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WASHINGTON (CNS) 
Ð  Health care got plenty 
of attention during previ-
ous presidential election 
campaigns, but this time 
around it is almost like 
a kid craning to see 
what is going on 
while other issues 
take the front 
seat.

A Pew Re-
search Center 
poll this summer 
placed health care 
behind the economy, 
terrorism and foreign pol-
icy among votersÕ  concerns 
and just above gun policy 
and immigration.

One reason itÕ s likely not 
a top issue is that the often 
contentious Affordable 
Care Act Ð  which became 
law in 2010 and was fully 
implemented in 2015 Ð  has 
now been upheld twice by 

the U.S. Supreme Court.
A recent poll by Kaiser 

Family Foundation found 
that fewer than half of re-
spondents wanted elected 
officials to focus on the Af-
fordable Care Act and less 
than one-third wanted it 
fully repealed.

Ò Health is really a 
pocketbook issue more 

than a political issue 
now,Ó  said Drew 

Altman, founda-
tion president.
But when presi-

dential candidates 
discuss health care, the 

Affordable Care Act is the 
first thing they mention. 
Democrat Hillary Clinton 
promises to defend and ex-
pand it, while Republican 
Donald Trump says he will 
urge Congress to repeal it.

The Catholic Church has 
had a complicated relation-
ship with the law. Catholic 
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On September 11, outside 
of St. Rose of Lima Church 
in Northborough, firefight-
er Patrick McManus raised 
the American flag over a 
firetruck parked in front of 
the church building. It was 
the appropriate symbol of 
community between the 
town and parish as people 
from various faiths gath-
ered for a Memorial Service 
of healing, peace and re-
membrance.

The 5 p.m. service 
opened with Ò Let There Be 
Peace on EarthÓ  followed 
by a heartfelt reflection 
from Chief David Parenti 
of the Northborough Fire 
Department. On Septem-
ber 11, 2001 he was with 
candidates preparing to 
take the entrance exam Ð 
the first step to becoming 
a firefighter. He recalled 
the young recruitsÕ  first 
reaction to the news of 
the plane crashing into 
the North Tower of the 
World Trade Center: Ò They 
thought it would be Ô excit-
ingÕ  to respond to that 
call.Ó  As the gravity of 
the situation sunk in, he 
noticed the candidates 
staring at TV screens and 

wondered if some were 
beginning to question their 
career path.

Some of the candidates 
were potential transferees 
from New York City to New 
England. Tears streamed 
down their faces as they 
watched events unfold. 
Their immediate reaction 
was to take the exam at the 
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First responders reflect in 
silence as “Taps” is played.

SEE ELECTION, 6

SEE 9/11, 7
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Father Juan G. Herrera leads a First Friday pilgrimage in Spanish at Notre Dame Church of St. John Paul II Parish.

GROUP VISITS TO PILGRIMAGE 
CHURCHES | SUNDAY, SEPT. 18
PILGRIMAGE CHURCH: St. Paul Cathedral, 15 
Chatham St., Worcester

TIME: Meet outside cathedral at 2:45 p.m. 
Process through Holy Door into cathedral at 3 
p.m. for Mass with Bishop McManus.

SPONSOR: The Society of St. Vincent de Paul in 
the Diocese of Worcester

PILGRIMAGE CHURCH: Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
7 East Main St., Milford

TIME: Meet at St. Mary of the Assumption 
Church, 19 Winter St., Milford. Confessions 
noon-1 p.m. in the lower church. Multi-lingual 
rosary procession 1:10 p.m. to Sacred Heart 
for a talk about the Holy Year indulgence and 
Mass at 2 p.m., with a reception afterward in 
Sacred Heart’s Bell Tower Room.

WORK OF MERCY: Do a corporal work of mercy 
and bring a canned good for Milford Daily 
Food Pantry.

SPONSORS: Collaborative effort of St. Mary’s 
and Sacred Heart parishes
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OUTHBRIDGE Ð  Walking to a pilgrimage 
church, and through its Holy Door, is a source 
of grace for pilgrims and their priests, accord-
ing to some who have done it.

St. John Paul II Parish has been holding a pil-
grimage the first Friday of each month during 
the Year of Mercy. 

Pilgrims meet at 6 p.m. at one of the parishÕ s 
church buildings, St. MaryÕ s, and process to 

its main church building, Notre Dame. They enter Notre 
Dame through the Holy Door and celebrate Mass there. 
Notre Dame is one of eight churches in the diocese that 
Bishop McManus designated as a pilgrimage site for the 
jubilee year. 

Ò ItÕ s a privilege to go through the door,Ó  parishioner 
Francisca PŽ rez said after the pilgrimage and Mass Sept. 
2. Ò We are a very, very lucky parish to have the Holy Door 
É  because you receive grace. You have to come to Mass to 
receive strong grace.Ó

People realize itÕ s a blessing to have the Holy Door, said 
Father Juan G. Herrera, associate pastor, who had just led 
the pilgrimage and celebrated the Mass in Spanish. He 
translated some things into English for the sake of some 
of the pilgrims. 

The parish has been alternating between English and 
Spanish for the pilgrimages. The next pilgrimage, Oct. 
7, is to be in English, and the final one, Nov. 4, bilingual, 
Father Herrera said. There are printed programs in Eng-
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WORCESTER Ð   Ò I think one of 
the things that the Holy Father is 
asking us to do during the Holy 
Year of Mercy is to reflect on how 
we have felt GodÕ s merciful pres-
ence in our lives,Ó  said Mathew N. 
Schmalz, an associate professor  
at the College of the Holy Cross. 
Ò In thinking about my own life, 
I realized that mercy was a con-

stant themeÉ Ó
In Mr. SchmalzÕ s 

new book, Ò Mercy 
Matters: Opening 
Yourself to the Life-
Changing Gift,Ó  that 
theme is brought to 
life in colorful vi-
gnettes that reflect 
the authorÕ s personal witness to 
and experience of mercy. Through 
the three sections of Mercy and 
Self, Mercy and Others and Mercy 

and God, Mr. Schmalz unearths 
the simple and complex ways that 
mercy has touched his life and 
the lives of others. These reflec-
tions encourage readers to explore 
mercy in their lives as well.

Happily married with two 
daughters and a dog named Har-
old, Mr. Schmalz said that heÕ s 
grateful that he was given the op-
portunity to write the book and 
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Holy Cross professor shares how mercy  
matters in new book for this jubilee year  
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WEBSTER Ð  Ò Awesome!Ó
ThatÕ s how Emily Walsh, a sixth-grader 

from St. Louis Parish, described her new 
school, All Saints Academy.

It was Sept. 8. Bishop McManus had just 
cut the ribbon for the new school, after 
celebrating what could be called a double-
birthday Mass in St. Louis Church.

Ò We are celebrating the birth of one of 
the newest schools in the diocese,Ó  the 
bishop said of All Saints Academy. After a 
merging process undertaken in the last few 
years, the school was formed this fall from 
the schools of St. Louis Parish (St. Louis El-
ementary) and Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish 

(St. Anne Elementary).   
The bishop said the new school would 

continue the Catholic education that has 
been so vibrant among the three parishes 
in town. (St. Joseph Basilica Parish also has 
a school Ð  St. Joseph Elementary Ð  that is 
still independent.) 

Bishop McManus noted that that day they 
were also celebrating the birthday of the 
Blessed Mother, whose Ò yesÓ  to GodÕ s will 
brought salvation. Without her positive 
response, we donÕ t know whether there 
would be a Catholic Church or Catholic 
education, the bishop said.

He told students theyÕ ll get a fine aca-
demic education here, but also education 

Matthew Livsey 
and Emilia 
Kreidler hold a 
banner as David 
H. Grenier, head 
of school, reads 
a welcome 
for the official 
opening of All 
Saints Academy 
Sept. 8. Bishop 
McManus, 
flanked by 
Father William 
F. Sanders and 
Father Adam 
Reid, listens. 

SEE ALL SAINTS, 7

All Saints Academy opens to rave reviews from students
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VATICAN CITY (CNS) Ð    Members of the 
popeÕ s commission for child protection, 
including an abuse survivor, have been 
speaking with new bishops and major 
Vatican offices as part of a mandate to 
develop and educate the church about best 
practices.

Pope Francis also approved the estab-
lishment of a day of prayer for survivors 
of abuse, but decided it will be up to each 
nationÕ s bishopsÕ  conference to decide 
when the memorial should be held, ac-
cording a press release Sept. 12 from the 
Pontifical Commission for the Protection 
of Minors.  

Members of the pontifical commission 
have spoken recently with officials at the 
Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated 
Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, as 

well as at the Pontifical 
Ecclesiastical Academy, 
which trains priests for 
service in the VaticanÕ s 
diplomatic corps. 

Pontifical commission 
members, who were in 
Rome in early Septem-
ber, were also set to ad-
dress the Congregation 
for Clergy and to speak 
at seminars for recently 
appointed bishops; the 
training seminars are 
organized by the Con-
gregation for Bishops 
and the Congregation 
for the Evangelization of Peoples.

Marie Collins, a commission member 
and survivor of clerical abuse, was sched-
uled to be one of a number of commission 

members to address the 
Sept. 11-18 session of what 
is commonly referred to as 
Ò new bishops school.Ó

Jesuit Father Hans Zoll-
ner, a psychologist and 
commission member, and 
Archbishop Charles J. Sci-
cluna of Malta, a longtime 
abuse investigator, already 
delivered their talks on 
abuse by clergy and the im-
portance of protecting mi-
nors and vulnerable adults 
during the early September 
seminar for bishops newly 
elected to dioceses in mis-

sion lands.
The commission has completed a 

template meant to help all church enti-
tiesÐ from bishopsÕ  conferences to Catholic 
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CAPE TOWN, South Africa (CNS) 
Ð  When aid worker El-hedji Gombe 
Abba was growing up, very little hap-
pened on the road that runs through 
NigerÕ s Diffa region into the city, but 
nowadays people fleeing Boko Haram 
violence form a seemingly endless 
line along it.

Ò This is a new and terrible way of 
life,Ó  Abba told Catholic News Service 
in a Sept. 8 telephone interview from 
Diffa, the regional capital of a terri-
tory of 600,000 people situated close 
to NigerÕ s border with Nigeria.

Abba, who is in his mid-30s, works 
for a nongovernmental organiza-
tion called Demi-E, which partners 
with Catholic Relief Services, the U.S. 
bishopsÕ  international aid and devel-
opment agency, in helping local and 
displaced people in the region.

Michael Stulman, CRS regional 
information officer for West and Cen-
tral Africa, told CNS in a Sept. 7 tele-
phone interview from Diffa that the 
agency has prioritized helping those 
affected by Boko Haram violence.

More than 20,000 people have been 
killed in attacks by Nigeria-based 
Boko Haram, and some 2.6 million 
people have been forced to flee their 
homes. The conflict that began seven 
years ago in Nigeria has spilled into 
Niger, Chad and Cameroon, all of 

which have joined Nigeria in fighting 
the Muslim militant group. 

Abba said people making their way 
to Diffa set up temporary shelters at 
the side of the road, Ò where it is safer 
than many other places.Ó  

Ò They flee, leaving all their posses-
sions behind. They donÕ t even take 
water with them,Ó  he said, noting that 
Ò many die on the roads because they 
have no water.Ó

Looking down the main road that 
runs through the region, Ò one sees 
thousands and thousands of people 
walking, all seeking safety and shel-
ter,Ó  he said.

Ò I never thought I would see this 
happening,Ó  said Abba, who lived in 
a village about 60 miles from Diffa 
before he moved to the city 11 years 
ago. Ò Everyone here knows people 
who have been killed in this violence, 
and too many have seen people 
killed.Ó  

The U.N. has recorded 46 incidents 
related to Boko Haram in Niger this 
year, including armed attacks, mine 
explosions and suicide bombings. 

Ò Boko Haram wipes out whole vil-
lages; they kill everyone they find,Ó  
Abba said, noting that Ò many other 
militants leave children unharmed, 
but Boko Haram kills everyone; even 
animals are killed.Ó  

Children, among the traumatized 
people who manage to flee, Ò cry 

when they hear loud sounds,Ó  he 
said. Ò They hear almost anything and 
think it is guns.Ó  

Working with CRS, Abba and oth-
ers run projects that include helping 
people access clean water.

Ò We do what we can to help local 
populations receive these displaced, 
vulnerable people,Ó  Abba said, noting 
that much depends on Ò how good the 
rainy season has been.Ó  

Stulman said CRS wants to increase 
its support in the entire region. He 
recently visited Chad, where he said 
the security situation has improved, 
which allowed CRS Ò to reach people 
we havenÕ t been able to get to before.Ó

About 70,000 people in Chad have 
been uprooted through Boko Haram 
violence.

Stulman said that in the region 
near Lake Chad, Ò the generosity of 
the local people, who have so little 
themselves, toward those who arrive 
with nothing was overwhelming.Ó

In Kaya, which saw an influx of 
people fleeing attacks within Chad as 
well as from outside its borders, Ò vil-
lagers have opened their homes and 
hearts, provided food, helped new-
comers to build shelters and given 
them land on which to build these 
structures,Ó  he said.

To help the poorest households in 
the region, CRS and its local partners 
organize food fairs.

Mother Teresa upheld as face of eternal hope 
UNITED NATIONS (CNS) Ð   Archbishop Bernardito 

Auza, the Holy SeeÕ s permanent observer to the United 
Nations, called St. Teresa of Kolkata the human face of 
eternal hope who embodied the founding principles of 
the world body during a program honoring her canon-
ization.

The saint also offers an enduring example of what 
the U.N. can achieve, the archbishop said during a 
Sept. 9 event that marked her canonization five days 
earlier in Rome.

Friends, colleagues and ambassadors from the coun-
tries most closely associated with Mother TeresaÕ s life-
time of ministry recounted the saintÕ s efforts during 
the program, Ò Leaving No One Behind: Mother TeresaÕ s 
Enduring Message for the International Community 
Today.Ó

Benedictine abbots elect American abbot primate

ROME (CNS) Ð  Abbots and priors from 
Benedictine menÕ s communities around 
the world elected U.S. Abbot Gregory Po-
lan of Conception Abbey in Missouri to 
be abbot primate.

The 66-year-old Scripture scholar and 
translator was elected Sept. 10 in Rome 
during the Congress of Abbots. Abbot 
Polan has led Conception Abbey since 
1996.

He has done translations for the New 
American Bible and led the effort to complete a new 
translation of the Psalms, known as the Revised Grail 
Psalter, which the U.S. bishopsÕ  have approved for use 
in the liturgy.

The abbot primate is called to represent the monks 
at international gatherings, promote the unity of the 
abbeys and priories around the world and serve as a 
liaison to the Vatican.

