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1,000
BY JENNIFER WILLEMS

OF THE CATHOLIC POST

Score one for the Holy Spirit.
Actually, make that 1,000.
Cursillo in Christianity has offered 1,000 

weekends of spiritual renewal in central 
Illinois since 1964 and the men and women 
who fi lled St. Mary’s Cathedral in Peoria 
last Saturday night fi lled the church with 
songs of joy and prayers of thanksgiving for 
the countless blessings Cursillo has brought 
them.

Joining them for the celebration was 
Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, CSC, who presided 
at the Mass and then went to the Spald-
ing Pastoral Center 
to mingle with the 
Cursillistas and their 
guests.

“It is simply true 
that there are a lot of 
folks who go to church 
every Sunday, but 
still have never met 
the Lord Jesus Christ,” he said in greeting 
them before Mass. “From the bottom of my 

heart I give thanks to God for the thousand 
Cursillos that you folks represent.”

The words of gratitude went both ways.
Jo Fuller, lay coordinator for Peoria Cur-

sillo, praised Bishop Jenky for embracing 
the Roman Catholic movement and standing 
fi rm on allowing Protestants to participate, 
if they choose.

“Our dear bishop, with his perseverance, 
has enriched Cursillo and our lives,” she 
said. “From the bottom of our hearts, Bishop 
Jenky, we thank you.”

BRING FRIEND TO CHRIST
Cursillo is a Spanish word meaning “short 

course” and is designed to be a short course 
in Christian-
ity. That happens 
through lay wit-
ness talks coordi-
nated with talks 
on grace and the 
sacraments given 
by clergy.

It is estimated 
that more than 40,000 men and women 
in central Illinois have strengthened their 

relationship with God through Cursillo.
At the reception that followed, the Cursil-

listas were asked to think of their sponsors 
and give thanks for the gift of Cursillo 
that was shared with them. Then Maureen 
Alouan, diocesan lay coordinator, invited 
them to “pay it forward.”

“The only way this wonderful movement 
can continue to bear fruit is by sponsor-
ing others to experience Cursillo,” she said. 
“Look into your hearts and ask our Lord 
who he wants you to share Cursillo with 
this year. Then put your apostolic action 
into practice and go out and make a friend, 
be a friend and bring that friend to Christ.”

Alouan said if everyone present spon-
sored just one person in 2012, the eight 
Cursillo weekends planned at the Spalding 
Renewal Center would not be suffi cient to 
accommodate all the candidates.

GETTING PERSONAL
Alouan also recognized some of the 

“faithful servants” in the Peoria Cursillo 
community, starting with the past and 

Diocese grateful as Cursillo
celebrates milestone weekend

It is estimated that more than 40,000 
men and women in central Illinois 
have strengthened their relationship 
with God through Cursillo.

Among those at the celebration for 1,000 Cursillos in the Diocese of Peoria on Dec. 3 were pioneers Joe Sondag (left) and Mary Slevin (right) 
who were part of the � rst Cursillo weekends for men in 1964 and women in 1965. With Sondag are his son and daughter-in-law, Deacon Bob 
and Theresa Sondag, and Bishop Jenky. Slevin is chatting with Marta Templin. The Catholic Post/Jennifer Willems
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To: The Clergy, Religious and Laity of the Diocese of Peoria 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 
In 2010, while visiting a senior-care facility, our Holy Father Pope 

Benedict XVI noted, “Indeed, the provision of care for the elderly 
should be considered not so much an act of generosity as the repay-
ment of a debt of gratitude.” Soon, our parishes will be taking up the 
annual collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious, an opportu-
nity to honor and thank thousands of senior Catholic sisters, brothers, 
and religious order priests for their faithful service. 

Whether or not we realize it, we are all benefi ciaries of the tremendous 
contributions these women and men have made to the Church in the 
United States. Through hard work, prayer, and sacrifi ce, they built Catholic 
schools and hospitals, initiated programs to promote social justice, and 
ministered to the neediest among us. As I refl ect on the dedication of elder 
religious, I remain grateful for the ways they have shaped my own faith 
and for the tremendous service they have offered our diocese. I hope you, 
too, recall a sister or brother who made a positive difference in your life. 

Today, many religious communities struggle to care for their elderly 
members. Sky-rocketing health-care costs and decreased income 
make it increasingly diffi cult to provide necessary medications, nurs-
ing care, and basic services. Aging convents and other facilities pose 
additional challenges in terms of safety and handicap accessibility. 

I recognize this is but one of numerous worthy causes in need of sup-
port and that many in our own community face fi nancial diffi culties. I 
ask you simply to give what you can. In thanksgiving for all that senior 
religious have done, please join me in supporting the Retirement Fund 
for Religious and in praying for God’s continued 
blessing on our nation’s elderly sisters, brothers, 
and religious order priests. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C. 
BISHOP OF PEORIA 

Retirement Fund for Religious
collection: a way to honor, thank
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Cathedral events:
Sheen, Guadalupe,
new monsignors

The poster for the 
2011 Retirement 
Fund for Religious 
Collection features 
a face familiar to 
members of 
parishes in Pekin 
and Creve Coeur. 
Father Ronald 
Turcich, OSA, now 
81 and living in 
Chicago, was 
associate pastor 
of St. Joseph’s, 
Pekin from 1987 to 
1990, and pastor 
at Sacre Coeur 
Parish, Creve Coeur, 
from 1990 to 1991. 
The collection will 
be received the 
weekend of Dec. 
10-11. (See related 
story, page 8.)

The Cathedral of St. Mary of the 
Immaculate Conception, located in 
Peoria at 607 N.E. Madison Ave., is 
the mother church of the Diocese 
of Peoria. Weekend Masses are at 4 
p.m. on Saturdays (in Latin), and at 
10:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. (in Span-
ish) on Sundays.

Upcoming celebrations and 
opportunities for prayer at the 
cathedral include:

Sunday, Dec. 11: Mass to close the 
tribunal investigating the alleged 
miracle attributed to the interces-
sion of Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen, 
10:30 a.m.; prayer vigil begins at 
8:30 p.m. for the Feast of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe.

Monday, Dec. 12: “Las Mananitas” to 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, the rosary 
and traditional dances, 5 a.m.; a pre-
sentation of the appearance of the 
Virgin of Guadalupe, 4:30 p.m.; and 
bilingual Mass with Bishop Daniel R. 
Jenky, CSC, 7:15 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 14: Conferral of 
Papal Honors on New Monsignors 
and Protonotary Apostolic, 7:15 
p.m. (Reception follows at Spalding 
Pastoral Center.)

Saturday, Dec. 24: Family Mass of 
Christmas Eve, 4 p.m. (in English); 
Candlelight Christmas Concert, 8 
p.m.; Solemn Christmas Eve Mass, 
9 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 25: Midnight Mass in 
Spanish, midnight; Solemn Mass of 
Christmas Day, 10:30 a.m.; Solemn 
Mass of Christmas Day in Spanish, 
12:15 p.m.
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BY JENNIFER WILLEMS
OF THE CATHOLIC POST

Presiders and parishioners have always 
been partners in the praying of the Mass 
but it has never been more evident than 
in the last two weeks, as they’ve leaned 
on each other to welcome the new Eng-
lish translation of the Roman Missal.

“God bless the people. They know it’s 
a new translation and they know it’s a 
change. We get up and we go again,” said 
Msgr. Tim Nolan, pastor of St. Joseph’s 
Parish in Pekin.

“If they feel like we’re all in this to-
gether we can journey together and that’s 
a good thing,” he told The Catholic Post.

“The priests 
were more ner-
vous than the 
congregation,” 
according to 
Msgr. Gregory 
Ketcham, di-
rector and head 
chaplain of St. 
John’s Catho-
lic Newman 
Center at the 
University of 
Illinois.

In the New-
man setting, 
however, there 
are fewer 
distractions, 
he said, so the 
chaplains and 

the students are able to connect in a dif-
ferent way.

“I found them to be engaged and ex-
cited,” he said. “We started the Mass by 
saying, ‘OK, here we are. Break out the 
worship aids.’”

Msgr. Ketcham said the students told 
him they appreciated how descriptive 
the new translations of the Eucharistic 
Prayers are and how vivid the imagery is.

“Because it’s very beautiful it leads 
them into the sacred and reverence is the 
response to that,” he said.

One of his favorite images comes from 
Eucharistic Prayer II, where it asks that 
those who have died be welcomed into 
the light of God’s face.

“We don’t often think of God’s face — 
being face to face with God,” said Msgr. 
Ketcham. “That really resonated with my 
heart.”

REDISCOVERING ‘GREAT GIFT’
Father Geoffrey Horton, pastor at St. 

Anthony’s in Hoopeston and chaplain 
at Schlarman Academy in Danville, said 

phrases like “grant us, we pray” and “we 
humbly beseech you” put more solemnity 
into the relationship between God and 
his people.

“We remember that the God who is so 
generous in giving himself to us, what a 
great gift that is,” he explained. “That’s 
not to be taken casually.”

Father Horton said he prepared St. 
Anthony parishioners through a series 
of talks over the summer for anyone who 
was interested and they started using the 
“Mass of Wisdom” for the service music 
as soon as permission was granted in 
September. At the parish and at Schlar-
man he showed “Encounter: Our New 
and Ancient Mass,” the fi lm produced by 
the Diocese of Peoria.

“Preparing to teach everyone about it 
taught me,” he said.

As a former teacher, Father John 
Thieryoung went through the missal 
and highlighted a few sections that he 
thought might be confusing at fi rst. He 
also read the text out loud several times 
so he could get comfortable with the fl ow 

of the words.
“I imme-

diately see a 
much richer 
depth to the 
prayers,” 
he told The 
Post. “In the 
long run I 
think people 
are start-
ing to see it, 
too.”

For now, 
the pas-
tor of St. 
Catherine’s 
in Aledo, St. 
Anthony’s in 
Matherville, 
St. John’s in 

Viola and St. Mary’s in Keithsburg has 
jotted down references to the missalettes 
— the parishes use two different versions 
— so he can help the parishioners fi nd 
their place.

Father Eugene Radosevich, pastor 
of St. Luke’s in Eureka and chaplain at 
Salve Regina Newman Foundation at 
Eureka College, said he put his own ref-
erence guide together for the people and 
tries to maintain a sense of humor while 
they all make the transition together.

“If they give me the wrong response I 
say something like ‘Not quite’ and 
we repeat the phrase,” he said with a 
laugh.

“I would be lying if I didn’t say it 

was challenging,” Father Radosevich 
acknowledged. “It’s coming.”

A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY
What is disconcerting for the priests is 

that, for now, 
they must 
focus on the 
written word 
more than 
they’re used 
to.

“Even as 
often as I 
practiced 
— and I 
had three 
Masses on 
Sunday and 
fi ve Masses 
during the 
week — it 
isn’t prayer 
yet. That’s 
what bothers 

me,” said Msgr. Richard Pricco, pas-
tor of St. Paul’s in Macomb. “It’s getting 
the words right. I’m hoping it becomes 
prayer soon.”

“We have a unique opportunity as a 
church, as a monastic community and as 
presiders, because it’s impossible to cel-
ebrate Mass on autopilot anymore,” said 
Father Dominic Garramone, OSB, choir 
master of St. Bede Abbey in Peru. “‘Full, 
active conscious participation’ isn’t just 

an ideal, it’s a necessity now, especially 
with regard to the Eucharistic Prayers.”

He said he has to work harder to make 
the text meaningful and prepare more 

thoroughly 
to lead the 
congrega-
tion.

“In some 
ways it’s 
like being 
a newly or-
dained priest 
again, and 
that’s a good 
thing,” Fa-
ther Dominic 
said.

After all 
the anticipa-
tion, Msgr. 
Ketcham 
said, “We 

have a lot of time to absorb this and 
bring it to prayer and see what effect it 
has on us.”

“Overall I’m fi nding it very much a 
renewal of my appreciation of the priest-
hood, a renewal of being a presider and a 
renewal of the prayer that can come from 
the liturgy,” he said.

Father Ric Schneider, OFM, pastor of 
St. Mary’s in Bloomington, said he fi nds 
people are patient as they persevere.

“They seem to be getting along. We’ll 
catch on eventually,” he said.

Priests, parishioners adapt to Mass prayer changes  

“I found them to be 
engaged 
and 
excited. 
We 
started 
the Mass 

by saying, ‘OK, here 
we are. Break out the 
worship aids.’”
Msgr. Gregory Ketcham

“I immediately see 
a much richer depth 

to the 
prayers. 
In the 
long run 
I think 
people 

are starting to see it, 
too.”

Father John Thieryoung

“If they give me the 
wrong 
response 
I say 
some-
thing like 

‘Not quite’ and we 
repeat the phrase.” 

Father Eugene Radosevich

“In some ways it’s 
like being 
a newly 
ordained 
priest 
again, 
and that’s 

a good thing.”

Father Dominic Garramone, OSB

ROCK ISLAND — All Catholic artists 
are invited to share their talent and love of 
God in “The Art of Faith,” a juried sacred 
art show and sale planned Feb. 18 and 19 
in Farrell Hall at St. Pius X Church.

Interested persons can submit three 
photos of recent work (within three years) 

KEWANEE — Have a child on your 
Christmas list but are low on funds? The 
youth group at Visitation Catholic School 
is hosting a “Toy Recycling Event” on 
Sunday, Dec. 18, from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in the 
school gym.

Organizers described the event as “like a 
garage sale except the price is always $0.”

Youth group members and all interest-
ed parents are asked to look around their 
homes for toys that are in good shape but 

‘Toy recycling’ in Kewanee Dec. 18
are no longer being used. The donated 
toys can be brought to the gym at 3:30 
p.m. on the day of the event. They will 
be displayed on tables by the time guests 
arrive.

Youth group members will sing Christ-
mas carols while the “shoppers” make 
selections and will provide cookies and hot 
chocolate.

For more information, call Paula Patty at 
(309) 883-1715.

Sacred art show planned in Rock Island
and a statement of how their art refl ects 
faith in the Trinity, the beauty of Christ’s 
humanity, or God’s creation. 

Entries can be sent via e-mail to jmr@
dishmail.net by Dec. 29, 2011, or interested 
persons may contact Jill at (309) 787-5742 
for more details. 
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St. Augustine 
Manor

1301 N.E. Glendale Ave, Peoria
www.staugustinemanor.net

or e-mail: jerimyers2003@yahoo.com 

Independent Living Retirement Community

(309) 674-7069
for a free lunch and tour

Your friends are waiting...

AffordAble studio, 
1 And 2 bedroom ApArtments.

