauti-
ful even than his mother’s. His eyes hold 
mine and I’m speechless with wonder.

Somehow I know that because of this 
child, and this wonderful, glorious night, 
my life will never be the same. And 
the world itself will have been changed 
forever.

DaVe mishUr is a professional writer and con-
sultant. He and his wife, Pat, are members of 
St. Mary Parish in Pontiac.

Somehow I know that because of this 
child, and this wonderful, glorious 
night, my life will never be the same. 
And the world itself will have been 
changed forever.

Mishur

The Nativity scene at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Peoria offers a glimpse into the event that 
changed the world forever. Columnist Dave Mishur reflects on how a miserable night 
became a night filled with wonder for one observer. the catholic post/Jennifer Willems
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nauvoo

Merry Christmas

from 

The Hancock 

County 

Catholic

Churches 

ottawa

1219 Fulton,  Ottawa, IL     
Phone 815-433-0478     

The cheese shop 
n' deli

CaterIng FOr aLL OCCasIOns

Wishing You Happiness at Christmas

pekin

www.HancockCountyCatholic.org

Morton

Christmas Eve Masses
4 p.m., 6 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.

Christmas Day Masses
8 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.

225 East Greenwood St.
Morton, IL

www.bscmorton.org

Monmouth

Christmas Eve Masses
5:30 p.m., 7:30 p.m. (Spanish) & 10:30 p.m.

Christmas Day Mass
8 a.m.

Immaculate Conception
Monmouth

St. Theresa’s, Alexis

St. Patrick’s, Raritan

Christmas Eve Mass
4 p.m.

Christmas Eve Mass
5:30 p.m.

Christmas Day Mass
8 a.m.

Glory to the Newborn King

Joy to the World!

diamonds — Watches — Jewelry
Rosaries — crosses

415 Fifth st.                         peru, il
        (815) 223-0627

peru

St. Joseph Parish
303 S. 7th St. Pekin, IL 61554

309-347-6108
www.stjosephpekin.org

Christmas Eve Masses:
4 p.m. Children’s Mass

8:30 p.m. Christmas Carols
9 p.m. Mass

Christmas Day Mass:
9 a.m. Mass

By Lisa Hines
special to the catholic post

EUREKA — Christmas 2014 was a 
Christmas like no other.

On Nov. 17, 2014, a tornado hit Wash-
ington, Illinois, at approximately 11:05 
a.m. and destroyed our house. That day 
our world was literally turned upside 
down.

My husband, John, my dad, Leo, 91 
(who had been living with us since 2011), 
and our little dog, Mr. Wiggles, were liv-
ing in a very small two-bedroom house 
that my cousin graciously let us rent in 
Eureka until our new house was built. I 
knew immediately that there would not 
be much of a Christmas, if any, that year.

We were thankful no one was hurt and 
that many of our belongings that were 
in the basement were salvaged. So our 
Christmas decorations were still in boxes 
somewhere, but there was no room in the 
new little bitty living room for our big 
7-foot tree, and I was not in any mood for 
Christmas anyway.

Since we were now living in Eureka, 
we started attending Mass at St. Luke 
Church. My cousin had been telling 
me about this great priest there named 
Father Eugene Radosevich, and said that 
I needed to go and check it out. This was 
my chance.

GiFT FROM GOD
She was right. I fell in love with St. 

Luke’s and the people there and Father 
Radosevich was pretty “awesome.” I loved 
his big beautiful voice when he sang. They 
were so happy to have a family there from 
the Washington tornado. Someone even 
called us their token “tornado family,” 
which still makes me laugh.

This was God’s first, early Christmas 
gift. He showed us how good He is and 
how blessed we were, even though we 
had lost nearly everything we had. I had 
never felt so loved by so many people who 
wanted to help in any way they could.

We were still overwhelmed with all 
that came with losing a home and having 
to start over. We had never built a house 

before. I didn’t have time to think about 
decorating, shopping for gifts, and cook-
ing a Christmas turkey. I was going to let 
it pass by as just another day.

Well a few weeks went by and I contin-
ued to push Christmas out of my mind. 
Much to my surprise during the next Sun-
day’s homily, the Lord, speaking through 
Father Radosevich, who didn’t like the 
idea of me not wanting to celebrate the 

birth of Jesus, had something to say about 
that. I realized that pushing Jesus out of 
Christmas was not a good idea, and that 
it was Him that I needed to focus on and 
prepare for His coming. I walked out of 
church that Sunday with a new attitude 
and plenty of gratitude.