Focus of trip to Sweden is prayer with Lutherans

VATICAN CITY (CNS) Ð  Although he has set aside 
time for a Mass with Catholics in Sweden, Pope Fran-
cisÕ  trip to the Nordic country Oct. 31-Nov. 1 will focus 
heavily on ecumenical relations, especially with the 
Lutheran Church.

From the beginning, the trip was designed around 
Pope FrancisÕ  participation in events marking the be-
ginning of a yearlong commemoration of the 500th an-
niversary of the Protestant Reformation. The pope will 
join Lutheran leaders for an ecumenical prayer service 
in their cathedral in Lund and move with them to an 
ecumenical event at a sports arena in Malmo Oct. 31.

Pope confirms sick teen 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) Ð  In a brief outdoor ceremony, 

Pope Francis administered the sacrament of con-
firmation to 16-year-old 
Giuseppe Chiolo, who had 
come to the Vatican by am-
bulance from Florence.

Chiolo, who is being 
treated in the oncology 
ward of a Florence hospital, 
had written to Pope Fran-
cis with a request to meet 
him.

The teenager was given 
his wish, and the sacra-
ment, Sept. 10 before the 
pope joined about 30,000 
people for a special Year of Mercy general audience in 
St. PeterÕ s Square.

In his audience talk, Pope Francis said that in GodÕ s 
mercy he sent Jesus into the world Ò so that we could 
receive a new life marked by pardon, love and joy.Ó

Pope praises guidelines on helping couples

VATICAN CITY (CNS) Ð  Pope Francis thanked a group 
of bishops in Argentina for providing their priests 
with concrete guidelines for implementing the sec-
tion of his apostolic exhortation on the family about 
circumstances in which divorced and civilly remarried 
couples might eventually be allowed to receive Com-
munion.

The Vatican newspaper, LÕ Osservatore Romano, 
published an article Sept. 12 confirming Pope Fran-
cis wrote to the bishops of the Buenos Aires pastoral 
region thanking them for their document on criteria 
for applying what the pope wrote in Ò Amoris Laetitia.Ó  

Sponsored by:

Witness for Life Committee

Saturday, Oct. 22, 2016
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. | Mass at 4:30 p.m.

Assumption College, Hagan Center
500 Salisbury St., Worcester 

$15 per person includes a boxed lunch

Society at the Crossroads:
End-of-Life Care

The Catholic Free Press

To register or for 
more information go to 
www.witnessforlife.com
or call Joyce at 
508-791-5421

Witness for Life
16 Robertson Road
Worcester, MA 01602

Nicki Verploegen

Keynote speakers

Local speakers

Sr. Constance Veit

• Sandra A. Kucharski 
• Msgr. Peter Beaulieu
• Dr. Mark Rollo 
• Kristine Correira

Commission steps up work to educate about abuse 

Helping those displaced by Boko Haram
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Georgian Orthodox believers attend a religious service 
marking the Annunciation at the Svetitskhoveli Cathedral 
near Tbilisi, Georgia, April 7, 2016. Pope Francis is 
scheduled to visit Georgia and Azerbaijan Sept. 30-Oct. 2.

CNS PHOTO | MICHAEL STULMAN, CRS 

In Kindjani, Niger, people collect water that was delivered to the community by Catholic Relief Services. 
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At the request of a 
clerical abuse survivor 

from Canada, the 
commission developed 

a proposal for a 
universal Day of 

Prayer.

associationsÐ in formulating guidelines in 
preventing and responding appropriately 
to abuse. 

Pope Francis was set to receive the tem-
plate Ò shortly,Ó  according to the commis-
sion press release. 

At the request of a clerical abuse sur-
vivor from Canada, the commission 
developed a proposal for a universal Day 
of Prayer because Ò prayer is one part of 
the healing process for survivors and the 
community of believersÓ  and public gath-
erings for prayer also help raise aware-
ness about the issue, it said.

Pope Francis received the proposal and 
has asked Ò that national bishopsÕ  confer-
ences choose an appropriate day on which 
to pray for the survivors and victims of 
sexual abuse as part of a Universal Day of 
Prayer initiative,Ó  it said.

Abbot Polan

CNS PHOTO/L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO

Pope Francis confirms  
Giuseppe Chiolo, 16.  



USCCB urges HHS compromise on contraceptive
WASHINGTON (CNS) Ð  A Sept. 9 letter from USCCB 

officials to the Department of Health and Human 
Services stressed that a compromise could effectively 
be reached in the Affordable Care ActÕ s contraceptive 
requirement.

The letter, in response to the governmentÕ s request 
for comments on a proposal mandating contraceptive 
coverage, echoed the Supreme CourtÕ s May 16 decision 
in Zubik v. Burwell Ð  the combined lawsuit of the Little 
Sisters of the Poor, Priests for Life, and several other 
religious groups, that said providing contraception 
coverage to employees through their insurance plans 
violated their religious beliefs.

The court sent the cases back to the lower courts 
saying religious employers and the government 
should be Ò afforded an opportunity to arrive at an ap-
proach going forward that accommodates petitionersÕ  
religious exercise while at the same time ensuring 
that women covered by petitionersÕ  health plans re-
ceive full and equal health coverage, including contra-
ceptive coverage.Ó

Lori: Religious liberty not code for discrimination
WASHINGTON (CNS) Ð  Archbishop William E. Lori of 

Baltimore sharply criticized comments made by Mar-
tin Castro, chairman of the U.S. Commission on Civil 

Rights, that the phrases Ò religious lib-
ertyÓ  and Ò religious freedomÓ  were Ò code 
wordsÓ  used to discriminate.

Ò Statements painting those who sup-
port religious freedom with the broad 
brush of bigotry are reckless and reveal 
a profound disregard for the religious 
foundations of his own work,Ó  said Arch-
bishop Lori of Castro in a Sept. 13 state-
ment.

Archbishop Lori, chairman of the U.S. 
bishopsÕ  Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty, 
said the notion that people of faith are Ò comparable 
to fringe segregationists from the civil rights eraÓ  is a 
Ò shocking suggestion.Ó

Castro made the statements as part of the U.S. Com-
mission on Civil RightsÕ  306-page report, Ò Peaceful 
Coexistence: Reconciling Nondiscrimination Principles 
With Civil Liberties.Ó  

Report: legalizing marijuana would be windfall

SAN FRANCISCO (CNS) Ð  If voters legalize marijuana 
in California Nov. 8, the cannabis industry can expect 
sales to increase to $6.5 billion by 2020, a new canna-
bis industry marketing report predicts.

Cannabis investors can expect 18.5 percent sales 
growth a year in California if Proposition 64 passes, 
according to Ò The State of Legal Marijuana Markets,Ó  
published by New Frontier Data and ArcView Group. 
The 2016 report says: Ò Legalization of cannabis is one 
of greatest business opportunities of our time and itÕ s 
still early enough to see huge growth.Ó

In 2015, medical marijuana sales in California were 
$2.7 billion, the study noted.

The California Catholic Conference, the public policy 
arm of the stateÕ s bishops, has officially taken Ò no po-
sitionÓ  on the ballot initiative to legalize recreational 
marijuana. However, the conference notes the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church teaches the use of drugs 
except on strictly therapeutic grounds is a Ò grave of-
fense,Ó  and the Vatican Pontifical Council for Health 
Care Ministry in 2001 stated that the use of cannabis 
is Ò incompatible with Christian morality.Ó
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Patronal feast
Bishop McManus celebrated the annual Patronal Feast Mass for Hispanic communities from parishes around the Diocese 
Saturday at St. Paul Cathedral. Some of their priests concelebrated, and permanent deacons assisted at the Mass. In left 
photo, people from St. John Paul II Parish in Southbridge prepare to bring up the gifts, assisted by the pastoral assistant, 
Sister Rosa Maria Campos, of the Sisters Oblates of Divine Love. Gift-bearers are Brianna Bahena, 7, and her parents, 
Ramiro and Luz Bahena; Angie Bonilla and her husband, José Contreras, and Milton Soto and his wife, Ada Lozada. In right 
photo are Milton Soto and his wife, Ada Lozada, with a gift of fruits and vegetables.
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September 25 & 26th
Support the Annual Appeal for Catholic Schools 

in Worcester Diocesan parishes this weekend. 
Your donation helps us make a difference in students’ lives. 

Learn more at www.worcesterdiocese.org 

September 24th & 25th
Support the Annual Appeal for Catholic Schools  

in Worcester Diocesan parishes this weekend.  
Your donation helps us make a difference in students’ lives. 

Donate at www.worcesterdiocese.org/schools 

Opening Fall 2016
N o w  t a k i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s

OASIS AT DODGE PARK
102 Randolph Road 

Worcester, Massachusetts 01606
508.853.8180

www.oasisatdodgepark.com

SAINT JOHN’S CHURCH
44  Temple Street, Worcester, MA

508-756-7165

ANNUAL NOVENA IN HONOR OF

Saint Therese of Lisieux
The Little Flower of the Child Jesus

September 23rd – October 1st

At

Novena Mass Schedule
Monday – Friday 6:15pm 

Saturday 4:15pm & 7:15pm
Sunday 8am, 10:15am, 12:15pm, 7:15pm

Welcome Home!

Scripture, Homily, Novena 
Prayers, Benediction 

of the Blessed Sacrament

Mondays, 7:15 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m.  

Msgr. F. Stephen   
Pedone

5th Annual Novena to St. Joseph
FOSTER FATHER OF JESUS 

PATRON OF A HAPPY DEATH
FOSTER FATHER OF JESUS 

PATRON OF A HAPPY DEATH

CHRIST THE KING PARISH
1052 Pleasant St., Worcester

To pray for the Seriously & Terminally Ill • To stop Doctor-Prescribed Suicide

HOMILIST
Sept. 19

Send names of the sick to: Novena, 1052 Pleasant Street, Worcester, 01602 

Or call: 508-754-5361 / email: tsullivan5@mac.com

The oldest hardware
store in the country
serving Worcester

County home owners
and tradesmen for

over 234 years.

Come to us for
hard to find items.

Tel. 508-752-1919
156 Main St., Worcester 

(Free Parking Rear of Store)
www.elwoodadamshardware.com

ELWOOD ADAMS
HARDWARE

over 234 years.

Come to us for

The oldest hardware
HARDWARE

and tradesmen for

The Catholic Free Press 
invites you to join 

our growing online 
community.

facebook.com/CatholicFreePressnews

Christ the King ceiling to undergo repair; activities move to hall
WORCESTER Ð  Christ the King parish-

ioners have been Ò terrificÓ  about having 
to worship in the church hall, the pas-
tor, Msgr. Thomas J. Sullivan, said this 
week, after part of the church ceiling 
fell last week.

Since the church at 1052 Pleasant St. 
and the room adjoining it cannot be 
used right now, about 280 chairs have 
been set up in the hall in the basement, 
where all Masses except funerals are be-
ing held, the pastor said. He said parish-
ioners have commented, Ò WeÕ re so close 
together now; itÕ s so nice.Ó

Funerals will be held at Blessed Sacra-
ment Church, 555 Pleasant St., or other 
nearby churches, he said. He said St. 
George Parish has offered its space.

Times for Masses, confessions and the 
nine-week Novena to St. Joseph, also be-
ing held in the hall, have not changed, 
he said. Worshippers can enter through 
the lower-level door between the church and rectory.

First Communion classes resume Sunday, other reli-

gious education classes have been post-
poned and the Alpha course and CYC show 
were cancelled, Msgr. Sullivan said. The 
three Scout groups are meeting in other 
locations. Small parish groups will use the 
conference room in the church basement. 
The two AA groups will continue to meet in 
the rectory.

The ceiling problem started six years ago, 
some of the ceiling fell three years ago, and 
now it is time to replace the whole ceiling, 
Msgr. Sullivan said. He said he did not know 
if other work will also be done, and what it 
will cost. 

Ò ItÕ s called a popcorn ceiling,Ó  a stucco-
like material that is sprayed on, he said. 
When it falls, it scatters. 

Cole Construction is tearing down the 
ceiling and decisions have not been made 
about who will do future work, he said. 

Msgr. Sullivan said they are exploring the 
attic to investigate the cause of the damage 

and to consider what kind of replacement materials they 
should use.

TANYA CONNOR | CFP

Msgr. Thomas Sullivan  stands 
near the damaged ceiling.

New report shows U.S. Catholics have 
negative, limited views of Islam

Dialogue: American Catho-
lic Opinion and Portrayals 
of Islam,Ó  Sept. 12 at the 
university.

The report, based on 
a survey of 1,027 people 
polled between April 9-15, 
2015, is available at http://
bridge.georgetown.edu. 
Some of its findings show:

Ð  Nearly half of Catholics 
canÕ t name any similarities 
between Catholicism and 
Islam.

Ð  When asked about over-
all impression of Muslims, 
three in 10 Catholics ad-
mit to having unfavorable 
views.

Ð  Catholics are less likely 
than the general American 
public to know a Muslim 
personally.

Ð  Those surveyed who 
read Catholic publications 
had more unfavorable 
views of Muslims than 
those who didnÕ t. But the 
study also was quick to 
point out that the Ò vast ma-
jority of Catholics do not 
frequently consume Catho-

BY CAROL ZIMMERMANN
 CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON (CNS) Ð  In 
grappling with the issue 
of Islamophobia, a George-
town University research 
group conducted an ex-
amination of conscience of 
sorts by looking at Catholic 
perceptions of Islam and 
how these views may have 
been influenced by Catho-
lic news outlets and publi-
cations.

The results are mixed, 
showing how Catholics 
often have negative or 
limited views about Islam, 
but also giving catechists, 
church leaders and Catho-
lic journalists a starting 
point for the work ahead, 
according to the studyÕ s 
author, Jordan Denari 
Duffner.

Duffner, a research fel-
low at Georgetown Uni-
versityÕ s Bridge Initiative, 
which studies Islamopho-
bia, presented results of 
the report, Ò Danger and 

lic media,Ó  according to a 
2012 study from the Center 
for Applied Research in the 
Apostolate, which also is 
based at Georgetown.

In its introduction, the 
report said the study ap-
pears at a crucial time 
since there has been an 
increase in anti-Muslim 
political rhetoric, acts of 
violence and discrimina-
tion in this country.

Cardinal Theodore E. 
McCarrick, WashingtonÕ s 

retired archbishop, who 
spoke at the reportÕ s un-
veiling, said he was not 
surprised by the findings 
and said part of the misun-
derstanding of Islam stems 
from fear. The cardinal, 
who has taken part in sev-
eral interreligious dialogue 
efforts, said it is important 
for Catholics to read and 
study Islam not only to be 
able to talk about it but to 
make efforts toward peace 
and understanding.