Meals prepared 
by Barracks 

Cater Inn

Call Jeri at 

Home Healthcare 
available by contract 

on site

DAILY MASS

Position Available: Tribunal Notary
Duties/Qualifi cations: Confi dential Secretary - Absolute Discretion 
Required
Secretarial Skills: Keyboarding, knowledge of Microsoft Offi ce 
(Word, Excel, Access)
Additional Duties: Receptionist, Case Management
Potential candidate required to learn the legal procedures of the 
Catholic Church, possess strong oral and written communication skills.
Language skills desired: Spanish, possibly some Latin

Competitive earnings with experience and benefi ts available.
Position available: Wednesday, January 18, 2012

Catholic Diocese of Peoria,  Attn: Human Resource Offi ce, 
419 NE Madison Ave., Peoria, IL  61603

Email your letter and resume to: 
srmarianne@cdop.org or humanresources@cdop.org

CITATION
T. 112/11 DAHLKA-SCHONSCHECK
As the actual dwelling place of Kevin Jay Schonscheck is unknown to the Mat-

rimonial Court of the Diocese of Peoria, 419 N.E. Madison Ave., Peoria, Illinois, we 
hereby cite Kevin Jay Schonscheck to appear in person or by duly designated 
proxy in the courtroom of the Matrimonial Tribunal of the Diocese of Peoria on De-
cember 23, 2011, 10 a.m. Notice is hereby served that unless the said Kevin Jay 
Schonscheck appears at the hour and on the day designated or offers suffi cient rea-
son for absence, the requirements of law regarding notifi cation shall be considered 
fulfi lled and the case shall proceed according to the norm of law. Anyone who knows 
the present address of the above-mentioned is bound to make known this Citation. 

Sr. Marianne Burkhard OSB, J.C.L., Judge/Ponens
D. Williams, Notary

Given: November 29, 2011, The Tribunal, Peoria, Illinois

Members of a newly formed “parish cluster” get acquainted at the 
start of a regional meeting in the Growing in Faith Together process 
Monday night hosted by Trinity Catholic Academy in LaSalle. Seated, 
from left, are Scott Richard and Norman Alleman of St. Anne’s Parish, 
Toluca, and Kathleen Lutz of St. Mary’s, Wenona. Standing, from left, 
are Bob Baker, Tim McNamara, and Roger Petri, all of St. Patrick’s, 
Minonk. The various parish clusters, listed on the following page, will 
evaluate in the coming months ways to better work together to serve 
God’s people. The Catholic Post/Tom Dermody

Four months into the yearlong 
Growing in Faith Together (GIFT) 
diocese-wide initiative planning 
for the future of parish life, some 
nervousness and questions admit-
tedly remain. 

But as the process entered a new 
phase last week with two days of 
regional meetings, there were also 
many expressions of trust and 
hope.

“On Monday and Tuesday — 
between priests, deacons, religious 
and lay people — there were 850 
persons at eight meetings talking 
about planning for the future of 
parish structures in this diocese,” 
said Msgr. Paul Showalter, vicar 
general. “I fi nd that very moving.”

“I feel more confi dent about 
the process because I’m trusting 
the power of the Holy Spirit and 
the good Catholics we have in the 
Diocese of Peoria to help with 
this kind of planning,” he told The 
Catholic Post Wednesday.

Msgr. Showalter is diocesan proj-
ect coordinator of GIFT, a major 
initiative involving all diocesan 
parishes and missions. Announced 
by Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, CSC, in 
July, the process took another step 
last week as parishes were orga-
nized into neighboring “clusters” to 
evaluate ways to work together to 

Parish study process takes
next step as ‘clusters’ form

better serve the people of God.
“I’m excited about it,” said Bishop 

Jenky in comments Tuesday at the 
start of a gathering of the Diocesan 
Planning Commission, a geograph-
ically representative group of about 
20 persons who will play a key role 
in the process. 

The bishop called the GIFT 
process “a great opportunity” for 
parishes to become more active in 
evangelization.

“We can start thinking of the 
church not as a social club but 
more in terms of evangelization, 
and how we do things better when 
we do them collectively.”

CLUSTER MEETINGS
To that end, parish leaders in-

volved in the process gathered for 
regional meetings in Peoria, Cham-
paign, LaSalle, and Rock Island on 
Monday evening and in Wash-
ington, Bloomington, Ottawa and 
Monmouth the following night.

It was the second round of re-
gional meetings, but the fi rst time 
they sat at tables with neighboring 
parishes in their assigned “cluster.”

“We believe God has planned a 
future full of hope, but we’re not 
sure what it’s going to look like,” 
said Maureen Gallagher, a mem-
ber of The Reid Group of consul-

tors that is guiding the diocese 
through the process. Speaking 
to 125 Catholics from dozens of 
area parishes who met in LaSalle 
Monday night, Gallagher walked 
the leaders through the next steps 
in the process. 

All parishes in the diocese will 
be affected by the GIFT initiative 
and will propose a future model 
of parish life from one of four op-
tions: merged or consolidated par-
ishes, linked parishes, partnership 
parishes, or an “in solidum” team 
approach. After rounds of dialogue 
and recommendations between the 
clusters and the Diocesan Plan-
ning Commission, Bishop Jenky is 
scheduled to make fi nal decisions 
next August.

At the regional gathering in 
Monmouth on Tuesday, representa-
tives from six Catholic parishes in 
Hancock and Henderson counties 
wore colorful matching t-shirts to 
express their unity and trust in the 
process. The shirts had the phrase 
“Why not us?” on the front and 
listed the churches on the back, 
according to Father Tony Trosley, 
pastor of all of the parishes.

“We’re six, but we are one,” said 
Father Trosley of the churches of 
St. Mary’s, Nauvoo; Sacred Heart, 
Warsaw; Sacred Heart, Dallas City; 
Immaculate Conception, Car-
thage; St. Mary’s, Hamilton; and 
St. Patrick’s, Raritan. He said the 
shirts were a “a recognition of how 
distinct we are, and our key role in 
the communities we serve.”
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To continue the yearlong Grow-
ing in Faith Together (GIFT) pro-
cess exploring ways to be stronger 
and more effective, parishes of the 
Diocese of Peoria were organized 
into “clusters” at regional meetings 
held Dec. 5-6.

Input from the individual 
parishes was considered in the 
formation of the clusters, which are 
listed below. Some of the original 
working numbers of the clusters 
were eliminated as modifi cations 
were made.

Parish representatives in each 
cluster will work together in the 
coming months to offer recommen-
dations for future models of parish 
life to the Diocesan Planning 
Commission. As they work through 
the process, which includes com-
munication in their own parishes, 
the cluster teams can tap into the 
assistance of volunteer facilitators 
in each region, who met for train-
ing this week with the Reid Group 
consulting team at the Spalding 
Pastoral Center in Peoria. The 
names of the regional facilitators 
appear at the end of each list.

REGION 1
Cluster 1 — St. Mary’s, Canton; St. 

Patrick’s, Havana; St. Mary’s, Lew-
istown; Immaculate Conception, 
Manito; and St. Michael’s, St. David

Cluster 2 — St. Anthony’s, Barton-
ville; Holy Family, Peoria

Cluster 3 — St. St. Patrick’s, Elm-
wood, and St. Matthew’s, Farmington

Cluster 4 — Sacred Heart, St. Ann’s, 
St. Joseph’s, St. Mark’s, St. Philom-
ena’s, all in Peoria, and St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Newman Center, Peoria.

Cluster 5 — St. Bernard’s, St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, and St. Peter’s, all in Peoria, 
and St. Thomas the Apostle, Peoria 
Heights

Cluster 6 — St. John the Baptist, 
Bradford; St. Patrick’s, Camp Grove; St. 
Dominic’s, Wyoming; and St. Mary of 
the Woods, Princeville

Cluster 7 — St. Jude’s, Peoria; St. Vin-
cent de Paul, Peoria; and St. Edward’s, 
Chillicothe

Cluster 8 — St. Monica’s, East Peoria; 
St. Luke’s, Eureka; Blessed Sacrament, 
Morton; and St. Patrick’s, Washington

Cluster 9 — Sacre Coeur, Creve 
Coeur; St. Mary’s, Delavan; St. Jo-
seph’s, Hopedale; and St. Joseph’s, 
Pekin

Cluster 10 — St. John’s, Benson, and 
St. Joseph’s, Roanoke

Cluster 11 — St. Mary of Lourdes, 

Germantown Hills; St. Mary’s, 
Metamora; and St. Elizabeth’s, Wash-
burn

Cluster 12 — St. Joseph’s, Brim� eld; 
St. Mary’s, Kickapoo; ; and St. James, 
Williams� eld

Facilitators: Bev Bryan, Jim Heat-
wole, Deacon Mike Mannino, and Kim 
Thompson

REGION 2
Cluster 1 — Immaculate Concep-

tion, Bongard; St. Charles Borromeo, 
Homer; St. Mary’s, Pesotum; St. Thom-
as, Philo; and St. Patrick’s, Tolono

Cluster 2 — Holy Cross, St. Mat-
thew’s, and St. Mary’s parishes, all of 
Champaign; St. John’s Catholic New-
man Center, Champaign; Our Lady 
of the Lake, Mahomet; St. Boniface, 
Seymour; and St. Patrick’s, Urbana

Cluster 3 — St. John’s, Bell� ower; St. 
John’s, Clinton; Sacred Heart, Farmer 
City; and St. Patrick’s, Wapella

Cluster 4 — St. Michael’s, Bement; St. 
Joseph’s, Ivesdale; and St. Philom-
ena’s, Monticello

Cluster 5 — St. Lawrence, Pen� eld; 
St. Malachy’s, Rantoul; and St. Eliza-
beth’s, Thomasboro

Cluster 6 — St. Peter and Paul, 
Chatsworth; St. James, Forrest; St. 
John, Fairbury; St. Rose, Strawn; and 
Sacred Heart, Rutland

Cluster 7 — St. Mary’s, Atlanta; St. 
Patrick’s, Elkhart; Holy Family, Lincoln; 
and St. Thomas, Mt. Pulaski

Cluster 8 — Holy Family, Dan-
ville; St. Paul’s, Danville; St. Isaac 
Jogues, Georgetown; St. Anthony’s, 
Hoopeston; St. Mary’s, Westville

Cluster 9 — Holy Trinity, St. Mary’s, 
St. Patrick’s, St. Patrick’s Church 
of Merna, all of Bloomington; St. 
Mary’s, Downs; Epiphany, Normal; 
and the John Paul II Catholic New-
man Center, Normal

Cluster 10 — St. Joseph’s, Colfax; St. 
Joseph’s, Chenoa; St. Mary’s, El Paso; 
St. Mary’s, Lexington

Facilitators: Deacon Mark Cleary, De-
nise McCalip, Jeannie Montgomery, 
and Jeanie Phipps, (Bloomington/
Normal area); Suzanne Boyer, Mary 
Hazen, and David Zola (Champaign 
area)

REGION 3
Cluster 1 — St. Patrick’s, Arlington; 

Holy Trinity, Cherry; St. Thomas More, 
Dalzell

Cluster 2 — St. Mary’s, DePue; St. 
Gertrude, Seatonville; and Immacu-
late Conception, St. Anthony’s, and 
Sts. Peter and Paul, all of Spring Valley

Cluster 3 — Immaculate Conception, 
Ohio; St. Louis, Princeton; St. Mary’s, 
Tiskilwa, and St. John’s, Walnut

Cluster 4 — St. Mary’s, Grand Ridge; 
St. Mary’s, Naplate; and St. Columba’s, 
St. Francis of Assisi, and St. Patrick’s, 
all of Ottawa

Cluster 5 — Annunciation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Eagle Town-
ship; Sts. Peter and Paul, Leonore; St. 
Michael the Archangel, Streator

Cluster 6 — Holy Rosary Shrine, 
St. Hyacinth’s, and St. Patrick’s, all of 
LaSalle

Cluster 7 — St. Teresa of Avila, 
Earlville; Holy Cross, Mendota; and 
Sts. Peter and Paul, Peterstown

GIFT list of diocesan parishes by region and cluster 
Cluster 8 — St. Joseph’s, St. Mary’s, 

and St. Valentine’s, all of Peru, and St. 
Bede Abbey, Peru

Cluster 9 — St. John the Baptist, Lo-
stant; St. Patrick’s, Minonk; St. Anne’s, 
Toluca; and St. Mary’s, Wenona

Cluster 10 — St. Joseph’s, Marseilles; 
St. Patrick’s, Ransom; St. Patrick’s, 
Seneca; and Joseph’s, Wedron

Cluster 11 — Sacred Heart, Granville; 
St. Patrick’s, Hennepin; Holy Family, 
Oglesby; and St. Mary’s, Utica

Cluster 12 —  St. Joseph’s, Henry; 
St. Mary’s, Henry; and Immaculate 
Conception, Lacon

Cluster 13 — Sacred Heart, Cam-
pus; St. John’s, Cullom; St. Patrick’s, 
Dwight; St. Joseph’s, Flanagan; St. 
Mary’s, Pontiac; St. Paul’s, Odell

Facilitators: Alan Anderson, Katie 
Bogner, Cathy Dunham, Father Pat-
rick Fennell, OSB, Dennis Gillam, and 
Tom Jagilla

REGION 4
Cluster 3 — Immaculate Conception, 

Carthage; Sacred Heart, Dallas City; 
St. Mary’s, Hamilton; Sts. Peter and 
Paul, Nauvoo; St. Patrick’s, Raritan; 
and Sacred Heart, Warsaw

Cluster 4 — Sacred Heart, Annawan; 
St. Anthony’s, Atkinson; St. Malachy’s, 
Geneseo; and St. Patrick’s, She�  eld

Cluster 5 — St. John Vianney, Cam-
bridge; St. John’s, Galva; St. Francis of 
Assisi, Kewanee; St. Mary’s, Kewanee; 
St. John’s, Galva; and St. John’s, 
Woodhull

Cluster 6 — St. Patrick’s, Colona; 
St. Anne’s, East Moline; St. Mary’s, 
Hampton; St. John’s, Rapids City; and 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Silvis

Cluster 8 — Sacred Heart, Abingdon; 
Corpus Christi, Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, and St. Patrick’s, all of Gales-
burg; St. Aloysius, Wataga

Cluster 9 — St. Bernard’s, Bushnell; 
St. Paul’s, Macomb; St. Francis of Assisi 
Newman Center, Macomb; St. Rose, 
Rushville; and St. Augustine’s, St. 
Augustine

Cluster 12 — St. Catherine’s, Aledo; 
St. Mary’s, Keithsburg; St. Anthony’s, 
Matherville; and St. John’s, Viola

Cluster 13— St. Patrick’s, Andalusia; 
St. Ambrose, Milan; Sacred Heart, 
St. Mary’s, and St. Pius X, all of Rock 
Island

Cluster 14 — St. Maria Goretti’s, Coal 
Valley; St. Mary’s, East Moline; Christ 
the King, Sacred Heart, and St. Mary’s, 
all of Moline; and Mary, Our Lady of 
Peace, Orion

Cluster 16 — St. Theresa’s, Alexis; 
Immaculate Conception, Monmouth; 

Newman Club at Monmouth College; 
OSF Holy Family Clinics, Monmouth; 
and St. Andrew’s, Oquakwa

Facilitators: Deacon Joe Angelo, 
Jackie Catour, Deacon Joe Dockery-
Jackson, Deacon Greg Golemo, Barb 
Liska, Thethel Locke, James Manley, 
and Kaye Meyers

Maureen Gallagher of The Reid Group answers questions from rep-
resentatives of parishes in Region 3, Cluster 2 — faith communities 
in DePue, Seatonville, and Spring Valley — during a Growing in Faith 
Together (GIFT) training evening Monday at Trinity Catholic Academy 
in LaSalle. The Catholic Post/Tom Dermody
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BY JOHN THAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — In a 
speech to U.S. bishops, Pope Bene-
dict XVI defended the church’s 
“honest efforts” to confront the 
priestly sex abuse scandal with 
transparency, and said its ac-
tions could help the rest of society 
respond to the problem.