The best gift, and one that was much 
needed that Christmas, was the birth of 
my Lord and Savior anew in me. It was 
the simplest yet most profound reality of 
what Christmas is all about. We had no 
tree, no gifts and no turkey dinner, and 
that was OK. Our culture overcomplicates 
and commercializes the birth of Christ. 

The picture (seen at left) is a copy of 
the one I had hanging in my house when 
the tornado hit. When I found it among 
the rubble it was still intact. It is again 
hanging on my living room wall and 
continues to be the Jesus that I go to. He 
speaks to me whenever I spend time in 
front of it.

lisa hines is a member of st. Luke Parish in 
eureka.

Family finds meaning in wake of Washington tornado
The best gift, and 
one that was 
much needed that 
Christmas, was the 
birth of my Lord 
and Savior anew 
in me. It was the 
simplest yet most 

profound reality of what Christmas 
is all about.



2400 S.W. Adams, Peoria, IL 61602
Phone: (309) 676-3573 
www.kellyglass.com
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Merry ChristMas!

Peoria

Merry Christmas

309-697-6575 l cmarsh@classygrassinc.com

2018

Peoria

B
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Christmas Eve
4:30 p.m.

Family Mass
No incense 

Caroling at 4 p.m.
10 p.m.

Midnight Mass
Moderate incense

Caroling at 9:30 p.m

Christmas Day
7:30 a.m.

9 a.m.
11 a.m.

Moderate incense

Saint Mark, the Beacon 
on the Hilltop, wishes 

    you a 
    Blessed 

    Christmas!

We sincerely wish our 
many customers 

and friends every blessing 
of the season.

J. C. Dillon Inc.
“When Your Water is Spillin’, 

Call Dillon”

1515 W. Luthy Dr. • 689-1596   
Peoria

Merry Christmas

Spring Valley Mini-Market
508 W. Dakota St.

For all your holiday shopping needs!

Spring Valley Streator

309-691-3121
6926 N. University, Suite G1 l Peoria

By Victoria Henseler Kuntzmann
special to the catholic post

HAVANA — In different years my two 
sisters, Mary and Alice, and I attended 
Rosary College in River Forest. We all 
served in the dining hall to help with 
tuition.

In the 1990s, when the school became 
Dominican University, they renovated 
and updated things and sold all of the 
original dining room chairs for $50 each. 
The chairs had been beautifully hand-
crafted by Louie, a refugee from Russia 
that the Dominican nuns took in as a 

Days as ‘Rosary girl’ recalled 
sculptor and furniture maker.

Unknown to Alice and me, my sister 
Mary trekked up to River Forest and 
purchased three chairs, one for each of 
us. Mine appeared on my front porch, 
adorned with a big red bow. I was over-
whelmed when my husband, who was in 
on the secret, led me out to discover it.

Needless to say it is now my most cher-
ished possession! It continually recalls 
such fond and unforgettable memories of 
those wonderful days as a “Rosary girl.”

Victoria henseler Kuntzmann lives in Havana 
and is a member of St. Patrick Parish there.

The most memorable Christ-
mas gift received by Tom and Dee 
O’Connell of Blessed Sacrament 
Parish in Morton wasn’t due until 
January 1961, but arrived on Dec. 
4, 1960. “God blessed us with a 
beautiful and health baby girl, 
Julie, who weighed 5 pounds, 3 
ounces,” the O’Connells wrote. 
She joined her brother, Greg, 
and sister, Sue, and became a big 
sister three years later to Michael. 
provided photo

Early ‘gift’ 
gratefully received



email: dcnbob@ccapeo.org
www.ccapeo.org

Here for you, now and forever.

Peoria
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“Have a Blessed Christmas and a Safe New Year”
From the Staff at

Winter hours:
October — February
8 a.m — 4:30 p.m.

Mass Schedule:
Christmas Eve

5 p.m., 7 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Christmas Day

7 a.m., 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Dan anD Carol UnDerhill
special to the catholic post

OTTAWA — Our daughter, Lisa, was terminally ill. 
We were taking care of her for three and a half years in 
Bloomington. We were in Ottawa for a weekend before 
Christmas in 2015 and, of course, no Christmas decora-
tions were up at our home.