Lori

Rights, that the phrases Ò religious lib
ertyÓ  and Ò religious freedomÓ  were Ò code 
wordsÓ  used to discriminate.

port religious freedom with the broad 
brush of bigotry are reckless and reveal 
a profound disregard for the religious 
foundations of his own work,Ó  said Arch
bishop Lori of Castro in a Sept. 13 state



Dear Brothers 
and Sisters, 
Good morning!

The Gospel pas-
sage we have 
heard presents 
us with a figure 

who stands out be-
cause of her faith and 
courage. This is the 
woman whom Jesus 
healed of a hemor-
rhage (cf. Mt 9:20-22). 
Passing through the 
crowd, she approaches 
Jesus from behind in 
order to touch the hem 
of his garment. Ò For 
she said to herself: Ô If 
I only touch his gar-
ment, I shall be made 
wellÕ Ó  (v. 21). What 
great faith! What great 
faith this woman had! 
She reasons in such a 
way because she is en-
livened by a great deal 
of faith and a great 
deal of hope and, with 
a bit of cleverness, she 
attains what is in her 
heart. The desire to 
be saved by Jesus is 
so great that it moves 
her to go beyond 
the rules laid down 
by the law of Moses. 
Indeed, this poor 
woman for many 
years is not simply 
ill, but is considered 
impure because she 
suffers from a hem-
orrhage (cf. Lev 15:19-
30). For this reason she is excluded 
from the liturgy, from married life, 
and from normal relationships 
with others. The evangelist Mark 
adds that she has consulted many 
doctors, exhausted her financial 
means in paying them and endured 
painful treatments, but she only 
worsened. She was a woman re-
jected by society. It is important to 
consider this condition Ñ  of being 
rejected Ñ  in order to understand 
the state of her soul: she feels that 
Jesus can free her from disease and 
from the state of marginalization 
and indignity in which, for years, 
she has had to live. In one word: 
she knows, she feels that Jesus can 
save her.
 This example causes one to 
reflect on how the woman is often 
perceived and represented. We, 
even Christian communities, are 
all alert to views of femininity 
invalidated by prejudice and harm-
ful suspicions about her intangible 
dignity. The Gospels themselves 
restore the truth and bring a lib-
erating perspective in this regard. 
Jesus admired the faith of this 
woman whom everyone shunned, 
and he transformed her hope into 
salvation. We do not know her 
name, but the few lines in the Gos-
pels describing her encounter with 
Jesus outline a journey of faith that 
is capable of restoring the truth 
and greatness of the dignity of ev-
ery person. In the encounter with 
Christ, the path of liberation and 
salvation is opened for all men and 

women in every place and of every 
time.
 The Gospel of Matthew says that 
when the woman touched JesusÕ  
cloak, he Ò turnedÓ  and, Ò seeing 
herÓ  (v. 22), he spoke to her. As we 
said, because of her state of exclu-
sion, the woman acted secretly, 
behind JesusÕ  back Ñ  she was a 
bit fearful Ñ  so as not to be seen, 
because she was an outcast. Jesus, 
however, sees her and his gaze is 
not one of reproach, he does not 
say: Ò Go away, you are an outcast!Ó  
as if to say: Ò You are a leper, go 
away!Ó  No, he does not reproach 
her, but JesusÕ  gaze is one of mercy 
and tenderness. He knows what has 
happened and he seeks a personal 
encounter with her, which is es-
sentially what the woman desired. 
This means that Jesus not only wel-
comes, but considers her worthy of 
this encounter, to the point of giv-
ing her his word and his attention.
 In the central part of the story 
the word salvation is repeated three 
times. Ò If I but touch his cloak, I 
shall be saved. Jesus turned, saw 
her and said, Ô Have courage, daugh-
ter, your faith has saved youÕ . And 
from that moment on the woman 
was savedÓ  (cf. 21-22). This Ò cour-
age, daughterÓ  expresses all of 
GodÕ s mercy for that person. And 
for every rejected person. How 
often do we feel inwardly rejected 
because of our sins, we have com-
mitted many, we have committed 
many .... And the Lord tells us: 
Ò Have Courage! Come! To me you 
are not an outcast. Have courage, 

daughter. You are a son, a 
daughter.Ó  And this is the 
moment of grace, it is the 
moment of forgiveness, it 
is the moment of inclusion 
in the life of Jesus, in the 
life of the Church. It is the 
moment of mercy. Today, 
all of us, sinners, perhaps 
great sinners or small 
sinners, but we are all sin-
ners, the Lord says to all of 
us: Ò Have courage, come! 
You are no longer rejected, 
you are no longer rejected: 
I forgive you, I embrace 
you.Ó  GodÕ s mercy is like 
this.
 We must have courage and 
go to Him, to ask forgive-
ness for our sins and move 
forward, with courage, 
as this woman did. Then, 
Ò salvationÓ  assumes mul-
tiple connotations: firstly it 
restores health to the wom-
an; then it frees her from 
social and religious dis-
crimination; moreover, it 
implements the hope that 
she carried in her heart, 
eliminating her fears and 
her despair; finally, it al-

lows her to return to the communi-
ty, freeing her from the necessity of 
acting secretly. And this last point 
is important: a person who is re-
jected always acts in secret, either 
sometimes or all through life: our 
thoughts turn to the lepers of that 
time, to the homeless of today...; we 
think of sinners, of ourselves, sin-
ners: we always do something se-
cretly, we need to do something in 
secret, because we are ashamed of 
what we are.... And he frees us from 
this, Jesus frees us and enables us 
to get up: Ò Get up, come, arise!Ó . The 
way God created us: God created us 
standing, not humiliated. Standing. 
What Jesus gives is total salvation, 
which reintegrates the womanÕ s life 
in the sphere of GodÕ s love and, at 
the same time, restores her to her 
full dignity.
 In short, it is not the cloak that 
the woman touched which gave her 
salvation, but the word of Jesus, 
received in faith, able to comfort 
her, heal her and restore her in a 
relationship with God and with his 
people. Jesus is the only source of 
blessing from which salvation for 
all men flows, and faith is the fun-
damental disposition for receiving 
it. Jesus, once again, with his ac-
tion that is full of mercy, indicates 
to the Church the path she must 
take in order to meet each person, 
so that everyone can be healed in 
body and spirit and recover the 
dignity of children of God. Thank 
you.

Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan of New York, chairman of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic BishopsÕ  Committee 
on Pro-Life Activities, warns us to be alert to and not 
to be fooled by groups naming themselves Catholic 

when they do not follow the teachings of the Church. 
 This week an abortion advocacy group called Ò Catho-
lics for ChoiceÓ  began a campaign named Ò Abortion in 
Good Faith.Ó  It features so-called Catholics whose mes-
sage is: Public funding for abortion is a Catholic social 
justice value. 

Really? Since when? The Ò logicÓ  to reach this conclu-
sion is, to be sure, fatally flawed.
 Cardinal Dolan said, Ò The use of the name Ô CatholicÕ  as 
a platform to promote the taking of innocent human life 
is offensive not only to Catholics, but to all who expect 
honesty and forthrightness in public discourse.Ó
 Catholics for Choice is not affiliated with the Catholic 
Church.
 Ò The organization rejects and distorts Catholic social 
teaching Ð  and actually attacks its foundation.... (Its) ex-
treme ads promote abortion as if it were a social good. 
But abortion kills the most defenseless among us, harms 
women, and tears at the heart of families,Ó  he continued.
 True social justice can be found, he said, in pregnancy 
help centers that come to the aid of mothers and their un-
born children. That is a cause Catholics can support.
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L ike Shelby FooteÕ s three-volume masterpiece, The Civ-
il War: A Narrative, Francis ParkmanÕ s seven-volume 
colossus, France and England in North America, is 
worth reading and re-reading for its literary elegance 

as well as its historical insight. Parkman, like Foote, wrote 
history from a point of view: in ParkmanÕ s case, the Whig-
gish conviction that, when Wolfe defeated Montcalm on 
the Plains of Abraham in 1759, North America was won 
for liberty against popish authoritarianism. Yet, again like 
Foote, the elegiac southerner who recognized LincolnÕ s 
greatness, Parkman was bigger than his point-of-view and 
could thus celebrate the heroism of the 17th-century Je-
suits martyred in the raw wilderness of the New World.

Re-reading the last volume of ParkmanÕ s massive work, 
I was struck, however, not by the BostonianÕ s occasional 
historiographic dyspepsia, but by his keen insight into 
the future. Here, in the late-19th century, was a man who 
had spent decades chronicling the pre-history of the Unit-
ed States. Yet at the very end of it all, he turned his mind 
to the challenges ahead of his country, and did so in ways 
worth pondering today. The prose is a bit old-fashioned, 
but the message is spot-on contemporary in this election 
season:

Ò The disunited colonies became the United States. The 
string of discordant communities along the Atlantic coast 
has grown into a mighty people, joined in a union which 
the earthquake of civil war only served to compact and 
consolidateÉ  [Americans] have become a nation that may 
defy every foe but that most dangerous of foes, herself, 
destined to a majestic future if she will shun the excess 
and perversion of the principles that made her great, 

prate less about the enemies of 
the past and strive more against 
the enemies of the future, resist 
the mob and the demagogue 
as she resisted Parliament and 
King, rally her powers from the 
race for gold and the delirium 
of prosperity to make firm the 
foundations on which that pros-
perity rests, and turn some fair 
proportion of her vast mental 
forces to other objects than 
material progress and the game 
of party politics. She has tamed 
the savage continent, peopled 
the solitude, gathered wealth 
untold, waxed potent, imposing, 
redoubtable; and now it remains 
for her to prove, if she can, that 
the rule of the masses is consis-
tent with the highest growth of 
the individual; that democracy 
can give the world a civilization 
as mature and pregnant, ideas 
as energetic and vitalizing, and 

types of manhood as lofty and strong, as any of the sys-
tems which it boasts to supplant.Ó
 For some years now, courageous Catholic bishops in 
these United States have been issuing a similar chal-
lenge: to avoid a Ò perversion of the principlesÓ  on which 
American democracy rests Ð  a deterioration that reduces 

freedom to willfulness; to Ò resist the mob and the dema-
gogue,Ó  when the people fall for the blandishments of the 
sound bite and embrace candidates unworthy of public 
office; to see in the American democratic experiment 
Ò something more than the race for gold;Ó  and to live the 
truths of Catholic social doctrine in order to Ò make firm 
the foundations on whichÉ prosperity rests.Ó  
 In doing all this, these bishops have followed the lead 
of the Second Vatican Council by calling their people to 
live freedom nobly, not as self-indulgence but as a method 
of responsibility. Theirs has been a genuinely public ser-
vice, for in challenging U.S. Catholics to give our country 
a new birth of freedom rightly understood, these bishops 
have called the entire country to reclaim the Ò principles 
that made her great,Ó  including those principles that the 
social doctrine calls Ò the dignity of the human person,Ó  
Ò the common good,Ó  Ò subsidiarityÓ  and Ò solidarity.Ó
 For their pains, these bishops are now derided in some 
quarters as Ò culture-warriors.Ó  ItÕ s a title that St. Augus-
tine, St. Charles Borromeo, and St. John Paul II (in his days 
as archbishop of Krakow) would have regarded as an apt 
description of their responsibilities when faced with cul-
tural aggressions of various sorts. But the real term for 
the American bishops who have issued a challenge simi-
lar to Francis ParkmanÕ s is another that could be applied 
to Augustine, Borromeo, and Wojtyla: Ò confessorÓ  Ð  a syn-
onym for defenders of the faith. 
 For the faith includes the truth about the human per-
son and human communities, which nations ignore at 
their peril.   

They’re confessors, not ‘culture-warriors’

THE CATHOLIC 
DIFFERENCE

George 
Weigel
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His Excellency, the Most Reverend Bishop Robert J. 
McManus, announced the following,

EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 19, 2016

DEACON JAMES M. DENNING, from ministry, Sacred  
 Heart-St. Catherine of Sweden Parish, Worcester, to  
 ministry, St. Ann Parish, North Oxford.

 LETTER TO THE EDITORI

Christianity is an incarnational faith, as we learn, for 
example, from the first chapter of JohnÕ s Gospel, the 
Nicene creed, the Mass, and the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church. For our salvation and reconcilia-

tion, the Word became flesh for us. Furthermore, the in-
carnate Word of God is our model of holiness.
 Scripture, Tradition and Church teaching also instruct 
us that one of the preeminent ways that we learn about 
what it means to be holy is from the authentic witness of 
the saints in the ways that they followed Jesus, practiced 
the Christian virtues, and relied on GodÕ s grace.
 This lesson holds true for Christian peacemakers. We 
turn to the saints for incarnated examples of disciples 
who followed the Prince of Peace, and who have been 
held up by the Church for us to learn from, and to ask for 
intercession. With due respect to the comments offered 
by Rev. Kazarnowicz in a letter to the editor (9/2/16), our 
best and most authentic examples of those who have 
lived out the beatitude of peacemaking are Christ Jesus 
and his saints, not centurions.
 In an Angelus message (2/18/07), Benedict XVI wrote 
that Ò love of oneÕ s enemies is the nucleus of the Christian 
revolution.Ó  Such Christ-like love is by no means a matter 
of Ò complianceÓ  or of Ò not trying to make things worse.Ó  
Benedict described the love of enemies as a response to 
evil and violence, which certainly include threats to life. 
Pope Benedict (2/15/12) further commended to our at-
tention the examples of Jesus, and of St. Stephen the pro-
tomartyr, who both died forgiving their killers. The 2001 
Lenten message of St. John Paul II placed love of enemies 
directly in the realm of violence, among individuals as 
well as among nations. Pope Francis preached (6/18/13) 
that love of enemies Ð  those who persecute others, cause 
suffering, bomb and kill Ð  is expected of all Christians, 
and is part of the mystery of salvation.
 Let us pray that, especially through our participation 
in the sacraments, we may receive the necessary grace to 
love our enemies Ð  even those who threaten us, those we 
love, and the lives of others Ð  and to act as peacemakers 
in imitation of Jesus and his saints.
 
MARC TUMEINSKI
WORCESTER

Love our enemies

Mercy gives dignity
 POPE FRANCISI

daughter. You are a son, a 
daughter.Ó  And this is the 
moment of grace, it is the 
moment of forgiveness, it 
is the moment of inclusion 
in the life of Jesus, in the 
life of the Church. It is the 
moment of mercy. Today, 
all of us, sinners, perhaps 
great sinners or small 
sinners, but we are all sin
ners, the Lord says to all of 
us: Ò Have courage, come! 
You are no longer rejected, 
you are no longer rejected: 
I forgive you, I embrace 
you.Ó  GodÕ s mercy is like 
this.
W
go to Him, to ask forgive
ness for our sins and move 
forward, with courage, 
as this woman did. Then, 
Ò salvationÓ  assumes mul
tiple connotations: firstly it 
restores health to the wom
an; then it frees her from 
social and religious dis
crimination; moreover, it 
implements the hope that 
she carried in her heart, 
eliminating her fears and 

‘In the encounter with Christ, the 
path of liberation and 
salvation is opened for all men and 
women in every place and of every time.
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BY FATHER KENNETH BAKER, S. J.