While the church is rightly held 
to high standards, all other institu-
tions should be held to the same 
standards as they address the 
causes, extent and consequences 
of sexual abuse, which has become 
a “scourge” at every level of society, 
the pope said Nov. 26.

On wider issues, including the 
institution of marriage, the pope 
encouraged the bishops to speak 
out “humbly yet insistently in 
defense of moral truth.” Respond-
ing to the challenges of a secular-
ized culture will fi rst require the 
“re-evangelization” of the church’s 
own members, he said.

The pope made the remarks in a 
speech to bishops from the state of 
New York, who were in Rome for 
their “ad limina” visits. The group 
was led by Archbishop Timothy 
M. Dolan of New York, who as 
president of the U.S. bishops’ con-
ference has spoken of the need to 
restore the church’s credibility and 
its evangelizing capacity.

The pope began his talk to 
the New York bishops by recall-
ing his 2008 visit to the United 
States, which he said was aimed at 
encouraging Catholics in the wake 
of the sex abuse crisis. He said he 
wanted to acknowledge the suffer-
ing infl icted on victims as well as 
the church’s efforts to ensure the 
safety of children and deal “ap-
propriately and transparently with 
allegations” of abuse.

“It is my hope that the church’s 
conscientious efforts to confront 
this reality will help the broader 
community to recognize the 
causes, true extent and devastat-
ing consequences of sexual abuse, 
and to respond effectively to this 
scourge which affects every level of 
society,” the pope said.

“By the same token, just as the 
church is rightly held to exacting 
standards in this regard, all other 

Vatican to welcome Christmas
with carols this year

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The 
Vatican is planning to sing its way 
into the Christmas season this 
year, with a chorus and orchestra 
leading Christmas carols at the an-
nual unveiling of its Nativity scene.

The hourlong evening ceremony 
Dec. 24 will feature traditional 
Christmas songs in several lan-
guages, performed by a 100-per-
son choir and orchestra in St. 
Peter’s Square.

The Vatican is arranging for 
worldwide television broadcasts of 
the event, according to Archbishop 
Claudio Celli, president of the 
Pontifi cal Council for Social Com-
munications. He described it as a 
“sung meditation” on Christmas.

As usual, Pope Benedict XVI is 
expected to bless the gathering 
from his apartment window above 
the square.

New Zealand diocese to reduce 
parishes by more than half

CHRISTCHURCH, New Zealand 
(CNS) — The Diocese of Christ-
church will reduce the number of 
parishes by more than half, Bishop 
Barry Jones announced.

The bishop said that because of a 
diminishing number of clergy, the 
number of parishes will be reduced 
from 50 to 24. He said larger 
parishes formed from two or more 
consolidated parishes will have 
two resident priests, and a parish 
may have more than one church.

“Sunday Mass is at the heart of 
the life of the church. Its weekly 
celebration comes to us from 

The Christmas tree is placed in St. 
Peter’s Square at the Vatican Dec. 
5. This year’s tree is a 100-foot-tall 
spruce from Ukraine. CNS photo/Paul Haring

the apostles themselves,” said 
Bishop Jones in a document, “The 
Provision of Sunday Mass in the 
Catholic Diocese of Christchurch.” 
He made it clear that Sunday Mass 
and parish life require a priest: “No 
priest, no Mass.”

A diocese-wide consultation 
leading to the changes began 
before the magnitude 6.3 earth-
quakes in February. Bishop Jones 
visited all pastoral areas and 
invited submissions. Well-attended 
meetings were followed by large 
numbers of responses.

With people from more than 
6,000 Christchurch homes moving 
west and north and out of the city 
because of earthquakes, Bishop 
Jones said future needs for churches 
are not yet clear and fi guring out the 
demographics will take time. Some 
quake-damaged churches may be 
rebuilt, depending on insurance 
demands, earthquake proneness 
and requirements of the diocesan 
earthquake strategy, he said.

Security tight as Chinese
priest ordained coadjutor 

YIBIN, China (CNS) — With 
police offi cers and dogs monitor-
ing the crowd at St. Mary’s Church, 
Father Peter Luo Xuegang was 
ordained coadjutor bishop of Yibin 
Diocese in southwestern China’s 
Sichuan province.

No phones, cameras or liq-
uids were allowed in the venue, 
reported the Asian church news 
agency UCA News. Participants 
had to arrive three hours before 
the ordination began to go through 
security.

Bishop Luo had the approval of 
the Holy See, but an excommuni-
cated bishop attended his ordina-
tion, despite a Vatican spokesman 
conveying the wish that “no ille-
gitimate bishop will participate.”

In recent years, many ordina-
tions have followed the pattern of 
bishop candidates being elected 
by diocesan representatives, then 
being approved separately by the 
government-approved Bishops’ 
Conference of the Catholic Church 
in China and the Holy See. 

Bishop Luo, 47, is the third 
bishop ordained with both papal 
approval and government recogni-
tion this year.

Bishop John Chen Shizhong 
of Yibin, 95, presided over the 
Nov. 30 ceremony, attended by 61 
priests, 35 nuns, 800 faithful, and 
government offi cials.

institutions, without exception, 
should be held to the same stan-
dards,” he said.

Pope Benedict’s speech was the 
fi rst in a series of fi ve talks he 
is expected to deliver in coming 
months, as 15 groups of U.S. bish-
ops make their consultative visits 
to Rome. He said he planned to 
focus primarily on the urgent task 
of “new evangelization.”

Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, CSC, 
of Peoria and other the bishops of 
the Midwest region are scheduled 
to travel to the Vatican in mid-
February.

DEFEND TRUTHS, OFFER HOPE
The pope said many of the U.S. 

bishops had shared with him their 
concern about the “grave chal-
lenges” presented by an increas-
ingly secularized society in the 
United States. He said it was also 
interesting to note a widespread 
worry about the future of demo-
cratic society in general, by people 
who see “a troubling breakdown 
in the intellectual, cultural and 
moral foundations of social life” 
and growing insecurity about the 
future.

He suggested that the church 
could and should have a key role in 
responding to these deep changes 
in society.

“Despite attempts to still the 
church’s voice in the public square, 
many people of good will continue 

to look to her for wisdom, insight 
and sound guidance in meeting 
this far-reaching crisis,” he said.

In that sense, he added, the 
present moment is “a summons 
to exercise the prophetic dimen-
sion of your episcopal ministry by 
speaking out, humbly yet insistent-
ly, in defense of moral truth, and 
offering a word of hope, capable of 
opening hearts and minds to the 
truth that sets us free.”

At the same time, the pope said, 
the seriousness of the challenges 
facing the church in the United 
States cannot be underestimated. 
He said one big problem was that 
secularization affects the lives of 
Catholics, leading at times to “qui-
et attrition” among the church’s 
members.

“Immersed in this culture, 
believers are daily beset by the 
objections, the troubling ques-
tions and the cynicism of a society 
which seems to have lost its roots, 
by a world in which the love of God 
has grown cold in so many hearts,” 
he said.

For that reason, he said, modern 
evangelization is not something 
aimed only at people outside the 
church.

“We ourselves are the fi rst to 
need re-evangelization,” he said. 
That must include critical and on-
going self-assessment and conver-
sion, and interior renewal in the 
light of the Gospel, he said.

Addressing U.S. bishops, pope 
defends church efforts on abuse

Philadelphia bishops meet with Pope Benedict XVI
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput of Philadelphia gestures as he and 
Philadephia’s auxiliary bishops meet Dec. 1 with Pope Benedict XVI during 
their “ad limina” visit to the Vatican. From left are: Auxiliary Bishops Timo-
thy C. Senior and Daniel E. Thomas, Archbishop Chaput, Auxiliary Bishops 
John J. McIntyre and Michael J. Fitzgerald. Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, CSC, of 
Peoria and other bishops from the Midwest make their consultative visit to 
Rome in mid-February. CNS photo/L’Osservatore Romano

In Brief—
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BY NANCY FRAZIER O’BRIEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON (CNS) — In his 
fi rst months as rector of Theo-
logical College in Washington, 
Father Phillip J. Brown has been 
confronting a problem that the 
national diocesan seminary for 
the U.S. Catholic Church “has not 
had for a long time” — it is burst-
ing at the seams.

Enrollment is maxed out for 
the 2011-12 academic year at 90 
seminarians. Five of those semi-
narians are back in their dioceses 
this year gaining pastoral experi-
ence, but a Sulpician seminar-
ian and fi ve priests from other 
countries also live there, bringing 
the total number of residents to 
91 plus faculty members.

“If I had to start with a prob-
lem, that’s the problem I’d like to 
have,” Father Brown told Catholic 
News Service. “It’s a very healthy 
sign, a positive sign for Theo-
logical College and for the U.S. 
priesthood.”

The trend of rising seminary 
enrollment is being duplicated 
around the country:

� At the Pontifi cal College 
Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio, 
40 new seminarians arrived this 
year, bringing total enrollment 
to 186, the highest level since the 
1970s.

� St. Paul Seminary School 
of Divinity at the University of 
St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minn., 
welcomed 30 new graduate-level 
seminarians, making its class 

Ad campaign aims to bring
Catholics ‘home’ to church

ATLANTA (CNS) — A new ad-
vertising campaign aims to bring 
Catholics back to church with 
ads airing on major television 
networks Dec. 16-Jan. 8.

The campaign, sponsored by 
the Atlanta-based organization 
Catholics Come Home, aims 
to reach 250 million television 
viewers in more than 10,000 U.S. 
cities.

Tom Peterson, the organiza-
tion’s founder, said the cam-
paign’s “inspiring messages” are 
an invitation to Catholic neigh-
bors, relatives, and co-workers 
to come “to the largest family 
reunion in modern history.”

The ads — airing in prime time 
on broadcast and cable chan-
nels — focus on the richness and 
history of the Catholic Church 
and highlight Catholic traditions 
of prayer, education and help for 
the poor.

“If you’ve been away, come 
home to your parish, and visit 
Catholicscomehome.org today” is 
part of the ad’s message sched-
uled to air more than 400 times 
starting before Christmas and 
going through the feast of the 
Epiphany.

Rockford priest installed
as bishop of Bismarck, N.D.

BISMARCK, N.D. (CNS) — 
Bishop David D. Kagan ended his 
episcopal ordination and installa-
tion Mass Nov. 30 with an impor-
tant message from a third-grader 

in his new Diocese 
of Bismarck.

“Help bishops 
all over the world 
to make good lives 
and churches for 
us,” a child named 
Sarah said in a 
prayer included 

with a note congratulating the 
priest of the Diocese of Rockford, 
Ill., when he was named a bishop 
in October.

The prayer closed a two-and-
a-half-hour ceremony at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit 
in Bismarck that made Bishop 
Kagan the seventh bishop of Bis-
marck. He succeeded Bishop Paul 
A. Zipfel, who headed the diocese 
for 14 years and retired at the age 
of 76.

Catholic seminary 
enrollment rising

of 100 seminarians the largest 
since 1980. The infl ux forced 24 
seminarians and two priests off 
campus into leased space at a 
former convent.

� In the Diocese of Scranton, 
Pa., where the St. Pius X diocesan 
seminary closed in 2004 because 
of declining enrollment, the 
number of seminarians has more 
than doubled from eight to 17 in 
the past two years.

Most of the Scranton seminar-
ians are studying at St. Charles 
Borromeo Seminary in Wynne-
wood, Pa., where communica-
tions specialist Dan Skalski said 
enrollment has remained steady 
over the past fi ve years, or at the 
Pontifi cal North American Col-
lege in Rome, where a class of 76 
“new men” brought enrollment 
this fall to a full house of 250 
seminarians.

In an April report, the Center 
for Applied Research in the Apos-
tolate at Georgetown University 
said enrollment was up for those 
studying for the priesthood, dia-
conate and lay ecclesial ministry 
during the 2010-11 academic year 
— the latest for which statistics 
were available.

In all, there were 3,608 post-
baccalaureate U.S. seminarians 
last year, a net increase of 125 
seminarians, or 4 percent, over 
the previous year and the highest 
number since the early 1990s. 
More than three-quarters of 
them were studying for the dioc-

The ceremony also marked 
the fi rst episcopal ordination at 
which Archbishop Carlo Maria 
Vigano, new apostolic nuncio to 
the United States, represented 
Pope Benedict XVI.

Archbishop John C. Nien-
stedt of St. Paul and Minneapolis 
served as principal consecrator 
and homilist for the Mass, with 
Bishop Zipfel and Bishop Thomas 
G. Doran of Rockford as co-con-
secrators.

Archbishop Nienstedt recalled 
Bishop Kagan’s episcopal motto 
— “Prefer nothing to the love of 
Christ” — and said he was sure 
the new bishop would make 
Christ “the absolute priority of 
your heart.”

The Diocese of Bismarck is 
made up of just under 60,000 
Catholics in 98 parishes and 
one oratory. The ethnic compo-
sition of the Catholic communi-
ty includes Germans, Hungar-
ians, Poles, Irish, Norwegians, 
Bohemians and Native Ameri-
cans.

Bishop Kagan, a 62-year-old 
native of Waukegan, had been 
serving as vicar general of the 
Rockford diocese since 1995 
at the time of his appoint-
ment.

Bishop Ochoa of El Paso 
to head Diocese of Fresno

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Pope 
Benedict XVI has named Bishop 
Armando X. Ochoa of El Paso, 
Texas, to head the Diocese of 
Fresno, Calif.

He succeeds Bishop John T. 
Steinbock, who 
died Dec. 5, 2010, 
after battling lung 
cancer.

A native of 
California, Bishop 
Ochoa, 68, has 
headed the Texas 
diocese since July 

1996. Before that, he was an 
auxiliary bishop of Los Angeles 
for 10 years.

His appointment to Fresno was 
announced in Washington Dec. 1. 
Bishop Ochoa is one of 26 active 
Hispanic Catholic bishops in the 
United States.

At the national level, he has 
served on bishops’ committees 
on vocations, laity, permanent 
diaconate, Hispanic affairs and 
migration.

The date for his installation in 
Fresno has not been set.

Detroit considers possible
parish closures and mergers

DETROIT (CNS) — A pasto-
ral plan for the Archdiocese of 
Detroit that includes recommen-
dations such as closing nine par-
ishes, merging 60 parishes into 
21 and establishing multi-parish 
teams or initiatives is a “plan to 
move the life of the church for-
ward” over the next fi ve years, 
said Detroit Archbishop Allen H. 
Vigneron.

In a media briefi ng Dec. 1, he 
told reporters the recommenda-
tions are likely to be implement-
ed but not “set in stone.”