After Mass at St. Columba Church, she bought a Santa 
ornament from a sale they had. She hung Santa above 
our kitchen table and said, “Now you have a decoration.”

A few months after this, she passed away.
The Santa still hangs there and we’ll never take it 

down. Every time we sit down to eat, we see Santa hang-
ing there and we know that Lisa is with us.

A Christmas gift from our daughter

This photo 
is taken 
from the 
Christmas 
card the 
Underhills 
sent out in 
2016, the 
year their 
daughter, 
Lisa, died. 
“She was a 
jewel,” they 
said. 

By PatriCia K. PenCe
special to the catholic post

BLOOMINGTON — As my father’s fingers aged, it was difficult for him to play his 
beloved violin. He mentioned to Mom that he would like a mandolin.

After advertising in mid-November . . . an Illinois State police officer from Kewanee 
met me in Peoria — he with a mandolin in a homemade case and me with a check for 
$50. He later sent us a packet of music.

Too excited to wait for Christmas, I delivered this treasure to Daddy that evening. He 
was thrilled and practiced until we had a family sing-a-long on Christmas Eve.

Through the years he played almost daily, always ending with “Goodnight, Ladies.” 
He last played on July 4 and died on July 8, 1997.

That was my favorite gift to give!

patricia K. pence is a member of Holy Trinity Parish in Bloomington.

By Charles oPrian
special to the catholic post

MACOMB — One of my favorite gifts that I received was my first big two-wheeled 
bicycle when I was 13 years old. It was a beautiful bright red, my favorite color.

Living in cold, snowy Cleveland, Ohio, meant that on my maiden voyage on the bike the 
day after Christmas, I slid on the ice and scratched and dented the fenders on the new bike.

One of the most memorable gifts I recall giving was the diamond engagement ring I 
offered my wife of 48 years on Christmas Day in 1968. I can still remember the beauti-
ful smile on her face when she received the ring.

charles oprian is a member of St. Paul Parish in Macomb.

Mandolin fills heart, house with music

Ring brings smile remembered for 48 years
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Mass times: 
Christmas Eve: 4:30, 6:30 and 10:30 p.m.

Christmas Day: 7:30, 9 and 11 a.m.
New Year’s Eve: 7:30, 9 and 11 a.m. 

New Year’s Day: 9 a.m. 

Merry Christmas

from 
Father Pallardy, Father Taylor, 

Staff and Parishioners of 
St. Vincent de Paul, Peoria

St. Ann Church,
Peoria

Mass times:
Christmas Eve:
4:30 p.m. and 

Midnight

Christmas Day:
10 a.m.

Peoria

Festival of Nativities unites
community around manger

Peoria

BLOOMINGTON — Christmas 1994 was a memorable one for Patrick and Rosalie Phelan, 
who received a llama from their children to help guard their sheep. The Phelans needed 
more security for the flock when the ram they purchased at the 4-H Fair the previous sum-
mer was killed by coyotes. After they received the llama, however, they never lost another 
sheep to predators.

In the provided photo (above), Pat Phelan looks on as his granddaughter, Sarah Con-
nour Hastings holds the lead of their special Christmas gift.

The Phelans are members of St. Mary Parish in Bloomington.

Llama proves fun and useful gift for family

At a time when so much seems to be 
dividing humanity, celebrating the birth 
of Christ is one thing that unites people. 
That thought is the driving force behind 
the Community Festival of Nativities in 
Peoria.

“Come and Behold Him” was the theme 
for the second annual event, which was 
sponsored by St. Vincent de Paul Church, 
All Saints Greek Orthodox Church and 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints. It 
was held at 
the Mormon 
church and in-
cluded nearly 
1,000 Nativity 
scenes from 
around the 
world.

Among 
them were 
a Fontanini 
village with 
160 pieces 
collected by 
Msgr. Charles 
Beebe, a se-
nior priest of 
the Diocese of 
Peoria; more 
than 70 Na-
tivities from 
the personal 
collection of 
Msgr. Wil-
liam Watson, 
a senior priest 
of the diocese 
living in Odell; 

and about 200 Nativities that were 
collected by Father Ronald Margherio, 
OSB, chaplain at St. Bede Academy in 
Peru.