Having considered the goods of property, it now 
remains to see what God says about the goods 
of the mind and social communication between 
men and women. This whole matter is covered 

succinctly by the Eighth Commandment which de-
clares: Ò You shall not bear false witness against your 
neighborÓ  (Ex 20:16; Dt 5:20).

In its most obvious meaning the commandment 
forbids any type of lying, no matter what the circum-
stances and no matter what the cost to the person or 
persons involved. In the Old Testament lying is con-
sidered an abomination. Listen to what the book of 
Proverbs has to say: Ò Lips that tell the truth abide firm 
forever, the tongue that lies lasts only for a moment. 
Lips that lie are abhorrent to Yahweh; dear to him 
those who speak the truthÓ  (12:19, 22). A similar con-
demnation of lying is expressed in the book of Sirach: 
Ò Lying is an ugly blot on a man, and ever on the lips of 
the ignorant. A thief is preferable to an inveterate liar, 
but both are heading for ruin. Lying is an abominable 
habit, so that disgrace is the liarÕ s foreverÓ  (20:24-28).
 The New Testament, of course, repeats the Eighth 
Commandment, as enunciated in the Old Law, but now 
the motivation has been changed. The Christian should 
avoid all unrighteousness and all falsehood because he 
is a new creature in Christ Jesus. St. Paul summarizes 
this notion clearly in Ephesians (4:24-25): Ò Therefore, 
putting away falsehood, let everyone speak the truth 
with his neighbor.Ó  The strongest words in the New 
Testament about telling the truth are found in the let-
ter of St. James, the Apostle, who says, Ò The only man 
who could reach perfection would be someone who 
would never say anything wrong Ñ  he would be able to 
control every part of himselfÓ  (James 3:12). In the same 
chapter St. James points out that control of the tongue 
is an outward sign that the Christian has achieved 
complete mastery over his mind and his heart.

Since the time of the early Fathers of the Church, 
lying has been minutely analyzed by countless theolo-
gians and saints. The basic component of a lie is that 
someone deliberately says or communicates something 
that is contrary to what he or she thinks. Thus, if 
someone asks me, Ò Did you go to Mass yesterday,Ó  and I 
reply, Ò Yes, I did,Ó  when in fact I did not, that is a lie. For 
it is a communication of something which is contrary 
to what I know to be a fact or to be true.
 A lie is contrary to the truth. But what is truth? 
Truth is fundamentally a relationship of conformity 
between what is in the mind and reality that exists 
outside the mind. If the relationship is viewed from 
the thing to the intellect so that the intellect is formed 
according to reality, then it is called logical truth. In 
a moral sense, truth exists where there is conformity 
between what one thinks and what one says to others 
with the intention of communicating something. Truth 
in the moral sense is subject to the control of the hu-
man will. Since that conformity can be distorted in a 
number of different ways, the will needs to be trained 
and habituated to expressing only what it knows to be 
true. Such a habit is known as the virtue of truthful-
ness.
 The virtue of truthfulness is supremely important 
for the happiness of the individual and the good of 
human society, for it keeps the human mind in touch 
with external reality and it avoids all deceit, and all the 
evils which follow upon deceit, in human relationships. 
By being truthful a person is and becomes good in the 
moral order, because he finds his own fulfillment in 
being faithful to the reality that is outside of himself 
or transcends him.
 It is a truism of philosophy that lying beaks down 
human relationships and is destructive of human so-
ciety. When a husband and wife regularly lie to each 
other, there can be no communion of life between 
them. When a government lies to its people, the people 
learn to distrust everything that government does. 
Communism and the Communist party are founded 
on lies and deceit; that is not a slanderous statement 
since they openly declare that promises, treaties and 
contracts are only intermediate means to attain the ul-
timate end Ñ  the domination of the Communist party. 
Since lies are humanly destructive, therefore, in the 
long run communism will destroy itself. Truthfulness, 
on the other hand, leads to human fulfillment, justice 
and peace. St. Thomas Aquinas said that the truth is 
something that we owe to others Ñ  like a debt to be 
paid. Thus he wrote (Summa Theologica, IIÑ II, q. 109, 
art. 3, ad I):
 Since man is a social animal, one man naturally 
owes another whatever is necessary for the preserva-
tion of human society. Now it would be impossible for 
men to live together, unless they believed one another, 
as declaring the truth to one another. Hence the virtue 
of truth does in some sense regard the truth as some-
thing owed.

Next Week: LYING AND MENTAL RESERVATIONS: “Even though we may 
never tell a lie, there are times when we are bound in conscience to conceal 
the truth.” 
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Our debt of truth
THE COMMANDMENTS

Reflections on Luke 16: 1-13

Ò I      tell you make friends for yourselves with dis-
honest wealth, so that when it fails, you will be 
welcomed into eternal dwellings.Ó  
     Each morning in Thailand, groups of Bud-

dhist monks clad 
in their orange 
robes depart 
from their mon-
astery carrying 
their empty rice 
bowls in hand. 
They work their 
way through the 
streets of the city 
begging for food. 
As these holy 
mendicants hold 
out their empty 
bowls to the faithful, people are eager to offer portions 
of their food to them as a sort of religious duty. This 
practice is referred to as Ò meritÓ  or Ò doing merit.Ó  The 
belief is that by sharing their resources  with these 
monks, they will receive a blessing or Ò meritÓ  in this 
life or the life to come according to their Ò cycles of 
rebirth.Ó  
 This religious custom should speak volumes to us, 
especially if we have lost, as Roman Catholics, our tra-
ditional sense of Ò spiritual meritÓ  in doing good deeds. 
Traditionally, we give and share our resources not 
only because it is the Christian thing to do, but also 
because there is Ò meritÓ  in our sacrificial giving in the 
name of Christ. How often do we hear, for example, in 
the prayers of our liturgy the words Ò merit unto eter-
nal lifeÓ ? The Scriptures make it clear that our good 
deeds count for/towards us, that they matter unto eter-
nal life.  When we boast about our generosity toward 
the less fortunate, we say we Ò lose our merit.Ó  Gaining 
merit in this life is the natural things for us to do. Bot-
tom line: thereÕ s spiritual merit in giving.    
    Our good deeds matter in regard to eternal life. I say 
it again: it is my belief that many a Catholic Christian 
has lost a sense of merit in terms of their sacrificial 
giving and sharing of their resources. We give not only 
for the personal satisfaction that we receive in this life-
time, but also because it is the expected thing to do as 
disciples. 
 We were created to be Ò stewardsÓ  of GodÕ s blessings 
to us. WeÕ re called to be Ò care-takersÓ  of the gifts that 
God has given us. We take care of them also by freely 

sharing them with others. 
Our blessings are not meant 
to be enjoyed by us alone. 
That brings us to the point 
that Jesus is making in the 
parable: Ò Make friends for 
yourselves with (dishonest) 
wealth, so that when it fails, 
you will be welcomed into 
eternal dwellings.Ó  Further 
on in this Gospel passage, 
Jesus warns us: Ò You cannot 
serve both God and mam-
mon.Ó  
     St. Teresa of Kolkata once 
said: Ò We have been created 
with a purpose: to love and 
be loved.Ó  Point of fact: We 
have been placed on this 
earth for loveÕ s sake. Love 
of God and love of neighbor 
must be our top priorities. 
As Christians, we bring a 
unique Ò touchÓ  or dimension 
to giving and stewardship. 
It is presumed that we en-

hance our giving with ChristÕ s love. This implies also 
that when we perform such deeds of charity, we are 
motivated by the love of Christ. Well did St. Paul write: 
Ò The love of Christ urges us on.Ó  At least it should be 
that way! 
     Our Gospel reading is a challenge to good, respon-
sible stewardship. Stewardship begins with an aware-
ness that GodÕ s love for us is immense and beyond 
imagining. We have been remarkably blessed, but for 
a purpose: to care and share. As I began to write this 
reflection, a song was playing in the background, the 
words of which went like this: Ò I have never been loved 
this way before.Ó  IÕ m sure youÕ ve heard that song at 
some point. Immediately, I looked around and took 
in the myriad of blessings that surrounded my life. I 
reflected further on how God has been so good to me 
in my life. GodÕ s love is incomparable. Human love is a 
mere reflection of this divine love. This is the love that 
should motivate us to Ò make friendsÓ  through sharing 
our gifts and blessings. In doing so we are storing up 
treasure in heaven and fulfilling our God-given pur-
pose. 
 LetÕ s not lose this merit we receive by doing good 
for others. Share whatÕ s in your Ò rice bowlÕ  Ð  itÕ ll come 
back to you a hundred-fold.  

REFLECTING
ON THE GOSPEL

Father 
Conrad S.
Pecevich

Reclaiming a sense of merit

BY KRISTINE CORREIRA

In 1969, Jerome Lejeune became 
the 5th recipient of the William Al-
lan Award of the American Society 
of Human Genetics, the highest 

honor a scientist can receive in the 
field of genetics.  He earned this 
honor for discovering Trisomy 21, 
the cause of Down Syndrome.  
 His discovery, rather than leading 
to a greater insight and acceptance 
of Down Syndrome, instead led to 
prenatal detection and subsequent 
abortion of those with Trisomy 21. 
This consequence greatly troubled 
Dr. Lejeune, a devout Catholic. He had 
already become very active in pro-
life causes by 1969.  Like any martyr 
urged to denounce Christ in order to 
spare his or her life, Lejeune was ad-
vised to just stick to scientific infor-
mation in the speech he gave to the 
ASHG; instead, he carefully decided to use it to reflect 
his deeply-held beliefs.
 After his speech he wrote to his wife, Ò Today, I lost 
my Nobel Prize in Medicine.Ó
 The medical and scientific communities severely 
punished Dr. Lejeune for his beliefs. He and his family 
endured hatred from the public for his views, some 
even calling for his death. As grants were denied and 
colleagues shunned him, he no longer could work in 
genetics.  That was in the 1970s.
 Today, abortion as a result of prenatal screening is 
commonplace and abortion itself Ð  for any reason and 
at any stage of development Ð  has claimed the lives 
of millions.  Just as we are turning the tide in public 
opinion regarding the moral acceptability abortion, 
now at only 43 percent, we are seeing the rise in the ac-
ceptance of doctor-assisted suicide, now at 53 percent 
according to a May 2016 Gallup poll.
 The same medical establishment that martyred Dr. 
Lejeune professionally, one which has steadily grown 

in its acceptance not only of abortion 
but also of expensive technology 
to manipulate embryos, now wants 
to minimize our end-of-life care 
through physician-assisted suicide, 
medical orders for life-sustaining 
treatments (MOLST), and advance di-
rectives. Society is aging, they claim, 
and it is too expensive to continue 
giving Ò futileÓ  care.
 Had the medical estab-
lishment heeded Dr. Lejeune, we 
would not have aborted millions of 
lives; the percentage of the popula-
tion considered elderly would be 
much lower and we would have many 
more people paying into Medicare 
than depending on it. Now that we 
have killed so many grandchildren 
we seek to hasten the deaths of 
grandparents.
 Dr. Lejeune concluded his 
lecture with the following:

 Ò For millennia, medicine has striven to fight for 
life and health and against disease and death. Any 
reversal of the order of these terms of reference would 
entirely change medicine itself. It happens that nature 
does condemn. Our duty has always been not to inflict 
the sentence but to try to commute the pain. In any 
foreseeable genetical trial I do not know enough to 
judge, but I feel enough to advocate.Ó
 Replace Ò genetic trialÓ  with Ò decline in healthÓ  and 
those words call out still more loudly today.
 
 Ð  Kristine Correira, MHP, PA-C has 23 years of ex-
perience as a PA-C in Emergency Medicine. 
 She is a member of the Witness for Life Committee 
which is hosting its third forum on end-of-life issues 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Oct. 22, at Assumption Col-
lege. 
 To register for Ò Society at the Crossroads: End-of-
Life CareÓ  go to www.witnessforlife.com or contact 
Joyce at 508-791-5421. 

Dr. Lejeune,  abortion and end-of-life care
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A LETTER FROM FATHER JOSEPH NALLY
PASTOR ST. JOHN, GUARDIAN OF OUR LADY PARISH, CLINTON 

Dear Friends,

 Youth sports are enjoyable for our youth and their 
families. But when they take place can have a profound 
and long-term effect on our young, 
now and in their futures. 
 Parent and guardians, you have a 
difficult job, but please keep Sunday 
mornings free for family worship, 
and one hour each week for a reli-
gious education class. It will make a 
key difference in your childÕ s growth 
and strength. CCD classes and regu-
lar Sunday Masses are critical build-
ing blocks that will empower them 
in their choice of friends, activities, 
decisions, values and their calling in 
life.
 One may think that they can catch 
up later and make the choice then, but it seldom hap-
pens. The pace of life when they are older with their 
studies, social life and a job will seldom give them the 
opportunity. They are already on the fast track.

 Setting aside a regular time each week for worship 
and the study of their faith during their formative 
years helps a growing young person to develop their 
moral conduct, personal meaning, ease at prayer and 
an understanding of the teachings of Christ to show 
them the way. 
 Our faith values will not be imparted by televi-
sion, or music, or videos, or advertisements, or even 

some political campaigns. Time for 
growth, development and education 
in faith and moral values needs to be 
respected, guarded, and sustained 
for children in pre-school, grade 
school, middle school and high 
school. After that they step into the 
busy and hectic world that is out 
there. Seize the opportunity now, 
while it is at hand.
      I encourage parents to keep 
strong in your homes the values of 
Sunday worship and CCD. Clearly 
this is an important decision for you, 
not your child, or their friends or a 

team.  It will make all the difference, then go for their 
sports.

Ò Keep holy the LordÕ s Day.Ó  It will bring a positive 
power and grace to the remaining six days and more.

A pastor’s message to parents: 
Keep holy the Lord’s Day

Stewardship begins 
with an awareness that 
God’s love 
for us is immense 
and beyond imagining. 

I encourage parents to 
keep strong in 
your homes 
the values of Sunday 

worship and CCD.  



lish and Spanish for those who make this 
pilgrimage and for anyone who visits the 
pilgrim church at another time.

Father Peter Joyce, pastor, said the par-
ishÕ s school, Trinity Catholic Academy, 
made the pilgrimage during the day Sept. 
2 in conjunction with their opening-of-
school Mass. 