He received the recommenda-
tions from the Archdiocesan 
Pastoral Council the previous 
day and will now seek comment 
on them from the archdiocese’s 
other consultative bodies. He 
will then accept, reject or modify 
them, and is expected to release 
an archdiocesan-wide pastoral 
plan in February.

Reasons archdiocesan offi -
cials have given for the changes 
include a shortage of priests and 
the fi scal diffi culties facing some 
of the archdiocese’s 270 parish-
es. The proposed changes have 
been posted on the archdiocesan 
website, aodonline.org.

In a letter distributed to 
parishes the last weekend of No-
vember, Edward “Chip” Miller, 
chairman of the Archdiocesan 
Pastoral Council, said: “The 
recommended plans will focus 
on how we will, as one church, 
manage our resources to fulfi ll 
our seven mission priorities: 
evangelization and catechesis, 
Christian service outreach, 
youth and young adults; lay 
leadership, stewardship and 
administration; Catholic school 
education and vocations.”

According to The Michigan 
Catholic, the archdiocesan 
newspaper, the recommen-
dations are the result of the 
pastoral council’s consideration 
of the proposals that emerged 
from dozens of planning groups 
involving some 1,500 volunteers 
from throughout the Archdio-
cese of Detroit as they partici-
pated in the second phase of a 
pastoral planning process called 
“Together in Faith.”

Bishop Kagan Bishop Ochoa

This photo of seminarians of the Diocese of Peoria appears on this year’s 
priestly vocations poster. Seminary enrollment is on the rise around 
the country. Our diocese has 36 seminarians, according to Msgr. Brian 
Brownsey, director of priestly vocations, an increase of four from a year 
ago. Another four new seminarians are already anticipated for next fall.

PLEASE TURN TO SEMINARIANS 19
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People in the diocese—
Illinois native to intern with
Catholic Relief Services in Sierra Leone

Sierra Leone is one of the poorest coun-
tries in the world, but that’s where Emily 
MacGruder will make her home for the 
fi rst six months of the new year. The Illinois 
native will travel to the African nation and 
work with Catholic Relief Services (CRS) on 
one of the agency’s International Peace and 
Development Travel Scholarships.

A student in Fordham University’s 
graduate program in International Political 
Economy and Development, MacGruder 
was one of three Fordham students chosen 
for the internship with CRS. The other two 
will work in Burkina Faso and Rwanda.

All three have specialized in international 
development studies with a concentration 
in project management and assessment.

Sierra Leone is still recovering from an 
11-year civil war that ended in 2002. CRS 

started its work 
there in 1963 and 
partners with local 
organizations to 
reduce maternal 
death rates and 
child mortality 
rates, which are 
the highest in the 
world.

MacGruder grew 
up in Atkinson 
and attended St. 
Mary’s Parish in 
Kewanee. The 

daughter of Steve and Teresa Krause and 
the granddaughter of Deacon John and 
Mildred Mock of Kewanee, she did her un-
dergraduate work at North Central College 
in Naperville.

“I have been interested in Catholic Relief 
Services since I was an undergraduate but 
I knew that working for this organization 
required international experience and a 
master’s degree,” she told The Catholic Post 
by e-mail last week. “I pursued an oppor-
tunity with the Peace Corps and served for 
two years on the South Pacifi c Island of 
Tonga working with unemployed youth and 
managing an HIV/AIDS Awareness Road-
show.”

Her experience also includes an intern-
ship with UNICEF, a summer working 
in Tanzania with the International Youth 
Foundation, and an internship with the 
Salesian Missions Offi ce of International 
Programs.

During her six months in Sierra Leone 
MacGruder hopes to strengthen her project 
management skills, learn more about the 
work CRS does and prepare to pursue a 
career with the agency.

Fordham’s IPED program was established 
in 1979 and prepares students for profes-
sional careers in international fi nance and 

BY JENNIFER WILLEMS
OF THE CATHOLIC POST

WASHINGTON — For 40 years, Sister 
Mary Ann Schmitz, SMP, tended to the 
minds and the souls of the children at St. 
Patrick’s School and worked side by side 
with their parents to make it the center of 
educational excellence it is today.

Her many kindnesses and determina-
tion didn’t go unnoticed and the school 
community wanted to make certain they 
wouldn’t be forgotten by future genera-
tions either. To honor Sister Mary Ann, 
parishioners recently named the school 
gym after her.

A plaque now hangs outside the Sister 
Mary Ann Schmitz Gymnasium, over the 
place where she sat to greet the students 
and their families and ensure the safety of 
her young charges.

“It was a total surprise and after it was 
done I was overwhelmed,” said Sister Mary 
Ann, 83, who taught eighth grade for three 
years and was principal at the Washington 
school from 1963 to 2003.

The St. Patrick’s School Athletic Com-
mittee also invited the other members of 
the Sisters of Mary of the Presentation who 
had served at the school to join Sister Mary 
Ann for the honoring ceremony. Among 
them was Sister Carol Jean Kuntz, SMP, 
who is now the provincial of the North 
Dakota-based religious community.

Sister Mary Ann is one of thousands of 
consecrated women and men across the 
United States who are past retirement 
age. Many of their communities rely on 
assistance from the Retirement Fund for 
Religious to provide day-to-day assistance 
for their members who are 70 or older.

The 24th national collection for the 
Retirement Fund for Religious is planned 
for this weekend. As a result of the 2010 
collection, which garnered $26.7 million, 
the National Religious Retirement Of-
fi ce was able to distribute $23 million. An 
additional $2.7 million was allocated for 
initiatives targeted for religious communi-
ties with the greatest needs.

Last year, parishioners around the 
Diocese of Peoria donated $121,572 to 
help “Share the Care” and Bishop Daniel 
R. Jenky, CSC, is asking for that care to 
continue this year.

“Whether or not we realize it, we are all 
benefi ciaries of the tremendous contribu-
tions these women and men have made to 
the church in the United States. Through 
hard work, prayer and sacrifi ce they built 
Catholic schools and hospitals, initiated 
programs to promote social justice, and 
ministered to the neediest among us,” he 
writes. (See the letter on page 2.)

“We stand on the shoulders of those reli-
gious whose single-minded devotion to our 

School gym named for longtime principal

Lord, his church and his Mother set the 
stage for what we do today,” said Dr. Sha-
ron Weiss, principal at St. Patrick’s School. 
“Without their blood, sweat and tears, our 
schools would not exist.”

A CONFESSION
While St. Patrick’s parishioners dem-

onstrated their gratitude to Sister Mary 
Ann when she left in 2003, they wanted to 
do more, according to Msgr. John Pren-
dergast, pastor. They decided to dedicate 
the gymnasium to her because she was 
instrumental in developing extracurricular 
activities.

Not only did those extracurricular activi-
ties strengthen the school, he said, but they 
made the students better students.

“They had to maintain their grade 
point average to have a spot on a sports 
team or academic team,” he explained. 
“If they were an A student and they 
started to drop, they would be taken off 
the team. . . . It wasn’t enough that they 
be a passing student. She used it as an 
incentive to keep their academics high.”

Sister Mary Ann confessed that she 
wasn’t really a sports fan.

“The rumor was that I liked sports and 
that’s why I started sports, so I could be 
close to it,” she told The Catholic Post. “But 
in reality you cannot keep seventh and 
eighth grade in your school if you don’t 
have athletics.

“We had a strong academic program, but 
sports left something to be desired. The 

coach, who was one of the parents, won-
dered if we could do something about it,” 
Sister Mary Ann recalled, noting that the 
pastor, Father Robert T. Hughes, allowed 
them to develop the program as long as 
they could fund it.

Sister Mary Ann said they planned 
everything from dances to cake sales to 
selling plants and poinsettias to get the 
extracurricular program off the ground. 
While the scholastic bowl, spelling bee, 
band and choir also fall under this head-
ing, the primary activity was sports and an 
athletic committee was named.

TRUE SUCCESS
She was happy to provide another avenue 

for the children to develop their skills and 
confi dence, but the 62-year veteran educa-
tor emphasizes that true success comes in 
helping the children understand “that their 
religion is a way of life.”

Sister Mary Ann currently ministers at 
two nursing homes in Fargo, N.D., that are 
sponsored by the Sisters of Mary of the 
Presentation. She is a passionate advocate 
for the “wisdom people” she serves and 
strives to uphold their value and human 
dignity in a society “that shelves our 
elderly.”

She also shares some gentle laughter 
with them now and then.

“The people at the nursing homes are 
chuckling because a woman has her name 
on a gymnasium,” Sister Mary Ann said 
with a chuckle of her own.

Father Ryan Bredemeyer, parochial vicar, blesses the plaques that now tell visitors they 
are entering the Sister Mary Ann Schmitz Gymnasium at St. Patrick’s School, Washing-
ton. Sister Mary Ann holds the plaque that was sent home with her as a remembrance. At 
right is Msgr. John Prendergast, pastor. Provided photo/Susan Harlan

MacGruder
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Every great book is not for every 
person. Accepting that reality has 
been a journey.

I used to think that some books 
absolutely everyone must read, and 
then they would love and cherish 
them as much as I did. This view 
was shaken some years back when 

I proposed to our 
little parish book 
group that we 
read Thornton 
Wilder’s “The 
Bridge of San 
Luis Rey.” I was 
shocked that ev-
ery member but 
me so disliked 
reading (much 
less discussing) 
this classic.

And then there 
was the time last 
year I solemnly 
promised to Sue, 
a Catholic work-

out buddy, that she would love “The 
Loser Letters,” but she must read 
and love “The Screwtape Letters” 
fi rst. And she really, really didn’t 
like either one. Sorry, Sue!

Those books are classic and 
deservedly loved by millions. And 
they would make great Christmas 
gift books . . . for me. But, as I now 

Books 
and More

Nancy
Piccione—

Books 
Meet a Reader: Shirley Plaag

How you know me:
I am Peoria born and raised, 

minus four years of college at 
Franciscan University of Steu-
benville and a year of mission 
work at St. Gianna’s 
Maternity Home in 
North Dakota. I’m 
currently a member 
of St. Jude’s Par-
ish in Peoria. I sell 
books at Lagron-
Miller in Peoria 
alongside the lovely 
Gina McKenna.
Why I love reading:

I love reading quite simply be-
cause it transforms my life. After 
studying four years of Theology 
and Catechetics, I have covered a 
lot of ground in spiritual reading. 
God speaks to me through the 
things that I read by challenging 
me and calling me to a deeper 
conversion.
What I’m reading now:  

I think that I may have a book-
mark in at least 10 books at the 
moment! I just fi nished “Mystery 
of Joseph” by Father Philippe, 
founder of the Community of St. 
John. In the spirit of Christmas, 

admit freely, not for everyone.  
With those stories (and many 

others, trust me) in mind, putting 
together my annual list of Christ-
mas-worthy gift books became 
daunting. I receive a plethora of 
great Catholic books, and learn 
about many others. How to recom-
mend ones that would be of inter-
est to the wide range of Catholic 
Post readers?  

This year, I chose not just books 
I personally love, but well-written, 
nicely “done” books that may be 
outside my comfort zone but that 
others would love and enjoy. I 
sought out online friends, church 
acquaintances, and even perfect 
strangers in trying to fi nd out what 
makes a great gift book.

And as always, I encourage you 
to seek out your local Catholic 
bookseller (such as Shirley Plaag, 
our featured “Meet a Reader”) and 
explore the great options out there.  

FICTION FOR ADULTS
Ignatius Press has a new edi-

tion of one of my favorite authors, 
Sigrid Undset, best known for her 
historical fi ction trilogy “Kristin 
Lavransdatter.” “Ida Elizabeth” is 
set in the 20th century, but still 
conveys Undset’s characteristic 
Catholic style and deep exploration 

of marriage and relationships.
Available as both an e-book and 

paperback by award-winning au-
thor Ellen Gable, “Stealing Jenny” 
is a well-paced and heart-pounding 
story with a very Catholic vision. 
I could not stop reading “Stealing 
Jenny” on my Kindle App, neglect-
ing household and family to fi nd 
out what would happen.

FICTION FOR CHILDREN
Who can resist Christmas puns? 

Not me. “An Angel Named Her-
ald” by local author Deacon Bruce 
Bradford is a charmingly goofy 
picture book with a sweet Christ-
mas message. 

The brand-new “Betsy-Tacy 
Treasury” compiles in one hand-
some volume the fi rst four classic 
Betsy-Tacy books; they are like the 
“Little House” books, except set in 
early 1900s small-town Minnesota. 
Tacy is a Catholic girl, and faith is a 
normal element of the girls’ lives. 

*Ranger’s Apprentice” fans re-
joice, as author John Flanagan has 
begun a new series set in the fi c-
tional lands of Araluen and Skan-
dia, “The Brotherband Chronicles.” 
Fans of adventure, friendship and 
fun will enjoy “The Outsiders,” the 
fi rst in this series about a group of 
young sailors. 

For older readers (teens and 
up), “The Song at the Scaffold” by 
Gertrude von Le Fort, a classic 
recently reprinted, is a fi ctionalized 
account of the true martyrdom of 
a group of Carmelite sisters during 
the French Reign of Terror.

NONFICTION
“A sad saint is a sorry saint, 

indeed,” goes the old expression. 
“Between Heaven and Mirth: Why 
Joy, Humor and Laughter Are at 
the Heart of the Spiritual Life” by 
Father James Martin, SJ, explores 
how humor and laughter are not 
just add-ons, but vital, to healthy 

I am also reading the classic 
Charles Dickens’ novel “A Christ-
mas Carol” and “Come, Lord 
Jesus: Meditations on the Art of 
Waiting” by Mother Mary Fran-
ces, PCC. Recently, I have picked 
up “Ablaze: Stories of Daring 
Teen Saints” by Colleen Swaim to 
share with my students.
My favorite book: 

Choosing a favorite book is a 
challenge, but there are two that 
stand out. The fi rst is “A Severe 
Mercy” by Sheldon Vanauken. 
This is a poignantly written 
memoir about the journey of the 
author and his wife from what he 
calls a “pagan love” to a selfl ess, 
Christ-like love. The second is 
“I Believe in Love: A Personal 
Retreat on the Teaching of St. 
Thérèse of Lisieux” by Father 
Jean d’Elbée. This book has 
changed my life time and time 
again. It is one that I go back to 
when I need to relearn the “Little 
Way” of St. Thérèse.
EDITOR’S NOTE: Would you like to 
share your love of books, or suggest 
another Catholic reader for this 
feature? Contact us at cathpost@
cdop.org or 1-800-340-5630.

spirituality. Like all of Father Mar-
tin’s works, “Mirth” is easy to read 
without being “lite.”  

“Surrender! The Life Chang-
ing Power of Doing God’s Will” by 
Father Larry Richards, was men-
tioned to me by several readers. 
Father Richard challenges people 
to grow in the spiritual life by put-
ting God and His will fi rst, always.