The Sisters of St. Francis of the Im-
maculate Conception, or Heading Avenue 
Franciscans as they are affectionately 

known, also made available their large 
collection of Rolan Johnson Christmas 
ornaments and framed art. They are 
based on the Christmas cards designed 
by the Peoria man who was considered 
one of the best screen-print artists in the 
world.

St. Vincent de Paul’s participation in the 
festival was intended as an ecumenical 
contribution to Peoria and a way of edu-
cating people, according to Father James 
Pallardy, pastor, who said they brought a 

“Santa and the 
commercialized 
aspect has really 
become dominant 
in the Christmas 
season, but 
exhibiting the 
Nativity, especially 
in such a large and 
unifying format 
through the festival 
really keeps us 
aware that we’re all 
really celebrating 
the birth of the 
Lord.”

Father James Pallardy

please turn to nativities b15



Wenona

Knox Chapel
2106 7th Ave.

Rock Island, IL 61201
(309) 786-5421

wishing you and your family 
all the blessings of Christmas.

For unto us 
a child is born.

Wheelan - Pressly 
Funeral Home and Crematory

Rock Island

201 East 4th Avenue
Milan, IL 61264
(309) 756-5513

Steve D. Pressly, Owner

801 W. Edington St.
Reynolds, IL 61279

(309) 372-8433

3030 7th Avenue
Rock Island, IL 61201

(309) 786-5421

from the 
Conventual Franciscan 

Friars and 
Parishioners 

of
St. John the Baptist, 

Lostant
St. Mary, 
Wenona

St. Patrick, 
Minonk
St. Ann, 
Toluca

A Blessed 
Christmas
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By Harry J. DuDley
catholic news service

Did you ever wonder as you wandered 
through the neighborhood at Christmas 
time, where all this caroling came from?

The first question I think of is one I 
remember a dear friend shared with me 
one Christmas. As a child, she would ask: 
“Who on earth is ‘Harold Angel’? You 
know, the one we sing about in ‘Hark, the 
Harold Angel Sings’?”

Yet, even knowing as an adult that the 
word is “herald” — the adult question 
might be, “Where did we ever get the idea 
that angels sing?”

Biblical scholars like to note that the 
usual passages quoted about the sing-
ing of angels in Scripture are not clear 
(see Job 38:7; Revelation 5:9). In Job, the 
Hebrew word translated “sang” doesn’t 
always refer to music. It can also be trans-
lated as “joyfully shouted,” “resoundingly 
cried” or “rejoiced.”

Even the word “angels” itself, in the 
New International Translation, means 
“sons of God.” There are similar concerns 
in the Book of Revelation.

But what about the Christmas story 
found in Luke 2:13-14? Again, the words 
of the angels are “said,” not specifically 
“sung.” Since singing is a type of speak-
ing, the passage does not eliminate the 
idea that the angels sang — but neither 
does the passage clearly help us. In short, 
the Bible alone can’t help us.

THaNK ST. FraNCIS
Another question can be raised: Why 

do we sing carols everywhere, at home, in 
taverns, in malls, etc.? Well, we can look 

Who is ‘Harold Angel’ and why do we sing carols?

to England for a possible answer.
Confusion about the biblical language 

along with some of the practices connected 
to singing Christmas carols led Oliver 
Cromwell and the Puritan Parliament to 
stop the singing of carols in church or in 
public in 1647. Rather than stop caroling, 
this led the practice to continue in homes 
right up to Victorian times when collections 
of carols were gathered and shared to be 
sung again in public and church festivals.

However, can we look further back in 
history? The word “carol,” perhaps comes 
from the Greek “choros” and “choros” 
means a dance or a song of praise and joy. 
In pagan times, carols used to be written 
and sung during all four seasons, but only 
the tradition of singing them at Christmas 
has really survived.

The first known carols were in Latin. 
However, God’s troubadour, St. Francis 
of Assisi and his band of little brothers, 
changed that and developed carols in the 

language of the people for use in celebra-
tion of the Nativity. There is a treasure 
trove of information on the internet about 
this history and how the custom spread.

SINGING HaS POWer
We may ask, why is singing so impor-

tant anyway? Well, perhaps we can thank 
King David and his singing of the Psalms 
for that.