Father Herrera said pilgrims have come 
from nearby parishes, the deanery and 
other states and are encouraged to come 
as groups. 

The pilgrimages renew his priesthood, 
he said; heÕ s had the opportunity to be 
a good shepherd this jubilee year, espe-
cially on First Fridays.

Sometimes as priests Ò we are forgetting 
that we are walking with people, that we 
need to go through the Holy Door,Ó  he 
said. Having priests do that helps people 
see priests are not above them, but lead-
ing them while walking with them, he 
said.

LIFE’S JOURNEY 

On Sept. 2 Father Herrera added his 
own comments to the pilgrimage ritual, 
which includes prayers, and readings 
from Psalms 122, 24 and 103; Lk 1:46-55 
and Mt 16:13-19. The ritual was adapted 
from one promulgated by the Pontifical 
Council for the Promotion of the New 
Evangelization, the program says. 

Ò You are about to traverse the short 
distance of a town block that separates 
you from the Holy Door,Ó  says the initial 
reflection. Ò Collect your thoughts and the 
intentions you want to bring with you to 
the goal of your pilgrimage.Ó

Father Herrera said they would walk 
to remind themselves of lifeÕ s journey, 
which involves suffering, through which 
they can gain joy. Everyone loves to be in 
a comfort zone with no worries, but God 
is calling them to go out, he said. 

They would walk through the Holy 
Door, he said, noting that the Gospel says 
Jesus is the door, and individuals must 
go through him to meet God face-to-face. 
Then they would celebrate Mass, through 
which they could encounter GodÕ s mercy.

Father Herrera and about 50 
pilgrims processed to Notre 
Dame, where they stopped out-
side the front entrance.

Ò Christian holiness begins 
with the amazement that we 
experience before the mystery of 
our God, incarnate for our salva-
tion in Jesus Christ,Ó  said the 
reflection. Ò He is the living face 
of the Merciful Father. Entering 
into the church we are mindful 
of how we encounter this gift 
of God through our life in the 
Church and her sacraments. We 
are called to realize in this jubi-
lee that he is both our God and 
our neighbor, uniting in himself 
Ð  once and for all Ð  the two great 
commandments.Ó

Pilgrims prayed a Prayer for 
the Jubilee, which said, in part: 
Ò You have taught us to be merci-
ful like the heavenly Father É 
Send your Spirit and consecrate 
every one of us with his anoint-
ing, so that the jubilee of mercy 
may be a year of grace from the 
Lord, and your Church, with 
renewed enthusiasm, may bring 
good news to the poor, proclaim 
liberty to captives and the op-
pressed, and restore sight to the 
blind.Ó

DOOR OF MERCY

Pilgrims then processed to a 
side door that has been designat-
ed as the Holy Door of Mercy. 

The reflection, from Pope 
FrancisÕ  Bull of Indiction Ò Mi-
sericordiae Vultus,Ó  (2.3) said, 
in part: Ò Anyone who enters the 
Door of Mercy will experience 
the love of God who consoles, 
pardons, and instills hope.Ó

In his homily Father Herrera 
said, Ò TodayÕ s Gospel (about new wine) 
is an invitation to renew our lives.Ó   He 
spoke of forgiving and forgetting, instead 
of getting stuck in the past.

After Mass Milton Soto, who made the 
pilgrimage for the first time, said, Ò It sur-
prised me, because I carried the crossÓ  

for the procession between churches. He 
said it was a Ò very, very specialÓ  day for 
him, because pilgrims entered the Holy 
Door. 

 Prosper Gadoury, who make the trek 
on crutches, said he did that each month, 
and spoke of coming closer to God. 
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O’CONNOR BROTHERS
592 Park Avenue, Worcester, MA

508-754-2431 • oconnorbrothers.com

ALFRED ROY & SONS
FUNERAL HOME

12 Hammond St., Worcester
508-799-2992 • wwwroyfuneral.com

F U N E R A L 
D I R E C T O R S 

A T H Y
111 LANCASTER STREET, WORCESTER 508-756-4689

298 Grafton Street, Worcester, MA 01604

508-753-4211

Henry-Dirsa
Funeral Service

Dirsa-Morin 
Funeral Home

33 Ward Street, Worcester, MA 01610

508-756-8346

Dirsa-Morin Funeral Homes Inc.
Funeral & Cremation Service

www.worcesterfuneral.com

Richard S. Mansfield
Director

Celebrating Life 
for over 120 Years

Holden 508-829-4434 
Sterling 978-422-0100

www.milesfuneralhome.com

CALLAHAN FAY & CASWELL
Funeral Homes

Worcester and West Boylston

WWW.CALLAHANFAY.COM

61 Myrtle Street –  Worcester, MA –  508-753-8171
1 West Boylston Street –  West Boylston, MA –  508-835-6500

KELLY FUNERAL HOME
154 Lincoln Street Thoughtful Service Since 1952 508-755-4507

You Are Not Alone- Loss and Grief Support- 
Founded By Jim Kelly

MULHANE
HOME FOR FUNERALS

Established 1872
45 Main Street, Millbury

Give that a child may live!
Visitation House is a Catholic home in 
Worcester that welcomes women facing 
crisis pregnancies.

You have the power to save
a life with your donation. 
Please consider making Visitation House 
the charity of your choice.

The smallest gift from God 
is our greatest treasure.

www.visitationhouse.org
Visit us on our website at

119 Endicott Street, Worcester, MA 01610

or call Executive Director, Eve Lindquist, 
at 508-798-0762.

GUADALUPE, MEXICO
FATHER JOSEPH P. McDERMOTT is the Spiritual Director of 

A Pilgrimage / Tour to GUADALUPE, MEXICO

MARCH 30 - APRIL 5, 2017
7 DAYS / 6 NIGHTS for $1,995.00

(Per Person - Double Occupancy; $420.00 Single Supplement)

INCLUSIVE FEATURES

Round Trip Airfare, Guadalupe Shrine, Round Trip Transfers to 
Hotel, Pyramids & Museum, Baggage Handling, City of Pueb-

la, 6 Nights Accommodations @ Hotel Mella ( 5 star ), Our 
Lady of Octolan Shrine, Hotel Tax & Service Charges, St. Juan 
Diego’s Home, 6 Breakfasts, Floating Gardens, 4 Lunches, San 
Miguel de Milagro, 6 Dinners, City Tour of Mexico: Cathedral, 
All Sightseeing Per Itinerary by Private Bus with the Folklore 
Shows ( 2 ), Service of English Speaking Guide, Daily Mass 

Attendance if Possible, Mariachi Dinner Show

For further information on the 
GUADELUPE, MEXICO PILGRIMAGE 

call: Margaret Oliverio @ 781-762-2029

PHOENIX/SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA
FR. JOSEPH P. McDERMOTT is the Spiritual Director of

a Pilgrimage/Tour to PHOENIX/SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA

SEPTEMbER 29-OCTObER 8, 2016
10 DAYS/9 NIGHTS for $1,495.00

(per person – double occupancy)

For further information contact:
Margaret Oliverio 781-762-2029

Includes Airfare, Ground Transportation, & Lodging
with a FREE Continental Breakfast each morning

Also, we are planning trips to 
the GRAND CANYON, SEDONA, MONTEZUMA’S CASTLE,

the PETRIFIED FOREST, the PAINTED DESERT,
ST. MARIA GORETTI’S in Scottsdale, ST. TIMOTHY’S in Mesa,

& in Phoenix, we will visit CANAAN IN THE DESERT,
the garden of Jesus’ Suffering & Resurrection, as well as other trips.

 OBITUARYI

Sister Patricia 
Richard, SSA, 85

MARLBOROUGH Ð  Sister Patricia Richard 
(Sister Christine Marie), a Sister of St. Anne, 
died Sunday, Sept. 11 at age 85 at Marie Es-
ther Health Center. 

Born in Newton, Sister Patricia was the 
fourth of five children born to Arthur and 
Angelina (Gallant) Richard.

She attended local schools and graduated 
from Our Lady Help of Christians High 
School. She earned a bachelorÕ s degree 
from Anna Maria College and a masterÕ s in 
education from Seattle University.

Sister Patricia joined the Sisters of St. 
Anne in Quebec and pronounced vows in 
1952

Over the next 60-plus years, she dedicat-
ed herself to education, administration and 
community service in the United States, 
British Columbia, Canada and Haiti.

She began her career as an educator in 
Rhode Island schools staffed by the Sisters; 
as dean of students at Anna Maria College 
in Paxton; at Copper Valley School in Glen 
Allen, Alaska; at St. Ann School in Juneau, 
Alaska, and St. PatrickÕ s School in Victoria, 
British Columbia Canada.

In the late 1970s, she returned to New 
England and taught at the former St. Anne 
Montessori School in Marlborough while 
serving in leadership for her local convent.

Ever the educator, she returned one last 
time to Alaska and taught religious educa-
tion in the missions of Chefornak/Night-
mute. Following a sabbatical, Sister Patricia 
accepted to go to Haiti and served that 
population in the area of Les Cayes, Haiti.

In her Ò retirementÓ  years Sister Patricia 
served her local community in a multitude 
of ways, with the same joy and commit-
ment as she did all of her life.

Sister Patricia was predeceased by her 
parents, her two brothers and two sisters. 
In addition to her Sisters in community, she 
leaves a nephew and niece and friends who 
will grieve her death.

Funeral arrangements were under the 
direction of Fitzgerald & Collins Funeral 
Home, 378 Lincoln St., Marlborough. Dona-
tions, in Sister PatriciaÕ s memory, may be 
made to the Sisters of St. Anne or to a char-
ity of your choice.

experience before the mystery of 

-

HOLY DOOR: Southbridge parish holds First Friday pilgrim walks

BOOK: Holy Cross professor writes about life experiences in the context of the gift of mercy
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reflect on how God has 
touched his life with his 
mercy. 

Ò I actually was asked 
to write the book by Our 
Sunday Visitor Press after 
an editor there had read a 
piece by me in Crux, when 

it was part of The Boston 
Globe,Ó  said Mr. Schmalz. 
Ò I wrote about seeing an 
image of the Divine Mercy 
in Sri Lanka, where I was 
leading a study abroad pro-
gram.Ó

In the book, he writes 
about that experience in 
an impoverished, war-torn 
village. In the midst of the 

remnants of dire suffering, 
he struggled to understand 
how GodÕ s mercy was pres-
ent for the many people 
affected by the areaÕ s civil 
war. But itÕ s only one of the 
many painful or challeng-
ing memories Ð  including 
the loss of his dad Ð  he 
revisited while writing the 
book. 

Additionally, he humbly 
faced other difficult recol-
lections. They included a 
past battle with alcoholism, 
his sorrow over bullying a 
fellow childhood classmate 
and his ongoing conflicts 
concerning his search for 
his birth family. While he 
said that his gratitude for 
being able to share his 
story of becoming sober 
is what helped him revisit 
those dark memories, he 
said that writing about his 
search for his birth mother 
(which led to a discovery of 
half siblings) and his adop-
tion was more painful.  

Ò In working through 

those issues, 
it was helpful 
to talk to my 
mother about 
my birth mother 
in order to gain 
perspective and 
understand that 
my birth mother 
made a coura-
geous decision 
by choosing 
life,Ó  said Mr. 
Schmalz, who added that 
he began the search while 
writing the book. Ò Talking 
things through with your 
parents really does help 
Ð  but as the book makes 
clear, it took me a long 
time to realize that.Ó            

Although, in the book, he 
describes the story of his 
adoption as the defining 
story of his life, writing the 
chapter about his reluctant 
and surprising meeting, at 
a high school reunion, with 
the man he once bullied 
was also important to him. 

Ò If thereÕ s one chapter 

I would really 
encourage people 
to read, itÕ s the 
second chapter on 
bullying, in which 
I speak about rec-
onciling with a 
former classmate,Ó  
noted Mr. Schmalz. 
Ò It was such a pow-
erful experience 
for me and shows 
that no matter how 

much time has passed, 
forgiveness and friendship 
are possible.Ó

Despite having three 
distinct sections, all of 
the chapters include in-
tertwining relationships 
among God, others and 
self. Mr. Schmalz sums 
up this collaboration in a 
chapter about mercy and 
dignity. He writes: Ò To see 
and treat another person 
as a reflection of God is to 
understand that a special 
relationship with God is 
made possible through, 
with, and in that person Ñ 
at that time, in that very 
moment. Human dignity 
is relational: it proceeds 
vertically from God, but 
also moves horizontally to 
connect us all. Mercy that 
respects human dignity 
affirms not just the special 
bond between humans and 
God, but also the special 
bond that humans share 
with one another.Ó

Poignant insights 
like that one are woven 
throughout the book. Ap-
proaching each chapter 
with honesty and candor, 
Mr. Schmalz presents a 
collection of unassuming 
reflections that can inspire 
readers to uncover GodÕ s 
mercy in their lives. With 
each chapter ending with 
some questions for person-
al reflection and others for 
group discussion, the book 
is also ideal for church 
groups.  

While the book beauti-
fully explores the life-
changing gift of mercy, Mr. 
Schmalz agrees with the 
notion that writing Ò Mercy 
MattersÓ  was also a life-
changing gift. 

Ò As I was writing the 
book, I was able to reach 
out and express my grati-
tude to many people who 
had shown me mercies 
throughout my life,Ó  Mr. 
Schmalz shared. Ò ItÕ s never 
too late to express grati-
tude to someone who has 
shown you kindness, or 
forgiveness. Reconnecting 
with those who had been 
important in my life Ð  but 
whom I had lost touch 
with Ð  was a transforma-
tive experience that helped 
me to realize more deeply 
GodÕ s presence throughout 
my life.Ó  

I would really 
encourage people 
to read, itÕ s the 
second chapter on 
bullying, in which 
I speak about rec
onciling with a 
former classmate,Ó  
noted Mr. Schmalz. 
Ò It was such a pow
erful experience 
for me and shows 
that no matter how 

TANYA CONNOR | CFP

Pilgrims process through the side door at Notre Dame 
Church in Southbridge that has been designated as 
the Holy Door of Mercy. 
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Collision Experts Lifetime Warranty!
Complete Claim ServiCe
inCluding rental Car

829 West Boylston St., Worcester
Call 508-852-2004- 24 Hrs.

Prompt Scheduling
Repairs Completed On-time

R.S. #629

Referral Shop for
All Major Insurance Companies

www.Kilcoyneautobody.com

Voted # 1 Voted # 1

Have you ever made a difference in a person’s life?  
Do you want to?