I love well-designed and written 
books that feel good to hold and 
read.  “Generous Faith: Stories 
to Inspire Abundant Living” by 
Sister Bridget Haase is handsomely 

Gift book suggestions for ‘almost’ everyone on your list

PLEASE TURN TO BOOKS 19
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FAITH, 

With a “God bless” 
to each guest, Clare 
House volunteer Scott 
McCormick (above) 
distributes bags of 
food to the more than 
200 people who lined 
up outside the Catholic 
Worker pantry in 
Bloomington on the 
Wednesday before 
Thanksgiving. Tina 
Sipula, founder and 
director, said the lines 
of people in need 
for the twice-weekly 
distribution of food 
and baby supplies “are 
the longest I’ve seen in 
33 years.” Illustrating 
her point is the photo 
at left, showing guests 
along Washington 
Street and around the 
corner prior to the Nov. 
23 distribution. 

Volunteer 
Mike Steff a 
(wearing 
Santa hat) 
gives away 
one of the 
300 turkeys 
supplied to 
Clare House 
guests by 
the McLean 
County 
Sportsmen.

Volunteers during 
food pantry days at 
Clare House form a 
“bag brigade” that 
extends from the 
home’s side door, 
down a fl ight of 
steps, and through 
the basement rooms 
where shelves are 
stocked.
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Text 
and

photos
by 

Tom Dermody 
of 

The Catholic Post

While the Clare House food drive ended the 
day before Thanksgiving, “people have to eat 
all year long,” said director Tina Sipula.

Donations are welcomed at the house on 
Wednesdays from 9 to 11 a.m. and again from 
7 to 8 p.m., and on Saturdays from 9 to 11 a.m.

Volunteers are always needed to assist with 
the food pantry, which has distribution on 
Wednesdays and Fridays at 1 p.m. Clare House 
also operates the Loaves and Fishes soup 
kitchen at St. Mary’s Parish, 527 W. Jackson, 
with serving on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Clare House is located at 703 E. Washington 
St., Bloomington, IL 61701. The phone number 
is (309) 828-4035.

How to help

LEFT
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 NEED DRIVE CLARE HOUSE GENEROSITY

Clare House founder and director Tina Sipula and Dan O’Brien, chairman of the annual food drive, load donated bags of groceries into a station 
wagon outside the Schnucks store on Veteran’s Parkway during the 17th Annual Clare House Food Drive. The drive, which unites the Bloomington-
Normal area in charity in the weeks before Thanksgiving, is one of the largest drives of its kind in the nation and helps to keep the Clare House food 
pantry open year-round. This year’s drive supplied enough food to fi ll nearly fi ve semitrailer trucks.
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The deadlines for Around the 
Diocese are Friday, Dec. 16, for 
the issue of Dec. 25, the last issue 
of the year. The deadlines for the 
fi rst issues of 2012 are Friday, 
Dec. 30, for the issue of Jan. 8, 
and Friday, Jan. 13, for the issue 
of Jan. 22. Items may be sent by 
e-mail to cathpost@cdop.org or 
mailed to The Catholic Post, P.O. 
Box 1722, Peoria, IL 61656. Ques-
tions? Call The Post toll free at 
(800) 340-5630.

BLOOMINGTON
CHRISTMAS ULTREYA: The Blooming-
ton/Normal Cursillo community 
is planning its annual Christmas 
Ultreya for Saturday, Dec. 10, at St. 
Patrick’s Church of Merna, 1001 
N. Towanda Barnes Road. Pre-
lude music by ReZound will start 
at 6:30 p.m. with Mass at 7 p.m. 
Refreshments and a holiday social 
will follow. Cursillistas are wel-
come to bring family and friends.

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS: The Central Cath-
olic High School Christmas Choir 
concert will be held on Thursday, 
Dec. 15. The CCHS Christmas Band 
concert will be held the following 
evening, Dec. 16. Both concerts 
will be at 7 p.m. at the school, 1201 
Airport Road. Tickets are $3 for 
students and $5 for adults.

CHERRY
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: A steward-
ship committee has been formed 
at Holy Trinity Church. Members 
include: Father Patrick Fixsen, pas-
tor; Mike Wallaert, chief operating 
offi cer of Illinois Valley YMCA; 
Lynn (Etten) Klein, chief medical 
offi cer at Mendota Community 
Hospital; Mike Grivetti, mayor of 
Ladd; Terry Templeton and Jim 
Pozzi, both Holy Trinity trustees 
and longtime religion teachers; 
and Pat Herrmann, Bureau County 
state’s attorney. The goal of the 
committee is to promote cama-
raderie, involvement, charity and 
volunteerism within the parish 
and the community. The group met 
recently and has started to develop 
a strategic plan for 2012.

LASALLE
CDA CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON: Members of 
Court de LaSalle No. 276 of the 
Catholic Daughters of the Ameri-
cas are making their December 
meeting a Christmas luncheon. It 
will be held on Tuesday, Dec. 13, 
at noon at the Paramont Catering 

Deadlines Hall, 2411 St. Vincents Ave. The 
cost is $12. Guests are welcome. 
To make reservations, call Elaine 
Becker at (815) 223-3261. Mon-
etary donations will be accepted 
for the local food pantry. Members 
who are not able to attend the 
luncheon may send a contribution 
to treasurer Agnes Ficek, 1523 
Putnam St., Peru, IL 61354. Please 
include a note to indicate that it is 
for the food pantry collection. In 
addition, membership dues of $12 
may be paid at the luncheon meet-
ing. Dues are payable through Jan. 
31 and may be sent to fi nancial 
secretary Donna Novak, 411 Gar-
fi eld St., LaSalle, IL 61301.

METAMORA
COOKIE, CANDY SALE: The Altar and 
Rosary Society of St. Mary’s 
Church is sponsoring a holiday 
cookie and candy sale on Sat-
urday, Dec. 10, from 9 a.m. to 
noon, in the school gym, 400 W. 
Chatham. Decorated and spring-
erle cookies will be available for 
$4 per dozen. Candies, mixes and 
other specialty items will also be 
sold. For more information, call 
(309) 367-4768.

MONTICELLO
CELEBRATING 90 YEARS: Lucille Mor-
gan of Monticello will celebrate 
her 90th birthday with a Mass at 
4:30 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 17, at 
St. Philomena’s Church, 1301 N. 
Market. Her 12 children will host 
an open house in her honor on 
Sunday, Dec. 18, from 2 to 5 p.m. 
at the Best Western Gateway Inn, 
805 Iron Horse Place. They are: 
Dennis Davis of Decatur; Richard 

(Noemi) Davis of 
Tuscola; Thomas 
(Janet) Davis of 
Taylors, S.C.; David 
(Sheila) Davis, 
Carol Chapman 
and Patricia Davis, 
all of Monticello; 
Joan (John) Davis-

Farnam of Bloomington; Suzanne 
(Rodney) Doering of Urbana; and 
Sandy Roberts, May Ann (Jessie) 
Manning, Rita Davis and Frank 
Davis, all of Champaign. She also 
has three stepchildren: Flo Mor-
gan of Fort Campbell, Ky.; Tamara 
Morgan of San Diego, Calif.; and 
Irv Morgan of Champaign. Mrs. 
Morgan has 24 grandchildren and 
21 great-grandchildren. Birthday 
cards may be sent to 912 Robert 
Webb, Monticello, IL 61856.

PEKIN
TOM & JERRY PARTY: The Third 

and Fourth Degree Knights of 
Columbus, 715 N. 11th St., will 
have their annual Tom & Jerry 
party on Wednesday, Dec. 21, at 
7 p.m. Bring your favorite hors 
d’oeuvres. This event is for mem-
bers, wives of deceased members 
and guests only. — Bob Becker, 
correspondent

PEORIA
SECULAR FRANCISCAN GATHERING: Mem-
bers of the Sacred Heart Frater-
nity of the Secular Franciscan 
Order will meet for their annual 
Christmas dinner on Sunday, 
Dec. 11, at 1:15 p.m. in the parish 
hall of St. Joseph’s Church, 103 
Richard Pryor Place. This will be 
a potluck meal with the turkey 
and roast pork provided. For 
more information about the Secu-
lar Franciscans, write to Sacred 
Heart Fraternity, 504 Fulton St., 
Peoria, IL 61602.

PERU
MONK’S MARKET: The Benedictine 
monks at St. Bede Abbey will 
hold a Monk’s Market on Satur-
day, Dec. 10, from 1 to 4 p.m. in 
the Worship Assembly Building 
(abbey church), 24 West U.S. 
Highway 6. Among the items that 
will be sold are beeswax candles 
made by Father Patrick Fennell, 
OSB; breads and books by Father 
Dominic Garramone, OSB; and 
Gospel t-shirts made by Father 
Gabriel Bullock, OSB.

ALUMNI CHRISTMAS PARTY: The Class of 
2002 of St. Bede Academy is host-
ing a Christmas party for all St. 
Bede alumni on Saturday, Dec. 10, 
from 7 p.m. until close at Storage’s 
Bar and Grill, 3 Third St., LaSalle. 
The cost is $10, which includes all 
you can eat plus a $2 donation to 
the Thomas Heitmann Memorial 
Fund. For more information, call 
Donna Aleksy at (815) 223-3140, 
ext. 243.

URBANA
THANKSGIVING BASKETS: The St. 
Vincent de Paul Food Pantry at 
St. Patrick’s Church supplied 250 

Morgan

Programs designed to offer a 
safe environment for young people 
and give them the Christian view 
on chastity are provided by the 
Diocese of Peoria and the deadline 
for completing them is fast ap-
proaching.

Dr. Vincent McClean, director 
of the diocesan Offi ce of Catechet-
ics, said documentation that the 
“Formation in Christian Chastity” 
program has been offered as part 
of the parish religious education 
program must be on fi le by Jan. 
1. If parents opt out of having 
their children participate in the 
program, they must sign a form 
stating that it was offered but they 
declined it and will teach the les-
sons at home.

McClean said he is concerned by 
the number of parents who “opt 
out” of the program because they 
think it is a sex education.

“Parents will say they do similar 
programs — safe environment, 
safe touching — in public schools,” 
he explained. “But our Christian 
chastity program is the Christian 
spin on it and is very separate and 
very different from what they do 
in public schools.”

“Formation in Christian 
Chastity” is based on a program 
developed by the Diocese of 
Harrisburg, Pa. The two guiding 
principles are that parents are 
the primary educators of their 
children and that “in forming 
children in the virtue of chastity 
great care should be placed on 
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l Interior & Exterior Painting
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l Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling

309-692-5110

Catholic Radio
94.3 FM
Peoria

protecting what Blessed John 
Paul II called ‘the years of in-
nocence.’”

Materials are provided for the 
parents and supplemented by 
classroom instruction. All of it is 
age and grade appropriate, Mc-
Clean said.

The safe environment program 
includes training, background 
checks (CANTS or Child Abuse 
and Neglect Tracking System) and 
fi ngerprinting through the Illinois 
State Police for all staff and vol-
unteers in parishes, schools and 
diocesan offi ces — anyone who 
works with children. In addition 
to sexual abuse allegation poli-
cies and procedures, the training 
covers policies on bullying and 
harassment.

“We need those reports for the 
simple reason that we’re audited,” 
McClean told The Catholic Post. 
“All of this is mandated by the 
U.S. bishops for the protection of 
children.”

An added benefi t in taking these 
steps is that the teachers are pro-
tected as well, he said.

An overview of topics in the 
“Formation in Christian Chastity” 
program and the safe environ-
ment forms can be found on the 
diocesan website, cdop.org. Follow 
the links for “Education,” “Offi ce 
of Catechetics” and then “Par-
ish Catechetical Documents and 
Forms.” For more information, 
call the Offi ce of Catechetics at 
(309) 671-1550.

Deadlines near on chastity,
safe environment programs

baskets of food to people in need 
for Thanksgiving. Those assisted 
were referred to St. Vincent de 
Paul by a variety of area agencies.
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BY TOM DERMODY
OF THE CATHOLIC POST

WASHINGTON — A spark of 
an idea has turned into a fi re of 
enthusiasm for young adult min-
istry at St. Patrick’s Parish here.

“There was a thirst for it,” 
explains Pamela VanLaningham, 
27, of why a new outreach called 
“20/30” has quickly become an 
integral part of this growing par-
ish.

Last Sunday evening, about 75 
Catholics in their 20s and 30s 
— some married, some single — 
gathered in a darkened church 
set aglow by the fl ames of nearly 
200 candles that lined the center 
aisle, fi lled the sanctuary fl oor, 
and adorned the altar. 

Such was the setting for the par-
ish’s third monthly “Luminate Your 
Prayer Life,” an evening of prayer 
and fellowship for young adults 
that also includes a dinner. As they 
entered the church, each was given 
a small electric candle to enable 
them to follow their program dur-
ing an hour of praise that included 
exposition and adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament, sung vespers, 
and silent prayer and meditative 
chant in the Taize tradition.

“Open your hearts widely,” 
encouraged Father Ryan Brede-
meyer, parochial vicar, who is 
directing the new “20/30” group. 
As they knelt in prayer before 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, 
Father Bredemeyer assured that 
the Lord “stands ready to grant 
many graces.”

The last few months have been 

Washington parish has ‘20/30’ vision for young adults

a period of grace for the young 
adults of St. Patrick’s Parish.

SUPPORT FROM ENTIRE PARISH
A parish survey had revealed 

that ministry to young adults 
was lacking. So when Msgr. John 
Prendergast, pastor, and Father 
Bredemeyer arrived in June, the 
31-year-old assistant volunteered 
to become involved.

“Ready, set, go!” is how Father 
Bredemeyer described Msgr. 
Prendergast’s supportive reac-
tion. The Holy Spirit — and a core 
group of hard-working young 
Catholics — took it from there.

Among the early organizers was 
VanLaningham.

“I felt a little lost at church,” 
she admitted to The Catholic 
Post during the potluck meal 
that followed the evening prayer 
last Sunday. “I didn’t know many 
parishioners my age.”

After Father Bredemeyer 
preached on the new outreach, 
VanLaningham took names of 

interested young adults after 
Masses that weekend. The re-
sponse was immediate, with 80 
persons signing up.  

Jamie Talley said the excitement 
for the faith shown by the young 
adults reminds her of what she 
experienced a few years ago at the 
Newman Center while a student 
at Eastern Illinois University. 

“After graduation and getting 
a job, you fall into focusing on 
work,” said Talley, a Farmer City 
native who moved to Washington 
a year ago. Saying even enthusi-
astic young adult Catholics can 
feel “left out and underused” at 
a parish, Talley added that “this 
is something that can revive that 
spark that people already had.”

Father Bredemeyer said the 
entire parish has been supportive. 
The school secretary, for example, 
is among those providing child 
care that keeps dozens of children 
safe and happy while their parents 
enjoy an evening with parishioner 
peers. The Knights of Columbus 
help set up for the dinner in the 
school gym, which is also candlelit.

“I don’t see what we’re doing (at 
the dinner) as detached from the 
chapel,” said Father Bredemeyer. 
He said the candlelit environ-
ment, especially in the church, 
provides an intimate setting 
where the young people “feel 
together yet have a one-on-one 
encounter with the Lord.”