It is, however, St. Paul who advised the 
Ephesians (5:18-20) to be “filled with the 
Spirit, addressing one another (in) psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and playing to the Lord in your hearts, 
giving thanks always and for everything 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
God the Father.”

Apparently, singing is a natural re-
sponse to God’s presence. Since we 
celebrate God sending “Emmanuel” to set 
his tent among us, we have much to sing 
about. As the angels are always in God’s 

St Paul’s Choris-
ters sing tradition-
al carols during a 
rehearsal ahead of 
Christmas Day at 
St. Paul’s Cathe-
dral in London 
last Christmas. 
Singing reminds 
us that we are all 
connected to God 
and one another 
in our common 
humanity. cns photo/
hayoung Jeon, ePa

presence, too, and aware of it, it is no 
wonder that we believe they sing!

After all, singing has a tremendous 
power to unite us and lift up our hearts, 
minds and, yes, even our bodies to want to 
dance in God’s presence. Singing reminds 
us that we are all connected to God and 
one another in our common humanity. God 
taking on that humanity is what we cel-
ebrate as the true “reason for the season.”

Perhaps we need to ask fewer questions 
for a moment and simply enjoy singing more 
during this glorious season. So, let’s join in 
with Harold Angel, er, the “Herald Angels” 
and sing “Glory to our newborn king!”

harrY J. DUDleY is assistant director for certifica-
tion of ecclesial ministry for the Secretariat of 
Catholic Education at the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops.
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Pontiac

Wallace
from b7

You don’t have to be a child to enjoy the 
Christmas village, though.

“What’s amazing to me is how many 
adults enjoy looking at it, too,” she said. 
“There’s something about imagination 
and displays that catch the Christmas 
spirit of people somehow.”

That’s important, because Jesus’ birth 
was God’s gift to us, she told The Post.

village: adults, children enter in christmas spirit
from b6 “When I think of Christmas, I think of 

the Holy Family, all families, the wonder 
and beauty of new life,” Sister Mary said. 
“It was, in my own family, a wonderful, 
wonderful time.”

Over the years, the celebration — like 
the Christmas village — has expanded.

“God loved us so much that this is what 
he did for us. He sent us his Son — with the 
wonder and the joy and the awe of what all 
that means for our salvation,” she said.

nativities: even if no other decorations go up, nativity is a must, priest says
from b13

and one great-grandchild. Wallace said 
her family comes to her cozy home on 
Christmas Eve and she spends Christmas 
Day with her sister.

Despite the passage of time — little 
Andrew would be about 30 now — Wal-
lace said, “There’s not a Christmas Eve 
that goes by that I don’t think about them. 
That was the best Christmas.”

very traditional Catholic representation to 
the effort.

“Santa and the commercialized aspect 
has really become dominant in the 
Christmas season, but exhibiting the 
Nativity, especially in such a large and 
unifying format through the festival     
really keeps us aware that we’re all really 
celebrating the birth of the Lord,” he 
said.

Msgr. Beebe added to the educational 
component, speaking to various groups 
about the origin of the Nativity scene in a 
cave in Greccio, Italy. St. Francis of Assisi 

is credited with assembling the scene for 
a Mass celebrated at midnight in 1223.

A miracle happened that night, when 
the Christ Child appeared on the altar at 
the moment of consecration, Msgr. Beebe 
said.

“Ever since Francis’ time, the Christmas 
creche has been reproduced in nearly ev-
ery culture and society on earth,” he said. 
“And here we have gathered together in 
one spot for this festival of Nativities, so 
many examples of this Christmas creche. 
They are all so beautiful and reflect the 
beauty of this holy season.”

More importantly, they remind us of 
the true meaning of Christmas, that “the 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us,” 
Msgr. Beebe said.

Father Ronald, who started collecting 
Nativity scenes as a student at Loras Col-
lege in Dubuque, Iowa, said it is impor-
tant for families to retain this aspect of 
the Christmas celebration.

“My family had a set. When I was a 
little kid we would say prayers before 
Christmas in front of the Nativity set,” he 
said. “My mom still puts up the same set.”

Everyone should have a Nativity, even if 
they don’t have any decorations.

“We need to be reminded,” Father Ron-
ald said. “There’s nothing like this that 
reminds us again.”
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