Family Lives is seeking dedicated and committed RNs 
and LPNs to provide 1:1 private duty nursing care in the 
home. We are a pediatric homecare agency specializing in 

the complex and medically challenging child. 
Comprehensive benefit package with numerous 

off shift incentive programs available.

n

Barre: 20 YR/old w/Trach
Charlton: 24 YR/old w/GT
Fitchburg: 8 YR/old w/GT
Franklin:  21 YR/old w/GT
Holliston: 8 YR/old w/GJT

8 YR/old w/GT
Marlborough: 19 YR/old w/GT

Oxford: 36YR/old w/Trach
Southbridge:  3 YR/old w/Trach

Spencer:  5 YR/old w/Trach
Sturbridge:  19 YR/old w/Trach
Wayland:  14 YR/old w/Trach

Westborough:  9 YR/old w/Trach
Worcester: 25 YR/old w/GT

8 YR/old w/GJT; 15 YR/old w/GT
n

Help us to make a difference in a family’s life.

508-475-0493

The Diocese of Worcester is seeking a passionate 
director for the Office for Youth & Young Adult 

Ministry called New Evangelization Worcester for 
Youth & Young Adults (NEW). 
• The director is responsible for envisioning, 
developing, and championing a comprehensive 
vision for disciple-making youth ministry in 
collaboration with pastors and parish ministry 
leaders.
• The director provides consultation, formation, 
and training for parish ministry leaders and 
coordinates diocesan-wide events for middle and 
high school students as well as young adults. 
It is preferred that candidates have a Master’s 
degree in religious education, theology, pastoral 
ministry, or related field, and have at least five years 
of professional ministry experience with youth. 
Interested candidates must email a cover letter, 
résumé, and two letters of recommendation by 
October 1, 2016 to: fathernick@stmaryuxbridge.
org or mail to: Rev. Nicholas Desimone, New 
Evangelization Worcester, Diocese of Worcester, 

49 Elm Street, Worcester, 
Massachusetts 01609 
For more information visit: 
www.neworcester.org.

DIOCESAN DIRECTOR FOR 
YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT 
MINISTRY

Thursday, September 29th
7:00 P.M. 
Prayer Service
Blessing of the Roses
Fr. Conrad Pecevich, Speaker

Friday, September 30th
7:00 P.M.  
Prayer Service
Veneration of Relics
Fr. Conrad Pecevich, Speaker

Saturday, October 1st
4:30 P.M. 
Feast Day Mass with Procession
Fr. Conrad Pecevich, Homilist

Book Store and Religious articles available each night 
~Roses Available~

St. Therese Triduum

St. Mary of the Hills
630 Cross Street, Boylston, MA

508-869-6771

Celebrate a Shower of Roses

hospitals have long em-
phasized that the poor and 
vulnerable must receive ac-
cess to health care, and the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, in a 2010 letter 
to Congress, stressed that 
health care is Ò a basic hu-
man rightÓ  and Ò universal 
coverage should be truly 
universal.Ó

But a major sticking 
point with the legislation 
for church leaders is its 
contraceptive mandate, 
challenged in courts and 
sent back to the lower 
courts by the Supreme 
Court this summer. The 
dispute is over the Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
ServicesÕ  requirement that 
contraceptive coverage 
must be included in most 
employeesÕ  health plans. 
The HHS rule provided a 
narrow religious exemp-
tion that applied to houses 
of worship but not most 
religious universities, 
schools, social service 
agencies, outreach minis-
tries or health care provid-
ers.

In May, the Supreme 
Court said religious em-
ployers and the govern-
ment should be given the 
chance to find an approach 
that accommodates peti-
tionersÕ  religious exercise 
while at the same time 
ensuring that women cov-
ered by petitionersÕ  health 
plans receive contraceptive 
coverage.

A Sept. 9 letter from US-
CCB officials to the HHS 
stressed that such a com-
promise can be reached to 
satisfy the government and 
religious groups.

For that to happen, the 
letter said, Ò any govern-
ment-mandated contracep-
tive coverage must be truly 
independent of petitioners 
and their plansÓ  meaning it 
should be offered through 
a separate policy, with a 
different enrollment pro-
cess, insurance card and a 
payment source.

The letter also said such 
coverage should not be 
automatic to protect con-
science rights of people 
who might have religious 
objections to contraception 
and sterilization coverage.

Ò Forming Consciences 
for Faithful Citizenship,Ó  
the bishopsÕ  document on 
political responsibility that 
guides Catholics on elec-
tion decisions, states that 
Ò affordable and accessible 
health care is an essential 

nearest opportunity and then 
to fly back to New York.

Ò They had to do some-
thing,Ó  Chief Parenti said.

Among the chiefÕ s recol-
lections was the haunting 
reminder of lives lost symbol-
ized by mysterious beeping 
noises beneath the rubble. 
Those sounds were coming 
from emergency devices set 
to go off when firefighters are 
in distress.

Chief Parenti noticed a 
changed reaction to first 
responders from the public 
after 9/11 in the form of 
hugs, offers of food and other 
means of solace and assis-
tance. 

Ò People couldnÕ t go to NYC 
so they wanted to help their 
local responders,Ó  he said. 

Chief Parenti ended his 
reflection with a plea: Ò DonÕ t 
wait for a tragedy to happen (a 
Baton Route, a Dallas, a 9/11) 
to express your appreciation 
to your first responders.  Say 
a little prayer for us to get us 

in the faith. He asked them 
to think about how Mary 
accepted GodÕ s will in her 
life.

Ò God has a plan for ev-
ery single one of you,Ó  he 
said, and the purpose of 
Catholic education is to 
discover that. GodÕ s plan is 
that when earthly life ends, 
each person will spend 
eternity in heaven, the 
bishop said.

Ò I pray that this educa-
tion will open your minds 
to the love God has for 
you,Ó  he said.

After Mass an opening 
ceremony was held. Stu-
dents carried forward pic-
tures of the school build-
ings and a banner which 
said, Ò Welcome to All 
Saints Academy.Ó  It bore lo-
gos of the new school and 
its sports teams, All Saints 
Academy Knights.

Father William F. Sand-
ers, St. LouisÕ  pastor, and 

safeguard of human life 
and a fundamental human 
right.Ó  It notes that despite 
an increase in the number 
of people insured, Ò mil-
lions of Americans still 
lack health care coverageÓ  
which it describes as Ò an 
urgent national priority.Ó

The document also notes 
that the countryÕ s health 
care system needs to be 
Ò rooted in values that re-
spect human dignity, pro-
tect human life, respect the 
principle of subsidiarity 
and meet the needs of the 
poor and uninsured, es-
pecially born and unborn 
children, pregnant women, 
immigrants and other vul-
nerable populations.Ó

It also states that employ-
ers, including religious 
groups and family-owned 
businesses, Ò should be able 
to provide health care with-
out compromising their 
moral or religious convic-
tions, and individuals 
should be able to purchase 
health care that accords 
with their faithÓ  Ð  which 
still remains unresolved.

The bishopsÕ  guide also 
notes that it supports 
measures to strengthen 
Medicare and Medicaid 
and advocates for effective, 
compassionate care for 
those suffering from HIV/
AIDS or coping with addic-
tions.

Sister Carol Keehan, a 
Daughter of Charity and 
president and CEO of the 
Catholic Health Associa-
tion, said Catholic voters 
should be concerned that 
health care is accessible to 
everyone and that Ò people 
get health care they need, 
not health care they can 
afford.Ó

She said voters should 
support candidates who 
want to improve the Af-
fordable Care Act and look 
for ways to expand it in 
states where people still 
are not covered.

A pivotal concern for the 
U.S.§ , she added, is that 
millions of people still do 
not have access to health 
care, which she said has 
been a clear teaching of the 
popes from the previous 
eight or 10 popes to Pope 
Francis. She also stressed 
that Ò affordable health care 
is a nonnegotiable priority 
in church teachingÓ  and 
that voters need to consid-
er what a lack of access to 
health care does to peopleÕ s 
lives: not only causing 
early death but suffering 
for themselves and their 
children.

home every day. ItÕ s not easy 
being a first responder.Ó

After a prayer, the music 
group performed Bruce 
SpringsteenÕ s Ò My City in 
Ruins.Ó  Among the musi-
cians was Michael Parr, a 
full-time firefighter from 
Shirley who played guitar and 
harmonica, and sang. Oth-
ers included cantor DeAnne 
Duquette from St. Mary Parish 
in Shrewsbury, violinist Olga 
Pineda from Leominster and 
bugle player Wayne MacGee 
from the Maritime Academy 
who played Ò TapsÓ  at the end 
of the service. Rick Zinkus 
directed the music.

Members of the St. Rose 
of Lima youth group offered 
petitions composed by Pope 
Benedict XVI.

After a reading of the Beati-
tudes from Matthew 5:1-12a, 
Father James A. Houston, pas-
tor of St. Rose of Lima, offered 
his thoughts. He recalled pa-
rishioners stranded in Seattle 
due to the grounding of all 
flights having to drive across 
the country to get back home. 

Father Adam Reid, Sacred 
HeartÕ s pastor, held a rib-
bon, which Bishop McMa-
nus cut.

Afterwards, Father Sand-
ers brought Emily Walsh 
over to tell The Catholic 
Free Press what sheÕ d 
told him. He said when 
he asked her earlier how 
school was, she replied, 
Ò Awesome!Ó  (School started 
Aug. 31.) ThatÕ s an example 
of the all-round attitude 
about All Saints Academy, 
he said. 

Ò WeÕ re extremely 
pleased,Ó  he said. Parents 
have been very supportive, 
he said, and he canÕ t say 
enough about David H. 
Grenier, head of school, 
and Sean Gilrein, assistant 
head of school, who have 
excellent track records in 
public schools.

Ò I loved it,Ó  Emily said 
of coming to All Saints 
Academy. She said she 
attended St. Louis Elemen-
tary School in kindergarten 

He remembered spending 
that day at Massachusetts 
Maritime Academy welcoming 
nervous incoming freshmen 
and the compelling need to 
set up an impromptu prayer 
service as a means of comfort 
after news of the attacks.

A running theme of his 
homily was choice Ð  how we 
can choose to do something 
good in the midst of great 
evil. 

Ò No one will forget the rush 
of firefighters running up 
86 flights of stairs as people 
rushed out of the buildings,Ó  
he said. Illustrating the point 
further, he told the story of a 
firefighter risking his life to 
carry a disabled woman out 
of the crumbling tower.

Father Houston also shared 
the story of the CEO of Cantor 
Fitzgerald dedicating his time 
and treasure since that fateful 
day to continue assisting the 
families of the more than 600 
employees who perished.

He concluded by repeating 
a line from Lamentations: 
Ò The ways of God are never 

and first grade, then went 
elsewhere. With All Saints 
Academy opening this fall, 
her mother wanted to try 
out the new school.

Ò It was just special to 
have the bishop here to 
help us start the new jour-
ney,Ó  Mr. Grenier said.

ThereÕ s a good mix of 
students in a class, up 
from 12 to 15 to about 21 
now, he said.

Ò What that does, it gives 
the kids more variety, 
experience, exposure,Ó  he 
said. 

Ò ItÕ s a little easier now be-
cause I started to know ev-
eryone,Ó  said Emma Raps, a 
sixth-grader who attended 
St. Anne Elementary since 
pre-school and now studies 
with former St. Louis stu-
dents too.

Ò Last year we merged 
sports first and that was 
funÓ  because practices 

exhausted.Ó
The service concluded with 

a rousing rendition of Ò Ameri-
ca the Beautiful.Ó

Father Houston summed 
up the service in this way: 
Ò People like to remember. All 
the good citizens love to be 
involved with church; [Chief 
Parenti] drove from Concord, 
N.H. for that brief presenta-
tion. We try to build a com-
munity; we do our best to 
respect one another. Nothing 
beats praying together for a 
national cause.Ó

People who attended the 
service were visibly moved.  
Ò It provided for me a cathartic 
experience,Ó  said Pat OÕ Hearn, 
a teacher. Ò My two children 
were working in the area 
that day.Ó  Unaware of what 
had happened Mrs. OÕ Hearn 
learned through a phone call 
put through to her classroom 
that her two children were 
OK and how they had walked 
to New Jersey from downtown 
Manhattan.

Ò The service provided an-
other release,Ó  she said.

were held in St. AnneÕ s 
gym, said Anna Czechows-
ki, a sixth-grader who 
attended St. Louis Elemen-
tary since kindergarten. At 
the gym she got to see her 
friends and meet new ones, 
she said.

This year itÕ s new be-
cause she doesnÕ t know 
her way around St. AnneÕ s 
school building, used by 
grades 5-8, she said. (St. 
LouisÕ  school building 
houses kindergarten-grade 
4, and both campuses have 
pre-schoolers.)

Victoria Spitz, another 
sixth-grader who attended 
St. Louis since kindergar-
ten, also said she had to get 
used to learning her way 
around a new building. 
But of the new school she 
said, Ò I like it; I got to meet 
new friends.Ó  And switch 
classes, which makes the 
day go by faster.    

ELECTION: Health care

9/11: St. Rose of Lima Parish opens hearts for remembrance service

ALL SAINTS: Webster academy celebrates its opening
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Patrick McManus prepares to hang the 
American flag from the Northborough Fire 
Department firetruck.



UPCOMING EVENTS
APPLE BAZAAR: St. Anne-St Patrick Parish 
will hold its annual Apple Bazaar Sept. 24 
and 25 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. at Trinity Catholic 
Academy, 11 Pine St., Southbridge.

POLISH FALL FESTIVAL: Our Lady of 
Czestochowa Parish Polish Fall Festival will 
be held Oct. 1 from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. and Oct. 
2 from 7 a.m.-2 p.m. in the church hall, 34 
Ward St., Worcester. Tables of homemade 
Polish food and baked goods, raffles and 
crafts will be featured. A pancake breakfast 
will be served from 7-10 a.m. on Sunday. 
For more information call the rectory at 508-
755-5959.

LIFE CHAIN: The annual Life Chain for 
the national Respect Life Sunday will be 
held Oct. 2 from 2-3:30 p.m. Signs for the 
“prayerful witness to the sacredness of 
human life” will be available at local Life 
chain stations located at Elm Park on Park 
Avenue, Denny’s Restaurant on Lincoln 
Street, Worcester, and White City parking 
lot in Shrewsbury.

CELEBRATE PRIESTHOOD: The annual 
“Celebrate Priesthood–Taste of the 
Diocese” will be held on Oct. 13 from 
5:30-7:30 p.m. in the Atrium of St. Vincent 
Hospital on Summer Street, Worcester. 
A variety of foods, local beers from the 
Trappists in Spencer and a wine tasting will 
be featured at $100 per person. For more 
information contact parishes for brochures, 
as well as online at www.worcesterdiocese.
org/celebrate-priesthood.