Plans call for the ministry to 
expand to service and recreation 
projects. A Facebook site keeps 
members informed, but there 
has also been new communica-
tion the old-fashioned way — at 
weekend Mass.

“I don’t sit alone anymore,” said 
VanLaningham. “The church 
feels like home now.”

At left, 
Father Ryan 
Bredemeyer 
removes the 
Eucharist from 
a monstrance 
illuminated 
by dozens of 
candles at the 
close of evening 
prayer for the 
“20/30” young 
adult group last 
Sunday at St. 
Patrick’s Church 
in Washington. 
At right, volun-
teers from the 
group Matt and 
Kim Repking 
light more than 
100 candles on 
the sanctuary 
� oor. The Catholic 

KNOW SOMEONE WITH A STORY? The Catholic Post is committed to sharing one in-depth story of faith in each issue 
on our new “People” page. Do you know someone whose life of faith inspires others? Someone who serves others in a 
unique way? Contact our newsroom at 1-800-340-5630 or e-mail cathpost@cdop.org.

Pamela and Shea VanLaningham and enjoy a conversation following 
the dinner portion of the “20/30” Catholic young adult gathering Dec. 
4 at St. Patrick’s, Washington.
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Pray for our faithful departed—
The following death notices were 

taken from obituary pages in area 
newspapers dated Nov. 18 to Dec. 
1, 2011. The notices list name, age, 
parish, and date of death. 

This list may not be complete for 
many reasons. Only those whose 
funeral Masses took place in a 
Catholic church within the Diocese 
of Peoria are normally listed. 

Prayers for those on this list, 
their families, and all the faithful 
departed are encouraged.

ATKINSON: Jane Hamer, 83, St. 
Anthony’s, Nov. 19

BENSON: Margaret M. Kinsella 
Burke, 89, St. John’s, Nov. 22 in Salina, 
Kan.

BLACKSTONE: Melville Ames Stitt, 
74, St. Patrick’s (Ransom), Nov. 20

CANTON: Rudolph T. Sepich, 87, St. 
Mary’s, Nov. 20

CHAMPAIGN: Anna Marguerite 
Schmidt, 96, Holy Cross, Nov. 17; Rob-
ert W. Trinkle, 61, Holy Cross, Nov. 28

CHATSWORTH: Helen M. “Nellie” 
Culkin, 96, St. Peter and Paul, Nov. 25

CHENOA: Mary E. Bean, 73, St. 
Edward’s (Chillicothe), Nov. 16

DALZELL: Susan Passini, 67, St. 
Thomas More, Nov. 26

DANVILLE: Helen M. Brennan, 97, 
St. Paul’s, Nov. 20, in Naples, Fla. 

EAST MOLINE: Paula J. Banaszek, 
71, St. Anne’s, Nov. 27;  Larry E. De-
Doncker, 87, Christ the King (Moline), 
Nov. 26; Patricia Kay Reynolds, 64, St. 
Anne’s, Nov. 23; Niuman A. Loiz, 37, 
Sacred Heart (Moline), Nov. 19; Joseph 
W. Ornelis, 21, St. Anne’s, Nov. 19; Lucy 
Salgado, 44, St. Mary’s, Nov. 19 

EAST PEORIA: Henry F. Huser, 89, 
St. Bernard’s (Peoria), Nov. 19, former 
parish trustee

GALESBURG: Ann Veronica Mat-
son, 101, Corpus Christi, Nov. 28

KEWANEE: Nora M. Lauwagie, 
94, Sacred Heart (Annawan), Nov. 24; 

NEW YORK (CNS) — Auxiliary 
Bishop Patrick J. Sheridan, a 
retired vicar general and one of 
the best-known and most popular 
priests in the New York archdio-
cese, died Dec. 2. He was 89.

Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan 
of New York was scheduled to of-
fer the funeral Mass at 10:30 a.m. 
Dec. 7 in St. Patrick’s Cathedral. 
Burial was to be in Calvary Cem-
etery, Queens.

Bishop Sheridan, who was 
named vicar general by Cardinal 

Maurice A. Beauprez, 78, St. Francis of 
Assisi, Nov. 17

LADD: Betty Turpen, 85, St. Jo-
seph’s (Peru), Nov. 18

LA SALLE: Paul R. “Dick” Grove, 
74, St. Hyacinth’s, Nov. 27; Henry G. 
Ponce, 90, St. Patrick’s, Nov. 11

LINCOLN: E. Elizabeth Morris, 72, 
Holy Family, Nov. 19 

MENDOTA: Manuel Magallanes, 
88, Holy Cross, Nov. 25; Ana Maria 
Hermosillo, 87, Holy Cross, Nov. 25 

METAMORA: Eileen C. Grohs-
meyer, 88, St. Mary’s, Nov. 29; Roberta 
M. “Bert” Grebner, 89, St. Mary’s 
(Lourdes), Nov. 17

MINONK: Kenneth C. Cunning-
ham, 89, St. Patrick’s, Nov. 17, father of 
three, including Father Lloyd Cunning-
ham, SVD, of Techny

MOLINE: Marian E. DeMay, 89, 
Sacred Heart, Nov. 26, organist for 40 
years at Sacred Heart Parish; Virginia 
J. Buckley, 98, Sacred Heart, Nov. 22; 
Paul Owens, 71, Christ the King, Nov. 
20; Jay I. Brocker, 79, St. Mary’s, Nov. 
19, in Bettendorf, Iowa

MORTON: Thomas L. Shields, 71, 
Blessed Sacrament, Nov. 28

NAPLATE: Kevin Patrick “Bernie” 
Cassidy, 53, St. Mary’s, Nov. 15

NEPONSET: Louise Anita Nyert, 78, 
St. Francis of Assisi (Kewanee), Nov. 21

OGLESBY: Antonio Mario Lus-
vardi, 89, Holy Family, Nov. 28; Cesa-
rina “Rena” Sienza, 89, Holy Family, 
Nov. 15; Bernice “Nana” Urbino, 89, 
Holy Family, Nov. 12

ONEIDA: Louise A. Dennis, 93, St. 
Aloysius (Wataga), Nov. 29

OTTAWA: Patrick Aubry, 64, St. 
Patrick’s, Nov. 20

PEKIN: Richard Millen Leslie, 69, 
St. Joseph’s, Nov. 25; Adolph Anthony 
“Babe” Bianchi, 75, St. Joseph’s, Nov. 
21; Marie A. Tuttle, 67, St. Joseph’s, 
Nov. 17; Sylvia Sheiry Normann, 97, St. 
Joseph’s, Nov. 11

PEORIA: Joanne L. Horan, 82, St. 

Thomas the Apostle (Peoria Heights), 
Nov. 30; Antoinette B. Moses, 70, St. 
Sharbel’s, Nov. 28; Mary Juliet Agnes 
Ringel, 100, Holy Family, Nov. 25; Ruth 
E. Keyes, 80, St. Sharbel’s, Nov. 25; Ma-
rie L. Elliott, 89, St. Sharbel’s, Nov. 25, a 
cook at St. Joseph’s Home for 18 years; 
Samuel A. Koury, 93, St. Sharbel’s, 
Nov. 21, made thousands of rosaries; 
Lawrence O. Lulay, 85, St. Vincent de 
Paul, Nov. 21; Ruth Louise Deputy, 
75, St. Ann’s, Nov. 17; Estelle Louise 
Dixon, 93, St. Mary’s Cathedral, Nov. 17, 
recipient of papal honor Pro Ecclesia et 
Pontifice and diocese’s Pere Marquette 
Award for outstanding service to the 
church; Jeremy S. Bahr, 30, St. Jude’s, 
Nov. 19, in Santa Rosa, Calif. 

PERU: Jennie (Pagoria) Wallaert, 
93, Queen of the Holy Rosary (La Salle), 
Nov. 25; William S. Narczewski, 91, 
St. Valentine’s, Nov. 19; Raymond J. 
Galassi, 68, St. Valentine’s, Nov. 18

RANTOUL: Joseph Sokal, 89, St. 
Malachy’s, Nov. 28

ROCK ISLAND: Nick Bender, 85, St. 
Pius X, Nov. 25, painter who donated 
his services to several area parishes; 
Carol Jean Knoeferl, 76, St. Ambrose 
(Milan), Nov. 19

SENECA: Mary Ann (Hoben) Jen-
sen, 78, St. Patrick’s, Nov. 15, in Galena; 
Irma Jean A. Pellegrini Martin, 70, St. 
Patrick’s, Nov. 15, in Bradenton, Fla. 

SILVIS: Roger D. Gross, 61, St. Pat-
rick’s (Colona), Nov. 25

SPRING VALLEY: Thomas John Fra-
sor, 64, St. Anthony’s, Nov. 16

STREATOR: Beverly R. Oelschal-
ger, 83, St. Michael the Archangel, Nov. 
27; Glenn J. Sheedy, 75, St. Michael the 
Archangel, Nov. 25

URBANA: Maria E. Dowd, 77, St. 
Matthew’s (Champaign), Nov. 22

WASHINGTON: Thomas Allen Saw-
chuck, 11, St. Patrick’s, Nov. 16

WENONA: Georgene M. Ireland, 
83, St. Mary’s, Nov. 29, aunt of Father 
Patrick Fixsen

Bishop Patrick Sheridan
Retired New York auxiliary, well-known priest

John J. O’Connor, held numer-
ous pastoral and administrative 
positions in the archdiocese 
in his 64 years of priesthood. 
He was appointed an auxiliary 
bishop by Pope John Paul II and 
was ordained to the episcopate by 
Cardinal O’Connor in 1990.

In 1995, he played a key part 
in the planning for the visit of 
Pope John Paul II to New York 
and blessed Central Park’s Great 
Lawn as the stage was being 
erected for the Mass.
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present spiritual directors and 
assistant directors. Among them 
were Deacon John Skender, the 
current spiritual director for 
Diocesan and Peoria Cursillo; Fa-
ther Tom Henseler, Sister Jacque-
line Schroeder, OSF, Msgr. Tim 
Nolan, Msgr. Brian Brownsey, 
Deacon Bill Read, Sister Janice 
Keenan, OSF, and Sister Diane 
Vande Voorde, OSF.

In addition to 
Bishop Jenky, there 
was applause for 
all the priests and 
permanent deacons 
who have been 
involved in Cursillo, 
as well as the Prot-
estant clergy and lay 
leaders.

And the Cursil-
listas were asked to 
stand and be rec-
ognized according 
to when they had 
made their Cursillo. 
In the group were 
two people who had 
been on the very 
fi rst men’s week-
end and women’s 
weekend.

Joe Sondag, a 
member of Immac-
ulate Conception in 
Manito, helped to bring Cursillo 
to central Illinois and was part 
of the inaugural men’s weekend 
at the Spalding Institute Gymna-
sium in Peoria.

“I was a cradle Catholic and 
went to parochial school,” he told 
The Catholic Post, but it wasn’t 
until he made his Cursillo week-
end that he got “personal with 
Jesus.”

“I could see people fall in love 

with Christ,” Sondag said, as he 
served on teams over the years.

“I took from it and gave back 
what I could,” he said.

LOOKING AT JESUS
Mary Slevin was on the fi rst 

women’s weekend, held at Bergan 
High School from Sept. 30 to Oct. 
3 in 1965, and found it to be “an 
affi rmation of my faith.”

“It tells you that 
God really loves 
you,” said Slevin, a 
member of St. Ann’s 
Parish in Peoria. 
“You may not 
believe it, but the 
Cursillo weekend 
shows you he really 
does.”

It was such an 
“amazing experi-
ence” that she was 
on the team for the 
second women’s 
weekend and was 
the rectora or leader 
for the third week-
end. She went on to 
serve as secretary in 
the Peoria Cursillo 
offi ce for 19 years.

Key to the suc-
cess of a Cursillo 
weekend is prayer 
and palanca or good 

works offered on behalf of the 
candidates by members of the 
community. In preparation for 
Cursillo 1,000 the fi ve Cursillo 
centers in the diocese commit-
ted to collecting 1,000 palanca 
pledges each.

When all was said and done, 
they were able to present a 
spiritual bouquet of 6,553 acts 
of palanca to the inmates at Hill 
Correctional Center in Galesburg, 
where the milestone weekend 

took place.
“God gave 

(Cursillo) 1,000 
to the most 
rejected,” said 
Deacon Joe 
O’Tool of Al-
pha, a member 
of the Cursillo 
team. “That 
Cursillo and 
every Cursillo 
reminds me 
to see Jesus in 
every face we 
look at.”

“I could see 
people fall 
in love with 
Christ.”

 Joe Sondag, 
Immaculate Conception, 
Manito, and participant 
in the inaugural Cursillo 
weekend here in 1964

CURSILLO: Celebrates 1,000th weekend
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“It is simply true 
that there are a 
lot of folks who go 
to church every 
Sunday, but still 
have never met the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
From the bottom 
of my heart I give 
thanks to God 
for the thousand 
Cursillos that you 
folks represent.” 

Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, CSC

Advent might be a time of 
anticipation but it’s also a time 
of refl ection and I would like 
to refl ect on recent Council of 
Catholic Women events that were 
noteworthy.

The fi rst is the wonderful Day 
of Refl ection 
spent at the 
newly formed 
parish of St. 
Michael the 
Archangel in 
Streator. Msgr. 
Philip Halfacre, 
pastor, held 
our attention 
and gave us 
great spiritual 
considerations 
to complement 
the theme of 
“Planting and 
Harvesting for 
the Lord.” The women of the par-
ish were very warm and welcom-
ing! One of the ladies told me 
that the rosary is being said each 
afternoon at the church asking 
the Blessed Mother’s interces-
sion that the Catholic families in 
Streator unite to form a spirit-
fi lled, joyful new parish. We 
thank everyone involved for the 
enjoyable, enriching day.

WORTH REPEATING
The National Council of Catho-

lic Women convention was held in 
Chicago in November.

There were a number of won-
derful speakers and I have a few 
quotes I felt were worth repeating.

Robert Wicks has written a 
number of books and he gave us 
wonderful insights. One sug-
gestion he had was to ask our 
children and grandchildren, “Do 
you know who you are? You are 
the daughter/son of the king! You 
are very special and need to recall 
and rejoice as you consider your 
special vocation as a child of the 
king who is in heaven.”

He recommends there be no 
screens (TV, cell phone, iPad, 
BlackBerry, etc) at Mass, the table 

Anticipation
and refl ection
in Advent

Council
Comments

Joan Weber—

PLEASE TURN TO DCCW 19

Maureen and Maurice Alouan present the bread and wine to Bishop 
Jenky at the Mass celebrating 1,000 Cursillos in the Diocese of Peoria 
on Dec. 3. The Catholic Post/Jennifer Willems

At the Ultreya that 
followed, Father 
Tom Kelly and Joe 
Sondag look over 
the group photo 
from the � rst 
Cursillo weekend 
held in central Il-
linois in 1964.

Jo Fuller, lay coordinator for 
Peoria Cursillo, holds one of the 
bookmarks with the Prayer to 
the Holy Spirit that were blessed 
by Bishop Jenky.