DAY OF HEALING: The third annual Healing 
Retreat for Bereaved Moms titled “A Day 
of Healing and Hope,” sponsored by the 
Pieta Support Group for Bereaved Parents 
of St. George Parish, for women who have 
lost a child, will be held from 8:30 a.m.-5 
p.m. Oct. 22 at HeartWell Institute, 1015 
Pleasant St., Worcester. The speaker will 
be Maria Sirois, Psy.D, presenting “The Art 
of Rising: Resilience During Difficult Times.” 
For more information or to register contact 
SueStevens57@charter.net or 508-523-8737 
or www.heartwellinstitute.com.

SATURDAY 
SEPTEMBER 17

YARD SALE: St Joan of Arc Knights of 
Columbus will hold an indoor/outdoor Yard 
Sale from 7 a.m. - 1 p.m. at The ARC, 570 
Lincoln St., Worcester. 

PRO-LIFE VIGIL: St. John Parish will hold 
a Pro-Life Vigil weekly from 7:15 a.m.-8:15 
a.m. in the lower chapel, 44 Temple St., 
Worcester. 

FLEA MARKET: Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Campus Flea Market will be open weekly  
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. in the lower level of the 
center, 40 Charlton St., Southbridge. 

PRO-LIFE MASS: A Pro-Life Mass to “save 
babies through prayer” will be held  monthly 
at 10 a.m. in Problem Pregnancy Chapel, 
495 Pleasant St., Worcester. Celebrant will 
be Father Adam Reid, pastor of Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Parish, Webster.

FALL BAZAAR: St. Denis Parish Fall Bazaar 
will be opening its “Attic Treasures” at 7 
a.m. Food booths, games and auctions 
open from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. all on the church 
grounds at 85 Main St., Ashburnham.

FALL FESTIVAL: The annual St. Edward the 
Confessor Parish Fall Festival will be held 
from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. on the church grounds, 
10 Church St., Westminster. 

INTERNATIONAL FOOD FESTIVAL: Holy Family 
of Nazareth Parish and Holy Trinity Chapel 
will host their annual International Food 
Festival from 11 a.m.- 8 p.m. at 750 Union 
St., Leominster.

FAMILY FESTIVAL: St. Mary Parish Family 
Festival continues Sept. 17 from noon-7 
p.m. and on Sept. 18 from noon-5 p.m. 
on the church grounds, 640 Main St., 
Shrewsbury. For more information visit 
stmarysparish.org or facebook.com/
stmarysfamilyfestival.

COFFEEHOUSE: Living Waters Coffeehouse 
Ministry at Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish 
in Webster will be held monthly from 7-9 

p.m. for an “evening of uplifting Spirit-filled 
music” and casual fellowship in the parish 
hall, 11 Day St. Light refreshments served. 

SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 18

FAMILY FESTIVAL: Holy Cross Parish Family 
Festival will be held from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at 
the Otter River Sportsman’s Club, 250 Lord 
Road, Templeton. “Tom’s Famous Chicken” 
will be served from noon-2 p.m. Events will 
include a Chinese auction, Farmers Market 
and games. 

FALL FESTIVAL: St. Patrick’s Fall Festival will 
be held from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. in the parish 
hall on the church grounds, 7 East St, 
Whitinsville. 

AFRICAN MASS: The diocesan African 
Ministry will hold a weekly African Mass  
at 11:30 a.m. in St. Andrew the Apostle 
Mission, 5 Spaulding St., Worcester.

HAITIAN MASS: The diocesan Haitian 
Apostolate Mass will be celebrated in 
French (primarily) weekly at 12:15 p.m. in 
Holy Family Parish St. Joseph Church, 35 
Hamilton St., Worcester.

LEGION: The Legion of Mary, Immaculate 
Conception of the Virgin Mary Praesidium 
for Vietnamese, will meet weekly at 12:30 
p.m. in Our Lady of Vilna Church Hall, 151 
Sterling St., Worcester.  

FILIPINO MASS: St. Anne Parish will hold 
a Filipino Mass  monthly at 1 p.m. in the 
church, 20 Boston Road, Southborough, 
followed by a “potluck dinner” in the parish 
hall; entertainment will include karaoke and 
games.

YEAR OF MERCY PILGRIMAGE: The Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul is sponsoring a 
pilgrimage to celebrate Pope Francis’ 
Jubilee Year of Mercy at 3 p.m. to St. Paul 
Cathedral, 15 Chatham St., Worcester. 
Members will meet outside at 2:45 p.m. 
to process through the Holy Door. Bishop 

McManus will celebrate Mass. For more 
information call St. Vincent de Paul at 508-
752-4232.

40 DAYS FOR LIFE: The annual 40 Days 
for Life 2016 kick-off will be held from 4-7 
p.m. in St. Mary Parish Hall, 17 Waterville 
St., North Grafton. A pasta supper will 
be served and a movie viewed. For more 
information and to reserve a place for the 
meal call Pauline at 508-839-7674.

CURSILLO: Meeting of persons who have 
completed the “short course in Christian 
community living” will be held monthly at 7 
p.m. in Holy Family of Nazareth Church, 750 
Union St., Leominster, (parking in lower lot.

MONDAY
SEPTEMBER 19

ROSARY GROUP: Our Lady of Lourdes 
Rosary Prayer Group will meet weekly at 3 
p.m. in Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 1290 
Grafton St., Worcester.

PRO-LIFE ROSARY: Blessed Sacrament 
Parish will pray the rosary and the Chaplet 
of Divine Mercy for pro-life weekly at 7 p.m. 
in the church, 551 Pleasant St., Worcester.

PRAYER CENACLE:  St. Joseph Parish will 
hold a Prayer Cenacle weekly at 7 p.m. in 
the church, 10 H Putnam Road, Charlton.

SUPPORT GROUP: Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Parish Divorced Catholics Support Group 
will continue to be held at 7 p.m. weekly to 
Oct. 3 in the Parish House, 187 Hopedale 
St., Hopedale. For more information 
contact Mary Cockroft at 508-581-0874 or 
mcockroft@comcast.net or Anne Keay at 
508-478-2807.

NOVENA: Christ the King Parish will hold the 
5th annual Novena to St. Joseph Mondays 
through Nov. 7 from 7:15-8 p.m. in the 
church hall, 1052 Pleasant St., Worcester. 
Homilists will include respectively Msgr. F. 
Stephen Pedone, Bishop  McManus, Father 
Walter J. Riley, Jesuit Father John J. Gavin; 
Deacon Michael Chase; Father Richard F. 
Trainor, Msgr. Sullivan and Father Frederick 
D. Fraini.    

TUESDAY
 SEPTEMBER  20

LEGION: The Legion of Mary will meet 
weekly following the 9 a.m. Mass in the 
St. Anne Parish Marian Room in the 
Father Smith Center, 130 Boston Tpke., 
Shrewsbury.

PRAYER GROUP: Circle of Love Prayer 
Group at St. John, Guardian of Our Lady 
Parish will meet weekly at 10 a.m. in the 
lower church, 80 Union St., Clinton. 

SENIORS: Our Lady of Mount Carmel-St. 
Ann Parish’s Golden Years Club will meet 
weekly at 10 a.m. in the parish recreation 
center, 28 Mulberry St., Worcester. A hot 
meal will be served at noon.

CHAPLET: Our Lady Immaculate Parish will 
pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet weekly at 3 
p.m. in the Church, 244 School St., Athol. 

ROSARY GROUP: St. Ann Parish will hold 
weekly a rosary group at 6 p.m. in the 
church, 654 Main St., North Oxford.

IGNATIAN ADVENTURE: St. Mary of the 
Assumption Parish at 17 Winter St. in 
Milford will hold an “Ignatian Adventure” 
Tuesdays at 6 p.m. The meeting is an 
opportunity to participate in St. Ignatius’ 
19th, a “Spiritual Exercises’ Retreat,” over a 
period of time.

CHARISMATIC MEETING: The St. John 
Charismatic Prayer Meeting and reception 
will be held monthly following the 6:15 p.m. 
Mass and Healing Service in St. John’s 
lower church, 44 Temple St., Worcester.

FALL WINGS: The Women in God’s Spirit 
(WINGS) 10-week program will be held 
6:30-8 p.m. Tuesdays to Nov. 8 in Epiphany 
House, behind Blessed Sacrament Church 
at 551 Pleasant St., Worcester. The session 
will focus on Father Michael Gaitley’s book 
“Consoling the Heart of Jesus.”  For more 
information call 508-755-5291.

BIBLE STUDY: Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Parish in Winchendon will hold a full-
immersion Adult Bible Study weekly from 
6:30-8 p.m. in the parish hall below the 
church, 50 Spruce St. Participants will read 
and discuss passages together. For further 
information call 978-297-0883.

SUICIDE PRESENTATION: Holy Cross 
Parish Respect Life Committee will hold a 
Physician-Assisted Suicide presentation at 
7 p.m. in the church hall, 26 Lake Ave., East 
Templeton. Matthew Valliere of the Patients’ 
Rights Action Council will address issues 
on the state and national levels.

CENACLE: The Divine Cenacle at St. John, 
Guardian of Our Lady Parish will meet 
weekly at 7 p.m. in the parish center, 80 
Union St., Clinton.

WEDNESDAY 
SEPTEMBER 21

MEALS: St. Andrew Bobola Parish will serve 
meals for the needy the first and third 
Wednesday from 5-6 p.m. in the church 
hall, 54 West Main St., Dudley.

SECULAR FRANCISCAN: St. Joseph’s 
Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order 
will meet monthly at 6:30 p.m. in St. Joseph 
Church, 10 H Putnam Road, Charlton.

SECULAR FRANCISCANS: The Secular Order 
of Franciscans will meet monthly at 7 p.m. 
in St. Bernadette Church, 266 Main St., 
Northborough.

MASS/NOVENA:  A Mass and Novena to St. 
Joseph will be held weekly at 7 p.m. in St. 
Joseph Basilica, 53 Whitcomb St., Webster.

SCRIPTURE STUDY: St. Ann Parish will hold 
Scripture Study weekly from 7-8:30  p.m. in 
the parish hall, 654 Main St., North Oxford. 

                                                         

THURSDAY
SEPTEMBER 22

LUNCH: St. Mary of the Assumption Parish 
will serve lunch for the needy weekly from 
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in the parish center, 
17 Winter St., Milford.   

PRO-LIFE VIGIL: A weekly Pro-Life Vigil will 
be held at 3:30 p.m. across from Planned 
Parenthood, 391 Main St. Fitchburg. 

PRAYER SERVICE: Immaculate Conception 
Parish will hold a Prayer Service and 
recitation of the Rosary weekly at 6:30 p.m. 
outside the church in Our Lady’s Garden, 
353 Grove St., Worcester.

FAMILY PRAYER: St. George Parish will 
hold a Family Prayer Hour weekly from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. in the church, 38 Brattle St., 
Worcester. 

ALPHA CANCELED: Christ the King Parish 
has canceled it “Alpha” course due to 
damage in the church proper. 

FRIDAY 
SEPTEMBER 23

RA CIRCLE: The Religious of the Assumption 
will hold a Assumption Center Circle for 
knitting and crocheting “for a cause” 
will meet weekly from 10-11:30 a.m. in 
the Assumption Center, 16 Vineyard 
St., Worcester. For more information or 
questions call 508-767-1356.

BINGO: St. Cecilia Parish Bingo will be held 
with doors opening at 4 p.m. and games at 
6:30 p.m. in the parish hall, 188 Mechanic 
St., Leominster.

BINGO: St. Joseph Parish School Bingo 
will be held at the school, 47 Whitcomb St., 
Webster. Doors open weekly at 5 p.m. with 
a full kitchen featuring free coffee. 

ST. THERESE NOVENA: The annual Novena 
in Honor of Saint Therese of Lisieux, the 
Little Flower of the Child Jesus, will be held 
from Sept. 23-Oct. 1 in St. John Church, 
44 Temple St., Worcester. Mass will be: 
Monday-Friday at 6:15 p.m., Saturday at 
4:15 and 6:15, Sunday at 8 and10:15 a.m., 
12:15 and 7:15 p.m.

SPANISH PRAYER:  St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish Spanish Prayer Group will meet 
weekly at 7 p.m. in the parish center, 81 
Sheridan St., Fitchburg.

Around the Diocese8    Around the Diocese THE CATHOLIC FREE PRESS | SEPTEMBER 16, 2016

The Catholic Free Press welcomes information on events from parish and 
diocesan groups. Items should be received two weeks prior to event. 

Mail to: Calendar, The CFP, 51 Elm St., Worcester, MA 01609, 
e-mail to: calendar@catholicfreepress.org or fax: 508-756-8315

Julie O’Connor, Rosemary Spillane, Jack 
O’Connor

Out and about with Partners in Charity
Partners in Charity held an appreciation dinner for the Saint Paul Society and Holy Family 
Society  members on Sept, 8, at Tower Hill Botanic Garden in Boylston. One week earlier the 
diocesan fundraising appeal announced it had exceeded its $5 million goal. 

Beth and Tim French

Steve and Donna Grassechi Dr. Thomas Halpin, Pat Halpin, Pat Eppinger

James W. Diamond, Sister Marie-Judith 
Dupuy, Diane Lambert

TANYA CONNOR | CFP

BOYLSTON – Lisa Sloan and Billy Smith smile over their purchases at the flea market last 
Saturday in St. Mary of the Hills parish hall, 630 Cross St. Waiting on them is Judy Bottom. 
The annual flea market continues this weekend from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. Sunday.



BY MARK PATTISON | CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

 WASHINGTON (CNS) Ð  Early in the morning after 
the Hollywood premiere of his new film, Ò The Vessel,Ó  
Cuban-American Catholic writer-director Julio Quintana 
said its two main characters are based on himself.

First, thereÕ s Father Douglas, played by Martin Sheen. 
The priest represents QuintanaÕ s time at the University 
of Texas, where he switched his major from engineering 
to religious studies to better do theological battle with 
the Protestant students living in his dormitory.
 Ò I set upon the naive attempt of proving my faith 
through history,Ó  he said. Ò IÕ m studying Islam, Juda-
ism and Christianity. IÕ m studying ancient Greek and 
reading all these historical documents. His takeaway 
from all that study: Ò You canÕ t really prove any of these 
religions wrong, but you canÕ t prove any of them right, 
either.Ó
 Quintana said he grew depressed by the fact that Ò I 
couldnÕ t prove my faith academically, and I really wasnÕ t 
sure what to make of that. It really took a while to come 
to grips with the fact that why wonÕ t God let me prove 
what I know?Ó  Thus, he added, Ò Father Douglas is me in 
a lot of ways, my young student self, trying to categorize 
and prove and make everything academic.Ó
 Then thereÕ s Leo Ð  portrayed by QuintanaÕ s brother, 
Lucas Ð  who builds the boat that is the movieÕ s title, but 
could also be seen as a vessel of sorts himself. Ò Leo is 
more me now, which is a young guy who doesnÕ t know 
but feels. The movie is my boat. I didnÕ t know why I was 
making it when I started it. I felt I had to do it for my 
own spiritual journey, and now itÕ s a source of healing,Ó  
Julio Quintana told Catholic News Service in a Sept. 8 
telephone interview from Los Angeles.