A choir of Cursillistas directed 
by Tom Mindock provided the 
music for the milestone celebra-
tion.



called to welcome, radiate and demon-
strate the love and presence of Christ in 
the world,” he said.

The family does so by being a com-
munity of lifelong, self-giving love, he 
said. It is open to welcoming new life, it 
educates its members in the faith and 
in charity, and its civic involvement and 
charitable activity is motivated by faith.

When a Christian family “is able to 
live love as communion and service, 
as a mutual gift and openness toward 

all, it refl ects the splendor of Christ and the beauty of the 
divine Trinity in the world,” the pope said.

Pope Benedict said the church needs strong couples 
involved in its pastoral work, too, especially in educating 
children, teaching young people about the Christian vi-
sion of sexuality, preparing engaged couples for marriage 
and helping married couples strengthen their relation-
ships.

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Christian 
families are called to welcome, demon-
strate and spread the love and presence 
of Christ in the world, Pope Benedict 
XVI said.

A family, founded on the marriage of 
a man and woman and open to having 
children, is “the human space for an 
encounter with Christ,” he said Dec. 1 
in a speech to members of the Pontifi -
cal Council for the Family.

The council, founded by Pope John 
Paul II, was marking the 30th anniversary of its estab-
lishment by focusing on the role of the family in the “new 
evangelization.”

“The eclipse of God, the spread of ideologies contrary to 
the family and the degradation of sexual ethics appear to be 
connected,” the pope said. In the same way, he said, “the new 
evangelization is inseparable from the Christian family.”

Like the church as a whole, the Christian family “is 

On Christmas Eve in 1818 in Austria, church organist 
Franz Xaver Gruber discovered that his church’s 
organ was broken. Without that crucial instrument, 

it wouldn’t be possible to play any of the music that the 
choir and its director had practiced. The repertoire would 
have to be redone in less than 24 hours!

But how?
Gruber’s nightmare became his bless-

ing when he took the words to a poem 
written by the parish’s assistant pastor, 
Father Josef Mohr, and wrote a melody 
for it that could be performed with 
guitar instead of organ — a melody that 
many of us will lift up this year and for 
years to come whenever we sing “Silent 
Night.”

Church choir directors throughout the 
world from Advent to the end of De-
cember may be living their own “night 
before Christmas” nightmare since, 
no matter how abundant the budget or 
other resources for music, there’s never 
enough time to plan, rehearse and per-

fect all of the special songs that are presented during the 
time surrounding Christmas.

Christmas music, whether it is all contemporary or 
a mixture of traditional and contemporary, is unique, 
sometimes complex, and often deceptively diffi cult. And 
if the choir director is also planning a Christmas pageant 
or concert, well, the worry takes on a heightened sense of 
urgency.

CHOIRS ARE FRETTING
Right about now, somewhere, choirs are fretting. At 

most churches, choir members are volunteers who have 
many other obligations. Yet, during the busiest time of the 
year, these marvelously giving people are asked to spend 
even more of their time participating in extra hours of 
rehearsal.

There might be, for example, singers who have been giv-
en solos for the very fi rst time, and who suddenly develop 
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From one church musician to another

Families have key role in new evangelization
Occupy . . . your
parish confessional

Living Well

Maureen
Pratt—

stage fright. There might even be singers who feel slighted 
because they were not been given solos. Their sour notes 
can negatively affect everyone.

Equally as contagious, colds and fl u are beginning to go 
around. So it’s not unusual for church musicians, especial-
ly key soloists, to be struck down with laryngitis or worse, 
leading up to midnight Mass.

For 13 years, I conducted a Catholic choir. I remember 
well the frenzy of preparation, the extra energy needed 
and the patience that we all had to have as new songs had 
to be mastered. (There were the unexpected bumps in the 
road to Bethlehem, too.)

Through it all, I think that what got us through to really 
meaningful celebrations was the realization that:

� Liturgical music was never meant to be performance 
but was fi rst and always to be prayer. Myriad personal 
confl icts, anxieties and foibles can be alleviated by that 
focus on music as prayer!

� Mistakes happen. Even the most beautiful piece of 
silk has rough spots or snags somewhere. Rehearsal is 
vital to being as prepared as possible, but we should never 
be so afraid of making a mistake that we lose sight of 
God’s presence.

� Words convey powerful feelings and ideas. By focus-
ing on what the song is saying, mastering diffi cult pas-
sages (and “hitting” really high notes) becomes easier, and 
it lasts.

I still regularly cantor and surround myself with as 
much music as possible, especially at this time of year. It 
is a privilege to help the church community worship and 
to feel connected with my fellow musicians throughout the 
world. And we, too, are connected to those musicians who 
went before us — musicians such as organist Franz Xaver 
Gruber.

May your Christmas music be graced with joy, splendor 
and blessed miracles!

MAUREEN PRATT is a Los Angeles-based author, speaker, and jour-
nalist whose column on health and spirituality is syndicated by 
Catholic News Service. Write her at maureen@maureenpratt.com.

© 2011 Catholic News Service

Unfair! About 25 percent of Catholics seem to have 
more graces than the rest, according to latest data.

Are you listening, Catholic majority? Well, are you 
going to just sit on your sofa? Claim you’re too busy with 
the holiday rush? Give in to unwarranted fears?

We say it’s time for action. And Advent is the perfect 
time to do something about it.

You see, we know exactly where many of these minor-
ity Catholics will be in the coming days. At church. In the 
confessional or a reconciliation room. Obtaining forgive-
ness, peace, and grace they know darn well was earned by 
someone else. 

Unfair!
So let’s do it. Let’s occupy the confessional. In numbers 

that will make a pastor’s head spin. 
Here’s the plan. Find out your parish’s confession sched-

ule. (Many will be having expanded times in the coming 
days.) Then not only show up yourself, but organize a 
veritable forgiveness fl ash mob of fellow Catholics — active 
or inactive — in your community. Why stop there? Go to 
thecatholicpost.com and share this challenge on Face-
book, Twitter, etc. 

You might want to tell your friends and family that 
only 2 percent of Catholics across all generations report-
edly participate in the sacrament of reconciliation once a 
month or more, 12 percent do so several times a year, and 
another 12 percent seek it once a year. 

What’s fair about that? What about the other 74 percent? 
Why should a minority get extra spiritual healing and 
renewal?

Do something about it. Occupy a confessional near you. 
Set everything right, and take a step toward eternally “oc-
cupying” heaven. — Thomas J. Dermody
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I’ve been shopping for the perfect Christmas card, 
sifting through Nativity scenes framed in holly ber-
ries and bows. 

None of the Marys feel right. The lips are taut. The face, 
unblemished. We see none of the bliss and bewilderment 
that must have surged after birthing the son of God. We 

see no emotion at all — serenity as va-
cancy, sainthood as sedation.  

This year’s traditional Christmas 
stamp issued by U.S. Postal Service, 
Raphael’s “Madonna of the Candelabra,” 
shows a stoic Mary casting her eyes away 
from her infant. Painted in the early 16th 
century, it was a product of the Italian 
High Renaissance, but it’s hard to imag-
ine the new mom letting a single mo-
ment pass without studying the Savior in 
her hands.

INSPIRED BY “MARY, DID YOU KNOW?”
Eventually I found a card that com-

pelled me, the store’s last boxed set of its 
kind. First I noticed the baby, who looks 
as he should: like a baby. Brown fuzzy 
hair, apples for cheeks and a light in his 

eyes. Mary holds him close, kissing his right cheek.
The painting was inspired 11 years ago when Morgan 

Weistling, now a 47-year-old father in California, heard 
Steve Amerson’s song “Mary, Did You Know?” on the 
radio. It was the Dolly Parton version. 

One phrase stood out to him: “when you kiss your little 
baby you’ve kissed the face of God.” 

“Immediately I felt I was supposed to paint this,” Mor-

from Page 1 and wind up, once again, forgotten. And then 
so many of the needy are single mothers whose children 
will never know their father, or perhaps even see him.

So the good news, I fear, is temporary indeed. Once the 
turkey is gone and the toy cars have lost their wheels, the 

poor and the hungry will be put back on 
the shelf of obscurity, off of Page 1, out 
of sight, out of mind. For the moment we 
will feel better about helping feed and 
clothe those less fortunate. But for how 
long? And what is next for them?

Poverty tends to perpetuate itself. 
Lured by the cushion of entitlements, 
people almost forget how to work. What 
jobs they might fi nd often pay less than 
the check from big brother. So ambition 
withers. And we are back to 11 months 
when there are few signs or stories of 
good cheer.

LOVE, CARE FOR ONE ANOTHER
Once this spirit of holiday giving passes, do we go back 

to square one? Or do we move forward? If so, how? 
It has been said that giving a person a fi sh is fi ne, but 

giving him a fi shing pole is a better solution. Sounds good, 
but how do we do that? How do we close this widening 
gap between the haves and the have-nots? And how do we 
erase all that bad news that fi lls our morning paper?

Imagining Mary ‘right’: Christmas paintings that open our eyes

Extend this season of selfl ess giving and make the good news last

It Seems
To Me

Jerry Klein—

Twenty 
Something

Christina 
Capecchi—

The New York Times has for years carried the motto 
over its masthead, “All the News That’s Fit to Print.” 
And most newspapers adhered to that idea, although 

it was somewhat mangled by the variation which went, 
“All the News That Fits We Print.” 

Nowadays, however, the secular press seems to have 
settled into a grim realism which might be titled “Bad 
News Is Good News.”

Pick up a morning paper almost any day of the week and 
it adds up to a virtual obituary for the good old days. Blaz-
ing headlines announce murders, shootings, bombings, 
assaults, child abuse, muggings, riots, fl oods, drought, 
hurricanes, earthquakes, storms, economic collapse, 
hordes of jobless, hunger, poverty and so on. One might be 
tempted to conclude (1) that we are in the fi nal days and 
(2) there is scarcely a shred of goodness to be found in our 
world and (3) all is lost.

“TEMPORARY” GOOD NEWS?
There is, of course, good news, especially at this time 

of year, when those poor who are always with us seem to 
be inundated with food baskets, turkeys, canned goods, 
toys, and so on. These acts of giving are recounted in great 
detail by the local press, and deservedly so. 

But it does not raise the spirit when one contemplates 
the enormity of the task of feeding these hungry, these 
homeless, these jobless, these cold, and the realization 
that once the holidays are over, they all will disappear 

No one since time began has been able to answer these 
questions. But there are some obvious suggestions that 

have been made over and over.
Trust in God. Realize that this is not 

our fi nal home. Love and care for one 
another. Remember that whatever we 
do for the least of His brethren, we do 
for Him. 

The bad news will not last forever. 
We can take neither poverty nor 
riches with us. There will come a time 
when the empty will be fi lled and the 
poor will become incredibly rich. 

In the meantime, we might try to 
extend this season of selfl ess giving, 
of soup kitchens and food pantries 
and gift-handouts long beyond this 
blessed year-end season of Thanks-
giving, Christmas and New Year

Bad news, like evil, knows no season. Neither should 
good news. Now may be the time to rejoice, but so should 
next month and the one after that. For the hungry, the 
poor, the needy are here all year long. Our caring, our giv-
ing, should be, too.

JERRY KLEIN is a longtime � ne arts critic and columnist in the secu-
lar press. He and his wife, Mary, live in Germantown Hills and are 
members of St. Mary’s Cathedral Parish, Peoria.

The hungry, 
the poor, the 
needy are 
here all year 
long. Our 
caring, our 
giving, should 
be, too.

gan told me. “I had been praying and asking God, ‘Give me 
an idea here.’” 

Amerson’s phrasing appealed to him. “This little child 
she bore was God in the fl esh, and yet, she cuddled and 
kissed him just as all mothers do.” 

The painting poured out of Morgan in three days. He 
didn’t feel the need to sketch in charcoal on his canvas to 
begin, as he usually does; it was oil paint right away. He 
didn’t go back to make any alterations. The fi rst draft was 
the fi nal.

“MY BIG GIFT FROM GOD”
Morgan’s paintings are so realistic they look like pic-

tures, and he uses people as models. His Mary was 16, 
a brunette named Katie who had a “sweet humbleness 

to her,” Morgan said. “It wouldn’t have worked with a 
blonde.” 

The baby was of Jewish descent, born to a woman with 
a crack addiction and recently placed in a foster home.

Morgan knew he needed to master Mary’s kiss, render-
ing it tender, not “hokey.” Her left hand, pressing the 
swaddled baby to her heart, also was crucial. Morgan had 
long admired the way Mary’s marble hand grips Jesus’ 
side in Michelangelo’s Pietà.  

Morgan’s published image, titled “Kissing The Face Of 
God,” sold out in two weeks. It remains his most popu-
lar painting — “my big gift from God,” he said — and 
the only original he’s kept, despite a standing offer of 
$100,000.

Every year Morgan receives requests to reproduce the 
image. One year National Geographic used it for a corpo-
rate Christmas card. 

The painting speaks to the brokenhearted, Morgan told 
me. “A lot of women who have lost a child really attach to 
‘Kissing The Face of God.’” 

I’m grateful to the artists who help us see ourselves 
in the Blessed Mother, because she is for everyone. I 
once spoke to a victim of clergy abuse who had lost her 
Catholic faith but held on to Mary. I read about a woman 
whose conversion to Catholicism began in labor, when 
she called on Mary in urgent prayer: “Don’t abandon me 
now.”

This season we celebrate the mother who brings us to 
God with such capacity for love and grief and everything 
in between.

CHRISTINA CAPECCHI is a freelance writer from Inver Grove Heights, 
Minn. She can be reached at ReadChristina.com.

“This little child 
she bore was God 
in the fl esh, and 
yet, she cuddled 
and kissed him just 
as all mothers do.” 

“Kissing The Face Of God” 
by Morgan Weistling



One way in which we encounter God in this life — one 
way in which He Himself speaks to us — is in the 
sacred Scriptures. The following are 10 reasons from 

Scripture for reading . . . the Scriptures.
1. It provides a solid foundation for our lives. “Every 

one then who hears these words of mine and does them will be 
like the wise man who built his house upon the rock.” (Mt 7:24)

2. It cleanses or prunes us of our sins and short-
comings. “You are already made clean by the word which I 
have spoken to you.” (Jn 15:3)

3. It gives us guidance. “Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light to my path.” (Ps 119:105)

4. It humbles us and keeps us 
humble. “God watches over the hosts of 
heaven, while all men are dust and ashes.” 
(Sirach 17:32) 

5. It nourishes our faith and trust 
in God. “Cast all your anxieties on him, 
for he cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:6)  

6. It strengthens our hope. “In the 
world you will have tribulation; but be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 
(Jn 16:33)

7. It leads us to love God and neigh-
bor. “Make love your aim.” (1 Cor 14:1) 

8. It helps us to be detached from 
this world. “Let . . . those who deal with 
the world (live) as though they had no 
dealings with it. For the form of this world 
is passing away.” (1 Cor 7:31)

9. When we know the Word of God we are better able 
to help others and give them sound advice. “All Scripture 
is inspired by God and profi table for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction and for training in righteousness.” (2 Tm 3:16)

10. It shows us the way to heaven.  “Lord . . . you have 
the words of eternal life” (Jn 6:68).

WHY SOME PEOPLE DON’T
Although there are many good reasons to read the Scrip-

tures, the following are 10 reasons why people don’t.
1. Procrastination and spiritual sloth. “We will hear 

you again about this (some other day) . . . .” (Acts 17:32)
2. Pride. “Hear and give ear; be not proud, for the Lord 

has spoken.” (Jer 13:15) 
3. Some parts of Scriptures are not easy to under-

stand. “There are some things in them (Paul’s letters) hard 
to understand.” (2 Peter 3:16)

4. Being too attached to worldly affairs. “I have 
bought a fi eld and must go out and see it; I pray you, have me 
excused.” (Lk 14:18)

5. Worries and the love of material things. “The 
cares of the world and the delight in riches choke the word, 
and it proves unfruitful.” (Mt 13:22)

6. Diffi culty in accepting what the Scriptures 
teach. “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” (Jn 6:60)

7. Lack of awareness for need to change or lack of de-
sire to change. “Repent and believe in the Gospel.” (Mk 1:14)

8. A hardened heart. “Today, when you hear his voice, 
do not harden your hearts.” (Heb 3:7)

9. The work of the devil. “When anyone hears the word 
of the kingdom and does not understand it, the Evil One comes 
and snatches away what is sown in his heart.” (Mt 13:18) 

10. Ignorance that God has spoken. “And how are 
they to hear without a preacher?” (Rm 10:14)
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Third Sunday of Advent, Dec. 11

Isaiah 61:1-2a,10-11; (Psalm) Luke 1:46-48,
49-50,53-54; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; 

John 1:6-8,19-28

Perhaps at no other time during the year are we 
so seduced into the culture surrounding us. The 
materialism of the season can take over our lives. 

There is an ancient story that demonstrates the situa-
tion.

It is a story about a holy woman who was in a town 
square, sitting with a bowl. She put in dirt and then 
added water and stirred. Periodically she put her hand 

in and took out a gold nugget. After a 
while, she was accosted by a merchant 
who wanted to buy her “magic” bowl. 
She assured him there was no magic 
and gave it to him. Daily he stirred 
dirt and water but found only mud. 
One day he discovered her walking 
through the square. “There is a trick 
that you withheld,” he challenged. 
“No trick,” she responded. “You only 
get the gold when you renounce all 
greed.”

We are constantly searching for 
what will make us happy, whether it 
is the best gift, fastest technology or 
the next relationship. Life often hands 
us the opposite. We cannot side-step 
pain, disappointment, sadness. Do we 

frantically keep digging for the gold in the pot, believ-
ing all the time that it is in the pot rather within us that 
happiness resides?

The Scriptures today are a profound example of a dif-
ferent approach to life.

Daily readings—

Looking forward in hope to the true font of our joy

Living the 
Word

Sister Rachel 
Bergschneider, 

OSB—

10 reasons to read
sacred Scripture

Spending 
the Day 

with God
Father James

King—

Monday, Dec. 12: 
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Zechariah 2:14-17 or Revelation 
11:19a; 12:1-6a,10ab
(Psalm) Judith 13:18bcde,19
Luke 1:26-38 or Luke 1:39-47

Tuesday, Dec. 13: 
St. Lucy
Zephaniah 3:1-2,9-13
Psalm 34:2-3,6-7,17-18,19 and 23
Matthew 21:28-32

Wednesday, Dec. 14: 
St. John of the Cross
Isaiah 45:6b-8,18,21b-25
Psalm 85:9ab and 10,11-12,13-14
Luke 7:18b-23

Thursday, Dec. 15: Advent Weekday
Isaiah 54:1-10
Psalm 30:2 and 4,5-6,11-12a and 13b
Luke 7:24-30

Friday, Dec. 16: Advent Weekday

“REJOICE ALWAYS”
      The author of Isaiah, speaking after the Israelites 
have been in exile living under the oppression of a 
foreign government, describes true happiness or joy: “I 
rejoice heartily in the Lord; in my God is the joy of my 
soul, for God has clothed me with a robe of salvation and 
wrapped me in a mantle of justice.” From that assurance 
of the Lord’s presence in his life, he was compelled to 
“bring glad tidings to the poor, to heal the broken-heart-
ed, to proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the 
prisoners, to announce a year of favor from the Lord.”

And St. Paul, who himself experienced trial and hard-
ship and knows of the diffi culties of the people of Thes-
salonica, to whom he writes, says, “Rejoice always. Pray 
without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks.”

So from where does this joy come? The Gospel gives us 
an example in the person of John the Baptist. John is an 
enigmatic character. He lives on the fringes of society, eating 
honey and wild locusts. He doesn’t much fi t into the cultural 
norm. He does, however, have quite a following. People 
seem to fl ock to him to repent of their sins and be baptized.

There is one thing quite outstanding about John. In 
this passage he makes it clear that there is someone else 
who is greater than he. John is simply preparing the way 
for this person.

John’s vision is focused on the promised One. He calls 
people to let go of their past and look forward in hope 
to the coming of Jesus who brings the fullness of life. 
He, himself, seems to have found the source of joy, not 
in a magic stone, but in the knowledge that his selfl ess 
pointing to another truly brings life. It is not about John 
or his followers, but about the One who is the font of joy 
and happiness. 

SISTER RACHEL Bergschneider, OSB, is a member of the Sisters of St. 
Benedict of St. Mary Monastery in Rock Island. She serves as pas-
toral associate at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish in Peoria Heights.

Isaiah 56:1-3a,6-8
Psalm 67:2-3,5,7-8
John 5:33-36

Saturday, Dec. 17: 
Advent Weekday
Genesis 49:2,8-10
Psalm 72:1-2,3-4ab,7-8,17
Matthew 1:1-17

Sunday, Dec. 18: 
Fourth Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16
Psalm 89:2-3,4-5,27,29
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38

Monday, Dec. 19: 
Advent Weekday
Judges 13:2-7,24-25a
Psalm 71:3-4a,5-6ab,16-17
Luke 1:5-25

Tuesday, Dec. 20: Advent Weekday
Isaiah 7:10-14

Psalm 24:1-2,3-4ab,5-6
Luke 1:26-38

Wednesday, Dec. 21: 
Advent Weekday
Song of Songs:2:8-14 or 
Zephaniah 3:14-18a
Psalm 33:2-3,11-12,20-21
Luke 1:39-45

Thursday, Dec. 22: Advent Weekday
1 Samuel 1:24-28
(Psalm) 1 Samuel 2:1,4-5,6-7,8abcd
Luke 1:46-56

Friday, Dec. 23: Advent Weekday
Malachi 3:1-4,23-24
Psalm 25:4-5ab,8-9,10 and 14
Luke 1:57-66

Saturday, Dec. 24: Advent Weekday
(Morning)
2 Samuel 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16
Psalm 89:2-3,4-5,27 and 29
Luke 1:67-79
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FROM PAGE	7

formatted and sized. In short, thoughtful 
stories, Sister Bridget invites readers to have 
“generous faith” by living in the moment, 
accepting and trusting in divine care, and ex-
periencing God’s presence in our daily lives.  

“Welcome Baby Jesus! Advent and Christ-
mas Reflections for Families” by Sarah 
Reinhard is a gentle, easy read to help fami-
lies “appreciate Advent” and the Christmas 
season through Scripture, reflections and 
action ideas.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Visit The Catholic Post Book 
Group blog online for book giveaways, author 
interviews and a bonus article this month on e-
books that would make great Christmas gifts.

esan priesthood, while 24 percent intend 
to be ordained for religious orders.

ONLY PART OF THE STORY
But Theological College’s Father Brown 

said a rise in enrollment is only part of the 
story.

“It’s not just the numbers but the quality 
and spirit of the men who are coming,” he 
told CNS.

“I’m tremendously impressed with the 
quality of the candidates, their zeal,” he 
added. “We’re seeing a real renewal of the 
priesthood.”

Father Brown said the full house has led 
to “a nice and interesting atmosphere” at 
Theological College because of the racial 
and ethnic diversity of the seminarians, who 
come from “a wide diversity of backgrounds 
and from a wide diversity of parts of the 
U.S.”

Having more applicants than Theologi-
cal College can accept also benefits some of 
the seminarians, who might be referred to a 
school “better suited to the candidate’s aca-
demic achievements and aptitudes,” he said.

Because its seminarians participate in 
“an exacting and demanding program” at 
The Catholic University of America, Father 
Brown said, Theological College accepts 
those candidates considered most likely to 
succeed in a rigorous academic environ-
ment.

“As the numbers seem to be increasing 
for all major seminaries, it’s easier to have a 
more cooperative relationship” among the 
schools, so that seminarians end up at the 
seminary that will benefit them the most, he 
added.

But he said those at Theological College 
never lose sight of the fact that “our goal is 
not to produce academicians or intellectuals 
but to provide good pastors for parishes.”

of the Lord; at meals, family time or in 
the bedroom. He reminded us to use the 
media well as it is a gift from God and we 
should have an active, listening presence 
as we discern what information comes to 
us.

Thomas Brejcha, president and chief 
counsel, and Peter Breen, executive direc-
tor and legal counsel of the Thomas More 
Society, offered a session on end-of-life 
issues. We were urged to have a written 
document called a durable power of at-
torney with a Catholic view. I found this 
one at the Kansas Catholic Conference 
website: calltoshare.org/admin/document.
doc?id=126. The Thomas More Society is 
working on having one on their website 
soon.

They discussed an actual case of a wom-
an who had hired someone to act as her 
agent in health care decisions and neither 
the woman nor any of her family members 
(nieces and nephews) were in agreement 
with him, but they had to go to court to 
stop him from acting. This was brought to 
our attention to remind us to choose well 
and to let that person know our wishes as 
we progress through an illness.

Deacon Dan Welter of the Archdiocese 
of Chicago spoke on domestic violence. 
Speaking with him was Beverly Ann 
Stewart, who has been a victim of domes-
tic violence and is now with the Illinois 
Department of Human Services. They 
stressed that it is becoming more and more 
important that parish priests be trained 
to know the best procedures to follow. In 
particular, they mentioned that offering 
counseling sessions for the couple is not 
recommended. The victims need an im-
mediate safe haven when they make the 
decision to leave and their partner cannot 
know their whereabouts. I would recom-
mend that every parish look into educating 
leaders on how best to handle emergency 
situations that might occur.

With topics and speakers such as these, 
wouldn’t it be a wonderful idea for your 
parish women’s organization to consider 
sending a member to next year’s conven-
tion? We’ll be in Myrtle Beach, S.C., in 
November and hope you might join us. 
We’ll have details next month.

Each member of your Peoria Diocesan 
Council of Catholic Women extends a spe-
cial wish for a blessed Advent and Merry 
Christmas!

DCCW
FROM PAGE	9

KNOW SOMEONE WITH A STORY? The Catholic Post is committed 
to sharing one in-depth story of faith in each issue on our “People” page. 
Do you know someone whose life of faith inspires others? Someone who 
serves others in a unique way? Contact our newsroom at 1-800-340-5630 
or e-mail cathpost@cdop.org.
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HENRY — One of the Diocese of Peoria’s 
smallest building projects stands ready to 
play a giant role in many lives.

One at a time.
On Monday, Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, 

CSC, blessed and dedicated “The Solitude 
of the Sacred Heart,” a 16-by-20-foot, two-
room dwelling on the grounds of Nazareth 
House, the diocesan retreat center.

“This is one of my dreams,” said the 
bishop of the hermitage, which is now 
open for use by individual priests, deacons, 
religious and laity throughout the diocese 
seeking a place for silent prayer and refl ec-
tion.

“There’s so much noise in people’s lives 
today,” continued the bishop, “with phones 
and computers always beeping.” The 
Solitude of the Sacred Heart, located at the 
edge of a wooded bluff with a spectacular 
view of the Illinois River, offers a place to 
“just be quiet and be with the Lord.”

The building project was made possible 
thanks to a “signifi cant” donation from 
Beth A. Winebrenner, a resident of West 
Lafayette, Ind. Bishop Jenky has known 
Winebrenner since she was in graduate 
school at the University of Notre Dame and 
has provided her with spiritual direction.

While the donor was unable to be pres-
ent, she was remembered with gratitude 
Monday as Bishop Jenky blessed the tiny 
structure in a private ceremony. Among 
those in attendance were members of the 
Servants of the Pierced Hearts of Jesus 
and Mary, who operate Nazareth House.

The Solitude was completed in Novem-

ber and has already had guests, said Sister 
Delia Marie Morales, SCTJM. She called 
the house “an oasis” where individuals can 
rest, read a book, create artwork, refl ect on 
life’s journey, pray for guidance, or just “be 
in the presence of God.”

Featuring a hardwood fl oor and pitched 
ceiling, as well as plentiful windows 
through which to ponder the surrounding 
natural beauty, the dwelling  is sparsely 
yet adequately furnished with bedding, 
shower, a small refrigerator, a microwave 
oven, a CD player, a recliner and a writing 
table. 

The maximum stay per visit is seven 
days, and the minimum age for retreatants 
is 21. There is a recommended donation 
of $35 per day. Guests can bring their 
own meals or make meal arrangements 
with Nazareth Center staff. The chapel at 
Nazareth House is also available for prayer 
before the Blessed Sacrament.

Deacon Bob Sondag, vice chancellor, 
credited Andrew Hagemann, director of 
properties for the diocese, and the skills of 
Kevin Smith of the Smith Building Center 
in Henry for making the Solitude a reality 
at an ideal location. The house is within 
easy walking distance of the retreat center, 
yet separated by a hill across the main 
entry road.

Deacon Sondag said the Solitude pro-
vides a place for “serious development of 
your relationship to God.” He especially 
encouraged those who regularly share the 
faith to seek renewal there.

“To be effi cient in ministry you have to 
take care of yourself, grow spiritually your-
self,” he reminded.

Bishop Jenky said the structure is 
“exactly what I envisioned.” If it proves 
popular, “we might be able to build another 
one,” he added.

But not too near this one.
For more information on reserving The 

Solitude of the Sacred Heart, call Nazareth 
House at (309) 364-3084. More informa-
tion is available online at nazarethretreat-
house.org.

An ‘oasis’ of
Diocese opens place
for quiet refl ection
at Nazareth House

The newly built 
Solitude of the 
Sacred Heart is 
ready to welcome 
individual guests to 
its quiet, re� ective 
location overlook-
ing the Illinois River 
on the grounds of 
Nazareth House, 
the diocesan retreat 
center near Henry.

Those taking part 
in Monday’s 
blessing ceremonies 
included members of 
the Servants of the 
Pierced Hearts of Jesus 
and Mary who sta�  
Nazareth House. 

Bishop Jenky blesses the Solitude during ceremonies Dec. 5. 

For more photos of the Solitude 
and Monday’s ceremonies, visit 
The Catholic Post’s site on Facebook.

SOLITUDE