 

Ò The VesselÓ  tells the story of the aftermath of a tidal 
wave that hits an unnamed Latin American coastal 
town, taking out the town school Ð  and all of its pupils. 
The mothers of the dead students refuse to bear any 
more children, and vow to wear black in mourning, 
until they receive some kind of acknowledgement from 
God of their loss. Father Douglas is sent to the town to 
bring healing but makes little headway. Leo, whose kid 
brother was among those swept away in the tidal wave 
and whose mother closed in on herself after the tragedy, 
drowns in a separate accident but miraculously revives 
three hours later, with some in the town wondering 
whether his revival Ð and what he does afterward Ð  is the 
sign.
 Ò The VesselÓ  is set to open in theaters Sept. 16. 

Benedict says governance wasn’t his gift, but Francis is good at it

Writer-director sees himself in two characters in new film

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

 VATICAN CITY (CNS) Ð While retired 
Pope Benedict XVI said organization and 
governance are not his strong suits, he 
also said, Ò I am unable to see myself as a 
failure.Ó
 In a book-length interview with the Ger-
man author Peter Seewald, Pope Benedict 
said that when he resigned he had the 
Ò peace of someone who had overcome 
difficultyÓ  and Ò could tranquilly pass the 
helm to the one who came next.Ó
 The new book, Ò Last Testament,Ó  will 
be released in English by Bloomsbury in 
November. The German and Italian edi-
tions were in bookstores Sept. 9, but some 
excerpts were published Sept. 8 by the Ital-
ian daily newspaper Corriere della Sera.
 Pope Benedict insisted once again that 
he was not pressured by anyone or any 
event to resign and he did not feel he was 
running away from any problem.
 Ò My weak point perhaps is a lack of re-
solve in governing and making decisions,Ó  
he said. Ò Here, in reality, I am more a pro-
fessor, one who reflects and meditates on 
spiritual questions. Practical governance 
was not my forte and this certainly was a 
weakness.Ó

Pope Francis, on the other hand, Ò is a 
man of practical reform,Ó  the retired pope 
said. His personality and experience as a 
Jesuit provincial and archbishop have en-
abled him to take practical organizational 
steps.
 The retired pope, who is 89, said he had 
no inkling that then-Cardinal Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio would be elected his successor; 
Ò no one expected him.Ó

Ò When I first heard his name, I was 
unsure,Ó  he said. Ò But when I saw how he 
spoke with God and with people, I truly 
was content. And happy.Ó
 Pope Benedict said it made no impres-
sion on him that the brand new pope 
chose to appear on the balcony of St. Pe-
terÕ s Basilica without wearing the ermine-
lined red mozzetta or cape. Ò What did 
touch me, though, was that even before go-
ing out onto the loggia, he tried to phone 
me.Ó
 Electing the first Jesuit pope and the 
first Latin American pope, the College 
of Cardinals showed that Ò the church is 
moving, dynamic, open, with the prospect 
of new developments before it,Ó  he said. 
Ò What is beautiful and encouraging is that 
even in our day things that no one expect-
ed happen and they demonstrate that the 
church is alive and brimming with new 
possibilities.Ó
 Seewald also asked Pope Benedict about 
reports that during his pontificate there 
was a so-called Ò gay lobbyÓ  in the Curia 
and the group protected certain priests by 
threatening to blackmail others.

 The retired pope replied that a com-
mission of three cardinals he had named 
to investigate a major leak of reserved 
documents and conduct an administrative 
review of Vatican offices and procedures 
identified Ò a small group of four, perhaps 
five persons,Ó  which a few Vatican officials 
and the media later would refer to as the 
Ò gay lobby.Ó
 Ò We dissolved it,Ó  Pope Benedict said.
 The retired pope, who has had a pace-
maker since 1997 and can no longer see 
out of his left eye, told Seewald that pre-
paring for death is part of his daily rou-
tine. ItÕ s not a matter of getting his earthly 
affairs in order, he said, Ò but of preparing 
to pass the ultimate examination before 
God.Ó
 With a view to writing a biography, See-
wald said he conducted his interview with 
Pope Benedict Ò shortly before and afterÓ  
his resignation in February 2013. The book 
contains more than 500 questions and 
answers, covering the childhood of Joseph 
Ratzinger, his seminary and university 
years, his teaching career and his work at 
the Second Vatican Council. Seewald also 
asked about his years as a bishop in Ger-
many, his work as prefect of the Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith and his 
papacy.
 Pope Benedict reviewed the text and 
approved its publication, Seewald said. 

The two met May 23 at the Mater Ecclesiae 
monastery in the Vatican Gardens, where 
the retired pope lives with his secretary, 
Archbishop Georg Ganswein, and a small 
group of consecrated women, who care for 
the household.

The only writing the retired pope does 
these days, he told Seewald, is a Sunday 
homily each week.
 Ò You write sermons for four or five 
people?Ó  Seewald asked. Ò Why not?Ó  the 
retired pope replied. Ò Whether there are 
three or 20 or 1,000 (people), the word of 
God must always be present to people.Ó
 But writing any more than that, he 
said, Ò would simply be too arduous for me 
now.Ó
 Insisting Ò my hour had passed and I 
had given all I could,Ó  Pope Benedict said 
he never has regretted resigning, but he 
does regret hurting friends and faithful 
who were Ò really distressed and felt for-
sakenÓ  by his stepping down.
 While a pope, like any Christian, is 
called to take up his cross and follow 
Christ Ð including bearing criticism and 
even scorn Ð the retired pope said, Ò that 
doesnÕ t mean, however, that he must die 
by the sword.Ó
 As Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, he 
served 24 years as prefect of the Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith, working 
very closely with St. John Paul II.

 Despite their closeness, Pope Benedict 
said he easily rejected the idea of taking 
the name John Paul III when it became 
clear in the conclave of 2005 that he was 
about to be elected St. John PaulÕ s succes-
sor.

Ò I felt that would be inappropriate 
because a standard had been set there, 
which I couldnÕ t match,Ó  Pope Benedict 
said. Ò I was a different character, cut from 
different cloth. I had a different sort of 
charisma, or rather a non-charisma.Ó
 In response to SeewaldÕ s repetition of 
the aphorism that Ò the loving God cor-
rects every pope in his successor,Ó  the re-
tired pope said Pope FrancisÕ  Ò direct con-
tact with people,Ó  the way he wades into a 
crowd, is probably a correction, as is Ò the 
courage with which he exposes problems 
and searches for solutions.Ó
 When Pope Francis published his ap-
ostolic exhortation, Ò Evangelii GaudiumÓ  
(Ò The Joy of the GospelÓ ) in November 
2013, he sent Pope Benedict a copy bound 
in white, the color usually reserved for the 
popeÕ s copy of a document.
 The text came with Ò a beautiful person-
al letterÓ  in Pope FrancisÕ  own handwrit-
ing, which, Pope Benedict said, Ò is much 
smaller than mine.Ó  The retired pope, 
whose handwriting is notoriously minis-
cule, said, Ò in comparison my handwriting 
is huge.Ó
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This is the cover of “Last Testament,” an 
interview retired Pope Benedict XVI did with 
German author Peter Seewald. In the book 
the pope talks about events surrounding 
his resignation and says that practical 
governance was not his forte. 
Left, Pope Francis greets retired Pope 
Benedict XVI prior to the opening of the Holy 
Door of St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican in 
2015.
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CatholicQuiz of the Week™
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 18, 2016

1. Amos prophesied in Israel during the 8th cen-
tury B.C.  What was his background?
 a. he was a temple priest
 b. he was a professional soldier
 c. he was a shepherd and farmer

2. Amos prophesied at which great worship 
center?
 a. Shechem
 b. Bethel
 c. Jerusalem

3.  What was AmosÕ  primary concern?
 a. faithful ritual observance
 b. prosperity in Israel
 c. the well being of the needy and the poor

4. According to St. PaulÕ s First Letter to Timothy, 
it is very important to pray for the needs of all 
whether Christian or not.
 a. True

b. False

5.  In LukeÕ s Gospel, which parable was about 
being trustworthy?
 a. the Sower
 b. the Lost Coin
 c. the Shrewd Steward

6.  According to the parable in St. Luke, what 
happened to the steward when the rich man 
returned and discovered his stewardÕ s 
dishonesty?
 a. the steward was fired
 b. the steward was given a different job
 c. the steward was forgiven and told to sin no  
     more

7.   What best reflects JesusÕ  view about being a 
slave to riches in this life?
 a. Ò to everyone who has, more will be given.Ó

b. Ò No servant can serve two masters.Ó
 c. Ò the first shall be last and the last first.Ó

Answers and References
1 • c. he was a shepherd and farmer 
  (Amos: Introduction)
2 • b. Bethel (Amos: Introduction)
3 • c. the well-being of the needy and the poor 
  (Amos 8:4)
4 • a. True (1 Timothy 2:1-4)
5 • c. the Shrewd Steward (Luke 16:1-8)
6 • a. the steward was fired (Luke 16:2)
7 • b. “No servant can serve two masters.” 
  (Luke 16:13)

 ON TV/RADIOI

SUNDAY MASSES
7 a.m. Boston CatholicTV and CW 56 

10 a.m. WWLP-TV CH 22 
6 p.m. Charter CH 193 

6 p.m. Mondays (re-broadcast) Worcester CH 194 
 Spanish Language: 8 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

 Charter CH 101; Comcast CH 268; Boston CH 296

DAILY MASSES (Monday -Friday)
9 a.m. Charter CH 193 

For list of celebrants/specials: www.worcestercatholictv.com
9:30 a.m. Boston CatholicTV and WBPX CH 68 

4:30 p.m. Shrewsbury Cable CH 28/328
5 p.m. Clinton Comcast CH 99 

7 p.m. Boston CatholicTV
7:30 p.m. WBPX CH 68 

FAMILY ROSARY
Sunday: 7 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Shrewsbury Cable CH 28/328,  

8 a.m. Clinton Comcast CH 99, 
8:30 a.m. Charter CH 193

Monday: 7 a.m. Shrewsbury Cable CH 28/328
Saturday: 4:30 p.m. Shrewsbury Cable CH 28/328

CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMMING
5:27 a.m., Morning prayer, WTAG, 580 AM and 94.9 FM

EWTN Global Catholic Radio (24-hours)
Emmanuel Radio, WNEB 1230 AM Worcester 

and 970 AM Southbridge
Eternal Life Radio, WQPH 89.3 FM Fitchburg

CNS PHOTO | MAURIZIO BRAMBATTI, EPA

CNS PHOTO | OUTSIDER PICTURES

Writer-director Julio Quintana and actor Martin Sheen, 
both of whom are Catholic, are seen on the set of the 
movie “The Vessel.” 
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Notre Dame Academy  • 425 Salisbury Street 

Worcester, MA 01609 • www.nda-worc.org 

For more information, please contact: 
Kimberly Kossuth • Director of Admissions
Tel: 508 -757-6200, Ext. 229
admissions@nda-worc.org

A NEW 
CHAPTER 
IS COMING 
TO NDA!

Notre Dame Academy, the only independent, Catholic,
all-girls college preparatory program in Central 
Massachusetts, is pleased to announce that we are 
opening our doors to 7th and 8th grade girls. This 
new chapter, named the St. Julie Division, will offer:

• Limited Enrollment to 7th Grade Girls in the Fall of 2017

• Enrollment to 7th and 8th Grade Girls in the Fall of 2018

BE PART OF OUR ST. JULIE DIVISION!

OPEN 
HOUSE
Pre-registration 
is encouraged.

10/6 at 7pm

Generation NextGeneration Next
Notre Dame Academy in Worcester

(We’re proud 
to be from 

Notre Dame 
Academy!

Above left, senior Kathryn Swartz meets alumna Paula Blute Ebben from 
Channel 4 in Boston. Both played the title role in “Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat” – staged at NDA 30 years apart! In top right photo, 
NDA’s golf team celebrates back-to-back state championships when honored 
with a banquet. Above, seniors Isabella Van Atten and Madison Covino use the 
Academy’s Vernier software to study facial muscle contraction.

Above are students who helped at McAuley Nazareth Home for Boys in Leicester. At right, Megan 
Crowley, Gina Caputo, Sarah Pierce, and Maggie McGovern visit Emmanuel College in Boston 
to join faculty and students from four other Notre Dame de Namur schools at a Senior Leadership 
Conference. 

On Aug. 16 junior Lauren Fraser 
escorted Sophie Vasset and 
Anne Cremieux, directors of the 

Fondation des États-Unis in Paris, on 
a tour of Gage House. Gage House, 
the Academy’s World Language and 
Communication Center, is dedicated to 
Mabel Gage, whom the directors had 
come to research. 
     Here they stop in front of a picture 
of “The Little Prince” given to NDA 
for the opening of Gage House by 
Ms. Marguerite Sahie d’Izarn, a 
goddaughter of the Gages. A resident of Paris, she had introduced Sister Ann 
Morrison, NDA’s principal, to the directors by mail. 
     The directors also visited Knollwood, the Academy’s convent, once the home of 
Mrs. Gage’s brother, Lucius Knowles, president of Crompton and Knowles Loom 
Works. 
     Mrs. Gage and her husband, Homer Gage, were philanthropists in Worcester 
and France. They funded and built the 267-room Fondation, which opened in 1930, 
as a place for American students to reside while studying in France.
     Mrs. Gage founded the Worcester Visiting Nurses in 1893. She was director of 
the local Red Cross, and was known for her generosity to Assumption College and 
Clark University. 
     She also spearheaded the local chapter of French Wounded and Fatherless 
Children of France during World War I and the Worcester Chapter of Friends of 
France in World War II. She and her husband received France’s highest honor, 
Commander in the Legion of Honor. 
     Mr. Stan Miller of the Academy’s Language Department is to visit the Fondation 
this November when he travels to Paris to meet with faculty at the Collège 
Stanislas de Paris, a private school with approximately 3000 students. Sister Ann 
expressed hope that this will lead to a student exchange between that high school 
and Notre Dame.

Material for CFP’s generationNEXT page is provided monthly by Catholic schools or parishes or sometimes diocesan offices. 
Schools or parishes wishing to participate in the production of a page with news,  photos and students’ work may call 

Tanya Connor at The Catholic Free Press, 508-757-6387, to schedule a month.
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